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Additional Charges
Filed in House Fire
After further investigation by the
South Plaiiifield Police Department,
Michael Maher, 25, of 11 Owl Hollow Road in Tanncrsville, Pa. received
numerous additional charges after
driving drunk and plowing into a
duplex on Rush Street causing a gas
main break and fire on January 8.
According to police, Maher was
operating his 2008 Ford under the
influence of alcohol and recklessly
crashed into the home of Frank Approvato at 1204 Rush Street. Maher
claimed to have been traveling west on
New York Avenue at 40 mph when he
attempted to stop at Rush Street. Icy

his own for first and second degree
burns sustained to his face.
Subsequent to the DUI arrest,
Det. Vincent Campagna also charged
Maher with assault by auto, causing
or risking widespread injury or damage, knowingly leaving the scene of
an accident resulting in serious bxxlily
injury and obstructing the administration of the law.
Maher's passenger, Kevin Demarest, 25, of Delancy Court, was not
originally charged at the scene but
was later arrested for obstructing die
administration of the law, hindering
apprehension or prosecution and

On hand to help celebrate the 75th anniversary of Boy Scout Troop 125 were Advance Chair Bob Vincent,
Scoutmaster Troop 106; Al Tuttle, Life Scout Erick Rodriguez, Unit Comissioner Jack Steger, Life Scout and
Senior Patrol Leader Louis Esposito and Scoutmaster Jim Donelson. (See story and photos on page 6.)

Superior Court Ruling Denies Access to
Proposed Billboard by Mackin Media
By Libby Barsky

New Jersey Superior Court Judge
James P. Hurley ruled in favor of the
South Plainfield Zoning Board's decision to deny Mackin Media LLC its
application to install a billboard facing
1-287 from the rear of the Lukoil gas
station on Durham Avenue.
On'September 24, 2009 Mackin
Media LLC came before the zoning
board with an application to construe
a 672 sq. ft., two-sided V-shaped digital LED billboard designed to change
messages every 10 seconds wirii the
capability to deliver Amber Alerts
when needed. The proposed billboard
would be 46 feet above the roadbed
of I-287's right hand lane and the
top of the billboard would be 70 feet
above ground level at its base.

Two additional hearings were held
on November 12, 2009 and December 10, 2009. The zoning board
denied Mackin Media's application on
January 14, 2010 based on the negative impact the sign would have on
neighboring residents living 500 feet
away including single family homes
and those living in the second and
third floor apartments in the nearby
Highlands complex.
Judge Hurley affirmed the board's
position for denying the billboard
application based on die inability to
buffer the billboard and prevent the
messages on the sign from being visible to residents.
"The proposed height impacts any
ability to buffer the billboard from the
residences. The messages will be vis-

ible to the residences, which are about
500 feet away. The board's action in
denying the application is affirmed,"
wrote Judge Hurley.
As part of its denial of the application, the zoning board noted that
there was no discussion as to whether
there were alternate available sites that
would be better suited topographically along either side of the Route
287 corridor so as to prevent residents from having to view ads from
their homes or apartments. Martin
Judge, a principal in the Mackin
Media appeal, stated that he had not
considered other locations in other
municipalities.
Judge Hurley noted, "The board
found and the record supports the
(Continued on page 10)

Rush Street home after a drunk driver slammed into the
garage and hit a gas line.
road conditions caused tl:. vehicle to
slide across the road into the driveway
slamming into the garage. As a result,
a natural gas line ruptured causing an
explosion and blaze that destroyed the
entire dwelling including the 1200
Rush Street portion of the building.
Flying debris also damaged 201 and
207 Woolworth avenues and 204
Christopher Street.
Initial reports stated that no one
had been injured; however, Approvato, 50, soughr'medical attention on

tampering with physical evidence.
Demarest is alleged to have removed
evidence from the vehicle after the
crash and fleeing the scene. Both he
and Maher did return to the accident
scene approximately 20 minutes later,
according to police.
Demarest was arrested on January
11 and released on a $20,000 bond.
Maher was arrested on January 12.
Municipal Court Judge Spencer Robbins set bail at $75,000, with a 10%
option. He is presently out on bond.

South Plainfield Elks Donate Student Dictionaries
Members of the Youth Activities
Committee of the South Plainfield
Elks Lodge #2298 handed out A
Students lyictimiary paperback book to
every third grade student in the district last Friday. This is the second year
that the Elks have participated in the
organization's Dictionary Project.
Youth Activities Chairwoman
Sharon Reuter said, "The goal of the
Dictionary Project is to assist young
students in becoming accomplished
writers, eager readers and creative
thinkers by providing them with their
own personal dictionary." The books
are a gift from the Elks for the children to use in school and at home.
The idea for the Dictionary Project
began in 1992 when Annie Plummer of Savannah, Ga. gave 50 dictionaries to children who attended
a school close to her home. Each
year she continued to give this gift

and raised money to help purchase
even more books. In her lifetime
she raised enough money to buy
17,000 dictionaries for the children
in Savannah.
Her project attracted the attention of Bonnie Beeferman of Hilton
Head, S.C. who began raising money
by selling crafts to buy the books for
local school children in surrounding
communities. By 1995, Beeferman
was receiving so many requests from
teachers that she wrote a letter to the
Charleston Post and Courier asking for
help to meet the number of requests.
After reading the letter, Mary French
and her husband Arno formed a nonprofit organization and the Dictionary Project was born.
Since theil over 14 million children
have received dictionaries all across
the United States.
"The Youth Activities Committee
is proud to present the dictionaries to
the students in South Plainfield. We
(L-R) Elks members: District Vice President Debbie Czech, Chaplain Celeste Ginder, Interim Secretary Joe Rauh
hope they will find them useful for
and Youth Activities Chairwoman Sharon Reuter present Kennedy School third grade students with a copy
many years to come," said Reuter.
of A Students Dictionary.
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In My Opinion

Want to stay informed about the business of your Council and BOE?
Council meetings

on Comcast Channel 96
hurs-

contact the Observer.
(Check Comcast community bulletin board for last minute time changes.)

council

Meets twice a month on Mondays, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605
Agenda Meeting
Public Meeting
January 24
January 24
February 7
February 7
February 22 (Tuesday)
February 22 (Tuesday)
All Agenda Meetings begin at 7 p.m. followed immediately by the Public Meeting, unless
otherwise noted. Meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with the N.J. Open
Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Ave.

planmngboard
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, "except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641
Reorganization Meeting Tuesday, Jan. 25 at 6:30 p.m. Regular Meeting 7 p.m.

zoning
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641
Jan. 27, Feb. 10, Feb. 24, March 10, March 24, April 14, April 28, May 12, May 26, June 9,
June 23, July 28, Aug. 11, Aug. 25, Sept. 8, Sept. 22, Oct. 13, Oct. 27, Nov. 10*, Dec. 8*

boardofeducation
Meets Wednesdays at Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave.
Committee ot the whole meetings (begin at 6:00 p.m.)
2011: Feb. 9, March 2 and March 30.
Regular Public Meeting (begin at 7:30 p.m.): Feb. 16, March 16, April 6.

Meets once a month on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

Meets second Monday of the month at 7 p.m., 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building

library
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday, at the library at 7 p.m.

recreation
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7716
Feb. 7 *, March 8, April 12, May 10, June 14, July and August-no meetings, Sept. 13, Oct.
11, Nov. 8. Dec. 13
*These meeting dates will be held on the Monday prior to the regularly scheduled meeting.

taxpayers
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplan
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.
Feb. 15, March 15, April 19, May 17, June 21, July 19, Aug. 16, Sept. 20, Oct 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20

environmental

Opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher, nor do we guarantee accuracy.

Dear Editor,
ing progress that keeps in mind the
Submit Your Letters to the Editor:
I just want to thank the Depart- 'needs of the community Our indement of Public Works, especially Leon pendent nonprofit organization, Send your letters to South Plainfield Observer,
and the superintendent, for helping Edison Wedands Association, is ad- 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainto get my iPod back. My iPod fell into ministering this funding, which is used field, NJ 07080, or fax to 908-668-8819, or via
email: spobserver@comcast.net Deadline is
the sewer by my school, and I thought exclusively to pay for technical conMonday. 5 p.m. Letters must be accompaI wouldn't get it back, but with their sulting by public health and renied by a name and telephone number for
help I did. They opened up the sewer mediation experts. As a neighbor of verification. Limit letters to no more than 200
with their equipment, and then Leon this site, we are excited for the progress words. We reserve the right to refuse a letter,
went down and got my iPod back for that the US EPA is making on its to edit for clarity or length, and to limit the
me. Thank you to everyone that cleanup, for which we have strongly number of letters submitted on the same subhelped me, because if they didn't help, advocated since it was first discovered. ject. Submission is not a guarantee of publicaI wouldn't have it now.
Likewise, die federal funding com- tion. We do not accept anonymous letters.
mitted to the nearby ComeJl-Dubilier Letters are strictly opinion.
THANK YOU,
Electronics Superfund Site on HamGRANT SCHOOL STUDENT
ilton Boulevard has made tremendous dents and faculty members about
To the Community of
progress over die past two years, trans- what diey were doing to honor MarSouth Plainfield:
forming from a dangerous abandoned tin Ludier King.
One student explained, "I haven't
I hope everyone has settled back to site into an ongoing model cleanup
reality after die New Year. I trust that using die latest in technology to treat heard of anything related to MLK hapyou all had a great holiday, and hope tons of contaminated soil without pening yet. I diink it's because racism
you and your families are doing well. causing harm to South Plainfield's is not such a huge impact or issue anymore."
As you all know by now the weadier healrn or quality of life.
I was told by an English teacher
here has been crazy at best. The AdanWe wish to praise the US EPA for
tic Ocean, as of this letter, has a balmy their active roles on diesc two site clean- that South Plainfield High School
temperature of 33.6 degrees; hoping ups, but also to stress that an involved might be making no in-school anfor a heat wave before March 13!
citizenry is equally cnicial to ensuring nouncements about MLK due to
Which is why I am writing this letter, the cleanups are managed in a diorough "technical difficulties" with the new
to ask if you can help support our ef- and timely manner. I invite any resi- video announcement program. She
forts for this year's Miracle Plunge in dents to contact us at ewainfo@edi added that talking about the'eivil rights
Belmar. For more information about sonwedands.org to learn more about movement had been designated for
this event, please visit my fundraising how to get involved in protecting die February, as January is a time where
teachers are "under the gun now with
website at www.firstgiving.com/fluid environment in Soudi Plainfield.
snow, the new principal and preparing
raiser/peter-smith-2/petersmith. I truly
SINCERELY,
for mid-terms."
can use your support. If you have any
BOB SPIEGEL
I wrote an announcement myself
questions, please contact me. If you
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
about MLK to be read. The original
would rather write a check, you can make
EDISON WETLANDS ASSOCIATION
version included statistics about segrethe check payable to either Camp Moore
gation in New Jersey, but these numor 0x316/5 Anemia. Both contributions To the Editor:
bers were excluded after I had been adare tax-deductible.
Here in town everyone celebrated vised that it would be too much for the
As you will see on my web page, I Martin Luther King Day. And I mean school to handle,
have a high goal this year and can use everyone. My street, Martin Luther
Oakland, a mostly black city, hosted
all of your support.
King Jr. Street, will be celebrating
multiple events to celebrate their cherTHANKS AGAIN AND GOD BLESS,
Martin Luther King everyday until the
ished civil rights leader. MLK Day, an
PETE SMITH, MEMBER SOUTH
road sign is destroyed by bad weather. event designed to celebrate a man who
PLAINFIELD ELKS CLUB
South Plainfield, you did die civil hated segregation, has become a segrerights movement proud.
gated holiday.
Dear Editor,
Except diat everything I described
SIGNED,
I am writing to let South Plainfield happened in Oakland, Calif, inquired
HOLLY MCDEDE,
citizens know some great news about with South Plainfield High School stuA GRADUATE OF SPHS
the Woodbrook Road Superfund
Site. The United States Environmental .Protection Agency (US EPA) re-

Meets once a month (second Wednesday) Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m.
Questions? 908-226-7621

business
Meets once a month (first Wednesday) Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m.

ad hoc
Monday, Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. in the Senior Center Questions? 908-226-7605

The South Plainfield Observer is published weekly on Fridays
byG&G Graphics Inc.
How to Reach Us
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cently granted a $50,000 Technical
Assistance Grant tor use in hiring independent technical consultants to
strengthen die site's cleanup. Through
this funding, technical consultants can
review site files, provide technical
comments and recommendations on
the site cleanup, and attend public
meetings to present their findings.
This is an immensely positive step
for this site and die thousands who
live nearby in bodi Soudi Plainfield
and Edison. This funding shows die
US EPA's commitment to seeing die
cleanup through to the end, by mak-

2011 Cultural Arts Commission Meetings

The regular meetings of the South Plainfield Cultural Arts Commission
of South Plainfield arc held the third Tuesday of die month starting at 7:30
p.m. at the PAL building, 1250 Maple Ave. in the general conference
room. All meetings will be open to the public.
The 2011 Cultural Arts Commission meeting dates are: February 15,
March 15, April 19, May 17, June 21, no meeting July and August,
September 20, October 18, November 15 and December 20.
All meetings are subject to change or cancellation
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SUPER BOWL
Catering Specials!

