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PBA Contract Up for
Approval Next Week

By Jane Dornick

The Borough Council introduced
Ordinance No. 1914 on February 7
which includes salary increases negoti-
ated in a new four-year contract with
PBA Local 100. Their last five-year
contract expired on December 31,
2010 which saw annual base pay
raises of 3.9%. If the ordinance is
approved by the council at their
public meeting next Tuesday, police
base salaries will rise only 1.75% this
year and a constant 1.9% each of the
following three years.

Councilman Rob Bengivenga read
a statement thanking the members
of the PBA negotiating team, Pete
Magnani, Lloyd McNelly, Brian Iar-
rapino and Robert Rogers, as well as
CFO Glenn Cullen, Council President
Ray Rusnak and Mayor Matt Anesh.
“Given the economy, this was a very
different bargaining climate than in
years past,” said Bengivenga. “The
PBA understood this and the changes

in the contract reflect this.”

Variations made to the new con-
tract, according to Bengivenga,
include a reduction in minimum
overtime hours from four to three,
a 1.5% contribution toward medical
benefits for current officers and 3%
for new hires and prescription co-pays
increasing from $5 to $8 for generic
and $10 to $15 for name brands.
The starting salary of new officers
was lowered and two new step pay
increases were added.

“About a third of the give backs in
this contract will benefit the borough
in the long term,” commented Ben-
givenga. “It was always easy to reap
short-term gains at the expense of
long-term sacrifices. In my opinion,
we’ve made some nice steps forward
in a different direction.-This is an
agreement that will serve the taxpay-
ers well.” ‘

Rusnak stated that they had been
trying to negotiate a three year con-

(Continued on page 10)

Fall to High

By Kelly Stashko

On Sunday morning, the South
Plainfield Tigers faced Timber
Creek at the Poland Spring Arena
at Toms River High School in the
Group III semi-finals. Because the
match ended in a 25-25 tie, the offi-
cial scorebook was reviewed and the
winner of the match was decided by
using criteria. A crowd of over 5,000
had gathered to watch the top teams
vie for the championship. The clock
ticked away as both the fans and
the athletes of the opposing teams
anxiously awaited the decision.

Although Corey Stasenko was
eventually pinned to end his bout, it
was the early points he scored which
gave South Plainfield the one-point
decision on criteria H (first points
scored). The resulting 26-25 score
advanced the Tigers in the finals for

Wrestlers Win in Semi-finals;

Officials confer after the South Plainfield and Timber Creek match ends
in a tie. South Plainfield was declared the winner by way of criteria.

the second year in a row.

The Tigers had held the number
one ranking in Group IIT Champi-
onship wrestling; however, that sta-
tus changed after the championship
match against High Point.

The Tigers defeat came when
the High Point team won back-to-
back decision victories. The first
was when South Plainfield’s Dylan
Painton fell to Bill Hagany of High
Point (125), followed by High
Point’s Nick Francaville defeating
Tyler Hunt of South Plainfield
(130), resulting in a final score of
30-28.

Last year these same two teams
battled for the Star Ledger Top 20

(Continued on page 8)

(o

18848

8 3

A TG OL ADR.h o) - va%a + o 2% & SFEBRUARY 18, 2001

< 5 ‘
% -:" 'F‘ -0-

-

The Sacred Heart Hawks Basketball teams held a fundraiser to benefit Children’s Specialized Hospital last
week. (See story and photo on page 12.)
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Judge Denies Negron’s
Contract Renewal Request

By Jane Dornick

A judge for the State of New Jer-
sey Department of Education ruled
last Wednesday that the Board of
Education is under no obligation to
renew Superintendent Jose Negron’s
contract extension for the 2011/2012
school year.

In September of 2007 Negron was
hired for a three-year term expiring
June 30, 2011. On June 29, 2010 the
board voted 4-2 in favor of renewing
his contract for an additional year
through 2012 with abstentions by

5

President Jim Giannakis, Vice Presi-
dent Pio Penisi and Steve Bohn. The
board subsequently rejected a three-
year contract extension by a vote of
2-4. Board members Carol Byrne
and Bill Seesselberg voted in favor of
renewing both contracts.

Members of the board later decided
to place Negron on a paid leave of
absence by a vote of 5-0 during its
September 30, 2010 meeting.

Maria Lepore, Negron’s attorney,
argued that “a simple majority of the
quorum is required to carry resolu-

(Continued on page 10)
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Living Voices Brings History Into the Classroom
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The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission sponsored the moving
program, “Through the Eyes of a
Friend (The World of Anne Frank),”
starring actress Campbell Echols. The
program brought history to life in
Grant School on February 9.

Anne Frank was a young girl
who wrote the most famous
diary in the world while
hiding from the Nazis
during World War II.
This stirring program
brings the audience
into the world of
Anne Frank and is
recognized as a break-
through production
model for consciousness-
raising and educating indi-
viduals.

The Living Voices Program
uniquely combines historical
video of the era with a live perfor-

mance of an actor playing a friend of
Anne Frank. Students quickly become
connected to the performance as his-
tory comes alive.

Grant School fifth graders were
glued to their seats as Echols played
the role of Sara Weiss, fictional friend
of Anne Frank. The students were an
insightful audience and their ques-
tions were thought-provoking. They
were clearly fascinated with the story
of Anne Frank and the lessons of the
Holocaust. Echols also spoke about
tolerance for diverse ethnicities in
school and in their lives.

The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission presents numerous
programs, both in-school and to the
public, aimed at promoting the arts to
the residents of the borough.

For more information or to become
involved, email Pam at pamelaste@
aol.com.

~Submitted by Suzanne M. Lyte
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Want to stay informed about the business of your Council and BOE?

Council meetings air on Comcast Channel 96
Mondays at 7 p.m. BOE meetings air on Thurs-
days at 7 p.m.

Borough

Council
To purchase a complete copy of a council or

BOE meeting, contact the Observer.

(Check Comcast community bulletin board for last minute time changes.)

Meets twice a month on Mondays, *except where noted.

Borough Hall Council Chambers < Questions? 908-226-7605

Agenda Meeting ............ccooeeeeeneennnenennns Public Meeting

February 22 (Tuesday) ......c.cccourvrrnne February 22 (Tuesday)

March 7 March 7

All Agenda Meetings begin at 7 p.m. followed immediately by the Public Meeting, unless
otherwise noted. Meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with the N.J. Open
Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Ave.

planningboard
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chamlle.rs, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641
March 8, March 22, April 12, April 26, May™10, May 24, Jurie 14; June 28, July 12sJuly 2640
9, Aug. 23, Sept. 13, Sept. 27, Oct. 11, 25, Nov. 1,* Dec. 13*

zoning

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, *except where noted.

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641

Feb. 24, March 10, March 24, April 14, April 28, May 12, May 26, June 9, June 23, July 28,
Aug. 11, Aug. 25, Sept. 8, Sept. 22, Oct. 13, Oct. 27, Nov. 10*, Dec. 8*

boardofeducation

Meets Wednesdays at Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave.
Committee of the whole meetings (begin at 6:00 p.m.)

March 2 and March 30.

Regular Public Meeting (begin at 7:30 p.m.): March 16, April 6

Meets once a month on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

Meets second Monday of the month at 7 p.m., 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building

ultural

Meets the third Tuesday of the month at the PAL at 7:30 p.m.
March 15, April 19, May 17, June 21, no meeting July and Aug.,
Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20

library

Meets once a month on the second Tuesday, at the library at 7 p.m.
March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14, July 12, Aug. 9, Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Nov. 8, Dec. 13

recreation

Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7716

March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14, July and August-no meetings,

Sept. 13, Oct. 11, Nov. 8, Dec. 13

taxpayers

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplan:.:

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.
March 15, April 19, May 17, June 21, July 19, Aug. 16, Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20

environmentalo oy :
Meets once a month (second Wednesday) Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m.
Questions? 908-226-7621

business::« .
Meets once a month (first Wednesday) Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m.
Monday, February 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the Senior Center Questions? 908-226-7605

The South Plainfield Observer is published weekly on Fridays
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We encourage the submission of stories and photos. To get an article published: Type (double spaced)
the article and mail, email or fax. Include name, address and telephone number. Deadline for submis-
sion is Monday, 5 p.m.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Submit letters to the editor by mail, email or fax. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the nght to
edit for clarity or length. Letters must include name and phone number, for verification.

To comment on the content or to suggest a special story idea,
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The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

Members of Plainfields' Chapter of UNICO donate a check for $100 and coffee valued at $200 to the South
Plainfield Senior Center. Pictured (L-R) are: Mike Colucci, vice president; Angela Baratta; Debbie Boyle; Renato
Biribin, past national president; Kevin Hughes, South Plainfield’s Office on Aging director; Anthony Bengivenga,
president; Councilman Alex Barletta; and Robert Bengivenga, immediate past president.

In My Opinion

Opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher, nor do we guarantee accuracy.

To the Editor:

We had one of our best food fest/
bake sale/candy sales ever! When we
asked people how they heard of it
most said the Observer or by the signs
displayed by the church. We had a great
sale and we all went home happy and
joyous. So we once again want to
thank the Observer for advertising for
our sale.

Our next bake sale will be held in
April right before Easter. We will in-
form you of the date soon. Pierogies
can be ordered anytime by calling
(908) 561-6366. Orders can be
picked up every Friday at the church
located at 400 Delmore Ave.

God bless you, and we will be in
touch with you soon. Your newspa-

ris a great help!

ANITA ANDERSON, TREASURER,
NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN
ORTHODOX CHURCH

To the Editor:
Absolute power corrupts abso-
lutely. This is why now; at a time when

GUTTER SPECIALISTS

v Cleaned

v Repaired

v Installed

* Roofing & Siding

* Soffits and
Aluminium Trim

Licensed
& Insured

Call Chris for
FREE ESTIMATE & Best Price!

732-424-0454

2325 plainfield ave., so plainfield
908 561 2808
www.mohnsflorist.com
* weddings and receptions
* sympathy designs * everyday floral gifts
* fruit, gourmet, gift baskets
» dish gardens * balloon bouquets

the Republican Party is looking to
expand its power by taking over ev-
ery aspect of South Plainfield gov-
ernment, it is more important than
ever for all of us to exercise our con-
stitutionally protected right to engage
in substantive debate over pertinent
issues and demand a system of checks
and balances that ensures transparency
and accountability in government.
Every farmer knows you don’t put
the fox in charge of the hen house.
All of our citizens should be allowed
to participate in community activi-
ties, but the Republican leadership is
doing a great disservice to the com-
munity by appointing six of their fam-
ily members to control boards and
commissions and shutting out any-

“one who does not demonstrate blind

loyalty. This type of power grab is a
threat to the democratic process be-
cause it not only excludes residents,
but it also takes the public business
out of the public eye and gives un-
limited authority to a few people se-
lected by those in power.

The ad hoc library committee,

Submit Your Letters to the Editor

Send your letters to South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080, or fax to 908-668-8819, or via
email: spobserver@comcast.net. Deadiine is
Monday, 5 p.m. Letters must be accompa-
nied by a name and telephone number for
verification. Limit letters to no more than 200
words. We reserve the right to refuse a letter,
to edit for clarity or length, and to limit the
number of letters submitted on the same sub-
ject. Submission is not a guarantee of publica-
tion. We do not accept anonymous letters.
Letters are strictly opinion.

which had bipartisan representation
from the governing body under
Mayor Butrico, is now under the com-
plete control of the Republican ad-
ministration. Clearly, this one-sided
approach fails to provide fair repre-
sentation for almost half of South
Plainfield’s citizens.

The trend demonstrated by the
Republican Party flies in the face of
bi-partisanship our residents want and
deserve.

