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Matt Anesh to Take Oath as Mayor at Reorganization Meeting
By Jane Dornick

Borough Council
President Matt Anesh

[ is set to take over the
role of mayor at the
annual Reorganization

I Meeting on Sunday,
Jan. 2 at 1 p.m. at the

Mayor Elect Matt Anesh S e m Q r Q , ^ H ( , W U 1

be the first Republican elected to the office of
mayor in 16 years.

Also being sworn in at the reorganization
meeting are incumbent councilmen Ray Rusnak
and Tim McConville, who were re-elected to
three year terms this past November.

Anesh, 38, is a lifelong resident of the bor-
ough. He and his wife, Kimberly, have twin
sons, Harrison and Joseph who attend Riley
School.

A1990 graduate of Sacred Heart School and
South Plainfield High School, Anesh received
a B.S. degree in economics from the College of
N.J. in Trenton. He is currently employed by
Bank of America Merrill Lynch.

Aside from coaching his young sons at the
South Plainfield Junior Baseball Club, Anesh
attends Sacred Heart Church and is a member
of the Public Celebrations Committee.

First elected to the borough council in 2005,

he served one, three year term and was elected
again in 2009.

Over the next four years as mayor, Anesh out-
lined some of the goals he wishes to accomplish:
introduce a 2011 budget that holds the line on
taxes and spending; continue to control over-de-
velopment and oppose high density projects that
will strain the school system, borough services
and infrastructure; work with the council and

(Continued on page 12)
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Library Begins Negotiations
For Larger Facility

The South Plainfield Free Public Library
Board of Trustees took the first step at its
January meeting towards a new library- The
Board of Trustees, in an 8-1 vote, autho-
rized the commencement of negotiations
for a long-term lease to house a new library.

The proposed 14,500 square foot prop-
erty, located at 901 Montrose Ave., is the
same size as the new library building pro-
posed about five years ago and voted down
in a Democracy Week vote in May of 2008.
The landlord would "fit-out" the building
to the board's specifications.

"Tiger Country7'
Gym Dedicated

South Plainfield Middle School school
spirit was evident as students, faculty and
guests took a walk on the wild side through
the newly renovated "Tiger Country," the
middle school gymnasium.

Sacred Heart School sixth grade students
experience firsthand the difficulty of
navigating in a wheelchair in a two-day
workshop aimed at creating disability
awareness.

The Observer takes a look back
at the stories that made news in 2010.

The occasion was the re-dedication of the
school's gym, which recently underwent a
major upgrade, the most extensive in school
history. Renovations began in November
and were completed earlier this month.

Schools Reach Out to
Aid Earthquake Victims

Three million people wete affected by the
Haitian quake and its aftermath. Nearly all
of Port-au-Prince's hospitals and facilities
that provide support for the injured have
been destroyed. In response to this disaster,
SPHS organized a disrrict-widc fundraiser
to bring aid to die people of Haiti. Some
students and faculty members have relatives
whose well being are still unknown.

Board Names New
Assistant Superintendent

The South Plainfield Board of Education
appointed Lorraine Cella, Ed.D, as the new
assistant superintendent of instruction and
operations at their agenda meeting held on
January 7.

Dr. Cella is currendy principal of Hobo-
ken High School and will begin her new
position on March 15. She replaced Dr.
Frcdrik Oberkehr who left the district on
December 13, 2009 to take the position of
superintendent of schools in Rochelle Park.

Festival Celebrates
Cultural Diversity

The South Plainfield Coalition of Cultural
Diversity celebrated Martin Luther King Jr.
Day with their third annual Festival of Cul-
tures. The event was held at Riley Elementary
School in the Anthony P Sincavage Gym on
January 18.

The evening 's
songs and dances en-
compassed a diverse
range of cultures.
Irish dancers Kelly
and Bridget Simp-
son, South Plainfield
residents, performed
a slip jig and a reel.

High School
Tiger Wrestlers Win GMC
Tournament

For the twelfth time in the past 14 years,
the South Plainfield High School Wrestling
team again dominated the Greater Middle-
sex Conference and won the tournament
championship on January 30. Eight Tiger
wrestlers compered in the finals and all
eight won theit matches. In addition, two
Tiger wrestlers placed third.

Front Street Farmers
Market Grand Opening

Front Street Farmers Market held a
grand opening celebration on January 30.
Owned by Tramontano Produce, the store
is managed by Bob Tanganelli. On hand
for the ribbon cutting ceremony were (L-

R) Linda Tanganelli, Mary Tramontano,
Mary Jane Finnerty, Bob Tanganelli, John
Tramontano, Mayor Charles Butrico, John
Stalakis of Sherban's Diner and Restaurant,
John Tramonrano, Jr. and Peter Ganiaris,
also from Sherban's. The new produce mar-
ket is located across die parking lot from
Sherban's on Front Street.

Scouting Celebrates
100 Years

On February 8 Boy Scouts throughout
the nation celebrated the 100th birthday
of Boy Scouting. The South Plainfield
scouting community joined in the celebra-
tion with a special evening candklighting
ceremony in Spring Lake Park.

The list of famous individuals who
have attained the rank of Eagle is
impressive, ranging from all levels of
government including presidents and
actors, astronauts, athletes and authors.
Among the notable Eagle Scouts are astro-
naut Neil Armstrong, the first man
on moon; Bill Bradley, pro basketball
star and U.S. Senator from New Jersey;
James Brady-press secretary to President
Ronald Reagan; and Arthur Eldred,
the first Eagle Scout.

(Continued on page 5)
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Want to stay informed about the business of your Council and BOE?

Rnrni i n h Council meetings air on Comcast Channel 96
r " w u y ' Mondays at 7 p.m. BOE meetings air on Thurs-m
UOl inCI I days at 7 p.m.
To purchase a complete copy of a council or BOE meeting,
contact the Observer.

(Check Comcast community bulletin board for last minute time changes.)
council

Meets twice a month on Mondays, 'except where noted.

Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605

Reorganization Meeting January 2 at 1 p.m.
At the Senior Center-All are Welcome

All Agenda Meetings begin at 7 p.m. followed immediately by the Public Meeting, unless
otherwise noted. Meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with the N.J. Open
Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 etseq.) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Ave.

planningboard
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-ZZ6-7B41

zoningt
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641

boardofeducation
Meets Wednesdays at Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave.
Committee of the whole meetings (begin at 6:00 p.m.)
2011: Jan. 12, Feb. 9, March 2 and March 30.
Regular Public Meeting (begin at 7:30 p.m.): Jan. 19,
Feb. 16, March 16, April 6. .

I1S3HBDDDL1
Meets once a month on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

Meets second Monday of the month at 7 p.m., 2nd floor conference room,

Roosevelt Administration Building

l ' ' ' '' -
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday, at the library at 7 p.m.

recreation
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7716

taxpayers:
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplari::
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.

environmental
Meets once a month (second Wednesday) Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m.
Questions? 908-226-7621

business
Meets once a month (first Wednesday) Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m.

Monday, Jan. 24 at 7 p.m. in the Senior Center Questions? 908-226-7605

For home delivery of the Observer, call 908-668-0010
or email spobserver@comcast.net.
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We encourage the submission of stories and photos. To get an article published: Type (double spaced)
the article and mail, email or fax. Include name, address and telephone number. Deadline for submis-
sion is Monday, 5 p.m.

LETTERS TO THE ED/TOR
Submit letters to the editor by mail, email or fax. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to

edit for clarity or length. Letters must include name and phone number, for verification.

To comment on the content or to suggest a special story idea,
contact the publisher at (908) 668-0010.

The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

In My Opinion
Opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher, nor do we guarantee accuracy.

Dear Editor,
As John Lennon has said, "I get by

with a little help from my friends." This
holiday, one family truly personified
what Lennon meant by performing an
act of kindness that warmed our hearts,
literally and figuratively!

The Gustafson Family has been dog
sitting for us for several years. They have
been dear friends and have, extended
their friendship to our pets. This holi-
day, as our family was in Annapolis,
we were becoming increasingly wor-
ried about the roads in New Jersey and
how the Gustafsons would make it
over to our house. We were also wor-
ried about how our dogs would make
it outside after the snow started to
block their doggy door. Not only did
the Gustafsons walk to our house to
make sure the dogs were cared for, but
they also shoveled the doggy door clear
and made a path for the dogs outside.
Barry even spent time coaxing the ner-
vous dogs through the door and en-
suring them that they could get out
and in. (I would have loved to have
seen that because one of our dogs has
an aversion to wet paws and the other
has recently gone blind).

Thanks to them we were able to en-
joy our stay As we headed home, we
were dreading a driveway full of snow
and the trudge through the snow.
What a surprise to see our driveway
and walks shoveled by our friends. If
thaf s not true friendship, Fm not sure
what is!

MARYPIEKARSKI

To the Editor:
On December 20 I attended the

town council meeting and once again
witnessed partisan politics in action.
Uncivil and impolite are probably the
best words to describe the behavior of
two members of the public whom de-
cided to attempt to discredit a member
of the council. What bothered me most
is that these two speakers (from the pub-
lic) are two of three names selected by
the local GOP to fill the vacancy of coun-
cil member Matthew Anesh. I had no
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Submit Your Letters to the Editor

Send your letters to South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080, or fax to 908-868-8819, or via
email: spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline is
Monday. 5 p.m. Letters must be accompa-
nied by a name and telephone number for
verification. Limit letters to no more than 200
words. We reserve the right to refuse a letter,
to edit for clarity or length, and to limit the
number of letters submitted on the same sub-
ject. Submission is not a guarantee of publi-
cation. We do not accept anonymous letters.
Letters are strictly opinion.

intention to comment about the GOP
decision until I witnessed the actions of
two of the proposed.

I will repeat my concerns here to-
day because of what occurred after the
meeting. My concern is that while yes,
the GOP has the privilege by law to
fill the seat, they must dp so with some-
one of good character, experienced and
electable in the future. The two who
spoke that night showed no respect or
civility in my opinion, and I question
their intent to govern for the people
of South Plainfield. The third does not
have the experience, something the
GOP was keen to point out during the
election cycle about one of the Demo-
cratic nominees. Personally I don't
think the citizens want to witness this
type of behavior through to Novem-
ber. Also, if the GOP was serious,
wouldn't these nominees have taken the
time to use the public comments sec-
tion of the meeting to explain why
they are good choices to govern rather
than engage in ugly discourse?

While the council thanked me for
my opinion, Mr. Bengivenga was kind
enough, to extend invitation to com-
ment to the GOP either in person or
by letter; however, after the meeting a
member of the local GOP committee
did not share Mr. Bengivenga's opin-
ion. This person decided to bully and
threaten me for the comments which I
made that night. His opinion was that
since I am not a member of the GOP,
he really didn't care what I or. others
thought of their decision making.

I want to be dear: the GOP-mem-
bers of the council have always been cor-
dial and cooperative to comments and
concerns I have had, but it seems that
their party may not be. The behavior of

this party member is not acceptable to
me and I hope the council members deal
with this person accordingly

Any citizen has a right to comment
and have concern about what happens
in this town and no party or select
group of people has the right to dic-
tate what is good for the people. This
is what makes the principles ofdemoc-
racy special and unique to our nation.