MOHN'S
FLORIST
2325 plainfield ave., so. plainfield

9085612808
www.mohnsflorist.com
• weddings and receptions
1
sympathy designs • everyday floral gifts
• fruit, gourmet, gift baskets
* dish gardens • balloon bouquets

To comment on the content or to suggest a special story idea,
contact the publisher at (908) 668-0010.
The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

I
I
I

youi

eatemny thing
imagine....

PARTY PACKAGES $A99
START AT
**T PP
§
§
§
§
§

3 To 6 Ft. Giant Subs
Assorted Sandwich Trays
Homemade Salads
Sioppy Joe Platters
Assorted Sub Platters

§ Hot Chicken Wings
<* Fried Mozzarella Sticks
§ Cheeseburger Sliders
$ Meatball Heros

HOMETOWN HEROS
340 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

908-75S-HEM
www. hometownherosdel i. com

"Quality Food for Everyday Heros"
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Plans For NewSchool Proceeding Rapidly
After the 5 p.m. Mass last Saturday,
Fr. John Alvarado, pastor of Sacred
Heart Parish in South Plainfield, was
relaxed. "It's coming together, things
are really beginning to happen," he
said. The "it" he was referring to is the
new Githolic parochial school, Holy
Savior Academy, which will open in
September and be housed in what is
currently Sacred Heart School.
"Proceeding from the planning
stage to the execution stage takes time,
research, careful thought and planning, diplomacy, the input of many,
many people-all experts in their fieldsand finally prayer, lots of prayer!" he
said.
The 12 pastors of the Middlebrook
Deanery (which is a geographical subsection of a diocese) have the opportunity to create an ideal school from
the bottom up. He and his fellow pastors of the three other Catholic schools
in the area-Our Lady of Fatima in Piscataway, Our Lady of Mount Virgin
in Middlesex and Holy Family Academy in Bound Brook-had seen enrollment drop over the past few years.
This is due in part to the recession
with people unemployed and moving out of the area, and in part because parents felt that, although they

loved their parochial schools, their
schools weren't
quite up to snuff
when compared
to public schools,
especially in the
area of techand adv a n c ed

Holy Savior
Academy

.
™
The Middlebrook Deanery
lums. l a r Catholic School

ems want the
very best education possible for their
children and we are aware there arc
areas that need improvement," Fr.
Alvarado said. "My fellow pastors with
parochial schools began to realize that,
while we could struggle to remain viable over the next year or two, there
would come a point where viability is
no longer possible and we would be
faced with having to close our schools
if we didn't propose a dramatic solution. There are things that we all
wanted to accomplish and knew that
none of us could do this on our own."
That solution, they feel, is forming
an entirely new school by combining
resources, materials, assets and students. But this solution materialized

Resident Arrested for Practicing
Medicine Without a License
South Plainfield resident Yamile
Mattos, 47, was arrested and charged
with unlicensed practice of medicine,
possession with intent to distribute a
prescription drug and possession, of
drug paraphernalia after giving Botox
injections at her 2500 Park Ave. residence on Januar\r 11.
An investigation by a female undercover police officer revealed that
Mattos was giving injections to re-

move wrinkles and augment the derrieres of clients. She was arrested at
home without incident. Bail was set
at $70,000 with no 10% option, and
she is currently being held at the
Middlesex County Adult Corrections
Center in North Brunswick.
Det. Anthony Pacillo led the investigation along with Sgt. Dan Noonan
and investigators from the Consumer
Afiairs Enforcement Bureau.

Marbleizing Craft Program at Library
There will be a marbleizing craft
program for adults at the South
Plainfield Public Library on Monday,
Jan. 24 at 6:15 p.m.
Participants will make a fabric fan
using the beautiful ancient art form
of Ebru, better known as marbleizing. Similar to tie dying, marbleizing
is easier and more exquisite. Learn
both the technique and the fascinating history of this ancient art. This

WANTED!
HEATING OIL
CUSTOMERS

RG Fuel Oil
908-930-6678
Low Cost Heating Oil
Delivered 7 Days a Week!
Full Service!
No Contracts!
South Plainfield, NJ

CAREGIVER SERVICES
Marisol's Home
Caregiver Services
Family owned & operated
Providing affordable
in-home care, daily or live-in
NJ State licensed, fully insured & bonded
Services include and are not limited to:
• Companionship • Meal prep
• Personal care
• Laundry
• Transportation
• Errands
• Light housekeeping • Medication reminder

Please call for a free
in-home consultation.
Call (732) 912-9312

program is being presented free of
charge by Nancy Leary. Space is limited, so participants must register in
advance. Be advised the program is for
adults only.
The South Plainfield Library is located in the municipal complex at
2484 Plainfield Avc. For more information, call (908) 754-7885 or visit
the library's website at www.south
plainfield. lib. nj. us.

slowly. "Nothing like this had ever been
done before in our diocese," Fr.
Alvarado went on. "Githolic schools
close all the time, all across the nation,
and children are ushered to another
parochial school. A deanery creating a
new school is a completely new concept and one, I believe, that is in line
with the vision of our bishop and the
recommendations of our recent Diocesan Synod," he said. "Our bishop,
Most Rev. Paul Bootkoski has been
supportive from day one," he added.
A parochial school's curriculum is
dictated both by the Diocesan Department of Education and the State
of New Jersey, ensuring a certain quality of education. Pastors didn't have
much input into the curriculum.
"What's exciting about this school,"
Fr. Alvarado continued, "is that we will
of course maintain those levels dictated by the state and the diocese, but
we will also add to it." Offering, advanced classes in the areas of math,
science and language arts, he feels, will
challenge both teachers and students.
By greatly increasing the use of technology in the classroorn-"somcthing
parents have been telling as they want"
- children will have an opportunity
to learn in a new way, a more responsive way, using new tools to heighten
the educational experience.
"Our goal," Father Alvarado continued, "is to become a 'super-school'
of elementary schools. "But," he added
emphatically, "this new school is not
an experiment. Nothing could be further from the truth!"
Is there opposition to this new
school? "People don't always accept
change with open arms," Fr. Alvarado
continued. "Not only in my parish,
but in the other parishes with schools,
there is sadness and grief over losing
something that is so closely tied to the
parish community. Many parents
however, even most parents, are genuinely excited about Holy Savior Academy, because they realize their children
will have the opportunity for a higher
quality of education here. Some parents will 'wait and see' and a few are
not in favor of it at all. And that's
where prayer plays a major role," he
said.
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Sanjiv Sewdat Named Junior Journalist
Students should submit their
original written works to their teachers, Hometown Heros or to the
Observer at 1110 Hamilton Blvd.
Winners and their families will
receive a catered dinner from Hometown Heros and will be honored at
a year-end banquet in May.
For more information, call the
Observer at (908) 668-0010.

Bears Hibernating
By Sanjiv Sewdat

Junior Journalist winner Sanjiv
Sewdat with teacher Michael
Bertram.
Sanjiv Sewdat, Roosevelt School
third grader, is this week's winner in
the Junior Journalist program. His
poem, "Bears Hibernating," has earned
Sanjiv dinner for his family, courtesy
of Hometown Heros.

Bears hibernating
nighty, night
and if you woke one up
run for your life.
Play dead or you're dead meat
Better hope he goes back to his
peaceful slumber
to finish his sleep.
Good night bear!
Fm so out of here.

Sulrutlnzn Woman 5 (?lutr

N E W S
At the January meeting of the Suburban Woman's Club, members were
treated to a very informative talk presented by Dr. Alice Tempel, South
Plainfield Environmental Specialist
and Recycling Coordinator. Dr.
Tempel accompanied her talk with a
slide show entitled, "Where does it
come from? Where does it go?" to
illustrate the path that litter takes and
ways in which to prevent it.
Special State Project Chairperson
Natalie Bergen reported that her committee members were to meet at the
Senior Center on January 13 to discuss the fashion show/luncheon that
will raise funds for the Wellness Community/Gilda's Club Program in April.
Club President Lucy Hudson announced that she would host a report

writing meeting at her home on January 20 and a group of members will
be attending the College District
Council/Program Assistance Day at
the NJSFWC Headquarters in New
Brunswick on January 27.
The NJSFWC Public Issues Day
on Monday, March 21 will honor
women in the military. The club will
present Sgt. Trista L. Moretti's name
to be placed on die list of honorees.
The time of the club meetings had
been changed from 1 to 2 p.m. due
to scheduling difficulties at the American Legion Hall.
Any woman interested in joining
the club may contact Grace Bertucci,
membership chairperson at (732)
549-9633.

Patronize Our Advertisers
They Support Us!

Love Your Pet's Teeth

24j HourJ EmergencytSeryice

DENTAL FAIR

Residential
Commercial

Sunday, January 30 • 2-4 p.m.
Plainfield Animal Hospital

©

Electrical, Heating &
Cooling Service Inc.

Giveaways/
Contests! Tours!
Tooth Brushing

Demos!
Door Prizes!
Refreshments!

2215 Park Avenue, South Plainfield
RSVP: byJanuary 25, 2011
908-755-2428
www.plamtieldanimalhospital.com
LEARN ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF PET DENTAL HEALTH!
Good Looks and
Healthy Teeth..
...Who says you
Dental Examination!
can't have it all?

FREE

Repairing • Servicing
Replacing
& Installing ALL
Brands & Models

$25 Off

Central Heating Systems • Hot Water Boilers
Hot Water Heaters • Furnaces • Humidifiers

IVe Promise To:
properly diagnose your service needs
give you the cost before work begins
give you a clear explanation of the work
be courteous and friendly
follow up on our work with a phone call

"Serving Middlesex County"
Fully Insured & Bonded
License #13852
H.I. Lie #13VHO5891900

FREE
ESTIMATES!

www.onecallelecffrical.com

"We Stand Behind All Our Work../'
ca£i

To subscribe

Ponytail Fundraiser
January 21

to the South Plain field Observer call 9O8 66HOO1O

toast, eggs to order, orange juice, coffee and tea. Cost: adults/$6; seniors/
$5; children under 12/S4.
For more information, call Karen
Kelly at (908) 757-5820.

Gesang-und TurnVerein Dinner Dance

Don't Cook Friday
Spaghetti Dinner

Come outfora night of music and
February 11
laughter, sponsored by die South PlainSouth Plainfield Knights of Columtield Pooytail Association, at the Senior
bus
Council #6203, 334 Hamilton
Center on Friday, Jan. 21 from 6:30 to Sacred Heart "A
Blvd. is holding its annual "Don't
11:30 p.m. to support girls Softball. Night on Broadway"
Cook Friday" spaghetti dinner on FriTickers are $40 per person and include
January 30
day, Feb. 11 from 4 to 7:30 p.m.
a buftet dinner, beer, wine, soda and
Purchase tickets at the door; $8/
The Sacred Heart Music Ministry
dessert. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; dinadults,
$7/seniors and $4/childrcn.
presents
"A
Night
on
Broadway"
on
ner at 7:30 p.m and show at 8:30 p.m.
Take
out
dinners are also available.
Sunday,
Jan.
30
at
3
p.m.
at
Sacred
To purchase tickets, call Roone at
(908) 202-1653, Nancy at (908) 217- Heart Church, 149 South Plainfield
Ave., featuring music from many be- Food Fest/Bake Sale/
2103 or Dave at (908) 906-1670.
loved musicals, including The Sound Candy Sale
Wrestling Alumni Night of Music, The Phantmn of the Opera, February 12
Beauty and the Beast, Carousel; My
January 22
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin OrFair Lady, Sweeney Todd, Fiddler on
The first wrestling alumni night will the Roof and The Fantastiks. A free thodox Church, 400 Delmore Ave.,
be held Saturday, Jan. 22 at 7 p.m. at will offering will be accepted at the door. will hold a food fest/bake sale/candy
the high school. All former SPHS
For more information, call (908) sale on Saturday, Feb. 12 from 9 a.m.
wrestlers are invitedfora night of fun 756-0633, ext 139.
to 1 p.m. Ukrainian and Russian ethand reminiscing and watch the Tigers
nic foods, homemade candy for Valentake on Old Bridge. Following the Open House at Holy
tine's Day for your loved ones. Enter
march, all alumni, friends and fans
through the ramp door in the parking
Savior Academy
(adults only please) are invited to Flanlot in the back of the church.
agan's for a post match reception spon- January 30 & Febrary 3
For more information, call (908)
sored by the South Plainfield WresHoly Savior Academy extends a 561-6366.
tling Club. Light buffet and cash bar. warm and cordial invitation to parFor information or to register visit ents and students to attend an open
Out of Town
www.spwrestling.com; information can house at what is currently Sacred Heart
be found under the Alumni section.
School in South Plainfield.
Dates are Sunday, Jan. 30from2 Temple Sholom White
Elks Pancake Breakfast to 6 p.m. and Thursday, Feb. 3 from Elephant Auction
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
January 30
January 22
For more information, please call
The South Plainfield Elks Lodge
Temple Sholom of Fanwood/
#2298,1254 New Market Ave., will (908) 822-5890.
Scotch Plains, 74 Marrine Ave., will
hold a pancake breakfast on Sunday,
Send Your Events t o :
host its second White Elephant AucJan. 30 from 8 a.m. to noon to benspobserver@comcast.net
tion at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Jan.
efit the South Plainfield High School
Visit our website:
22. Open to the public. Tickets: $10
www.spobserver.com
Orchestra/Marching Band Disney trip.
for information on how to
in advance; $15 at the door include
Pancakes, sausage, bacon, hash browns,
submit an event.
light refreshments, soft drinks and wine.
For more information or to purchase tickets, call (908) 889-4900 or
email sholom@sholomnj.org.