ANDREW RUIZ

Offices in Middlesex, Hunterdon and Somerset Countes i
<2y Each Office Independently Owned & Operated 32

South Plainfield Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

REMBX

Competitive Edge
Charles L. Decker Jr.
SALES ASSOCIATE

Office (908) 755-0200
Cell 908-902-9406

charlesdecker@remax.net

South
Plainfield’s

Choice
for

OPEN 7 DAYS

m‘

REAL CHICKEN CUTLET...
REALLY FRESH... REALLY!

= 0f) .
=3 yarieties JM %Ju/ﬂgx '
Fresh Chicken Cutlet topped with Cranberry

& JSauce, Stuffing & Gravy served on a toasted
@& ltalian Hero...

st Great Prices for SWEET 16 Catering

www . hometownherosdeli.com

Quality Catering 908-755-HERO :376)

Chickere

served with a fresh deli salad.

HEROS

340 Hamilton Blvd.

For home delivery of the Observer, call 908-668-0010

or email spobserver@comcast.net.
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To Promote & Protect Pubthealth 8 Welfare

MIDDLESEX COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT

By Carol Barrett Bellante, Chair, Committee of Public Health & Education

Heart Health and Snow Removal

I am sure that everyone has already
had their fair share of snow this win-
ter—I know I have. It seems like we are
faced with a new storm every other

. day. When those storms leave us with
huge accumulations, it is important
that we take the right precautions
when removing snow.

Cleaning up from these storms can
be very strenuous and should not be
taken lightly. Aside from the obvious
dangers of muscle strains or falls, cold
weather and the exertion from shovel-
ing can place extra strain on your
heart.

You should always consider your
overall state of health and the possible
risk factors you may face when decid-
ing to shovel snow. A smart choice for
heart health is to talk to your doctor
before vou shovel, especially if you
have an existing health condition or a
family history of heart trouble. If your
doctor advises you not to, or if you
feel that you cannot shovel the snow
yourself, you should consider hiring
someone to do the job for you.

If you are going to shovel, there are
some important recommendations
that you should follow. First, you
should dress in several layers of cloth-
ing to keep warm, try to avoid caffeine
and nicotine before you start and drink
plenty of water to stay hydrated.

When you do begin, shovel slowly
and remember to bend at the knees
and tighten your stomach muscles as
you lift the snow. Keep in mind that
plastic shovels are typically lighter than
metal shovels and can be used to help
lighten the burden when lifting snow.

If you do feel any discomfort while
shoveling, you should stop immedi-
ately and seek medical attention. Ac-

cording to the American Heart Asso-
clation, heart attack warning signs in-
clude: discomfort in the center of the
chest that lasts more than a few min-
utes or that goes away and comes back,
pain or discomfort in one or both
arms, the back, neck, jaw, or stomach
and shortness of breath. Some other
signs may include: breaking out in a
cold sweat, nausea or lightheadedness.

To help raise awareness about heart
health February has been named
American Heart Month. According to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, heart disease is the leading
cause of death for both men and
women in the United States with
someone having a heart attack every
34 seconds.

Everyone should be aware of heart
disease and how to prevent it. You
should talk to your doctor about a
healthy lifestyle, and be aware of your
own medical history and your family
history of heart disease. The Middlesex

* County Public Health Department

Health Educadon Division can pro-
vide free programs about heart health
to schools, faith-based organizations,
employers and staff, health profession-
als and other community groups. Call
(732) 745-8860 to schedule an edu-
cation session.

For additional information about
winter weather protection, visit the
following websites: www.state.nj.us/
cgibin/dhss/njnewsline/view_
article.pl?id=3655 or www.bt.cdc.
gov/disasters/winter.

For additional information about
heart disease, visit the following
websites: www.nhibi.nih.gov, www.
cdc.gov/heartdisease or www.ameri
canheart.org,

The Dollar Store on Park Avenue
was robbed in broad daylight on Feb-
ruary 9. According to Sgt. Dan Noon-
an of the South Plainfield Police De-

at approximately 12:45 p.m. on a re-
port of an armed robbery.

The victim, a 56-year-old male
from Somerset who owns the store,
told police that a male entered the
cstablishment brandishing a silver

handgun demanding cash. The store

Dollar Store Robbed at Gunpoint

partment, they responded to the scene -

owner provided the proceeds which
totaled $250. The suspect then fled
the store and ran eastbound on East
Golf Avenue.

The suspect is described as an Afri-
can-American male, approximately
20-25 ycarsdd,(ifeenal! wearing a
black vinyl coat and a black har.

Anyone with any information is
urged to contact Sgt. Noonan or
Detective Shaun Clifford at (908)
226-7660. -
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Food & fame await you
if you are willing

to put your thoughts
down on paper.

There are sfill winners yet fo be named in this year’s Junior Journalist Program.
I you are selected as d winner, your family will reeive a catered dinner courtesy of
Hometown Heros and you will be in the running for a $1,000 savings bond. Your
winning entry will appear in the Observer and you (and your family) will be honored
at a yeor end banquet in May. What are you waiting for? Tell your teachers that you

- want your poems, short stories, essays, efc. entered in the contest, or bring your entries
to the Observer at 1110 Hamilton Blyd. or fo Hometown Heras at 340 Hamilton Blvd.

Donna Mark1ew1cz Earns Doctorate

By Jane Dornick

Middle School music teacher
Donna Markiewicz defended her dis-
sertation at her symposium on Feb-
ruary 3 at Rowan University and
earned a doctorate in education in
educational leadership. Her disserta-
tion was on teacher professional de-
velopment and professional learning
communities and was entitled, “Co-
gent Leadership: Transitioning to Pro-
fcwoml Learning (,ommumncs >t
will be published shortly after which
she will receive her diploma.

Markiewicz began working on her
doctorate in September 2008 and
said, “I had wonderful professors, sup-
portive classmates and a family that
continuously supported my endeav-
ors.” While in the program she main-
tained a 3.98 GPA in the Ed.D pro-
gram. She is proud to have had the
opportunity to be a leader in the pro-
fessional development programs in
South Plainfield.

Donna Markiewicz

A graduate of The College of New
Jersey, Markiewicz went on to receive
a master’s degree in music education
and supervision certification from
Rutgers University. She obtained a
principal and superintendent certifi-
cation through NJEXCEL and has
been teaching at the middle school

since 2003. “I would like to thank
the entire staff of the middle school
for all of their support throughout
the entire program.”

Aside from teaching general music,
Markiewicz also directs the chorus and
Gems/Onyx groups. She continues
to coordinate one of the most attended
awards dinners in South Plainfield for
music students with close to 300 peo-
ple attending every year. The awards
dinner has been extremely successful
and focuses on recognizing the stu-
dents and their achievements through-
out the school year.

When Markiewicz is not teaching
or furthering her education, she loves
to watch the Yankees, eat good pizza
and spend time with her family.

As for completing her doctorate, she
says, “It is kind of surreal. I don’t feel
different. It just an incredible accom-
plishment, and I am very happy to
now have some time to relax and cel-
cbrate.”

Board Approves Variance for Second F loor Office

By Libby Barsky

The South Plainfield Planning
Board approved an application by
Palak Amin, principal of Keval Hold-
ings, LLC for a variance to convert
the second floor area of a two story
building located at 1600-1604 Park
Ave. to office space.

The previous owner of the site,
Scotchbrook Associates, had submit-
ted plans to install office space on the
second floor in January 2005 and
January 2006, but the planning board
turned it down, restricting the upstairs
area for storage only.

At the time, the board believed there
was only enough space to accommo-
date the four businesses on the first
floor of the building. Initially, the
board required 53 parking spaces on
the site; however, plans were presented
to increase the number of parking
spaces through the removal of an on-
site garage and to repair and repave
the existing parking lot.

The board approved the variance for

CAREGIVER SERVICES

Marisol’s Home
Caregiver Services

Providing affordable
in-home care, daily or live-in

NJ State licensed, fully insured & bonded

Services include and are not limited to:

Family owned & operated \

* Companionship  * Meal prep
* Personal care * Laundry
* Transportation ~ « Errands

« Light housekeeping Medication reminder

Please call for a free
in-home consultation.

Call (732) 912-9312

May Distribution to occupy the sec-
ond floor, which allowed for an addi-
tional 29 parking spaces and one of-
fice. Plans call for the proposed office
to occupy 2,074 sq. ft. of the 5,000

sq. ft. space using the remaining
amount for the storage of equipment
and supplies for tenants. If there is a
change in use on the premises, the
owner must return to the board.

Comedy Night at Temple Sholom

Temple Sholom of Fanwood/
Scotch Plains will host a hilarious
comedy night on Saturday, Feb. 26
starring Robin Fox, “The Mother of
All Stand-Ups.” Also appearing with
Fox will be Spin Cycle Comedy co-
creator Danny Cohen and Doug
Adler, a funny man known for his
unique brand of Jewish humor.
Doors open at 7:30 p.m.; show be-
gins at 8:15 p.m. Tickets are $25 and

includes refreshments. Seating is lim-
ited; reservations required.

For more information or to reserve
tickets, email lytelaw@aol.com or call
(908) 889-4900. Temple Sholom is
located in the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church at the corner of Martine and
LaGrande avenues in Fanwood. Pro-
ceeds will benefit Temple Sholom and
its numerous community, educa-
u'onal and religious programs.

The Strength of Teamwork,

Email: homes@LacerdaTeam.com ;
www.LacerdaTeam.com

the ﬁ%a/mz
for Results
Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda

Sue Espin, Michele Leavy (B
South Plainfield’s Premier Real Estate Team

(908)
Gn'uy 755-5300
—— Ext. 302
] Z., (908)
Moretti Realty 578-1166

225 Maplie Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Each office independently owned & operated

FASANg

732.752.3555

FREE ESTIMATES

HEATING & COOLING

We’ve got a special attraction for you....

Huud Super High Efficiency Air Conditioners and Furnaces -
Paired Up For Peak Performance!

1527 Park Ave
So Plainfield

908-753-0277

Service or $20 off any service
over $100.00

For over 20 years Frank and his crew have heen
South Plainfields “Go Yo Guys” when it comss to
car repair and maintenance. We've werked hard
e eamn your trust. Dur commitment 1o
you remains as was back in 1989:

No one will work harder to satisfy you.

1= Time Customers receive $5
off on a Lube, 0il, and Filter

r
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Around Touwn

Showboat Atlantic
City Bus Trip

February 19

The American Legion Chaumont
Post #243 is sponsoring a trip to the
Showboat Casino in Atlantic City on
Saturday, Feb. 19. Bus leaves at 10
a.m. sharp. Enjoy the car show, an-
tique show, gambling and shopping.
Tickets are $30 per person, with $30
returned in vouchers.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, call (908) 668-9414.

SPBA Meeting
February 24

The South Plainfield Business As-
sociation will hold their monthly meet-
ing on Thursday, Feb. 24 at 8:30 a.m.
at Sherban’s Diner on Front Street. A
light breakfast will be served. Feel free
to bring your business cards.

For information or to join the busi-
ness association, log on to www.spba.
biz or call (908) 668-0010.

Beef N Beer Night
At the Elks Club

February 25

The South Plainfield Elks will be
hosting a “Beef N Beer” night on Fri-
day, Feb. 25 from 6 to 9 p.m. Hot
roast beef sandwiches will be served
with your choice of sauteed onions
and/or mushrooms and homemade
salads. Hot sandwich and beer is $10;
sandwich only is $6.

All proceeds will benefit the Special

Children’s Committee which assists our
special needs children and defrays the
cost of sending campers to Elks Camp
Moore.

