m Borough Reorganization will be held Saturday, Jan. 7 at 1 p.m. at the Senior Center.
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A house fire broke out on Irving Street on the morning of January 1. Numerous fire companies were called
in to assist South Plainfield Fire Department; Plainfield and New Market fire departments were two of the
‘companies responding. For story, see page 10.

60 CENTS

For the first time in borough
history, the governing body will bc
wmpnscd entirely of chubhmn
members after tomorrow’s. Borough
Reorganization meeting, which will
be held at the Senior Center at 1 p.m.

On November 8 residents elected
Derryck White and Alex Barletra to
three-year terms. Dick Frank, who
was sworn in on November 21, 2011,
will finish out Mayor Matt Anesh’s
last year of his unexpired three-year

South Plainfield Police are inves-
tigating a rash of vehicle burglaries

December 25. All the vehicles bur-
glarized were left unlocked, and the
perpetrators entered without force.
Some of the stolen items included
GPS navigation units, laptops and
cash. All of the burglaries occurred

that occurred during the week of

JANUARY 6, 2012

All-Republican Governing
Body Takes Over Saturday

term on the council.

During his term Derryck White
hopes to “control taxes and spend-
ing” and preserve South Plainficld’s
“small town atmosphere.” He would
also like to “improve the quality of
life for families” and “focus on keep-
ing the borough a safe community.”

“I cannot do it alone,” said White,
who is looking forward to working
closely with residents and various

(Continued on page 10)

Police Report Rash of Auto Burglaries

in and around the South Plainfield/
Plainfield border near Clinton and
Plainfield avenues.

The police are reminding residents
to lock their vehicles and to report any
suspicious individuals they observe in
the area. Anyone with information
should contact Sgt. David Delair at
(908) 226-7682.

Twenty-five students were named winners in the
2010/2011 Junior Journalist program at the May
11 banquet held in their honor. Also pictured are
program sponsors Charlie and Debbie Kurland of
Hometown Heros and South Plainfield Observer
publisher Nancy Grennier.
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SPBA/SPHS Co-Sponsor
Career Day

The South Plainfield Business Association
(SPBA) and South Plainfield High School
(SPHS) co-sponsqred Career Day on April
26. The panel discussion was intended to
expose students to a variety of profession-
als and careers with an opportunity to ask
questions about their education employment
requirements.

Fourteen members of the SPBA volun-
teered their time to be on the panel and an-
swer questions from 300 SPHS juniors. The
panel discussion took place in two sessions,
with approximately 150 students in cach
group. Students asked the panel members
questions about various careers, who in turn
referred to their own education and careers.

R A O O

@Hﬂ) 1he Year in feview

The Observer takes a look back at
the stortes that made news in 2011

Five Girl Scouts
Earn Gold Award

The South Plainfield Girl Scout commu-
nity held a Gold, Silver and Bronze Award
ceremony at South Plainfield High School
on May 14. A total of 45 girls received
awards-five gold, one silver and 39 bronze.

The Gold Award is the highest achieve-
ment within the Girl Scouts of the USA.

- Only 5.4% of eligible Girl Scouts success-

fully earn the award. The achievement of the
award demonstrates leadership and organi-
zational skills through the development of a
plan, putting it into action and successfully
completing a project that benefits the com-
munity. Gold Award recipients are: Elizabeth
J. Becker, Amelia Rose Lyte, Sarah A. McCa-
rhy, Sheetal P. Sharma (Troop 65118, lead-
ers Jane Becker, Carol McCarthy and Kathy
Hoagland) and Sarah Elizabeth Hageman
(Troop 65888, leader Sue Hageman).

S O S A O

Mark Tomei Named

Star-Ledger Player of the Week

South Plainfield High School junior, Mark
Tomei was named the Star Ledger Player of
the Week for week eight in varsity baseball.
Mark plays outfield for the Tigers and is
their lead-off batter. He is batting an even
.500, and at 96 at bats Mark has 48 hits
which include 17 doubles, four triples and
seven runs batted in.

Mark has greatly assisted the Tigers during
the Greater Middlesex Conference tourna-
ment games. In the quarter-finals Tomei
singled, doubled, triplcd and scored three
runs. Addmonallv, in the semi-final game
against Perth Amboy, Mark hit a three-run
home run, and along with his teammates
advanced to the final game of that tourna-
ment against Old Bridge.
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299 Fifth Graders
Complete DARE Program

A graduation ceremony was held at Sacred
Heart School on May 23 for the fifth grade
DARE class.

Specially trained South Plainfield Police
Officer Lloyd McNelly spent 16 weeks
teaching the children the skills they need
to avoid involvement in drugs, gangs and
violence. Attending the ceremony was Police
Chief Jim Parker, Capt. Matt Koep, Mayor
Matt Anesh and Councilman Alex Barletta.

R KA N KK KKK KR

Members of Boy Scout Troops 125 and 207 look
on as Master Sergeant John Welgos, U.S. Army
Special Forces (Ret.) and VFW Post #6763 Com-
mander Vincent Perry (right) salute after placing
wreaths to honor fallen veterans at Veterans
Memorial Park.

(Continued on page 5)
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Want to stay informed about the business of your Council and BOE?

BOFOUg.h Council meetings air on Comcast Channel
Council 96 Mondays at 7 p.m. BOE meetings air on
& BOE Thursdays at 7 p.m.

To purchase a complete copy of a council or BOE meeting, contact the Observer.
(Check Cameast community bulletin board for last minute time changes.)

council )

Meets twice a month on Mondays, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers  Questions? 908-226-7605

Agenda Meeting Public Meeting
Reorganization Meeting January 7 (1 p.m. at Senior Center)

January 17 (Tuesday) January 17 (Tuesday)
February 6 February 6

All Agenda Meetings begin at 7 p.m. followed immediately by the Public Meeting, unless
otherwise noted. Meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with the N.J.
Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.) in the Council Chambers at 2480
Plainfield Ave.

planningc

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641
. January 10~Reorganrzatron Meetmg at 6: 45 p.m.

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641
» January 12-Reorganization Meeting at 6:30 p.m.

boardofeducation

Meets Wednesdays at Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave.
Committee of the Whole meetings (begin at 6:00 p.m.)

Jan. 11, Feb. 8, March 14 and April 4.

Regular Public Meeting (begin at 7:30 p.m.) except where noted*

Jan. 18, Feb. 15, March 21, April 11.

Meets once a month at 4:30 p.m. in 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

Meets second Monday of the month at 7 p.m., 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building

cultural:

Meets the third Tuesday of the month at the PAL at 7: 30 p.m.
Jan. 17, Feb. 21, March 20, April 17, May 15, June 19, July & Aug.-No Meeting, Sept. 18,
Oct. 16, Nov. 20, Dec. 18

libraryi<
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday, at the library at 7 p.m.
recreation< on

Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7716

faxpayers:

The Taxpayers Advrsory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave at 7 p.m. Questions? 908 769-0786.

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.

environmental:

Meets once a month (second Wednesday) Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m.
Questions? 908-226-7621

Meets once a month (first Wednesday) Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m.

Too cold to go out? To get home delivery of the Observer,
call (905) 665-0010 or email spobserver@comecast.nel.

The South Plainfield Observer is published weekly on Fridays
by G&G Graphics Inc.

How to Reach Us
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1110 Hamilton Boulevard, Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Ph: 908-668-0010 * Fax: 908-668-8819
Email: spobserver@comcast.net
www.spobserver.com

EDITORIAL
908-668-0010

CIRCULATION
To subscribe to the Observer
call (908) 668-0010

ADVERTISING
Display (908) 668-0010
Classified (908) 668-1258

Production AsSiStants................ Barbara Smith,
Kelly Stashko, Payal Sindha,

Rebecca Bianchi

Contributing Photographers........ Louis Mormile
Advertising Sales......Jane Dornick, Jean Fultz
Roxanne Cortese

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief ......... Nancy Grennier
Associate Publisher............... Wayne Grennier
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Staff Writer/Photographer ....... Patricia Abbott
Staff Writer ... i
Editorial Assrstams ..Jane Dormck, Jean Fulz

The South Plainfield Observer (U.S.PS. 018253) is published weekly, except Thanksgiving week. Second
class postage paid at South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080-9998. Postmaster: Forward change of address
orders to G&G Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004. Subscrip- -
tion rates $29.95/year in South Plainfield; $34.95 year out of town.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We encourage the submission of stories and photos. To have an article published: Type (double spaced)
the article and mail, email or fax. Include name, address and telephone number. Deadline for submis-
sion is Monday, 5 p.m.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Submit letters to the editor by mail, email or fax. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to
edit for clarity or length. Letters must include name and phone number, for verification,

Tocommentonthecontentortosuggestastoryidea, contacttheeditorat(908)668-0010.

By By Patricia Abbott

The John E. Riley School’s win-
ter concert was held on December
21. The concert featured the school
orchestra conducted by Bruce Miko-
lon. The young musicians performed

March of the C “adets, Beginner Medley
and Jolly Old Saint Nick.

The chorus, directed by Tobie
Baldwin, performed Hine Matov, Will
You Be Herve This December; Someone
in the Chimney and St. Nick at Night
accompanied by the Language, Art,
Music Program (LAMP) students
who played recorders.

LAMP students were Brianna
Padovano, Alexx White, Chris Rodri-
guez, Michael Skolnick, Julia Parker,
Sherlyn Tamayo, Alex Us, Harrison
Anesh, Joseph Anesh, Ryan Frontz
and Robert Rivera.

Orchestra members were: Violin-
Victoria Akpan, Allyson Betyeman,
Kaylee Bisantes-Llevena, I\ml\n
Block, Danielle Bythell, Dlmcllc De-
Carlo, Kelly Gorman, ]uob Heacock,
Jay’La Lin, Nichelle Mcrcado, Johan
Ovalle Morales, April Nguyen, Skyla
Negron, Brianna Padovano, Elizabeth
Ramnarine, Shabana Rashianally,
Christopher Rodriguez, Natalic Ro-
mano, Jessica Romero, Jeffrey Rosa-
rio, Julia Parker, Mackenzie Surowiec,
Sherlyn Tamayo, Puja Vengadasalam,
Alexx White, R\, an Winick, Samantha
Zelek; Vl()ll Harrison Anesh, Joseph
Anesh, Kayla Cooper, Obinna Ibeku,
Alyssa Pllmm Emrehan Seferoglu,
Michael bl\olmd\ Cello-Sara D: lit)ul
Anya Wilson; Bass-Dominic hus~

2325 plainfield ave. eoylamﬁdé £
908 561 2808

wwwmohnsflorist.com

* weddings and receptions

« sympathy designs * everyday floral gifts
* fruit, gourmet, gift baskets

* dish gardens * halloon bouquets

tini.