Don't Know Jack About Real Estate?
TBCT"JACK"T087778T0SEARCH
FOR HOMES FROM ANY PHONE.
(ACTIVES, RECENTLY CLOSED, FORECLOSURES)
Orvisitwww.NowYouKnowJack.com
nC/AAKV
KC'XrlnCi
CnmoetitivP Edoe
uuni|»iimie kutjb

|olln ( l A (K ) P e d e r s e n B r o k e r

•
<
Associate
Office (908) 755-0200 • Cell908-922-2368 @
32
South Plainfield Ave • So. Plainfield, NJ 07080 ^jT
Eachainco(ndependently Owned & Optraled

l

e

January 22
Plainfield Gesang-und Turn-Verein
will hold a dinner dance on Saturday,
Jan. 22 at 6:30 p.m. in Singer Hall,
220 Somerset St. in North Plainfield.
Gulash and spaetzle and all the trimmings will be served Cbffec and cake
for dessert. Tickets are $17 for members or $19 for non-members.
For tickets, call Joan at (908) 6470819 or Victor at (908) 276-8572.

Blackrose to Perform
January 22
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Calendar
Coming Up
MONDAYS
Silver Sneakers
Crocheting
Yoga
Art Class
TUESDAYS
Bingo
Ladies Group

8:45 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
10am-2 pm
10 am

WEDNESDAYS
Aerobics
8:45 am
Line Dancing
10 am
Computer...10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Crocheting
1 pm
Tai Chi
2 pm

Blackrose, the band, playing classic
rock and roll music and today's hits,
will be performing at Rug's & Riffy's
THURSDAYS
8:45 am
Bar and Grill, 493 Rahway Ave. in Active Seniors
9 am
Wbodbridge on Saturday, Jan. 22 at Shopping Trip
Crafts Class
10 am
9 p.m. No cover charge.
Computer.. 10 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm

Willow Grove Winter
Festival Concert
January 23

Exercise Class
FRIDAYS
Bingo

1:15 pm
10 am-2 pm

Daily Activities: Morning coffee, pool,
cards, board games, computer classes,
exercise, art, Tai Chi, yoga and crafts.
Lunch Served Monday-Friday.

Hear Imperial Brass perform its
Winter Festival Concert on Sunday,
Jan. 23 at 3 p.m. at Willow Grove
Call (908) 754-1047 for more info or
visit www.souttiplainfieldnj.com
Presbyterian Church in Scotch Plains.
Tickets are on sale in advance and
Senior Center is open daily 8 a.m. to
at the door. Ticket prices are $15; se4 p.m. Closed Saturdays & Sundays.
niors and saidents-$12; andfreefor
children 12 and under. Following the people living with mood disorders at
its monthly meeting at 7:45 p.m. on
concert, a reception will be held.
For tickets or information, call Wednesday, Jan. 26 using the facilities
of the Morristown Unitarian Fellow(908) 232-5678.
ship, 21 Normandy Heights Road in
Depression/Bipolar
Morristown. The public is cordially
invited.
Support Meeting
For information or weather-related
January 26
cancellations, call (973) 994-1143.
The Depression and Bipolar Support Alliance will feature a panel of Beat the Winter

Blues Dance Party
January 29

AGENCY
Your neighborhood agent since 1961

Hamilton
So510plainfield
NJBlvd.
0708

Trusted
Choice

:

*

'

°

908-757-6666 FAX 908-561-0032
www.kapeinsurance.com

Steppin' Out Singles beat the winter blues upscale singles dance party
will be held on Saturday, Jan. 29 at 8
p.m. at Crowne Plaza Hotel, 36 Valley Rd. in Clark. Ages 40 and up; no
jeans/sneakers/t-shirts. Admission:
S17.
For more information, call (732)
656-1801.

Business - Auto - Home

The Jagrah's Experience

GUTTER SPECIALISTS
S Cleaned
•/ Repaired
•/ Installed

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY BUFFET
February 6
Wings (three types) * Hot Dogs * Sliders
Chili * Taco Station * Chips & Dip
•

DRINK SPECIALS

$14.95 Per Person
COME AND JOIN US FOR GREAT FOOD AND
A GREAT TIME ON SUPER BOWL SUNDAY
World Fusion Cuisine featuring an
Asian, Cajun, French & Southern Style Menu
Appetizer & Entree Specials Weekly

Monday-Wednesday 4:30 TO 9 RM.

700 Oak Tree Avenue ^ South Plainfield
908.757.5306

ALL YOU CAN EAT PASTA OF YOUR CHOICE

Licensed
& Insured

• Roofing & Siding
• Soffits and
Aluminium

Call Chris for
FREE ESTIMATE & Best Price!

732-424-0454

Get all the
South Plainfield
news you want.

Subscribe!

$7.95 includes salad a n d garlic bread
- Ask to see our new wine list -

Lunch Mon-Sat, 11:30am to 3:30pm • Dinner Mon-Thur 4:30 to 10pm; Fri-Sat 4:30 to 11 pm; Sun 11 a m to 7pm

Call 908-668-0010
or E-mail: spobserver@comcast.net

To subscribe
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Milestones
Two Named to
Coastal Carolina
Dean's List

Daniel Eatman, Jr.

Daniel Eatman,Jr.
Named Investor
Branch Manager
Investors Savings Bank has named
Daniel Eatman, Jr. to the position of
branch manager of its recently opened
South Plainfield branch, located at
2449 Plainfield Ave. Eatman will oversee the branch's business development
efforts and will report to regional
manager Susan Nardozza.
Eatman worked in the criminal justice field before embarking on a 13
year career in financial services. Before
joining Investors, he held relationship
and sales management positions at
Chase Bank, Bank of America and Valley National Bank. A former student
athlete, Eatman coaches Little League
and 12-and-under league baseball.
"Mr. Eatman's experience and expertise will help us continue to offer
top-quality services to our customers," said Nardozza.

Natalie Coined
Named to Rider
U. Dean's List
Natalie Colucci of South Plainfield
was named to the dean's list at Rider
University College of Business Administration for the 2010 Fall Semester.
As a dean's list student, Natalie is
among a select group of student scholars who represent the brightest and
most accomplished students in the
College of Business Administration
and at Rider University;

Come in & enjoy

&m m Npm

H4

REDUCED PRICES

HAIRCUTS

Nicole A. Slatky and Ashleigh
Gaspari of South Plaiiificld have been
named to the dean'sfotat Coastal Carolina University (CCU) for the Fall
2010 semester. To qualify for the
dean's list, freshmen must earn a 3.25
grade point average and upperclassmen must earn a 3.5 grade point average. All students must be enrolled
full time.
Coastal Carolina University is a dynamic, public comprehensive liberal
arts institution located in Conway, just
minutes from Myrtle Beach, S.C.
CCU offers baccalaureate programs
in 53 major fields of study, including
acclaimed programs in marine science,
resort tourism and professional golf
management. Graduate programs include an MBA as well as master's degrees in education, writing and coastal
marine and wetland studies.

$5 + AGE

of their members and family members who attended and either cooked
or served the residents their dinner. A
special thank you to brother Knight
Max Waldrop for his support in playing Santa. Ed Kubala has played Santa
for many years, but was unable to
this year.
Another special thanks to the Sacred Heart Prayer Shawl Ministry who
handmade over 50 winter hats and
scarvesforthe Keystone residents this

Bucknell University has announced the dean's list for outstanding academic achievement during the
fall semester of the 2010-11 academic
The Week of Prayer for Christian
year. A student must earn a grade point Unity was first observed from Januaverage of 3.5 or higher on a scale of ary 18-25,1908. Today, the event will
4.0 to receive dean's list recognition. be observered through the Association
Among the students named to the of Christion Churches of South Plaindean's list were Lauren C. Fry, daugh- field. The association invites the Chirstter of Kenneth and Kathleen Fry of ian community throughout the world
South Plainficld and a 2007 graduate to pray in communion with the prayer
of South Plainficld High School; and of Jesus, "that they all may be one"
Eric C. Nuber, son of David and (John 17:21).
Geralyn Nubcr of South Plainficld
The Association of Christian
and a 2009 graduate of St. Joseph
Churches of South Plainfield was
High School in Metuchen.
formed in 1964 for just that purpose-to advance unity and dialogue
among the various Christian faith traditions of South Plainfield. The current
active members of the association, whose
pastors and spiritual leaders meet

monthly, consist of St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church, first Baptist
Church, Pilgrim Covenant, Rescue
House of Prayer, Sacred Heart Roman
Catholic Church and Wesley United
Methodist.
This year the Association of Christian Churches week of events to advance and celebrate Christian unity in
South Plainfield will conclude with
the following events:
January 2 1 : An Old Fashioned
Hymn Sing, 7 p.m.-Sacred Heart
Church. Choirs from area churches,
along with congregational singing, will
celebrate the unity we share in Christ
through sacred music, with favorite
hymns from the various faith tradi-

Two Named to
Bucknell University
Dean's List

Send Your
Milestones to:

tions.
January 2 3 : Panel Discussion, 3
p.m.-Wesley Methodist. Topic: Visions of Hope for South Plainfield.
Along with our respective clergy and
local politicians and educators, join in
a discussion of our hopes for the future of South Plainfield, and the role
we each play in our growing multicultural community'.
For more information on any of
these events, contact the local hosting church.

SUBSCRIBE!

spobserver@comcast.net
For information on how
to submit an event, visit
www.spobserver.com.

Warm up \
with a great rate,

Complimentary Nail Art w/Manicure $16
or

Complimentary Foot Mask w/Pedicure $19

certified public accountants and consultants since 1962

285 Durham Ave., Suite 2D
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
www.maxbussel.com

year. Members of the Prayer Shawl
Ministry are Joan Bechtle, Susan Barry,
Donna Brown, Joanne Drake, Jeanne
Griesi, Evelina Inigo, Maria Lewis,
Grace Lyons, Pat McDonough, Pat
Malia, Anna Miranda, Cheryl NagleSmiley, Joanne Otlowski, Mary
Otlowski, Debra Perry and Maria
Perry.
Co-organizers for this event were
Bill Thomas and Grand Knight Joe
Scrudato.

Week of Prayer Concludes with Panel Discussion

MaxBussel&Company
Carl A. Alston
Certified Public Accountant

Knights of Columbus Host Annual
Christmas Party for Keystone Residents
The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 held their
annual Christmas party for Keystone
residents on December 30. Over 70
attended the party at the Knights hall
to enjoy a hot dinner and a visit from
Santa who delivered many gifts to the
residents. The Knights of Columbus
have been hosting a Christmas party
for Keystone residents for over 20
years.
The Knights would like to thank all

908-668-8397 • 307 OakTreeAve
***CUTSFORKID$***

Residents of Keystone enjoy a Christmas party hosted by the Knights of Columbus.

Jay A. Mevorah
Certified Public Accountant
Tel: (908)753-1717
Cell: (732) 397-3187
Fax: (908) 753-0095

Take the chill out of the season with a great low rate
and a loan option that puts you in control: OptionLine
• Floating rates with the option to lock in a fixed rate
• Cash available when you need it
• Low line amount required for low rates

1.99% APR
6 Month Introductory Rate

3.99% APR2
Current Standard Rate

ands
Community Bank

tOE FASAffo

m

732.752.3555

w

FREE ESTIMATES

HEATING & COOLING
M/ie Ve got a special attraction for you....
Ruud Super High Efficiency Air Conditioners and Furnaces Paired Up For Peak Performance!

