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BOEGrappling
With 27.8% Cut
In State Aid
The Board of Education has been
planning for a worst case scenario
after Governor Christie appropriated
the districts $1.6M surplus. He also
said he would be cutting the 20102011 state aid to the schools another
15%. On March 17, the board learned
a few hours before the meeting that
the cut in state aid would be 27.8%,
or $2,798,651 less than last year. Last
year the district received $10,058,141
"in state aid. This year the district will
receive $7,259,490 for die 2010-2011
school budget.

The Star-Ledger sports writer Bob Behre presented SPHS Principal Dr. Ken May, Athletic Director Mike Buggey and the N.J. State Champion wrestling
team and coaches with The Star-Ledger Top 20 Trophy on Monday.

Education Reserve Open House
Features Guided Nature Walks

Displays at the Highland Woods Education Reserve include a new Ice Age
exhibit and geologic time scale.
Nature lovers-Spring has arrived!
See what's new at Highland Woods
Environmental Education Reserve
on Saturday, March 27 from 1 to 4
p.m. The Friends of the Woods are
hosting an open house and guided
nature walks free of charge.
Take a stroll with a Friends of the
Woods nature guide in search of
spring migratory birds and the delicate and beautiful native wildflowers
along the trails.
Wildflowers setting blooms in late

March include White Wood Anemone, Dwarf Ginseng, Trout Lily,
Mayapple, Spring Beauty and several
varieties of violets. Bring a camera to
capture their beauty.
The birds are now arriving from
southern climates where they have
over-wintered. Many will stay in the
area and breed. Others will stop to
feed and rest before moving on to
northern breeding grounds. Visitors
can observe many bird species chowing down at the wild bird feeding
station behind the nature center. The
birds can also be seen from the observation windows inside the center
where there arc bird field guides to

help with identification.
Inside the nature center are two new
displays. A geologic time scale with
fossil examples that helps to explain the
evolution of life. The Ice Age exhibits
helps explain what South Plainfield
looked like 20,000 years ago when a
gigantic ice sheet stopped along Woodland Avenue. Take the EQ Challenge
and see how savvy you are about energy
conservation in your own home.
Other inside exhibits include: The
Native Americans, animal tracks,
birds, rocks of New Jersey, animal
skulls and recycling.
Highland Woods Environmental
Education Reserve is located at
115 Sylvania PL, off South Clinton
Avenue.
For further information, E-mail
spnaturetrails@verizon.net.
Donations of bird seed would be
greatly appreciated.

The $1.6M BOE surplus was initially going to be used to provide tax relief
to residents. With the surplus absorbed
by the state, instead of introducing a
lower tax rate, the board is in the process of fashioning a budget expected
to increase the school tax rate by four
percent, or 11 tax points, to offset die
$2,798,651 reduction in state aid.
At the March 18 budget workshop,
board members Debbie Boyle and
Bob Jones objected to the possibility
of a four percent increase and voted
against the tentative budget. The two
board members had worked together
to uncover line items that would yield
(Continued on page 26)

Borough Seeks Ways to Cut Budget
By Libby Barsky

Since February 1, when Councilman Raymond Rusnak announced
a shortfall of $600,000 that amount
has grown to $2.3M. The added
expenses for two snow removals
and extra overtime and cleanup
costs due to the recent rain storm,
as well as a $700,000 cut in state
aid, have added to the shortfall. The
budget was a topic of discussion
at a special council meeting held

Monday evening.
Council members examined ways
to plug the budget gap and discussed the following possibilities:
• Asking those who provide
professional, legal, engineering and
other services to cut their fees;
• Reduce the full time position of
tax assessor to part-time;
• Develop an overtime cap for
borough employees;
• Eliminate fireworks and parade
K 26)

The Grant Elementary School Student Council sponsored a Coins for Haiti
fundraiser, and within two weeks were able to raise $1,023 to donate
to the American Red Cross. Students placed their loose change in water
jugs in the cafeteria and teachers donated $5 to be able to wear jeans
to school. Presenting a check to Michael Prasad, director of emergency
services, Tri-County Chapter, American Red Cross are Assistant Principal
Rob Richkus, Student Council Secretary Katherine Dolinski, President Brian
Csobor, Vice President Nicholas Spadavecchia and Principal Leo Whalen.
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time changes.) To purchase a complete copy of a
council or BOE meeting, contact the Observer. BOE To the Editor:
In 2007 when Deborah Boyle ran
meetings air on Thursdays at 7 p.m. The BOE budget hearing can be seen on Tuesdays at 9
p.m. and Saturdays at 1 a.m. and 7 p.m.
for the BOE, her premise was: "It is a l
about the kids." Her extensive involvecouncil
ment and achievements have proven her
Meets twice a month on Mondays, "except where noted.
commitment to this motto. I would
Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605
life to take it further, however, expandAgenda Meeting
Public Meeting
ing it to: 1?s all about making life betApril 5
April 5
ter for everyone in South Plainfield."
April 19
April 19
It is a rare function that has not
All Agenda Meetings begin at 7 p.m. followed immediately by the Public Meeting, unless
otherwise noted. Meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with the N.J. Open benefited from the leadership and supPublic Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Ave. port of Debbie Boyle. Her sense of
civic responsibility has impelled her to
planningboard
work hard for the improvement of
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, 'except where noted.
South Plainfield. Her ideas are acted
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641
upon and she motivates others to
Apr. 13, Apr. 27, May 11, May 25, June 8, June 22, July 13, July 27, Aug. 10, Aug. 24,
work their hardest to get results. She is
Sept. 14, Sept. 28, Oct. 12, Oct 26, Nov. 9 Dec. 7.
a force to be reckoned with-the kind
that South Plainfield needs to be the
zoning.:
town we all can be proud to call home.
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7641
As an advocateforeducation, she is
Apr. 8, Apr. 22, May 13, May 27, June 10, June 24, July 8, July 22,
a current member of the BOE, has
Aug. 12, Aug. 26, Sept 9, Sept 23, Oct 14, Oct 28, Nov. 1 1 * and Dec. 9.*
been the president of the Middle

boardofeducation
Meets Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave.
'except where noted.
Committee of the Whole: March 31; Regular Public Meeting: April 14
Meets once a month on Wednesdays at 4 p.m. in 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.
(April to be announced)
Meets second Monday of the month at 7 p.m., 2nd floor conference room,
Roosevelt Administration Building