Riley Chorus ¥
members were Cody
Adams, Victoria Ak-
pan, Jack Anderson, §
Jessica Andrade,
Joseph Anesh, Se- %8
bastian Annaman-
thado, Moira Apgar,
Olivia Ardito, Kyle
Bali, Caitlin Barbara,
Kayle Besantes, Kait-
lyn Block, Court-
ney Bohl, Deleaney
Bom Jackie Borrcm
Gensis Bosse, Heather Braun, Cynthia
Calix, Nicola Carannante, Marissa
Castagna, Alexys Craggan, Joseph
DiFrancesco, Katherine Dwyer, Ken-
nedy Ferguson, Griffin Fraser, Nicole
Freire, Rub\'(xmn Emily Gongalves,
Jonathan Gonzalez- Ross Nicholas
Hannon, Jacob Hc;lc«)ck, Chimoa
Ibeku, Nour Ediris, Jessica Jelall,
Katelyn Luster, Mia Lynch, Angelica
Mmoqum 1~mll\ Martinez, Sh: ul\nn
Martinez, Caitlin McC Jonville, Nicole
Mehl, Diondre Mondesir, Jocelyn
Mortensen, Jean-Luc Olry, Nicole
O’Sullivan, Alfred Pace, Brianna Pado-
vano, John Padovano, Hailey Palmer,
Ericka Paredes, Angelena Parlapiano,
Ace Price, Sergey Prokofiev, Alanna
Rivera, Chris R()drwuu Jeffery Ro-
sario, Alexis Russo, )usnn Shay, Emily

@ Prudential The Strength of Teamwork,
the Reputation for Results.

Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda
Sue Espin, Michele Leavy

Soden, Nicholas Sosa, Lisarielle Soto,
Brianna Tirado, Michael Turner, Puja
Vengadasalam, Amanda Yuill, Saman-
tha Zelek and Jasmine Zubieta.

BOE Vice President Debbie Boyle
attended the concert.

New Jersey Properties
Moretti Division

South Plainfield’s Premier Real Estate Team
225 Maple Ave,, South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Bus: (908) 755-5300 ext. 302
Cell: (908) 578-1166

Homes@L GENCE R
The Lacerda Team "or oy oo s

www.LacerdaTeam.com

FASANQ

732.752.3555

FREE ESTIMATES

HEATING & COOLING

We've got a special attraction for you....

Ruud Super High Efficiency Air Conditioners and Furnaces -
Paired Up For Peak Performance!

The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

Cosmetic & General Dentistry + Exam, Cleamng &X-Rays!
Loay Deifallah, D.D.S. v $79.99

. s 3 New Patients Only. May Not Be Combined
281 Durham AVe. ' South Plainfield + With Any Other Coupons or Discounts
www.durhamdentalcenter.com

3255

+ Must Present Coupon. Expires 2/10/12.

13 Wall St., Raritan, NJ 00 HES 1Zoom In Office Bleaching
www.wsdental.com ::’l_‘l’:“‘;'

1 May Not Be Combined With Any Other
1+ Coupons or Discounts. Must Present

Call For Your Appointment at Either Location |

SOBT91-0900 . . LSStIZIONNSsIalialiilN

Most Insurance Accepted ¢ Financing Available
Se Habla Espanol

Evening & Weekend Hours by Appointment

§ $199.99 Regular $599 .g

Coupon. Expires 2/10/12

FREE

Implant Consultation
+ Including X-Ray fequ
+ May Not Be Combined With A

+  Coupons or Discounts. Musl Presenl
' Coupon. Expires 2/1

......................

PP ——
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New Business to Improve
Borough’s Economic Forecast

By Libby Barsky

The new year brings prospects of
increased building and increased em-
ployment in the borough. A revised
application to build an auto claims
center on McKinley Street will bring
Progressive Insurance Company be-
fore the Planning Board soon.

Progressive had initially proposed
the redevelopment of the Dombroski
Salvage Yard in-2008 by replacing it
with a two story, 50,000 ft. building.
The first floor would have a claims
center for cars damaged in accidents,
with a regional headquarters on the
second floor. At an informal hearing
of the Planning Boards’ November 22
meeting, attorney Walter K. Abrahms
requested guidance on how Progres-
sive Insurance can proceed to build a
claims center on the 4.75 acre lot on
McKinley Street, essentially reducing
the size of the building and scope of
the initial project.

When Progressive made the origi-
nal proposal, the council authorized
the Planning Board to perform a pre-
liminary investigation of the property
to determine if it was in need of rede-
velopment. In May 2009 the property
was rezoned from M-3 heavy industry
to OPA-1 to accommodate office
buildings, resulting in the cleanup of
the area and improving the borough’s
gateway appearance at the Route 287
exit on Durham Avenue.

Also, PSE&G has received pre-
liminary and final site plan approval
to make improvements on an existing
building at 4000 Hadley Rd. The
inside of the 28,000 sq. ft. ware-
house would be reduced to 15,000
sq. ft. Offices would be built on two
different floors. The existing second
floor would be expanded by adding
22,000 sq. ft. and creating a total of
93,000 sq. ft. of office space. The
plan required 477 parking spaces, but
PSE&G requested to have 414 park-
ing spaces and bank the additional
spaces. PSE&G is also planning to
build a new facility on Cragwood
Road.

Councilman Alex Barletta noted
the following businesses will also be
coming before the Planning Board
with the following proposals:

* EE Cruz, a heavy construction
company, is seeking to relocate its
main headquarters to South Plainfield
on Ryan Street.

* Ferro Corporation, located at
3900 South Clinton Ave., global sup-
pliers of technology based materials
for a wide range of manufacturers

e TN
The South Plainfield Elks
Veterans Committee

is selling the Entertain-
ment Book for $30.

Contact Lou

Peralta at
(908) 756-6406.

J

Kennedy School Student Council members volunteered their time to
help out at the Senior Center holiday luncheon on December 17. The
children sang two songs from their winter concert. They also enjoyed a
pizza party the next week for their efforts. Students who attended were
Brody Donovan, Robby Ginda, AJ Massaro, Sebastian Rohrer, Colin Farrell,
Mackenzie O'Brien, Erika Rems, Saru Castillo and Jordan Lovett.

Plainfield Animal
Hospital to Host
Dental Fair

Plainfield Animal Hospital, located
at 2215 Park Ave., will hold a Dental
Fair on Sunday, Jan. 29 from 2 to 4
p-m. in celebration of National Pet
Dental Health Month.

The festivities will include free den-
tal check-ups, discounts on future ser-
vices, tooth brushing and home care
demonstrations, giveaways, contests,
door prizes, tours of the hospital, re-
freshments and much more.

National Pet Dental Health Month
is held to promote public awareness of
the importance of dental care for pets
in order to prevent dental problems,
gum disease and the general health of
your pets. All are welcome to attend

For more information, call or visit
the website at www.plainfieldanimal-
hospital.com. If you plan to attend,
you can register by calling (908)
755-2428 by January 21.

Tax Assessment List

The 2012 Tax Assessment List
will be available for review on
January 25 in the Tax Assessor’s
office located at 2480 Plainfield
Ave. The office will be open from
8am. to4p.m. ’

South Plainfield Director of Social Services Marge Ackerman (left) receives
a $1,000 check from Unity Bank South Plainfield Branch Relationship
Manager Maria Sivo for the Social Services Holiday Project. The donation
was part of a special community service project where Unity Bank and
its employees donated a total of $14,000 to organizations throughout
its service area. The funds were donated by Unity Bank employees and
matched by the bank.

DENTAL IMPLANTS

and markets, is proposing a possible
$1M expansion.

* Hobby Lobby, aretailer selling arts
and crafts materials, fabrics and party
supplies will be moving into the space
vacated by Sears in Middlesex Mall.

Limite d
Tame
()j‘fer

Per Implant (Denture/Abut/Crown must be done in
conjunction with implant in this office for special.)
* Prepaid cash/check. Must present ad.
Insurance exclusions apply. Call office for details.

§W';Cosmetic Dental Associates welcomes orthodontist John Faitor
. DMD, to our Hadley Center office beginning January 2012.

FREE CONSULTATION

Over 2,500 Successful Surgeries By Specialists
With Over 65 Years Combined Experience

g Need Care at a
Reasonable Cost?

What Are You Waiting For?

CALL NOW!

e [Lab On Premises

* Affordable Implant & Denture Options  * Emergencies Seen Same Day
* New Patients Welcomed * No Interest Payment Plans

Cosmetic Dental Associates

3 Locations for Your Convenience

4917 Stelton Rd. W CHAPFEL HILL DENTAL
| Piscataway/S. Plainfield Jll Middletown/Red Bank

908-561-5100 132-345-8460

Cosmeticdentistnewbrunswick.com

Specialty permits # 3085 and #2107

New Brunswick

132-246-0288

Cosmeticdentistnewbrunswick.com

chapelhilldentalarts.com
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Start the New Year
by saving 30%-50%
off your heating bills!

Sales * Service ¢ Installation
Oil to Gas Conversion
24 Hour Emergency Service
Commercial & Residential Service
Work directly with the Owner
Family Owned & Operated *Competitive Pricing
Over 20 yrs. experience in the Heating & Cooling Industry

’ 9 a0l Owner:
o e U Rl 0 A B X' Edward
Heating & Cooling larrapino

732-906-9 111 wics tavrossssono j%

www.larrapinoHeatingandCooling.com SreEl s

Giant Sub Sandwiches 2 to 6 Feet

Chicken Cutlet Sandwich Platters
Assorted Sub Platters # Sloppy Joe Platters
Sausage, Pepper & Onions ® Meatball Parmesan

HOMETOWN HEROS
340 Hamilton Bivd. 908-T755-HERO (1376

South Plainfield www_hometownherosdeli.com
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Happy New Year!
Please patronize our advertisers.

hear Ctyle

Hair Qalon
& Barber Shop #L

Specializing in
Fades, Corporate Cuts,
Brooklyns, Hot Towel Shaves

| Kids $12- Adults $16]
(908) 422-4286

25 South Plainfield Avenue

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10-8
Walk-Ins Welcomel!

Any Barber Service
With This Coupon. Exp. 2/10/12

oNE STEP BODY

pergonal training for women
Get Fit—2012
Affordable Options!
All Classes for the Month $120.00
Including:
ZUMBAs, Turbo Kick, BootCamp, & Yoga

Other Available Services!

+ Bridal Bootcamp
¢ Life Coach
¢ Nutrition
Persomal Traming

¢«  Hyvpnosis

Massage Therapy
AND MORIE..

One Step, One Commitment, One Body...A New Life!

www.onestepbody.com
Ask for Jill: 732-423-2070

to find out all the outdoor excitement
of the Boy Scouts of America. There
is no cost for this event.

To pre-register, please contact Jim
Donelson at (908) 361-9699 or by
email rvtroopl25@aol.com. Please
pre-register by Monday, Jan. 23.

Sacred Heart

| entrance 1s on Jackson Avenue. An-

{ nual membership fees are due. New
members can also sign up.

| If you have historic artifacts you
would like to display at the center, we

would gladly welcome them. A his-

tory buff recently found seven musket

balls in a former camp site in town.