LISTENING IS JUST THE BEGINNING.*

888.746.6759

I skylandscombank.com

(Sk Equal Housing Lender Member FDIC Member of the Fulton Financial Family The product is a variable rate line of credit secured by the primary residence and not
exceeding an 80% loan 10 value ratio This account includes a fixed rate option Cu'fent fixed rate APRstange from 3.49% to 9.50% depending on credit qualifications,
payment option, and loan term selected This rate may vary, but once established as a new Fixed Rale Advance, will not vary thereafter A $100 rate lock fee applies each
time you establish a Fixed Rate Advance. The fee is waived if rate is locked at closing. A $90 recording fee will be charged Other closing costs for lines of credit up to
$500,000 typically range from approximately $7? (o $434 depending on line amount, appraisal requitements and property location. Any closing costs initially paid by the
bank on the borrower's behalf, must bo paid by the borrower if the account is closed within 3 years. Borrower must pay mortgage satisfaction fees at loan termination
Property insurance is required. Rate and terms subject to change and may be withdrawn without notice. Rates are available to qualified borrowers and loans are subject
to credit approval. 'The advertised 1.99% APR (Annual Percentage Rate) applies to new lines of c e d i t of at (oast $10,000 and automatic deduction of payment from a
Skylands Community Bank deposit account. Applications must be received by February 12, 2011 Borrowers with a credit store of 720 or better will receive ' .99% APR
for f> monlhs from the opening date For borrowers having a credit score of less than 720 (not receiving an introductory rjte), APRs are variable and may range from
4.25% (Wall Street Journal Prime plus 1 00%) to 6-25% (WSJP plus 3.00%), depending or\ credit qualifications. ''After the expiration of ihe 6 month introclii
period, the APR will be based on the WSJP as published daily plus a margin or minimum APR of 3.99%, whii •
for borrowers having
>re of 720
oi better, the current APR is 399% The maximum APR is 1800%
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Boy Troop 125Celebrates 75Year Anniversary
By Patricia Abbott
Boy Scouring in South Plainficld
dates back well over 70 years and Boy
Scout Troop 125 boast that they are
the oldest active troop in town. On
January 9 the troop held a 75 year reunion dinner at the VFW
Troop 125 was formed in 1933
and has a copy of the original charter
from the former Willis School on
New Brunswick Avenue. Scoutmaster Jim Donelson explained that while
the troop is entering its 78th year, the
council only recognizes his particular
unit as active for 75 years. "There
doesn't seem to be a lot of history
passed down from scoutmaster to
scoutmaster. I am trying to do the
troop's history with the help of former
Scoutmaster Bob Vincent," explained

Donelson.
This is the first reunion the troop
has held. Unfortunately they did not
have a large number of alumni in attendance because many live out of
state, most too far away to attend.
The informal pot luck style dinner
was held downstairs at the VFW. They
plan a more formal event in June at
their year-end picnic. The reunion had
about 25 guests, including Noelle
Pcrrine, who had three boys in the
troop; two of whom reached the rank

Parent Omar Rodriguez anc
mittee Chair Bryan O'Keefe.

within the year. The troop currendy
has six boys registered and expect more
in the near future. While searching
back over die years, Donelson located
die troops oldest alumni, William
McNair, who earned his Eagle Award
in 1960. He was die diird scout in the
troop to achieve the rank. The first
Eagle Scout, Billy Williams, died in
the war. Donelson is still researching
the troop's second Eagle Scout,
Woody Conklin, who earned his Eagle
Rank in 1955.
The troop started in 1933; they
were chartered at Willis School by
Scoutmaster Clarence Donnelly. From
dierc
they moved to Franklin School
Albert Tuttle, Piscataway Troop 106
from 1959 to 1980 where the scoutof Eagle. She was the oldest alumni master was Charlie Mohn. From 1980
there. Also on hand was Scoutmaster to 1986 diey were chartered by the
Albert Tuttle from Piscataway Troop Geary Park Association and met at die
106. The two troops often partici- middle school. Since 1986 die troop
pate in activities together.
continues to be chartered by and meet
The afternoon began with the at the VFW Post #6763 on Front
Pledge of Allegiance and continued Street.
with the official Boy Scout Oath and
Among the scoutmasters who ran
Scout Laws led by Senior Patrol the troop over die years were, Clarence
Ixadcr Louis Esposito. Scoutmaster Donnelly, Richard Davis, Robert
Donelson welcomed die guests and Schaefer, Norman Payeur, Donald
presented a brief history of die troop. Mundwilder, Charlie Mohn, Edward
The Patriots' Padi Qwncil presented Barulli, Chris Corvelyn, Mike Cordie troop widi a proclamation recog- velyn, Eric Strand, Greg Lewis, Bob
nizing 75 years of service to the town. Vincent and the current Scoutmaster,
After dinner, alumni were invited Jim Donelson.
to die microphone to share dieir faAfter 1967, the council stopped
vorite memories of dieir years with printing die scoutmaster's names on
Troop 125. Later die State Board of die charters. So far they have been
Education presented the troop with a unable to find how many or the
certificate recognizing dieir 75 years names of any of the original scouts.
of activity in South Plainficld. Clos- Donelson noted that there was a
ing remarks were made by Bob gendeman by the name of Al Grove
Vincent, and Scoutmaster Donelson who started helping the troop in
offered a "Scoutmaster Minute" which 1934 and continued to assist until his
he described as a short story about a dcadi in die 1990s. He passed down
scouting value topic.
the old charters and some of the
Troop 125 is proud of its 55 Eagle troop's history, giving Donelson a
Scouts and dicy anticipate diree more place to start.
boys to earn die prestigious award
Donelson said, "When asked 'Why

214 Front Street, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
at the end of Oak Tree Ave, next to Sherban's Diner.

908-941-5598
We can cater all your
Open 7 days a week
plans for the big game!
Stop in this
weekend
Hot Entrees
Hot & Cold Buffet
and enjoy
Cheese Platters
Vegetable Platters
our
samplings!
Appetizers
DESSERTS

Getreadyforthe Super Bowl!
3ft. & 6ft. SUBS
Specialty Platters
Chicken Wings

Wraps
Antipasto Platters
Salad Platters

AnyCateririgoftierofT "$ j ; Ahy"purchase"of"$25^$".
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$75 or more
i^ift
or more
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Noelle Perrine and Advance Chair Robert Vincent.
scouts?', I begin to tell them cverydiing diat scouring has done for my
life-die people you meet and friends
you make. Scouting teaches values,
family, citizenship and a sense of belonging. The uniform is what makes
everyone the same. I'm proud ofwearing that uniform every Monday night,
because I know that what I do for the
boys someday in return they will do
for someone else. Hopefully they will
become Scoutmasters someday."
Senior Patrol Leader Louis Esposito had this to say about scouting, "I
joined die troop due to my family's
participation widi it. My grandfather
was a leader and my uncle and brother
are alumni. For almost eight years I
have used the skills and leadership that
came with it. With leaving for Rider
University in September, I am currently in the process of earning mv
Eagle rank and I know that having
this troop's number on my resume
helped me earn acceptance in my college of choice."
Former Scoutmaster Rob Vincent
said, "I have been recognized by mv
peers at varous times during my 35
year tenure as a scouter and for that I
am grateful; however, the greatest reward diat I receive is when I'm in si ane
public place and I hear the words 'Mr.
V I turn around and see a man in his

30s whom I do not recognize. He
intrcxiuccs himself to me as a former
scout and proceeds to tell me some of
the stories of the times he remembers
with me. That is the reason that I remain a scouter."
Parent Maria Rodriguez said, "I
have been involved with Hoop 125
tor about 14 years. It has been a great
experience and a wonderful accomplishment seeing my oldest son, Omar,
now 2 1 , complete his Eagle Scout
three years ago. Now my youngest

Unit Commissioner Jack Steger and
son, Jack.
son, Erick, 16, is in progress to complete his as well. It makes me feel
greatly appreciative of everything die
troop has offered my sons. I highly
recommend diis experience to all boys.
I plan to continue to be a part of the
Boy Scouts."

Rabies Clinic This Saturday
The Soudi Plainficld Health Department will be conducting its annual
rabies clinic on Saturday, Jan. 22 from 9 a.m. to mx>n at the South Plainfield
Borough Garage, coiner of Spiccr and Beltnont avenues. Dog and cat
owners are urged to bring their pets for inoculation.
2011 dog and cat licenses will also \x available. Please note: Cats must be
in a carrier.
The health department will no longer mail license or rabies clinic reminders. Please check die borough website, w\\ w.soudiplainfieldnj.com,forcurrent license/late ices and clinic information,
For more information, call (908) 226-7631.

NEW YEAR... NEW YOU!
Club Opening January 2011! *
Join Now

PerMo

Down
Qfto Elites 1/tllti

Guaranteed For Life!

mm
EDISON • (732) 549-7387 (RETRO)
3775 Park Avenue

www.RetroFitness.net
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Giving is Second Nature to Local Resident, Shirley Thompson
Anglim & Co., Jacqueline and William Humphrey, Janet Scalera; senior
volunteers-Wednesday Knit Club; In
Memory of John E. Sobotka; Joyce
and Brian Schweers, June Bowden,
Edward and Linda Rocca, Mr. & Mrs.
Steven Machat, the Sorcntino Family,
George Nichol, Carousel Beauty Salon, Maureen and John Terhunc,
Rebecca Armand, Rose Marie Pclton,
Ann and Tyler Weingart, Mrs. Bengivenga, the South Plainfield Observer,
David Herman and Katie Yon; Julie,
Andy and Andrew Yon, Nadine Sansone, Cathy Herman, Don and Betty
Herman, Puleo International, Arch
Personal Care and their employees;
Mark Pellegrino, Michelle and Carmen
Petrillo; Linda Rodriguez, Marisol
Martinez, TD Bank, Carolyn Allen,
Shirley Thompson fills containers with the hot turkey dinner that family
South Plainfield Business Association,
members, friends.neighbors and volunteers deliver on Christmas day.
Bagel Pantry, South Plainfield EMS
cakes that were donated by a South appreciated:
Sunday night crew; Rosemary, Rocco,
Ted and Ellie Stockman, Meg Jordan and Anthony Pctriello; Rocky
Plainfield resident, cookies donated by
Girl Scout Troop 14 and cookies do- Hunsicker, Pat Malia, Marie and Jo- and Rose DeCovolo, Lisa and Evan
nated by Carousel Beauty Salon. The seph Dolinski, George and Betsy DeCovolo, Paul Brand, Barry Christ,
team worked until 1 a.m., and Shirley Coyne, R. McCriskin, McCriskin- Candy and Matt Goldstein, Cindy
continued to work long after they left. Gustafson Home For Funerals, An- Sansone, Tina Hansen and Elizabeth
On Christmas morning, the deliv- thony Weiss, Amy Bathsta and Tricia Hansen.
eries began promptly at 11:30 a.m. Obrcgon and Girl Scout Troop 14,
"There are various people who have
and within 2 hours, 300 hot meals had Barry and Joann Duekcr, The donated their time and money who
been delivered including deliveries to Browns, The Fritzes, Donald and wish to remain anonymous, and there
two group homes. This is the eighth Patricia Jackson, Mrs. Ranger, Dave arc people I am sure to have missed,"
year mat Shirley, along with her team and Peggy Koury, Profcsscr Dell'omo, said Shirley. "But I would like to take
of volunteers, have provided Christ- Lory Jackson, Bob Alcaro, Asia Smith, the time to say thank you to these inmas dinner to those in need, and they Georgeann Larson, Margaret Flynn, dividuals and allow them to know how
have the routine down to a science. Joe Mantz, Armpco Office Machines greatly their help is appreciated.
Even Shirley's grandchildren, Kasi, and their employees; Collis and Peggy
"Last and of course not least, I
Daniel and Anthony, willingly give up Moore, Danielle, Tony, Daniel and would like to thank my husband, John,
their Christmas day to help with the Anthony DiMaria-Sidorski; Dana who helps in every way; my mother,
Zampella, Dorreen, Denise and Defood deliveries.
Stella; my children, John, Jerry,
After the deliveries had been made, von DiMaria; Mark Piano, Kasi Heather, Candice, Matt and Deneen;
the volunteers shared a meal of hot Toyner, Margaret Schweers, Don and and my grandchildren, Kasi, Daniel
There will be an interactive family attendees should bring non-perishable turkey, stuffing, green beans, potatoes, Connie Palmer, Bob and Arlene and Anthony. Without their help this
concert on Wednesday, Feb. 2 at 6:30 food items for the Middlesex County cranberry sauce, plus many other Richie, Anne and Tyler Weingart, project would not be possible or nearly
p.m. at the South Plainfield Senior Community Food Drive. The concert goodies in the church hall. The day Dom and Cindy Derosa, Nancy and as successful."
Center, located at 90 Maple Avc.
is sponsored by the South Plainfield was a huge success because of this Nick Steprans, Jim Rice, Bill, Jackie,
team effort, and the holiday was made Cindy, Billy, CJ and Angelique Weaver;
The concert will feature NJ-based Public Library.
'Hie South Plainfield Library is lo- brighter for those who were on the Mr. and Mrs. Dick Bartell, Twin City
songwriters/musicians Presley & Melody, making their first appearance in cated at 2484 Plainfield Avc. For more receiving end of the generosity of Pharmacy, Thomas and Eugenia
South Plainfield. The concert prom- information, call (908) 754-7885 or Shirley and all those who volunteered Cassio, D. Reed, Rev. and Mrs. Mingle,
Patricia and Kenneth Martin, Robert
ises to offer both musical enjoyment visit die library's website at www.south to help and who made donations.
The South Plainfield RepubliShirley would like to thank the fol- and Christine Schultc in honor of John
and educational value. It's for children plainfield.lib.nj.us. For more informacan
Organization's screening comSchulte;
Emily
and
Brian
Mazellan,
lowing
people
and
organizations
for
tion
about
Presley
&;
Melody,
please
of all ages; no pre-regisrration is remittee
is accepting resumes from
Alan
Graziano
of
Jersey
Tank
Fab
Inc.;
quired. In lieu of an admission fee, visit their website at www.presley their donations, support and help duranyone
interested in running for
Kenny
and
Debbie
Chabok,
Rose
ing
this
holiday
season;
all
was
greatly
andmelodv.com.
borough council on the RepubliTrivigno, Thorm Ramirez, Dawn
can ticket in November.
Pasch, Cindy and George Zielenbach,
Owner:
Send resume to SPRO, P.O. Box
Notice of Special Public Meeting
Mr. and Mrs. Martize, Julie Humphrey,
Edward
371,
South Plainfield, NJ. 07080.
HOUSING and COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
JoAnn
and
Harry
Robinson,
Nancy
larrapino
BLOCK GRANT MEETING
Resumes must be received no later
Stillman Pender, Brenda and Buster
NJ lic.#
13VH05669200
Heating & Cooling
A public hearing for the 2011 Housing and Comthan Friday, Feb. 4 for considerMcRac, Audrey and Linda Ranger,
munity Development Block Grant has been
Commercial & Residential
ation
by trie SPRO.
Toby
Prince
CPA,
Ross
Anglimscheduled for Monday, February 7, 2011 at 6:45
Air Conditioning & Heating
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the South Plainfield
Sales - Service • Installation
FREE HUMIDIFIER

