
Metuchen's star
Xavier McFarlane ofMetuchen High
School won the 400 meters, placed
in two other events and led off the
second-piace relay team to lead the
Bulldogs to third place in the state
Group I meet. For stories on the
state group competition see Page
C-1.

Book Bargains
A book sale Saturday conducted by
tlie Friends of;the Soutn-Plainfield •
Library draws lots of browsers
looking for good back-yard reads.
Sandy fleeter, 11, of South
Plainfield, checks out the selections
in the children's section. See anoth-
er picture on Page A-3.

Day in the park
An inline skater breezes through
Johnson Park in Piscataway Monday
afternoon. Obviously she was trying
to cover as much territory as possi-
ble before the seemingly ever-pres-
ent rain returns. See Page A-4.

Book sale
today, tomorrow
The Friends of the Edison Public
Library is sponsoring its spring
book sale from 10a.m.-4p.m.
today and tomorrow at the North
Bdison Branch, 777 Grove Ave.
Paperbacks stert at 25 cents and
hardcover titles start as$1. All pro-
ceeds benefit the library.
Volunteers am needed for the book
sale; phone April Cormaci at (732)
321-0045.
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Update set on Superfund site
Sampling, cleanup options can be discussed with EPA officials
By CHERYL ORSON
CORRESPONDENT

SOUTH PLAINFIELD — The
federal Environmental
Protection Agency will conduct a
public information session on the
Cornell-Dubilier Superfund site
from 3-8 p.m. Monday at Borough
Hall.

The session will provide resi-
dents with an opportunity to dis-
cuss the results of recent sam-

pling and possible cleanup
options with EPA representa-
tives.

At 7 p.m. Monday, the EPA
will make a formal, but brief,
presentation on the site. Those
with specific concerns about and
questions on the site are encour-
aged to attend. -

The site currently has a mix of
industrial, commercial and resi-
dential uses. It includes the
Hamilton Industrial Park and

contaminated portions of the
Bound Brook. Neighboring resi-
dential and commercial proper-
ties have also been affected by
contaminants.

Cornell-Dubilier Electronics
operated at the site from 1936 to
1962 manufacturing electronic
components including capacitors.
During its operations, the compa-
ny allegedly released polyehlori-
nated biphenyl (PCB)-contami-
nated materials and other envi-

ronmentally hazardous sub-
stances into the area.

EPA studies detected PCBs in
the soils and building interiors at
the industrial park as well as at
adjacent residential and commer-
cial properties and in the surface
water and. udiment of the Bound
Brook.

The EPA ordered the owners
of the Hamilton Industrial Park
to limit the movement of contam-
inants from the site. The actions,
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Call them champs
Piscataway High School players celebrate their win over East Brunswick. The Chiefs claimed the Greater Middlesex Conference title
at Commerce Bank Ballpark Monday afternoon. See story on Page C-1.

Edison celebrates 12,000-mile rail trail
By KATHLEEN G. SUTCUFFE
STAFF WRITER

EDISON — Edison residents
will celebrate the dedication of
the nation's 12,000th mile of
converted rail trail this week-
end, not by driving a golden
spike into the ground, but with a
trail cleanup, refreshments, and
a scavenger hunt.

Middlesex County purchased
the 3.5 mile trail, dubbed the
Middlesex Greenway, in
December 2002, but the dedica-
tion ceremony is being held

Saturday to coincide
National" Trails Day.

The Middlesex Greenway
traverses the abandoned Lehigh
Valley Railroad from the East
Williams Street Park in the
Fords section of Woodbridge to
Memorial Park in Metuchen.

Along the way, the trail pass-
es community parks in Edison,
the Tano Shopping Mall, the
Raritan Center industrial park,
and Herbert Hoover Middle
School.

Bob Takash of the Middlesex
Greenwav Coalition culls the

with trail a "perfect linkage" between
community fixtures and says its
proximity to township destina-
tions will make *he trail a popu-
lar and conven;ent attraction.

"Now instead of driving you
can just hyp on the trail.™
Takush said.

The trail passes under Route
1, Route 27, and all 12 lanes of
the New Jersey Turnpike,
Takash reported, declaring;
proudly "That's three highways
tniil users don't have to touch."'

Future plans rail for extend-
ing the trail westward to the

Dismal Swamp in South
Plainfield and east to the Perth
Anaboy waterfront. Greenway
enthusiasts also hope that the
highway widening project of
Route 1 will be accompanied by
a gr«H?uway running beneath the
power lin*'*.