2012 Annual Membership fees
($10) are now due!
Please stop in & check out our
new and exciting programs.

MONDAYS :
éctivr? Seniors ..........e.we. 8:30 am S|ngles Lunch Concert
FOCNOYNG ssesrestinmsrsonsians 9:30 am
Yoga ...ccowviesses 10:30 am ja:ular?)hlfS b | ] February 12
Art Class 11:30 am UL 08 P EwEa vy The Sacred Heart Music Minis-
TUESDAYS ages of 45-60 will be held at Ruby try will present “Another Night on
BINDO J)anseiorissesiainelis 10 am-2 pm Tuesday, 4701 Stelton Rd., on Sun- Broadwas® 6h Soril Bab. 19 o8
Ladies GrOUP woorressee 10am | | day Jan. 15 at 12:30 p.m. (aeway. COSNISES e eie P2
o 5 o p.m. The concert will feature music
WEDNESDAYS To register or for more informa- f o Bl sl Wi
Exercise Class................. 8:45 am tion, contact Dennis Scalera at (908) DR JUCL DEOVEC. P LY
Shopping ........cc...... 22212683 Price is i Bty Side Story, The Sound of Music, Peter
lélcr)‘r?l E&r;mq% o : O O Pan and Beauty and the Beast.
Bl ekt ybI : For more information, call Dan
CrOCREENG arterersssmsssisirsersss 1 i
40 e S S e 2 m National Pet Dental Mahoney at (908) 756-0633, ext.
Health Month 139. A free will offering will be taken
LHURS;)AYS he d g
ctive Seniors ................ 9:30 am at the door.
grafts Glass . i 10 am Ja,’;;‘ag 29{ 1d Animal Hosital
omputer.. 10, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm 1¢ Flainnield Ammal Hospital, AT fob s
Exercise Classi. ot 1:15 pm located at 2215 Park Ave., will hold Ouf of Town ,
FRIDAYS a Dental Fair on Sunday, Jan. 29 from " y
Bingo. ..10 am-2 pm 2 to 4 p.m. in celebration of National Tickets on Sale for

Pet Dental Health Month.

The festivities will include free den-
tal check-ups, discounts on future ser-
vices, tooth brushing and home care
demonstrations, giveaways, contests,
door prizes, tours’ of the hospital,
refreshments and much more.

Formore informationcall (908) 755-
2428, or visit www.plainfieldanimal
hospital.com Register by January

Taste of Somerset
May 21

The 20th annual Taste of Somerset
is scheduled for Monday, May 21 from
6 to 9 p.m. at The Palace at Somerset
Park, 333 Davidson Ave. in Somerset.
Proceeds from the event support the
PeopleCare Center and the non-profit
tenants housed in the facility at 120

VFW Country Breakfast

January 8

The South Plainfield VEW, 155
Front St., is holding a country break-
fast on Sunday, Jan. 8 from 8 to 11
a.m. The public is welcome.

For more information, call (908) 21. Fil,l L,icmc .AVC' in Bridgcwatcr. :
668-9751. [aste tickets are available at a dis-
Be-A-Scout counted price of $65 if purchased be-
Historical SOCie fore January 31. Tickets are available
) ty 1 WOrkShOp | online at www.peoplecarecenter.org

Monfhly Meehng January 30 | or at the PeopleCare Center office.

For more information, call (908)
725-2299.

Be-A-Scout Workshop #2 will be
held on Monday, Jan. 30 from 7 to 8
p-m. A small social will follow. This |
workshop is designed for the boys |
who couldn’t make the first work- |
shop, but still want the opportunity |

January 10

The first Historical Society meet-
ing in the new year will be held on i
Tuesday, Jan. 10 in the History Center 1

|
|

Send Your Community
Events to:

spobserver@comcast.net

located in the BOE building, 125 |
Jackson Ave., at 7 p.m. Parking and

Nowis aperfect time to sellyour coins & unwanted gold to raise some holiday cash!

BUYINGALL COINS, PAPER MONEY, SCRAP GOLD,
AN STEREINGSILVER, AND PRECIOUS METALS

. ~ My top dollar offer is made up front! All transac-
{ tions are strictly confidential and performed in
a professional, straightforward manner. I have
over 33 years of experience buying and selling
collectibles. I am a mem-

References %

8~ prICES

Available {3 ber of the South Plainfield 5@
Upon o FAID Business Association, and | =n

Request

my family has been resi-

e er the dents of South Plainfield for almost 10 years.
we-Lon Oﬁ | will evaluate your material and provide you with
Absolute

a free VERBAL appraisal (Call for details).
jceS  GREGORY S. HEIM, LLC
_Best F13CC,

Full-Time Coin Dealer and
Professional Numismatist

908-405-6408
CALL ANYTIME

(If no answer, leave message.) I am available
for appointments every day of the week from 8AM-8PM

www.njcoinbuyer.com
» Gold, Platinum, Palladium & Silver Bullion _#%3

Email: gregheim@njcoinbuyer.com
» 10K-22K unwanted gold jewelry and scrap gold.

ALL UNITED STATES COINS * Sterling silver (forks, knives, spoons, trays,
* 1935 and before Silver Dollars etc.) as long as it is marked “sterling” or
* 1964 and before United States 90% silver dimes, ~ “0.925."
quarters, and halves : : * United States & Foreign Proof Sets, Mint
* 1965-1970 United States 40% silver half dollars  Sets, and Commemorative sets
* 1958 and before cents (aka “wheaties” (government and non-govern-  QIINAIN
and Indian Head cents) ment issued)
* All U.S. paper currency (e.g. Silver certi- *Quality, Vintage Sportscards
ficates, gold certificates & Red Seal $2 bills) (generally 1975 and before) &
* All foreign coins and paper money ‘ selected sports memorabilia

Collectors Cl

You will always receive a base quote on all of the items that | buy (i.e. $25 & up).
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LOOKING
BACK

(Continued from page 1)
Library Gives Back

$146,302 to Borough

At a special meeting held May 25, the
Library Board of Trustees approvcd a
resolution to make a one-time contribution
of $146,302 to the borough'’s taxpayers. The
board also adopted new strategic, technology
and capital plans to submit to the New Jersey
State Librarian.

According to Library Board of Trust-
ees President Eric Aronowitz, “The actual
amount of the funds to be transferred
was determined by the library’s auditors.”
The one-time contribution was made in
compliance with the N.J.S.A. 40:54-14 law
which covers the necessary steps to transfer
excess library funds to municipalities.
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US Airways Flight 1549, better known as “The
Miracle on the Hudson," is seen on Hadley Boule-
vard as it passes through South Plainfield on its
650-mile journey which ended at the Carolinas
Aviation Museum in Charlotte, N.C. The Airbus
A320, traveling from New York to Charlotte,
N.C.,, was made famous when its engines were
crippled after it struck a flock of geese. The 155
passengers and crew all survived.

PEE O S O

New Downtown Location
Proposed for Library

Councilman Rob Bengivenga made a
proposal that the South Plainfield Library
consider relocating its facility across from
Borough Hall to the former site of Oak Tree
Farms and a portion of Walgreens, which
is planning to downsize. The proposed

The Tear in Review

The Observer takes a look back at
the stories that made news in 201 1

12,000 ft. space is located on South Plainfield
Avenue, across from the post office.

Bengivenga had already met with the
owner of the property, Frank Butrico, who
said that no special permits will be needed for
the library to relocate in the shopping center.

Bengivenga met with Library Board of
Trustees President Eric Aronowitz on May 24
to discuss the new location. He also spoke to
the members of the Library Board during its
special meeting on May 25.

2 R S R R R EE S S R R

Mass, Reception Held
To Mark Closing of

Sacred Heart School

Sacred Heart School, which has taught
hundreds of children during its 58 year
history, closed its doors shortly after the
eighth grade graduation ceremonies were
held. Pastor Father John Alvarado celebrated
a Mass of Thanksgiving on June 5 honoring
the 58 year history of the school. After Mass,
a reception was held in the school cafeteria.
Sacred Heart students and teachers gathered
together along with past teachers and alumni
to reminisce about their experiences while
attending the school.

D I S

Victims of 9/11 Honored
At Middle School Ceremony

A solemn ceremony was held at the Middle
School on September 9 to commemorate
the tenth anniversary of the September 11
attacks on the Twin Towers. The ceremony
took place outside on the grounds of the inner
courtyard of the school. Students assembled
in a semicircle around a special flagpole and
small model of the Twin Towers with a plaque
listing the four hijacked airliners—American
Airlines Flight 11, United Airlines Flight
175, American Airlines Flight 77 and United
Airlines Flight 93— that were all destroyed on
September 11.
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Open Hour
Mon-Sat : 9 30am - 7:00pm

Nail Spa
Sunday: 10:00am - 6:0pm

335

: Manicure
i & Pedicure (10 min.)

Callous R
New Clients Only Byl

'
With coupon or ly Not o be cc . Wit
jl

t certificate.xpl

bined with any offer or
213172012

Eyelash Extension

911 Oak Tree Ave. S. Plainfield.

: Spa I Pedicure
+ HotStone Leg Massage » :

: FREE Manicure & Eyebrow

With coupon only, Not 1o be combined y With coupon anly, Not to be combined § With coupor + combined
with any offer or gift certificate. with any offer or gitt cestificate.
e L oy Al L e A R o o Rk e 2 SR -
H ' '
' $39 : $35 t  Wax Special !
: .
: 45min l'o"t Reflexology ; + Eyebrow Up or Chin $5/ea
'
. s (45 min.) +Under Arm $8
: Facial : or Ear Candling @ + Full Leg & Bikini SO
0 e (30 min. ) . 5
1 With coupon only, Not to be combined : With ¢ v only, Not to be combine : With coupon anly, Not to be combined 3
. with any offer ot gift certificate. . mnmn; I « certifica . wit or gift certificate. N
. EExpires 2/31/2012 . . 2/31/2012 '
e 3 e e e Wi 1 e G 8 5 o e QS LS S
$65 New Customer

Special

( Any service)

l»

| DeSIgne
UV Polish Gel i| 1 Bagels
& Pedicure

GE] ALL THE NEWR YOU WANT SUBSGRIBE'

For home delivery, call 908-668-0010 or email spobserver @comcast.net.

“

e

Licensed
& Insured

Dl!lﬂcllﬂnub&c!'r
L3 PACELS §

FOR ONLY

908-222-4010 I

"@Del

i Golden Acres Shopping Center l
692 Oak Tree Ave., S. Plainfield

e e s

GUTTER SPECIALISTS

v Cleaned

v Repaired

v Installed

* Roofing & Siding

» Soffits and
Aluminium Trim

Call Chiris for
FREE ESTIMATE & Best Price!

732-424-0454

Wesley Methodist
Welcomes New Pastor

Reverend Gina Kim
was officially installed
as new pastor at Wesley
United Methodist.
Kim replaces Reverend
Nehemiah Thompson who
was transferred to North
Brunswick. Thompson is credited with
enlarging Wesley’s congregation during his
eight years of leadership.
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A monument honoring the victims of 9/11
was dedicated at the Junior Baseball Club on
Saturday. The memorial includes a steel beam
from the Twin Towers.
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Student Charged With

Disorderly Conduct

Tiwo South Plainfield High School students
were taken into custody after a New Jersey
State Police Bomb Squad search discovered
an Airsoft rifle and Claymore Mine device
while scarching the students’ lockers. The
investigation began after a report was made of
a suspicious object located in an athletic field
behind the school on Lake Street. The object
was discovered by a maintenance worker
from Sodexo Inc. in the open field behind the
gymnasium.