The economic turndown has hit
home here in South Plainfield as evidenced by the increase in the number
of families requiring assistance this
Christmas season. Fortunately, the
outpouring of generosity has overwhelmingly proved that there are still
many individuals who are willing to
help others and go the extra mile to
ensure that these families are able to
provide for their children.
Each year, Shirley Thompson begins her holiday project shortly after
Thanksgiving; however, this year she
began earlier. Shirley needed to get a
head start in order to meet the needs
of the many residents who require help
providing gifts for their children and
to provide a hot meal for the entire
family on Christmas Day.
This year, Shirley needed to purchase
gifts for 65 children. As some might
imagine, she had her work cut out for
her. For the past seven yean, Shirley
organized the list of children and began her Christmas shopping adventure.
Along with the help of many individuals and businesses, she was able to provide giftsforall the children on her list.
Throughout the month of December, Shirley coordinated and organized
all of the donated gifts. She then stored
them in the garage of her neighbors,
Don and Betty Herman.
Another neighbor, Cathy Herman,
was also a tremendous help. She organized the lists and gifts along with
the help of many others who volunteered to wrap the presents. Shirley
made sure that each child had more

than a few gifts to open on Christmas
morning. The "elves" who volunteered
with the wrapping were Shirley's
daughter, Heather; daughter-in-law,
Deneen; Julie Humphrey, Betty
Herman, Jessica Pratt and Katie Yon.
In previous years, Shirley had helpers who would deliver the gifts to the
families homes, but this year Shirley
asked the parents of the children to
pick up the gifts which worked out
nicely. Shirley was able to meet the
families personally that she helped this
year. There was one family that came
to pick up gifts but did not have a
Christmas tree to put the gifts under;
fortunately, the family picked up an
artificial Christmas tree that was generously donated by Puleo International.
Once the distribution of the gifts
was completed, the preparations then
began for the hot meals to be delivered on Christmas Day. For the third
year in a row, Bob and Arlene Richie
arranged for Shirley to use the kitchen
at Wesley Methodist Church. Shirley
and her helpers headed over to Wesley
at about 10 p.m. on Christmas Eve.
As in previous years, Shirley stayed up
all night to cook over 120 lbs. of turkey breast and all the trimmings. Bob
and Arlene also stayed with Shirley
through the night and the next day
until all the meals had been delivered
and the kitchen at Wesley was clean.
The team of helpers prepared all
non-perishable items for delivery, including cranberry sauce, fresh rolls,
fresh fruit, nuts, pies, homemade mini

Family Concert at Senior Center

GOP Seeking
Candidates

LEGAL NOTICES

LENNOX

Municipal Building, 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Calf today
for a no

The purpose of this hearing is to introduce projects
being considered for inclusion in the 2011 Housing
and Community Development Block Grant application. Public input on this project as well as input
on any other projects will be entertained by the
Governing Body at this time.
Further questions may be addressed to
Councilman Robert Bengivenga. Jr.. the Council's
Representative to the Housing and Community
Development Agency at 908-966-1491 or Glenn
Cullen, Administrator / CFO at 908-226-7602 or email at gcullen@southplainfieldnj.com
Joann L. Graf, RMC
Municipal Clerk

obligation
Get

s

up to
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4 0 0 Warm Advantage Rebate

up to

s

5 0 0 Cool Advantage Rebate

5 0 0 Federal Tax Credit

$

up to 1400 Total savings!

Free
Estimate!

732-906-9111

12 Month Financing Available with Payments/Deferred Interest'
•Interest Iree ii paid within one year. Requires minimum monthly payments.

$30.87

With Installation of
New Heating &
Cooling System
With this coupon only
Cannot be combined
larrapino Healing & Cooling
I
_CRT0623

$

l"
I

125 00 Off

I NewAirConditioning
System Installation!
'
|
I

With this coupon only
Cannot be combined
larrapino Healing
«Cooling
CRT0623
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"If you want real results for your business,
you've got to invest in your business."
That's what local business owner
Charlie Kurland tells us. And that's
why he advertises his local business,
Hometown Heros, every week in the
Observer. Charlie says advertising in
the Observer has made all the difference in the success of his restaurant.

For over 20 years Frank and his crew have been
South Plaintields "Go To Guvs" when it conies to
car repair and maintenance. We've worked hard
to earn your trust Our commitment to
you remains as was back in 1989:

No one will work harder to satisfy you.

908-753-0277

Don't take our word
for it... justask
Charlie.

1st Time Customers receive $5
off on a lube, OIL and Filter
Service or $20 off any service
over $100.00

And that's why we offer
frequency discounts. Advertise
every week, save 30% and watch
your business grow. We will do
whatever we can to help you
get the right exposure for your
business. Because, let's face it,
when you're successful, so are
we. Call today for information on
getting the most for your advertising dollars and seeing real growth in
your business.
Want to know more? Don't take
I our word for it; just ask Charlie.
I (And while you are there, try one of his
[ delicious sandwiches!)
. . . S o u t h Plainlield

Observer
Visit us at 1110 Hamilton Boulevard • 908-668-0010
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Sports
SPHS Bowling

Adult Baseball
Teams Forming

By Ralph Fech

Tiger Bowlers Clobber Carteret,
Sizzle in Loss toNorth Brunswick

Adult baseball players and teams are
wanted for the Amateur Baseball
Association of NJ. The ABA is the
premier adult mens recreational base775
795
841
2,411
SPHS
ball league (18 and over) in New Jer777
707
2,134
CARTERET
650
sey. We are also the fastest growing
The boys' bowling team clobbered Carteret as they rolled their highest total league in Northern and Central NJ
of the year. High scores were Andrew Yon 190, 516 set, Joe Parillo 194, 512 with 200 teams in 2010. In 2011 we
set. Sophomore Jesse Masters struck out in the tenth frame as the Tigers squeezed will again have multiple wood and
a close second game. Also chipping in for the Tigers were Tom Riccardi 168- metal skill level leagues.
167-161, 496 set.
Included in our fees are our strong
Rob Benwell 160, 443 set and Ryan Riccardi, 150, 409 set. The 2,411 customer service and flexible master
total was the highest series of the season for the young Tiger squad.
scheduling, a large player pool, seven
dozen Wilson baseballs, field insur811
863
2,551
SPHS
877
ance, accidental medical insurance,
1002 824
NORTH BRUNSWICK
2,779
953
AllStar TeamStats.com/aba for stats
A trio of sophomores led the boys' bowling team to a tight match with a and schedules, equipment discounts,
good North Brunswick team. In their best performance of the season, the All Star Game and jackets for league
spirited Tigers fell in the deciding third game.
winners.
High scorers were Tom Riccardi 176-178-191, 545 set; Joe Parillo 182For more details, visit www. AllStar
189, 518 set; Jesse Masters 179-169-170, 518 set; Andrew Yon 176,489 set; TeamStats.com/aba, email NJBaseball
and Ryan Riccardi 168, 481 set.
4all@aol.com or call Jason at (201)
873-3349.

Lady Tigers Bumped by Carteret and
State-Ranked North Brunswick
SPHS
CARTERET

615
837

665
809

660
602

Pictured is Coach Tejada with the South Plainfield "Center Circle A League"
soccer team who won the A League Championship on January 9 against
the Internationals at the Center Circle Complex in Rahway. As champions
they received a glass mounted soccer ball, first place medals and
championship t-shirts. Front row (L-R): Daniel Lyew, Matias Palma and
Sam Tejada, Jr.; second row: Erick Rodriguez, Jeffrey Giron, Gary Pastuna
and Jose Cruz; top row: Coach Tejada, Lucas Goitiandia, Jelani Ptah,
Goalie Patrick Boyle, Michael Zelasko and Edwin Molina. Not pictured
are Jake Salerno, Mike Dispenziere and Jesse Allen.

Knights Free Throw Contest Results

1,940
2,248

Despite Nikki Dischs' 186 high game and 502 set and Stephanie Sherwood's
solid 479 set, the girls' bowling team could only win one game out of three
and was beaten by a good Carteret team. Rebecca Moskal chipped in with a
160 game.
SPHS
~ 718
NORTH BRUNSWICK
985

73(3 664 2,112
1,047 964 2,996

The Lady Tigers fell to state-ranked and undefeated North Brunswick.
Stephanie Sherwood took scoring honors with a 212 high game and 546 set.
Nikki Disch added a 192 game and 476 set while teammates Allison Yuschick
and Becca Moskal chipped in with 400 and 378. The Lady Raiders put on an
awesome display of power and shot-making.
s

•

s

Charity Basketball Fundraiser
A charity basketball game, sponsored by the middle school PTO and South
Plainfield PBA, between the police officers and teachers will take place on
Saturday, Feb. 12 at 3 p.m. in the high school gym. A portion of the proceeds
will be donated to resident Jerry Bartolotti who was injured in a truck accident.
Ticket price is $4. Food and drink will be available; games and prizes
during half rime. For more information, call Officer Lloyd McNelly at (908)
755-0700 or PTO President Debbie Boyle at (908) 803-1573.

Lift Chairs
from Twin City Pharmacy
& Surgical

A Wonderful

You
Hea
Matters
to Us.

Hoi
Twin City Pharmacy & Surgical
partners with Golden Technologies to
bring you the best products to enhance
your life at home. The Lift Chairs in our
store are best-in-class products to give
you many years of comfortable and
convenient use.
If you have any questions or want to discuss special requirements, please contact
us directly and our team of mobility experts
will help find the Lift Chair that's right for you.
Prices begin at $799 and we have dozens of
fabric choices to choose from.

M lit!K B *IIWJ

It otialified. Medicare may cover part ol the cost ol your
lilt chair. Your supplemental insurance may also pay a
portion. Assignment is not accepted but we will bill on
your behalt to assist you in any reimbursement available. Ihis also depends on the type ol policy you have and whether or not we are listed
as providers lor this insurance company. Our stall will be more
to happy lo assist you in any questions you may have concerning

Twin City Pharmacy
& Surgical
Telephone: 908-755-7696. Fax: 908-755-6003.
1708 Park Ave South Plainfield
Bill Ashnault RPh.-Owner • Sandy Severini-Owner.
Tom Cassio Jr.-Owner • James Kim RPh.