Free Safety Seminar

For Women
February 27

Tiger Schulmann’s Mixed Martial
Arts, 4957 Stelton Road in Hadley
Center will be conducting a free safety
seminar for women on Sunday, Feb.
27. Open to women and girls age 13
and up. Under 18 must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Space is limited and
reservations are required.

To make a reservation, call (908)
561-2401.

Boy Scout Troop 309
Clothing Drive

March 5

Boy Scout Troop 309 will be hold-
ing a clothing drive at Wesley Meth-
odist Church, 1500 Plainfield Ave.
from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Wearable
clothing, shoes, accessories, linens,
stuffed animals, hard toys such as
trucks, action figures and small and
medium bikes will be collected and
donated.

Can’t get our? Call Nancy for a pick
up at (908) 917-4700.

Send Your Events to:
spobserver@comcast.net
For information on how to
submit your event, visit our
website at www.spobserver.com.

APPETIZERS

Crostini
Prosciutto, melted

mozzarella with garlic Fettuccine Adelines $17.95
sauce on toast points Spinach and sausage with sundried tomatoes
$8.95 in a garlic white wine sauce
Shrimp Oreganato Chilean Sea Bass °23.95
$11.95 With a citrus sauce

' Specials for February 18—Mérch 4 L

DINNER (accompanied by potato and vegetable)

Chicken Florentine $18.95
Spinach & mozzarella cheese in a white wine sauce

s L A

A T A )

%0
15%
Total Check

Cannat be combined wilh otber offers.
Expires March 4, 2011,

2243 Hamilton Bivd., South Plainfield

Open Sundays 4:30-8:30 p.m. = Lunch: Mon-Fri 11:30 am.-3 p.m.
Dinner: Mon-Thur 4:30-9 p.m., Fri & Sat 4:30-10 p.m.

(908) 755-8520

Eavicherent

6 . ”
%o time © Ch00O! Zrge Special
7 am-4 pm * $775 per month*
(Extended care available for additional charge)
*Must be in Ist, 2nd or 3rd Grade. *Must Register for July & August

*Must pick up by 4 pm *May not be combined with any other discounts.
Toddler and Preschool programs also available for Summer and Fall |8

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL 2011-12 SCHOOL YEAR

For more information call 908-753-4477
KA KK KK KKK

1615 Clinton Avenue, South Plainfield * 908-753-4477

Project Graduation

Auction/Raffle
March 5

» The South Plainfield High School
PTA will be hosting its annual auc-
tion/raffle on Saturday, March 5 from
6to 11 p.m. in the SPHS gym. Doors
open at 6 p.m. Tickets are $12 each.
Profits benefit Project Graduation for
the Class of 2011. Please call as soon
as possible for information regarding
tickets and to reserve your table.

To purchase tickets, call Tracey Hart-
mann at (908) 755-4349.

For more information or to make
a donation, please call Sharon Miller
at (908) 754-6461. This is a great
event for a very worthwhile cause and
your support is greatly appreciated.
Together we can make a difference.

All-You-Can-Eat
Spaghetti Dinner
March 6

St. Stephens Lutheran Church,
3145 Park Ave. will hold an all-you-
can-cat spaghetti dinner on Sunday,
March 6 from 5 to 7 p.m. Free will
offering. Suggested donation: Adults
$5; children $2. Includes beverage
and dessert. No reservations needed.

For more information, call (908)
757-4474.

One Woman Play at

Sacred Heart
March 7

The Sacred Heart Rosary Altar So-
ciety invites all to come join us for a
one woman play featuring Gina
Smith as Queen Esther on Monday,
March 7 at 7:30 p.m. following the 7
p.m. Mass. Light refreshments will be
served following the play. Free will
offering.

Elks Corned Beef &‘
Cabbage Dinner

March 12

The South Plainfield Elks Veterans
Committee is sponsoring its annual

all-you-can-eat corned beef and cab-
bage dinner at the club on New Mar-
ket Avenue on Saturday, March 12
from 4:30 to 9 p.m. Adults $12; chil-
dren $5. Includes soda and dessert;
cash bar.

Any questions, contact Lou Peralta
at (908) 756-6406.

SPHS Class of 1995
15 Yr. Reunion
April 2

The South Plinfield High School
Class of 1995 is planning a 15 year
reunion for Saturday, April 2. It will
be held at Maggiano’s Bridgewater
from 7 to 11 p.m. Ticket price is $85
per person.

For more information, email sphs

classof1995@gmail.com or visit our
Facebook page: SPHS class of 1995.

— Out of Town —

An Evening with
Billie Holiday

Through February 27

The final performance of jazz vo-
calist Billie Holiday as envisioned by
playwright Reenie Upchurch is cap-
tured in this powerful musical drama
at the Crossroads Theatre, 7 Living-
ston’ Ave. in New Brunswick.

Evening performances at 8 p.m.;
matinees at 3 p.m. on Feb. 20, 26
and 27. Tickets: $40-50.

Purchase tickets online at www.
Crossroads TheatreCompany.org or by
calling (732) 545-8100.

Willow Grove Arts &
Crafts Exhibit

18-20

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church,
1961 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains
will host an art exhibit featuring the
creativity of the members of the Wil-
low Grove congregation on Friday,
Feb. 18 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, Feb. 19 from 4 to 6 p.m. and 7
to 9 p.m. and Sunday, Feb. 20 from
11:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. A light recep-
tion with beverages will be served.

February

Don’t Know Jack About Real Estate?

TEXT"JACK”T087778 TOSEARCH
FOR HOMES FROM ANY PHONE.

(ACTIVES, RECENTLY CLOSED, FORECLOSURES)
Or visit www.NowYouKnowdJack.com

REMIX

Competitive Edge

John (JACK) Pedersen, Broker Associate
Office (908) 755-0200
32 South Plainfield Ave « So. Plainfield, NJ 07080 | -

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

Cell 908-922-2368 r\‘

Commercial & Residential
Air Conditioning & Heating
Sales - Service - lnstallatmn

Get

500 Federal Tax Credit
upto 400 Warm Advantage Rebate

Heatlng & Coollng

00k

upto 500 Cool Advantage Rebate

732-906-9111

up to 1400 Total savings!

Owner:
Edward
J larrapino

NJ fic.#
13VH05669200

Call today
for a no
obligation |\ AFUE Fumace

Freé | instalied for
Estimate! |' as little as

12 Month Financing Availahle with Payments/Deferred Interest” |

*Interest free if paid within one year. Requires minimum monthly payments 1

month

Coming Up.....

2011 membership fee due now.
{Dues are collected Monday,
Wednesday and Thursday)

MONDAYS

Presidents Day (Closed February 21)

Silver Sneakers ............. 8:45 am
Crocheting .......ooecnssisnes 9:30 am
OB oo viniisniaens 10:30 am
Art Class 11:30 am
TUESDAYS

BIEIOY bax. cilabe Liitaraiae 10 am-2 pm
Ladies Group .......c.cocenvee 10 am
WEDNESDAYS

AOLODICS s sisisnnssrsos tests 8:45 am
Shopping Trp ..ccvveveeveeinins 9 am
Line Dancing ......oceeeenenne 10 am
Computer...10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Erogheling - iiersmss o 1 pm
JOE NI fusin e st s 2 pm
THURSDAYS

Active Seniors .........cueue 8:45 am
Crafts Class tiwsieiusmssiissens 10 am

Computer ..... 10 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm

Exercise Class ............... 1:15 pm
FRIDAYS
BINg0:sdevadetani: 10 am-2 pm

Daily Activities: Morning coffee, pool,
cards, board games, computer classes,
exercise, art, Tai Chi, yoga and crafts.
Lunch Served Monday-Friday.

Call (908) 754-1047 for more info or
visit www.southplainfieldnj.com

For more information, call (908)
232-5678 or visit www.willowgrove
church.org.

Center for Hope

Hospice Ball
February 19

Center For Hope Hospice & Pal-
liative Care will host its 28th annual
charity ball on Saturday, Feb. 19 at
6:30 p.m. at The Grand Summit
Hotel, 570 Springfield Ave. in Sum-
mit. Tickets are $100 per person.

Center For Hope Hospice provides
terminally ill patients and loved ones
with humane care known as hospice
without concern for race, ethnicity, re-
ligious affiliation or ability to pay.

For more information, please call
Barbara Witt at (908) 288-9112.

Blackrose to Perform
February 19

Blackrose, the band, playing classic
rock and roll music and today’s hits,
will be performing at Tim Kerwin’s
Pub, 353 Bound Brook Rd. (Rt
28), Middlesex on Saturday, Feb. 19
at 10 p.m. No cover charge.

(FLERD
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Upscale Singles
Dance Party

February 20

Steppin’ Out Singles will hold an
upscale singles dance on Sunday, Feb.
20 at 8 p.m. at the Woodbridge
Hilton, 20 Wood Ave. South in Iselin.
Ages 40 and up; no jeans/t-shirts/
sneakers. Admission: $17.

For more information, call (732)
656-1801.

Beauty and the
Beast at MCC

February 20

The Graham Lustig Dance Theatre’s
performance of Beauty and the Beast
will take place at the Performing Arts
Center on the Edison campus at Mid-
dlesex County College on Sunday, Feb.
20 at 3:30 p.m. Admission: $25; $10
for Middlesex County College stu-
dents; and $15 for children and stu-
dents from other colleges.

To order tickets, visit www.brown
papertickets.com.

Woodbridge WOWs

Open Dance
February 20

Woodbridge Widows Or Widow-
ers will hold an open dance on Sun-
day, Feb. 2 from 7 to 11 p.m. at The
Knights of Columbus Hall, Morrisey
Ave. in Avenel. Light refreshments. Ev-
eryone is welcome. Admission: $10
members, $12 guests.

For more information, call (732)
381-3255 or (908) 757-0515.

American Boychoir

Alumni Chorus
February 20

The American Boychoir Alumni
Chorus will perform a free concert at
Lawrenceville School, 2500 Main
Street in Lawrenceville on Sunday,
Feb. 20 ar 4:15 p.m. Open to the
public; no tickets necessary.

For more information, visit www.
lawrenceville.org.

Tricky Tray at Bishop
George Ahr HS

February 25

Bishop George Ahr High School,
One Tingley Lane in Edison will host
its 32nd annual tricky tray, ‘A Day at
the Beach” on Friday, Feb. 25. Admis-
sion: $20 and includes door prize ticket
and light refreshments; guests are in-
vited to bring additional snacks. Doors
open 5 p.m.; drawing begins 8 p.m.

Purchase tickets in advance by call-
ing (732) 423-2206.

©.% 8 099 09 00020800000
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Project Graduation Auction/Raffle Donations Needed

The big event is only two weeks
away! The SPHS PTA Project Gradua-
tion Auction/Raffle will be held on
Saturday, March 5 from 7 to 11 p.m. at
the high school.

Tickets are currently being sold, so
get yours before they are gone (see be-
low for ticket information).

This year marks the SPHS PTAs 23rd
year of providing our graduating se-
niors with a Project Graduation celebra-
tion. Class of 2011 parents, we hope
you can join us at the auction.

It is not too late to donate! How-
ever, since our auction is only two weeks
away, we need to receive your dona-
tions no later than February 24 After
that, we will only be able to accept
monetary donations or gift cards/gift
certificates that can be from any store
or restaurant.

Monetary donations can be mailed
to: South Plainfield High School, 200
Lake St., South Plainfield, N.J. 07080,
Attn: SPHS PTA. Please make checks
payable to: SPHS PTA.

We can make this event a success for
our graduating seniors with the help and
support of our wonderful community.
Please support this worthwhile cause by
making a donation.