RESPECTFULLY,
PAULMCCULLEN

Dear Editor,
Last week's letter from politician Joe

Scrudato was disappointing on several
levels. The first is its timing and tone.
Isn't there ever a time, even a short time
over the holidays, when we can put
aside the politics? The election is over.
Now"s not the time for the start of the
next campaign, but rather, the time to
work together for a better South Plain-
field. On Christmas Eve, of all times, I
was hoping we could get away from
the politicking and focus on our com-
munity.

The second concern is the lack of
candor. Joe attacked the sewer rate in-
crease, something nobody wanted.
But to blame the messenger is simply
more politics. Joe knows that the
Middlesex County Utilities Authority
(MCUA) increased our sewer rates by
half a million dollars, about 12%. His
party, the Democrats, run that organi-

(Continued on page 11)

Columbiettes'
Cookbook on
Sale Now

The South Plainfield Columbi-
ettes' cookbook is completed and
ready for sale. Cookbooks are $12
each, or $11 each for two or more.
Proceeds go towards the group's
charities, including a local soup
kitchen.

To obtain a cdpy, call Kathy at
(908) 756-3772 or Nancy at (908)
561-5917. Requests can be emailed
tokathyll30@gmail.com. Copies of
the book are also available at the Sa-
cred Heart Parish Center during
regular business hours.

Don't Know Jack About Real Estate?
TEXT"JACK"T087778T0SEARCH
FOR HOMES FROM ANY PHONE.
(ACTIVES, RECENTLY CLOSED, FORECLOSURES)
Orvisitwww.NowYouKnowJack.com
n^/AA t^S J ° h n O A C K ) Pcdcrscn, linker Associate
IvCyrlBCV Office (908) 755-0200 • Cell 908-922-2368 j>.]
HnmnptitiVP Fflnp 32 South Plainlield Ave • So. Plainfield, NJ 07080 „
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HOMETOWN HEROS
"Quality Food For Everyday Heroes"

We will send to any home a beautifully
arranged and wrapped assorted
sandwich tray with two of pur

homemade salads...Any Day-Any Time.

..^IWAYffWni!!!
HOMETOWN HEROS

340 Hamilton Blvd (By the DARE Bldg.)
(908) 755-HERO (4376)

r QUALITY >T SERVICE \ r PRICE
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Weekend Blizzard Blankets
Borough Under Two Feet

The borough received a little over
two feet of snow, which began Sun-
day morning and continued overnight
and into early Monday, during a week-
end blizzard. The Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) crew arrived at 5
p.m. on Sunday and worked 23 straight
hours. "This was obviously not a typi-
cal storm," said CFO Glenn Cullen.

Over the course of the storm, the
DPW dropped nearly 250 tons of salt
on roadways. The town is separated
into 13 plowing districts and two
plows are utilized in each one. -

Sunday evening the wind was blow-
ing so intensely mat the snow on the
Riley soccer fields drifted onto Walter
Street. Over three feet of snow had to
be removed using a front end loader.

Crews also helped out with clearing
the entrance and exit ramps of Route
287 on Durham Avenue which are the

responsibility of the N.J. Department
of Transportation. The ramps were
closed while workers used front end
loaders and backhoes to keep the road-
way passable. The Lakevie'w Avenue
overpass was also dosed to enable
workers to dear the area of mounting
snow.

"The borough DPW department
did an outstanding job," commented
Cullen. "I appreciate the hard work and
dedication of the staff. DPW Superin-
tendent Bobby Capparelli spent three
full days and nights at DPW without
ever going home. Anyone that could
have witnessed the dedication and hard
work would have been impressed."

Cullen also noted that borough em-
ployees living in Middletown and
Bayville said that as of yesterday after-
noon they still had not been plowed
out by their respective towns.

polcereport
• On December 17 an OTLough-

lin Drive resident reported the theft of
a Garmin GPS from their vehide.

.• On December 18 Aliya Hunter,
38, of Somerset was arrested for driv-
ing on a suspended license, no insur-
ance and failure to exhibit an insur-
ance document.

• Adrian Hilton, 19, of Plainfield
was arrested for driving while intoxi-
cated.

• An Edison resident reported the
theft of their wallet from their purse
that was left at Target.

• AManville resident reported that
their car had been scratched while
parked at Home Depot.

• A Church Street resident reported
that their vehide had been egged.

• On December 19 ShenaMcMur-
rian, 31, of Plainfield was arrested for
speeding and an outstanding warrant.

• A Joan Street resident reported
that their Elmo blow-up decoration
had been damaged.

• A Kosciusko Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of a backpack and Cole-
man power inverter from their vehide.

• On December 20 a Jackson Av-
enue resident reported the theft of a
Garmin GPS from their vehide.

• A Joan Street resident reported
that their inflatable lawn ornament had
been damaged,

• On December 21 NihatC.Cem,
54, of Plainfield was arrested for driv-
ing on a suspended license and an out-
standing warrant.

Plainfield Animal Hospital Celebrates
National Pet Dental Health Month

The Plainfield Animal Hospital, lo-
cated at 2215 Park Are., will hold a
dental fair on Sunday, Jan. 30 from 2
to 4 p.m. in celebration of National
Pet Dental Health Month.

The festivities will indude free den-
tal check-ups, discounts on future ser-
vices, tooth brushing and home care
demonstrations, giveaways, contests,
door prizes, tours of the hospital, re-
freshments and much more.

National Pet Dental Health Month
is held to promote public awareness
of the importance of dental care for
pets in order to prevent dental prob-
lems, gum disease and the general
health of your pets.

Please join us for a fun and infor-
mative afternoon. For more informa-

tion and directions, call us or visit our
website at www.plainfieldanimalhos
pital.com. If you plan to attend, please
register by calling (908) 755-2428
by January 11.

The South Plainfield Elks
Veterans Committee is
selling the Entertain-
m en t Book for $30.

Contact Lou
Peralta at

(908) 756-6406.

Your neighborhood agent since 1961

510 Hamilton Blvd.

Trusted S o - p l a i n f i e l d ' N J 07080
908-757-6666 FAX 908-561-0032

www.kapeinsurance.com

- Auto - Home

CAREGIVER SERVICES

Marisol's Home
Caregiver Services

Family owned & operated
Providing affordable

in-home care, daily or live-in

NJ State licensed, fully insured & bonded

Sen/ices include and are not limited to:

• Companionship • Meal prep

• Personal care • Laundry

• Transportation • Errands

Light housekeeping • Medication reminder

Please call for a free
in-home consultation.

Call (732) 912-9312

GUTTER SPECIALISTS

•/ Cleaned
• / Repaired
•/ Installed
• Roofing & Siding

Licensed -Soffits and
& insured Aluminium

732-424-0454

MIR SALON
Haircuts • Wax • Perms

Color • Highlights • Make-Up

Brazilian Keratin

175 Front St , South Plainfield
S08-7fi7-St88

Tuesday-Wednesday 9-6 • Thursday 11-8

Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-5

Sunday ® Monday-Closed

Introducing new
hairstylists, formerly

of Salon Per Te

Hyriam, Specialist
in Ethnic Hair

The South Plainfield High School cafeteria workers adopted a South
Plainfield fami ly hoping t o make their Christmas a l i t t le b i t brighter.
The cafeteria workers have been adopt ing families at Christmas for the
past 10 years. Pictured are some of the workers.

Clean Communities Program
Earns Education Award

The Middlesex County Division of
Solid Waste Management presented a
Certificate of Award to South Plain-
field's Clean Communities coordina-
tor at its annual Holiday Coordina-
tors' Meeting and Awards Luncheon.
Environmental Specialist Alice Tempel
accepted the award on behalf of the
borough's Clean Communities Advi-
sory Board at the December 9 event at
the 4H Log Cabin in East Brunswick.

The certificate was awarded for
Clean Communities Education, rec-
ognizing the recently released Power-
Point presentation, "Where Does it
Come From*" This program features

local residents in a story about where
litter starts and how it gets into our
streams and lake. The CCAB commis-
sioned the program as a tool for bring-
ing the anti-litter message to adult
audiences. Dave Street, a professional
environmental educator, wrote and
directed the program, and Todd
Garbarini, a computer graphics tech-
nician, produced it. Both men are
borough residents.

Community groups can reserve a
date for a presentation by emailing
the Clean Communities Coordinator
at atempel@southplainfieldnj.com,
or by calling (908) 226-7621.

! MaxBussel&Company
I M certified public accountants and consultants since 1962

Carl A. Alston
Certified Public Accountant

285 Durham Ave., Suite 2D
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
www.maxbussel.com

Jay A. Mevorah
Certified Public Accountant
Tel: (908)753-1717
Cell: (732) 397-3187
Fax: (908) 753-0095

The Lacerda Team | The Strength of Teamwork,

Email: hames@LacertlaTeam.carn
www.LacemaTeam.com

Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda
Sue Espin, Mlchele Leavy j g

South Plamfidd's Premier Real Estate Team

(908)
755-5300

Ext. 302
(908)

Moretti Realty 578-1166
225 Maple Ave.,South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Each ollice independently owned & operated

WE DO THE JOB "RIGHT" THE 1ST TIME!
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

SERVICE CHANGES & UPGRADES
• A/C Lines .
• Dryer Lines
• Exhaust & Ceiling Fans
• Pool Wiring
• Spa & Jacuzzi Wiring
• Correction of Code Violations
• Service Contracts Available

CALL FOR AN ANALYSIS OF
YOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

. G.F.C.I1. Circuits
• Recessed/Fluorescent Lighting
• New Construction/Additions
• Surge Protectors
• Plant Maintenance Service
• Landscape Lighting
• Fire Security Systems

We Ale Service Experts
Specializing in 111

Residential, Commercial
& industrial Work
Property Managers

Love Us!
Www.onecallelectrical.com

m
For the Finest Quality &
Variety of Fresh Fruits

and Vegetables

OPEN 7 DAYS

Need a gift idea
for someone special?

How about a gift basket or gift certificate
from Front Street Farmer's Market!
Stop in and we'll help you create

a custom gourmet gift basket.

908-941-5598 10% Senior Citizen Discount

214 Front Street, (Next to Sherban's Diner) • South Plainfield

..
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Country Breakfast
AttheVFW .
January 2

The South Plainfield VFW Post
#6763 on Front Street will hold a
country breakfast on Sunday, Jan. 2
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. The public is
welcome.

For more information, call (908)
668-9751.

Forum: Copjng with
Education Cuts

January 20
"Coping with the Governor's Edu-

cation Cuts," an education forum
hosted by Senate Majority Leader Bar-
bara Buono, 18th Legislative District,
will be held on Thursday, Jan. 20 from
6 to a: 30 p.m. at Edison High School
in the auditorium, 50 Boulevard of the
Eagles in Edison.

How have the governor's education
cuts affected you? Come voice your
opinion and concerns at this public
forum. All are welcome.

For more information, call (732)
205-1372. .

Ponytail Softball
Fundraiser

January 21
Come out for a night of music and

laughter at the Senior Center, 90 Maple
Ave. on Friday, Jan. 21 from 6:30 to
11:30 p.m. to help support South
Plainfield's girls Softball. Sponsored by
South Plainfield Parents Ponytail As-
sociation. Tickets: $40 per person; in-
cludes buffet dinner, beer, wine, soda

Send Your Events to:
spobserver@comcast.net

Visit our website:
www.spobserver.com

for information on how to
submit an event.

MfflttS
Your Source for
Medical/Dental/

Wellness Professionals

Call and ask us how you can

get the absolute lowest rates
for advertising your medical

practice or business.
908-668-0010.

Get all the
South Plainfield
news you want.