Regional Hospice
& Home care

Sarah Cargill with Chairman Robbi
Matusz and Grand Knight Joe
Scrudato.

Brian Marski, Brian Tse and Michael
Maynard

Mike Clevenger, Christine Houghlan
and Jack Scrudato

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 held the
local level of the annual free throw
contest at Sacred Heart School on
January 9. Boys and girls ages 10 to
14 shoot 15 free throws, and whoever makes the most are winners and
move onto the district level competition.
The winners were: 10 year old boy-

Mike Clevenger; 10 year old girlChristine Houghlan; 11 year old boyJack Scrudato; 12 year old boy-Brian
Tse; 12 year old girl-Sarah Cargill; 13
year old boy-Brian Marski and 14 year
old boy-Michael Maynard.
The Knights would like to thank all
the boys and girls who participated.
All contestants on the local level were
recognized for their participation in

the event.
The Knights would like to thank
Robbi Matusz who chaired this event
as well as his helpers, Steve Bclanger,
Carl Adlassnig and Grand Knight Joe
Scrudato. Also, in the annual Knights
members free throw contest, Steve
Belanger won in a thrilling double
overtime contest against Joe Scrudato.

YOUR HEALTH
MATTERS
To advertise jour business here call

908-668-0010.

provider

• Fly and
Pneumonia
Shots
•Major
medical &
medicare
billing
available
•Hospital beds
•Wheelchairs
•Walkers
•Diabetic,
Surgical &
Ostomy
•Wound Care

24 Hour Emergency Care Service—Free Delivery

Advanced Chiropractic
Q^ellness Center 11 j
• Neck pain, back pain, headaches, numbness, tingling,
weakness & pain in arms and legs • Fibromyalgia • Sciatica
• Auto accident related injuries • Whiplash
• Advanced certification on whiplash injuries

904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite 0 , South Plainfield
Dr. Norayr Oibalik, DC
years experience

It's no secret
that the key
to building
a successful
business includes
consistent
advertising.
And key to the success
ot our business
is helping you
achieve that success.

( 9 0 8 ) 5 6 1 - 1 7 7 7 Fax: 908-561-9711
Most major medical insurance & Medicare accepted

DURHAM DENTAl CENTER
COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

CaU for
in forma tion
on frequency
discounts.

281 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield (908) 791-0900
EXAM &

CLEANING * 7 9
X'RAYS
DURHAM

ONLY

ONLY
REGULAR «255

DENTAL CENTER

IN OFFICE
BLEACHING
DURHAM

REGULAR>sn

DENTAL CENTER

1 Kl (JOMPINUI W i l l HNYOIHUUOI I V
H NJS ! XP1MS .' M JOlt*

Dr. Loay Dcifallah, DOS • Most Insurance Accepted • Se Habla Espanol

- . . . S o u t h Plainfield

Ooserver
Call 908-668-0010.
Serving South Plainfield Since 1 9 9 7

To subscribe to the South Plain field Observer call 9OH-00H-0OW
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From the South Plainfield Library

Bookmarks

Linda on Friday at 10:30 a.m. No
registration is needed for story times.
If you are searching for the gold of
On January 24, 1848, gold was
discovered in Sutter's Mill, California. a new job, you'll find a mother lode
When word got our, it started the great of information with the Job & Career
California gold rash of 1849. Why Accelerator. This online resource alnot rush over to your library this week lows you to explore careers, write reto see what "gold" you can discover? sumes and cover, letters, search and
Adults can discover their creative tal- apply for jobs all in one place. Try a
ents. On Monday, Jan. 24 at 6:15 computer course to upgrade your
p.m., Nancy Leary will be presenting skills, or get interview tips. There is an
a marbleizing craft program. Partici- online guided tour. Any staff mempants will learn the history of the an- ber can help you get started. You'll
cient art of Ebru and decorate a fabric need the barcode from your library
fan. This technique is similar to tie- card to create an account. You'll be
dying but easier, and gives exquisite able to save your progress and access
results. The event is free, but space is it from any computer. Start at the
limited and pre-registration is required. library's home page, www.southplain
field.lib.nj.us.
The program isforadults only.
Whether it's information related to
Kids will have the chance to discover the pleasure of helping others your career, or just something you have
and have crafty fun on Monday, Jan. always wanted to learn about, you're
31. Come by the library anytime be- sure to find something interesting in
tween 6 and 8 p.m. to make a valen- the Universal Class offerings. Classes
tine for a veteran (and one to take are available in subjects ranging from
home). Valentines will be sent to pa- accounting to yoga (unfortunately,
tients at the Menlo Park Veterans panning for gold is not included!).
Home in Edison. Children of all ages You can access your class 24/7 via the
are invited to this free program, and internet, and an instructor is available
for guidance. Classes are free when you
pre-registrarion is not required.
The golden pleasures of books are sign up through the library's website.
Did you know that you can downwaiting for your children to discover.
All regular story times are scheduled load free ebooks and audiobooks
to take place next week. There will be from the library? If you just got a
stories and a craft for children four new Kindle, Nook or other ebook
years and older at 10:30 a.m. on Tues- reader, explore over 16,000 titles and
day, 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday and gain access to them in an instant.
1:15 p.m. on Thursday. "Timefor2s Audiobooks work on a wide range of
and 3s," a story and craft program for devices, including many smart phones.
two- and three-year-olds (parents, You can listen while you're out searchplease stay in the room with them) ing for gold!
There's a goldmine of information
will be at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday and
Thursday. Children ages two and un- and entertainment available to you at
der are invited to Babvtime with Miss the library. Come and explore today!

•

•

•

;

By Eve Pasternai:

Tips on How to Obtain
Tax Forms from the IRS
The IRS has free tax forms and
publications on a wide variety of topics
available through various options.
"Due to the continued growth in
electronic filing, the availability of freeoptions available for taxpayers to get
forms and efforts to reduce costs; the
IRS no longer automatically mails paper tax packages that typically arrive
in mailboxes during January," said IRS
Spokesperson Gregg Semanick. •
In early October 2010, the IRS
sent a postcard to individuals who filed
paper returns last year and did not use
a tax preparer or tax software. Only
eight percent of individuals who filed
tax returns last year received tax packages in the mail. The postcard information explained how to get tax forms
for filing tax year 2010 returns.
Taxpayers can access tax forms, instructions and publications on the IRS
website 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, at www.irs.gov.
Taxpayers can call 1-800-TAXFORM (800-829-3676) Mondav

through Friday from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.
to request tax forms, instructions and
publications by mail. Usually within
10 days taxpayers will receive their order by mail.
Taxpayers can also pick up many
IRS forms, instructions and publications at IRS offices. The location of
IRS offices can be found on the IRS
website home page by accessing "Contact IRS."
In addition to IRS offices, many
libraries and post offices may offer free
tax forms during the rax season.
Instead of requesting and using paper forms, the IRS encourages taxpayers to take advantage of IRS cfile. IRS offers an electronic Free File
program on the IRS websiteforfilers
with an income of S58,000 or less.
Traditional paper filers may consider
the Free File Fillable Forms program
available to all filers on the IRS website. Taxpayers can also use the IRS efile program at a nominal cost.

UNICO Sponsors Keystone Christmas Party
The Plainfields' chapter of UNICO recently sponsored their annual Christmas party for the Keystone Community
residents at Sacred Heart Church. UNICO members donated gifts and threw a party with singing, food and
entertainment and a visit from Santa Claus. (L-R): UNICO District X First Deputy Governor Robert Bengivenga,
accordian player John Gibriano, Connie Kozachek, UNICO President Anthony Bengivenga, Chris Walsh, Susie
Leonardis, Dolly Caretuenuto and Stephanie Butler. Standing (L-R): Sgt. at Arms John DeAndrea, Erik White,
Angela Baratta, Carmine Baratta, Bob Longo, Past National President Frank Licato, Vice President Mike
Colucci, Past President Rick McNally and daughter Madison McNally.

Obituaries
Elaine (Leggio)
Venezia,101
Elaine (Leggio) Venezia passed
away peacefully in her sleep on Sunday, Jan. 16 at the New Jersey Eastern
Star Home in Bridgewater.
Her 100th birthday was celebrated
at the Eastern Star Home and later
followed by a family celebration dinner in her honor in Bound Brook.
Born and raised in Hartley, Del., she
resided in Raritan, Piainfield and
Scotch Plains before settling in Piscatawa/s Sterling Village in 1990.
A homemaker for much of her life,
she was also a member of the Piscataway Senior Citizens.
Her husband, Samuel, died in
1978.
She is survived by two daughters,
Theresa Steiner and Janice Michael and
husband Thomas, both of Piscatawav;
and two sisters, Sarah Merrill and Bern'
Keller. She is also sunived by seven
grandchildren, Peter, Kenneth, Su-

HOMETOWN HEROS
SEND-A-PLATTE
We will send to any
home a beautifully
arranged and wrapped
Assorted Sandwich Tray
with two of our homemade
salads-Any boy-Any Time

0UTH PLAINFIELD
FUNERAL HOME

zanne, Karen, Dana, Darcy and Thomas, and eight great-grandchildren.
Funeral services were held at McCriskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.
In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memoiy may be made to Haven Hospice, c/o 65 James St., Edison, N.J.
08818.

Virginia J. Morris, 86
Virginia J. "Jeannie" Morris died on
Sunday, Jan. 16 at Somerset Medical
Center in Somerville.
Bom in Newark, she had resided in
Irvington and Elizabeth before settling in Piscataway many years ago.
She was a homemaker for most of
her life and was a member of the Sil-

ver Tones, a musical group from the
Sterling Village Senior Complex in
Piscataway.
Jeannie is predeceased by her husband, Edward, and by a sister, Estelle
Hayes.
She is survived by two daughters
and sons-in-law, Carol and Bill Arms
of South Plainfield and Mary and Jim
Fox of North Carolina; a son and
daughter-in-law, John and Vivian
Morris of Milltown; five grandchildren, Danny, Kelly, Kimberly, Kevin
and Andrew; three great-grandchildren, Angel, Michael and Matthew;
and a sister, Doris Murray.
Funeral services were held at McCriskin-Gustafton Home For Funerals.

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

"An Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home"

(908) 561-8000
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
PRE ARRANGEMENTS *S/S MEDICAID

PROTECTION'CREMATION

SERVICES

GREEN BURIALS

James A. Gustafson, Prcs./Mgr. • N.J. Lie. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin II, Vicc-Prcs./Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 4564
Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 3382
Daniel M. Erickson. Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 4798 .

> * **"

JUNIOR
JOURNALIST

JR FAMILY CARING
FOR YOUR FAMILY
SINCE
Affordable e£ (Dignified 'FuneralServices
TullService funeral (Plans begin at $6995
full Service Cremation (Plans begin at $5695
**'£j(cludes Cash advancement Items1"'
Tree Memorial'Video Tribute
Tree 'Monthly Aftercare Services for
families and Community

2456 (plainfieldAvenue
South (Plainfield, KJ 07080

Sir

L \

(908) 756-2800
Jason'M.Oszczakiewicz, 'Manager, NJ tic- No. 4167

www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com

Debbie and Charlie Kurlnnd oj Hometown Heros deliver dinner to
Junior Journalist winner lied Co, pictured with her mom Marina,
dad William, sister Lauren and friend Alexis.

