
Calling all students! The 2010-2011 Junior Journalist program starts now. Send in your entries.
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Four high school students, Jordan Davis, Jennifer Villacres, Richard Rotella and Bjorn Delacruz, were offered a
unique opportunity to intern at Borough Hall this summer in a shared services collaboration between the Board
of Education and the borough. Students gained practical experience and performed community service. The
interns were recognized at a recent council meeting. Pictured along with the interns are borough officials.

OjficialsMeetWUhDEPon TruckBypass
By Jane Dornick

Borough officials met with high
ranking members of die N J. Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) last Wednesday to discuss
plans for the upcoming submission
of designs and permit applications for
the Hollywood Avenue truck bypass.
Survey and traffic studies are near

completion as well as obtaining writ-
ten permission from affected property
owners. The necessary applications
should be ready for formal review by
the DEP in November.

Mayor Charles Butrico, along
with Council President Matt Anesh,
Councilwoman Chrissy Buteas (who
arranged the meeting), Ad hoc com-
mittee member Frank Mikorski and

Will Lamastro of South Plainfield, on leave from the Air Force, greets a
youngster at the Labor Day parade. The boy approached Lamastro to
shake his hand and thank him for "keeping us safe." Will showed his
appreciation with a smile and a handshake. -Photo by Patrida Abbott

Eligible Property Owners to Receive
Homestead Benefit Applications

The Division of Taxation will be
mailing 2009 Homestead Benefit appli-
cations to all eligible homeowners, both
seniors and non seniors, during the
month of September 2010. The dead-
line for filing is November 1, 2010.
Members of the public who need as-
sistance should contact the Homestead
Benefit Hotline at 1-888-238-1233.

The Division of Taxation recently

mailed 2009 Senior Freeze (Prop-
erty Tax Reimbursement) checks to
eligible applicants who filed by the
original deadline of June 1, 2010.
The application deadline has now
been extended to November 1,2010.
Public inquiries may be made by call-
ing (800) 882-6597. You can also
access information at www.state.nj.us/
treasury/taxation/.

The Observer is the best
source for borough news..
Call 908-668-0010 or email: spobserver@comcast.net

Remington Vernick & Vena engineers
Terry Vogt and Randy Laks appeared
in Trenton to discuss the importance
of the project to the borough.

Buteas described some of the top-
ics of discussion being quality of life
issues, the scope of the project and
how it has changed over the years,
the timeline for submitting permit
applications and the significance of
maintaining an open dialogue be-
tween both parties.

"The meeting was very productive
and I appreciated the opportunity
to speak with the DEP about the
overall importance of this project to
the residents of South Plainfield,"
remarked Buteas.

Mikorski said it was strictly an
"information meeting" where they
presented drawings and viewpoints of
the borough. He felt it was good to
get to see and know the people that
they will be dealing with in the future;
however, the DEP cautioned that
they would not make any comments
or judgments at this particular stage.

"1 believe we presented a good
review of the history of Helen Street
and the need to move forward with
Hollywood Avenue," said Anesh. "We
were encouraged to move forward
with an application if we wanted
the project evaluated from a DEP
perspective. We indicated to the ad-
ministration officials die safety, busi-
ness and environmental impacts of
our current truck route and how the
Hollywood Avenue extension would
alleviate them."

Mayor Butrico felt it was an "ex-
cellent meeting with a lot of good
dialog" between both parties and
that the DEP was able to give the
borough some guidance and direction
on getting the permit applications
completed. He said he stressed the
negative effects the current truck situ-
ation poses and how the new road will
enhance businesses in the borough.
One of Mayor Butrico's main goals
at present is to obtain support from
local establishments in favor of the
new truck bypass route.

Tax Appeals Business
As Usual for Borough

"...Every year we have t
appeals, and so far we
have paid out less this
year than in other year

-Glenn Cullen, Borough CFO

By Jane Dornick

The Borough Council returned
more than $42,000 to 20 property
owners who won favorable judg-
ments on tax assessment appeals at
the September 7
meeting. An addi-
tional $4,500 was
refunded during
Monday evening's
meeting.

Tax Assessor
Marge Ackerman
said that her office
has seen over 200
applications this year alone. Most of
the petitioners receiving reductions
on Monday were commercial real
estate owners; the remainder were
residents who had purchased newly
constructed homes during the real
estate boom, explained Ackerman.
Some of the appeals had been initiated
several years prior and were fought in
court by attorneys.

"It's funny," remarked CFO Glenn
Cullen, "every year we have tax ap-
peals, and so far we have paid out less
this year than in other years."

It was recently reported that this
year Piscataway had to bond nearly

$8M for tax appeals, Monroe $5M
and East Brunswick S1.3M. Cullen
can't understand why South Plainfield
is making front page headlines.

"I'm not sure why we are getting
the press. The market affects the

_ real estate values.
There are some
properties in town
that are probably
over assessed and
others that are un-
der assessed. It is
an issue that has
always existed, and
the borough is do-

ing everything it can to make sure it
stays financially sound," said Cullen.

The borough chose to place all
of the appeals on the agenda at this
particular time to coordinate with the
mailing of fourth quarter tax bills.
Credits were issued to property own-
ers as opposed to the town collecting
the money and then having to refund
a portion.

There is currently $155,000 set
aside in this year's municipal budget
for successful tax appeals, as well as
$150,000 in reserves. According to
Cullen, prior to now the borough had

(Continued on page 5)
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Plans for the redevelopment of the Hamilton Industrial site.

Hamilton Industrial Site
Redevelopment Plan Approved
By Libby Barsky

The Borough Council approved
the final adoption of an ordinance
amending the redevelopment plan
for the Hamilton Industrial site (for-
merly occupied by Cornell-Dubilier)
at Monday evening's meeting.

Electronic components were manu-
factured on the property from 1936-
1962 during which time the company
dumped polychlorinated biphenyls
(PCBs) and other hazardous sub-
stances dirccdy onto site soils during
its operations. In 1998, die site was
added to the National Priorities list for
Superfund cleanup. Cleanup at the site
has progressed steadily over the past
year, and should be completed in 2011.

According to the amended rede-
velopment plan, die site is divided by
Hamilton Boulevard into two rede-
velopment areas: Area 1 on the east
where the newly opened New Market
Avenue Extension cuts through, and
Area 2 on the west side.

Area 1 contains approximately 27
acres bounded by Hamilton Bou-
levard, the Lchigh Valley Railroad,
Spicer Avenue and Factory Street.
Principal permitted uses include retail
stores and commercial and service
businesses, including self-storage
and office/warehouse. A portion
of the land along Spicer Avenue is
proposed as a landscape buffer to act
as a screen between the site and the
residents on Spicer Avenue. The buf-
fer would consist of a six-foot high,
board on board fence and evergreens
or deciduous trees and shrubs. There
would also be pedestrian access at a
Spicer Avenue location.

Proposed for conservation purpos-
es are environmentally sensitive flood
plain and wetland areas containing
an existing stream and located along
the easterly and southerly portion of
the property bordering the Lehigh
Valley Railroad and Factor}' Street.
Also left remaining will be the water
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