recreatiom
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7716

[taxpayers:
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplan
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.
Apr. 20, May .18, July 20, Aug. 17, Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov.16, Dec. 21

environmental

School PTO, a trustee on the South
Plainfield Education Foundation,
tapes the council and BOE meetings
for the community Comcast Channel
96 and serves on a multitude of
projects for all of the schools. She coauthored a grant to acquire security
cameras, works on Project Graduation,
and is the chair of Shared Services. She
is the epitome of service and giving.
Debbie is a leader whose dedication
has brought advancements and has fostered a sense of township pride in many
people. For instance, for years, many
families hoped to establish a high school
swim team. This dream had never been
realized until Debbie led the drive,
along with me, my husband and several other parents. Through personal
support and hard work, and by providing financial assistance from the
Boyle Foundation, Debbie Boyle was
able to secure a high school swim team.

All townships and school systems
Meets once a month (second Wednesday) Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m.
will be experiencing ever more diffiQuestions? 908-226-7621 ~ ;
April 14, May 12, June 9, July 14, Aug. 11, Sept. 8, Oct 13, Nov. 10, Dec. 8, Jan, 12 2011. cult economic challenges in the coming years. We need someone like
business
Debbie Boyle to lead us through
Meets once a month (first Wednesday) Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m.
them.
MARY PIEKARSKI

Monday, March 29, Senior Center 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7605
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Dear Editor,
It has been our great privilege and
honor to have served with Mayor
Charlie Butrico. With utmost integrity, unyielding strength of character,
and compassion for the people he
serves, Mayor Charlie Butrico sets the
standard for public service. We wish
him nothing but the best because
nothing but his best is what he has
always given to us.
We have been proud to call him
our mayor and we will always be
proud to call him our friend.

EDITORIAL
908-668-0010
.

• Personal care

• Laundry

• Transportation
• Light housekeeping

• Errands
• Medication reminder

Submit Your Letters to the Editor:

Send your letters to South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield,
NJ07080, orfaxtD 908-668-8819, orviaE mail:
spobserver@comcast.net Deadline is Monday.
5 p.m. Letters must be accompanied by a name
and telephone number for verification. Limit tetters to no more lhan 200 words. We reserve trie
right to refuse a letter, to edit for clarity or length,
and to limit the number of letters submitted on
the same subject Submission is not a guarantee of publication. We do not accept anonymous letters. Letters are strictly opinion.

scheduled for later in the year.
When the announcement was
made, without even missing a beat,
FORMER COUNCIL PRESIDENT
the teachers and staff sprung into acRAY PETRONKO, FORMER
tion. They graciously volunteered to
COUNCILMAN JOE SCRUDATO
AND COUNCILWOMAN
chair the entire event which is a big
CHRISSY BUTEAS
undertaking. This of course is not their
job. However, they shopped for all
DearEditor,
the food, setup after school and early
Everyday we drop off our children in the morning, served and cleaned
at school and turn the care of our little up all with a smile. The breakfast was .
ones over to the teachers and staff. We a huge success and enjoyed by all who
expect them to teach our children be- attended. This contribution helped all
cause that is their job. We expect them
concerned by allowing the PTO to
to watch over our children and keep
continue working on the auction
them safe during the day because that
while still giving the families one of
is their job. We expect them to comtheir favorite events.
municate with us when there is a disciOn behalf of our Franklin families
plinary problem or if our child is strugand the PTO, we want to say thank
gling with a lesson because after all,
you for all that you do every day to
that is their job.
enrich our lives and for reminding us
At Franklin Elementary School our what commitment, pride and comteachers and staff do so much more munity is all about.
than their job. The commitment arid
SINCERELY,
support they show everyday to the
FRANKLIN SCHOOL PTO
families of our community is amazing.
Franklin Elementary School holds Dear Editor,
an annual Lenahan Family breakfast
Not long ago, at one of our local
in March. The cafeteria is decked out schools, two kids (neither one of mine)
in its St. Patrick's Day finest, Irish music got in a fight. Not much of a fight
is played and Franklin families are in- really. One kid sucker punched another
vited to share a breakfast of green ba- and ran away. The kid who was struck
gels, muffins, cereal and fruit with their did not strike back. H e took the hit
loved ones. It is truly a wonderful way like a man. In accordance with our
to start the day and has become a be- school's policy, both kids are susloved tradition at the school.
pended, and I think that a grave injusUnfortunately this year, due to some tice has been done.
unforeseen circumstances, the chairperFirst, why has the kid who did not
son of the event had to cancel a few strike back been suspended? For the
days prior to the breakfast. As bur an- sin of getting hit, he's suspended? Unnual auction was quickly approaching derstand that in today's ultra competithe PTO was unable to arrange the tive environment for acceptance into
breakfast on such short notice. It was the better colleges, this kid just lost a
decided that the breakfast would be cangreat deal of opportunity. With this
celled for March and hopefully be re(Continued on page 27)

SINCERELY,
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in-home consultation.
Call (732) 912-9312

Experience Isn't
Expensive,
Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda
Sue Espin, Mlchele Leavy B

Services Include and are not limited to:
• Companionship
• Meal prep

1110 Hamilton Boulevard, Suite IB, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Ph: 908-668-0010 • Fax: 908-668-8819
Email: spobserver@comcast.net
www.spobserver.com

March 26,2O1O

South PkinfkWs Premier Real Estate Team

(908)

755-5300
Ext. 302
(908)

Email: homes@LacerdaTeam.com
www.LacerrJaTeam.com

Moretti Realty

578-1166

225 Maple Ave., South PlalnHeM, W 07080
Each office independent^ owned Operated

• •

CIRCULATION
To subscribe to the Observer
call (9081668-0010
ADVERTISING
Display (908) 668-0010
Classified (908) 668-1258

Publisher/Editor-in-Chief
Nancy Grennier
Associate Publisher
......Wayne Grennier
Art Director/Associate Editor..... Susan Kaneps
Staff Writer/Photographer
Patricia Abbott
Staff Writer
:
UbbyBarksy

Editorial Assistants.. Jane Domick, Jean Fultz
Production Assistants
Jennifer DcCosta,
Holly McDede, Barbara Smith
Advertising Sales.....Jane Dornick, Jean Fultz