Members of the New Jersey State Police
Bomb Squad responded and identified the
item as a “destructive device.” The device,
constructed of commercially available
pyrotechnics, was determined to be safe and
was secured for forensic examination by the
New Jersey State Police Crime Lab.

MONDAY-FRIDAY
3-bpm

Library is Covered By

Insurance for Flood

South Plainfield Library, which was flooded
with four inches of water by Hurricane Irene
on August 28, was recently notified that they
will receive insurance reimbursement and
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) funds to pay-for the ongoing
cleanup. The borough had initially been
told the library was not covered by flood
insurance.

The borough’s insurance carrier, New
Jersey Municipal Self Insurers Joint Insurance
Fund, will be providing $50,000 less the
$1,000 deductible. FEMA will cover the
remainder of the cost. To date, the library has
accrued nearly $100,000 in costs for removal
and storage of library items currently stored in
trailers donated by Hall’s Fast Motor Freight.
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UNICO Celebrates

Columbus Day

Plainfields’ UNICO Chapter sponsored the
annual Columbus Day program at the South
Plainfield Municipal Building. Dignitaries
from throughour the state, as well as guests,
attended the ceremonies, who on this day
were all Italian. Columbus Day became an
official federal holiday in 1968.

(Continued on next page)

2501 Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield
908-757-1818

www.flanagansrestaurant.com

Happy Hour
SPECIALS

25% OFF the PRICE of:
DRAUGHT BEERS « WINES by the GLASS
MIXED DRINKS « ENTIRE PUB MENU

SUNDAY

25% OFf Burgers & Draught Beer
3:00-6:00 PM

MONDAY

Wing Night 7:00 pm-11:00 pm
50¢ a wing (min. 10)

TUESDAY

Late Night Happy Hour
9:00 pm-11:00 pm

THURSDAY

Ladies’ Night-50% OFFf Drinks &
Pub Meny,9:00-12:00 am

SATURDAY

$2 Miller Lite Pints * $4 House Wines
7:00 pm-12:00 am
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(Continued from previous page) and friends each organized a team for their L1brary Rep airs Complete donate their time for the betterment of the

The Observer and the South Plamfleld Busmess
Association co-sponsored a “Meet the Candidates
Night” on October 26 at the Senior Center. The
moderator for the evening was Mary Lea Schmidt
from the League of Women Voters, pictured
with Council candidates (L-R) Derryck White,
Dick Frank, Councilman Alex Barletta, Schmidt,
Councilwoman Chrissy Buteas, John Sorrentino
and Paul McCullen.
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Kids Learn Fire Safety Up
Close at Public Safety Day

South Plainfield’s annual Public Safety Day
on October 15 offered fire and safety facts
combined with fun, food, adventure and an
all around favorite—freebies.

The day featured the police department,
rescue squad and the Office of Emergency
Management offering children and adults
firsthand experience about the important
work they do. DARE police officers were
on hand to fingerprint children, the rescue
squad displayed their rigs and assisted in an
automobile extrication demonstration and
the Office of Emergency Management was
on hand to answer questions and talk about

their procedures in the event of an emergency: .

Close to 200 people attended the annual
event.
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Buddy Walk Raises
$31K for Advocacy

The Buddy Walk 2011 was held on
October 1 at Putnam Park. More than 550
artended the annual walk. Twenty-eight

“reams” participated. Parents, family members

family member with Down Syndrome.
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Republicans Sweep

Council Seats

Thirty-three percent of South Plainfield’s
13,699 eligible voters went to the polls on
November 8 and elected the three Republican
candidates running for Borough Council.
Alex Barletta received the higher number of
votes (2,420) to earn a three-year council
seat. Newcomer Derryck White garnered
the second highest number of votes (2,374).
With 2,349 votes, newcomer Richard Frank
will fill the unexpired one-year term left
vacant by Matt Anesh.

Incumbent Chrissy Buteas, who has been
a council member for three years, was the
highest Democratic vote getter with 2,062
votes. Paul McCullen, running to fill the
one-year unexpired term left vacant by Matt
Anesh, received 2,023 in his first election bid.
John Sorrentino received 1,948 votes.
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Wood Shop Fire Forces

High School Evacuation

Firefighters from the South Plainfield
Volunteer Fire Department and Plainfield
Fire Department responded to a fire at
South Plainfield High School. A small fire
was located in the dust collecting unit in the
wood shop. The fire created a heavy smoke
condition in the industrial arts classrooms.
There were no reported injuries.
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The South Plainfield Library Board of
Trustees meeting on November 1 was held in
the library for the first time since the library
was forced to close its doors due to flooding
from Hurricane Irene on August 28. The
library was expected to re-open on Monday,
Nov. 14 at 10 a.m.

As a result of Hurricane Irene, library
records that were stored in cardboard boxes
were impossible to salvage. To safeguard and
provide a more permanent storage method of
the library’s records and minutes, the board
voted to accept the proposal from Innovative
Imaging for $7,920 to digitize the records.
They were also authorized to digitize 10 years
of the South Plainfield Observer.
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Labor Day Throat Slasher

Gets 262 Years

Anthony K. Cole, 25, of Woolworth
Avenue was sentenced to 265 years in prison
with credit for two years served in Middlesex
County Superior Court by Judge Bradley
Ferencz on various charges, including the
attempted murder of Department of Public
Works (DPW) employee David Donatelli.
The incident occurred after the Labor Day
fireworks display in Spring Lake Park on
September 7, 2009.

C()lc was convicted on August 12 of

of a weapon, p(xsscsm(m of aw cap()n for

an unlawful purpose and hindering his
apprehension after fleeing the scene. A
separate indictment charged Cole with a
count of certain persons not to have weapons.
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Ashnault Joins the Ranks
of Cappy Recipients

Longtime volunteer wrestling and baseball
coach Bill Ashnault was named the recipient
of the ninth annual Cappy Award, and
honored with a dinner at the Senior Center.

Named for late Deputy Police Chief
Tulio “Cappy” Capparelli, the Cappy Award
recognizes those individuals who selflessly

youth of South Plainfield.

Ashnault volunteered as an assistant
wrestling coach with the high school, was the
middle school wrestling coach, and served in
various capacities with the South Plainfield
Wrestling Club. He coached a variety of teams
at the South Plainfield Junior Baseball Club
and was an all-star coach for over 10 years.
Ashnault was also a Pop Warner coach for a year.

In addition, Ashnault has been a member
of the Recreation Commission since 2001.
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Scalera to

Head Up SPVFD

Deputy Chief Tom Scalera of the South
Plainfield Volunteer Fire Department will
take the reins as chief this month from Larry
DelNegro, who held the position since 2002.

Scalera, known to many as “Bubba,” is a
lifelong resident. He has held the position
of deputy chief for the past 11 years and is
currently employed as a licutenant with the
Plainfield Fire Division for the past 25.

Franklin Students Honor

Local Veterans

Franklin School’s annual Veterans Day
program was held on November 9.

The students spent several weeks learning
how these brave men and women keep our
country safe by listening to stories, drawing
pictures, writing poems and more. Their
efforts were rewarded with a large turnout of
veterans of all ages, ranks and branches of the
military. Many of the older veterans wore their
original uniforms, some decades old. It was
the largest turnout in many years.

Redevelopment Plans

Proposed For Former
Cornell-Dubilier Site

It has been 13 years since the former
Cornell-Dubilier Electronics site on
Hamilton Boulevard was placed on the

Superfund National Priorities List by the U.S.

Visit us at
2801 Hamilton Bivd..
to see all the products
available for your
landscape projects.
Do it yourself or let the

professionals do it for you.

EDISON ¢ (732) 549-7387 (:Tr0)
3775 Park Avenue

8199
¥

Bringing,y ﬂmpre South

e

T%

Blainfield

A MONTH
FOR LIFE

LANDSCAPING suwuss & NURSERY

= Shrubs

* Red, Black, Tan Playground Mulch & Root Mulch

* Topsoil Seed, Erosion Products, Weed Mat,
River Red Stone & Stone Dust

| + Large Selection of Small Engine Parts &
Landscaping Supplies & More

Come Visit Us at 2801 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Fri 7am-5:30pm
Call forweekend hours

908-822-1000

We Can Help You Do It Yourself
Or We Can Do It For You!

RIGOLOBGK

PAVERS & RETAINING
WALLS

- Contractors Welcome

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
The property has been in the final stages of
cleanup for the past three years, with the
EPA recently completing a five-year review.
Groundwater testing will continue on the site.

In August property owners DSC of
Newark Corporation came before the South
Plainfield Planning Board to outline their
plans for the redevelopment area, which
included a Wawa store/gas station, an STS
Tire Service retail store and a building that
would contain 10 units of flex space with a
small office/warechouse in each unit.
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Civil War Flag Dedicated
A 33-star flag flies over the Civil War

Memorial Stone in Monument Park in honor
of those residents of South Plainfield who
gave their lives in defense of the Union after
ceremonies held on November 27. The pole
and replica flag were gifts from the American
Legion, UNICO and Robert Bengivenga, Sr.
to the South Plainfield Historical Society.
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Rafalowski Appointed
Curriculum Coordinator

The Board of Education appointed Paul
Rafalowski curriculum coordinator at the
November 16 meeting. The position has been
vacant since Dr. Lorraine Cella replaced Dr.
Fred Oberkehr in February 2010. Rafalowski

will officially start his new position on January

2,2012.

Rafalowski, a graduate of Montclair
University, received a master’s degree in
education administration and supervision in
May from Rutgers University. He is currently
tca(hmg, mathematics at the middle school.

The 1ear in Review

The Observer takes a look back at
the stories that made news in 2011

Four South Plainfield Police Officers were sworn
in during Monday’s council meeting. Pictured
(L-R): Officers Brian Zielenski, Christopher Reid,
Michael Sikanowicz, Christopher Robles and Police
Chief James Parker. Reid and Robles are former
Newark Police Officers, Zielinski was a Westfield
Police officer and Sikanowicz took the alternate
route, attending the police academy on his own.
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Sewer Increase Goes
Into Effect Jan. 1

The Borough Council passed a resolution
to increase the sewer tax by 1%2% at a public
meeting held on December 5. The increase
amounts to an additional $5 per year for
homeowners, increasing the annual fee to
$320, which is billed twice a year in March
and October. For those who qualify for a
senior reduction, the increase is $2.50 a year.
The increase will take effect on January 1.

FOE R AR KK KK KK KK RN

Fire Chief to Step Down

South Plainfield Volunteer Fire Departmcnt
Chief Larry DelNegro will be stepping
down to lxu)me ()m of four deputy chiefs
~ on January 1 after
© serving as its leader
~ for a decade. Deputy
" Chiefof 11 years Tom
Scalera will be taking
his place.

DelNegro had been
a borough firefighter
since 1984. During his
tenure, DelNegro was
able to secure over SSO() 000 in federal grants
to expand and modernize the department.
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Annual Tree Lighting
Honors Plane Crash Victims

For the 27th year, the 85-foot high fir tree
that sits on the front lawn of the McCriskin-
Gustafson Home For Funerals was the
center of attention during the tree lighting
ceremonies. When lit, the magnificent tree

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor

Mass Schedule:

Saturday Mass 9:00 a.im., 5:00 p.an.
Sunday 9:00, 11:30 a.m.

