
Take a look back at 2010 in next week's issue when we present "The Year in Review."
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Annual Tree Lighting
Honors Fallen Soldiers

South Plainfieid Eagles Midget Cheerleaders have the honor of
flipping the switch to light the McCriskin Christmas tree.

(X i' /hen the McCriskin Family
\ l\ I niade the decision 26 years
1 / 1 / ago to decorate the huge

evergreen tree on the lawn of the
McCriskin-Gustafson Home For
Funerals, they were unaware that
the small gesture would lead to an
enduring memorial.

The original plans called for a
lighted Christmas tree, but the events
of December 12,1985, would serve as
the catalyst for a tradition that would
unite a community for years to come.

(Continued on page 10)

Local veterans gather to honor the members of the 101 st Airborne
who died on December 12,1985.

BOEAppointsInterim Asst. Superintendent
By Libby Barsky

The Board of Educa-
tion appointed Dr. Frank
Cocchiola, Jr. as interim
assistant superintendent
of instruction and opera-
tions at the December 15
meeting.

Cocchiola began work
on December 16 at a rate
of $575 per day. He re-
places Dr. Lorraine Cella,

who will leave the district
on December 30 to take
the position of Edgewater
superintendent of schools.

A graduate of Seton Hall
University, Cocchiola holds
a B.S. degree in math and
education, a master's degree
in administration and su-
pervision from Montdair
State University and a doc-
torate in the same subject
from Fordham University

in New York.
Cocchiola was a teacher

and then an administrator
in Wallington for 42 years,
20 of which were in the
position of superintendent,
where he oversaw two el-
ementary schools and the
junior-senior high school.

Cocchiola is currently
an adjunct professor at
both Felician and Caldwell
colleges. Dr. Frank Cocchiola

Children's Author Visits Grant School
Author Valerie Thomas visited

Grant School students on December
13 as part of the new "Meet the Au-
thor" program. Thomas discussed
her experience as a writer and read
excerpts from Karma Bites, a book
that she and co-author Stacy Kramer
recently published.

The Meet the Author program is
sponsored by the South Plainfieid
Cultural Arts Commission (SPCAC).
The concept was initially discussed by
longtime SPCAC board members,
Audrey and Ken Reisch. The Reisches,
who are literacy volunteers, wanted to
provide a decisive way to engage stu-
dents with the written word.

In the fall, the new district-wide
writing curriculum, Being a Writer,
was implemented, and it became a
reality for Grant School students after
SPCAC board members and Grant
School Principal Leo Whalen devel-
oped the two-part program.

During the first visit, the author in-
troduces him or herself and reads from
his or her book; the next month the
author returns to sign the books that
were donated to each student who
pledged to read the book in its entirety.

In two separate sessions, Thomas
spoke to fifth, and then to sixth, grad-
ers. She discussed with the classes
how she became a writer after major-
ing in the classics-Latin and Ancient
Greek-at Reed College in Oregon.

"I didn't know what I wanted to
do when I was growing up. Some
people know what they want to do,
but I didn't," Thomas said.

Deciding to move to Europe right
after college, Thomas took jobs as
a waitress and a cook, and she sold
t-shirts. In Germany she started her
own brownie business. After a few
years of living in Europe, she returned
to the United States and moved to
New York City where she only knew
one person. That friend helped her
make a connection which set Thomas
on a career path as an editorial assis-
tant to a film director in a movie pro-
duction company where she worked
with writers who wrote screenplays.

"For 10 years I was reading a
lot of scripts, and at the same time
working with the people who wrote
movie scripts," she said. "I worked
on the films, The Avenger Part 3, a
really horrible movie-and later on
The Silence of the Lambs. Then I left
to write my own script. It was sold
to 20th Century Fox, but never made

(L-R): Grant School Principal Leo Whalen with author Valerie Thomas and
South Plainfieid Cultural Arts Commission members Pam Stefanek and
Audrey and Ken Reisch.

into a movie."
Thomas began to think of writing

a book after her daughter was born.
"I wanted to write a book she could
read one day, but not a picture book,"
she explained.

Karma Bites was published in Aug-
ust of 2010. The humorous story is
about a young girl named Franny,
who survives the year she started
seventh grade with two best friends
who can't stand each other, parents
who are divorcing, twin eight-year-
old brothers who are difficult to live
with and a hippie grandmother who

gives her a large box of recipes that
may fix her problems, but warns her
not to use them. "Franny is about to
learn that magic and karma aren't to
be played with. When you mess with
the universe, it can bite back in un-
expected ways," according to a book
review on amazon.com.

Thomas also said that the Disney
TV Channel is considering the book
for a TV movie. She also is writing
another young adult novel that will
be published next year.

"When I was your age, I didn't

Middle School Student Council members Giarina Marcovecchio and
Brianna Boyce pack donations from the annual Gifts for Children
toy drive that took place from November 29 through December 15.
Students and staff were asked to bring in one new toy; they collected
more than 20 bags filled with items for needy children of all ages.
The gifts were distributed to middle school and borough families; the
remaining toys were donated to the United States 1 st Marine Division
(retired, N.J. Chapter) and other families in Middlesex County.
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Want to stay informed about the business of your Council and BOE?

FYI B o f O U a h Council meetings * ° n Comcast Channel 96
_T y . . Mondays at 7 p.m. BOE meetings air on Thurs-
O O U n C I I days at 7 p.m.

To purchase a complete copy of a council or BOE meeting,
contact the Observer.

(Check Comcast community bulletin board for last minute time changes.)

Meets twice a month on Mondays, 'except where noted.

Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605

Reorganization Meeting January 2 at 1 p.m.
At the Senior Center-All are Welcome

All Agenda Meetings begin at 7 p.m. followed immediately by trie Public Meeting, unless
otherwise noted. Meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with the N.J. Open
Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A.'10:4-6 et seq.) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Ave.

planningboard
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641

zoning;
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641

boardofeducation
Meets Wednesdays at Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave.
Committee of the whole meetings (begin at 6:00 p.m.)
2011: Jan. 12, Feb. 9, March 2 and March 30.
Regular Public Meeting (begin at 7:30 p.m.): Jan. 19,
Feb. 16, March 16, April 6.

Meets once a month on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

Meets second Monday of the month at 7 p.m., 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building

! : ' ; • n : • • • . • • •

Meets once a month on the second Tuesday, at the library at 7 p.m.

recreation:
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7716

taxpayers:
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplan
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.

environmental.
Meets once a month (second Wednesday) Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m.
Questions? 908-226-7621

business
Meets once a month (first Wednesday) Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m.

.fflifflBMIMpHBHiBMi^M
(To be announced) at 7 p.m. in the Senior Center Questions? 908-226-7605

For home delivery of the Observer, call 908-668-0010
or email spobserver@comcast.net.

vor
The South Plainfield Observer is published weekly on Fridays
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How to Reach Us

niO Hamilton Boulevard, Suite IB, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Ph:908-668-00W> Fax:908-668-8819

Email: spobserver@comcastnet
www.spobserver.com
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908-6B8-0010

. - ' ' . . , CIRCULATION
To subscribe to the Observer

call (908) 668-0010

ADVERTISING

Display (908) 668-0010
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Advertising Sales Jane Dornick, Jean Fultz

Roxanne Cortese

The South Plainfield Observer (U.S.RS. 018253) is published weekly, except Thanksgiving week. Second
class postage paid at South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080-9998. Postmaster: Forward change of address
orders to G&G Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, N J 07080-2004. Subscrip-
tion rates $29.95/year in South Plainfield; $34.95 year out of town.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We encourage the submission of stories and photos. To get an article published: Type (double spaced)
the article and mail, email or fax. Include name, address and telephone number. Deadline for submis-
sion is Monday, 5 p.m. .;

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Submit letters to the editor byfnail, email or fax. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to
edit for clarity or length. Letters must include name and phone number, for verification.

To comment on the content or to suggest a special story idea,
contact the publisher at (908) 668-0010.

The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

The borough held a breakfast with Santa last Saturday morning at the Senior Center. Pictured are the volunteers
who helped make the breakfast a success. They are: (L-R) kneeling Mike Buteas, Nina Rohrer and Mayor
Charles Butrico; standing: Ken Cavanagh, Kathy Buteas, George Buteas, Joe Scrudato, Councilwoman Chrissy
Buteas, Max Waldrop (Santa), Joe McGeehan, Bill Butrico and Debbie Boyle. More than 100 adults and children
enjoyed scrambled eggs, French toast, pancakes, bacon, sausage, juice, coffee and tea. The cost of $6 included
a picture with Santa taken by a professional photographer. The $750 profit made at the breakfast will be
donated t o Social Services t o help local families this holiday season. Photo courtesy of Ken Cavanagh

In My Opinion
Opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher, nor do we guarantee accuracy.

To the Editor:
The South Plainfield Business As-

sociation would like to thank every-
one who attended last week's annual
holiday breakfast and installation of
officers.

We would also like to thank Peter
and John at Sherban's Diner for host-
ing our holiday breakfast. As usual,
the food was very good and the ser-
vice was excellent. Everyone had a great
time, which has a lot to do with the
quality of service that Sherban's pro-
vides.

The South Plainfield Business As-
sociation would also like to wish ev-
eryone a happy holiday and prosper-
ity for the New Year:

SINCERELY YOURS,
THE SOUTH PLAINFIELD -
BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

To the Editor:
At Monday's council meeting, the

Republican leadership decided to give
the taxpayers of South Plainfield a
double punch to the gut.

Out of the blue, they announce
that they are increasing our taxes by
raising the sewer tax. I'm confused

PAINTIN
732-877-8046
BudBeresford - Owner, South Plainfield

Licensed/Insured #13VH03572100

CAREGIVER SERVICES

Marisol's Home
Caregiver Services

Family owned & operated
Providing affordable

in-home care, daily or live-in

NJ State licensed, fully insured & bonded

Services include and are not limited to:
• Companionship • Meal prep

- Personal care • Laundry

• Transportation • Errands

• Light housekeeping • Medication reminder

- Please call for a free
in-home consultation.

Call (732) 912-9312

Submit Your Letters to the Editor:

Send your letters to South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080, or fax to 908-668-8819, or via
email: spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline is
Monday. 5 p.m. Letters must be accompa-
nied by a name and telephone number for
verification. Limit letters to no more than 200
words. We reserve the right to refuse a letter,
to edit for clarity or length, and to limit the
number of letters submitted on the same sub-
ject. Submission is not a guarantee of publi-
cation. We do not accept anonymous letters.
Letters are strictly opinion.

about the timing of this change.
Didn't die Republican members of
the Administration and Finance com-
mittee know this was corning? I guess
it was easier for them to get reelected
by keeping this secret until after the
election. Then, in the same meeting,
they decide to borrow a half million
dollars to cover tax appeals. Fm sure
they were well aware of this before the
election as well. How many more of

these surprises can we expect?
Even before taking over in the new

year, the Republican majority has al-
ready started to show their inability to
manage our town's budget. They have
opted to put their reelection bid be-
fore honesty and being forthright
about the status of the budget. I hope
this isn't a replay of the early 90s when
the Republican Party borrowed for ev-
erything and put South Plainfield in a
fiscal mess. I will be watching closely.

JOESCRUDATO

The South Plainfield Elks
Veterans Committee is
selling the Enter ta in-
ment Book for $30.

Contact Lou
Peralta at

(908) 756-6406.

The Strength of Teamwork,

Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda
Sue Espiti. Michele Leavy m.

South Plainjield's Premier Ren! Estate Team

(908)
755-5300

Ext. 302
(gos)

Moretti Realty 578-1166
225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Eacfl office independently owned & operated

Serving the South Plainfield
Area for over 12 years!