Far over 20 rears Frank and Ms crew have keen
South Plaintields Go To Buys when it comes to
ear repair and maintenance. We've worked hard
to earn your trust Our commitment to
you remains as was back in 1989:

The South Plainfield Observer (U.S.RS. 018253) is published weekly, except Thanksgiving week. Second
class postage paid at South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080-9998. Postmaster: Forward change of address
orders to G6G Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004. Subscription rates $29.95/year in South Plainfield; $34.95 year out of town. '

No one will work harder to satisfy you.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We encourage the submission of stories and photos. To get an article published: Type (double spaced)
the article and mail, email or fax. Include name, address and telephone number. Deadline for submis-

sion is Monday, 5 p.m.
UTTERS TO THE EDITOR
Submit letters to the editor by mail, emaii or fax. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to

1521 Raric A%r<s
So Plain field

edit for clarity or length. Letters must include name and phone number, for verification.

To comment on the content or to suggest a special story idea,
contactthe publisher at (908) 668-0010.
r , ••;;
The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

;;;';•:£•

Is1 Time Customers receive $5
off on a lube. Oil, and Filter
Service or $20 off any service
over $100.00

March 26,2010

• To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 9O8-668OO1O

D A.R.E. Officer Talks toStudents About Personal Safety
home in our town. Their efforts include those who are potentially the
most vulnerable, our elementary age
children.
D.A.R.E. Officer Sherlyn Courtney
visited Roosevelt and Franklin schools
where she gave a D. AR.E. presentation
stressing personal safety on March 12.
The first issue covered was the importance of not answering the door
to strangers or someone unexpected,
even if they are known to the chil, dren. She elaborated that it is important not to answer the phone as well,
and explained when to call 911 and
Officer Sherlyn Courtney with Roos- the information die caller should provide. She told die youngsters that if
evelt School students.
someone not expected should come
to the door, they should be quiet and
By Patricia Abbott
stay away from windows. Students
111 light of the recent rash of bur- nodded their heads in agreement when
glaries and break-ins, the South Plain- she told them that doors should be
field Police Department has strived to kept locked at all times. Courtney told
increase public awareness of safety at them that a bad person will sometimes

use tricks to get a child to open a door
such as, "My car broke down and I
need to use your phone," "Yoxir mother
sent me," or "I have a puppy for you."
Even with the knowledge of the tricks
it might be difficult for a child to determine when it is safe to open the door
to someone they know.
Courtney suggested that the youngsters and their parents agree on a secret
password or code to let the child know
that it is safe for them to let the person
in. After the presentation they held a
brief question and answer session. Before leaving each child received a
D.A.R.E. pencil.
Courtney noted that she will be
visiting all the elementary schools,
Future Stars and grades K-4 at Sacred Heart. A notice was sent home
to parents listing the issues to be discussed. If parents have any questions
or concerns, they can reach Officer Officer Courtney talks to Franklin School students about safety.
Courtney at (908) 226-7717.
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Linda Surks Speaks to Eighth Graders About Drugs
By Libby Barsky

The Tiger Den of Cub Scout Pack 207 was given a tour of Wendy's Restaurant
on Oak Tree Road on March 2. Store Manager Dan Kiernan took the scouts
through the whole restaurant, showed them how they prepared the food,
and answered all their eager questions. The best part for the scouts was
making their own Frosty sundaes! Pictured are Wendy's Restaurant Store
Manager Dan Kiernan, Cubmaster Tom Berry, and scouts Jason DelPaoli,
Patrick Berry, Tanner Price, Christopher Lee and Danny McLeod. All the
scouts wish to thank Mr. Kiernan and the Wendy's Restaurant staff for
their patience and hospitality!

When the doctor told Linda Surks
that her son Jason, 20, had overdosed
taking prescription drags it was the
first time she learned Jason had used
drags.
"I was blindsided," she told the 220
eighth graders at her presentation on
March 12. For 20 years, Surks has
been a presenter for the National
Council on Alcoholism and Drag Dependence of Middlesex County, teaching about the dangers of drugs.
Middle School Guidance Counselor Denise DeMello and Health
Teacher Sheryl Hughes invited Surks
to speak to the students.
The NCADD flyer notes, "Prescription drags are the drag of choice
among 12- to 13-year-olds." In her
presentation, Surks didn't mention
the other facts of prescription drag
abuse in the flyer, including the fact
that "one-third of all new abusers of
prescription drags in 2006 were 12to 17-years-old," or that "the number
of Americans who abuse over-thecounter (OTC) and prescription drugs
has more than doubled from 7.8 million to 16.2 million between 1992
and 2006" and "abuse among teens
has more than tripled during that
time." Instead of statistics, she spoke
only of her son, Jason, who was 20
when he died six years ago.
"I have a personal story to share
with you of my son Jason so you
know who Jason was," Surks said.
Jason was attending college pursuing a degree in pharmacology when
the overdose occurred. An ambulance

Come in & enjoy

H4 HAIRCUTS

BRENDA VAXLECILL A
£S$dfk Attorney At Law
300 Maple Ave, Suite 201 • South Plainfield
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was sent when
his college roommate couldn't
rouse him.
At the hospital Surks saw mat
a tube had been
inserted into
Jason's throat,
but the doctor
said the pills he
Linda Surks
had taken overwhelmed his ability to breathe.
Throughout the presentation attention was focused on pictures of Jason
as the first grandchild for both families
and shown as a youngster with his sister enjoying family occasions and vacations with his parents and grandparents. H e also found time to try
out for drama and was a lead in the
production of Grease several times.
On August 22, 2004 the Jason
Surks Memorial Prevention Resource
Center was dedicated in his memory
at the NCADD of Middlesex County
located at 152 Tices Lane in East
Brunswick. It houses reference reports,
a video lending library and free bro-

chures on drags.
Jason's father, Mark Surks, wrote
these words about his son Jason.
"Jason was a person people gravitated towards. He was good-looking
and smart and humorous. H e had a
buddy list a mile long and a ceE phone
bill that required a part-time job. I
told him often that he had a social life
that I only dreamed of when I was his
age. H e had something within that
made life click along seamlessly for
him. This gave him a sense of invincibility. That, coupled with a lack of risk,
imbued Jason with what he felt was a
Teflon veneer. Jason, like most teens,
really did not have a proper gauge with
which to measure risk."
To counter the pressures put on
kids to try drags Surks urges students
to value their life.
"You have the choice to put down
the pill, drink or smoke if tempted.
Taking drags make you feel good but
in the end they will change your life.
You need healthier ways to cope and
find a healthy way to deal with life so
you don't use drugs," she said.