Subscribe!
Call 908-668-0010

or E-mail: spobserver@comcast.net

and dessert. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner starts at 7:30 p.m. Show starts
at 8:30 p.m.

To purchase tickets, call Robne at
(908) 202-1653, Nancy at (908) 217-
2103 or Dave at (908) 906-1670.

Out of Town

Middlesex East
WOWs Business Mtg.
January 3

Middlesex East Widows Or Widow-
ers will conduct a business meeting on
Monday, Jan. 3 at 7 p.m. at the Car-
teret Community Center, Pershing and
Cooke avenues in Carteret. All widows
or widowers are invited to attend.

For more information, call (732)
969-2228 or (908) 757-0515.

Upscale Singles
Dance Party
January 15

Steppin' Out Singles is holding a
grand re-opening upscale singles dance
on Saturday, Jan. 15 at 8 p.m. at the
Crdwne Plaza Edison, 2055 Rt. 27 in
Edison. Newly renovated with a brand
new dance floor.

Ages 40 and up; no jeans/sneakers/
t-shirts. Admission: $17.

For more information, call (732)
656-1801.

SPHS Class of 1995
15 Yr. Reunion
April 2, 2011

The South Plainfield High School
Class of 1995 is planning a 15 year re-
union for Saturday, April 2, 2011. It
will be held at Maggtano's Bridgewater
from 7 to 11 p.m. Ticket price is $85
per person.

For more information, email sphs
classofl995@gmail.com or visit our
Facebook page: SPHS class of 1995.

S E N I O R C E N T E R

Calendar
Coming Up.....
(Closed New Year's Eye)
MONDAYS
Silver Sneakers 8:45 am
Crocheting 9:30-11:30 am
Yoga 10:30 am
Art Class 11:30 am..

TUESDAYS
Bingo 10 am-2 pm
Ladies Group 10 am

WEDNESDAYS
Aerobics 8:45 am
Line Dancing 10 am
Computer..10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Crocheting 1 pm
Tai Chi : 2 pm

THURSDAYS
Active Seniors 8:45 am
Shopping Trip 9 am
Crafts Class '.: 10 am
Computer.. 10 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm
Exercise Class 1:15 pm

FRIDAYS
Bingo 10 am-2 pm

Daily Activities: Morning coffee, pool,
cards, board games, computer classes,
exercise, art, Tai Chi, yoga and crafts.

Lunch Served Monday-Friday.

Call (908) 754-1047 for more info or
visit www.southplainfieldnj.com

Class of 1961 Seeks
Alumni for Reunion

The SPHS Class of 1961 is ap-
proaching its 50 year reunion. Orga-
nizers are attempting to reach out to all
families and classmates in an effort to
obtain current locations and addresses
in the hopes to contact as many gradu-
ates as possible. If you know a mem-
ber of the class of 1961, please contact
Brenda Belardo Ribar, Nancy Kahora
Dowd and Geri Trivigno Beyer via
email to dassl961sphs@gmail.com.

Retro Fitness to Open State of
The Art Gym on Park Avenue
By Jean Fultz

A brand new, state-of-the-art Retro
Fitness gym is set to open in January in
the former L.A. Dreyfus building just a
short distance from South Plainfield
over the Conrail bridge on Park Avenue
in Edison. The new facility will occupy
most of the 28,500 sq. ft. of warehouse
space that partners Mitchell Kurtzer and
Ari Forman purchased in 2009.

Planning for this joint venture be-
gan in 2008 and has been described as
"ambitious" by many, but Kurtzer has
a simple reason for pushing this project
forward. "My kids are the most impor-
tant thing to me and I did this for
them," he said. "A gym is a great at-
mosphere for kids to grow up in."

Kurtzer, who resides in Basking
Ridge and Manhattan, has three chil-
dren who are all physically active in
various sports programs in New York."
Daughter Jamie, 12, is a Softball en-
thusiast,- and for the second year in a
row, was awarded the Cahill Award for
Leadership, Teammanship, Sportsman-
ship and Enthusiasm by the Softball
league. Son Grant, who is 10 years old,
plays Little League baseball and went
to the District All-Stars last year, as did
son, Louis, who is eight years old. .

Retro Fitness gyms focus on cardio
workouts; however, they also feature
a circuit training area with free weights
and a boxing studio, employing on-
site trainers who will work with you
to help you achieve your personal fit-
ness goals. Each cardio machine is
equipped with its own personal LCD
TV screen, and large screen TVs will
also be strategically positioned on the
walls in each workout area. A physical
therapist, massage therapist and chiro-
practor will also be on site.

A unique aspect of the Retro Fit-
ness experience is the Retro Theatre,
where you can view a movie while
working out on your choice of cardio
equipment. All movies shown will be
upbeat and comedic to set the atmo-
sphere for a great total workout.

"We will also offer childcare services,"
said Kurtzer, while leading a tour of the

facility in early December. "We have
tanning rooms, showers, a juice bar;
you name it, we will have it all here."

Kurtzer and Forman will also move
their other business, Network Delivery,
into separate offices on the site from their
current location on Montrose Avenue.
A third business, located in a 2,400 sq.
ft. mezzanine is the brainchild of Kurt-
zer's girlfriend, Maggie. "She suggested
using the space for yoga and Pilates,
spinning and Zumba classes," Kurtzer
said. "It's a great idea and I give her all
the credit for coming up with it."

Tom DeFelice, who will manage the
new Retro Fitness gym, met Kurtzer
while exploring the possibility of pur-
chasing his own franchise. After realiz-
ing me huge investment needed to start
up a new business venture, he teamed
up with Kurtzer and Forman to man-
age their franchise, bringing more than

in managing gyms to the table,
. For more than 56 years, the L.A.

Dreyfus Co. occupied the 40-acre,
500,000 sq. ft. building on Park Av-
enue. A subsidiary of the WM. Wrigley
Company that was founded in 1891
and headquartered in Chicago, El., L. A
Dreyfus employed more than 800
people during the height of its opera-
tions. The company ran two shifts pro-
ducing gum base forthe chewing gum
division of the Wrigley Company. In
2005, L.A. Dreyfus shut down opera-
tions putting 150 people out of work
and leaving the huge building unoc-
cupied and abandoned.

The building was purchased in
2006 by Tulfra Realty Company, LLC
based in Rochelle Park and converted
into 11,000 to 220,000 sq. ft. indus-
trial units and 22,000 sq. ft. office units.
Kurtzer and Forman purchased the first
three units, and hope that they can lead
a revitalization of die property and help
attract additional business owners to
the area.

To find out more about Retro Fit-
ness, see their ad 6n page 7, call (732)
549-7387 or stop by the pre-sale office
located at 3775 Park Ave. in Edison.

YOUR HEALTH
MATTERS

Pain Relief Starts Herel

Lift Chairs
from Twin City Pharmacy
& Surgical

AWand&rfuL
Holiday gift idea).

1110 Hamilton Boulevard,
South Plainfield, N.J. 07080

908-757-2330

-Get Relief from...
• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries

Headaches/ • A Exam & ,
Migraines ' Consultation i
Auto Accidents L _ f i . 7 S 3 e i . \

• Back Pain
• Carpal Tunnel
• Fibromyalgia

Dr. John Kudrick, DC, CG-FI
Certified Golf Fitness Instructor • Titllest Performonce Institute

Ask how to get a full evaluation including slow ^ ^

motion swing analysis to help improve your game, fTS**""1

:in City Pharmacy & Surgical
partners with Golden Technologies to
bring you the best products to enhance
your life at home. The Lift Chairs in our

store are best-in-class products to give
you many years of comfortable and

convenient use.

.•::: If you have any questions or want La dis-
:JSS special requirements, please contact

H us directly and our team of mobility experts
/!U help find the Lift Chair that's right for you.

"'ices begin at $799 and we have dozens of
r fabric choices to choose from.

// qualified, Medicare way cover part of the cost olyour
lilt chair. Your supplemental insurance may also pay a

portion. Assignment is not accepted but we will bill on
your behalf io assist you in any reimbursement available. This also de-

pends on the type of policy you have and whether ornol v/e are listed
as providers For this insurance company. Our staff will be more
tlian happy to assist you in any questions you may have concerning

insurance.

Twin City Pharmacy
& Surgical
Telephone: 908-755-7696. Fax: 908-755-6003.
1708 Park Ave South Plainfield
Bill Ashnault RPh.-Owner • Sandy Severini-Owner.
Tom Cassio Jr.-Owner • James Kim_RPh.

24 Hour Emergency Care Service—Free Delivery

dvonced Chiropractic
fWellness Center Zl J

• Neck pain, back pain, headaches, numbness, tingling,
weakness & pain in arms and legs • Fibromyalgia • Sciatica

• Auto accident related injuries • Whiplash
• Advanced certification on whiplash injuries

904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite 0, South Plainfield
(908) 561-1777 Fax: 908-561-9711 ,

Most major medical insurance &. Medicare accepted

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

281 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield (908) 791-0900

EXAM &
CLEANING

X - R A Y S REGULAR >255
a:tTj..i«l«1»»J.iH:

ONLYZOOM* t Q Q 9 9IN OFFICE , 1 7 7
BLEACHING REGULAR'599

i.ni:i.->J|...iJi»,f.«j.»3.-

Dr. Loay Deifailah, DDS • Most Insurance Accepted • Se Habla Espanol

To advertise your business here call 908-668-0010.
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Police Chief and Three
Others to Retire

The retirement notices of four
borough employees were officially
accepted at the February 16 Borough
Council meeting.

Those retiring are Police Chief
John Ferraro,' effective October 1;
Police Officer Karl W Schuetz,
effective December 31; Code
Enforcement Officer Michael
Zushma, effective May 1 and Code
Enforcement Officer Mario
Abbruzzese, effective June 1.

Home Invasion Spurs Crime
Prevention Meeting

Police responded to a call of a
home invasion on the 1900 block of
2nd Place on February 26 at about
1 p.m. The residence is a single
family home. •

When police entered the home
they found four individuals in a
downstairs bedroom, bound and on
the floor. The victims were identi-
fied as a 37 yeafold female, her 3%
year-old daughter, a nine year-old

nephew and an eight year-old niece.
In response to the concerns for

the safety of residents, the mayor
and council, the South Plainfield
Police Department and the Board of
Education gave a presentation
relating to crime prevention.

BOE Member
Tim Morgan Resigns

After almost eight years as a
member of the Board of Education,
Tim Morgan resigned his seat. The
announcement of his resignation
came during the board's meeting to
rework the 2010/2011 school
budget held on March 1. Board
President Jim Giannakis read
Morgan's short statement referring to
"personal issues at this time" as the
reason for his resignation.

SPHS Freshman Anthony
Ashnault Wins State Title

Anthony Ashnault became
South Plainfield High School's
sixth state wrestling champion,

Police Chief John Ferraro reads at I
Across America Week.

sevelt School's celebration of Read

winning the 103-pound final on
March 7 at the NJSIAA Wrestling
Championships in Atlantic City.
Ashnault finished the year with a
44-0 record.

DAR.E. Students Accept
The Challenge

South Plainfield Police Officers
Dave
Franchak and
Sherilyn
Courtney
held the
annual Drug
Abuse
Resistance
Education
(D.A.R.E.)

graduation program for fifth grade
students at Sacred Heart and Grant
Elementary school on March 3 and
4, respectively.