Specializing in:

Come visit us for:
• Parts
• Sales
• Service
• Rentals

PM Parts &
Equipment Inc

Conveniently located off of
Hamilton Blvd. in So Plainfield at

250 Mack Place
Tel: 908-822-9828
Fax: 908-756-7096
wwW.pmpartsandequipment.com

pumps
trimmers
chainsaws
jackhammers
cut-off saws
engines

lawnmowers
snow blowers
generators
air compressors
diamond blades
skid steers

and more!

We work on most gas, diesel and 2 cycle
engines

Hours: Monday-Friday 7am-5pm
Saturday 8am-12pm

Mention this ad and receive a 10% discount
on yours
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Roosevelt School students Olivia Santos, Gianna Ruzika, Katalina Bedoya
and Deanna and Dylan Delisa read their poems at the December 15
Board of Education meeting. Most of these students have been honored
in the Observer as Junior Journalist winners. Their teachers are Margaret
Celentano, Michael Bertram and Danielle Chiera.

BOE Awarded Grant for
Safety/Security Improvements
' The New Jersey School Boards Asso-

ciation Insurance Group (NJSBAIG)
awarded the Board ofEducation (BOE)
a safety grant in the amount of $35,506.

The grant rewards the BOE for its
commitment to risk management and
will be used to invest in further safety
and security-related improvements
within, the district.

The school district applied for the
grant funding in the summer of 2010
and was recently notified that their
application had been approved.

Nicholas Puleio, interim business
administrator/board secretary, was in
attendance and accepted the grant
check on behalf of the BOE. He an-
nounced that the grant money will be
used to fund security upgrades at Grant
School and possible enhancements to
other locations.

In keeping with its mission to pro-
tect New Jersey schools and keep dis-
trict dollars in the classroom, NJSBAIG
established the Safety Grant program
to help public schools purchase safety

and security related items that ever tight-
ening school budgets may not have
allowed for. The grant program pro-
vides funding that schools otherwise
may not have, to invest in safety and
security-related projects that will make
their schools safer for students, employ-
ees and the communities they serve.

In total, in 2010 NJSBAIG is
awarding $5M in safety grants to
publicschool districts across the state.

The NJSBAIG, located in Burling-
ton, is a non-profit entity providing
property, casualty and workers' com-
pensation insurance at competitive rates
to NJ public schools. It is the only state-
wide, member-owned school district
joint insurance fund. This year
NJSBAIG celebrates 28 years helping
member districts to stabilize insurance
costs with comprehensive insurance
coverage, competitive rates, in-house
claims management and a host of risk
management and loss control services.
To learn more about NJSBAIG, visit
their website at www.njsbaig.org.

? %* &WOURNEWLY
S14 HAIRCUTS REDUCED PRICES

908-668-8397 • 307 Oak Tree Ave.

MaxBussel&Company
certified public accountants and consultants since 1962

Carl A. Alston
Certified Public Accountant

285 Durham Ave., Suite 2D
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
www. maxbussel .com"

Jay A. Mevorah
Certified Public Accountant
Tel: (908)753-1717
Cell: (732) 397-3187
Fax: (908) 753-0095

The hottest trend in fashion has arrived! Create your

own unique look with Zable® European Beads.

11131

Teen Driver
Charged
WithDWI

Adrian Hilton, 19, of Plainfield lost
control of her 2009 Nissan Versa while
driving northbound on New Bruns-
wick Avenue on December 18. As she
approached the intersection with Tyler
Place, the car left the roadway and
struck a fire hydrant causing it to roll
over several times. The car came-to
rest in a field on the east side of New
Brunswick Avenue.

Hilton was taken to Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital and treated for mi-
nor injuries.

The other passengers in the car were
Danielle Hoff, 18, Anika Beckford,
19" and Tennisha Brown, 20, all of
Plainfield. The passengers all reported
minor injuries and complained of pain
but declined medical attention.

After an investigation police deter-
mined that they had left The Habor
Restaurant on Stelton Road in Pis-
cataway, where Piscataway Police had
just dispersed a large disorderly crowd
of approximately 300 people. Police
agencies from South Plainfield, Edi :

son and Middlesex had responded to
assist Piscataway Police.

Officer Michael Hoppe charged
Hilton with the following offenses:
driving while intoxicated, driving while
intoxicated under the age of 21, reck-
less driving and no insurance.

The investigation is stilll continu-
ing and additional charges may be filed.

Dan and Jen Ratti with winemaker John Gibson (center).

Buy Rite Liquors Hosts
Winemaker John Gibson

Buy Rite Liquors hosted a wine
tasting event on December 11. Spe-
cial guest for the evening was John
Gibson, a legendary winemaker from
the Napa Valley region with a reputa-
tion of over 30 years of winemaking
who spent the evening talking about
his winery and career.

Preview wines for the evening,
crafted by John and his wife Ann,-were
Salexis Wines named after his daugh-
ter, Sarah Alexis.

Gibson talked about his winery, his
career and explained how wine is made.

Christmas, New Year Schedule at Recycling Complex
The South Plainfield Recycling

Complex will be closed on Friday, Dec.
24 and Saturday, Dec, 25 for Christ-
mas. The complex will also be dosed
on Friday, Dec. 31 and on Saturday,
Jan. 1 for New Year's Day The recy-
cling center and the yard waste site on
Kenneth Avenue will be open from 8
a.m. to 3 p^m. on Thursday, Dec. 30.

Curbside recycling collection will
not be affected by the holidays.

Regular hours at the recycling cen-

WANTED!
HEATING OIL
CUSTOMERS

RG Fuel Oil
908-930-6678
Low Cost Heating Oil

Delivered? Days a Week!
Full Service!

No Contracts!
South Plainfield. NJ •

ter are 12 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 8
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Fridays and Satur-
days. The yard waste site will be on its
winter schedule, open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturdays, from December 16
through March 15, 2011.

Call the recycling hotline at (908)
226-7620 for updates.

He also answered questions about
each of his preview wines.

Customers were invited to taste
three of his featured wines, Salexis
Cameras Lake Vineyard Chardonnay,
Salexis Napa Valley Cabernet
Sauvignon and Salexis Napa Valley
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon.

Owners Dan and Jen Ratti were
on hand to introduce Gibson to their
customers. The featured wines are now
on the shelves for purchase.

Stop by and purchase these great
wines to add to your collection. Buy
Rite Liquors is located at 902 Oak
Tree Ave. in South Plainfield

Correction
In last week's Observer, the SPHS
seniors who helped wrap gifts at
Borough Hall were not correctly
identified. They were Thalia Lopez,
Richard Rotella, Veronica Ruiz and
CarlyAshnault

•

OUR LAVYOTCZZSTOCHOWA PAKISH
Invites You to Come & Celebrate

CHRISTMAS
Together

Friday. December 24th: Christmas Eve.
4:30pm Vigil Mass (with Children in AttasHance)
9:30pm Caroling with the Choir T»~
10:00pm Solemn Celebration of the Lor&sfBirth

Saturday, December 25th: C h - ; ***
9:00am Christmas Shephen ~
11:00am Solemn Christmas I iss
(There will be no evening Mass on C db Day

Saturday, January 1*'2O11-
(There will be no evening Mass on -
8:00_snv Mips for the Feast,

i for the Feast r-

2011 f ej»t qf_thc
K-a**t tA iiit- bp*0haity"qnii!

Ihe Fpn>st of the Tpiphany

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield
For further information call: 908.756.1333

(908) 769-4264
2325 Plainfield Avenue

South Plainfield

To aCCwho chose to heCp us with our
JfoCiddyfood drive, making it a
complete success.. .cthankjYou.

ffappy J-CoCicfays
from

imiiiitotlvti Seralns

r
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Heating & Cooling
Commercial & Residential
Air Conditioning & Heating
Sales • Service - Installation LENNOX FREE HUMIDIFIER

Take advantage

&*1500°°
Federal Tax Credit
Offer Ends 12/31/10.

! With Installation of New
Heating &

I Cooling System
I With this coupon only
I Cannot be combined

Get ' 1500 Federal Tax Credit

up to $600 NJ cool advantage rebate

up to *400 NJ warm advantage rebate

upto s2500 Total savings!

Call today for
a no obligation
Free Estimate!

732-906-9111

i$125000ff
•New Air Conditioning
I System installation!!
• With ttiis coupon only

Cannot be combined

CRT0623

; 35% Efficiency Furnace

•**

Uliday Catering Spe
• Assorted Gourmet Sandwich,

Subs & Wraps Platters
• Delicious Hot Trays...

Vodka Penne Pasta, Sausage, Pepper & Onions, Baked Ziti
Chicken Francaise, Eggplant Rollatini, Chicken Fingers

• Homemade Salads *
Potato, Macaroni, Cole Slaw, Ranch Pasta,

Italian Pasta, Cucumber, Carrot Raisin

"Quality Food For The Everyday Hero

HOMETOWN HEROS
neent nm- IOW PBICE

OPEN 7 DAVS (908) 755-HERO (4?76)
www.hometownherosdeli.com

JMake Your
JVew Year's Eve

Reservations
Early

6) *
Visit us online to view full menu * c
www.adelinesristorante.com •""
2243 Hamilton Blvd. • South Plainfield • 908-755-8520

Wishing You a Joyous Holiday Season &
Prosperous 2011 -A New Year, A New Home

• • _ • . (

idrm-1.5 ba hrdwcl floors-

Call or email Christine Lahey for details on these properties
& how you can help benefit "Open Your Heart Foundation"

by simply switching to Viridian Energy.

908-755-5300, X 343
Christine Lahey
Cell: 908-917-8454
225 Maple Avenue
South Plainfield. Nl 07080
Email: LaheyC@morenirealty.cani

Realty

*We offer complimentary Buyer Consultations and/or Complimentary Market Analysis
on your home, all confidential. Our years of Experience, Professionalism, Honesty and
Service makes us in the top 10% of our profession. •

Same Job, New Title for
Retired Det. James Darby
By Libby Barsky

Retired South Plainfield Police De-
tective James Darby was appointed .
residency investigator/school security
employee by the Board of Education
at the December 15 meeting. The re-
sponsibilities of the job are to investi-
gate and monitor pupils attending or
seeking to attend district schools, and
to patrol school facilities and grounds
(mostly at the high school) to "pre-
vent disruptive or illegal actions, ac-
cess to restricted areas, theft and van-
dalism and to ensure the safety and
security of school students and staff,"
according to the job description.

The job is almost the same as the
position he held before he retired from
the police force during the 2009/2010
school year. That position, School Re-
source Officer, was created as a shared

. service between the BOE and the Bor-
ough of South Plainfield with both
entities splitting the salary and benefits
costs. When the 2010/2011 school
budget was defeated in April, the posi-
tion of resource officer was one of the
first positions eliminated by the BOE.

Darby, a decorated officer, retired
from the police force in June after 25
years of service (16 in South Plainfield).
He subsequently expressed a desire to
continue working for the BOE, pa-
trolling the high school grounds and
buildings and checking out the residency

. of students whose parents were difficult
to contact.

On October 27, the BOE re-hired

Coats for Kids Drive
Through December 30

There are too many children right
here in New Jersey who do not have a
coat to keep them warm this winter!
Let's join together and help these chil-
dren in need! Donate a new or like
new coat for a child. The collection
box is located at Red Robin Restau-
rant, 6200 Hadley Road in South
Plainfield.

All donations will go to the Kids
Closet division of the Community
Food Bank of New Jersey.