Widows Group Forming
Are you a widow beyond the initial
grief stages (two plus years) who is
ready to transition and reconnect trj
life after loss? If so, please join the
WINGS (Widows in Great Spirits)
group. A place to find new friendships, explore new directions, laugh
and learn together.
This grassroots effort, created by
Nancy Juman and Nancy Jones, and

supported by the Metuchen Edison
Woodbridge YMCA, seeks to create an
environment for learning and socializing during the transition and reconnection to life after loss of a spouse or
significant other. Group meets Sunday,
March 28 from 2-4 p.m at the
Metuchen Library, 480 Middlesex Ave.
Please RSVP to Nancy Juman at
(732) 549-7622.

Councilwoman Sponsoring Essay Contest
In order to provide high school students with an opportunity to recognize the importance of Women's History Month, Councilwoman Chrissy
Buteas is sponsoring a Women's History Month Essay Contest. A com- ,
mittee comprised of South Plainfield
residents will select a student that recognizes the importance of women's
history and the continuous struggle
to provide equal rights for all women.
Contest participants should discuss
a specific event or accomplishment of
National Woman's. Party founder
Alice Paul's life that is significant, and if

given the opportunity to create a
project to continue Alice Paul's legacy
here in South Plainfield, what would
that project be and how would it be
implemented?
Essays should be between 500-750
words and be submitted by Friday,
March 26, and is open to any South
Plainfield resident in grades 9-12. The
winner will receive a $250 American
Express gift card, a copy of Past and
Promise, Lives of New Jersey

Women,

and will be recognized in local media.
The winner will be announced on or'
before Sunday, March 28.

The following Web sites may be
helpful in research: The Alice Paul Institute: www.alicepaul.org/; NJ Women's
History: www.scc.ratgers.edu/njwo
enshistory/; and The National Women's
History Project: www.nwhp.org/.
Submit essays to: Councilwoman'
Chrissy Buteas, Borough of South
Plainfield, 2480 Plainfield Ave., South
Plainfield, N.J. 07080 or E-mail essay to christinebuteas@comcast.net.
Include name, address, grade, phone
number and E-mail address.
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District Hosts 41st Annual District Music Festival
place in the middle school, which at
the time was South Plainfield High
School. With the opening of the new
high school in 1975, the event was
held on a Friday night in the Joseph A.
Mondoro Auditorium. In that same
year, the elementary string ensemble
was added to the program.
In the early 1980s, the Music Educators' National Conference instituted
Music in Our Schools Week. Within
a few years, this grew to be the Music
in .Our Schools Month. The festival
became the district celebration in recognition of music and its impact on
the lives of students.
For 11 years the festival was held in
the auditorium and in 1986 it was
moved to the gymnasium.
Since 1991, the District Art Exhibition has been included in the festival. It gives public exposure to the
choral director, and Davin Haining,
works of many talented young artists
high school band director, arranged a
from all grade levels.
combined junior-senior high school
In 2004, the concert was moved
concert. The next year, 1970, the elback to the auditorium to accentuate
ementary schools were invited to para higher level of performance for the
ticipate. Students-from each of the elstudents and to provide a superior
ementary schools were chosen to form
concert experience for the students as
a select chorus and band for the event.
well as parents.
The performance on March 14,1970
When the first district festival took
was named the South Plainfield District Music Festival and laid the foun- place in 1970, 349 student musicians
participated. This year the district festidation of the present festival.
For several years the festival took val had over 600 students performing.

The 41st annual District Music Festival and Art Exhibition took place at
the high school on March 11. Baritone John Delacruz opened the proner, followed by welcoming remarks
by Jose Negron, superintendent of
schools. .Board of Education members Bill Seessdberg and Debbie Boyle
also attended the show.
The evening began with the Grant
School Orchestra, conducted by Diane
Lee and accompanist Joan Stasio,
playing Indian Dance, Fiddlin' to
Boston and Caper Capriccioso.
The middle school Oriyx, Donna
Markiewicz-conductbr and Frank
Jacobson-accompanist, sang The
Phantom of the Opera. The Middle
School Orchestra with Sarah Livecchi
conductor, played Emerald Point
Overature and Surprise Symphony.
The high school Jades, conducted
by Tracy Murray, sang Duke of Earl
and the orchestra, conducted by Bruce
Mikolon, performed Three North
Highland 'Bines and Ashokan Farwell.
Grant School Chorus with Joan
Stasio directing and Paul DiDario accompanist sang The Star-Spangled
Banner, I've Got a Song to Sing, Hear
That fiddle Play with Diane Lee on
violin, and Peanut Butter Jam with
bass xylophones-Shanaya Martinez,
Bianca Murcelo, Michaela Therattil;
alto xylophones-Dion Pender, Kim
Sheedy, Nicole Timmerman; soprano
xylophones-Vincent Cano, Paige
Ewing, Adanna Ibeku and drumsNick Spadavecchia, Sam Cosby, Kirsty
Sperr and Rqina Patel. Middle School
Concert Choir, Donna Markiewicz
conductor and Frank Jacobson accompanist sang Angels and Lean on
Me. Both the middle school and high
school chorus' sang Man in the Mirror. The high school chorus, Tracy
Murray conducting, sang Thriller.
The band portion began with soprano Kathleen Vincent singing the
Star-Spangled Banner.
Grant School Band, with Joan
Stasio and Mart Tweed conducting,
played Low Rider, Firebird Suite and
Russian Sailor's Dance. The jazz
band, Mark Tweed conducting, then
performed various selections. The
middle school concert band, Andrew
Veiss conducting, played Chorale: It
is Well with My Soul and Michael
Jackson: Through the Years. The high
school jazz band, Roger Vroom conducting, played Blue Rondo a la Turk