Mayor Butrico Will
Not Seek Reelection

Mayor Charles Butrico read an
emotional statement to the public at
the conclusion of the March 15
BoroUgh Council meeting saying he
does not intend to seek re-election
for mayor this year. He explained
that the continuous political fodder
being thrown at him during his
term has influenced his decision.

District Hosts 41st Annual
District Music Festival

The 41st annual District Music
Festival and Art Exhibition took place
at the high school on March 11.

When the first district festival
took place in 1970, 349 student
musicians participated. This year the
district festival had over 600
students performing.

> ; •

Looking toward New Market Avenue from Carmine Avenue.

Borough Reels from
Weekend's NoKeaster

As the heavy rain and high winds
continued to batter South Plainfield
the weekend of March 13/14, the
borough's emergency teams
gathered in the command center on
South Plainfield Avenue.

By 10 p.m., members from
Emergency Management began to
ask residents along New Market
Avenue to evacuate their homes. In
addition, many streets throughout
the borough flooded and had to be
closed to traffic. Hundreds of
residents lost electricity between
Park Avenue and Woodland Avenue.

Graf Resigns as Senior
Center Director

Borough Clerk Joann Graf
announced her resignation as senior
center director at the March 15
Borough Council meeting. Graf has
held the two positions since March
of 2008 after an effort to cut costs.
According to Graf, the borough
has saved nearly $160,000'in
salary and benefits over the past
two years.

BOE Grapples With 27.8%
Cut In State Aid

" The Board of Education had been
planning for a worst case scenario
after Governor Christie appropriat-
ed the districts $1.6M surplus. On
March 17, the board learned a few
hours before the meeting that the
cut in state aid would be 27.8%, or
$2,798,651 less than last year. Last
year the district received
$10,058,141 in state aid. This year
the district will receive $7,259,490
for the 2010/2011 school budget.

Education Reserve Open House
featured guided nature walks at
Highland Woods Environmental
Education Reserve on March 27. The
Friends of the Woods hosted the
open house and walks.

(Continued on page 6)

There's ordinary
post-hospita

subacute rehab care..
then there's

AT CEDAR OAKS
Subacute Reinvented <* Luxury Redefined

Learn about the AristaCare difference
1311 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080

CARF Accredited Rehabilitation
& Stroke Center

732.287-9555
www.aristacare.com
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Kevin Hughes Named
Dir. of Office on Aging

e Year in Re
the Observer takes a look back

at the stories that made news in 2010*

Kevin Hughes

Recreation
Department
Director Kevin
Hughes was
appointed as
the new
director of the
Office on
Aging at the
March 22

council meeting. He replaced
Borough Clerk Joann Graf, who
previously held both titles and
resigned from the position.

* * * * * # •

Riley Student Wins 18th
District Essay Contest

Riley School fourth grader
Kaylec Home wrote an essay on
why New Jersey was very special to
her and won the first place prize of

Jf M

ENROLLMENT NOW OPEN

SAVE 40%
OH SELECT REDKEN BODY FOIL PRODUCTS

SAVE 30%
ON REDKEH HOLIDAY PACKS

APPOINTMENTS 888 .450 .0780
THE I ; DERMOLOGICA FACIALS;

BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE \
Restrictions Apply. "

PROFESSIONAL
ACADEMY
Hadley Center, 4985 Stelton Road, So. Plainfield

""" REDKEN

$50 in the eighth annual, "What
My State Means to Me" contest
sponsored through the office of
State Senator Barbara Buono.

Kaylee competed with other
fourth grade students whose
schools are in the 18th District.

Midco Awarded
Recycling Contract

Republic Services of N.J., LLC/
aka Midco located on Harmich Road
was awarded a three-year contract to
service the borough's curbside
recycling needs on March 22.

Republic was the lowest bidder
at a cost of $473,000 a year, a
savings of $27,093 or $81,280
over the next three years. Waste
Management had been the
borough's previous vendor for
the past 10 years.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

BOE Approves $52M
Budget with Some Cuts

With the exception of Board of
Education member Bob Jones, the
board approved a $52,299,264

2010/2011 budget on March 31,
with $40,688,303 to be raised by
local taxes.

The increase in taxes is caused by
an unexpected reduction of 28%
in state aid instead of the antici-
pated 15% reduction, which the
board says it could have managed.
The borough only received
$7,206,690 in state aid, $2.8M
less than last year.

Council Votes to Bond
To Pay Retirees' Benefits

The Borough Council voted 4-
2 to apply for an $800,000 bond
to cover accryed sick and vacation
time and other related expenses
arising from the unexpected
retirement of several borough
employees.

According to Finance Commit-
tee Chair Ray Rusnak, the
borough has already paid out
$342,564.68 this year to recently
retired employees and it anticipates
another $807,988.93 in payouts
through the end of the year for a
total of $1,155,553.61.

Chief Ferraro to Retire
Police Chief John Ferraro will

retire after 28 Vi years of service to
the borough.
Ferraro, a 1976
SPHS
graduate, spent
his entire career
as a police
officer in
South
Plainfield.

Chief John Ferraro Ferraro was

sworn in December, 1981. Before
he became chief in 2005, he served
as a detective for several years, a
position he says he found
"rewarding." He was promoted to
sergeant and then lieutenant of the
bureau. Ferraro returned to "the
road" for a short while and was
promoted to captain of the
detective bureau.

Dems Endorse English,
Williams and Sorrentino

The South Plainfield Demo-
cratic Committee unanimously
endorsed Michael English as their
candidate for mayor and Jeffrey
Williams and John Sorrentino for
council candidates in this
November's election.

SPJBC Kicks Off 57th
Season With Parade

The South Plainfield Junior
Baseball Club held its opening day
ceremonies April 10 under sunny
skies. Volunteers spent many hours

• readying the fields after the
extensive damage from numerous
winter snowstorms and recent
heavy rains.

The festivities began at
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Roosevelt School with the players
marching to the ballfields in new
uniforms and displaying their
team banners.

South Plainfield High School Players
Drama Club recently presented the
hit musical. Cabaret. The students
performed March 25-28.

Voters Reject the BOE
Budget, Elect Three

South Plainfield voters rejected
the proposed Board of Education
2011/2012 budget. The final vote
was 2,096-1,398. If approved
property taxes would have
increased by apprQximately
$100.34.

Incumbent Debbie Boyle
received the largest number of
votes, 2,131, while newcomers
Chris Hubner received 1,930 and
Gary Stevenson got 1,901.

The borough council will now
have the option to make spending
cuts to the budget.

Brembt Appointed
Acting Police Chief

Captain
Paul Brembt

i was named
acting chief of
police in
April.

Brembt will
I head up the
' department

Paul Brempt

The Year in Renew
The Observer takes a look back

at the stories that made news in 2010.
until Ferraro's retirement is official
on August 1. Brembt has been
with the department for 25 years.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Truck Committee Asks
Council For Funding

Borough Council members
disagreed over whether to put an
ordinance on the agenda at the
April 19 meeting to borrow
money to fund permit applications
for the Hollywood Avenue Bypass
or to wait on the possibility of
obtaining grant money.

The cost of the permit applica-
tion is $195,000; approximately
$75,000 has already been set aside
in the budget for this purpose.

Plainfield Superintendent
Charged with Theft

The Plainfield schools superin-
tendent and two assistants were
charged with stealing more than
$10,000 worth of educational
services by providing false
documents to send two Perth
Amboy children to school in
South Plainfield.

Steven Gallon, a South Plainfield
resident, was charged with
conspiring to commit theft by
deception, theft by deception as an
accomplice and false swearing.

His assistants, Angela G. Kemp,

assistant superintendent in
Plainfield, and Lalelei Kelly, who
had worked as the district's
coordinator of assessment, data
collection and school improve-
ment, were also charged.

Council Urges Library to
Surrender Surplus

The Borough Council passed a
resolution on April 19 asking the
library board to return 10% of its
$1.7M surplus ($170,000) to
provide tax relief to the borough.
In making the request, the council
noted that every department was
asked to cut costs by 10% and
"efforts to cut costs should apply
to all departments, agencies and
boards, including the Library
Board of Trustees."

Tiger 24 Benefits
Families in Need

Tiger 24, a favorite event with
high school srudents, was held on
April 24. Tiger 24 is a multifaceted
outdoor event which offers fun
for everyone-athlete, spectator or
just friends looking to socialize.

The event, which benefits
families in need, began with runners
and walkers assembling at the Jost
Field track. Each participant wore a
number aiding Tiger 24 volunteers

BRENDA VALLECILLA
f+SBfk Attorney At Law

300 Maple Ave, Suite 201 • South Plainfield
908-756-2173

Wills/Real Estate/Traffic Tickets/Personal Injury'
Divorce/Child Support/Name Changes

Mention this ad far FREE consultation * — t ^ j ,

Call for an appointment; Evenings and Saturdays available

Brenda VaSeci a

to keep track of their progress
throughout the day and evening.

The Athletic Booster Club was
on hand selling hamburgers, hot
dogs, cold drinks and snacks.
Proceeds were donated to Tiger 24.

Bus Company Contamination
Investigation Underway

The Borough Council approved
an ordinance appropriating
$111,609 in state funds for a
remedial investigation of the old
Suburban Transit Bus Company
site on New Market Avenue at its
March 15 meeting. The property
was purchased in December 2006
with a hold harmless agreement
signed by former Mayor Daniel
Gallagher.

The borough intends to apply
for another grant to clean up the
site, according to CFO Glenn
Cullen. The borough also
relinquished claims to property

• surrounding the site on Rio and

Pulaski streets and Anthony
Avenue at its April 5 meeting. The
entire area will be used in the
future by the Recreation Depart-
ment's Ponytail Softball Club.

GOP Chooses Anesh,
McConville and Rusnak

The South Plainfield Republi-
cans have officially announced this
year's candidates, who will be led
by Council President Matt Anesh,
the party's candidate for mayor.
Joining Anesh will be incumbent
Councilmen Tim McConville and
Ray Rusnak, who will be seeking
re-election to three-year terms.

Council Cuts $1.25M
From BOE Budget

The Borough Council voted
unanimously to recommend a
reduction of $1.25M in the tax
levy as a result of the defeated

(Continued on page S)
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school budget, along with an
addendum recommending further
reductions totaling $725,000,
at a special meeting.

The $53M school budget was
overwhelmingly defeated in the
April 20 school elections by a vote
of 2,096 to 1,398.

SP Man Indicted in
Labor Day Attack

A South Plainfield man has been
indicted on charges stemming from
the attack of a borough employee,
whose neck was cut on Labor Day.

Anthony K. Cole, 24, of Wool-
worth Avenue in South Plainfield,
was charged with attempted murder,
unlawful possession of a weapon,
possession of a weapon for an
unlawful purpose and hindering his
apprehension or prosecution.

Kennedy Students •
Perform at Forum Theater

Kennedy Elementary School
students Tala and Dina Abdeljaber,
Dania Mohtadi and Skylar
Davisson had the distinction of
performing in Walt Disney's'
Cinderella Kids at the Forum
Theater in Metuchen.

* * * * * * *
2010 Municipal
Budget Introduced

The 2010 municipal budget was
introduced'at the Borough Council
meeting on May 17. If passed,
residents will see a reduction in the
municipal portion of their
property tax bill. According to
Councilman Ray Rusnak, a
property with an assessed value of
$122,500 will see a decrease of
$178 from 2009.