Candlelight Services

At First Baptist Church
December 24

Christmas Eve candlelight services
will be held from 7:30 to 11 p.m. at
the First Baptist Church of South
Plainfield located at 201 Hamilton
Blvd.

Send Your Events to:
spobserver@comcast .net

**..:

James Darby

Darby as full-time residency officer at
a salary of $42,000. At'the December
15 meeting, the board officially can-
celled the position of residency officer
and officially appointed Darby to the
position of residency investigator/
school security employee.

Darby no longer wears a uniform
nor carries a gun, and patrols the halls
and grounds of the high school and
middle school in street clothes.

"But the kids know who I am," he
explained. "And for the most part, they
keep their distance," except those he
knows from coaching baseball.

Darby says he is busy in his job. "We
have had eight students transferred out
of the district, resulting in a savings of
$87,000 in tuition," he said.

If you are concerned about a stu-
dent attending classes who may not
live in the borough, contact Darby at
(908) 754-4620, ext. 425.

,• FLORIST
tlBSi plailifii'lil «(., SO |il i i»Mil
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• dish gardens * balloon bouquets

For more information, call (908)
753-2382 or visit www.fbcsouthplain
field.com.

Christmas Services

At Wesley Church
December 24 through 26

The holiday schedule for Wesley
United Methodist Church is as fol-
lows:

Friday, Dec. 24, 7:30 p.m.-Christ-
mas Family Service, Children's Pag-
eant, Lessons and Carols, Candlelight
Singing.

Friday, Dec. 24, 11 p.m.-Lessons
and Carols, Holy Eucharist.

Sunday, Dec. 26, 9 a.m.-Contem-
porary Service.

Sunday, Dec. 26, 10:30 a.m.-Wor-
ship Service.

SPHS Class of 1995

15 Yr. Reunion
April 2, 2011

The South Plainfield High School
Class of 1995 is planning a 15 year
reunion for Saturday, April 2, 2011.
It will be held at Maggiano's Bridge-
water from 7 to 11 p.m. Ticket price
is $85 per person.

For more information, email sphs
dassofl995@gmail.com or visit our
Facebook page: SPHS class of 1995.

Out of Town

Christmas Eve at

Willow Grove Church
December 24

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
invites everyone to attend'the annual
Christmas Eve Service of Lessons and
Carols on Friday, Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m.
Aside from the traditional lighting of
the Advent and Christ Candles, sing-

SPHS Music Boosters

Mu8ic NOTES

Important Dates to Remember:
The Music Boosters next general meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 4 at 7
p.m. in the chorus room.

Current Fundraisers: Snackin' in
the USA-all orders must be handed in
with payment by January 4.

When 'Sbu Wish Upon a Star din-
ner dance will be held on Friday, Feb.
11. For more information, contact
the Music Boosters.

Canning Dates: Friday, Feb. 25,
Saturday, Feb. 26,' Friday, March 4 and
Saturday, March 5.

On behalf of the SPHS Music
Boosters we would like to wish every-
one a happy and healthy holiday sea-
son, Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!

UNICO 2011
Calendar on Sale

Aficionados of Italian culture are
urged to help support the great ac-
complishments of this incredibly rich
culture through the 2011 Italian
American Heritage Calendar, available
through UNICO National.

"The UNICO National Italian
American Heritage Calendar is a daily
celebration of the brilliance of a cul-
ture that continues to transfojsm the"
world," said DiMattio.

The calendar highlights 365 Italians
and Italian-Americans who have had
an impact in our world, past and
present.

For information or to join
UNICO National, call (973) 808-
0035 or visit www.unico.org.

Coming Up....,
(Closed New Year's Eve)

MONDAYS
Silver Sneakers 8:45 am
Crocheting 9:30-11:30 am
Yoga 10:30 am
Art Class 11:30 am
TUESDAYS
Bingo 10 am-2 pm
Ladies Group 10 am

WEDNESDAYS
Aerobics 8:45 am
Line Dancing 10 am
Computer..10am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Crocheting 1 pm
Tai Chi ; 2 pm

THURSDAYS •
Active Seniors 8:45 am
Shopping Trip 9 am
CraftsClass 10 am
Computer 10 am, 11:30 am, 1:30 pm
Exercise Class 1:15 pm

FRIDAYS
Bingo , 10 am-2 pm

Daily Activities: Morning coffee, pool,
cards, board games, computer classes,
exercise, art, Tai Chi, yoga and crafts.

Lunch Served Monday-Friday.
Call (908) 754-1047 for more info or

visit www.southplainfieldnj.com

Senior Center is open daily 8 a m. to
4 p.m Closed Saturdays 6 Sundays.

ing of carols, readings from scripture
and hearing a special choir anthem,
view images depicting the birth of Jesus
in artwork from cultures around the
world projected during the service.

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
(PCUSA) is located in Scotch Plains
at 1961 Raritan Rd. Visit our web-
site for other ministries at www.willow
grovechurch.org or call the church at
(908) 232-5678,
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Third and Fourth Graders
Perform in Winter Concert

Choral Director Tobie Baldwin

By Patricia Abbott

The students at John E. Riley El-
ementary School presented their an-
nual winter conceit on December 6.
It was the first of many school con-
certs to be presented incoming weeks.

As parents, friends and family filled
the gym, students dressed in black and
white warmed up for their perfor-
mance.

Principal Al Czech introduced
Choral Director Tobie Baldwin and
the third and fourth grade chorus.

The chorus performed four num-
bers, Peace Round, an Old English
Cannon, words by Jean Ritchie; For
the Winter by Mike Wilson, Peace-
fid by Teresa Jennings and Pumpkin
Pie Polka by John Riggjo.

There were 30 fourth grade students
and 31 third grade students perform-

ing. The youngsters were awarded with
enthusiastic applause from the audi-
ence after each number and at the .
concept's conclusion.

The winter concert lacked the usual
accompanying band and orchestra due
to school district budget cuts.

Fourth grade students performing
were Sarah Abrego, Joshua BrufF, Oliv-
ia Carone, Julianne Chvez, Vanessa
Cifoentes, Kiley Dameron, Kate Du-
hamcl, Alanna Esporin, Xiann Guz-
man, Tiana Hooks, Exine Ibeku,
Gwenyth Jones, Cassidy Leonardis,
Gabby Lippel, Martha Lopez, Nour
Lowich, Kaliyah McBride, Quelsy
Mercado, Diana Montiel, Jonathan
Munilial, Nina Nguyen, Olucchi
Nwankwo, Ashley Olson, Tiffany Par-
agon, Raylene Payne, Divon Pender,
Jefferey,Rosario, Jaydah Ruiz, Jadyn
Timmerman and Jessica Wieczierwkz.

Third grade students were Victoria
Akpan, Harrison Anesh, Kaylee Ba-
santes-Lierena, Isaiah Berrrios, AUyson
Betyman, Kaitlyn Block, Danielle
Bythell, Kayla Cooper, Desani Dan-
iels, Danielle Decarlo, Sara Double,
Julianne Ferraro, Nicole Freire, Kelly
Gorman, Shailynn Martinez, Isabella
Mastroianni, Nichelle Mercado, Bri-
anna Notino, Brianna Padovano,
Alyssa Palmeri, Angie Perez, Sergey
Prokofiev, Elizabeth Ranmarine, Chris-
tina Romano, Emily Soden, Makenzie
Surowiec, Sherlyn Tbmayo, Aleks Us,
Puja Vengadasalam, Alexx White and
Samantha Zelek.

In attendance at the concert were
Board of Education members Debbie
Boyle and Bill Seesselberg, as well as
Interim Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Gary Bowen. Chorus students await direction from their director.

A Word of^
to South Plainfi

• • . . • . . • ' . • • : ' • • . • • • ' • •

& Surrounding Areas

On behalf of myself, my wife Lisa, and my three
children, we would like to thank you for your
patronage, trust, and referrals that have greatly

helped my business. It has been my pleasure to be
invited into your homes and places of business over the
past several years. Many people may not think that being
a coin dealer is socially redeeming, but nothing could be
further from the truth. Throughout my 28+ years in this
business (I started when I was 16), I have helped people
obtain cash for a variety of reasons, especially during
these difficult economic times. I look forward to serving
you in the upcoming years. From our home to yours...

Best wishes for a
Happy Holiday & New Year.

GREGORY S. HEIM
Pull-Time Coin Dealer and Buyer of Scrap Gold

908-405-6408
www.gynaadroidhead.com

We Can Offer the
Absolute

Best Prices
- -n™.i r mins. currency

• 1OK-22K unwanted gold jewelry
-and soap gold.

• I93i -ind before Silver Dollar:.
? Pre-1965 United States 90% silver dimes,

quarters, and halves i
• 1965-1970 United States 40% silver ' ?

.. h a l f d o l l a r s , . :••;. ,, •;•:. •• =.: :_,% •: •' ; [ ••

• Pre-1959 cents (aka "wheaties"
and Indian Head cents) s '<'•• <•• 5 * '

• All U.S. paper currency ( •
ficates, gold certificates & Red Seal $2 bills)

, .. .

< ' • • • • "

' Sterling silver (forks, knives, spoons, trays,
etc.) as long is it is marked sterling" or

•;, "0.925."
• United States and Foreign Proof Sets
: Mint Sets, and Cominemoratjve seis

(government and non-government i
• Quality, Vintage Sportscards (gci

1975 and before) and selected si
lorabilia

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
& SURROUNDING

AREA RESIDENTS:
I will come to you and

provide you with a free,
two-hour verbal appraisal.
I have been a resident of

South Plainfield for 9 years.

You will always receive a quote overmmphone for all precious metal-based items.
908-405-6408 FUND RAISING OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE - PLEASE INQUIRE
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The Middle School Concert Choir

Middle School Concert Features Gems,
Onyx, Concert Choir and Orchestra

A

Middle School Choral Director Donna
Markiewicz introduces ttie Concert Choir
as they assemble on the bleachers.

By Patricia Abbott

Over the past fewweeks the sweet
sound of music has filled the air as the
school district's band, orchestra and
choral groups presented the commu-
nity with their annual holiday con-
certs. On December 16 the Middle
School performed its winter concert.

The evening featured the orchestra
conducted by Sarah LiVecchi, the elite
girls chorus, the Gems; and the boys
chorus, Onyx; and the Concert Choir
conducted by Donna Markiewicz ac-
companied by Frank Jacobson.

The Concert Band was conducted
by Andrew Veiss, who noted that the

band had 104 members. "This is the
largest band we have had in a while. The
students worked extremely hard for this
concert and delivered a stellar perfor-
mance," commented Veiss. The chorus
and orchestra were also larger than usual.

It was standing room only as the
audience filled all the bleachers, some
finding areas along the sideline to enjoy
the concert. The fall house crowd re-
sponded enthusiastically to each num-
ber performed by the students.

Principal Kevin Hajduk said, "The
Middle School winter concert was ev-
erything that you can expect from hard
work and preparation. The students
were certainly at their best, and I am

VISIT US ONLINE AT
www.churchofthesacredheart.net

SACRED HEART ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
149 South Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080

9 0 8 - 7 5 6 - 0 6 3 3

Christopher Ciekiewicz warms up for the orchestra's performance.

truly proud of each of them for pre-
paring a concert that ranks as one of
the best ever in the Middle School.
Mrs. LiVecchi, Mrs. Markiewicz and
Mr. Veiss are to be commended for
maintaining high expectations for the
Middle School Music Program and
advancing their students to meet and
succeed the high level of performance
that is expected from all students
within the Middle School."

Also on hand for the concert were
Interim Superintendent Dr. Gary '
Bowen, BOE member Debbie Boyle
and former principal, Steve Novak. Members of the choir.