:SS
Choir members perfrom at the 41 st annual District Music Festival.
featuring Justin Lesky on trumpet
and Emily Roseo on alto saxophone.
The high school concert band, Roger
Vroom conducting, performed Serenata and Pirates!
In between performances the high
school Winter Guard, directed by
Mary Ecklund and Lauren Hartong,
interpreted the musical selection Those
Who Stayed.
Student honors 2009-2010 were
Rutgers Children's Choir Roosevelt
School: Alyzah Ziga, Kyle Gallardo;

Central Jersey Music Educator's Association Region I I : Wind Ensemble: Justin Lesky, trumpet; New
Jersey Music Educator's Association
All State Symphonic Band: Justin
Lesky, trumpet; All-State Orchestra:
Justin Lesky, trumpet and National
Art H o n o r Society: Tara O'Day,
Jillian Cortese, Jacqueline ConteAinsworth, Michaela Fore, Sarah
McCarthy and Jessica Scarpitto,
Allison Dressler,advisor.
In 1969 Peter Franks, high school
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Hall of Fame
Seeks 2010
Nominees
The South Plainfield High School
Hall of Fame Committee is again holding their search for candidates for induction into the Hall of Fame. The
Hall of Fame was established at South
Plainfield High School to recognize
outstanding graduates as leaders in their
fields who could serve as role models
for current and future students.
To be eligible, all Hall of Fame candidates must have graduated from
SPHS at least 15 years prior to nomination, and they must have achieved a
prominent position in their careers or
made a significant contribution to the
world/community.
Those candidates selected will be
honored at a luncheon and will be
inducted into the Hall of Fame at the
high school's annual Academic Awards
Program on June 2. The nominees
will also have their photographs and
biographies displayed on a "hall of
fame" at the high school.
Community members interested in
obtaining a Hall of Fame nomination
form should call Dr. May at (908)7544620, ext. 248 or 249 or stop by the
high school for an application. The application deadline is Friday, April 16.
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March 27

Club Comedy Show

Comedy Night

The South Plainfield Recreation
Department is proud to announce
the annual Easter egg hunt on Saturday, March 27, 1 p.m. at the PAL
Memorial Field. Residents ages one to
10 are welcome to join in the fan.
Bring a bagforthe eggs and a camera
and take a picture with the Easter
Bunny Call (908) 226-7657 after 9
a.m. in case of inclement weather.

March 21

April 10

Coming Up

WEDNESDAYS

SPHS Booster Club presents 'An
Evening of Stand-up Comedy2' on
Saturday, March 27 at the PAL. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m. Three comedians.
BYOB and food. Raffle prizes and 50/
50. Reservations highly recommended. $25 per person in advance.
For more information, call Ann
Marie at (90S) 756-7543.

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council # 6 2 0 3 , 334
Hamilton Blvd., will hold their annual comedy night on Saturday, April
10. Doors open at 6 p.m.; comedy
starts at 7 p.m. Tap. beer, soft drinks
and light snacks induded. BYO bottle.
Cash bar for mixed drinks. Show will
be PG-13 to Rated R. N o one under
21 permitted to drink.
Tickets ($25) will be sold in advance. Reserve a whole table for family and friends. To purchase rickets,
call Bob Barone at (732) 266-7144.

April 25-27-Tulip Festival
Mayl3 15-Washin 9 ton, DC
Jure 7-10 Niagara Falls

Aerobics

Lenten Fish Dinners

Republican Org.
Victory Dinner

March 26
The Knights of Columbus Council
#6203 and Sacred Heart Church last
Lenten fish dinner will take place on
Friday, March 26 in the school cafeteria,
5 to 7 p.m. Rllet offish (fried, broiled,
parmesan), pasta (cheese ravioli, manicotri or lingaini) or pizza; garden salad,
rice pilaf, French fries or macaroni and
cheese, cole slaw, cofiee, tea or cold drink,
dessert. Take out available. Stations of
the Cross in the church at 7 p.m.

March 27
The South Plainfield Republican
Organization will host a. victory dinner dance at the Crowne Plaza in
Edison on Saturday, March 27.
For information or tickets, call
Cynthia at (908) 447-6980.

Lions Annual Palm
Sunday Breakfast
March 28

Cedarcroft Drama
Club Free Play

The South Plainfield Lions Club
will hold their annual gourmet breakMarch 26
fast on Palm Sunday, March 28 in the
The CBC Drama Club at Cedar- SPHS cafeteria, 8 a.m. tp noon. Pancroft Bible Chapel, 1715 Kenyon cakes, omelets to order, French toast,
Ave., will present Esther, The Chosen sausage, bacon and orange juice. $6
Queen on Friday, March 26,7:30 p.m. per person. Come support your local
The play, written by Nora Stasio and Lions dub. Monies raised are used by
co-directed by Nora and Joan Stasio, the Lions dub to assist local residents
will feature children in grades two in need, Camp Marcella (camp for the
through five, with skits by middle blind), eye banks and seeing eye dogs.
school and high school students.
Admission is free. Refreshments.
Serving South Plainfield Since 1984

www.cicciospizza.com

Ciccio * s Pizza
Maple Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ
(Across From Firehouse) IQQffi 753.4OBO
Open 7 Days

'

'

Phone Ahead For Fast Pick Up

UNICO Community
Blood Drive

nntB ZIPS (n»& SAT)
• " UN
UNLIMITED QUANTITIES

Large

PIZZA

MONDAYS
SllVOr Sl'Gdkl s
Ciixhdhng

You* .. . .
Art Cljf s .

8:45 am
9:30-11:30 am
10:30 am

..... ..

11 '30 am

THURSDAYS
Active Seniors
8:45 am
Shopping Trip
9 am
CraftsClass
10 am
Computer 10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Exercise Class
11 am
FRIDAYS

Bingo
Ladies

13 am-2 pm

am-2
... 10

art TaChi, yoga anil crafts.
Lunch Sen-ed Monty fnday

Senior Center is open daily 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays and Sundays
Coffee and doughnuts will be
served. We hope to see you then.

AprillO
The UNICO Community Blood
Drive will be held on Saturday, April
10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the South
Plainfield Municipal Building, 2480
Plainfield Ave. Free refreshments.
Walk-ins welcome. Local collection
for FlSH; bring non-perishable foods
or canned goods.