Ihe Observer tefes a look tack
at the stoiifs fftut msie news in 20.10,

Junior Journalist Hailey Brooke
Medina accepts the Ruth Kurtand
Memorial Award ($1,000 savings
bond) at the seventh annual Junior
Journalist banquet on May 12.

BOE Accepts S1.25M in
Cuts, Adopts Budget

Two days after me Borough
Council voted unanimously to
recommend cutting S1.25M from
the defeated $52,299,264 school
budget, the BOE approved the
council's recommendations and
formally adopted the 2010/2011
budget.

Memorial Day Ceremonies

Members of the VFW and the
American Legion were joined by
South Plainfield officials, Boy
Scout Troops 125 and 207, past
and present high school band
students and local residents in
honoring the servicemen and
women who lost their lives while
serving their country.

The ceremonies began at the
VFW and continued on to the
three local cemeteries and the
Senior Center, and concluded at the
American Legion.

Zoning Board Rejects
Plans for Library Move

The Zoning Board of
Adjustment voted unanimously
not to approve the Library Board
of Trustees' request to relocate the
library to 901 Montrose Ave. Set
in an area zoned for industrial use
and currently housing three
businesses, Zoning Board
Chairman Alex Barletta objected to
the application based on safety
concerns due to the lack of
sidewalks and the location next to
neighboring industrial businesses.

The Library Board can appeal
the board's decision.

Three Nominated to
Hall of Fame

Three South Plainfield High
School graduates were added this
spring to the school's Hall of Fame.
The 2010 nominees are Ellen
Decker-Lorys, Cheryl Hughes and
Rev. John Graf, Jr. The three were
honored at a luncheon on June 2.

Franklin Flag Dedication
Honors Former Student

Flag Day, June 14, would have
been Sergeant Trista Moretti's 30th

<2b all who chose to heCpus with our
JfoCicCayfood drive, making it a
compCete success...

from

: _ : - " r • , i w .

birthday, and the Franklin School
PTO chose the day to honor the
former student with a formal
dedication of the addition of a
flagpole and flag to the school's
Trista Moretti Memorial Garden.

Future Stars Graduate

Future Stars Preschool held the
30th annual promotion
ceremonies for eight classes of
four-year-olds on June 7.

BOE Votes Against
Raises for Administrators

The Board of Education voted
not to increase the salary of
Assistant Superintendent of
Instruction Dr. Lorraine Cella and
Business Administrator/Board
Secretary Richard Guarini at the
June 16 meeting.

The approximately 1.5 percent
increase was intended to offset the
1.5 percent that would be taken
out of their salary to pay for their
health insurance.

SPHS Principal Retires
Dr. Ken May, principal of SPHS,

retired on July 1. Dr. May came to
the district as assistant principal in

1987 after
working for
16 years as a
math teacher,
math depart-
department
head and
K-12

supervisor.
He also .

Dr. Ken May coached

football, soccer, basketall and track
in three different districts-Scotch
Plains Rahway and Westwood-
Washington Township Regional
School in Bergen Councty.

Many accademic initiatives were
introduced by Dr. May over the
years he served in the district.

BOE Restores Adult
School, Freshman Sports

Co-curricular activities, the Adult
High School and two secretaries,
along with other items which were
originally cut from the Board of
Education school budget adopted
in April, will be restored.

The board also voted to restore
all freshman sports, winter track,
competition cheerleading and the
swim team, at the June 29 meeting.

The board dedicated a maximum
of $25,000 to update technology
software. High school and middle
school team leaders may also be
restored.

School Resource Officer
Detective Darby Retiring

Detective James Darby retired
from the South Plainfield Police
force after 25 years as a police
officer.

He began his career in Green
Brook then came to South

- f Plainfield
if in 1994,

WKtW'\i<& pending
:>st of his

career as a
decorated
detective
in the
department.

Darby
held the

James Darby position of
School Resource Officer in 2009/
2010. His duties included
patrolling the halls and grounds of
the high school, middle school,
Grant School, and occasionally, he
would visit the elementary schools.

It was a position created as part
of shared services with the Borough
of South Plainfield.

Continued in Next
Weeks Observer
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Middle School First Quarter Honor Roll

Kennedy School teachers and staff filled Christmas stockings
with candy, books, toys, mittens and gloves to donate to the
New York City Relief organization. The entire staff contributed
money, items and small gifts toward the 144 stockings which
are then distributed to needy children in the New York City,
Newark and Elizabeth areas.

WHAT'S GOING ON IN MY TOWN

FROM A BUSY BUSY MOM

The entire school district will have
an early dismissal for a teachers Pro-
fessional Day on Wednesday, Jan. 12
and will be dosed on Monday,.Jan.
17 in observance of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day.

Grant School will be visited by
Hero and Cool Kids high school peer
leaders on Wednesday, Jan. 19.

Franklin School Market Day pick
up is Monday, Jan. 10 from 3 to 4
p.m.

Kennedy School will host a Charac-
ter Counts Rally at 2 p.m. on Friday,
Jan. 7 (wear red), and an author as-
sembly on Tuesday, Jan. 11. Region
11 band and orchestra auditions will
beheld at the middle school on Sat-
urday, Jan. 29.

Riley School PTSO meeting is on
Monday, Jan. 10 at 7:30 p.m.

Roosevelt School PTO meeting is
on Tuesday, Jan. 4 at 7 p.m.; school
store is Thursday, Jan. 6; Student of
the Month (caring) is Monday, Jan.
10; Spirit Day Change Your Name
Day is Friday, Jan. 14; PTO Go for
the Stars assembly A.M. is Tuesday,
Jan. 18; Multicultural Day is Friday,
Jan. 28.

Thank you to Eileen Brady and Su-
zanne Butrico for distributing the Joe
Corbi and Yankee Candle fundraising
items at the Middle School and to
Suzanne Butrico arid Jen Falcone for
packing and distributing the School
Spirit Wear fundraiser.

Congratulations to newly-elected
South Plainfield Business Association
officers, President Nancy Grennier,
Vice President Marge Reedy, Secre-
tary Tom Stillman, Treasurer Carolyn
Allen and Financial Secretary Shan-
non JefFerys. The association hosted
a holiday breakfast at Sherban's Diner
which was a huge success. Thank you
to all businesses for their continued
participation.

Please watch for the Saturday, Feb.
12 middle school PTO basketball
fundraiser at 3 p.m. at the high school

which will be held in conjunction
with the South Plainfield Police De-
partment. Funds will be donated to
resident Gerald Bartolotti, who was
seriously injured in a horrific truck
accident. To participate in the fund-
raiser, hosted by the school teachers
and other staff wishing to join in,
please contact Officer Lloyd McNelly
or PTO President Debbie Boyle at
(908) 803-1573. Tickets will be on
sale shortly.

The middle school PTO blood
drive, along with the high school
Student Council and Advisor Tony
Encinas, will take place on Tuesday,
April 11 in the high school gym. The
blood drive will also benefit Gerald
Bartolotti, who has used over 100
pints of blood to date.

The high school Student Leader-
ship program and advisors Maria
Vandermark and Tony Encinas hosted
the annual senior citizens luncheon on
D'ecember 21. It commenced with a
concert by the band and chorus. It
was a wonderful day of giving back
to the community. Interim Principal
Tony Massaro requested that next year
the group also reach out to various
senior housing groups in town.

A huge thank you to all those who
participated in the South Plainfield
Education Foundation telethon. The
students raised $6,600 in pledges.
Thank you to Interim Superintendent
Dr. Gary Bowen, Interim Principal
Tony Massaro and Vice Principal
Ralph Errico for your support in mak-
ing this telethon a reality, which was
a huge undertaking in itself.

Another huge thank you to Interim
Superintendent Dr. Bowen, Interim
Principal Massaro and the vice prin-
cipals for helping the school turn
around and become a better place.

Mr. Massaro, your presence has
provided an overwhelming feeling of
security to the staff and the students.
The students themselves have offered
those statements of congratulations.

Eighth Grade High Honor Roll
Jhordanne B. Anderson, Matthew

S. Belanger, Mark S. Butrico, Vin-
cent P/ Butrico, Melanie D. Cheng,
Danielle M. DeVizio, Hayley A. Dow,
Anthony J. Eggert, Moriah E. Garcia,
Imrin K. Goraya, Jordan T. Handw-
erger, Chelsea J. Housel, Dominika
Kapolka, Paul G. Licato, Matthew C.
Lind, Charlotte R. Macchia, Marcela
D. Naranjo, Het D. Patel, Riya T.
Patel, Kara E. Podlovits, Kenneth
Quin, Brandon T. Rickert, Brian C.
Schillaci, Gina L. Tartza

Eighth Grade Honor Roll
Elizabeth F. Abate, Hannah L.

Abrego, Katie M. Addario, Andrew
J. Akpan, Mansi N. Amin, John R.
Amini, Philip J. Aquilina, Rebecca D.
Armand, Brooke S. Barry, Wiktoria
Blazejowicz, Wesley E. Bowe, Brianna
C. Boyce, Taylor M. Brinks, Xylia

C. Bruff, Nicole T. Bythelli Bertha
L. Calderon, John D. Calvi, Alyssa
B. Capone, Nicholas P. Castagno,
GabrielaM. Castillo, Zaire R. Cone,
Hunter J. Czarnik

Holly A. DeLair, Mike R. Delice,
Kyle J. Dickerson, CJ M. Dudek, Ni-
cole S. Eager, Frank E. Ferraro, John
D. Garcia, Rebecca K. George, Bryan
P Gillen, Cynthia Goyes, Carlos J.
Granados, Christopher J. Graves,
Ashley M. Graver, ShaynaN. Hodge,
Casidhe P. Holoboski, Erin K. Jones,
Alexandra L. Lacasale, Claudia P.
Latchana, Elissa M. MacKenzie, Mat-
thew D. Maher, Jordan F. Mandel,
Gianna M. Marcovecchio, Kayla M.
Massaro, Elizabeth L. McCormick,
Ryan J. McGue, Christopher R.
McNeil, Naomi E. McNeill, Mecca
N. Morrell

Giovanna M. Nolan, Caitlin A.
Nolty, Nina M. Nunez, Kelley M.
O'Brien, John M. O'Sullivan, Dan-

iel L. Pacheco, Richard Pangbom,
Deep R. Patel, Deborah A. Persaud,
Shaquan J. Phillips, Emma M. Pie-
dilato, Susan E. Pipolo, Alexa N.
Plasse, Julia Prokofieva, Sara E.
Reineke, Sarmad A. Rizvi, Elizah A.
Rodriguez, Brianna M. Saffold, Alexis
Salazar, Anthony J. Santone, Allison
J. Scarinci, Leonard J. Scarpitto,
Amanda L. Scofi, Kelly. A. Shea,
Mary K. Simmonds, Arshan Singh,
Karishma K. Singh, Shannon A.
Smith, Nicole K. Sottiriou, Kimberly
S. Stanczak, Jennifer L. Teece, Brett
A. Temple, Jennifer T. Truong, Croldy
A. Veliz, Kasey H. Walsh, Laura A.
Weinberger, KatelynM. Wolak, Oscar
A. Zubieta

Seventh Grade High Honor Roll
Kevin L. Adams, Thalia Alfaresa,

Alexes J. Aquilina, Hemanth K.
Chiluka, Jamie N. Donato, Matthew
R. Gallant, Nicole S. Goitiandia,
Daniel T. Hedden, Marissa A. Mul-
ligan, Naomi N. Nieves, Timothy
P Nuber, Karan Patel, Neel A.Patel,
Michael S. Pratts, Joshua T. Stasenko,
Emily G.Sukenik, SydniMSurowiec,
Miguel M. Velez, Stephanie S. Velez