Auction Ticket Sales-For ticket in-
formation, contact Tracey Hartmann
(chairperson) at (908) 755-4349. Pro-

kg
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vide your name, phone number and
the number of people you would
like at your table.

Theme Baskets/Single Gift Items—
We must receive these as quickly as
possible. Remember, families may
donate a joint theme basket or gift
item.

Donations—Must be received
ASAP in order to be recognized in
our program. All families, businesses
and community/educational orga-
nizations will be acknowledged in
our program for your generous
contributions. Qur program will be
finalized and printed in 10 days, so
please try to get your donations in
as quickly as possible.

Outside Business/Corporate Do-
nations-Please ask the business or
corporation where you work if they
will make a contribution or if you
know of someone who can obtain
a donation from a business or cor-
poration, please ask them for their
help.

Telethon Donations-If you are a
SPHS senior family and have already
pledged your support of a donation
through our recent telethon, please
send your donation by February 24.

Auction Volunteers—We need help
in the following areas: set up from
noon to 3 p.m.; ticket sales 6 to 7

p-m. and drivers to help move auc-
tion prizes from the homes where they
are being stored to the high school by
11:30 a.m. If interested in helping,
contact the high school’s main office
at (908) 754-4620, ext. 248 or
Sharon Miller at (908) 754-6461.
All volunteers will receive a phone call
as a reminder.

Solicitation Volunteers-Thank you
all for your help. Please submit all so-
licitation sheets as well as any dona-
tions you have received from local busi-
nesses to Mary Cargill (chairperson) at
(908) 755-9717 by February 22.

PTA Meeting-February 22 from
6:30to 7:30 p.m. in the SPHS Tiger’s
Den. This is our last meeting before
the auction. It is important for vol-
unteers to attend.

Awnction Information—-Contact
Sharon Miller (PTA president) at
(908) 754-6461 for information on
the auction or with any questions you
may have.

The Class of 2011, the SPHS PTA,
and the SPHS sincerely appreciates
your support! Together we can make
a difference!

Submitted by Sharon Miller

Auditions for Community Talent Showcase

The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission (SPCAC) will present
its third annual talent showcase on
Sunday, May 1 at 2 p.m. and they are
inviting residents of all ages to audi-
ton for the show.

Open auditions will be held on Sat-
urday, April 9 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and again on Sunday, April 10 from
3 to 6 p.m. at Fellowship Hall at
Wesley Methodist Church, located at
1500 Plainfield Ave.

All ages and types of acts are wel-
come to try out, so come and share
your unique talent with the commu-
nity. Bring your own instruments or

ALL
* MERCHANDISE

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS, DISCOUNTS, OR SPECIAL OFFERS -

UNIQUE

HRIFT STORE

items you need for the audition. The
talent showcase is open to everyone.

For more information, contact
Ken or Audrey Reisch at (908) 769-
5938, or email spcac.nj@gmail.com.
You can also follow the SPCAC on
Facebook.

' Call 908-668-0010

o
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gOUTH PLAINFIELD * 698 Oak Tree Rd., * 908-822-1600
ELIZABETH ¢ 116 Broad St., * 908-994-0600
WATCHUNG * 1581 US Hwy. 22 * 908-822-0005
PATERSON * 188 Main St., * 973-742-2020

UNION CITY ® Kennedy Center,
3196 Kennedy Blvd. * 201-867-7077

UNION * Union Plaza Shopping Center,
2485 US Highway 22 * 908-688-6822

MONDAY-SATURDAY 10AM-8PM,SUNDAY11AM-5PM
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Todd Szalkowski and Lindsey Mane Bechtle

Lindsey

Marie Bechtle to Wed

Todd Szalkowski in May

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Bechtle of  macy in South Plainfield.

South Plainfield are proud to an-
nounce the engagement of their daugh-

ter, Lindsey Marie, to Todd Szalkowski,

son of Mr. and Mrs, Richard Szalkowski
of Plainfield.

Lindsey is a 2002 graduate of South
Plainfield High School and Somerset
County Technical Institute. She is a
pharmacy technician at Twin City Phar-

Todd is a 1998 graduate of St.
Joseph’s High School in Metuchen
and a 2004 graduate of Caldwell Col-
lege in Caldwell. He is an underwriter
for Chartis Growth Enterprises in Ber-
keley Heights.

A ceremony on the beach is planned
for May 2011.

Catherine Krawiec Named to Dean’s
List at Fairleigh Dickinson University

Catherine Krawiec of South Plain-
field, a student at Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s College at Florham, lo-
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Heating
Cooling Service Inc.

$E | FREE
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cated in Madison has been named to
the dean’s list for the Fall 2010 semes-
ter.
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“We Stand Behind All Our Work...”
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We Promise To.
£ “\ properly diagnose your service needs
I . give you the cost before work begins
z "\ give you a clear explanation of the work
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. “Serving Middlesex County”
’ Fully Insured & Bonded
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Local Students
Named to Rider
Univ. Dean’s List

Rider University’s colleges of Busi-
ness Administration; Continuing
Studies; Liberal Arts, Education and
Sciences; and Westminster College of
the Arts have announced the names
of undergraduate students who have
been placed on the dean’s list for the
Fall 2010 semester.

Included on the dean’s list from
South Plainfield are Jared Christopher,
a sophomore secondary education
major; Natalie Colucci, a freshman
global supply chain management
major; Jaime Giannakis, a sophomore
clementary education major; Andrew
Gray, a junior communication major;
Nicholas Jeglinski, a sophomore ac-
counting major; Natia Katsantonis, a
junior journalism major; Kairav
Parikh, a freshman accounting major;
Brian Pullen, a junior secondary edu-
cation major; and Gregory Watts, a
junior business administration major.

Local Students Named
1o University of
Scranton Dean’s List

The University of Scranton has an-
nounced its dean’s list, which recog-
nizes students for academic excellence
during the 2010 Fall semester.

More than 1,325 students were
named to the dean’s list, including the
following South Plainfield residents:
Grey Coppi, a junior finance major;
Ryan Curtis, a senior political science
major; Danielle Dembia, a junior eco-
nomics major; Christopher Stallone,
a senior elementary education/special
education major; and Michael Stal-
lone, a senior accounting major.

Students must have a grade point
average of 3.5 or better with a mini-
mum number of credit hours to make
the dean’s list. The list includes stu-
dents from the College of Arts and
Sciences, the Kania School of Man-
agement, the Panuska College of Pro-
fessional Studies and the College of
Graduate and Continuing Education.

The University of Scranton is a Je-
suit university located in northeast
Pennsylvania.

Visit us on the web at
www.spohserver.com

ne oy
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ole always treated like ©
Hair Salon

(AIADE.

Come in & enjoy ¢ a1 our NEWLY

$44 HAIRCUTS REDUCED PRICES
908-668-8397 « 307 Oak Tree Ave.

Michele Kobilis

Kobilis Nominated
For Society of
Collegiate Scholars

Michele Kobilis, a 2009 South
Plainfield High School graduate, has
been nominated for membership in
The National Honor Society of Col-
legiate Scholars, the honorary society
for high achieving first and second year
college students.

Michele is a sophomore at Towson
University in Maryland where she
achieved a 4.0 GPA last semester. She
is a mass communications major with
a minor in exercise science.

Smith Receives
Academic Honors

South Plainfield resident Alison
Smith, a Northeastern University stu-
dent majoring in English, was recently
named to the dean’s list for the Fall
2010 semester.

To achieve the dean’s list distinc-
ton, students must carry a full pro-
gram of at least four courses, have a
quality point average of 3.5 or greater
out of a possible 4.0 and carry no
single grade lower than a C- durmg
the course of their college career. Each
student receives a letter of commen-
dation and congratulation from their
college dean.

Northeastern University is a glo-
bal, experiential research university.
Grounded in its signature co-op pro-
gram, Northeastern today provides
unprecedented experiential learning
opportunities around the world.

Treat yoursel....
YRR

Advertise your business for
10 weeks in the Business &

Professional Directory and

GET 2 WEEKS
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

Readers look to the Observer for
local service professionals, including
auto mechanics, plumbers, roofers,
flooring specialists, real estate
professionals, landscapers, and more.

Call 908-668-0010 for rates &
information on this limited time offer.

]ames T Selﬂ'art
Named to Dean’s
List at TCNJ

James T. Seyffart of South Plain-
field, a 2010 Edward J. Bloustein
Distinguished Scholar, was named to
the dean’s list at The College of New
Jersey (TCNJ) for the Fall 2010 se-
mester. A student must earn a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher to re-
ceive dean’s list recognition. James,
who is in his freshman year, is also a
member of the TCNJ Cross Country,
Winter and Spring Track teams.

According to U.S. News, TCNJ has
the highest percentage (90%) in the
region of incoming freshman who
ranked in the top 25% of their high
school class. TCNJ is currently ranked
as one of the 75 “most competative”
schools in the nation by Barron’s Pro-
files of American Colleges, and is rated
the number one public institution in
the northern region of the country
by U.S. News and World Report and
is one of Kiplinger Personal Finance’s
top education values in the country.
TCNJ is a highly selective institution
that has earned national recognition.

Tim Ratti Named to
Fairleigh Dickinson
Univ. Honor’s List

Timothy Ratti of South Plainfield,
a student at Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity’s College at Florham in Mad-

ison, has been named to the honor’s
list for the Fall 2010 semester.

Send Your
Milestones

to: South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite IB
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

or fax (908) 668-8819
email: spobserver@comcast.net

Delivered7DaysaWeek!
Great Prices!
Full Service!
No Contracts!

RG Fuel Oil
908.930.6678

NJ Lic# 13VH05883000
South Plainfield, NJ
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By Jane Dornick

School Spirit Week at the Middle
School culminated on February 11
with the annual Battle of the Teams.
For nearly two decades, seventh and
eighth grade students participate in a
fun-filled, friendly athletic competi-
tion against their classmates.

This year the first period teachers
gave new names to the six teams that
include three groups within each grade
level. The seventh grade teams are now
Athletics, Arts and Academics and the
eighth grade consists of teams Atten-
dance, Activities and Appearance, all
in recognition of the “6 As” of achieve-
ment at the school.

Spirit Week began with Green &
White Day with students wearing the
school colors. Tuesd: ay was Sports Ap-
parel Day, and everyone wore some-
thing representing their favorite sports
team. On the agenda for Wednesday
was Crazy Hair Day. Thursday’s theme

MGINTIII!AD&GH
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ONEDOZEN |

"BACELS §

FOR ONLY i

908-222-4010 |

I De&gner D l

1 Bagels ((5’ 6

I Golden Acres Shopping Center |
692 Oak Tree Ave., S. Plainfield

Eighth grade “Activities” team members ready for battle.

Students Face Offin a Battle of the Teams

was Twin Day, and students chose a
friend and each dressed alike.

In preparation for the battle on Fri-
day, students wore t-shirts with their
individual team’s color. Some children
even painstakingly embellished their
shirts with the team name to show their
spirit and anticipation for the game.

Prior to the actual “battle” in the
gym, seventh grade student Vincent
Cano read his award-winning essay,
“Sportsmanship,” to the crowd.

Principal Kevin Hajduk chose an
essay from among the student body

based on the scoring rubric of the
NJASK assessment testing. This was
the first year of the contest and Vin-
cent was awarded two tickets toa N.J.
Nets game.

Then the music blared and the ex-
cited students pcrfonncd activities they
had been practicing during physical
education class which mgludtd the
“under over,” “hula hoop,” “foul
shooting,” “baton/hoop relay” and a
“tug-o-war.” Team Activities won the
eighth grade competition, and Team
Academics were the winners from the
seventh grade.