SPHS PTA Meeting
Rescheduled
April 12
The next SPHS PTA meeting originally scheduled for Monday, March 29,
has been changed to Monday, April
12 in the SPHS Tiger's Den at 7 p.m.
We will be discussing and making plans
for the upcoming 2010 Project Graduation celebration. If you would like
to hdp out, please try to attend this
meeting.
If unable to attend the meeting, contact Sharon Miller (908) 754-6461 to
find out how you can volunteer.

Dept. of Public Works
Open House
April 17

Mon. & Thurs. 11 am to 10pm
Fri&Sat11amto11pm
Sunday 12pm to 10pm

•

ffiffefflh

ComputeriOam, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Crocheting
1 pm
Tai Chi
2 pm

The South Plainfield Department
of Public Works will be holding an
open house on Saturday, April 17 between die hours of 9 a.m. and noon.
All residents are invited to stop by and
check out the trucks and equipment
as well as the facilities. The mayor and
council will also be available to answer any questions you may have."

Out of Town

Boy Scout Troop 207 Indoor Easter Egg Hunt
March 27
Spaghetti Dinner
April 17

Parker Gardens, located at 1325
Terrill Rd. in Scotch Plains will hold an
indoor Easter egg hunt on Saturday,
March 27 for kids ages three to six at 2
p.m., kids ages seven to 10 at 2:45
p.m. Thousands of eggs hidden beneath
the hay in one of our greenhouses.
Call (908) 322-5552 to register.

Boy Scout Itoop 207 will be holding their annual spaghetti dinner on
Saturday, April 17 from 4 to 8 p.m.
at the South Plainfidd American Legion Post, 243 Oak Tree Ave.
Cost is $5 per ticket and includes salad,
drink, bread, meatballs and spaghetti.
Purchase tickets at the door; take out is Baykeeper Wild &
available. All proceeds will go towards
Scenic Film Festival
troop equipment and events.
For more information or to pur- March 28
chase tickets, call (908) 705-2519 or
The NY/NJ Baykeeper Wild and
(908) 413-1000.
Scenic Film Festival will be h d d on
Sunday, March 28 from 4-6 p.m. at
Little Treasures
Marion Huber Theater at the Two
River Theater Company, 21 Bridge
Open House
Ave. in Red Bank. Light refreshments.
April 17
For tickets, contact Christopher at
Little Treasures, 2177 Oak Tree Rd. Christopherbarrett@nynjbaykeeper.org
in Edison, will hold an open house or call (732) 888-9870.
on Saturday, April 17, 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. They provide infant care through Depression/Bipolar
preschool and summer camp for children ages five to eight. State-of-the- Educational Meeting
art atmosphere and providing each March 31
child with the experience to open their
On Wednesday evening, March 31,
minds and expand their abilities.
the Depression and Bipolar Support
For more information, call (908)
769-3224 .
Does your organization need publicity
for an event? Submit it for publication
in Events Around Town.

Email: spobserver@comcast.net
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Volunteers Needed
For Litter Clean up
Week, April 17-24

Around Town
Alliance will feature at its monthly
educational meeting Howard Rudorniner, M.D., board certified in child,
adolescent and adult psychiatry and
psychoanalysis. The meeting will take
place at 7:45 p.m., using the facilities
of the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship, 21 Normandy Heights Road in
Morristown. The public is invited.
For further local information, call
(973) 994-1143.

Flea Market
April 10

Yes, we are losing count of snow
storms, but the birds have started singing in the morning'. It's time to put
Volunteer Litter Cleanup Week on
your calendar.
The South Plainfield Clean Communities Advisory Board will sponsor a borough-wide cleanup the third
week in April. The main clean-up
event will be on Saturday morning,
April 17. Volunteers will meet from 9
to 10 a.m. at the municipal building
at 2480 Plainfield Ave., t o collect
equipment and dean-up assignments.
We will target roadsides, parks, streams
and vacant lots. Residents are welcome
to organize a crew, or to come on their
own. All volunteers are invited back
to borough hall at noon for a free
pickup picnic.
Call Dr. Alice Tempel, the dean communities coordinator, at (908) 2267621, or E-mail her at atempel®
southplainfieldnj.com for more infof-