Seventh Grade Honor Roll
Lisa M. Affinito, Jacob S. Alba,

Trevor D. Bali, Yunitta D. Behari,
Nolan W Berry, Jonathan J. Blanco,
Miranda R. Bourbeau, Jeremy R.
Brown, Michaella A. Butrico, Owen
P Campbell, Vincent Cano, Sarah J.
Cargill, John J. Carone, Gavin A. Cas-
tro, Lindsay E. Celentano, Joshua M.
Chavez, Daniel I. Cherrez, Amanda
L. Ciardiello, Alexandra C. Cruz,
Brian E Cullen, Gina G. Cummings,
Tyler A. Curtis, Gabriella R. Cusick,
Gene P. Decker, Kyle R. DelPaoli

Nicholas J. DiFrancesco, Kath-
erine Dolinski, Amanda J. Duffy,

RaeAnne N. Englert, Hunter N.
Estevez, Marianna A. Fahmy, John J.
Fallet, Madison P. Faustini, Dianne
M. Ferraro, Michael Freddy, Cristian
L. Garcia, Nicholas B. Gavilanes,
Neil Mervin S. Gonzalez, Zackary
E. Gorman, Kaitlyn S. Gray, Nelson
Guo, Robert J. Gwiazda, Nicole K.
Home, Rebecca M. Horvat, Meghan
A. Hughes, Danielle C. Hurst

Kevin J. Jones, Krista L. Kac-
zka, Jouni M. Khalaf, Andrew M.
Kopchak, Christopher L. Kuberiet,
Grayson Lackey, Kim S. Lani, Tony
H. Le, Brianna L. Leonard, Victoria
Liu, Thais E. Lopez, Ethan R.Xyte,
Christopher J. Maszczak, Stefanie R.
Melchiorre, Nathan J. Mensah, Carly
N. Miceli, James Munoz-Morales,
Naome Nabi, Rebecca C. Ng, Julia
Nguyen, Melissa A. Novak

Glenn C. O'Bryant, Jacquelynn G.
Orellana, Jessica M. Ortiz, Luana J.
Palma, Taylor N. Parajon, Jocelyn G.
Paredes, Dhruvkumar G. Patel, Ravi
H. Patel, Kyle E. Patterson, Dion A.
Pender, Ajay P. Persaud, Jason M.
Petriello, George C. Pittenger, Nicho-
las G. Polizzano, Shakeeb Pppal, Kelsy
X. Prins, Rachel Ramagado, Mark A.
Ramjatan, Samantha D. Ratti, Emma
P. Regan, Mason M. Resende, Elijah
E. Robinson, Justin T. Rochotte,
Maximilian L. Rohrer, Alyssa M.
Russo, Nicholas P Ruzicka

Alec V Salvador,, Britteany F.
Santos, Nicholas T. Scalera, Kaitlyn
H. Scarcella, Bryan K' Scipio Jr.,
Katelyn E. Scott, Thomas J. Scott,
Matthew R. Siepmann, Shariya S.
Simpson, Nicholas J. Spadavecchia,
Kirsty Sperr, Daniel C. Sprenger, El-
lie F. Tom, Danny M. Trieu, Lea M.
Wietrzykowski, Anna L. Williams,
Kyle M. Wong, Reece H. Young, Em-
ily R. Zawadski, Georgette P. Zegarra

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL

AUTO BODY AUTO REPAIR

S2KK
AUTO BODY
Export Color Matching ̂ OPtr"?
24HourTowing ™
tifethne Repair Warranty

908-757-1933

ana
3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

Mon-Fri 8-5
Bill 8, Tom

Auto
Complete Foreign & Domestic • TIRES

Auto & Truck Repair • Tune Ups
Oil Changes • Shocks & Suspension
Air Conditioning • Exhaust Systems

Brakes & Front End

235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

m 908-754-8313 M
$8> Fleet Service B 3

ELECTRICAL

OnTimeEleefrieal
Contractor EC

Residential • Industrial • Commercial
No Job Too Small

"908451-3313
OnCall24hrs.

Deliver.

MASSAGE

CENTRAL JERSEY I
Holistic Health Center and Spa /

MASSAGE REREXOLOCY \
HYPNOSIS REIKI

DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT

'Roxanne Cortese, CD.CHP.CMT

2701 Park Avc. So. Plainfield, NJ 070K0

(908)561-1511
By Appointment Only

GUT CERTIFICATES AMI) UIT BASKETS

HEATING & COOLING

LOU FASANO

HEATING & COOLING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

(908)755-9141

n\\ Take
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$l,500
Federal Tax Credit
on High Efficiency

Equipment
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money through Sherwood
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Middle School First Quarter Honor Roll

Kennedy School teachers and staff filled Christmas stockings
with candy, books, toys, mittens arid gloves to donate to the
New York City Relief organization. The entire staff contributed
money, items and small gifts toward the 144 stockings which
are then distributed to needy children in the New York City,
Newark and Elizabeth areas.

BUSY BUSY MOMFROM A
The entire school district will have

an early dismissal for a teachers Pro-
fessional Day on Wednesday, Jan. 12
and will be dosed on Monday,Jan.
17 in observance of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day.

Grant School will be visited by
Hero and Cool Kids high school peer
leaders on Wednesday, Jan. 19.

Franklin School Market Day pick
up is Monday, Jan. 10 from 3 to 4
p.m.

Kennedy School will host a Charac-
ter Counts Rally at 2 p.m. on Friday,
Jan. 7 (wear red), and an author as-
sembly on Tuesday, Jan. 11. Region
11 band and orchestra auditions will
be'held at the middle school on Sat-
urday, Jan. 29.

Riley School PTSO meeting is on
Monday, Jan. 10 at 7:30 p.m.

Roosevelt School PTO meeting is
on Tuesday, Jan. 4 at 7 p.m.; school
store is Thursday, Jan. 6; Student of
the Month (caring) is Monday, Jan.
10; Spirit Day Change Your Name
Day is Friday, Jan. 14; PTO Go for
the Stars assembly A.M. is Tuesday,
Jan. 18; Multicultural Day is Friday,
Jan. 28.

Thank you to Eileen Brady and Su-
zanne Butrico for distributing the Joe
Corbi and Yankee Candle fundraising
items at the Middle School and to
Suzanne Butrico arid Jen Falcone for
packing and distributing the School .
Spirit Wear fundraiser.

Congratulations to newly-elected
South Plainfield Business Association
officers, President Nancy Grennier,
Vice President Marge Reedy, Secre-
tary Tom Stiilnian, Treasurer Carolyn
Allen and Financial Secretary Shan-
non Jefferys. The association hosted
a holiday breakfast at Sherban's Diner
which was a huge success. Thank you
to all businesses for their continued
participation.

Please watch for the Saturday, Feb.
12 middle school PTO basketball
fundraiser at 3 p.m. at the high school

which will be held in conjunction
with the South Plainfield Police De-
partment. Funds will be donated to
resident Gerald Bartolotti, who was
seriously injured in a horrific truck
accident. To participate in the fund-
raiser, hosted by the school teachers
and other staff wishing to join in,
please contact Officer Lloyd McNelly
or PTO President Debbie Boyle at
(908) 803-1573. Tickets will be on
sale shortly.

The middle school PTO blood
drive, along with the high school
Student Council and Advisor Tony
Entinas, will take place on Tuesday,
April 11 in the high school gym. The
blood drive will also benefit Gerald
Bartolotti, who has used over 100
pints of blood to date.

The high school Student Leader-
ship program and advisors Maria
Vandermark and Tony Encinas hosted
the annual senior citizens luncheon on
December 21. It commenced with a
concert by the band and chorus. It
was a wonderful day of giving back
to the community. Interim Principal
Tony Massaro requested that next year
the group also reach out to various
senior housing groups in town.

A huge thank you to all those who
participated in the South Plainfield
Education Foundation telethon. The
students raised $6,600 in pledges.
Thank you to Interim Superintendent
Dr. Gary Bowen, Interim Principal
Tony Massaro and Vice Principal
Ralph Enrico for your support in mak-
ing this telethon a reality, which was
a huge undertaking in itself.

Another huge thank you to Interim
Superintendent Dr. Bowen, Interim
Principal Massaro and the vice prin-
cipals for helping the school turn
around and become a better place.

Mr. Massaro, your presence has
provided an overwhelming feeling of
security to the staff and the students.
The students themselves have offered
those statements of congratulations.
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Eighth Grade High Honor Roll
Jhordanne B. Anderson, Matthew

S. Belanger, Mark S. Butrico, Vin-
cent F Butrico, Melanie D. Cheng,
Danielle M. DeVizio, Hayley A. Dow,
Anthony J. Eggert, Moriah E. Garcia,
Imrin K. Goraya, Jordan T. Handw-
erger, Chelsea J. Housel, Dominika
Kapolka, Paul G. Licato, Matthew C.
Lind, Charlotte R. Macchia, Marcela
D. Naranjo, Het D. Patel, Riya T.
Patel, Kara E. Podlovits, Kenneth
Quin, Brandon T. Rickert, Brian C.
Schillaci, Gina L. Tartza

Eighth Grade Honor Roll
Elizabeth F. Abate, Hannah L.

Abrego, Katie M. Addario, Andrew
J. Akpan, Mansi N. Amin, John R.
Amini, Philip J. Aquilina, Rebecca D.
Armand, Brooke S. Barry, Wiktoria
Blazejowicz, Wesley E.Bowe, Brianna

C. Boyce, Taylor M. Brinks, Xylia
. C. Bruff, Nicole T. Bythell, Bertha
L. Calderon, John D. Calvi, Alyssa *
B. Capone, Nicholas P. Castagno,
GabrielaM. Castillo, Zaire R. Cone,
Hunter J. Czarnik

Holly A. DeLair, Mike R. Delice,
Kyle J. Dickerson, CJ M. Dudek, Ni-
cole S. Eager, Frank E. Ferraro, John
D. Garcia, Rebecca K. George, Bryan
P. Gillen, Cynthia Goyes, Carlos J.
Granados, Christopher J. Graves,
Ashley M. Gruver, ShaynaN. Hodge,
Casidhe P. Holoboski, Erin K. Jones,
Alexandra L. Lacasale, Claudia P.
Latchana, ElissaM. MacKenzie, Mat-
thew D. Maher, Jordan E Mandel,
Gianna M. Marcovecchio, Kayla M.
Massaro, Elizabeth L. McCormick,
Ryan J. McGue, Christopher R.
McNeil, Naomi E. McNeill, Mecca
N. Morrell

Giovanna M. Nolan, Caitlin A.
Nolty, Nina M. Nunez, Kelley M.
O'Brien, John M. O'Sullivan, Dan-

iel L. Pacheco, Richard Pangborn,
Deep R. Patel, Deborah A. Persaud,
Shaquan J. Phillips, Emma M. Pie-
dilato, Susan E, Pipolo, Alexa N.
Plasse, Julia Prokofieva, Sara E.
Reineke, Sarmad A. Rizvi, Elizah A.
Rodriguez, Brianna M. Saffold, Alexis
Salazar, Anthony, J. Santone, Allison
J. Scarinci, Leonard J. Scarpitto,
Amanda L. Scofi, Kelly A. Shea,
Mary K. Simmonds, Arshan Singh,
Karishma K. Singh, Shannon A.
Smith, Nicole K. Sotnriou, Kimberly
S. Stanczak, Jennifer L. Teece, Brett
A. Temple, Jennifer! Truong, Croldy
A. Veliz, Kasey H. Walsh, Laura A.
Weinberger, KatelynM. Wolak, Oscar
A. Zubieta