The games were originally pio-
neered by retired teachers Jim Makow-
ski, Bill Mosca and Jim Limansky, who
participated as they always have by an-
nouncing and deejaying the competi-
tion.

“The kids demonstrated excellent
sportsmanship and had a lot of fun
this year,” commented Principal Haj- /
duk.

Pucker Up

B MaxBussel&Company

South Plainfield!

[t's our favorite time of the year...

Carl A. Alston
Certified Public Accountant

285 Durham Ave., Suite 2D
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
www.maxbussel.com

. . . certified public accountants and consultants since 1962

when we deliver the Observer to
every home and business in the
borough. To reserve your space
in the March 25 issue, call
(9()5) 668-0010 (by March 9).

Jay A. Mevorah
Certified Public Accountant

Tel: (908) 753-1717
Cell: (732) 397-3187
Fax: (908) 753-0095

If you want results
for your business,
you’ve got to invest
in your business.

XSNI'D ﬂ"’l infield
OB er

Call 908-668-0010.

Serving South Plainfield Since 1997

COMING IN SEPTEMBER 2011 » Pre-K through 8th Grade

21st Century Learning
for 21st Century Minds

OPEN ENROLLMENT GOING ON NOW
Secure your child’s enrollment in HSA now. Full-day Pre-K and Kindergarten
. Early registration is recommended. Accelerated Math & English

| Interactive technology in every classroom |

TR B K RN 3, Tt 4 A M M At g i e

oly Savior Academ

THE MIDDLEBROOK DEANERY CATHOLIC SC

YO 1 j
Where academic excellence and Christ’s presence come together.
For information, to register or to sign up for a tour visit HolySaviorAcademy.com or call 908.822.5890.
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SPHS Bowling By Ralph Fech

Junior Captain Andrew Yon

BOYS BOWLING

Tiger Bowlers Post 10th Place Finish
In Central Jersey Group 2 Sectionals

Sports

Sophomore Nicole Benwe

GIRLS BOWLING

Lady Tigers Place 4thin
Central Jersey Group 2 Sectionals

South Plainfield 743-784-747-2,274

South Plainfield 665-667-685-2,017

Junior Andrew Yon took scoring honors for the Tigers as he fired games of
191-193-178 for a solid 562 set. Sophomore Tom Riccardi added a 182-485
effort. Powerhouse East Brunswick captured the Group 4 crown with state
champion Sayreville getting the gold in Group 3 and Woodbridge the runner-
up slot.

The GMC will have three strong representatives in the NJSIAA State Finals.

[REGULAR SEASON |

Tigers Edged by South Amboy

South Plainfield 804-807-760-2,371
South Amboy 843-737-815-2,395
The boys bowling team split the first two games but could not keep pace
with South Amboy and dropped a close 24-pin decision.
Junior Andrew: Yon earned scoring honors with a 192-194-518 effort.
Chipping in were sophomores Tom Riccardi 188 and Jesse Masters 187-172.

Lift Chairs

from Twin City Pharmacy
& Surgical

AWonde
Gift mylw
Twin City Pharmacy & Surgical

- partners with Golden Technologies to
~~ bring you the best products to enhance
~ your life at home. The Lift Chairs in our
store are best-in-class products to give
you many years of comfortable and

convenient use.

Your

Health

Matters
to Us.

EreelDeliveryl

Regional Hospice
& Home tare
provider

* Flo and
Pneumonia
Shots

« Major
medical &
medicare
bilfing
avaifable

« Hospital beds

«Wheel chairs

If you have any questions or want to dis-
cuss special requirements, please contact
us directly and our team of mobility experts
will help find the Lift Chair that's right for you.
Prices begin at $799 and we have dozens of
fabric choices to choose from.

If qualified, Medicare may cover part of the cost of your
lift chair. Your supplemental insurance may also pay a
portion. Assignment is not accepted but we will bill on
your benaif to assist you in any reimbursement avaiiable. This also de-
Gur toam of mebiiity. pends on the type of policy you have and whether or not we are listed

exports will Rolpfiud 2 providers for this insurance company. Our staff will be more
the Litt Chalr that's than happy to assist you in any questions you may have conceming 2 walkﬂs
Fight for you, Insurance.

+ Diabetic,
Surgical &
Ostomy
Supplies

+Wound Care

« Oxygen

Twin City Pharmacy

& Surgical

Telephone: 908-755-7696. Fax: 908-755-6003.
1708 Park Ave South Plainfield

Bill Ashnault RPh.-Owner * Sandy Severini-Owner.
Tom Cassio Jr-Owner ¢ James Kim RPh.

24 Hour Emergency Care Service—Free Delivery

Senior Stephanie Sherwood led the girls bowling team to a respectable 4th
place finish in the Group 2 Central Jersey sectionals. She rolled games of 183-
189 and a 518 set.

Chipping in were Nikki Disch with a 173 game and 477 set and teammate
Becca Moskal, 136 and 134.

The strong 10 team field included teams from Mercer, Monmouth,
Hunterdon and Somerset counties. The rugged White Division claimed three
champions: North Brunswick Group 4, Colonia Group 3 and Carteret Group
2. GMC foes Monroe, New Brunswick and Cardinal McCarrick were runners-
up as the GMC sent six teams to the NJSIAA State Finals.

[REGULAR SEASON |

Tigers Steamroll South Amboy

South Plainfield
South Amboy

648-667-700-2,015
531-532-551-1,614

The girls bowling team clobbered South Amboy in their season finale. The
Lady Tigers were paced by co-captains Nikki Disch 483 and Stephanie
Sherwood 472. Rookie Angela Tharp contributed.

If you love sports and you like to write, we need you.
Email the editor at spobserver@comast.net

YOUR HEALTH

MATTERS

To advertise your business here call 908-668-0010.

DURHAM DENTAL CENTER

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY
281 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield (908) 791-0900

——————————————————————————————————————————

i EXAM & _ONLY - 11} M ONLY !
NG 798 |1 ZOOM 19990
i X-RAYS  recuiars2ss !! BLEACHING REGULAR %599 !

DURHAM DENTAL CENTER DURHAM DENTAL CENTER

l MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS l l MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY Ommmurom [
OR DISCOUNTS, EXPIRES 4-22-2011 OR DISCOUNTS, EXPIRES 4-22-2011 l

Dr. Loay Deifallah, DDS = Most lmurance Accepted ¢ Se Habla Espanol

Advanced Chzropmctzc

é/W/ llness Center ;‘

*® Neck pain, back pain, headaches, numbness, tingling,
weakness & pain in arms and legs * Fibromyalgia ¢ Sciatica
* Auto accident related injuries * Whiplash
» Advanced certification on whiplash injuries
904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite O, South Plainfield
(908) 561-1777 Fax: 908-561-9711

Most major medical insurance & Medicare accepted

i

DR

Dr. Norayr &balik. DC

18 years experience

By Gary Lampasona

JUNIOR BASEBALL
CLUB NOTES

Our first winter’s
thaw is upon us-I
can see the blades
of grass breakin’
through the ice.
Its time to get
your glove ready!

Umpire classes
continue this week. Studies continue
this week on Tuesday and Thursday,
Feb. 22 and 24, followed by Tuesday,
March 1 at 6:30 p.m. The umpire test
is on Saturday, March 5 at 9 a.m. All
classes are held in the clubhouse. Please
be on time. If you have any questions,
call the clubhouse at (908) 754-2090.

Managers Meetings: If you have
been selected to manage, the meeting
dates are as follows: Small Fry C is
Monday, Feb. 21; Small Fry B is Tues-
day; Feb. 22 and Small Fry A is Wednes-
day;, Feb. 23. All meetings begin at 7:30
p.m. in the clubhouse. The draft dates
are still to be determined.

Registration for the spring season:
Rosters will soon close, so if your child
would like to play this spring, please
download the registration form from
our website, www.leagueline up.com/
SPJBC, fill it out and mail it along
with your check to the address on the
form. Please remember that the $20
late fee must be added to the registra-
tion costs. If your child is new to
SPJBC, please include a copy of their
birth certificate.

If you have any questions, please
contact a board member or call the
clubhouse at (908) 754-2090.

2011 Sign Sponsor: There is still
time to get your business message in
front of hundreds of your Customers.
Fill out a Sign Sponsor form and get
your sign on a field. Go to the hand-
outs section and download the form
with the required payment.

This week’s baseball definition: Balti-
more Chop-A ground ball that hits in
front of home plate (or off of it) and
takes a large hop over the infielder’s head.

“The way a team plays as a whole de-
termines its success. You may have the

Jpreatest bunch of individual stars in the
world, but if they don’t play together; the
chib won’t be worth n dpme.”~Babe Ruth

SP Wrestlers

Lose in Finals

(Continued from page 1)

Trophy, which the Tigers walked away
with when they defeated High Point
26-24 in the Group IIT Champion-
ship match. Although their victory was
not to be repeated in 2011, South
Plainfield was able to get decisions and
obtain wins in other weight classes:
Scott DelVecchio (135); Jeff Con-
roy (140); Corey Stasenko (152);
Kyle Pompillo (160); Will Whitefleet
(215); Anthony Ashnault (112);
and Troy Heilmann (119).

Other competitors for South
Plainfield included Joseph Pellegrino
(145), Michael Molinaro (171), Ryan
Billich (189) and Raymond Jazikoft
(103).

“The team wrestled awesome the
entire day. Unfortunately, we did not
accomplish our long term goal of a
Group IIT State Title. The team is up-
set, however, knowing that we only
graduate four seniors, we feel we will
be right back in the mix next season
for a Group IIT State Title. This team
has a lot to be proud of! Now it is
time for everyone to get ready for their
own individual goals, starting with the
Districts,” said Head Coach Kevin
McCann. “The districts start this week-
end. The top three move on to the
Regions and the top three from re-
gions move onto Atlantic City. We have
won a state record of 26 consecutive
District 12 ttles. Hopefully this week-
end will be 27.” \
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Obituaries

Henry J. Culver, 87

Henry J. Culver died on Monday;
Feb. 7 in Haven Hospice at JEK Medi-
cal Center located in Edison.

Born in Queens, N.Y., Henry was
raised throughout the Queens, Brook-
lyn, Bronx and Manhattan boroughs.
He also resided in Jersey City prior to
his enlistment in the U.S. Army Air
Corps during WWII. Henry was a
B24 gunner under squadron com-
mander Jimmy Stewart, and he flew
many combat missions over Germany
and France.

He worked as a warehouseman for
Anheuser-Busch in Newark, was a
member of Teamsters Local #845
and served as their president. He was a
member of Our Lady of Fatima RC
Church in Piscataway, and for over 50
years he was an avid bowler.

Henry is survived by his wife, Joan
(Mullen); a daughter, Debbic Thom-
son of Manville; three sons, Scott of
South Plamﬁcld William and wife
Janice of Toms Rivcr and Henry, Jr.
of South Amboy; three grandchildren,
Jason, Michelle and Cherise; and a sis-
ter, Gloria Muhlbauer of New York.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Sadie (DelVecchio)

Pirozzoli, 91

Sadie (DelVecchio) Pirozzoli died
on Tuesday, Feb. 8 in Care One at the
Highlands in Edison.

Born in Plainfield, she resided there
for 23 years before moving to South
Plainfield in 1948.

She was previously employed as a
winder for the former Kingston-
Connelly Company of North Plain-
field for five years.

Sadie was a member of Sacred Heart
Church in South Plainfield.

She is predeccased by her husband,
Charles Pirozzoli, who died in 1984.