EVE
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24

Masses at 5:00 PM and 12:00 Midnight

4:20 PM for the Children's Pageant
with Youth Choir & Youth Handbell Choirs

The Midnight Choral Prelude at 11:15 PM
with the Adult Choir

CHMlSvillJIS I I I
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25

Masses at 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM

fUEHOLY*: JlfOF

pesos, muoKw * icsseipii
SCINDAY, DECEMBER 26

Masses at 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM

nee: m%xssEm VIRGIN HIIRT,
4QMF CMQMD)

World Day of Prayer for Peace

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1
Mass at 9:00 AM

iBE wanmmmmw o r T I E MAHHB .
SUNDAY, JANUARYS

Masses: Saturday - Vigil 5:00 PM,
Sunday- 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM

•SHOE :»JiaPTIE. E IXMRJ*

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9
Masses: Saturday - Vigil 5:00 PM,
Sunday- 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM
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report
• On November 28 Charles A.

Barbiere, 49, of Howell was arrested
for driving while intoxicated, careless
driving, driving on a suspended license
and possession of an open container
of alcohol in a motor vehicle.

• On December 1 a Hancock
Street resident reported the theft of a
lighted snowman from their property.

• On December 2 Zu Z.Yang, 31,
of Brick was arrested for an illegal left
turn, failure to report a change of ad-
dress and an outstanding warrant.

• On December 4 Aniq Ali, 18,
of Edison was arrested for failing to
produce an insurance card and an out-
standing warrant.

• On December 7 Lorenzo Her-
rera, 35, of South Plainfield was ar-
rested for driving while intoxicated.

• On December 8 Reginald Van
Valen, 36, of Plainfield was arrested
for driving on a suspended license,
driving an unregistered vehicle arid an
outstanding warrant.

• On December 10 a Thomas
Street resident reported that a reindeer
lawn ornament on their front lawn
had been damaged.

• On December 11 Isaac Chulca-
Rojas, 31, of Piainfield was arrested for
driving while intoxicated, careless driv-
ing, driving on a suspended license and
failure to exhibit a valid registration.

• Jersey Oil on Hamilton Boule-
vard reported that a hole had been made
in the outside bathroom wall and
$4,000 in cash was taken.

• On December 13 the Board of
Education reported a window was bro- '
ken at the Roosevelt Adm. Building.

• OnDecemberl5aCarmineAve-
nue resident reported the theft of a pack-
age left at their front door by UPS.

• On December 16 Henry Walker,
33, of Plainfield was arrested at CVS
on Plainfield Avenue for the theft of
five cans of Simlac baby formula.

• A Pomponio Avenue resident re-
ported the theft of a Tom Tom GPS
from their unlocked vehicle.

Interim high school principal, Tony Massaro, pulls the winning raffle tickets
along with South Plainfield Education Foundation President Marge Reedy at
the drawing held at the conclusion of the South Plainfield Education
Foundation telethon. The winning tickets were drawn on December 9 in the
high school library, and present were foundation members Shannon Jeffreys,
Frank Mikorski and Debbie Boyle. Raffle prize winners were Frank Mikorski,
Dawn Wallis, Debbie Boyle, Charles Koestner and Steve Agrista. The raffle
netted $2,000 which will go toward the foundation's scholarship fund.

: /

Sarahann Singh Namedjuniorjournalist

JESCO Expands Emissions Services
JESCO, one of New Jersey's lead-

ing construction equipment dealer-
ships, has expanded its services to in-
clude emissions solutions. This service
encompasses retrofitting of off-road
construction equipment with diesel
paniculate filters (DPFs) and catalytic
converter mufflers (CCMs) as well as
consultation services to end-users on
emissions regulations.

"Throughout the last few years
we've been working closely with John
Deere and a number of aftermarket
emissions filter companies in an ef-
fort to provide our customers with
the best emissions service and tech-
nology available," states Jon Robu-
stelli, president of JESCO. "This ser-
vice will help end-users meet the strict
emissions regulations we are facing in
the construction industry, as well as
help them win bids on non-attain-
ment projects."

Within the last year, JESCO added
Cleaire and DCL International brands
to their product offerings, giving them
the ability to retrofit a variety of con-
struction equipment brands.

"Our rental fleet isa very important
part of our business and that is why
we've made the investment in retrofit-
ting a number of units with emissions
filters," says Robustelli. "We plan to
expand our rental fleet with emissions
filters in order to meet the growing
need for emissions compliant equip-
ment in non-attainment areas."

For over 37 years, JESCO has been
supplying contractors and municipali-
ties with a wide range of quality con-
struction equipment.

JESCO's headquarters are located
in South Plainfield on St. Nicholas
Avenue. For more information, call
1-800-241-7070 or visit www.jesco.
us.plainfield.

WE DO THE JOB "RIGHT" THE 1ST TIME!
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

SERVICE CHANGES & UPGRADES
• A/C Lines • • G.F.C.I. Circuits• Dryer Lines j
• Exhaust & Ceiling Fans j
• Pool Wiring j
•. Spa & Jacuzzi Wiring ' j
• Correction of Code Violations ;
• Service Contracts Available i

CALL FOR AN ANALYSIS OF
YOUR ELECTRICAL SERVICE

• Recessed/Fluorescent Lighting
• New Construction/Additions •
• Surge Protectors
• Plant Maintenance Service
• Landscape Lighting
• Fire Security Systems

We Are SenriGe Experts
Specializing In All

Residential, Commercial
& Industrial Work

Progeny Managers
Love Us!

www.onecallelectricaLcom

Don't Know Jack About Real Estate?
TEXFJACK"T087778T0SEARCH
FOR HOMES FROM ANY PHONE.
(ACTIVES, RECENTLY CLOSED, FORECLOSURES)
Orvisitwww.NowYouKnowJack.com
f\tt/A At\S Jo1"1 (JACK) Pcderscn, Broker Associate
KMyKlnCV. Office (908) 755-0200 • Cell 908-922-2368 <-.
P n m n p t i t i v p Fr lnp 32 South Plainfield Ave • So. Plainfield, NJ 07080 , ,
uuinpuiiiiai/ Luyu mdeoenaentitOwned S Oosrateo ™

For the Finest Quality &
Variety of Fresh Fruits

and Vegetables

OPEN 7 DAYS

Need a gift idea
for someone special?

How about a gift basket or gift certificate
from Front Street Farmer's Market?
Stop in and we'll help you create

a custom gourmet gift basket

9 0 8 - 9 4 1 - 5 5 9 8 10% Senior Citizen Discount

214 Front Street, (Next to Sherban's Diner) • South Plainfield

Sarahann Sing, Kennedy fourth
grader, is this week's winner in the
Junior Journalist program. Her
poem entitled, "Santa," has earned
Sarahann dinner for her family, cour-
tesy of Hometown Heros.

Students should submit their
original written works to their teach-
ers, Hometown Heros or to the
Observer at 1110 Hamilton Blvd.

Winners and their families will
receive a catered dinner from Home-
town Heros and will be honored at
a year-end banquet in May of 2011.

For more information, call the
Observer'it (908) 668-0010. •

Junior Journalist winner Sarahann
Singh with teacher Cynthia Severino.

Santa
By Sarahann Singh

Santa is the man with all the gifts.
He knows what to get by reading your list..

Through the night he rides his 'sleigh.
All of his reindeer lead the way.

The jolly old man travels all around.
He puts gifts under your tree without making a sound.

We all know Santa is real.
Now go put out his Christmas meal.

Share Your Gooil He
Send us your Milestones!

, gtnmlspobs
: M or Fax: %

732.752.3555
FREE ESTIMATES

HEATING & CO

GUTTER SPECIALISTS
y Cleaned
•/ Repaired
•/ Installed
• Roofing & Siding
•Soffits and
Aluminium

Paired Up For Peak
REE ESTIMATE & Best Price

732-424-0454

Subscribe
totbe

Observer
for less.

I Ijyou have been thinking of subscribing to the Observer,
there's no better time than now. Tor a limited time, we are
rolling back our subscription rate to $25*. That's a savings
pf$5 off our current rate. Call us now at (908) 668-0010
wo subscribe to the number one news sourcefor South Tlain-

'eld, and keep the best of South Plainfield coming h'j.onr
home every week.

* This offer is effective through December . - .
and applies to new, in-town subscriptions

ubscabe
I Follow the tips and downs of the borough . . .

1 v Please start my home delivery.
J paper lor South Plainfield Send check •

.1 NamB ,• or money order lor $29.95ione year

: :" V - ; • : : ) : : . \ Address

City, State, Zip _

: Observer i Mastercard/Visa # Expiration Date

Please include 3-digit code on credit card Phone
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Sports
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Congratulations to the SPHS wrestlers who won the Morris Knolls Tournament last Saturday.

YOUR HEALTH
MATTERS

Advanced Chiropractic
Center

* Neck pain, back pain, headaches, numbness, tingling,
weakness & pain in arms and legs • Fibromyaigia • Sciatica

• Auto accident related injuries • Whiplash
• Advanced certification on whiplash injuries

904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite O, South Plainfield
Dr. Norayr Ozbalik, DC (908) 561-1777 Fax: 908-561-9711

18 years experience
Most major medical insurance & Medicare accepted

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

281 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield (908) 791-0900

EXAM&
CLEANING

X-RAYS

ONLY

REGULAR. J255

•us
1
 MAY

Ta:r:u..ij.i^.<3.IH.-,

ONLY

IN OFFICE
BLEACHING

O

Dr. Loay Deifallah, DDS • Most Insurance Accepted • Se Habla Espanol

Scooters
from Twin City
Pharmacy & Surgical
A Wonderful
HoUdcuj gujt ideal

Your
Health
Matters

to Us.

• • " " * j \

Twin City Pharmacy &
Surgical partners with

Golden Technologies}
to bring you the best
products to enhance
your life and allow you

to be active and mobile.
The Scooters in our store
are best-in-class products

to give you many years
ol comfortable and

carefree use.

Our M m d mobility

•Wheel chairs

•Diabetic.
a f t

If you have any questions
i or wan! to discuss special requirements,

? please contact us directly and our team of
mobility experts will help find the Scooter

that's right for you. Prices begin at $799 and
there are numerous options to choose from. ,

ll.qualilied.Medicaremaycoverparto/thecostolyourscooteT.Yoursupplemental
insurance could cover the remaining balance allowing a ZERO cost to you. This
also depends on the type ol policy you have and whether or not we are listed as
providers lor this insurance company. Our stall will be more than happy to assist
you in any questions you may have concerning insurance.

Twin City Pharmacy
& Surgical
Telephone: 908-755-7696. Fax: 908-755-6003.
1708 Park Ave South Plainfield

Bill Ashnault RPh.-Owner • Sandy Severini-Owner.
Tom Cassio Jr-Owner* James Kim RPh.

24 Hour Emergency Care Service—Free Delivery

Students Victorious
At Martial Arts
Challenge

Students from Tigei Schulmann's
Mixed Martial Arts of South Plainfield
competed victoriously at the Chal-
lenge of Champions XXVI Mixed
Martial Arts competition, held at the
Raritan Exposition Center in Edison
on December 12. It was the sixth time
the event had been held at this world
class facility.

Challenge of Champions XXVI
hosted over 2,000 mixed martial arts
students of all ages and belt ranks to
participate in this demanding test of
skill and expertise. The event took place

(Continued on next pa0e)

SPHS Bowling By Ralph Fech

mum
Tigers Swept by Hot-Shooting Colonia

SPHS
COLONIA

770
981

661
1143

751-2182
957-3081

The boys bowling team trailed from the start as state ranked Colonia was off
and running in a three game sweep.