Seventh Grade High Honor Roll
Kevin L. Adams, Thalia Alfaresa,

Alexes J. Aquilina, Hemanth K.
Chiluka, Jamie N. Donato, Matthew
R. Gallant, Nicole S. Goitiandia,
Daniel T. Hedden, Marissa A. Mul-
ligan, Naomi N. Nieves, Timothy
P. Nuber, Karan Patel, Ned A.Patel,
Michael S. Pratts, Joshua T. Stasenko,
Emily G.Sukenik, SydniM.Surowiec,
Miguel M. Velez, Stephanie S. Velez

Seventh Grade Honor Roll
Lisa M. Affinito, Jacob S. Alba,

Trevor D. Bali, Yunitta D. Behari,
Nolan W Berry, Jonathan J. Blanco,
Miranda R. Bourbeau, Jeremy R.
Brown, Michaella A. Butrico, Owen
P. Campbell, Vincent Cano, Sarah J.
Cargill, John J. Carone, Gavin A. Cas-
tro, Lindsay E. Celentano, Joshua M.
Chavez, Daniel I. Cherrez, Amanda
L. Ciardiello, Alexandra C. Cruz,
Brian F. Cullen, Gina G. Cummings,
Tyler A. Curtis, Gabriella R. Cusick,
Gene E Decker, Kyle R. DelPaoli

Nicholas J. DiFrancesco, Kath-
erine Dolinski, Amanda J. Duffy,

RaeAnne N. Englert, Hunter N.
Estevez, Marianna A. Fahmy, John J.
Fallet, Madison P. Faustini, Dianne
M. Ferraro, Michael Freddy, Cristian
L. Garcia, Nicholas B. Gavilanes,
Neil Mervin S. Gonzalez, Zackary
E. Gorman, Kaitlyn S. Gray, Nelson
Guo, Robert J. Gwiazda, Nicole It.
Home, Rebecca M. Horvat, Meghan
A. Hughes, Danielle C. Hurst

Kevin J. Jones, Krista L. Kac-
zka, Jouni M. Khalaf, Andrew M.
Kopchak, Christopher L. Kuberiet,
Grayson Lackey, Kim S. Lairi, Tony
H. Le, Brianna L. Leonard, Victoria
Liu, Thais E. Lopez, Ethan R. Lyte,
Christopher J. Maszczak, Stefanie R.
Melchiorre, Nathan J. Mensah, Carly
N. Miceli, James Munoz-Morales,
Naome Nabi, Rebecca C. Ng, Julia
Nguyen, Melissa A. Novak

Glenn C. O'Bryant, Jacquelynn G.
Orellana, Jessica M. Ortiz, Luana J.
Palma, Taylor N. Parajon, Jocelyn G.
Paredes, Dhruvkumar G. Patel, Ravi
H. Patel, Kyle E. Patterson, Dion A,
Pender, Ajay P. Persaud, Jason M.
Petriello, George C. Pittenger, Nicho-
las G. Polizzano, Shakeeb Pppal, Kelsy
X. Prins, Rachel Ramagado, Mark A.
Ramjatan, Samantha D. Ratti, Emma
P. Regan, Mason M. Resende, Elijah
E. Robinson, Justin T. Rochotte,
Maximilian L. Rohrer, Alyssa M.
Russo, Nicholas P. Rnzicka

Alec V. Salvador,. Britteany F.
Santos, Nicholas T Scalera, Kaitlyn
H. Scarcella, Bryan Ki Scipio Jr.,
Katelyn E. Scott, Thomas J. Scott,
Matthew R. Siepmann, Shariya S.
Simpson, Nicholas J. Spadavecchia,
Kirsty Sperr, Daniel C. Sprenger, El-
lie F. Tom, Danny M. Trieu, Lea M.
Wietrzykowski, Anna L. Williams,
Kyle M. Wong, Reece H. Young, Em-
ily R. Zawadski, Georgette P. Zegarra

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL

AUTO BODY AUTO REPAIR
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AUTO BODY
Expert Color Matching ̂ l p
24HourTowing W
Ufeflme Repair Warranty

908-757-1933

3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield
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Mon-Fri 8-5

Bill & Tom

Auto
Complete Foreign & Domestic • TIRES

Auto & Truck Repair • Tune Ups
Oil Changes • Shocks & Suspension
Air Conditioning • Exhaust Systems

• Brakes & Front End

235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

908-754-8313
W Fleet Service LaaJ

ELECTRICAL

On Time Electrical
Contractor IXC

ResidentM'Industrial'Commeraal
No Job Too Small

"908^51-3313
OnCall24hrs.
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MASSAGE HEATING & COOLING

5H
Holistic Health Center and Spa /

MASSACE REFLEXOLOCY \
HYPNOSIS REIK1

DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT

Roxanne Cortese. CD,CHP,CMT

2701 Park Ave. So. PlainfieW, NJ 07080

(908)561-1511
By Appoinlment Only
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LOUFASAN.O .

HEATING & COOLING, INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

(908)755-9141
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on High Efficiency
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Schedule your pool closing now!

.McCarthy Contractors.
[Complete Pool Maintenance & Repair

' k Pools-Ponds-Water Features .
WE SELL S INSTALL SAFETY COVERS

AND DO LINER CHANGES

For advertising or subscription information, stop in
our office at mo Hamilton Boulevard or call 908-668-0010.

Moretti Realty
Put youi trust in a Realtor

who can get the most Evelyn
money through Sherwood

knowledge & experience! Broker-
Associate

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext 313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sherwoode@morettireaHy.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

Prudential
New Jersey Properties*'

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resident
For Over 39 Years
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(732) 653-0322
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The Plainfields' Chapter of UNICO National recently held its
annual pig roast event at the Italian-American Club in Scotch
Plains, drawing hundreds of people for a great night out for
a good cause, and good food. Frank Licato (left), head chef,
prepares the food for the evening's event. He is joined by T.J.
LaMarca and Frank Licato, Jr.

In My Opinion

zarion. Yet his letter left that out. I
encourage Joe to join us in urging
the MCUA to rescind that increase.
Since the MCUA is an all-Democrat
board, Joe's clout might actually
help us get them to do that. Please,
Joe, join us in working to get the
MCUA rescind, what in my mind,
is an unreasonable increase.

I know Joe also criticized the
borough's finances, but I want to
remind him that South Plainfield
Just saw its financial rating upgraded,
and it's happened at a time when,
according to the Star Ledger, other
towns are seeing their bond ratings
downgraded. South Plainfield was
one of the few towns in the state
to be recognized (for its improved
financial management.

Last time the Democrats were in
the minority on the council, Joe and

his team (including the mayor and
Councilwoman Buteas) refused to
work with anyone and said "no" to
everything. I hope that's not going
to happen again. It's not good for
anyone. I urge them to look at the
better example set by one of their fel-
low Democrats, Councilman Franky
Salerno, who has tried to work in a
bipartisan manner on several issues.
Franky can serve as a role model for
his fellow Democrats.

In the spirit of goodwill and the
Christmas season, Fm extending the
olive branch and saying to Joe and his
party, "Let's work together." Every
town in the state is facing difficult
challenges, and South Plainfield is no
exception. Just imagine what we can
do if we work together.

COUNCILMAN

TIM MCCONVILLE

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS-SOUTH
Plainfield area part time. Must have car and
Home phone. Call (201) 795-9890.

FRANKLIN SCHOOL AREA-Lost female
cat, long black hair, small In size. Please call
Jean Sherwood at (908) 756-2548 (home) or
(908) 346-7667 (cell phone).

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUY NEW JERSEY FOR $495! Place your
25-word classified ad in over 125 NJ news-
papers!- Call Diane Trent at 609-406-0600
ext.24, email dtrent@njpa.org or visit www.
njpa.org. (Nationwide placement available)
Ask About our TRI-BUY package to reach NY,
NJ and PA!

FREE ADT-Monitored Home Security System &
a $100 VISA Gift Card from Security Choice.
Find Out How! Call Today. 1-877-334-5640

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. 1 -877-873-1598
AUTOS WANTED 2000 and Up-CASH PAID!
Honda, Toyota, Nissans, SUV's and Jeeps. All
vehicles WANTED. 24 hr. CASH Pick-up. Any

condition. 732-496-1633

Please DONATE your car. 1-800-692-1221
CHILDRENS HOPE CHARITIES Tax deductible-
free pickup-any condition. Also receive gift
certificate for each car donated. Help Us, Help
Children.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! Place
your 25 word Classified ad in over 125 news-
papers throughout NJ for $495. Contact Diane
Trent 609-406-0600 ext. 24. www.nipa.org

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own Local
Candy Route! 25 Machines and Candy All for
$9995.877-915-8222. A|l Major Credit Cards
Accepted!

CREDIT CARD RELIEF * * * * FREE CONSULTA-
TION * * * * Save Thousands of Dollars Out.Of
Debt In Months - NOT Years! Avoid Bankruptcy
NOT A High Priced Consolidation Company Or
A Consumer Credit Counseling Program CALL
CREDIT CARD RELIEF 866-479-5353 Not
Available in All States

SHARI'S BERRIES - Mouthwatering gourmet
strawberry gifts fresh for the Holidays! 100%
satisfaction guaranteed. Delivered nationwide.
SAVE 20% on Dipped Berries! Visit www.ber-
ries.com/smiles or Call 1-888-475-1938
RED ENVELOPE - Unique & Personalized
Gifts for All Your Friends & Family! Starting at
$19.95. Visitwww.redenvelope.com/dazzlefor
an extra 20% off or Call 1-888-474-1512
VONAGE Unlimited Calls in U.S. & 60 Coun-
tries! NO ANNUAL CONTRACT! $14.99 For 3
Months! Then ONLY $25.99/mo. Plus FREE
Activation. Call 888-813-3989

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Cherry Bedroom Set Solid Wood, never used,
brand new in factory boxes. English Dovetail.
Original Cost $4500. Sell for$895. Can Deliver,
call Tom 201-210-8721.

LEATHER LIVING ROOM SET. In original plas-
tic, never used. Original price $3000. Sacrifice
$975. Can deliver. Call Bill 732-649-7012

H.WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS

Driver: CDL-A Tis The Season for providing
all the extras to our drivers! Bonuses, Miles,
Equipment. $500 Sign-On for Flatbed. CDL-A,
TWIC Card and Good driving Record. Western
Express. 866-863-4117.

To place a classified ad,
call 908-668-0010

by noon on Monday.

MISCELLANEOUS

NEED TO REACH THE PRESS? Send us your
press release and we'll do the rest! Fee. Call
Diane Trent at 609-406-0600 ext.24,email
dtrent@njpa.oro or visit www.njpa.org.
Reach over 1.4 Million Households! Place your
2x2 Display Ad in over 120 NJ weekly news-
papers for ONLY $1250. Call Diane Trent at
609-406-0600 ext.24,email dtrent@njpa.org
or visit www.njpa.org. (Nationwide placement
available) Ask About our TRI-BUY package to

reach NY, NJ and PA!