Surviving are her daughters, Terese
Pirozzoli and Susan English and hus-
band Michael, all of South Plainfield;
asister, Sue Saccento of Middlesex and
a brother, Nicholas DelVecchio of
North Plainfield.

She is also survived by two grand-
sons, Shawn English and Brian En-
glish and wife Jenna; and by three great-
grandchildren, Aidan, Brycc and
Connor.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Philip Weiseman, 81

Philip Weiseman passed away on
Fnday, Feb. 11 in Sarasota, Fla. with
his wife and
children at his
side.

Philip was
{ born  and
. raised in Plain-
 field and was
o the longtime
i owner of
i Watchung
e . Furniture
Philip Weiseman House, estab-
lished by his father in 1929; he ex-
panded the business to Country Manor
Furniture and A La Carton Furniture
in Green Brook. In 2001 he retired
and moved to Sarasota with his wife,
Valerie.

He is predeceased by his father
Albert Weiseman by his mother, Ger-
trude Gartenberg Weiseman; and by
a brother, Jac Weiseman.

Surviving are his wife, Valerie
(Little); two sons, Kenneth and wife
Susan and Wayne and wife Frances;
and a daughter, Jody Weiseman Wood
and husband Thomas.

Philip also leaves behind five grand-
children, Samantha, Matthew, Chris-

In Memoriam

Lorraine Cochrane

Born 4/26/1945, Died 2/21/2008
Your time on earth was much too short
Your pain and sq/fcrin((] too long
But we must believe God's promise
That to him you now belong
It doesn’t seem three years have passed
Since he called you home
But in our hearts you will always be

a Until we meet again.

Your Loving Family, Bill, Brian, Laurian, Skylar, Bill Jr., Barbara,
Quinn, Ben, Jack, Charlee, Wren, Chris, Michelle, Dale & Emma

Debbie and Charlie Kurland of Hometown Heros deliver dinner to Junior
Journalist winner Giavanna DiFrancisco, pictured with her parents, Susan
and Joe; gmndparenrv John and Sandy Szumowski, and grandfather Ron

Kabara.

Savea slamp E -Mmail your request fo spobserver@comeast.net * * We now accep! VISA and Mastercard * *

topher and Halima Weiseman, and
Adam Wood, as well as many nieces
and nephews.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
memory of Philip Weiseman may be
made to the National Kidney Founda-
tion of Florida, 1040 Woodcock Rd.,
Suite 119, Orlando, Fla. 32803-3510.

Mary (Lences)
Telychan, 88

Mary (Lences) Telychan passed
away on Sunday, Feb. 6 at Kindred
Hospital within RWJUH in Rahway.

Born in Plainfield, Mary resided in -

North Plainfield before settling in
Edison in the early 1940s.

Mary was employed by Revlon in
Edison and was a member of the
Samoyed Club of America, the Dela-
ware Valley Samoyed Club and the
National Shelley China Club.

She is predeceased by her husband,
Michael, who died in 2001; and by a
brother, Joseph Lences. -

She is survived by a beloved daugh-
ter, Barbara Telychan; and by two
brothers, Charles and wife Feryne and
John Lences.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Fungrals.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the
family are requested.

Marie “Yolanda”
Fuca, 91

Marie “Yolanda” Fuca died on Tues-
day; Feb.-8 at Care One at the High-
lands Nursing Home in Edison.

Born and raised in Fairview, she was

Third Anniversary
In Loving Memory of
John “Jack” L
Mocharski
December 8, 1929—February 22, 2008

Forever in our hearts
e
Wjﬂ?, Toni
Children and Grandchildren

a resident of Manchester for 25 years,
and most recently, Yolanda moved to
the nursing home in August of 2010.

Yolanda spent her time as a home-
maker caring for her family. She was a
member of the Leisure Knoll Italian-
American Club and Travel Club and a
former member of St. John’s Church
in Lakehurst. Yolanda enjoyed her
time traveling with her family, espe-
cially to Europe and Hawaii, and had
visited 49 of the 50 states.

Yolanda loved cooking Italian food,
playing cards and could always be
found ballroom dancing.

She is predeceased by her husband,
Carmelo “Charlie”; who died in 1997
and by three siblings, Nick, Oreste and
Regina.

Yolanda leaves behind two children,
Joan Gargiulo and husband Jerry of
Piscataway and Ronald and wife Caro-
line of Saylorsburg, Pa

She is also survived by four grand-
children, Jim and Karen Gargiulo, and
Bob and Stephanie Gargiulo; a great-
grandson, Ryan; and by a brother,
George Malavolta and wife Ann of
Albuquerque, N.M.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions sent to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, Tenn. 38105 or to Deb-
orah Heart and Lung Center, 200 Tren-
ton Road, Browns Mill, N.J. 08015
would be appreciated.

Marjorie Fleming, 69

Marjorie Fleming died on Sunday,
Feb. 13 at her home.

Born and raised in Newark, Marjorie
lived in Orange before moving to
South Plainfield in 2003.

She owned Wee Watchers Day Care
out of her home and was a member of
Word of Faith Ministries located in
Colonia.

She is survived by two daughters,
Crystal Caddell of Map]c Shade and
Snu\ and husband James Porter of

Somerset; a son, Al Fleming of South
Plainfield and a grandchild, Sheradon
Moon.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Richard J. “Bear”
Silhanek, 56

Richard J. “Bear” Silhanek died on
Sunday, Feb. 13 at home.

Born in Hackensack, he resided in
Piscataway.

He was a truck driver for 25 years
working for several trucking compa-
nies throughout his driving career. His
last employer was New Penn Truck-
ing in Trenton.

Rich was a member of the Merchan-
dise Drivers Local #641 based in Un-
ion and a member of the Piscataway
Elks Lodge #2414.

Bear was an enthusiastic NY Jets
fan and was a season ticket holder for
many years. He also followed the N.Y.
Yankees and Rutgers Scarlet Knights.
In addition, Bear enjoyed playing golf,
softball and sharing laughs with his
friends. 2

He is predeceased by his parents,
Adelaide and Arthur Silhanek.

Surviving is a brother, Edward Sil-
hanek and wife Diane of South Plain-
field; and a sister, Patricia Cernack and
husband Joseph of Florida. Also sur-
viving are a niece, Jennifer Silhanek
and many friends.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

HOMETOWN HEROS

SEND-A -Plﬁf TR

We will send to. any
home a beautifully
arranged and wrapped
Assorted Sandwich Tray
with two of our homemade

54995
salads-Any Day-Any Time. serves 8-10

908-755-HERO (4376

‘ www.hometownherosdeli.com ‘

‘4n Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home”

HOME FOR FUNERALS LLC

(908) 561-8000
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Pre Arrancements * S/S Mepicaip ProtecTion * CREMATION SERVICES

GRreen BuriaLs
James A. Gustafson, Pres./Mgr. » N.J. Lic. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin I1, Vice-Pres./Dir. « N.J. Lic. No. 4564
Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. * N.J. Lic. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, Dir. *« N.J. Lic. No. 3382
Daniel M. Erickson, Dir. « N.J. Lic. No. 4798

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

0

2456 Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 756-2800
Joseph J. Olivero, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 3322

www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com .

« @ UR FAMILY CARING
FOR YOUR FAMILY
SINCE 7949 ™
. Pre-planning
« Bereavement Support Group

Proud member of ‘Veterans & Family
«  Memorial Care
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PBA Contract Up for Approval

(Continued from page 1)

ract, but in order to get “some give
backs” they agreed to a four. “Kudos
to the PBA who went above and
beyond,” said Rusnak.

CFO Cullen remarked that the
borough doled out $250,000 alone in
longevity pay during last year.

Former Mayor Charlie Butrico
qumtxomd the validity of the savings,
saying that the contract included three
additional days off, extra l()ngcvm
pay and a 5% increase in salary in the
first step year. “Two new steps benefit
the low end, but it’s a 50% increase
over two years,” said Butrico, who
believes that the PBA had “negotiated
in good faith.” “Look at the math,”
stated Butrico. “What are taxpayers
getung in return?”

PBA Vice President McNelly reiter-
ated that the contract had been signed
by police and questioned how some-
one outside the negotiating team had
knowledge of its contents. He also
said that the three additional days off
“do not cost taxpayers a penny,” and
that with the new benefit contribution
they are in actuality only receiving a
4% salary increase the first year.

There was much controversy be-
tween the council and public as
to whether the ordinance should
be approved prior to the contract
signing without public input. Audi-
ence members also questioned how
Butrico obtained a copy prior to it
being fully ratified. Mayor Anesh
stated that if need be thLV could not
go back into the bargaining process
“with a document that has already
been leaked out.”

Councilwoman Chrissy Buteas,
one of two Democrats on the council,
remarked, “I am disappointed that
the borough’s negotiating team, all
from the Republican Party, did not
give the public the opportunity to
view the terms of the police contract
before they voted on the ordinance
to support the wage increase.” She
cited that previous borough employee
contracts were voted on prior to a
salary ordinance, allowing the public
the opportunity to see and understand
the impact of the negotiations on their
property tax bill. “It is very unfortu-
nate that the Republicans did not give
the public that same consideration,”
said Buteas.

Judge Denies Negron’s Request

(Continued from page 1)

tions dealing with extensions of
superintendents’ contract.” Board
attorney Marc Zitomer of Schenck,
Price, Smith & King, LLP, contended
that the initial resolution did not
pass because “it was not supported
by a vote of the majority of the full
membership.” Administrative Law
Judge Jeffery Gerson found that there
is no case law or statute to support
Negron’s claim.

Another decision made in the
matter was that in order to extend
Negron’s contract the issue had to
be voted on by the 2011/2012 BOE
between the date of the school board
elections in April and the expiration

[NSURANC E

of his contract. Even though the origj-
nal vote was in favor of the contract
extension, it would still be considered
“null and void because the 2010
board was not statutorily authorized
to bind the 2011 board by extending
the contract.”

Negron has 13 days from the date
of the court’s decision to file a writ-
ten exception. Dr. Gary Bowen was
appointed interim superintendent last
October at $750 a day. The board can-
not begin to search for a permanent
replacement until Negron’s contract
expires on June 30. He will continue
to receive his $177,598 annual salary
until that time.

AGENCY

Trusted
Choicg*

Your neighborhood agent since 1961

510 Hamilton Blvd.
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

908-757-6666 FAX 908-561-0032
www.kapeinsurance.com

Business - Auto ~

Home

2010-2041
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Graziano Named]umor]oumallst

Kaitlyn Graziano, SPHS senior,
is this week’s winner in the Junior
Journalist program. Her poem, “The
Cruelty of Sports,” has earned Kait-
lyn dinner for her family, courtesy of
Hometown Heros.

‘There 1s still time to submit entries
for the annual program which runs
through May. Students should submit
their original written works to teach-
ers, Hometown Heros or the Observer
at 1110 Hamilton Blvd.

Winners and their families will
receive a catered dinner from Home-
town Heros and will be honored at a
year-end banquet in May,

For more information, call the
Observer at (908) 668-0010.

Junior Journalist Kaitlyn Graziano
with Principal James Pedersen.