Holy Days 6:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.

times by appointment

Daily 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
7:00 p.m. Monday (Church), Thursday (Parish Center Chapef)

Sacrament of Reconciliation—Saturday 10-11:30 a.m. and at other

Want some

g0od news?

can be seen several blocks away.

Members of the South Plainfield High
School Traveling Choir, led by Joan Stasio,
entertained the crowd by singing holiday
songs before, during and after the ceremony:.
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Two Police Officers

Promoted

Two South Plainfield police officers were
promoted during the Borough Council meet-
ing held December 5. Sergeant Daniel Noonan
was promoted to lieutenant and Officer
Daniel Hoppe was promoted to sergeant.
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Midnight Madness Kicks
Off Basketball Season

The South Phainfield High School Varsity
and Junior Varsity Boys and Girls basketball
teams celebrated the start of their season by
borrowing the college tradition, Midnight
Madness, which was held in the high school
gym on December 2.

Midnight Madness offered a number of
contests for the teams and audience members.
Teams participated in a three-point shooting
contest and a dunk contest.
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Kennedy Third Graders
Finalists in Choir Contest

Kennedy School music teacher Barbara
Habeeb was rehearsing with students last
month for the annual holiday concert when
she learned of the 101.5 EM Radio Choir
Contest from parent Jennifer Ratti. As the
contest was ending on November 23, Habeeb
quickly recorded the song the third graders
had mastered, Holly Jolly Christmas, and
entered the contest clectronically via the radio
station’s website.

“They knew all the words,” said Habeeb,
who for the past month has been preparing

Delivering the
best of South Plainfield
since 1997

* Fech remained to coach

the combined third grade classes twice a week

during the music period of teachers Teresa

Luck, Kevin McCann and Britany DeNitzio.
At 11 a.m. on December 21, the radio

station notified Habeeb that Kennedy School

was a finalist. The station played the song

on the Denis and Judy show at 11:50 a.m.

Habeeb sent out a notice advising parents

to begin voting for the students by going

to the station’s website, www.NJ1015.com,

beginning at noon on December 21 through

noon on December 22.
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Ralph Fech Coached

Bowling for 37 Years

When Ralph Fech retired in 1997 after
teaching math for 38 years at South Plainfield
High School he did not leave his students.

the bowling team which
he started in 1970. In all,
Fech coached bowling
for 37 years, amassing
28 championship teams,
five individual student
champions, three First
Team All-State Groups
selection and many team sportsmanship
awards. He was selected Coach of the Year
17 times as well as being inducted into the
NJSIAA Hall of Fame Class of 2000.
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Students Perform in 38th
Annual Tuba Christmas

South Plainfield Public School students
performed at the 38th annual Tuba Christmas
Concert on December 11. The first Tuba
Christmas was presented in Rockefeller
Center in 1974, and was conducted by Paul
LaValle of Band of America fame. This
unusual Christmas tradition is firmly estab-
lished in over 200 cities around the world.

To reach local readers,
there’s no better way
than in the Observer, the
most read publication in
South Plainfield.

For advertising information
and rates,
call 908-668-0010
or email spobserver@comcast.net,
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Student Council Treasurer Cara Capone, Vice President Niko Vasquez,
Secretary Mikey Behr and President Brandon Wizda stand in front of the
Giving Tree where all of the requested gift items were filled by students,
teachers and staff.

Student Council Hosts a Flurry of Activities

By Jane Dornick

Grant School Student Council has
been working hard this school year. In
October, the council helped plan and
also facilitate a “spirit week” in honor
of National Red Ribbon Week, a pro-
gram that addresses alcohol, tobacco,
other drug and violence related issues.
The event was immediately tied in to
the “Week of Respect” in November.

The student council also held a
canned food drive during the week
of Thanksgiving during which time

students, faculty and staff donated
canned items that were donated to
Social Services in the borough.

During the month of December,
Student Council Advisors Susan
Grey and Julie Flasser and members
created a “Giving Tree.” Members
created ornaments which indicated
clothing and items that families were
in need of during the holiday season.
Each year, students, parents, faculty,
administrators and staff members
purchase the items which are collected
and delivered to Social Services.

PBA, Middle School PTO
Benefit Volleyball Tournament

The second annual benefit vol-
leyball tournament is slated for
Sunday, Jan. 29. The event is being
co-sponsored by the South Plainfield
PBA Local #100 and the South
Plainfield Middle School PTO. The
tournament will be held at the high
school and middle school and will
feature three divisions: Adults, teen-
agers and kids.

All proceeds from the tourna-
ment will go towards additional
scholarships for borough high school
students in 2012. Each year, the
South Plainfield PBA Local #100
and South Plainfield Middle School

Scooters
from Twin City

Make a
wonderful Gift!

Pharmacy & Surgical

Twin City Pharmacy &
Surgical partners with
Golden Technologies &
to bring you the best
products to enhance §
your life and allow you
to be active and mobile.
The Scooters in our store
are best-in-class products

to give you many years

of comiortable and
carefree use.

PTO offer multiple scholarships to
graduating seniors based on merit,
school activities and community
involvement. These proceeds will
help each organization reward addi-
tional deserving students from South
Plainfield.

More information about register-
ing and other activities that day will be
released in the coming weeks. If you
would like to sponsor prizes and/or
product for the event, please contact
Officer Pete Magnani at (908) 226-
7678 or email pmagnani@southplain
fieldnj.com or call Debbie Boyle at
(908) 803-1573.

Your
Health
Matters

Bur team of mobility If you have any questions
expents will keln find o want (o discuss special requirements,
the Scooter that's  please contact us directly and our team of
nemIBtYeR. opiity experts will help find the Scooter
that's right for you. Prices begin at $799 and
there are numerous options to chaose from.

» Hospital beds
*Wheel chairs
+ Walkers
+Diabetic,
Surgical &
Ostormy
Supplies

 «Wound Care
+ Oxygen

Ifqualified, Medicare may cover part of the cost of your scooter. Your supplemental
insurance could cover the remaining balance allowing a ZERQ cost to you. This
also depends on the type of policy you have and whether or not we are listed as
providers for this4nsurance company. Our staff will be more than happy to assist
you in any questions you may have concerning insurance.

Twin City Pharmacy

& Surgical

Telephone: 908-755-7696. Fax: 908-755-6003.
1708 Park Ave South Plainfield

Bill Ashnault RPh.~Owner * Sandy Severini-Owner.
Tom Cassio Jr~Owner = James Kim RPh.

24 Hour Emergency Care Service—Free Délivery '

Pictured is the 1962 South Plainfield High School Varsity wrestling team. Coach Al Ranger (far right) started
the wrestling program 50 years ago this season. Friday, Jan. 20 is SPHS Wrestling Alumni Night; come out
and watch the Tigers take on Camden Catholic as we honor our wrestling alumni and celebrate the 50th
Anniversary of SPHS Wrestling. Pre-match ceremony to start at 6:15 p.m. Post-match reception at Flana-
gan'’s, sponsored by the South Plainfield Wrestling Club. All wrestling alumni, family and friends of South
Plainfield wrestling are invited, adults only please.

Rec Wrestlers Ring in the New Year
At Golden Bear Tournament

The South Plainfield Recreation
Wrestling team spent New Year’s Eve
day at the second annual Golden Bear
Tournament in Kenilworth. Over
600 wrestlers from the surrounding
tri-state area participated with South
Plainfield sending 50 of its own
wrestlers.

Striking gold with a first place
finish were Nick Campagna, Steven
Twist, Johnny Padovano, Anthony
White, Tommy Fierro, Luke Nie-
meyer and Zach DelVecchio. Second
place went to Andrew Loniewski,
Bobby White, Joseph Difrancesco,
Jake DelVecchio, David Loniewski
and Divon Pender. Finishing in third
place were Noah Santos, Roger Mc-
Coy, L Wart, Mike Marrero, Daniel
Borsos, JJ Giordano, EJ Nieves, Justin
Bell, Joe Sacco, Jake Giordano and
Brenden Hedden. Fourth place went
to Robert Barrios, Jeff Jacome, Chris-
topher Poggio, Zachary Esporrin and
Isaias Ramos.

Also participating for the young
Tigers were Mustafa Beg, Bradley

Zelek, Rohan Castillo, Nicholas Rob-
ertson, Mikey Kurilew, Xavier Santos,
Frankie Flannery, Chase Donovan,
Nick Loniewski, Sebastian Santos,
Alex Amaro, Connor Adams, Ryan

BY GARY LAMPASONA

Final registration for the Spring
2012 Season is Saturday, Jan. 14 from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. After this date, the
registration fee will increase $20 per
registrant. First time participants
must bring a copy of their child’s birth
certificate. Also available are sign-
ups for managers, coaches, umpire
classes, committees and Snack Stand
Caprains.

Call the clubhouse at (908) 754-
2090 for further information. You
can also download the registration

JUNIOR BASEBALL CLUB
Spring 2012 Registration

Marston, Connor Patterson, Louis
Difrancesco, Lucas Amato, Tyler
Amato, Ryan Patterson, Anthony
Penyak, Colby Huber and Darius
Mullens.

form from our
handouts section on

our website at www.leaguelineup.
com/spjbc. Just fill it out and mail it
to our address.

Sign Sponsors are still available for
the 2012 season. If’s a great way to
attract local patrons to your business.
Your name in front of thousands of lo-
cal residents. Just download the forms
from our website or call the clubhouse
for more information.

Your Health

A Source for Medical/Dental/ Wellness Professionals

To advertise your
business in Your
Health Matters,
call 908-668-0010.

CAREGIVER SERVICES

Marisol’s Home
Caregiver Services

N\r\‘r f h{u

~ Advanced Chzropmctzc
[%llness Center |

® Neck pain, back pain. headaches, numbness, &m:\lmg‘
weakness & pain in arms and legs * Fibromyalgia * Sciatica
* Auto accident related injuries © Whiplash

* Advanced certification uuah\phﬁl\ injurics

904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite O, South Plainfield
(908) 561-1777 Fax: 908-561-9711

www.drozbalikchiropractic.com
Most major medical insurance & Medicare accepted

Dr. Norayr Ozbalik, DC

19 years experience

Family owned & operated
Providing affordable
in-home care, daily or live-in

NJ State licensed, fully insured & bonded

Services include and are not limited
to:

* Companionship * Meal prep

*» Personal care « Laundry

» Transportation  * Errands

» Light housekeeping + Medication reminder

Please call for a free
in-home consultation.

Call (732) 912-9312

o
*Most insurance accepted.
Office discount plen
o) available*

Saturday & Evenjng Hours Available

The Center _for Aesthetic and
Reconstructive Dentistry, ELC

JOSEPH AIELLO, D.D.S.

..................

