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Voters Reject the BOE Budget
Two New
Members to
Join Board

South Plainfield voters em-
phatically rejected the proposed
Board of Education 2011-2012
budget on Tuesday. Voters were
asked to approve a tax levy of
$40,688,003. The final vote
was 2,096-1,398. If approved
property taxes would have increased
by approximately $100.34 on the
average home assessed at $122,500.

Three candidates were running
for a three year term on the board
unopposed. Incumbent Debbie Boyle
received the largest number of votes,
2,131, while newcomers Chris Hub-
ner received 1,930 and Gary Steven-
son got 1,901. Board members Bob
Jones and Pio Pennisi did not seek
reelection; however, Pennisi will be

Christopher Hubner Debbie Boyle Gary Stevenson

replacing Tim Morgan, who resigned
last month.

The borough council will now have
the option to make spending cuts to
the budget. No date has been set for
the council to discuss what, if any, cuts
they will propose. Any cuts proposed
by the council can either be approved
by the BOE, or if they disagree, they
can appeal to the state. The council
approved a resolution to hire Suplee
Clooney to provide accounting and
professional services in the event vot-

ers rejected the proposed budget.
The Board of Education will hold

its organization meeting on Monday
April 26, at 7:30 p.m. at the Roosevelt
Administration building.

New board member Gary Steven-
son has been a volunteer fireman with
the borough's fire department for the
past seven years and currently serves
as president. He was a fireman in
Iselin for 12 years and a member of
the Iselin First Aid Squad for 21 years.

Stevenson is a lead specialist
engineer for Verizon. His wife
of 37 years, Carolyn, is a speech
therapist in the Woodbridge
School District. They have two
married daughters.

Christopher Hubner, a bor-
ough resident for 25 years,
is married and has two sons.
When his boys were younger,
he was a member of the SPJBC
board, and was involved in the
all star baseball team and trav-
elling soccer. His older son is a
2007 graduate of SPHS and is a

junior at Penn State. His younger son
plays varsity baseball and is a member
of die golf team.

Hubner is a strong believer in the
importance of being involved in the
community. "1 now have rime available
to me. As a board member, I will bring
skill sets that are managerial, an open
mind and experiences, including being
a member of the financial committee,"
said Hubner.

Acting Police Chief Paul Brembt

Brembt Appointed
ActingPolkeChief

Captain Paul Brembt was officially
named acting chief of police by the
mayor and council at Monday eve-
ning's council meeting.

Brembt will head up the depart-
ment until Chief John Ferraro's retire-
ment is official on August 1. Ferraro
retired on April 16, after serving the
borough for more than 28 years.

Acting Chief Brembt has been with
the police department for 25 years.

(Continued on page 7)

Design a Logo for the Dismal
Swamp Conservation Area

The Dismal Swamp Preservation
Commission (DSPC) is seeking the
input of local youth to design a logo
for the conservation area known as
the Dismal Swamp.

The contest is open to students
in grades seven through 12 attend-
ing public, private, parochial or
home-schools in South Plainfield,
Mctuchcn and Edison Township.
The artwork must incorporate one
or more of the primary focuses of
the DSPC: protecting and preserv-
ing the ecological, historical and
recreational values of the Dismal
Swamp. Artwork must incorporate
the wording "Dismal Swamp Con-
servation Area."

Entries will be judged on con-
test theme, creativity and artistic
merit. Winner will be announced
on Tuesday, June 7, in the council
chambers of the Borough of South

Plainfield at 7 p.m. The winner will
be awarded a $50 cash prize. All
entrants will receive a certificate of
appreciation, and become the prop-
erty of the commission. Deadline
for submission is Friday, May 21,
by 2:30 pm.

A complete list of contest rules is
available electronically by E-mailing
spnaturetrails@verizon.net.

Participating schools will col-
lect the entries of their students.
Home-schoolers should deliver
their artwork to the recycling co-
ordinator's office at Borough Hall,
2480 Plainfield Ave. by Friday, May
21, by 2:30 p.m.

The Dismal Swamp Preservation
Commission was established by the
Senate and General Assembly of
the State of New Jersey to provide
comprehensive regulatory authority
and regional planning for the area.

The South Plainfield High School Winter Guard competed at the Mid-Atlantic Indoor Network's Championship
competition on April 17. After months of practice they finished their 10th competition tour with an amazing
performance at South Brunswick High School for MAIN Championships, receiving a score of 78.4 in the Scho-
lastic Regional A class. The Winter Guard is sponsored by the SPHS Music Booster Association.

Journey Back
To the Civil War
This Saturday

The public is invited to journey
back in time to the Civil War Era
(1861-1865) this Saturday, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Spring Lake Park.

Rc-cnactors representing the
Union Army Infantry and Artillery
will pitch carrip along the banks of the
old Laing mill pond known today as
Spring Lake.

Sponsored by the South Plainfield
Historical Society in honor of Lt.
George C. Boice, Sgt. Henry Bran-
tingham and Privates Hugh Downey,
Aaron F. Randolph and Augustus
Ryno of this community. Everyone is
welcome to attend this free event.

Councilwoman Chrissy Buteas gets her blood pressure reading prior to
donating blood at Girl Scout Troop 65118 blood drive for the American
Red Cross at the Senior Center on April 10.