Earning scoring honors for the Tigers was sophomore Tom Riccardi with
games of 190 and 187. Sophomore Joe Parillo (180) and Andrew Yon (165)
also chipped in for the young Tigers.

Riccardi (300-775), Yon (277) Sizzle
In the boys exhibition match (because Mother Seton does not field a boys

team), Junior Andrew Yon fired 10 of 12 strikes enroute to a booming 277 game.
Not to be outdone by his teammate, sophomore Tom Riccardi crashed the

pocket as he strung together 12 consecutive strikes and reached perfection with
a perfect 300 game. Combined with his other two games of 243 and 232,
Tom posted an eye-popping 775 set.

Congratulations to both Tigers for an outstanding performance.

GBffilS BQWIIMQ
Lady Tigers Fall to Mother
Seton and Colonia

SPHS
MOTHER SETON

636 568
745 828

577-1781
835-2408

The girls bowling team was no match for perennial nemisis Mother Seton
Regional as the North II Sectional champions swept all three games.

Co-captains Stephanie Sherwood and Nikki Disch, with games of 158 and
157, were the only bright spots for the Tigers.

SPHS
COLONIA

613
778

662
728

614-1889
747-2248

Inability to find the pocket was the main cause as the Lady Tigers fell to a
solid Colonia squad. Nikki Disch's 150 game and 436 set and teammate
Stephanie Sherwood's 159 were the top efforts for the Tigers.

To Kelly and Ryan~-Mmy Christmas to you and your family. We miss you...

Comer ofi

a n d WINE & SPIRITS
SERVICE -SELECTION • SAVINGS

IcDonalds

SEASON'S GREETINGS

Busch Regular/light SMpk cans
Coors/Iisjbt 30pk case cans—
Bud/Iightf c« 30pll case cai;
Miller lite/ MGD-30|)kc-a^c ua
Mich Ultra 30pk case caits-
Natural Lt •' Icg^Opk case t.aijs-

-$15.99

(19.99

Sierra Dprada 1 >.'ans $9.99
LaiidShark '2 VI pk rase bottles—-$23.99
Tecate car_ $15.99

Mooseheart 3,l%k case bottles—-$19.99
$19.99 Dos XX Spetia^Ambcr case btls-^19.99

New Ottile case ^/12pk bottles— $22.99

.• - '•:: 3 sFlrisrlnnaim's Pit-It
Grey Goose Vodka

8.99
MM
m

MMNelson Bwm aii ts-pcj urn*-*-

Smokitig Loon au v,fc
Fl a i t t ia Ogllahle HnJ.Btn.h.C

IHts HOURS
1 »O2 Oak T*ew A w . ft5STO5S>SUN0AjrS lOam-Tpm

908-561-OOSf ISSSLJTHU-SAT 9am-10pm
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Sports
Seott Barton Helps Mules Win

Muhlenberg College Junior Scott Barton, a resi-
dent of South Plainfield, helped the Muhlenberg
College football team win its second conference
championship during his career.

Barton saw action in four games along the offen-

' "j«L-" '^* * ' ' s ' v e ̂ e 3B^L ̂  a Wocker on field goals and extra
- " * ' , points.

H"JB ' ; ^ t ^ Muhlenberg finished the season 7-4, including a
J ^ S k - i ^ B S 7"2 m a r '" m c o n^ e r e n c e P^K t 0 di"^ lts record-
^ ^ ^ f t **•*";» j^^^B l v m S n 'n t '1 <--<:ntei'ln'a' Conference title.
^ | ^ k ^ U ^ H H The Mules also advanced to the NCAA Tourna-

Scott Barton merit for the sixth time in school history

Students Victorious at Challenge
Tiger Schulmann's Mixed Martial Arts
School in grappling competition in-
clude: Jovanni Alvarez (11), Victor
Calderon (11), Julianna Dancel (11),
Milan Engineer (6) Leila Gainey (6),
Sean Gebauer (7), Isaac Holt (8), Ka-
mani Mobley (5), Brandon Nicholas
(8), Meera Patel (9), Nicholas Ro-
bertson (6), Alex Sanchez (7), An-
thony Vargas (7), Donovan Walton
(7) and Greg Zambrana (6).

The fighting competition featured
a variety of strikes, blocks and targeted
kicks to outscore each opponent. Over
1,000 students participated in this fast-
paced sparring competition.

Winners from the South Plainfield
Tiger Schulmann's School in the Free
Fighting competition include: Jovan-
ni Alvarez (11), Victor Calderon
(11), Julianna Dancel (11), Sean
Gebauer (7), Gabriel Gerena (8), Isaac
Holt (8), Brandon McNabb (7),
Brandon Nicholas (8), Scott Prato
(39) Anthony Vargas (7) and Greg
Zambrana (6).

Challenge of Champions was.i
troduced in 1996 to promote the val-
ues gained from the oldest sport of
competition and has grown to be-
come the largest tournament of its
kind in the U.S. The next Challenge
of Champions is June 5, 2011.

(Continued from previous
in front of a sold out crowd of over
4,000 spectators and staff. •

"Challenge of Champions provides
the opportunity for competition
amongst fellow students from
throughout the five states that host
Tiger Schulmann's locations. For
months in advance, they train hard and
focus on maximizing their skills for this
demanding competition," said Joshu
Jovany Alvarez, head instructor at the
Tiger Schulmann's Mixed Martial Arts
School in South Plainfield. "Our stu-
dents gain self-confidence, focus and
determination by preparing for and
competing in this event. I'm very
proud of each and every one of them."

The areas of competition included
grappling and fighting for junior
competitors (ages 15 .and under) and
for adults of all ages.

Grappling is the largest event in the
tournament and consists of close-
range and ground fighting (similar to
wrestling). The submission grappling
divisions also have finishing or sub-
mission techniques such as choke
holds and joint locks, which can end a
match quickly and are also extremely
effective in real-life self-defense sce-
narios.

Winners from the South Plainfield

www.mccriskinfiineralhome.com

"An Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home"

HOME FOR FUNERALS, LLC

(908) 561-8000
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

PRE ARRANGEMENTS'S/S MEDICAID PROTECTION'CREMATION SERVICES
GREEN BURIALS

James A. Gustafson, PresVMgr. • N J . Lie. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin jtt, Vice-Pres./Dir. • NJ . Lie. No. 4564

Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. • NJ. Lie. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, Dir. • N J. Lie. No. 3382
Daniel M. Erickson, Dir. • NJ. Lie. No. 4798

^ JUMIOft

Debbie and Charlie Kurland of Hometown Heros deliver dinner to
Junior Journalist winner Skylar Davisson, pictured with her parents
Alan and Yvonne, brother Kyle and dog Rocky. Not pictured is Troy,
Skylar's brother.

Obituaries
Robert H.
Eckenstein, 69

Robert H.. "Bob" Eckenstein
passed away on Tuesday, Dec. 14 sur-

rounded by
his loving
family at
Somerset
M e d i c a l
Center in
Somerville.

Born in
WilkesBarre,
Pa., Bob lived
in Scotch
Plains for five

Robert H. Eckenstein ^

Plainfield for 33 years and the last two
years in Flemington.

Bob was honorably discharged from
the United States Army and was a mem-
ber of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton RC
Church in Three Bridges. He enjoyed
playing darts, gardening and was a very
dedicated member of the B.P.O.E.
South Plainfield Lodge #2298 where
he served as exalted ruler from 1989-
1991; 22 years as secretary; and was
active in the veterans committee and
helped with Bingo at the Menlo Park
Veterans Home. Bob was an avid fan
of the Dallas Cowboys.

Bob is survived by his wife,
Antoinette (Radnovich) of 43 years;
two children; Anna Ensel and hus-
band Sean of South Plainfield and
Robert A. "JR" and wife Tracy of
Flemington; and four grandchildren,
Jamie, Allison, Sean and Jake. He also
leaves behind two siblings, Lenore
Brown and Jack of Columbia, S.C.
and Jack and Ethel of Florence, S.C;
a sister-in-law, Celeste Ginder and her

HOMETOWN HEROS
SgND'A-PlATTM
We will Send to any
home a beautifully

arranged and wrapped

Assorted Sandwich Tray
with two of our homemade
sdads-Any Day-Any Time. Serves 8 . w

9OT-755-MIBO (4376)
iww.hometownherosdeli.com

95

Greot food with your health in mind.

Let us send your
condolences
along with a
platter of tastefully
displayed assorted
wraps & two l d

SAME DAY DELIVERY
Middlesex Mall • 6115 Hadley Rd.

South Plainfield

908-753-1033

companion Joseph Rauh of South
Plainfield; and by many extended fam-
ily and friends.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions made to the family would be
deeply appreciated.

The hour of eleven has arrived with
sudden hearts and many tears. Bob,
you will never be forgotten.

Robert W. Morton, 89
Robert W Morton passed away on

Saturday, Dec. 18 at the Runnells Hos-
pital in Berkeley Heights.

Born and raised in Rahway, he lived
in North Plainfield before moving to
Warren in 1963.

Mr. Morton proudly served an en-
listment in the United States Army
during WWIL He was formerly a vice
president of Howeft Electric in
Plainfield. After retirement, he drove
for Landpower in Green Brook.

Robert was on the Somerset REC
Bowling League in North Plainfield.
He was a loving husband, father and-
. grandfather who was cherished by his
family and will be greatly missed.

Surviving are his loving wife of 63
years, Catherine Rose Morton; two
sons, Glenn Morton and wife Carol
of Glen Gardner and Robert Morton
and wife Lisa of Readington; a sister,
Audrey Kastensmith of Arizona; four
grandchildren, Melissa Morton, Jus-
tin Morton, Matthew Morton and
Taylor Morton; along with several
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and two
great-great nieces.

Funeral services were held at South
Plainfield Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made in Robert's
name to the New Jersey Animeals, EO.
Box 12, Stanton, N.J. 08885 or
www.new jerseyanimeals.org.

Elaine I (Keifler)
Yorkanis, 75

Elaine T. (Keiffer) Yorkanis died on
Wednesday, Dec. 15 at the Francis E.
Parker Memorial Home in New

Brunswick
surrounded
by her lov-
ing family.

Born and
raised in Ne-
wark, Elaine
moved to
South Plain-
field in

* 1968.
A f t e r

Elaine T. Yorkanis many years
of employ-

ment with the South Plainfield School
District where she worked in the caf-
eteria, Elaine retired in 2003.

She was a member of Sacred Heart
RC Church in South Plainfield, and as
a people person, she will be missed by
all those who knew her.

She is predeceased by two sons,
Daniel P., who died October 2,1989
and Joseph W, who died on June 23,
1995.

Elaine is survived by her husband
of 53 years, Bernard; a son, Stephen
of Golonia; a. daughter-in-law, Cindy
Yorkanis-Trevisan; four granddaugh-
ters, Heather, Jennifer, Kristen and
Kerry; a brother, Joseph Keiffer and
wife Jane of Connecticut; as well as
many nieces and .nephews.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations sent to
the Alzheimers Disease Research, 22512
Gateway Center Drive, Clarksburg,
Mary 20871 would be appreciated.

Please patronize our advertisers.

In Loving Memory-TenthAnniversary

I see the countless Christmas
trees, around the world
below, with tiny lights, like
Heaven's stars, reflecting in
the snow. The sight is so
spectacular, please wipe away
that tear, for I am spending
Christmas with Jesus Christ
this year!