FREE CONSULTATION

Implant or Invisalign
with X-ray (Regular Price *175)
May Not Be Combined With Any Other
Coupons Or Discounts Expires 1-13.12

o ONLY
| 56599

) New Patients Only - Regular Price $285
! May Not Be Combined With Any Other

1
i
'
1
1
1
4 1 Coupons or Discounts, Expires 1- ]3 12
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Clients and pet lovers alike donated food, treats, toys and more to
Plainfield Animal Hospital’s annual pet food drive held during De-
cember. All items were distributed to area shelters, including Plain-
field Area Humane Society. (L-R) Laurie Green, president of Rawhide
Rescue; Dr. Scott Linick, director of the animal hospital; and Rawhide
Rescue volunteer Lynn Donnelly.

south plainfiel ;
green ‘ team

The following is from the South Plainfield Sustainable]ersey Green Team. This and future news
releases are meant to provide the community with an understanding of how the choices they
make can lead to a more sustainable future for themselves and the Borough of Soutly Plainfield.

Put Some Green Resolutions

on Your List for 2012
...and try to live up to them.

By Dorothy Miele, SP Green Team

How many of us make New Year
resolutions-and don’t stick to them?
The list of typical ones such as lose
weight, exercise daily, be nicer to the
boss, go to church, win the lottery, is
cndlcss but hopdullx not useless. We
make rcsolutlom because we think we
need improvements.

It’s not too late to think bigger. The
planet s in peril. Global warming, wild
erratic weather, land, air and water pol-
lution and loss of irreplaceable natural
resources are fact, not fiction. We can
all pull together by acting responsibly
for the greater, greener good of our
community, state, nation and planet.
Put some green in your life. Change
some habits that contribute to an
unhealthy environment. The changes
you make affect not just you, but
everyone clse.

Stop prolonged vehicle idling.
Besides emitting air pollution and
contributing to asthma, idling for
more than three minutes is unlawful.

Reduce, reuse, recycle. By doing
50, you will help to conserve natural
resources, landfill space and energy.

Launder using cold water. You
don’t need to waste money running

the hot water heater for laundering
clothes. They get just as clean in cold
water as hot and this reduces your
carbon footprint.

Install a low flow toilet. You'll
save money with every flush. If you
can’t replace the toilet, place a plastic
bottle filled with sand in the toilet
tank (be careful not to interfere with
the mechanisms inside). Other types
of low flow hardware can be installed
on showerheads and faucets.

Lower your dependency on oil.
Walk, carpool, ride a bike if possible.
Join the Mayor’s Wellness Campaign
for solutions to healthier living.

Save energy. Lower the thermostat
several degrees in the winter. Open
windows or use fans instead of using
air conditioners in the summer.

Conserve water. Take shorter
showers; save greywater (dishwater,
sink water) for plants; shut the water
off while brushing teeth; water the
yard during the cooler parts of the day:

Compost. Reduce the amount of
houschold trash that’s headed to the
Jocal landfill while producing nutrient
rich soil for your gardens.

Buy rechargcablc batteries. They
can be used many times over and can
be recycled.

Knights Annual Youth Free Throw

South Plainfield Knights of Colum-
bus Council #6203 is sponsoring the
annual youth free throw contest on
Sunday, Jan. 8 at Holy Savior Acad-
emy in the gym (old Sacred Heart
School) located at 200 Randolph
Ave. Boys and girls ages 10 to 14 are
invited to participate in the local level
of competition. Winners will move on
to the District Championships.

Registration will be held at 8:30
a.m. Competition starts at 9 a.m.

All contestants on the local level are
recognized for their participation in
the event. Participants are required to
furnish proof of age (birth certificate)
and written parental consent.

For more information, call Robbi
Matusz at (973) 534-6447.

R

T4's o Whnnerd

Charlie Kurland of Hometown Heros delivers dinner to Junior o
Journalist winner Ally Makowski pictured with her mom,
Mary; dad, Edward; and sister, Meghan.

Obituaries

Anita Patricia Hook, 74

Anita Patricia (Slonaker) Hook
passed away on Wednesday, Dec. 28 at
RW] University Hospital in Rahway:.

Born and raised in Rahway, she
was a 1955 graduate of Rahwqy
High School and has lived in South
Plainfield for the o— g
past 46 years.

She spent her
time as a home-
maker, cooking
and caring for
her family. Pa-
tricia was a hard
working woman
and her sarcastic
wit will be missed by everyone who
knew her.

She is predeceased by her parents,
Jacob and Edna (Mintel) Slonaker
and by four siblings.

Patricia leaves behind her loving
children, Alan Hook and wife Stella
of Lakewood, Christopher Hook
with whom she lived, Donna Spector
and husband Peter of Bridgewater,
Patricia Hook of Kill Devil Hills,
N.C. and Laura Hogan and husband
Donald of Point Pleasant. She will be
missed dearly by five grandchildren,
Christopher, Ashley, Grant, Erinn and
Cait; six siblings and by many nieces,
nephews and extended family.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Nicholas D. DiPaolo, 64

Nicholas D. DiPaolo died suddenly
on Wednesday, Dec. 28 at JEK Medi-
cal Center in Edison.

Born in Plainfield, Nicholas has
lived in Plainfield and North Plain-

Anita Patricia Hook

field before becoming a resident of

Dunellen 10 years ago.

He worked for various trucking
companies, most recently as a dock
worker for Red Star Trucking.

He is predeceased by his parents,
James and Mary (Dessino) DiPaolo
and by a brother, James.

Nicholas is survived by four sib-
lings, Michael and wife Prudence of
North Plainfield, Thomas and wife
Bonnie of Denver, Colo., Daniel and
partner Jose Gomez of Piscataway and
Dominic and wife Angela of North

"HOMETOWNH HEROS

We Jewill send to any
home a beautifully
arranged and wrapped RS
Assorted Sandwich Tray oy

with two of our homemade $4995

salads-Any Day-Any Time. Serves 8-10

908-755-HERO (4376
www.hometownherosdeli.com

Plainfield. He also leaves behind
many nieces, nephews and extended
family:

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations sent
to the American Cancer Society, 2600
U.S. Highway 1, North Brunswick,
N.J. 08902 or the American Heart
Association, 1 Union Street, Suite
301, Robbinsyille, N.J. 08691 would
be appreciated.

Douglas E. Borchers, 60

Douglas E. Borchers died Christ-
mas Day at his home.

Born in Summit, he resided there
only a few years before moving to
South Plainfield.

Douglas co-owned the Park Hard-
ware Store in Plainfield with his
brothers for over 25 years. He enjoyed
playing basketball, especially during
his high school and college years.

tive positions with the State Depart-
ment of Criminal Justice.

She is predeceased by her parents,
Maria and Felice Romano; three sis-
ters, Mary Cordasco, Constance Rose
and Stella Colonnello; and a brother,
Carlo Romano.

Helen is survived by three children,
Carol and Michael Rose of Lake
Shawnee, James and Patricia Accuost
of Cedar Knolls and Linda Scioscia of
Bloomfield; four grandchildren, Mi-
chelle Venino, Michael Rose, Cynthia
Jones and Stephanie Accuosti; three
great-grandchildren, Ava Venino,
Sophia Venino and Michael Rose, Jr.;
two sisters, Rose Murphy and Jose-
phine Stack; and a brother, Nicholas
Romano and wife Mary.

Funeral services were held at Hig-
gins Home for Funerals in Plainfield.

The family has requested that dona-
tions to the Church of St. Bernard,
368 Sumner Ave. Plainfield, N.J.
07062, be made in place of flowers.

He is predeceased by his.mother,
Marguerite Faistl Borchers.

FrankJ. Gonzalez, S, 77

Surviving are his father, Donald
W. Borchers of South Plainfield; two
brothers, William Borchers of New
Hampshire and Richard Borchers of
Plainfield; a nephew and a niece.

Funeral services were held at Hig-
gins Home for Funerals in Plainfield.

Helen Ann Accuosti, 87

Helen Ann Accuosti of Bloomfield,
peacefully entered into eternal rest on
Sunday, Jan. 1.

Helen lived in Bloomfield for the
last 50 years. She is the wife of the late
James Accuosti, a veteran and former
staff sergeant of the U.S. Army Air
Corps and a graduate of Seton Hall
University.

Helen had a full career spanning
35 years with both the Essex County
Medical Examiner’s Office and the
New Jersey State Department of
Criminal Justice, serving as head sec-
retary to the state medical examiner
and continuing in various administra-

Frank J. Gonzalez, Sr. died peace-
fully on Sunday, Jan. 1 at his resi-
dence.

Born in Plainfield, he has been a
lifelong resident of South Plainfield.

He was the proud owner of Marcel
& Son Barber Shop in Iselin. Frank was
a member of Sacred Heart RC Church
and the B.RO. of Elks #2298 both of
South Plainfield, as well as belonging
to the National Rifle Association.

He is predeceased by his parents
and two brothers, Joseph and Cono
Gonzalez.

Frank is survived by his wife of
56 years, Shirley (Stein) Gonzalez;
three children, Frank J. Gonzalez Jr.
and wife Donna of Belvidere, Dennis
of South Plainfield and David and
wife Emieco of Gregory, Mich.; a
sister, Marcella Augusto of Edisomn;
eight grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

“4n Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home”
HOME FOR FUNERALS, LL.c

(908) 561-8000
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Pre ArranGemMENTS * S/S Mepicaip ProtecTion ® CREMATION SERVICES

GRreen BuriaLs

James A. Gustafson, Pres./Mgr. * N.J. Lic. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin II, Vice-Pres./Dir. * N.J. Lic. No. 4564

Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. * N.J. Lic. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, Dir. * N.J. Lic. No. 3382
Daniel M. Erickson, Dir. * N.J. Lic. No. 4798

WWW. mccriskinfuncralhomc com

[&)- 220

2456 Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
(908) 756-2800
Michael L. Castoral, Manager, N Lic. No. 4305

www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com .

/
QUTH PLAINFIELD

FUNERAL HOME

« @ UR FAMILY CARING
FOR YOUR FAMILY

SINCE 7949

Pre-planning
« Bereavement Support Group
Proud member of Veterans & Family
Memorial Care

—y
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On the morning of New Year’s
Day the South Plainfield Police and
Fire Departments were dispatched
to Irving Street on a reported house
fire with the female homeowner
trapped in a bedroom on the sec-
ond floor.

Firefighters® initial attempts to
enter the house through the front
door to rescue the victim, Elizabeth
Wright, 73, were halted by high heat
and dense black smoke on the first
and second floors. Wright was on the
second floor where conditions were
worsening, but she made her way to
a bedroom window where she sig-
naled her location to the emergency
personnel on scene.

The fire apparatus was not yet on
scene, but Officers Francis Fusaro lo-
cated an aluminum extension ladder
in a neighbor’s yard as Officers Jo-
seph Papa and Daryl Strother 2 attemp-
ed to keep Wright from jumping.

With assistance from Fire Depart-
ment Chief Thomas Scalera and
firefighter Anthony Tomacheck,
Captain Joe Abbruzzese ascended
the ladder and grabbed the victim
from the window; she was losing
consciousness at the time.

“She was ready to jump,” Scalera

Woman Critical After
New Year’s Day House Fire

said. “She took a lot of smoke in.”
“T would also like to thank Police
Officers Shanta Hunter, Joe Papa,
Daryl Strothers, Frank Fusaro and
firefighter Anthony Tomacheck who
assisted in the rescue.”