Saturdays event kicks off at
10 a.m. at Dudash Park with a
volunteer cleanup of the trail. A
dedication ceremony will follow
at noun, and from 12:30 to 2 p.m.
participants can enjoy refresh-
meats, a scavenger hunt., and a
walking turn:

which included paving driveways
and parking areas in the site,
installing a security fence and
implementing drainage controls,
were completed in September
1997.

"Removal actions" were
ordered at 13 residential proper-
ties from 1998 to 2000 that
included building cleaning and
the removal of PCB-contaminat-
ed soil that was found in and out-

(Continued on page A-2)

Cleanup
begins
at toxic
CIC site
By KATHLEEN G. SUTCUFFE
STAFF WRITER

EDISON — Clean-up crews
began the task this week of
extracting poison-laden soils
from the grounds of the
Chemical Insecticide Corp. prop-
erty, nearly 20 years after pollu-
tion at the Agent Orange produc-
tion site was first discovered.

CIC manufactured pesticides
and herbicides at the Whitman
Avenue site from 1954 until 1972
and dumped chemical waste
directly into the ground, contam-
inating soil and groundwater.
The soils are polluted with
arsenic, dinoseb, chlordane, and
lead, 38 feet deep in some places,
according to site clean-up engi-
neers.

"I always considered them a
good neighbor, but we didn't
know then what we know now,"
said Jim McGee, who has lived
in an adjoining residential
neighborhood for more than 50
years, McGee said he used to
happily purchase discounted fer-
tilizer from the company. And
after the company closed, his
sons were among the. scores of
neighborhood children who used
the site as their playground.

"When we first learned about
(the contamination), we pan-
icked." McGee said.

McGee was one of several
dozen residents who attended
last Thursday's public hearing
on the site cleanup. Fellow resi-
dent, Gail Horvath, was also in
the audience and said residents
have become accustomed to the
glacial pace of CIC's cleanup.
Horvath said while she is
pleased this phase of the cleanup
has begun, the neighborhood
won't be throwing any block par-
ties to celebrate until the project
is completed.

But activists and politicians
' fear that federal tax cuts may
jeopardize the fate of the site's
cleanup. The Superfund tax.

(Continued (in page A-2)

Korean War veteran fighting a battle against system
By CHERYL ORSON
CORRESPONDENT

PISCATAWAY — Korean War
veteran Bill Kirchhoff, 73, is now
fighting for an important medal
long denied him.

Kirchhoff, who walks with a
limp due to his war injuries, had
three months left on his enlist-
ment when he was sent half a
world away to the battlefields of
Korea in August 1950.

They needed artillery men
with my expertise so I was sent
over," said Kirchhoff, who had
enlisted in his sophomore year in
high school ami was trained as a
rifle expert.

Within a month, on Sept. 15,
1950. the 21-year-old Kirchhoff
found himself in the fight of his
life as a staff sergeant in the
Battle of Inchon,

Storming the beaches much
like what happened at

Normandy Reach a generation
earlier, KirchhofTs life may have
been spared when the Marines'
amphibious land vehicle got
stuck on a sand bar. They
remained adrift for eight hours
while heavy fighting raj,'('d on
about them,

Once on shore, Kirchhoff, a
member of the Third Battalion,
First Regiment of the First
Marine Brigade, fought six
straight months. He participated
in five of the six fiercest Korean
War battles including the Battle
of Inchon, the Seizure of Seoul,
the Majon-ni Mission and the
Wosin-Chosin Hungnam
Campaign during which
Kirchhoff was injured in January
1951.

"Our position got overrun
three time.s. We had hand-to-
hand combat on three occasions
at the jfChoainl Reservoir.
Temperatures were 50 to 60

below y,ero. Wo were outdoors day
and night.

While standing by an artillery
piece positioned at lh«' Chosin
Reservoir, Kirehhoff said hi4 Haw
the snow kicking up and realized
"somebody was shooting at me,"

"And before I could move, it
struck my boot," said Kirchhoff of
the bullet that hit him in his left
foot, "And I felt the pain, but !
couldn't take my boot, off there.
We were under attack and
marched on. I noticed the blood
starting to build up. but it was
cold and it ju.st froze up there."1

"The next thing I remember is
waking up on the hospital ship
Repose." said Kirchoff.

He had no idea how he had
gotten there or how long he lin-
gered there. He was next flown to
a military hospital in Japan but
recalls none of this either.
Besides a bullet wound,

(Continued un page A-2?
Bill Kirchhoff shows off five of the decorations he received in April
for his service in Korea half a century ago.