•To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observercall 908 668 OOIO
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South Plainfield Band and Orchestra to Perform at Disney World
By Libby Barsky

time security will also be present.
Accompanying Vroom will be
After a lapse of four years students Assistant Band Director Lauren
in the South Plainfield High School Hartong and Julie McCullough,
Band (SPHS), Color Guard and Or- Color Guard advisor. Chaperones will
chestra will perform at Disney World be band booster parent volunteers
during spring break from May 26-31. responsible for 10 students each. AsFor members of the band and cho- sistant High School-Principal Ralph
rus, it has been a tradition to alternate Errico is also planning to be present
yearly to perform out of state. When to provide support to the area of the
SPHS Band Director Roger Vroom curriculum he supervises.
was a SPHS student and a member
"We would like to do this on a
of the band and chorus, he traveled continuing basis, at a minimum every
out of state every year to perform other year. It would get kids interested
in Canada, South Carolina, Disney in music and be an incentive to get
World and Ireland. After the terrorist them into the music program," said
attacks of September 11,2001 trips to Errico.
other countries and even other states
This trip will mark the first time
ended, especially those requiring airthe orchestra will perform at Disney
plane transportation. Gradually, bus
World under the direction of Orchestrips within the country began and
tra Director and Conductor, Bruce
in 2007, SPHS students performed
Mikolon. The orchestra will perform
at Disney World.
in an enclosed area, and the band and
Vroom has been planning to take color guard will march in a parade
the band to Disney World for two formation using the same program
years. "We chose Disney World be- used to lead the South Plainfield
cause we know it'll be a great experi- Labor Day Parade.
ence for students," he said. "All the
"The purpose of the trip is the perstudents will be in one park where formance-the educational experience
everything is in one location and to play during an adjudicated parade
everyone will be in one place." Night- and before people who never saw us

before representing our school, South
Plainfield and our state," said Vroom.
This year the band will be performing wearing new uniforms.
"When we played at Disney World
in 2007, we were marching along and
the people who saw us stared. When
they realized we were a performing
school band they began following us
and clapping along. It was an experience for the students," said Vroom.
Approximately 66 students and 14
volunteers will be going on the trip
which has been organized by Vroom
through Performing Arts Consultants. To save money, the students
will be transported by the school
buses to the Philadelphia Airport.
Two parent volunteers will drive to
Florida with the school instruments
and uniforms. Even in this economy
the trip still will cost approximately
$1,000 per student.
Students have been participating
in fundraising activities with band
boosters including selling Popcorn
Palace Gourmet Popcorn, note cards,
Florida citrus, window decals and a
portion of a day of dining at Applebee's to help payfortheir portion of
the trip. Donna Teller, president of

policereport
• On January 6 a Princeton resident reported that the window of
their vehicle had been smashed and
an IBM Think Pad laptop was taken
while parked at Marshall's.
• On January 7 a Norway Lane
resident reported that a bullet had
been lodged in the rear quarter panel
of their vehicle.
• On January 8 David John Doby,
31, of Princeton was arrested at Rite
Aid for shoplifting $42 worth of
Similac baby formula.
• Jersey Oil on Hamilton Boulevard
reported that the front door window
had been pushed in and pry bar marks
were observed. A fire was also set
near the door. No entry was gained.
• Mark Garcia, 19, of South Plainfield was arrested for driving while
intoxicated, refusing to submit to
breath testing and possession of an
open container of alcohol in a motor vehicle. While in custody, Garcia
became combative which resulted in

additional criminal charges: aggravated assault, terroristic threats and
resisting arrest.
• On January 9 Carlene S. Tomlinson, 39, of Piscataway was arrested
for driving while intoxicated, careless
driving and possession of an open container of alcohol in a motor vehicle.
• Manishkum M. Patel, 35, of
Edison was arrested for driving while
intoxicated, reckless driving after
striking a patrol vehicle and refusal
to submit to breath testing.
• On January 10 Bravo Supermarket reported that a male had left the
store without payingfor$248 worth
of Pantene and Head & Shoulders
shampoos.
• On January 12 an Oak Tree Avenue resident reported two fraudulent
transactions on their credit card.
• An Edison resident reported the
theft of a plow from the front of their
pickup truck that was parked at Quality Air Specialists on Snydcr Road.

National Pet Dental Health Month
At Plainfield Animal Hospital
The Plainfield Animal Hospital,
located at 2215 Park Ave., will hold
a dental fair on Sunday, Jan. 30 from
2 to 4 p.m. in celebration of National
Pet Dental Health Month.
The festivities will includefreedental check-ups, discounts on future ser-.
vices, tooth brushing and home care
demonstrations, giveaways, contests,
door prizes, tours of the hospital,
refreshments and much more.
National Pet Dental Health Month

is held to promote public awareness of
the importance of dental care for pets
in order to prevent dental problems,
gum disease and the general health
of your pets.
Please join usfora fun and informative afternoon. For more information and directions call us or visit our
website at www.plainfieldanimalhos
pital.com. If you plan to attend, please
register by calling (908) 755-2428.

• Central Jersey Orthopedic Specialists on Park Avenue reported the theft
of a Compaq laptop from their office.

South Plainfield
Adult School

(Continued from page 1)

finding, that the plaintiff did not
investigate any other site along 1-287
within or without the borough. Without such an investigation the board
could not conclude that the site is
particularly suited for the placement
of the billboard at the proposed location. Its mere location along 1-287
is insufficient; it's negative impacts
must be weighed against the benefit
received."
The borough has a history of
prohibiting billboards. Following
a Supreme Court ruling in 2000,
billboards, which are a form of protected free speech, were the subject
of an ordinance the borough adopted.
The initial ordinance was contested
by Carole Media LLC and later Amherst Media Investors who sought
the reversal of the zoning board's
denial of their billboard applications.
Judge Hurley ruled in their favor at
the time, and on February 27, 2006
Hurley also invalidated the borough's
billboard ordinance directing the
borough to adopt an ordinance "consistent with law."
When Mackin Media went to court
on their appeal they also sought to
have the borough held in contempt
for failure to comply with the court's
order and sought to have the zoning

The adult school still has space
available on the following day trips:
Philadelphia Flower Show on
Sunday, March 6-$71
A Bronx Tale & More on Saturday,
April 30-$59
Greenwich Village Art Show &
N.Y. City Pockets on Sunday, June
5-$59
Biltmore Estates, Ashville, N.C.,
May 15-20
Trapp Family Lodge & Indian
Head Resort, October 11-15
Additional information on the trips
listed above and Broadway shows may
be obtained by calling the adult school
at (908) 754-4620, cxt. 213.

Statewide Classified Advertising Network (SCAN) enables you to reach
more than 2 million households in
the state by placing your classified
advertisement through the New Jersey Press Association (NJPA) in the
more than 125 New Jersey daily and
weekly newspapers. Call 908-6680010 for more information.

M ent lies ults
advertise your business weekly
and get the

Best Rates
we offer.
Observer
Serving South Plainfield Since 1997

Timothy, who is a member of the
Elks, a breakfast will be held at the
Elks Lodge on New Market Avenue
on Sunday, Jan. 30 from 8 a.m. to
noon. All proceeds will benefit the
band trip.

Superior Court Ruling Denies
Billboard byMackin Media

The South Plainfield Adult School's
winter brochures have been mailed to
all area residents. If you have not
received your brochure and would
like one, please call the adult school
at (908) 754-4620, ext. 213. The
South Plainfield Adult School is open
to everyone. You do not have to be
a resident of South Plainfield to sign
up for a class or a trip. Among the
many classes that arc being offered
are typing, computer classes, arts
and crafts including basket weaving,
photography, CPR and first aid, yoga,
tai chi, tennis, exercise, line dancing
and ballroom dancing.

For the

Advertise your business weekly
and get 28% off the open rate.
For more information,
call 908-668-0010.

the band boosters who organizes the
fundraisers, wants residents to know
that students will be canning to raise
money for the trip on Friday and Saturday, Feb. 25 and 26, and again on
Friday and Saturday, March 4 and 5.
At the suggestion of band booster
mom, Karen Kelly and husband

board's decision reversed because a
new ordinance hadn't been adopted.
A new billboard ordinance was introduced at the November 8, 2010
council meeting and adopted at the
November 22, 2010 meeting. Judge
Hurley rejected the claim for reversal.
Mackin Media also asked for monetary damages.
"The court cannot award punitive,
exemplary and/or treble damages unless permitted by stature; however,
it is appropriate to grant reasonable
counsel fees to the plaintiff," Judge
Mackin wrote.
Judge Hurley did award Mackin
Media $3,200 for counsel fees to
cover the legal costs of going before
the Zoning Board of Adjustment for
a variance instead of going before
the Planning Board because of the
lack of an ordinance that would have
complied with Judge Hurley's order
from 2006.
In dismissing Mackin Media's
complaint Judge Hurley added this
order. "Unless the borough council
has already adopted a billboard ordinance, billboard's arc to be deemed a
permitted use in the commercial and
industrial zones within the borough.
This order may be superseded by an
ordinance hearcafter duly adopted."

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/
AUTO BODY

Looking for statewide
coverage for your ad?

Since f 962

AUTO BODY
Expert Color Matching
24 Hour Towing
Lifetime Repair Warranty
Lie. No. 00992A

p

908-757-1933
a as •

3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

ELECTRIC

Get the

Besfltemlti
when you advertise
\our business weekly,
and set the

Bed Rates

On Time Elefirifal
Residential • Industrial • Commercial
No Job Too Small

908-451-3313
On Call 24 hrs.

we offer.
Call 90S-0US-OO1O.
PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING

License
#8741

Iiilly Insured At
ItoiKll'li \ J

'BILLRITCHEY

|J* #««54

POOLS

(906) 756-3120
Schedule your pool closing now!

McCarthy Contractors
Professional
Plumbing, Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

(908)561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY

[Complete Pool Maintenance & Repair^
> P o o l s - P o n d s - W a t e r Features
WE SELL & INSTALL SAFETY COVERS
AND DO LINER CHANGES
SALESAND
SERVICE

•To subscribe to the South Plainfield Obscrvercall 908-668-0010
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Classifieds
Classified Advertising Rates: $i5/three lines; $i/each

additional line. Run 4 consecutive issues, get 10% discount.
LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED

ADOPTION

CUSTOMER SERVICE RER PT CSR needed
4 days 10-3 in Edison. $10 per hr. Call Kay
(732) 494-2985, fax (732) 548-3347. hr@
smartshopperadvertising.com.

A committed, financially secure couple seeks
to adopt. Warm, caring home. Love to travel.
Ready to provide a bright and happy future.
Expenses paid. Neil and Doak, 888-492-6273.

CUSTODIAN WANTED, 9 AM-4 PM. RETRO
Fitness Gym in Edison. Call Tom or Mitch at
(732) 549-7387.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOME FURNISHINGS
MATTRESS SETS-PILLOWTOP OR PLUSH,
brand new in plastic with mfg. warranty. Queen
$219 King $375 can deliver. 732-259-6690
MATTRESS SETS-FULL SIZE $189,
new ortho plush set still in plastic. Twin $169.
732-259-6690

BUY NEW JERSEY FOR $495! Place your
25-word classified ad in over 125 NJ newspapers!- Call Diane Trent at 609-406-0600
ext.24, email dtrent@njpa.org or visit www.
njpa.org. (Nationwide placement available)
Ask About our TRI-BUY package to reach NY,
NJ and PA!

AUTOS WANTED

A CAR DONATION HELPS SICK KIDS! DONATE
YOUR CAR TO "SONGS OF LOVE". Featured on
NBC (TODAY SHOW), CNN. Tax-deductible, all
kinds of vehicles accepted. SONGSOFLOVE.
ORG 888-909-SONG (7664)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper732.877.8846 8wl8ersthnl-Omm work Taken Care Of. 888-438-1090
LCT s»;y!>;.«si#!3V«0£"2iOO SOUTH P I A I N R E I D
Please DONATE your car. 1-800-692-1221
CHILORENS HOPE CHARITIES Tax deductiblefree pickup-any condition. Also receive gift
certificate for each car donated. Help Us, Help
Children.
AUTOS WANTED 2000 and Up-CASH PAID!
Honda, Toyota, Nissans, SUV's and Jeeps. All
vehicles WANTED. 24 hr CASH Pick-up. Any
condition. 732-496-1633

Glaze to Amaze, LLC

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! Place
your 25 word Classified ad in over 125 newspapers throughout NJ for $495. Contact Diane
Trent 609-406-0600 ext. 24. www.nipa.org
Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own Local
Candy Route! 25 Machines and Candy All for
$9995. 877-915-8222. All Major Credit Cards
Accepted!

Ask how you can place a
classified ad on the web for just $5.

For fast results, advertise four
local rentals in the Observer.
Call 908-668-0010.
FINANCIAL
CREDIT CARD RELIEF * * * * FREE CONSULTATION * * * * Save Thousands of Dollars Out Of
Debt In Months-NOT Years! Avoid Bankruptcy
NOT A High Priced Consolidation Company Or
A Consumer Credit Counseling Program CALL
CREDIT CARD RELIEF 866-479-5353 Not
Available in All States
,
CASH NOW! Cash for your structured settlement or annuity payments. Call J.G. Wentworth.
1 -866-SETTLEMENT (1 -866-738-8536). Rated
A + by the Better Business Bureau.