The Cruelty of Sports
By Kaitlyn Graziano

There I sat and warmed the bench,
with all my goals in my heart I clench,
waiting for the day,
when it would be my time to shine,
the day when I could win,
and the ball would be mine.
So as I watched everyone else have a turn,
I began to watch from the bench and learn,
the mechanics of the game & the skills I would need,
so if I was ever played then I could succeed.
. But the problem was the coach wasn’t fair,
I asked him if T could play and he just didn’t care,
he said if I wanted to leave I should just turn in my uniform,
even though I was polite,
I guess I just wanted to play the game I loved,
but I would never be right.
Even though I never complained when I was hurt,
I guess he thought he was powerful,
and could treat me like dirt.
So I was always respectful and cheered on the team,
but I began to sce there’s no team without me,
so I kept trying my hardest and doing everything right,
but he would always have this evil smirk,
thinking that he would win the fight.
But the coach helped me see the evils in life,
how some peoples words will just cut you like a knife,
how they will put you down and make you frown,
how one person can just stop you from accomplishing your desires,
how people can be such great liars,
how favoritism can give the undeserving what they want,
while the good hearted will be abused and taunt.
He might have taught me how he can win the battle,
but I will smile when I win the war,
because fairness is every day,
what I'm fighting for,
and I have more pride in me,
than he’ll ever comprehend,
and although volleyball is over,
my dreams and determination will never end.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL /S

Enter Essay Contest
Celebrating Women’s
History Month

Women’s History Month, celebrat-
ed annually in the United States, is a
month fong celebration of women’s
contributions to culture, history
and society. Councilwoman Chrissy
Buteas is asking students to help cel-
ebrate women’s history and advance-
ment in the United States of America.

As a woman passionate about
public service and engaging wemen in
civic life, Buteas is again sponsoring a
project which celebrates the life of one
of our country’s greatest advocates
of civil rights. Contest participants
are invited to take advantage of this
opportunity to examine the life of
Rosa Parks, learn about the ideals
that fueled her passion and explore
avenues for continuing her legacy.

On December 1, 1955, when Parks
was riding a bus home from her
job, the bus filled up, and she was
expected to relinquish her seat for
a white man. She refused, and was
arrested for violating Alabama’s seg-
regation laws. The black community
mobilized a boycott of the bus system
which lasted for 381 days and resulted
in the ending of segregation on Mont-
gomery’s buses. The boycott also
brought national attention to the civil
rights cause and to a young minister,
the Rev: Martin Luther King, Jr.

Parks continued her commitment
to civil rights until her death, will-
ingly serving as a symbol of the civil
rights struggle.

Entrants should discuss a specific
event or accomplishment of Parks’ life
that is significant to them. If you had
the opportunity to create a project to
continue Parks’ legacy here in South
Plainficld, tell what the project would
be and how it would be implemented.
The length of the essay should be
500-750 words.

Residents in grades 9-12 are eli-
gible to enter. Deadline to submit the
essay is March 11.

Grand prize is a $250 American
Express gift card, a copy of Past and
Promise, Lives of New Jersey Women and
recognition in the South Plainfield
Observer. Winner will be chosen on
or before March 19 by a committee
consisting of Debbie Boyle, Nina
Rohrer, Nancy Stillman Pender,
Pamela Stefanek and Chrissy Buteas.

Submit essays to: Councilwoman
Chrissy Buteas, Borough of South
Plainfield, 2480 Plainfield Ave.,
South Plainfield, N.J. 07080 or chm
tincbutcas@comcast‘nct. Include
your name, address, grade, phone
number and email address.

AUTO BODY
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Why Advertise!

Local community newspapers are
/ the primary source of nformation for
both news and advertising in local
communities by a 51 margin over the
next most popular media. That'sa good

eason to advertse. For more infor-

mation, cal us at
bt

%08-668-0010.

PAVING & MASONRY

We also buy platinum, gold, silver,
palladium, sterling, and much more!
Gregory S. Heim, LLC ¢« 908-405-6408

|South Plainfield rzsndcnt\
for nine years

” E-mail: greghelm@njcombuycrcom WWW., n_|combuyer com
We will come to you & provide a free verbal appraisal. Call for details.

Call Anytimel!

PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

& N .,

PAVING

Driveways * Parking Lots

BTV ! S
DIFRAHCESCO

* MASONRY

al Coating * Pavers = Wallstone

Slate = Bluestone * Excavating * Foundations * Block Work
Cultured Stone * Drainage * Water Proofing

t——— 3RD GENERATION IN BusiNESs ——=

908-668-8434

LL License

Ti #8741
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¥

Professional
Plumbing, Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

(908) 561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY
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Residential & Commercial

“We'll Bring Our Mobile Store to your Front Door”

_* MY WAY CARPET
BN, 8 - My WAY.CARPET

MyWayCarpela‘com A N D F LOOR I N G °

Renairs * Restratching * Binding * Custom Tile ~ Sanding an
Repairs * Restretching * Binding * Custom Tite ™ Sanding and

FLOORING/CARPETING

%

1-877-699-2922
1-908-757-3470

d Refinishing

c

www.Fine-Ants-Sing.com 0% No intrest, No payménts for 1 year

POOLS

R vts

p AT
(908) 756-3 1 20
Schedule your pool closing now!

McCarthy Contractors

Complete Pool Maintenance & Repair
Pools~Ponds~Water Features

WE SELL & INSTALL SAFETY COVERS
AND DO LINER CHANGES

SALESAND
SERVICE

Blaise McCarthy
Member of NSPA
20 Years Experience

Fully Licensed & Insured ¢ SOUTH PLAINFIELD

_L-r
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

BOOKKEEPER/OFFICE ADMINISTRATION-~
25-30 hrs. for road construction co. Expe-
rienced in QuickBooks, Microsoft Office,
AR/AP invoice and bank reconciliation.
Call (908) 757-2215.

HIGH SCHOOL
SPORTS WRITER WANTED

If you are a high school student who
likes to write and loves sports, get paid
to cover high school sports events.

Apply in person or email the
South Plainfield Observer editor
at: spobserver@comcast.net

E”SI”[SSX ~  Advertise your business for

& 10 weeks in the Business &
Professional Directory and

GET 2 WEEKS
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

Readers look to the Observer for
local service professionals, including
auto mechanics, plumbers, roofers,
flooring specialists, real estate
professionals, landscapers, and more.

Call 908-668-0010 for rates &
infarmation on this limited time offer.

For the

1IN
get 3% off req! _ ;
' Advertise your

business weekly and get the

we offer. Call 908-668-0010

Looking for statewide coverage

o SAVE UP TO $70!
for your classified ad?

P

L}
Glaze to Amaze, LLC
2T, s

Statewide Classified Advertising Network (SCAN) enables you to
(€ reach more than 2 million households in the state by placing your clas-
sified advertisement through the New Jersey Press Association (NJPA)
in the more than 125 New Jersey daily and weekly newspapers.

Want to know more? Call 908-668-0010.

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

For fast results, advertise
your local rentals

in the Observer.
Call 908-668-0010.

ADOPTION

AUTOS WANTED

PREGNANT? Why answer only
one adoption ad... Forever Fami-
lies Through Adoption offers
you many different families/ op-
tion to consider. Call Joy: 866-
922-3678. Financial assistance
available.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUY NEW JERSEY FOR $520!
Place your 25-word classified
ad in over 145 NJ newspapers!-
Call Diane Trent at 609-406-
0600 ext.24, email dirent@
njpa.org or visit Wwww.njpa.org.
(Nationwide pfacement avail-
able) Ask About our TRI-BUY
package to reach NY, NJ and PA!

AUTOS WANTED

Please DONATE your

car.
1-800-692-1221 CHILDRENS
HOPE CHARITIES. Tax deduct-
ible-free pickup-any condition.
Also receive gift certificate for
each car donated. Help Us, Help
Children.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR
BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation,
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-
438-1090

AUTOS WANTED 2000 and
Up-CASH PAID! Honda, Toyota,
Nissans, SUV's and Jeeps. All
vehicles WANTED. 24 hr. CASH
Pick-up. Any condition. 732-
496-1633

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS
HERE! Place your 25 word
Classified ad in over 145 news-
papers throughout NJ for $520.
Contact Diane Trent 609-406-
0600 ext. 24. www.njpa.org _
Do you earn $800 in a day?
Your own Local Candy Route!
25 Machines and Candy All for
$9995. 877-915-8222. All Ma-
jor Credit Cards Accepted!

FARM-LIVESTOCK

PA HORSE WORLD EXPO: FEB.
24-27, Farm Show Complex,
Harrisburg. Hundreds of vendors,
seminars, demonstrations. The-
atre Equus-A Musical Equine
Revue. Info: 301-916-0852
www.horseworldexpo.com
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1o 1t o P v |

Serving South Plamnfield Since 1997

FINANCIAL

CREDIT CARD RELIEF****
FREE CONSULTATION**** Save
Thousands of Dollars Out Of
Debt In Months - NOT Years!
Avoid Bankruptcy NOT A High
Priced Consolidation Company
Or A Consumer Credit Coun-
seling Program CALL CREDIT
CARD RELIEF 866-479-5353
Not Available in All States

FOR SALE

VONAGE Unlimited Calls in
U.S. and 60 Countries! NO AN-
NUAL CONTRACT! $14.99 For 3
Months! Then ONLY $25.99/mo.
Plus FREE Activation. Call 888-
813-3989

FURNITURE FOR SAL

Cherry Bedroom Set Solid
Wood, never used, brand new
in factory boxes. English Dove-
fail. Original Cost $4500. Sell
for $895. Can Deliver, call Tom
201-210-8721.

H.WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS

CDL A Drivers: Regional Op-
portunity 100% Owner Operator
Reefer Company. $1000 Sign-
on bonus! Home Weekly/No
NYC. Call 1-800-446-2864 or
visit www.suncocarriers.com

H.WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS

TRUCK DRIVERS WANTED! 2011
PAY RAISE! UP TO $.52 PER MILE!
HOME WEEKENDS! EXCELLENT
BENEFITS! NEW EQUIPMENT!
HEARTLAND EXPRESS 1-800-441-
4953. www.heartlandexpress.com

HELP WANTED

Between High School and Col-
lege? Over 182 Drop that entry
level position. Earn what you're
worth!!! Travel w/Successful
Young Business Group. Paid
Training. Transportation, Lodg-
ing Provided. 1-877-646-5050.

LAND FOR SALE

Upstate NY Land Bargains 7.5
Acres w/ Beautiful Trout Stream
Frontage- $29,995. 23 Acres w/
Road & Utilities $39,995. 7.75
Acres w/ Beautiful Views, Road
and Utilities-$19,995. Financing
Available. Call 800-229-7843 Or
visit www.LandandCamps.com

MEDICAL

ATTENTION DIABETICS with
Medicare. Get a FREE Talking
Meter and diabetic supplies
at NO COST, plus FREE home
delivery! Best of all, this meter
eliminates painful finger prick-
ing! Call 877-206-1092

MEDICAL

ATTENTION SLEEP APNEA
SUFFERERS with Medicare. Get
FREE CPAP Replacement Sup-
plies at NO COST, plus FREE
home delivery! Best of all, pre-
vent red skin sores and bacterial
infection! Call 888-902-2643

MISC. FOR SALE

RUG LIQUIDATION SALE! 75%
Off Every Rug. FREE SHIP-
PING/BUY NOW. 200,000 Rugs
Must Go www.eSaleRugs.com
1-866-647-3965

MISCELLANEOUS

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE FROM
HOME. *Medical, *Business, *Para-
legal, *Accounting, *Criminal Jus-
tice. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial Aid
if qualified. Call 888-220-5975
www.CenturaOnline.com

NEED TO REACH THE PRESS?
Send us your press release
and we'll do the rest! Fee. Call
Diane Trent at 609-406-0600
ext.24,email dirent@njpa.org or
visit www.njpa.orq.

CASH FOR GOLD. Sell your
Gold Jewelry. Request Your
FREE Kit. Cash In 24 Hours.
888-450-0313

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL

MISCELLANEOUS

Reach over 1.4 Million House-
holds! Place your 2x2 Display
Ad in over 125 NJ weekly news-
papers for ONLY $1300. Call
Diane Trent at 609-406-0600
ext.24 email dtrent@njpa.org or
visit www.njpa.org. (Nationwide
placement available) Ask About
our TRI-BUY package to reach
NY, NJ and PA!