I hear the many Christmas
songs, that people hold so
dear, but the sounds of
m u l i c c ,a n ' ,Lc o mPa r e ANTHONY EDWARD SINGH " £"Lal™
with the Christmas PUIWIK "'
choir up here. 7-19-1997 • 12-25-2000 Jesus told.
I have no words to tell you, the joy their
voices bring for it's beyond description,
to hear the angels sing.

away, we really aren't apart.
So be happy for me loved ones,
you know I hold you dear. And
be glad I'm spending
Christmas with Jesus Christ
this year)

I send you each a special gift
from my heavenly home above.
I send you each a memory of
my undying love. After all,
"love" is the gift, more

precious than pure gold.

I know how much you miss me, I see the
pain inside your heart. But I am not so far

Please love and keep each other, as my
Father said to do. For I can't count the
blessings or the love he has for you! So
have a Merry Christmas, and wipe away
that tear. Remember, I'm spending
Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

Sadly Missed, Mommy & Daddy, The Singh, Guzenski, Spohn,
Rafalko, Pullen, Kurilew & Harkey Families

DELIVERING THE BEST OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD SINCE 1997
To contribute, subscribe or advertise, call 908-668-0010,

0UTH PLAINFIELD
FUNERAL HOME

FAMILY CARING

FOR YOUR FAMILY

SINCE

Affordable ^CGHgnified FuneralServices
Full'Service FuneraC<P(ans Begin at $6995

FuttService Cremation (Plans begin at $5695
**F^cCudes Cask advancement Items**

Tree Memorial Video "Tribute
free fylontkCy JLftercare Services for

Families and Community -• ~z

2456 (pCainfieHAvenue
South (pCainfieM,W07080

(908)756-2800
Jason M. Oszczafciewicz, Manager, NJ Lie. Wo. 4167

•wvuw.soutfipCainfieUfuneraOiome.com
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Annual Tree Lighting
Honors Fallen Soldiers
(Continued from page 1)

On December 12, 1985, 248 ser-
vicemen and women of the U.S.
Army's 101st Airborne Division lost

1 their lives when their plane crashed in
Gander, Newfoundland. The Scream-
ing Eagles were returning home for the
holidays from a peacekeeping mission
in the Middle East. The plane crashed
shortly after a refueling stop and all
aboard the aircraft were killed. The
McCriskin Family's deep seated ties
to the military prompted them to light
the giant tree as a memorial to those
who had perished while in service to
our country.

This year's tree lighting held on
December 18 boasted one of largest
crowds in attendance to date. Special
guests for the event were the South
Plainfield Eagle Midget Cheerleaders,
who were celebrating their recent sec-
ond national championship in Florida.
Also on hand were members of the
South Plainfield Tigers Marching
Band and several chorus alumni who
provided a holiday songfest.

In memory of the 248 who lost their
lives, Reverend Nehemiah Thompson
offered an invocation. The national
anthem was sung by former South
Plainfield resident, Candice Helfand,
Remarks by Richard W. McCriskin II
were followed by Amazing Grace per-
formed on bagpipes. The crowd was
hushed as SPHS student Alyssa Aiello
stepped forward with her trumpet to
play Taps. Closing remarks were made
by Rev. Charles Mingle.

The South Plainfield Eagles Midget
Cheerleaders gathered around the

•

base of the tree to flip the switches
that would light the tree decorated
with thousands of lights. Shortly after
Santa Claus and his friend, Frosty the
Snowman, arrived on a fire truck. As
the crowd made their way to the final
destination, they sang Christmas carols
and then arrived at Flanagan's Restau-
rant and Pub for refreshments.

The remaining original members of
the U.S. Army 101st Airborne Divi-
sion General McAuliffe NY7NJ were
not in attendance at the tree lighting,
but arrived earlier in the day to honor
their fallen comrades. The honor
guard laid a wreath beside the tree.

SPHS Announces the First Quarter Honor Roll-
Junior and Senior Class

Se»«w-Ryan C. Abarabar, Taylor
A. Adorna, Alyssa L. Aiello, Rachel
M. Alexa, Lisa Alfano, Jesse M.
Allen, Bacilio Alvarado, Samuel
E. Alvarado, Sadiq Amirii, Lauren
E. Annetta, Christopher O. Any-
amene, Daria W Approvato, Pie-
rina V. Asenjo, Carly H. Ashnault,
Yadybel J. Ayala, Ryan J. Billich,
Jayme A. Bishop, Joanna Bosse,
Kiel L. Brown, William M. Brown,
Adam J. Buck, Henna D. Budhan,
Olivia J. Butler, Joelle D. Butrico

Heather L. Calderone, Kenneth
J. Calderoni, Constance Caldroney,
Rebecca L. Carney, Erika V Carrillo,
Amanda Chen, Stephanie K. Chris-
tian, Chelsey M. Colucci, Lauren
A. Conrad, Jillian N. Correse, Kayla
C. Cotone, Lara E. Cribb, Michele
L. D'Angelo, Deanna S. Dean, An-
gela M. DeSantis, Nicole M. Disch,
Michael Dispenziere, Jonathan M.
Ditmars, Glenn E Edridge, Michael
W. Eosso, Louis A. Esposito

Nicole D. Firmin, Michaela G.
Fore, Jessica Frank, Joseph N. Fu-
gazzi, Amanda M. Gabrielli, Jairo
Gaitan Jr, Jeffrey R. Gillen, Connor
R. Gillis, Jenae Goodson, Elizabeth
A. Gratta, Kaitlyn M. Graziano,
Gabrielle M. Guancione, Sarah E.
Hageman, Jaclyn M. Handwerger,
William C. Hartmann, Christopher
F. Hebreo, Michelle R. Hernandez,
Amanda N. Hoagland, Samantha D.
Hoang, Jorgen-Erik Holtermann,
Jesus A. Huayta, Charles J. Huber,
Tori L. Huber, Riley J. Hubner, Ryan
J. Hutchison

Joseph K. Ifrach, Iris N. Ivaniuc,
Rajesh P. Jaikaran, Randy J. Jakubik,
Taylor N. Jarema, George I. Jerro,
Raziyah S. Jeudy, Kristina G. Jewkes,
Keely A. Joaquim, Megan J. Kac-
zka, Lauren K. Keane, Brigitte M.
Kelly, Alexander M. Khidre, Julian
X Krupit, Michael M. Krusinowski,
Hieu Q. La, Marina T. Lam, Justin P.
Lesky, Cory J. Limone, Alexander J.
Liszewski, Matthew R. Little, Thalia
I. Lopez, Griffin A. Lynch

Natalie J. Madurski, Chante N.
Martin, Jennifer Martinez, Sarah A.
McCarthy, Sean M. McDede, Jamie
L. McLean, Lindsay R. McMahon,
Troy A. McNair, Astrid J. Mendoza,
Denzel J. Mensah, Michael J. Mochar-
ski, Amanda S. Murtagh, Michelle
Nguyen, Joseph A. Nicastro, Lauren
M. Nichuck, Eric Niemeyer, Xiomara
Nieves Castillo, Erin E. O'Connor,
Tara L. O'Day, Pearl D. Paguntalan,

Michael A. Parello, Steven A. Paskow-
itz, Gary S. Pastuna, Kishan S. Patel,
Ruchi D Patel, Ruchi N Patel, Shruti
S. Patel, Tarang G. Patel, Jason J. Pat-
tison, Vasant T. Persaud, Thi Quan
H. Pham, Vincent Phan, Amanda
N. Pileggi, Kyle M. Pompnio, Jeffrey
R. Praul, Cassandra Prendergast,
Heather M. Prete, Samantha J. Pu-
kash, Michael R. Pullen

Deanna M. Ranger, Christopher
D. Richard, Patrick) M. Robles, Alexa
I. Rocco, Sarah M. Roibal, Nicholas
M. Ross, Richard J. Rotella, Cindy V
Ruiz, Joana E. Sa, Karly M. Sariko,
Jennifer I. Saravia, Nicholas J. Savoca,
Katelyn J. Scarinci, Jessica C. Scar-
pitto, Danielle M. Schaaf, Michele
A. Schuetz, Nehal A. Selim, Miguel
A. Serro, James V Setnicky, Andrea
Sierra, Michael J. Simone, Rebecca
A. Smith, Daniel E Sticco, Edward
P. Sullivan, Sten Sutt

Angelina M. Tamburri, Joseph D.
Taricani, Nicholas E. Taricani, Joseph
Thibault, Shana A. Tom, Celene
Torres, Danielle M. Tramutola, Julie
Iran, Thu A. Tran, Kristin R. Tre-
slar, Nicholas J. Tuyp, Agupunam I.
Ufondu, Nicole A. Usuriello, Arleen
J. Velasquez, Jennifer V Villacres,
Megan Whitney, Kerry L. Yorkanis,
Ellen P. Zinsky

Juniors-Sofia M. Abd Elhady,
AsiaN. Acevedo, Robert A. Aimone,
Alexis M. Alba, Ashley Ampaabeng,
Lanna M. Arki, Jared E. Aronowitz,
Tiffany R. Avila, Jennifer L. Barone,
Luis B. Benitez, Samuel. A. Ber-
mudez, Brendan T. Berry, Laura S.
Biggs, Ashanti C. Bishop, Miranda
N. Black, Angela C. Brown, Stuart O.
Buckelew, Harshil A. Budhan, Ryan
P. Bundy, Casey E. Butrico, James C.
Butrico, Alexis D. CargiU, Roshni
Chiluka, Jaiiea K. Clark, Janine M.
Colicchio, Michael E Connolly, James
D. Conrad, Ken Crilley

Thomas G. Daly, Nicole C. Dau-
bert, Sabrina T. Del Piano, Jean G.
Delatour, Jake R. Dingier, Debby G.
Donis, Erica L. Fisher, Marcus Garcia,
Miranda E. Garcia, Christine L. Gec-
zy, James L. Gerber, Khadijia L. Gilm-
ore, Neeraj B. Girkala, Jerry S. Giron,
Jessica C. Gomes, Angelica Grasso,
Kyler J. Griffin, Michael J. Grzenda,
Joshua S. Guirguis, Laine A. Harris,
Tyler P. Herriott, Kristen N. Hoelzel,
Tyler J. Holoboski, Tyler R. Hunt,
Desiree M. Jackson, Austin Jenkin,
Tanya D. Joshi, Rajath Kenath,
Joseph E Krawiec, Troy W Kurilew

Aimee Le, Vivian Lee, Ashley N.
Linick, GinaM. Longo, Guillermo E.
Lopez, Kimberly Lozarito, Sbianne
C. Martinez, Ivana J. Mata, Shane R.
McCoid, Victoria A. McKay, Michael
T. McNeil, Sai Kumar Medicherla, Nii
Sackey Mills, Omar H. Mohamed,
Brian Nguyen, Vyvian K. Nguyen,
Katherine M. O'Brien, Christopher
J. O'Keefe, Kyle J. O'Keefe, Jamie R.
Pagdonsolan, Joseph R. Palazzo, Me-
lissa A. Pasternak, Arpit P. Patel, Chi-
rayu B. Patel, Devang V Patel, Shivam
K. Patel, Joshua L. Peery, Daven K.
Persaud, Stephen J. Petriello, Melissa
K. Plasse, Nicholas W. Pleeter, Kath-
rine R. Podlovits, Jesenia D. Portillo

Jamie V Quail, Allison Quintanilla,
Alyssa M. Ragno, Ryan P. Riccardi,
Erika S. Ritchie, Bryan K. Rovayo,
Andrew J. Sanchez, Zachary G. Sbor-
done, Rachel E. Scrudato, Emily A.
Sella, Asma B. Shafqat, Brandon J.
Shea, Daniel F. Sims, Payal P. Sindha,
Joseph O. Skwiat, Stephen Slatky,
Marissa L. Smith, Daniel J. Snogans,
Sharon L. Solano-Tapasco, Raven
Sperr, Katherine Staynings, Tyler J.
Stranzenbach, Michael J. Suckoe,
Olga K. Tarnawska, Jennifer L. Ter-
cek, Jessica A. Thompson, Amanda
M. Tjong, Yensyn R. Toro, Kim-
berly D. Tran, Margaret A. Valentino,
Alex A. Valladares, Lisa M. Vallone,
Queenly Lauren S Ventura, Albert

C. Vill, Washington E. Villagomez,
Kathleen E. -Vincent, Jonathan M.
Viola, Allison E. Wagner, Javough 0 .
Watson, Allison M. White, Brendan.
R. Wilson, Colin R. Wilson, Zachary
D. Wilson, LaRhonda A. Womack,
Meagan A. Yanick.

