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We Will
Always
Remember

2001
In Honor of the

Service & Sacrifice
The heroes and victims of September 11,2001-

;i day etched in the minds of all Americans-were
honored by the South Plainfield Elks Lodge #2298
at a Patriot Day ceremony.

Following a welcome by Exalted Ruler Bill
Router and a prayer by Peter Smith, Elks members

offered words of remembrance.
Mayor Charles Butrico spoke to die audience about

the significance of 9/11 to die history of this country,
and then presented Reuter and the Elks widi a Patriot
Day Proclamation on behalf of the Borough Council.
Councilman Rob Bengivenga offered a personal experi-

ence from 9/11. "September 11 th is a day of remembrance
and honor," he began. "I remember nine years ago. I was asleep in my
dorm room when my roommate came in saying his dad's building just
got hit by a plane. I asked him what he meant. He said the Pentagon
and the World Trade Center had been hit. We turned on the TV and
that's when I saw the buildings burning. I looked at him and said my
aunt is in one of those buildings. No phones worked that day, and as

tears came down our eyes, we got word his father was okay and eve risked
his life to help save others. Unfortunarcly, my aunt was not so lucky, and
she will be forever remembered. We need to always remember the spirit
we had that day and the unity we felt as Americans."

Exalted Ruler Bill Reuter had this to say: "Our Patriot Day service is a
simple, but very moving, service. It is a way for we, as Elks, to honor the
victims of 9/11 and to honot the men and women who have put on the
uniforms of our armed services."

UNICO services at the Firefighters Memorial last Saturday honored those who perished,
were injured and those who rushed to aid victims of the terrorist attacks on September 11,
2001.the mayorand council, members of the Board of Education, policeandfire departments,
rescue squad, American Legion and more than 100 guests attended. Rev. Charles Mingle
offered an opening prayer. Master of ceremonies was Councilman Rob Bengivenga;
speakers included Mayor Charles Butrico, UNICO President Anthony Bengivenga and
Council President Matt Anesh. UNICO Vice President Robert Bengivenga raised a flag

s names of all those who perished and a wreath was placed at the memorial.