Connecticut Farms Church, Stuyvesant Avenue and West Chestnut
Street in Union, is holding afleamarket on Saturday, April 10 from 9 a.m. Heroes & Cool Kids Peer Leadership members with advisor Tony Encinas
to 3 p.m. Table rentals: $35 for 8' and former Giants player Keith Elias.
table or $30 for 6' table. Proceeds
from this event are used for mission
projects of the Women's Association.
The South Plainfield High School To prepare, high school students must
For more information, call (908)
Peer Leadership brought their Heroes complete three training conferences
245-0562.
& Cool Kids program to Grant El- before mentoring. These conferences
April3
ementary School sixth grade students are held at the Vonation in Holmdel
on February 24. The athlete mentor and at Bergen Community College in
People for Animals, a nonprofit aniassisting the peer leaders was former Paramus.
mal welfare organization serving New
April 10
NFL Giants running back, Keith Elias.
Peer Leadership is made up of junJersey, will sponsor a dog adoption
event on Saturday, April 3from11 Best Friends Pet Care with the Asso- An enthusiastic group of students iors and seniors who will be back again
a.m. until 3 p.m. at the PETsMART ciated Humane Society presents an participated in discussions on "Bully- in April to talk about "Drugs and Alstore in Bridgeware's Promenade event to introduce homeless dogs to ing, Facebook and Cyber Bullying" cohol Downfalls." Advisors are Maria
Mall, intersection of Rte. 28 and 287. potential adopters at Best Friends Pet and "Leaving People Out of Invita- V&ndermark, Tony Encinas, Anthony
Emmons and Jessica Marconi-KrisTo adopt orformore information, Care Center, 825 Route 22 West, tions, Parties, Get Togethers."
Heroes & Cool Kids, which began kowski.
go to pfa.petfinder.com. or call (973) North Plainfield on Saturday, April
10,10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
operating in 1998, is a not-for-profit
282-0890.
Bring any dog food items and get organization based in New Jersey. The
raffle tickets and a chance to win many program utilizes the services of curgreat prizes. Enjoy free food, good- rent and former professional athletes
ies, music, face painting and maybe whose personal life experiences have
April3
even save a life. Please come by and enabled them to train high school stu1
Steppin' Out Singles is hosting an rescue your new best friend.
dent leaders. The athletes train high
577 Middlesex Ave. 2328 Plainfield Ave.
For more information, call (908) school students to mentor students
upscale singles dance party at the
(Rl. 27)
South Plainfield
Wbodbridge Hilton, 120 Wood Ave. 614-7835.
on important life skills including
Metuchen
(.mheCVSPM
South in Iselin on Saturday, April 3
sportsmanship, conflict resolution
at 8 p.m. Admission: $15; ages 40
and positive lifestyle choices highlight(across from Friendly's)
908-791-0076 and up; no jeans/sneakers.
ing drug, alcohol and tobacco prevention.
For more information call (732)
April 17
656-1801.
Heroes & Cool Kids is currently
Open 7 Days
The Diocese of Metuchen will implemented in nine counties and the
FREE DELIVERY - We Honor Competitor's Coupons* All Baking Done On Premises
honor Carmel M. Gendngs at its 20th athletes and high school students make
annual Bread and Roses Ball on Sat- three site visits to the schools each year.
urday, April 17 beginning at 6 p.m. at
the Bridgewater Marriott, 700 ComAprils
NAMI-Middlesex, an affiliate of the mons Way in Bridgewater. Proceeds
Buy 6 Bagels
National Alliance on Mental Illness, will benefit the Diocese's Catholic
Buy 6 Bagels
& Get 1 Free
will hold their monthly meeting and Charities programs in Hunterdon,
& Get 1 Free
BAGEL PANTRY ;
BAGEL PANTRY
discussion on Monday, April 5 from Somerset and Warren counties. This
I
Not
valid with other offers •
Not valid with other offers j
Expires5-26-10
•
7 to 9 p.m. at University Behavioral black tie optional event includes dinExpires 5-26-10
ner,
dancing,
silent
auction,
live
aucHealthCare, 671 Hoes Lane, room
D201 in Piscataway. Speaker topic: tion, Monte Carlo style gaming and a
"Personality,Disorders: What Are 50/50 raffle. The cost t o attend is
$150 per person.
They?" Everyone is welcome.
For information, call (732) 562For more information, call (732)
Buy 1 Dozen Bagels
Buy 6 Bagels
Buy 6 Bagels
2438 or visit www.diometuchen.org/
.745-7409.
Bud Beresforrj - Owner, South Plainfield
& Get 3 Free
&
Get
1
Free
&
Get
1
Free
development.
BAGEL PANTRY
Licensed/Insured #13VH03572100.

Heroes and Cool Kids Visit Grant

Adopt a Pet

Hope For Home Dog
Adoption Event

Upscale Singles
Dance Party

Bagel Pantry

Catholic Charities
Bread & Roses Ball

jjtffl

NAMI-Middlesex
Monthly Mtg.

1 FREE
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PAINTIN

732-877-8046

FREE!
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FREE
1
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Not valid with other offers
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I valid with other offers
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Pet Fads for Pet Owners
SERVICE

Specialist

Professional
Plumbing, Heating
S, Cooling Inc.
(908)561-1941
South.Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY

Plainfield Animal Hospital
2215 Park Avenue
South Plainfield

INVITES YOU TO JOIN
YOUR FELLOW PET LOVERS
Every Month Learn More About
Caring For Your 4-Legged Friends
All Talks Are On Tuesday Nights At 7:30 PM
Schedule (Estimated Time Is 1 Hour)
April 13-Breeding And Reproduction
May 11 -Preventative Healthcare/Be Proactive In Protecting Your Pet
June ,8-Fleas, Ticks, And Mosquitos/Diseases They Transmit
Mark Your Calendar

Call Early To Reserve Your Seat - 908-755-2428
(Limited To 15 Pet Lovers)
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Meet our familyat
Sacred Heart School's

"Our mission is to help our students achieve
the highest level of academic excellence
while learning and living the Catholic Faith in
the love, justice, and mercy of Jesus Christ."

OPEN
REGISTRATION

Sacred Heart School
1 Sacred Heart Drive
South Plainfield, NJ
(908) 756-0632

Pre-K through Grade 8
t ••••••*
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Number of Homes Sold Increase
56%, Selling Price Softens 3.5%

Fine Wine, Spirits
and Craft Beer
Tasting Fundraiser
The South Plainfield Education
Foundation (S.P.E.F.) and the Oak
Tree Buy Rite of South Plainfield will
be hosting the second annual Fine
Wine; Spirits & Craft Beer Tasting
Fundraiser. The Education Foundation, which has been in existence since
1994 and originally named Vision
2001, is a non-profit tax exempt organization. The foundation promotes
numerous educational and incentive
programs such as the Gold Card and
scholarships for South Plainfield students. To date, the Education Foundation has awarded over 50 Scholarships totaling over $283,150, and
awarded over $130,000 in endowments. The Education Foundation has
also given back to the students of
South Plainfield over $41,000 in curriculum programs, over $33,000 in
academic incentive programs, and over
$18,000 for school equipment.

Each month, from October through June, middle school teachers choose
one student from each of the three teams in each grade to receive the
honor of being named student of the month. They are chosen based on
their overall attitude and hard work. In addition to having their picture
displayed in the school lobby, Students of the Month also receive a keychain,
pen, lanyard and a handmade plaque from Jeffrey Spezio's industrial arts
class with their picture on it as a momento. Pictured (L to R) are Imrin
Goraya-Avalanche, C.J. Dudek-Monsoon, MikeOlano-Thunder, Chris FowlesTsunami and Matt Belanger-Cyclone. Not pictured is Kristy Percario from
Team Lightning.