Columbiettes*
Cookbook on Sale

The South Plainfield Columbi-
ettes' cookbook is completed and
ready for sale. Cookbooks are $12
each, or $11 if purchasing more
than one. Proceeds from the sale
of the book will go towards the
group's charities, including a local
soup kitchen.

To obtain a copy, contact either
Kathy at (908) 756-3772 or Nancy
at (908) 561-5917. Requests can
be emailed to kathyll30@gmail.
com. Copies of the book are also
available at the Sacred Heart Par-
ish Center during regular business
hours.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL
AUTO BODY ELECTRICAL FINANCIAL/TAXES

tyamihf Owned
S Spaded
$ti/96£

AUTO BODY
Expert Color Matching ̂ 7

lifetime Repair Warranty
Lie. No. 00992A-

908-757-1933
3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

On Time Electrical^
Contractor EC

Readential'Industrial'Gommercial
No Job Too Small

908451-3313
_,. OnCall24lirs.

"•" ' Fully Insured &
Bonded NJ

'BILLRITCHEY Uc #8854

PADGETT
PADGETT BUSINESS SERVICES*

WHERE YOUR SUCCESS TAKES ROOT"

Accounting Today 200$ Top 100 Finn

Business and Personal Taxes •
Payroll • Financial Reporting

Don Duffy, MBA - Owner
South Plainfield, NJ

(908) 668-6906
djJufry@smallbizpros.eorn

Call fora FREE Consultation!

PAVING & MASONRY

DiFRAMCESCO
PAVING » MASONRY

D r i v e w a y s • P f f i : _ ; : ••. .:•••, , : -

Slate • 6/uestone • Excavating • Foundations • 8/ockWork

Cultured Stone • Drainage • Water Proofing

i 3RD GENERATION I N BUSINESS • •

908-668-8434 I

i. McCarthy Contractors.
^Complete Pool Maintenance & Repair

i Pools-Ponds-Water Features .
WE SELL S INSTALL SAFETY COVERS

AND DO LINER CHANGES '

SALESAND

SERVICE

Blaise McCarthy
• Mgmbsr of NSPA

20 years Experience
Fully Licensed & Insured ' SOUTH PLAINFIELO
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Author Visits Grant School
(Continued from page 1)

know I wanted to be a writer," Thomas told

her audience. "The thought of doing anything

creative seemed impossible because only

talented people can do that-paint a picture,

write a poem or a story. But I have learned one

of the hardest things about doing something

creative is to believe you candoitltmayseem

impossible, but over the years I've observed

what is really important is that you sit down,

and day after day do it, and before you know

it you are a writer. Almost every sentence

Fve written has been rewritten 30 times."

Bruce Masopust, Director of Moose Heart Board; Alex Lyszczasz, Admin-

istrator of Edison Moose Lodge #1978; Bill Stevens, Governor of Edison

MooseLodge#1978;GeorgeW.McCullough III, SupremeGovernorof Moose

Heart; Sqt. Lawrence Minott, Marine Corps of USA; bale Walters, Deputy

SupremeGovernor; and David Long.AssistantArea Manager of Moose Heart

Edison Moose Lodge Hosts
Supreme Governor of Moose Heart

Edison Moose Lodge # 1978 mem-

bers welcomed Supreme Governor of

Moose Heart, George W McCullough

IK and his wife, Sue, from Charlotte,

N.C. on December 12.

Among the special guests were

Deputy Supreme Governor Dale

Walters of Moose Heart, Director of

Moose Heart Board Bruce Masopust,

Assistant Area Manager Moose Heart

David Long, Mayor of Edison Anto-

nia Ricigliano, Battalion Chief James

Hook, Battalion Chief Kevin Ogrady,

Firefighter Peter Yackel from the Ed-

ison Fire Department and Marine

Corps Sgt. Lawrence Minott.

Officers of the lodge present were

Governor Bill Stevens, Jr., Gover-

nor Joe Micaele, Admistrator Alex

Lyszczasz, Treasurer Bob Peterson,

Prelate Andy Snyder, one year trustee

Ed Dalesandro and three year trustee

Steve Karlowski.

McCullough honored the wonder-

ful job the lodge members had done

rebuilding their lodge from the fire

that destroyed it a few years ago.

Mayor Antonia Ricigliano, handed

McCullough a proclamation in honor

of his visit to Edison Moose Lodge,

and recognized and encouraged all

residents to honor him for his com-

mitment and dedication of the less

fortunate. Among other accomplish-

ments, the Supreme Governor is a dec-

orated Vietnam veteran and recipient

of the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.

McCullough presented checks to

Marine Corps Sgt. Lawrence Minott-

for Toys for Tots from American

Legion Father and Son Post #435,

Edison Moose Lodge #1978 and

other members of the lodge The

lodge collected three large containers

of toys from local merchants, organi-

zations and members.

The Moose Lodge presented the

supreme governor with a Thomas

Edison coin as a token of his dedica-

tion to the Moose Heart.

by DebraJ. Shukski,

South Plainfield Elks IMge
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Classified Advertising Rates: $i5/three lines; $i/each

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

SOFTWARE ENGINEER-DSGN, DVL.I",
create, & modify general computer applies
sw or specialized utility programs a wide va-
riety of specialized hardware, sw, language
& tools including but not limited to one or
more of the following: Exploria. Work loca-
tions include S. Plainfield, NJ & various cli-
ent locations in the U.S. as assigned. Mail
resumes to eTeam, Inc., attn. HR 1001 Dur-
ham Ave. Ste. 201, S. Plainfield, NJ 07080.
Resume must specifically identify all skills
relevantto job offered. (SE2010SRK).

SCHOOL CROSSING GUARDS-SOUTH
Plainfield area part time. Must have car and
home phone. Call (201) 795-9890.

CLEANING SERVICE

RELIABLE WOMAN TO CLEAN HOMES,
apartments, offices. Good references, 17
years experience. (732) 672-1211.

FRANKLIN SCHOOL AREA-Lost female
cat, long black hair, small in size. Please call
Jean Sherwood at (908) 756-2548 (home) or
(908) 346-7667 (cell phone).

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUY NEW JERSEY FOR $495! Place your
25-word classified ad in over 125 NJ news-
papers!- Call Diane Trent at 609-406-0600
ext.24, email dtrent@njpa.org or visit www.
njpa.org. (Nationwide placement available)
Ask About our TRI-BUY package to reach NY
NJ and PA!

FREE ADT-Monitored Home Security System &
a $100 VISA Gift Card from Security Choice.
Find Out How! Call Today. 1-877-334-5640

AUTOS WANTED

A CAR DONATION HELPS SICK KIDS! DONATE
YOUR CAR TO "SONGS OF LOVE". Featured on
NBC (TODAY SHOW), CNN. Tax-deductible, all
kinds of vehicles accepted. SONGSOFLOVE.
ORG 888-909-SONS (7664)

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vaca-
tion, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All Paper-
work Taken Care Of. 1-877-873-1598
AUTOS WANTED 2000 and Up-CASH PAID!
Honda, Toyota, Nissans, SUV's and Jeeps. All
vehicles WANTED. 24 hr. CASH Pick-up. Any

condition. 732-496-1633

Please DONATE your car. 1-800-692-1221
CHILDRENS HOPE.CHARITIES Tax deductible-
free pickup-any condition. Also receive gift
certificate for each car donated. Help Us, Help
Children.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! Place
your 25 word Classified ad in over 125 news-
papers throughout NJ for $495. Contact Diane
Trent 609-406-0600 ext. 24. www.njpa.ord

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

Do you earn $800 in a day? Your own Local
Candy Route! 25 Machines and Candy All for
$9995.877-915-8222. All Major Credit Cards
Accepted!

COLLEGEBOUND NETWORK: Free Advice!
We'll Help You Choose A Program Or Degree
To Get Your Career & Life On Track. Call Col-
legebound Network! 1-877-872-0053.

CREDIT CARD RELIEF * * * * FREE CONSULTA-
TION " * * Save Thousands of Dollars Out Of
Debt In Months - NOT Years! Avoid Bankruptcy
NOT A High Priced Consolidation Company Or
A Consumer Credit Counseling Program CALL
CREDIT CARD RELIEF 866-479-5353 Not
Available in All States

FINANCIAL SVCS.

FAST IRS TAX RELIEF. Do You Owe $10,000
or MORE to the IRS? We Help You Settle Your
Overdue Taxes for LESS! FREE Consultation!
1-888-692-9714

Omaha Steaks-Wrap up your Holiday Shop-
ping with 100% guaranteed, delivered to- the-
door Omaha Steaks! SAVE 67% PLUS 2 FREE
GIFTS - 26 Gourmet Favorites ONLY $49.99.
ORDER Today! 1-888-702-0468 Mention of-
fer 45102 AEH or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
holidav47

PROFLOWERS for the HOLIDAYS! Gifts and
Bouquets Starting at just $19.99. Go to www.
praflowers.com/Dreamy to receive an extra
20% off your order or Call 1 -888-587-2798

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Cherry Bedroom Set Solid Wood, never used,
brand new in factory boxes. English Dovetail.
Original Cost $4500. Sell for $895. Can De-
liver, call Tom 201-210-8721.

LEATHER LIVING ROOM SET. In original plas-
tic, never used. Original price $3000. Sacrifice
$975. Can deliver. Call Bill 732-649-7012

H.WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS

Driver: CDL-A We've Never Looked Better! Our
package of benefits is the best it's ever been.
Pay, Bonuses, Miles, Equipment $500 Sign-On
for Flatbed. CDL-A, TWIC Card and Good driv-
ing Record. Western Express. 866-863-4117.

Driver-Single Source Dispatch. LOTS OF
FREIGHT. Daily or weekly pay. Flexible sched-
ule. Newer Equipment. Van and Refrigerated.
CDL-A, 6 months recent experience. 800-414-
9569. www.driveknight.com

MISCELLANEOUS

NEED TO REACH THE PRESS? Send us your
press release and we'll do the rest! Fee. Call
Diane Trent at v609-406-0600 ext.24,email
dtrent@njpa.org or visit www.nipa.org.
Reach over 1.4 Million Households! Place your
2x2 Display Ad in over 120 NJ weekly news-
papers for ONLY $1250. Call Diane Trent at
609-406-0600 ext.24,email dtrent@njpa.org
or visit www.njpa.org. {Nationwide placement
available) Ask About our TRI-BUY package to

reach NY NJ and PA!