Wright was treated at the scene
by EMS personnel from Somerset
Medical Center and Paramedics
(Mercy 9) from John E Kennedy
Medical Center. She was airlifted
by the N.J. State Police Northstar
medivac helicopter to Saint Barna-
bas Hospital, where she was admit-
ted and 1s in critical, but stable, con-
dition. She is being treated for col-
lapsed lungs and smoke inhalation.

Lieutenant Charles Siedenburg and
Officers David Franchak and Chanta
Hunter also assisted at the scene.

There were no other occupants
in the home. The two alarm blaze
was brought under control in about
a half hour with the assistance of
additional fire companies from
Plainfield and Piscataway:.

The cause of the fire was deter-
mined to be electrical, originating
on the first floor of the home. The
home was determined to be unin-
habitable due to extensive smoke
and fire damage.

Anthony nEfnas chats with seniors at he annual South Plainfield
High School senior luncheon.

SPHS Students Host
Senior Luncheon

By Patricia Abbott

South Plainfield High School
Student Council recently provided
members of-the Senior Center with a
jump start on the holidays, combining
entertainment and a delicious meal.

Seniors arrived en mass to the school
where they listened to an abbreviated
version of the annual winter concert.
Guests enjoyed the concert and jazz
bands, as well as the chorus and the
Emeralds and Jades singing groups.

While the seniors were enjoying

All-Republican Governing Body

(Continued from page 1)
organizations to accomplish his goals.

White has been a resident for the
past six years. He is a C.E.R.T. Team
member, has served on the Zoning
Board and is the Riley School PTSO
liaison to the school board. In his pro-
fessional life White is a division sales
supervisor and is also an ordained
deacon at Christ Fellowship Church
in Elizabeth.

Barletta, who was appointed by

the council in January of 2011 to fill
the second year of Anesh’s unexpired
term, will now serve three additional
years on the council. Last year he was
chair of the Economic Development
Committee and served on the Finance
and Public Safety committees.

Dick Frank served as a U.S. Marine ,

for eight years and was honorably
discharged. Afterwards, he was given
an elite assignment with the State
Department Security Service. Frank

is a former American Legion com-
mander and a commandant. of the
Marine Corps League. He has 30
years of experience in the corporate
and private sectors in diversified
management positions.

The annual Borough Council
Reorganization meeting will take
place this Saturday, Jan. 7 at 1 p.m.
at the Senior Center. A reception at
the American Legion on Oak Tree
Avenue will follow.

the music, the final lunch period
was in progress. After the remaining
students left to return to class, the stu-
dent council members moved in and
quickly transformed the cafeteria into
a holiday diner. The room was cleaned
and each table was set complete with
centerpiece, salad and hot homemade
soup allowing the guests to begin
their meals. Sodexo employees, who
had cooked the meal, were kept busy
in the kitchen plating the food.

Student servers delivered steam-
ing dinner plates of turkey, gravy
and vegetables to cach table. They
also provided coffee, water and des-
serts. The students took the time to
welcome and chat with the guests.
Student Council Advisor Anthony
Encinas was on hand to supervise
the students.

Radios played holiday music, and
during a few free minutes many stu-
dents gathered to sing to the seniors.

Ihc annual holiday luncheon
hosted over 40 seniors, with 15 stu-
dent council members participating.

BOE Vice President Debbie Boyle,
attended the luncheon.

Fundraiser for
Snake Bite Victim
Postponed

The Almost Famous Players (AFP)
coffechouse fundraiser has been post-
poned for several weeks while the
group seeks additional volunteers. -
The event is a benefit for young Zack
Szala, great-nephew of Plainfield
Animal Hospital receptionist Barbara
Drumgould.

The eight year old was bitten twice
by a rattlesnake in his home state of
South Carolina in late November.
The family has no medical insurance.
Although released from the hopsital
on December 30, he has a long haul
in front of him and the financial toll
on the family continues to be bur-
densome.

The coffechouse will feature local
performers of all ages. The tentative
locale is the South Plainfield Senior
Center. Numerous performers/ bands
have expressed an interest so far, but
AFP is still in need of additional acts,
including soloists and vocalists with
or withour accompaniment. There
will be an interesting comedy act
as well as the Montclair State voice
majors performing a song a capella.

Additionally, AFP is seeking mon-
ctary donations, as well as donations
of refreshments, raffle baskets and
door prizes.

Additional help will be needed in
the areas of selling tickets, handling
the concessions, security and more.

Anyone interested in assisting
is asked to contact Pattie at angel
only@aol.com or to call (908) 346-
2290.

Without the help of more volun-
teers, this event can not take place.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/

AUTO BODY

AUTO REPAIR

CARPET / FLOORING

COMPUTER REPAIR

R&C Sm 1962
AUTO BODY

Expert Color Matching
24 Hour Towing »
llteﬂme Repair Warranty

ii\» 908-757-1933

‘//f =X e
3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

OB

Complete Foreign & Domestic  TIRES
Auto & Truck Repair « Tune Ups
0il Changes * Shocks & Suspension
Air Conditioning » Exhaust Systems

« Brakes & Front End

235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

908-754-8313

Fleet Service

Residential & Commercial
“We'll Bring Our Mobile Store to your Front Door*®

G & MY WAY CARPEI'

MyWayCarpe:,gom AND FLOORING. 1-877-699-2922

1- 908-757 3470

m.Fme-Ants-Smg.com 0% No intrest, No payments for 1 year

=

MASONRY AND PAVING PLUMBING/HEATING
R 4 | mike ozERaNsKY
6“ " l % |1 PLUMBING & HEATING

2 g

e

PAVING * MASONRY
Driveways * g Lots Iatmg « Pavers + Wallstone
Slate * Bluestone * Excavating * Foundations * Block Work

Cultured Stone * Drainage = Water Proofing
——=1 3RD GENERATION IN BUSINESS ——

908-668-8434

- 2

r,'.l

5

REAL ESTATE

South Plainfield, N]

» Hot Water Heaters
» Additions/Repairs
e Gas Conversions ﬁ
*» New Homes {=

» Free Estimates

Call 908-222-3444

. NJ State
Fully Insured/Bonded Lic #6461

Prudential 1

= New Jersey Properties®

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE
South Plainfield Resident

For Over 39 Years
908-753-4450 X121
(732) 653-0322
Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@att.net

Rose Marie Peiton

Cb Prudential NI Properties®
LGSQ Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069J

L
WcSoﬂ

Barbara Cirigliano

“A Proven Professional”

Weichert’s President’s Club
Resident of South Plainfield &

Tl ed (908) 917-9540 (cell
Realtors |

Because We Do More barbarac@weichert.com
55 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069

SRES, ASP, REALTOR

(908) 561-5400 (office)

MASSAGE

“CENTRAL JERSEY

Holistic Health Center and Spa

» MASSAGE ° REFLEXOLOGY
HYPNOSIS REIKI

‘Roxanne Cortese,co,cup, cM1
2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080 k

(908) 561-1511 d
By Appointment Only "]

IFT CERTIH A IFT BASKETS

K_)f—\ _/_\—J/

2{elel gl [}

Since 1960

J.T. PENYAK
ROOFING

908-753-4222

www. penyakroofing.com

3571 KENNEDY ROAD
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

Computer Repair
Free pickup and Delivery

PC and
Mac

Fast
Service

We come to you.
i Compute
908 548-0732

PLUMBING/HEATING

PLL L L L L L L1

l License
#8741

B

Professional
Plumbing, Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

3
¥
B
B (9085611941
¥
K

South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY

\T T i I i T Y

SNOW REMOVAL

“SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SANDING - SALTING
* Office Buildings
* Apartment & Condo Complexes
* Retail Stores
*Schools and Churches
-Sign up now for 24 hour service-

_908-756-7272 |
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Junior Journalist winner Brianna
Padovano with teacher Christine
Dispenzieri.

Brianna Padovano, Riley School
fourth grade student, is this week’s
winner in the Junior Journalist pro-
gram. Her poem, “My Dog is...,” has
carned Brianna dinner for her family,
courtesy of Hometown Heros.

The program, which encour-
ages students to express themselves
through creative writing, is a joint
cooperation between Hometown He-
ros and the South Plainficld Observer.

Students should submit their
original works to their teachers, the
Observer or to Hometown Heros.

Keep up with what’s going on
in your town... subscribe to the
Observer, delivering the best of

South Plainfield since 1997.

Winners are selected weekly; students
and their works are published in the
Observer. Hometown Heros makes
arrangements to deliver dinner for
the winner’s entire family.

At the end of the school year in
May, Hometown Heros and the
Observer host a banquet celebrating
all of the weekly winners and their
families. A $1,000 U.S. Savings Bond
1s awarded to one student by Home-
town Heros; additional U.S. Savings
Bonds are also awarded. Students are
recognized by the mayor and the state
assembly as well.

For.more information, call the
Observer at (908) 668-0010.

My Dog is...

By Brianna Padovano

As fierce as a lion

As fast as a cheetah

When I walk in the door
she gives me a big SLURP
like a wave knocking down a surfer!
When I watch her eat

It’s like a flash of lightning,
you blink and she is done!
I'love my dog,

she is the best!

I know she is getting older,
But I hope she lives

as long as me.

My dog is phenomenal!

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL

APARTMENT FOR RENT

SO. PLFD.-NEWLY RENOVATED 2 BDR,
basement storage with washer/dryer hook-
up, off-street parking and yard. $1,350/mo.
Call (908) 756-1215.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Want statewide coverage for your classified ad? Statewide Classified Advertising Network
(SCAN) enables you to reach more than 2 million households in the state by placing your
classified advertisement through the New Jersey Press Association (NJPA) in the more than
150 New Jersey daily and weekly newspapers. For more information, call 908-668-0010.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES: $15 for three lines; $1 each additional line.
10% discount for 4 consecutive insertions. Call by 5 p.m. on Monday to place an ad.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Save up to 50 percent off your next heating
bill. Advanced Portable Infrared iHeater® Heat
1000 sq. ft. for about 5 cents an hour! Free
Shipping! Call 1-888-694-0585

Personalized holiday gifts for everyone on your
list! Save 20 percent off qualifying products
from Personal Creations! To redeem this offer,
visit www.PersonalCreations.com/Jolly or Call
1-866-441-3892

SHARI'S  BERRIES-Order Mouthwatering
Gifts! 100 Percent satisfaction guaranteed.
Hand-dipped berries from $19.99 s/h. SAVE 20
percent on qualifying gifts over $29! Visit www.
berries.com/more_or_Call 1-888-903-7184
RED ENVELOPE - Give great. Find the perfect
holiday gift that tells a story. Shop early and
save an additional 20 percent. Visit www.re-
denvelope.com/Hug or Call 888-821-5921
PROFLOWERS- Looking for a Holiday Gift
that will really impress? SPECIAL OFFER
20 percent off qualifying gifts over $29 from
ProFlowers! Offer ONLY available at www.
proflowers.com/Care or call 1-877-593-3211

NEED TO REACH MORE PEOPLE? Place your
25-word classified ad in over 145 NJ news-
papers for $520. Call Diane Trent at 609-406-
0600 ext.24, email dtrent@njpa.org or visit
www.njpa.org. (Nationwide placement avail-
able) Ask About our TRI-BUY package to reach
NY, NJ and PA!