DISH Network s LOWEST ALL-
DIGITAL PRICE! As low as
$24.99/mo plus FREE HD FOR
LIFE! Callfor limited time BONUS!
Call Now. 1-888-460-5048
AIRLINES ARE HIRING. Train for
high paying Aviation Career. FAA
approved program. Financial aid
if qualified. Job placement as-
sistance. CALL Aviation Institute
of Maintenance. 877-564-4204.

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.njpublicnotices.com-Sub-
scribe to receive automatic
notices: sheriff sales, foreclo~
sures, RFP bids for schools,
town meetings, variances,etc.

REAL ESTATE/OUT OF STATE

New York-ATTENTION HUNTERS!
90 acres-$99,900 Abuts State
Land, 6 acre pond, great deer
hunting! Save 10% on 2/19 ONLY!
Hurry! (888) 918-6264 www.
NewYorkLandandLakes.com
NY FARM LIQUIDATION! 20
acres-39,900. 10% off ON 2/19
ONLY! Across from State Land!
Deep woods, stonewalls, town
rd, survey! Call now! (888)
481-0442° www.NewYorkLan-
dandLakes.com

1 DAY ABSOLUTE LAND SALE!
SAVE 10% ON 2/19 ONLY 10
acres-$24,900 Near State Land,
town rd, utils, near lakes. Prime NY
So. Tier location! (888) 903-4811
www.NewYorkLandandlLakes.
com

SERVICES

GARDEN STATE HOME SERVICES.
COM: Family business provid-
ing quality and affordable work!
Junk removal, interior/exterior
painting, remodeling, furnishing
and more! CALL NOW! 1-888-
917-0022

Toplaceaclassifiedad,
call 908-668-0010 by noon on Monday.

" On Time Eleetrieal '
Contraetor 11.¢

Residential * Industrial * Commercial
No Job Too Small
908-451-3313
On Call 24 hrs. ‘
Fully Insured & |
Bonded NJ {
Lic #8854 |

BILL RITCHEY

ELECTRICAL

FINANCIAL/TAXES HEATING & COOLING
4 it Take
Wl
LOU FASANO

PADGETT BUSINESS SERVICES®
WHERE YOUR SUCCESS TAKES ROOT*™

Accounting Today 2009 Top 100 Firm
Business and Personal Taxes ¢
Payroll e Financial Reporting

Don Duffy, MBA - Owner
South Plainfield, NJ
(908) 668-6906
d_duffy@smallbizpros.com
Call for a FREE Consultation!

. 4

HEATING & COOLING. i~c.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

1,500

Federal Tax Credit
on High Efficiency
Equipment

908)755-9141

é TRANE

REAL ESTATE ,

-

|
%, Prudential |

New Jersey Properties®

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE
South Plainfield Resident

For Over 39 Years
908-753-4450 X121
(732) 653-0322
Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@att.net

3 Rose Marie Pelton
@ Prudential NJ Properties®
hSE) Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NI 07069

& viciaity

CemuVZL

South Palatield] (908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

Moretti Realty § e
Put your trust in a Realtor 3 Bt
who can getthe most ~ Evelyn 23
money through Sherwood z
knowledge & experience!  Broker-
Associate
redecrain | Office: (808) 755-5051 Ext. 313

ROOFING

Wondering if Advertising Works?

rofessional advertisers
think so. If you want
nsistent results for you

ness, you've go
rtise consisten

The Observer - Serving South Plainfield Since 1997

SNOW REMOVAL

HYINOSIS REIKI
=0

75 pouLa Lakos

(908) 561-1511

By Appointment Onfy

9 |
ool

b- .
M2, CENTRAL JERSEY
e 4 o Holistic Health Center and Spa
L |
o MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY
.
R ASSISTANT

Roxanne Cortese.cp, cHp, Cm1

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainficld, NJ 07080

ROOFING

Since 1960

J.T. PENYAK

908-753-4222

www.penyakroofing.com

3571 KENNEDY ROAD
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

" SOUTH PLAINFIELD

>

ping

i,

SNOW REMOVAL

PLOWING - SANDING - SALTING
* Apartment & Condo Complexes

*Schools and Churches
-Sign up now for 24 hour service-

| 908-756-7272 |

* Office Buildings

* Retail Stores
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By Eve Pasternak

We'll be celebrating President’s Day
on Monday, remembering that George
Washington and Abraham Lincoln
were born this month. Other Febru-
ary presidents include Ronald Reagan
(February 6) and William Henry
Harrison (February 9). Two presidents
also passed away during this month,
John Quincy Adams on the 23rd, and
Woodrow Wilson on the third. Feb-
ruary is the first month the United
States had a president-George Wash-
ington was elected on February 4,
1789. And, as the first on a very short
list of presidents, Jefferson Davis was
inaugurated as the president of the
Confederate States of America on
Eebruary 18, 1861.

In honor of all this presidential ac-
tivity, the library will be closed Mon-
day, Feb. 21. If you have books you
want to renew, visit our website at
www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us

Log in to your account using the
barcode on your library card and your
PIN, which is the last four digits of the
phone number you gave when you
signed up for your card. You can also
call ELVIS at (908) 757-3280. Have
your library card and the books in front
of you.

The library is inaugurating some-
thing new this month-audiobooks in
MP3 format. Each CD in the new for-
mat can hold the same as 10 CDs in
standard format, meaning that most
books fit on one disc. They can be
played in the CD drive of your com-
puter, and newer home and automo-
bile CD/DVD players have the cor-
rect hardware as well. Most cars since
2006 have MP3 compatible CD play-
ers. There will be no need to switch
discs while driving. Plenty of current

{ oo
L Ewalk

To find your local
Muscular Dystrophy
Association Muscie

Walk, please visit

mda.org/musciewalk
or call (800) 572-1717.

Make a Muscie.
Make o Difference’

NAME

v Yes, I want home delivery.

titles are available. You can find them
shelved near the DVDs. Browse the
selection frequently; we’ll be putting
out more titles all month.

If you'd like to listen to audio-
books about presidents from George
Washington to Barack Obama, use the
library website to link to ListenN].
Using your computer and a portable
music player (iPod, Zune, Nook, etc.),
you can download thousands of titles,
both fiction and non-fiction. It’s easy
to discover if the book you are inter-
ested in will work on your device.
There are e-books, too!

Monday’s closing will not affect the
storytime schedule. Tuesday at 10:30
a.m., there will be stories and a craft
for children ages four and older.
Wednesday brings “Time for 2s and
3s” at 10:30 a.m. and “Storytime”
for ages four and older at 6:30 p.m.
On Thursdays, the two- and three-
year-olds will be welcome at 10:30
a.m., and the four-year-olds at 1:15
p-m. Children two and under are in-
vited to “Babytime” with Miss Linda
on Friday at 10:30 a.m. All programs
are free and no registration is needed
for storytime.

We know that the snow will melt
eventually. Looking ahead to that,
February’s Kidcraft (Monday, Feb. 28,
6:30 p.m.) will feature a spring sur-
prise. Children ages six to 10 will have
the chance to make something fun to
welcome the return of warm weather.
There is a $1 materials fee. Please reg-
ister in advance, because space is lim-
ited.

There are hundreds of ways to learn
about our presidents at the library—
books, movies, CDs and more. Come
and check some out, and have a
Happy President’s Day!

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE

MASTERCARD/VISA #

3 DIGIT SEC. CODE

1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

EXP. DATE

Follow the ups and downs of the borough in the Observer, an independent
newspaper for South Plainfield. Send check or money order for $29.95/one year
(out-of-town-$34.95) to: South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Bivd., Suite

Save a stamp... call in your subscription request! (908) 668-0010
or email your request to spobserver@comeast.net

* * We now accept VISA and Mastercard * *
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Sacred Heart alumni, students, teachers and coaches compete to raise

money for Children’s Specialized Hospital.

Sacred Heart Hawks
Go to the Hoop for Charity

The Sacred Heart Hawks Basketball
Teams played a charity basketball game
to raise money for Children’s Special-
ized Hospital on February 10. The
Sacred Heart Hawks Cheerleaders were
also on hand to cheer for the players
on both sides.

The Hawks Basketball teams con-
sist of boys and girls of all ages who
attend Sacred Heart School. The
Hawks faced the enormous task of try-
ing to defeat their coaches, teachers and
alumni. Size and experience was a defi-
nite disadvantage during the competi-
tion, but the Hawks fast paced game

and sharp shooting kept them com-
petitive for most of the game. The
score was close until the alumni took
over and showed the students the many
talented basketball players who gradu-

- ated from Sacred Heart School.

The game was a big hir with those
who attended. All the players, young
and old, had a grear time competing
with each other.

The event, organized by Sacred
Heart Athletic Director Carl Adlassnig,
raised over $1,000, which will be do-
nated to Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital.

Hall of Fame
Applications
Available Online

South Plainfield High School’s Hall
of Fame applications are now avail-
able online. To enter your applica-
tion, please visit www.spnet.k12.nj.
us and click on the high school page.

‘The Hall of Fame was established at
SPHS to recognize outstanding gradu-
ates. Honoring these successful gradu-
ates as leaders in their fields and commu-
nity provides current students with posi-
tive role models.

Candidates must have graduated
from SPHS at least 15 years prior to
nomination and have made significant
contributions in academics, business,
community participation and service
to humanity.

Application deadline is Friday, April
8. For more information or if you
have any questions, please call the high
school at (908) 754-4620, ext. 248.

South Plainfield
Democrats Seek
Candidates

The South Plainfield Democratic
Organization is seeking prospective
candidates to fill three council seats
for this year’s election.

Democratic Chairman Charles
Butrico stated, “I, along with the
Democratic Committee, am very ex-
cited about this year’s election. We are
looking for positive, energetic candi-
dates who have an interest in improv-
ing the quality of life for all of our
residents.” '

Prospective candidates should for-
ward their resume and a short letter
expressing their interest to Charles
Butrico by February 28 by contact-
ing him via email at cbutrico@ya
hoo.com.

The candidates will be interviewed
by the Democratic Municipal Com-
mittee in March.

THE REVIEWS HAVE BEEN GREAT!
IT’S A THUMBS UP FOR THE ISSUE
EVERYBODY LOVES...

a5 g
Reaching every household
and business in the Borough

of South Plainfield.

The March 25 South Plainfield Observer will be mailed to every
home and business in the borough. It’s a great opportunity for
advertisers to reach the almost 11,000 homes and businesses
here. And it’s a great resource for readers. To reserve your
space by March 9 or for more information, call (908) 668-0010.

" Why Advertise in Newspapers

A study commissioned by the New Jer-
sey Press Association (NJPA) and con- New Jersey
ducted by Belden Associates revealed
that newspapers are the number one
choice for news among New Jersey
residents and that 93% of adults

with a media preference choose a
newspaper for local community and
neighborhood news.

paper is kept is 4.2 and the

The study also revealed that 73% of
shoppers use newspa-
pers as their primary source for local
shopping information and 2 out of 3
consumers rely on newspapers for
information related to purchases. You
may also be interested to know that
the average number of days a weekly

average number of readers per copy
in a household is 2.0. And that ads are
second only to local events in reader
interest. Statistics also reveal that
more South Plainfielders rely on the
Observer for local news than any of
the dailies, surpassing the local cir-
culation of The Home News-Tribune,
the Courier News, and The Newark
Star-Ledger.

To reserve space or for more information, call 908-668-0010,