DISH - BEST OFFER EVER! $24.99/mo (for 1
year.) 120+ Channels, FREE HD! FREE DVR
Upgrade! PLUS, Call NOW & SAVE Over $380!
CALL 1-888-843-1073 '

CASH FCR GOLD. Sel! yc-ur Gold Jewelry. Re-
quest Your FREE Kit. Cash In 24 Hours. 1 -877-
739-0184 •

AIRLINES ARE HIRING. Train for high paying
Aviation Career. FAA approved program. Finan-
cial aid if qualified. Job placement assistance.
CALL Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 877-
564-4204

ATTEN0 COLLEGE ONLINE FROM HOME.
•Medical, "Business, "Paralegal, "Accounting,
•Criminal Justice. Job placement assistance.
Computer available. Financial Aid if qualified.
Call 888-220-5975 www.CenturaOnline.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.njpublicnotices.com - Subscribe to re-
ceive automatic notices: sheriff sales, foreclo-
sures, RFR bids for schools, town meetings,
variances.etc.

For the

advertise your business weekly
and get the

we offer.

Advertise your business weekly

and get 28% off the open rate.

For more information,

call 908-668-0010. | Serving South PlainfieU Since 19971

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/
FLOORING/CARPETING HEATING & COOLING PLUMBING, HEATING, COOL

Residential & Commercial

"We'll Bring Our Mobile Store to your Front Door"

M Y WAY CARPET

AND FLOORING!
' . • ' . • • , • • • • ' • " „ • • , . • ' • ' . . . . . • : ' . , • ! • • . ,

www.Fine-AntS-Sing.com 0 % No intrest, No payments for 1 year

LOUFASANO

HEATING & COOLING, me.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

(908)755-9141

Take
advantage of
$l,500
Federal Tax Credit
on High Efficiency

Equipment

Professional
Plumbing. Heating

REAL ESTATE ROOFING SNOW REMOVAL

& Cooling, inc.

[908)561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY

« • • • • • • • • #
WINDOWS

Moretti Realty
Put your trust in o Realtor

who con get the most
money through

knowledge & experience!

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sherwaode@morettireally.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

Prudential
New Jersey Properties'"

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resident
For Over 39 Years

908-753-4450X121
(732) 653-0322

Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@att.net

-K. Rose Mam Pelton

4 $ Prudential NJ Properties®

659 Mountain Boulevard, Watehung, NJ 07069

Since 1960

J.T.PENYAK
ROOFING

908-753-4222
www.penyakroofing. com

3571 KENNEDY ROAD
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SANDING - SALTING

• Office Buildings
* Apartment & Condo Complexes

• Retail Stores

•Schools and Churches
-Sign up now for 24 hour service-

908-756-7272

Art's ^
Window Service

Phone (732)849-0767
Cell (848) 391-1435

Fully Insured & Licenced



•12- • To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010 December 24,2O1O

BOE Appointments and Aetions
By Libby Barsky

The Board of Education approved
the following on December 15:

• Appoint Jessica Leary as Middle
School Physical Education teacher at
$44,996 per year to replace Natalie

' Zeno-Carr who is on unpaid leave from
January 3 through June 30. Leary
graduated from Liberty University in
Lynchburg, Va. with a BS in health and
physical education and was a volunteer
Softball coach and trainer.

• Transfer Robyn Mikaelian from
Middle School English teacher to guid-
ance counselor with no change in sal-
ary effective January 3. She is a tem-
porary replacement for Denise deMel-
lo who is on a leave of absence.

• Appoint Esther Pak long term sub-
stitute at Roosevelt replacing Samantha
Nicolay who is on leave of absence from
January 3 through May 4.

• Appoint George Moutafis as long
term substitute high school special
education teacher from October 4
through January 19 at $120 per day
He replaces Greg Genz who has been
on a leave of absence.

• Appoint Connie Barca as long
term substitute computer teacher at
Roosevelt from November 1 through
December 31 replacing Annemarie
Stoeckel who was promoted to super-
visor of technology.

• Promote Grant School speech
therapist Gayle Butrico from 3/5 to
5/5 at Step 13 MA salary of $75,096
(prorated) effective January 3. Butrico
will be replacing Deana Luchs.

• District Music Team Leader An-

\ BRINGINTW9AD&CET _

( ^ ONI DOZEN

Designer,-, full i
Bagels (&1/611 i

Golden Acres Shopping Center
692 Oak Tree Ave., S. Plainfield

drew Veiss' stipend will reflect the ad-
justment in his salary due to advance-
ment on the salary guide from a sti-
pend of $4,130 to $4,188, retroac-
tive to September 1.

• Ronald Baltimore appointed high
school choral director, previously ap-
proved at the September 20 board
meeting, was rescinded.

• Appoint Tracy Murray high school
choral director, Step 5 at a prorated sti-
pend of $2,565.50 (7 months service)
effective December 1 through June 30.

• Appoint Sherry Affinito as sub-
stitute secretary/clerk typist at $10.50
per hour effective December 16.

• Transfer $52,935 from the main-
tenance reserve account into the gen-
eral fund to pay for the following
completed projects: asbestos abate-
ment in the administration building
and Kennedy School; fire panel and
replacement of smoke detectors at
Roosevelt School; clean and apply fire
retardant to high school stage curtains;
annual fire inspection; district boiler
cleaning; and replacement of the fire
alarm annunciator in Riley School.

Knights Youth
Free Throw
Championship

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 is spon-
soring the annual youth free throw
championship on Sunday, Jan. 9. All
boys and girls ages 10 to 14 are in-
vited to participate in the local level of
competition.

Registration will be held at 8:30
a.m. at the Sacred Heart School gym-
nasium. The competition starts at 9
a.m. for boys and girls ages 10 and
11. Girls ages 12, 13 and 14 will be
from 10-11 a.m. Boys ages 12, 13
and 14 will be from 11 a.m. to noon.

All contestants on the local level
are recognized for their participation
in the event. Participants are required
to furnish proof of age (birth certifi-
cate) and written parental consent.

For more information, call Robbi
Matusz at (973) 534-6447.

Submitted by Joe Scrudato

SPHS Holiday Concert Features Handel's Messiah

Orchestra Director Bruce Mikolon
welcomes the audience.

By Patricia Abbott

South Plainfield High School Or-
chestra and Combined Chorus annual
Christmas concert was held on De-

DSrSURAJSrCZE AGENCY
Your neighborhood agent since 1961

510 Hamilton Blvd.
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080Trusted

Choice 908-757-6666 FAX 908-561-0032
www.kapeinsiiTance.com

Business - Auto - Home Choral Director Tracy Glenn Murray
greets students and the audience.

cember 14. In keeping with tradition,
the group presented a quadrennial
performance of George Frederick
Handel's, Messiah. The challening
piece, featured every four years at
SPHS, allows the four grade levels one
year each to take part in the famous
work. The original works normally
takes a full two and a half hours. The
SPHS concert was pared down.to
about an hour.

The performance was an oratorio
for four-part chorus of mixed voices;
soprano, alto, tenor and bass soli and
orchestra. In addition to the numbers
performed joindy by the chorus and
orchestra, there were five featured so-
loists, Franis Suarez, Miguel Mejia,
Kathleen Vincent, Erin O'Connor
and Rusty Teller.

The conceit, was conducted by Or-
chestra Director Bruce Mikolon. Cho-
ral Director Tracy Glenn Murray, who
had been hospitalized and only re-
cently returned to SPHS, was unable
to participate in the preparations for
the concert; however, Murray did at-
tend the concert, taking a moment to
speak to the audience and students.

Working with the chorus in
Murray's absence, teacher Ronald Bal-
timore rehearsed with the students
from September through November.
Upon Murray's return on December
1, Baltimore volunteered to stay and
help with chorus rehearsals. "Baltimore
worked in-depth with the soloists as
we got closer to the performance. I
was most grateful for all of his help,
and I wish him the best of luck in his
future endeavors," said Murray. Balti-
more also served as piano accompa-
nist for the conceit.

On hand to enjoy the students'

LEGAL NOTICE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1912

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT
AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which
are included herein, has been finally adopted by
the Borough of South Plainfield, in the County of
Middlesex, State of New Jersey on December 20,
2010 and the 20 day period of limitation within which
a suit, action or proceeding questioning the valid-
ity of such ordinance can be commenced, as pro-
vided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from
the date of the first publication of this statement.
Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost
and during regular business hours, at the Clerk's
office for members of the general public who re-
quest the same. The summary of the terms of such
bond ordinance follows:

Title: "Refunding Bond Ordinance Providing for
Payment of Amounts Owing to Others for Taxes
Levied Resulting from Settled Tax Appeals in and
by the Borough of South Plainfield, in the County
of Middlesex, New Jersey, Appropriating $590,000
Therefor and Authorizing the Issuance of $590,000
Bonds or Notes of the Borough for Financing the
Cost Thereof."

Purpose: To pay an aggregate amount not exceed-
ing $560,014.88 for amounts owed by the Borough
to the owner of Bit Holdings Fifty-Three Inc. located
on Park and Oak Tree in the Borough, as more
specifically known as Block 222, Lot 1 on the tax
maps of the Borough and for the costs associated
therewith.

Appropriation: $590,000

Bonds/N.otes Authorized: $590,000

Grant Appropriated: N/A

Section 51 (b) Costs: $29,985.12

Useful Life: N/A

ATTEST:

Joann Graf/Municipal Clerk

$37.95 December 24,2010

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1909

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 157 OF
THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAIN-
FIELD ENTITLED "SEWERS' was adopted after a
Public Hearing and final reading were conducted
on Monday, December 20,2010 at the Public Meet-
ing of the Governing Body which began at 7:00
p.m. in the Municipal Building, 2480 Plainfield Av-
enue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 and is being ad-
vertised in The Observer, December 24,2010.

ATTEST:
Joann Graf/Municipal Clerk

$28.00 December24,2010

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1910

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 187,
VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, OF THE CODE OF THE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD was adopted
after a Public Hearing and final reading were con-
ducted on Monday, December 20,2010 at the Pub-
lic Meeting of the Governing Body which began at
7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 2480 Plainfield
Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 and is being
advertised in The Observer, December 24,2010.
ATTEST:
Joann Graf/Municipal Clerk

$27.56 December 24,2010

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1911

BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally adopted by the
Borough of South Plainfield, in the County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey on December 20,2010 and
the 20 day period of limitation within which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such
ordinance can be commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement. Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and during regular
business hours, at the Clerk's office for members of the general public who request the same. The
summary of the terms-of such bond ordinance follows:

Title: "Ordinance Amending Section 3(b) of Bond Ordinance #1890 of the Borough of South Plainfield,
in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey, Finally Adopted May 3, 2010 in Order to Amend the Description
of the Project."

Purpose: Section 3(b) of Bond Ordinance #1890 of the Borough of South Plainfield, in the County of
Middlesex, New Jersey, finally adopted May 3,2010 which provides for the acquisition of a front end loader
is amended to read as follows:

Purpose

bJAcquisition of a front end loader
and a mason dump truck, including
all related costs and expenditures
incidental thereto.

Appropriation and
and Estimated Cost

$137,000

Estimated Maximum
Amount of Bonds or "Notes

$130,000

Perioa of
Usefulness

15 years"

Appropriation: $0

Bonds/Notes Authorized: $0

Grant Appropriated: N/A

Section 20 Costs: $0

Useful Life: N/A

ATTEST:
Joann Graf/Municipal Clerk

$52.13 December 24,2010

Soloist Frances Suarez

musical talent was Interim Superin-
tendent Dr. Gary Bowen, Interim
High School Principal Anthony
Massaro, newly appointed SPHS Prin-
cipal James Pederson and Board of
Education members Debbie Boyle,
Bill Seesselberg and Steve Bohn.

Chorus member Jordan Katowich

If you want results
for your business,

you've got to invest
in your business.

'foserver
Call 908-668-0010.