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. 888-438-1090

Honda, Toyota, Nissans, SUVs and Jeeps. All
vehicles WANTED. 2001 and UP. Top Cash
Paid. 24 hr. CASH Pick-up. Any condition.
732-496-1633

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! Place
your 25 word Classified ad in over 145 news-
papers throughout NJ for $520. Contact Diane
Trent 609-406-0600 ext. 24. www.njpa.org.

FINANCIAL

CREDIT CARD RELIEF **** FREE CONSULTA-
TION **** Save Thousands of Dollars. Out Of
Debt In Months - NOT Years!

Avoid Bankruptcy. NOT A High Priced Consoli-
dation. Company Or A Consumer Credit Coun-
seling Program CALL CREDIT CARD RELIEF
866-479-5353 Not Available in All States

H.WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS

ATTN: Exp. Reefer Drivers: GREAT PAY/Freight
Lanes from Presque Isle, ME. Boston-Leigh,
PA. 1-800-277-0212 or www.primeinc.com

HELP WANTED

Drivers - HIRING EXPERIENCED/INEXPERI-
ENCED TANKER DRIVERS! Great Benefits and
Pay! New Fleet Volvo Tractors! 1 Year OTR Ex-
perience Required - Tanker Training available.
Call Today: 877-882-6537. www.OakleyTrans-

Driver - Dry and Refrigerated. Single source
dispatch. No tractor older than 3 years. Daily
Pay! Various hometime options. CDL-A, 3

months current OTR experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com

MISCELLANEOUS

NEED TO REACH THE PRESS? Send us your
press release and we will do the rest! Fee. Call
Diane Trent at 609-406-0600 ext.24,email
dtrent@nijpa.org or visit www.njpa.org.

MISCELLANEOUS

Reach over 1.4 Million Households! Place your
2x2 Display Ad in over 125 NJ weekly news-
papers for ONLY $1300. Call Diane Trent at
609-406-0600 ext.24,email dirent@njpa.org
or visit www.njpa.org. (Nationwide placement
available) Ask About our TRI-BUY package to
reach NY. NJ and PA!

DISH Network. Starting at $19.99/month
PLUS 30 Premium Movie Channels FREE for 3
Months! SAVE! & Ask About SAME DAY Instal-
lation! CALL - 1-866-944-6135

EARN COLLEGE DEGREE ONLINE. *Medical,
*Business, *Criminal Justice. Job placement
assistance. Computer available. Financial Aid
if qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 888-220-
5975 www.CenturaOnline.com

OMAHA STEAKS—Wrap up your Holiday Shop-
ping with 100 Percent Guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks - SAVE 67 percent
PLUS 2 FREE GIFTS! 26 gourmet favorites
ONLY $49.99. ORDER Today 866-534-3352
or www.0OmahaSteaks.com/gift30, use code
45102ESA.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING. Train for high paying
Aviation Career. FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 877-
564-4204

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.njpublicnotices.com - Subscribe to re-
ceive automatic notices: sheriff sales, foreclo-
sures, RFP, bids for schools, town meetings,
variances.etc.

CIeaning out your house?
Sell your stuff in the Observer!
Call 908-668-0010 or email your ad
to: spobserver@comcast.net.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR FIREWOOD / PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | SOLAR

« EXPERT ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING SINCE 1986
« EXTENSIVELY TRAINED TECHNICIANS

Repairs . Maintenance .

Surge Protection
Generators . Landscape Lighting . Solar Systems

732 356 2211
ZENSKYELECTRIC.COM

POOLS

' REAL ESTATE

McCarthy Contractors

Complete Pool Maintenance & Repair
Pools~Ponds~Water Features

1 N o~ ——

We seil & install ~ SALES AND SERVICE!
safety covers and Blaise McCarthy
do liner changes Member of NSPA =20 Years Exp.

Fully Licensed & Insured * SOUTH PLAINFIELD

Gt [
Schedule your pool closing now! RN -2%iV{'}
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TREE/SHRUB WINDOWS & MORE

PEESGEETTS

‘ On Time Eleetrieal |
Contreetor 11.€

Residential » Industrial » Commercial |
No Job Too Small

908-451-3313
On Call 24 hrs. |

Fully Insured &
Bonded N\J ‘

BILL RITCHEY  Lic #8854

@ Prudential

New Jersey Properties

Cynthia “Guancione” Freund
Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate

Cell 908-447-6980
Bus 732-494-7677

3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840

CynthiaFreund@

DISCH TREE EXPERTS

MEMBER

120 FT. CRANE RENTAL

Professional Tree & Shrub Care

Fully Insured, Free Estimates

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

BILL DISCH « PRESIDENT
(732)968-5830+(732)803-7086 (cel)

Plant « Feed ¢ Prune ¢ Spray
Year Round Tree Program
Land Clearing * Firewood

Tree & Stump Removal

«a»
FREDERICKSON

WWINDOWS PLUS

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
% VINYL SIDING
% WINDOWS & DOORS
% SEAMLESS GUTTERS
% GUTTER GUARDS
% CusTOM DECKS
(732) 213-8295+(866) 355-9393

.

L/

= Berfoy RMSimtre maamces, LL

Storm Damage and Fall Clean Ups Availahle Now!!

New Customer Discount!!

SNOWPLOW FIREWOOD

Residential or Commercial

P S LTS

Pick Up or Delivery

The Observer delivers news about what
matters to you. It's about your government,
events you want to know about, an inside
look at what's going on in your schools and
more. It's all about your town, every week.

Se‘wimi 50.«!’\ sﬂ‘ain(&:lé Simx 1997

AR N AREE E AT AN OUR BUSINESS

hat?

To subscribe to
the Observer, call
908-668-0010 or email
spobserver@comcast.net.

Thanks for reading the Observer!

Without our readers (& advertisers) we wouldn't be here; so thanks folks!
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High School Holiday Concert Features Special Performances

By Patricia Abbott

The South Plainfield High School
Music Department presented the an-
nual holiday concert on December
20. This year’s concert featured the
jazz. ensemble and concert band di-
rected by Roger Vroom, the orchestra

conducted by Bruce Mikolon and the
chorr, traveling choir, concert choir,
Emeralds and Jades directed by Joan
Stasio. The holiday concert played
to a full house and, as always, many
alumni were in attendance.

The evening performance consisted
of two acts with a short intermission.

The festive holiday numbers included
Dr: Calles, Spain, Concerto in D, Prayer
from Hansel and Gretel, Sleigh Ride, A
Christmas Celebration, Christinas on
Broadway, Do You Hear What I Hear?,
Merry Christmas Darling; The Coventry
Carol, 1{';]1# the Candles, Hanukkah, O
Holy Night and Hallelujah Chorus.

BOE Implements Recommendations to
Improve Student Testing Results

By Libby Barsky

September traditionally brings
in a new school year, but this new
calendar year brought in many
changes to improve testing results.
In February 2011 and again in March
2011, members of the Department
of Education visited the district to
audit its compliance with the ARRA
(American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act), IDEA (Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act) and
NCLB (No Child Left Behind)
programs and to recommend ways
to improve the programs.

On November 22, State Consul-
tant Terri Grey met with the district’s
CAPA (Collaborative Assessment and
Planning for Achievement) school
Imdushlp team, including Grant

School principal Ellen Decker-Lorys,
Technology Supervisor Annenarie
Stoeckel, Dlrutor of Special Educa-
tion Laurie Hall and Victor Parisi,
supervisor of math and science. Grey
noted the following initiatives were
implemented:

* A uniform lesson plan design,
emailing of the lesson plan for review
and having the building administra-
tor make several daily classroom
walk-throughs.

* Appointment of 16 on staff

teachers to spend a maximum of two,
one-hour classes a week in after school
programs at Franklin School, Grant
School and the middle school to pre-
pare target students for the NJ ASK
test in language arts or mathematics.

* Appointment of Victor Parisi
as supervisor of math and science

INSURANCE

Trusted
Choice*

Your neighborhood

510 Hamilton Blvd.
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

908-757-6666 FAX 908-561-0032
www.kapeinsurance.com

Business ~- Auto - Home

E

AGENCY

agent since 1961

For ALL Your Pest Controf Needs!

Termites ® Bed Bugs ¢ Ants
(o Bees /Wasps @ Cockroaches
Raccoons g Mice
AND MORE!

Chris Piazza

732-207-3012

06?°t Pese
& albs
< -
(@) o

email: chris@onthespotpestcontrol.com

www.OnTheSpotPestControl.com

and Paul Rafalowski as curriculum
coordinator to align the State Board
adopted version of New Jersey Com-
mon Core Curriculum Standards and
Common Core State Standards to
most recent content standards.

* Promoting student activities and
Student of the Month.

* Further implementation of en-
couraging students to write, with the
appointment of Michelle Rafalowski,
Grant School literary magazine advi-
sor, at the December BOE meeting.

The initiatives were implemented at
a cost of approximately $200,000 for
the administrative salaries of the cur-
riculum coordinator and science and
math supervisor, and teacher tutoring
hours. The compensation of approxi-

- mately $25,000 for student instruc-

tional time is C(mringcnt on funding.

GotiSomethingjto

Blﬁﬂ!ﬂﬂi ars $15 lor Inres ll!lﬁ
gach agaitional fine 1S $1.
0% ot for Tour consecutive Jnseriiens.

Deagiine: Monday, 5 p.m.
Call (308) 668-0010.

Ubscribe!
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Vs J ¥

\.\js;

or E-maﬂ:spobserver@comcast.net

Retired SPHS Vocal Director Tracy
Glenn Murray attended the evening
concert. He received a thunderous
round of applause upon his introduc-
tion to the audience,

There were special performances
by senior Emeralds members and
the Jades. A highlight of the evening

was the presentation of the Hallelujah
Chorus. The cnrirc'smgc and risers
were filled with students; alumni cho-
ral members joined ranks with the stu-
dents to present this amazing finale.

BOE members Bill Seesselberg and
Debbie Boyle were in attendance at
the holiday concert.
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BRENDA VALLECILLA
Attorney At Law
300 Maple Ave, Suite 201 « South Plainfield
908-756-2173
’- Wills/Real Estate/Traffic Tickets/Personal Injury
Divorce/Child Support/Name Changes
Brenda Vallecilla
Mention this ad for FREE consultation
Call for an appointment; Evenings and Saturdays available T A
= L]

PM PARTS &
EQUIPMENT INC

000000000
SNOW BLOWERS

GENERATORS
PUMPS

LAWN/GARDEN EQUIP

In stock & ready for delivery!!

0000000000000
We repair gas, diesel and 2 cycle engines
and all types of equipment!

Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-5pm

Saturday 8am-12p
Free pick-up & delivery available in So Plainfield

Homeowners
Landscapers
Gontractors

Come visit us for:

o Parts
o Sales

o Sewvice
o Rentals

READY
FOR SNOW???

Comvenienty locatedoffof e 1 oEme
Hamifton Bivd in So Plainfield at """:" it e

250 Mack Place

Tel: 908-822-9828
Fax: 908-756-7096

- www.pmpartsandequipment.com
Owners: Paul & Michele Billich