FINANCIAL SVCS.
FAST IRS TAX RELIEF. Do You Owe $10,000
or MORE to the IRS? We Help You Settle Your
Overdue Taxes for LESS! FREE Consultation!
888-220-1893

FOR SALE
RED ENVELOPE-Unique & Personalized Gifts
for All Your Friends & Family! Starting at.
$19.95. Visit www.redenvelope.com/dazzle for
ah extra 20% off or Call 1-888-474-1512
SHARI'S BERRIES-Mouthwatering gourmet
strawberry gifts fresh for the Holidays! 100%
satisfaction guaranteed. Delivered nationwide.
SAVE 20% on Dipped Berries! Visit www.berries.com/smiles or Call 1-888-475-1938
VONAGE Unlimited Calls in U.S. & 60 Countries! NO ANNUAL CONTRACT! $14.99 For 3
Months! Then ONLY $25.99/mo. Plus FREE
Activation. Call 888-813-3989

FURNITURE FOR SALE
Cherry Bedroom Set Solid Wood, never used,
brand new in factory boxes. English Dovetail.
Original Cost $4500. Sell for $895. Can Deliver,
call Tom 201-210-8721.
LEATHER LIVING ROOM SET. In original plastic, never used. Original price $3000. Sacrifice
$975. Can deliver. Call Bill 732-649-7012.

H.WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS

MEDICAL

TRUCK DRIVERS WANTED! 2011 PAY RAISE!
UP TO $.52 PER MILE! HOME WEEKENDS!
EXCELLENT BENEFITS! NEW EQUIPMENT!
HEARTLAND EXPRESS
1-8D0-441-4953.
www.heartlandexpress.com
Driver: CDL-A Start Fresh at Western Express.
Lots of Miles, Brand New Equipment. Great
Pay, Excellent Bonuses! Flatbed. Division,
CDL-A, TWIC Card and good driving record.
Western Express. 866-863-4117.

ATTENTION SLEEP APNEA SUFFERERS with
Medicare. Get FREE CPAP Replacement Supplies at NO COST, plus FREE home delivery!
Best of all, prevent red skin sores and bacterial
infection! Call 888-902-2643

HIP REPLACEMENT SURGERY: If you had a
hip replacement surgery between 2005-present and suffered problems requiring a second
revision surgery, you may be entitled to compensation. Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800535-5727.

HELP WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE FROM HOME.
"Medical. *Business, 'Paralegal, ''Accounting. 'Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer available. Financial Aid if
qualified. Call 888-220-5975 www.CenturaOnline.com
NEED TO REACH THE PRESS? Send us your
press release and we'll do the rest! Fee. Call
Diane Trent at 609-406-0600 ext.24,email
dtrent(5>nipa.orq or visit www.njpa.orq.
Reach over 1.4 Million Households! Place your
2x2 Display Ad in over 120 NJ weekly newspapers for ONLY $1250. Call Diane Trent at
609-406-0600 ext.24,email dtrent@njpa.org
or visit www.njpa.org. (Nationwide placement
available) Ask About our TRI-BUY package to
reach NY NJ and PA!
CASH FOR GOLD. Sell your Gold Jewelry. Request Your FREE Kit. Cash In 24 Hours. 888-

Driver-Drive Knight in 2011! Daily or Weekly Pay,
Top Equipment, 27 Service Centers, Van and
Refrigerated. CDL-A with 3 months OTR experience. 800-414-9569. www.driveknight.com
Between High School and College? Over 18?
Drop that entry level position. Earn what you're
450-0313
worth!!! Travel w/Successful Young Business
DISH - BEST OFFER EVER! $24.99/mo (for 1
Group. Paid Training. Transportation, Lodging
year.) 120+ Channels, FREE HD! FREE DVR
Provided. 1-877-646-5050.
Upgrade! PLUS, Call NOW & SAVE Over $380!
CALL 1-888-843-1073
LAND FOR SALE
AIRLINES ARE HIRING. Train for high paying
Aviation Career. FAA approved program. FinanUpstate New York LAND BARGAINS ATV
cial aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
& Snowmobile Trails. State Game Lands.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 87719 Acres Valley Views-$29,995. 5 Acres
564-4204
Camp Lot-$15,995. Adirondack River-WAS:
$119,995. NOW: $69,995. 24 Acres-Tug HillPUBLIC NOTICES
Si 7,995. Scheduling land tours 7days/ week.
Call 800-229-7843 Or Visit www.Landanwww.njpublicnotices.com - Subscribe to redCamps.com
ceive automatic notices: sheriff sales, foreclosures, RFP, bids for schools, town meetings,
MEDICAL
variances.etc.
ATTENTION DIABETICS with Medicare. Get a
Want to be informed about
FREE Talking Meter and diabetic supplies at NO
COST, plus FREE home delivery! Best of all,
your government?
this meter eliminates painful finger pricking!
Subscribe
to the Observer.
Call 877-206-1092

Call 908-668-0010.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/
COINS-GOLD WANTED

FLOORING/CARPETING

WE 5UYYOUR UNWANTED
GOLD& GOLD JEWELRY

,araef 'Area Rugs * lite * Hardwood * Laminate * Linoleum
Residential & Commercial
"We'll Bring Our Mobile Store to your Front Door"

We also buy all U.S. and Foreign Coinage/Paper Money,
T

for nine years

' Rdkrancet*
available
upon request

E-mail: greghcini(g)njcoinbuyer.com

WWW.njCOinbuyer.com

We will come t o you & provide a free verbal appraisal. Call for details.

HEATING AND COOLING

$

LOU FASANO
HEATING & COOLING. INC.

l,500

Federal Tax Credit
on High Efficiency
Equipment

TRANE

(908)755-9141

MyWayCarpetfom

ALND

Holistic Health Center and Spa
MASSAGI
REFLEXOLOQ
HYPNOSIS RE1K1

908-753-4450 X121
(732) 653-0322
Fax-908-753-0136
RosePfclton@alt.net
/T^

DOU1.A LABOR ASSISTAN1

Roxanne Cortese.uu
(908)561-1511
By Appointment Only
•

•

•

.

:

South PlaintiHtl

t®r Prudential NJ Properties®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Driveways • Parking Lots 'Seal Coating • Pavers • Wallstone
Slate • Bluestone • Excavating • Foundations • Block Work
Cultured Stone • Drainage • Water Proofing
i 3RD GENERATION I N BUSINESS •

•

908-668-8434

.

when yon advertise

Associate
Rose Marie Pelton

DiFRANCESCO
PAVING • MASONRY

SNOW REMOVAL

Rest Results

Put your trust in a Realtor
who can get the most
Evelyn
money through
Sherwood
Brokerknowledge & experience!

For Over 39 Years

Free
sliiimtcv

Get the
Moretti Realty

South Plainfield liesiclenl

PAVING & MASONRY

ROOFING

New Jersey Properties®
RllAI.TllR-A.ssi 111 Ml

Don Duffy, MBA - Owner
South Plainfield, NJ
(908) 668-6906
d_duffy@smallbizpros.com
Call for a FREE Consultation!

.CENTRAL JERSEY

REAL ESTATE

Rose Marie Pelton

FLOORINGl

www.Fine-AntS-Sing.com 0% No intrest, No payments for 1 year

:

Prudential

S M * L 1

Business and Personal Taxes •
Payroll • Financial Reporting

1-877-699-2922
1-908-757-3470
Repairs' Restretching * Binding' Custom Tile' Sanding and Refmishu

2701 Park Avc. So. Plainficld, NJ 07080

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

I C

PADGETT BUSINESS SERVICES*
WHERE YOUR SUCCESS TAKES ROOT5"
Accounting Today 2009 Top 100 Firm

Y WAY CARPET

MASSAGE

advantage of

PADGETT

M Y WAY CARPET

Precious
PreciousMetallJullion,5terling5ilver&Vintage5portscards.

^Greg wry 5. Helm, LLC • 903-405-6408
SouthFlainfieldresident
9 A M tO & PM
4k

FINANCIAL/TAXES

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext 313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sherwooflewnorettirealty.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

your business weekly.
and get the

J . I PENYAK
ROOFING

Best Rates

908-753-4222

we offer.

www.penyakroofing. com

Call <>OS-O(>S-OOIO.

SO. PLAINFIELD. NJ O7O8O

3571 KENNEDY ROAD

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SANDING - SALTING
• Office Buildings
• Apartment & Condo Complexes
• Retail Stores
•Schools and Churches
-Sign up now for 2 4 hour service-

908-756-7272

To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 9OB668 OO1O •
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WHAT'S GOING ON IN MY TOWN
FROMABUSYBUSYMOM

SPHS Performs a Winter Holiday Concert
By Patricia Abbott

The South Plainfteld High School
Music Department closed the district's
winter concert season with their annual Winter Holiday Concert. The
event featured both the concert and
the jazz band. The musical gala was
held on December 22 in the SPHS
auditorium, directed by the school's
Director of Bands, Roger A. Vroom
III.
The evening opened with the 41
piece concert band who performed
An American Christmas, A Canadian Brass Christmas, The Festival
of Hannkkal) and Russian Christmas
music. After a brief intermission,
Vr<x)m introduced the high school
jazz ensemble. The group performed
The Incrcdibles and Superstition,
which featured soloists Justin Lcskv
on trumpet and Joe Miller on alto
saxophone. They continued with a
Glen Miller yuletidc medley and /
Wish, featuring G. Bjorn Delacruz on
tenor sax. The jazz ensemble has 21
members.
On hand to enjoy the concert were
high school Interim Principal Anthony Massaro, Interim Superintendent Dr. Gary Bowen and Board of
Education members Debbie Boyle,
Steve Buhn and Bill Seesselberg.

The high school baseball team along'
with Coaches Guida, Battista and
Darby will host a used clothing drive
on Saturday, March 12 from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. and again on Saturday, April 9.
The Ferraro Foods truck will be parked
in the middle school lot on Plainfield
Avenue. Items accepted for donation
include clothes, shoes, pockctbooks,
belts, ties, linens, comforters, toys and
books. The USA Fashion Republicwill then donate all collected items to
Russia and Poland.
Interim Principal Tony Massaro has
donated over $6,000 from his salary
to the South Plainfield Education
scholarship fund. Thank you to Mr.
Massaro for being the first person to
make this type of donation to the fund
on a daily basis. Once again, it is all
about the "kids." A portion of
Massaro's donation will be used toward a scholarship for a student who
will be the first family member to attend college. Thank you to all the students who helped to make phone calls
during the Education Foundation
Telethon. Pledge forms have been
mailed. Please help support the foundation in any amount that you can.
The Midcile School PTO and the
Sou* Plainfidd 1'BA will host a fiuidraising basketball game on Saturday,
Feb. 12 at 2 p.m. at the high school.
Proceeds will go to Jerry Bartolotti, a
Franklin SCIKX>1 parent who was in-

jured in a truck accident in November. The PBA will play teachers, faculty and staff from area schools. All
are encouraged to participate. Tickers
arc $4 and will Ix- sold at the middle
school and through the PBA. Snacks
will be served, games played and prizes
will be given out at halftime. Contact
Officer Lloyd McNally (908) 7550700 or F r 6 President'Debbie Boyk
(908) 803-1573forinformation'.
An "anti-bullying" cultural airs program presented by The Dance Troup
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SPHS Financial
Aid Workshop
Attention senior high school
students and parents: Get help
completing the FAFSA. There will
be a Financial Aid Workshop at
South Plainfield High School for
parents and students on Tuesday,
Feb. 8 at 6 p.m. in the South
riainfield High School Information Center.

South Plainfield Observer
Advertise your business for
10 weeks in the Business &
Professional Directory and

(New advertisers only)

Readers look to the Observer for
local service professionals, including
auto mechanics, plumbers, roofers,
flooring specialists, real estate
professionals, roofers, and more.
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Save a stamp... E-mail your request to spobserver@comcast.net * * vie now accept VISA and Mastercard •
1

will take place on Tuesday, March 15.
The program is funded by the $30
activity fee which helps sponsor programs and events for students. Without your donation these programs
will DO longer be possible.
A blood drive assisted by the SPHS
Student Council will be held on Tuesday, April 12 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
in the upstairs gym at die high school.
The drive will also benefit resident
Jerry Bartolotti who has received over
100 pints of blood.
For parents/guardians who still
need help with MMS and obtaining
interim reports and report cards,
please sec your respective students'
principal. Remember you must log
in to the districts website, www.spnct.
kl2.nj.js using the student's ID
number found on the report card.
The South Plainfield Business Association membership fees for the
new year are due. Please contact President Nancy Grennier at (908) 6680010 or Vice President Marge Reedy
for further information. Membership
applications have been cmailed to all
current members. Assemblyman
Patrick Diegnan, Jr. administered the
oath of office to all the newly elected
officers at the association's holiday
breakfast in December.

^ GET2 WEEKS

Please be advised that a
special Curriculum/Technology/Student Activities
Committee meeting has
been scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 26 at 4 p.m. in the
Second Floor Conference
Room of the Roosevelt Administration Building, 125
U Jackson Ave.
VJ
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Expiration Date

Mastercard/Visa #
Please include 3-diqit code on credit card
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Call 908-668-0010 for rates &
information on this limited time offer.

Phone
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