DISH - BEST OFFER EVER! $24.99/mo (for 1
year.) 120+ Channels, FREE HD! FREE DVR
Upgrade! PLUS, Call NOW & SAVE Over $380!
CALL 1-888-843-1073. ^ _ i

CASH FOR GOLD. Sell your Gold Jewelry. Re-
quest Your FREE Kit. Cash In 24 Hours. 1 -877-
739-0184

AIRL|NES ARE HIRING. Train for high paying
Aviation Career. FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 877-
564-4204

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE FROM HOME.
•Medical, "Business, 'Paralegal, 'Account-
ing, "Criminal Justice. Job placement assis-
tance. Computer available. Financial Aid if
qualified. Call 888-220-5975 www.Centura-
0nline.com

Male Enhancement-FDA Vacuum Pumps, Tes-
tosterone, Viagra, Cialis, for Free Brochures,
(619) 294-7777, (code New Jersey) www.
drjoelkaplan.com (Discounts Available)

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.njpublicnotices.com - Subscribe to re-
ceive automatic notices: sheriff sales, foreclo-
sures, RFR bids for schools, town meetings,
variances.etc.

Looking for statewide coverage
for your classified ad?

Statewide Classified Advertising Network
(SCAN) enables you to reach more than 2 mil-
lion households in the state by placing your
classified advertisement through the New Jer-
sey Press Association (NJPA) in the more than
125 New Jersey daily and weekly newspapers.
For more information, call 908-668-0010.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/

COINS-GOLD WANTED FLOORING/CARPETING Fl N ANCIAL/TAXES

WE 5UY YOUR UNWANTED
GOLD & GOLD JEWELRY

Wealso buy all U.S. and Foreign Coinage/Paper Money,

^ ;PrecbusMet2lBullion,SteriingSilver&.VintageSportscards.

South Plainfield resident
for eight years

9 AM to 0 PM

www.gynandroidhead.com

II come to you & provide a free verbal appraisal. Call for details.

" Residential & Commercial

"We'll Bring Our Mobile Store to your Front Door"*

M Y WAY CARPET

MyWayCarpeLcom AND FLOORING! 1-877-699-2922
T 1-908-757-3470

».Fine-AntS-Sing.eom 0 % No intrest, No payments for 1 year

PADGETT
PADGETT BUSINESS SERVICES'

WHERE YOUR SUCCESS TAKES ROOT"
Accounting Tod&y 2009 Top 1OO Firm

Business and Personal Taxes •

Payroll • Financial Reporting

Don Duffy, MBA - Owner
South Plainfield, NJ

(908) 668-6906 .
djJufly@smallbizpros.CQm

Call for a FREE Consultation!

PAVING & MASONRY PARTS & EQUIPMENT PLUMBING

Driveways • Parking Lots 'Seal Coating • Pavers • Wallstone
Slate • Bluestone • Excavating • Foundations • BlockWork

Cultured Stone • Drainage • Water Proofing
• 3RD GENERATION IN BUSINESS I I

908-668-8434

P/H PACTS & EQUIPMENT

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DEALER!

CATERING TO: CONTRACTORS,

LANDSCAPERS, HOMEOWNERS

B I L L I C H ,

2SO Mack Place, South Plainfield

908-822-9828
(9CS-736-7C96 fax).

License
#8741

Professional
3lumbing, Heatiw

& Cooling, Inc.

{908)561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY

REAL ESTATE ROOFING SNOW REMOVAL WINDOWS

www.loediegnanrealestate.com

"Nobody knows
South Plainfield

like Joe Diegnqn."

Morielti Realty

(908)755-5300x315
Eves; (908) 756-9123

Email: OiegnanJ@moriettireaHv.CDin. Joseph Diegnan

Realtor-Associate & Lifetime South Plainfield resident

225 Maple A»e., South Plainfield, NJ 97080

Prudential
New Jersey Properties

Cynthia "Guancione" Freund
Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate

Cell 908-447-6980
Bus 732-494-7677

3 Amboy Avenue
1 Metuchea Nl 08840

com

Since 1960

J.T. PENYAK
ROOFING

908-753-4222
www.penyakrobfing.com j

3571 KENNEDY ROAD
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ O7O8O

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SANDING - SALTING

• Office Buildings
* Apartment & Condo Complexes

• Retail Stores

'Schools and Churches
-Sign up now for 24 hour service-

908-756-7272

Art's ^
Window Service

TCtotdiuM and Vaau

Phone (732)849-0767
Cell (848) 391-1435

Fully Insured & Licenced
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Kennedy Students Celebrate the Holiday
Season at Seniors Holiday Luncheon
By Jean Fultz

Fourth grade students from Ken-
nedy School attended the annual holi-
day luncheon at the Senior Center
on December 19. The students, all
members of the student council, were
accompanied by Kennedy School
teacher, Alicia Vurchio.

"We wanted to do something to
help the community this holiday sea-
son, so I reached out to Kevin Hughes
[senior center director] to ask how the
students could get involved," Vurchio
said. Hughes suggested the students
attend the luncheon and serve as
"waiters" to bring soft drinks, tea and
coffee to die seniors, and help clean
up and clear the tables when the
luncheon was over.

Guests began arriving early, and by
1 p.m. the tables were just about full.
Hughes then welcomed everyone to
the luncheon, and acknowledged the
volunteers who came out on a Sun-
day to set up the room and serve the
food: Sandy Connelly, Lillian Smith,
Linda Fiore and Angelo Paradise He
introduced the entertainers for the af-
ternoon, Jimmy Eldridge and Ray
Rothstein of The Jimmy Ray Band,
and then introduced the students.

The students drew table numbers
one at a time, allowing the guests
from that table to move to the buffet
line. The food was provided by
Sunnyside Deli in Edison and in-
cluded chicken francese, tortellini
alfredo, ravioli, hot roast beef, roasted
vegetables and potatoes, and assorted
sandwiches.

Among the more than 100 seniors
who attended were a group of friends
at table three: Marge Sheldon, Dotty
King, Betty Muglia, Mary Kmosko,
Wilma Zielinski, Deanna Sinclair,
Jennie Jankoski and Estelle Switzer.

Rose Boccia, Fran Strobeck, Councilmen Ray Rusnak and Rob Bengivenga

Dotty King, Betty Muglia, Mary Kmosko, Wiima Zielinski, Marge Sheldon,
Deanna Sinclair, Jennie Jankoski, Estelle Switzer

"We attend the luncheon every
year, the same group, and our table is
always the last to be called," laughed
Sheldon, who jumped up and waved
when her table number was finally
called to the buffet line.

Anesh to Take Oath as Mayor
(Continued from page 1)
ad hoc committee to advance the
Hollywood Extension through the NJ
DEP permit process; finalize borough
labor contracts that balance the needs
of employees with the current eco-
nomic reality and the 2% cap; work
with the Library Board, council and
the Library Committee to advance the
planning of the future of the library;
improve the infrastructure through the
development of a multi-year road main-
tenance program; advocate for the con-
tinued expansion of the Safe Streets, Safe
Kids program; continue to expand and

leverage shared services opportunities
and conduct a review of public safety
needs and the development of a multi-
year capital replacement program.

"I'm looking forward to serving
all of the residents of South Plainfield
over, the next four years," Anesh said.
"I'm truly honored to have the op-
portunity to serve my hometown in
this capacity."

Appointments to various boards
and commissions will also be an=
nounccd at the January 2 meeting,
and those members will be sworn in.

The public is invited to attend.

Knights Youth Free Throw Championship
13 and 14 is from 10-11 a.m. Boys
ages 12,13 and 14 is 11 a.m. to noon.

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 is sponsor-
ing the annual youth free throw cham-
pionship on Sunday, Jan. 9. Boys and
girls ages 10 to 14 are invited to partici-
pate in the local level of competition.

Registration is at 8:30 a.m. in the
Sacred Heart School gymnasium. The
competition starts-at 9 a.m. for boys
and girls ages 10 and 11. Girls ages 12,

All contestants on the local level
are recognized for their participation
in the event. Participants are required
to furnish proof of age (birth certifi-
cate) and written parental consent.

For more information, call Robbi
Matusz at (973) 534-6447.

Submitted by Joe Scrudttto

Jimmy Eldridge and Ray Rothstein,
The Jimmy Ray Band

WANTED!
HEATING OIL
CUSTOMERS

RG Fuel Oil
908-930-6678
Low Cost Heating Oil

Delivered 7 Days a Week!
Full Service!

No Contracts!
South Plainfield, NJ

Follow the tips and downs ot the borough
in the Observer, an independent news-
paper for South Plainfield. Send check
or money order for $29.95/one year
(out-of-town-$34.95) to: South Plainlield
Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B,
South Plainfield, NJ07080. Wealsoaccept
Visa and Mastercard.

Plainfield

Questions? Call 908-668-0010

• Please start my home delivery.
Name

Address

City, State, Zip _

Mastercard/Visa # _ Expiration Date _

Fourth Grade Kenndy School Student Council members attend the holiday
luncheon at the Senior Center. The student council consists of members
Ryan Boettcher-vice president, Michael Marrero-secretary, Taylor Santamaria-
treasurer, Anthony Barge, Patrick Both, Ryan Carey, Ryan DeGroot, Lynda
Farinella, Mackenzie Hall, Chance Jones, Olivia Leonardis, Brittany Olsen,
Sarah Singh and Brianna Spadavecchia. Not pictured are teacher, Alicia
Vurchio and the student council president.

Fourth Grade Kennedy School student Brianna Spadavecchia serves Lu
Mack and Barbara Napoleon their drinks at the senior luncheon.

Heating & Cooling
Commercial & Residential - _ _ , . , » ,
Air Conditioning & Heating f§Si'/i'/lf,
Sales • Service • Installation

Take advantage j
FREE HUMIDIFIER
With Installation of New

With this coupon only
cannot be combined

Get 1 5 0 0 Federal Tax Credit

up to s600 NJ cool advantage rebate

up to MOO NJ warm advantage rebate

| can
Federal Tax Credit il3m"im

Offer Ends 12131/10. I -

! $125°° Off
•New Air Conditioning
• System installation!

up to s2500 Total savings!

Call today for
a no obligation
Free Estimate!

732-906-9111
With this coupon only
Cannot be combined

95% Efficiency Furnace

Wishing You a Joyous Holiday Season &
Prosperous 2011-A JVew Year, A lew Home

Please include 3-digit code on credit card _ Phone

New Construction -100x100 tots,
4 bdrms-2.6ba-Open Floor Plans

Downtown South Plainfield
New Construction Rental Units

& Retail Space Available

Spring Lake Park Area-
5 bdrm Colonial -2.5 bath-finished
bsmnt-hrdw floors-in ground pool

Home/Office Colonial
. 4bdrm-t.5 ba hrdwdfloors-

200x200 lot ideal for contractors.

Kennedy School Area Cape-
3 bedrooms - 3 baths

finished basement

Commercial Properties-
For Sale & Rentals

Call or email Christine Lahey for details on these properties
& how you can help benefit "Open Your Heart Foundation"

by simply switching to I/Indian Energy.

908-755-5300, x 343
Christine Lahey
Cell: 908-917-8454
225 Maple Avenue
South Plainlield, Nl 07080
Email: LaheyC@morettirealty.com

"We oiler complimentary Buyer Consultations and/or Complimentary Market Analysis
n your home, all confidential. Our years of Experience, Professionalism, Honesty and
Service makes us in Hie top 10% of our prolession.

Moretti Realty