Arts in the Garden Tour Tickets onSale

The Edison Arts Society is pleased
to announce the date for the fifth Annual Arts in the Garden Tour.
On Saturday, July 17, (rain or shine)
five •beautiful and unusual residential
gardens in Edison and Metuchen will
be open to the public. The gardens
will all showcase various styles and
themes used for gardens.
A special added feature for the event
will be a tour of two local Historical
sites. The Thomas Alva Edison Museum in Edison, which is the original
For more information, please visit site for the first research and developour Web site at www.vision2001.org ment laboratory in the United States,
and click on the "Events" link or con- and the Franklin School which is a
tact the foundation president, Marge one-room school house circa 1807
Reedy, (908) 561-5800, ext. 302. -which was built by local residents and
No person under 21 permitted. is listed in the New Jersey Historical
State of N.J. Division of A.B.C. Spe- Registry.
Sponsored by the Edison Arts Social Permit #09006993.
The. second annual Fine Wine, Spirits & Craft Beer Tasting Fundraiser will
be held on Friday, May 7 at the Italian
American Progressive Club of South
Plainfield, 1001 Garibaldi Ave., from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Tickets are $30
each, or buy four for only $100. The
night of the event tickets will be $35.
At this time, we have at least nine vendors (subject to change) and food
donated by Hometown Heros and
Flanagan's Restaurant.

ciety, a group of dedicated local artists
in a variety of disciplines whose goal is
to enhance and delight our community, together with the Terra Nova
Garden Club, a group of gardeners
whose main concern is to beautify as
much of our community as humanly
possible. Tickets are now available at
$20 per adult and going fast. Teens
ages 13 to 18 years are $10 per person and children under 12 years are
free; tickets at the door are $25. The
tour starts at 10 a.m. and ends at 5
p.m.
The various disciplines of the arts
will be included in the Tour and will
be coordinated by our Artistic Executive Director, Anne Redlin.
For additional information and to
purchase tickets, contact either the
Edison Arts Society.

According to Guy Moretti, Broker
Owner of Century 21 Moretti Realty,
the number of homes sold in South
Plainfield has increased by 56% in the
last five months as compared to the same
period of time last year. This same increased market activity in South
Plainfield posted a 3.5% decrease in the
median sale price for the same period of
time, according to Moretti.
When asked to explain the softening
of the prices, Moretti suggested the softening can be attributed to the increase
in distressed properties to hit the market
recently as compared to short sales and
bank foreclosures posted last year. "The
current market is also experiencing a
strong increase in first time home buyer
activity," said Moretti. This recent increased buyer demand is pushing prices
up on the traditionally deep discounted
prices associated with housing short sales
and bank foreclosures.
Specifically mortgage programs offered to the consumer are changing daily

along with the underwriting standards
a buyer must comply with. The lender
appraisal process, as dictated by Congress, continues to challenge the recovery process. Other recovery obstacles are genuine concerns surrounding employment. As positive economic data and employment numbers improve the housing market will
rebound and Moretti expects both
prices and interest rates to increase. Real
estate experts suggest the current housing statistics point to a bottoming of
the market as stability returns.
Current 30 year fixed rate mortgages are hovering around the 5%
mark and are at historic lows. Housing inventory remains strong and
IRS tax credits are available to both
first time home buyers and trade up
buyers. The timing appears to be
right to buy for many considering
the purchase of real estate. Many of
these incentives are slated to go away
as soon as April of this year.

SPRING SPECIALS-CALL FOR PRICES
BRICK PAVERS-PATIOS/WALKS/DRIVEWAYS
Ponds & Fountains
Retaining Wails
Landscape Borders
Landscape Plantings
Hydro Seeding & Sod
Mulch / Stone / Topsoil
OVER 10 YEARS
EXPERIENCE
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
FREE ESTIMATES

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
-908-756-7272N.J. Home Improvement Contractor License #13VH00273500

Need A Flooring Quote Today?
"We'll Bring Our Mobile Store to Your Front Door"

M Y WAY CARPET"
MY WAY

Residential & Con

Services for You!

isif u$ Online: www.MyvvayCarpet.com

,-SJV.V-
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Hundreds of Prizes Awarded at Annual Project Graduation Auction
By Patricia Abbott
South Plainfield High School PTA
sponsored their 13th annual Project
Graduation Auction/Raffle in the high
school gym on March 6. Volunteers
spent many hours decorating, setting
up the tables and chairs, as well as the
huge task of organizing the hundreds
of prizes to be auctioned off.
A large crowd formed outside the
door prior to the doors opening. Auction-goers armed with trays, bags and
coolers of food and beverages chatted
as they awaited the opening. Most had
purchased their tickets in advance;
however, many people opted to buy
them at the door. Once inside, they
quickly found their tables and began
the job of selecting and bidding on a
wide array of prizes. Many made numerous return trips to purchase extra
tickets.

......

In addition to the donations made
by businesses, families and individuThe auction began with the lesser als, there were many by educational
valued items and quickly worked up groups and community groups.
to the most sought after prizes-the
Work on the auction begins early
grand prizes and mega raffle prizes. and involves many people filling a
There were 20 grand prizes, including multitude of jobs, from soliciting
Jonas Brothers items, an assortment of businesses, shopping, putting togift cards, sports, dinner and theater tick- gether the baskets, advertising, ticket
ets, Wii game system and more. The sales and more.
mega raffle offered two prizes: a SamThe event relies on the help of stusung 52" LCD HDTV and a Dell Stu- dent runners. Mosdy seniors, the studio 15" laptop loaded with extras.
dents were kept busy non-stop gathering prizes and delivering them to
winners.
While the current economy may
have caused a reduction in attendance,
the auction committee was thrilled

Your Neighborhood Pharmacy

•

', ]

L

with the turnout and noted that the
event was a definite success. The committee consists of Susan Barry, Mary
Cargill, Renee Daubert, Pat Fabino,
Tracey Hartmann, Donna Kasmer,
Barbara Mennutri, Sharon Miller, Teri
Pileggi and Patricia Porzio.
This year marks the PTA's 22nd
Project Graduation, the all night substance free party for graduating seniors.
Held at The Club at Ricochet, the event
offers food and non-stop activities, entertainment, sports and games. The
SPHS PTA is always in need of volunteersforProject Graduation and its associated fundraisers. For more information contact PTA President Sharon
Miller at (908) 754-5461.

HOLY WEEK

AT WESLEY CHURCH

THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Support and
Fellowship

Saturday March 27

Maundy Thursday-April 1

9:00a - 4:00p
Prayer Vigil and Stations of the Cross

7:30p • Candlelight Commemoration of
Holy Eucharist, Fellowship Hall

Palm Sunday-March 28

Good Friday-April 2nd

IO:3Oa
Palm Sunday Service with special music

l2:00-l:00p • Words from the Cross
7:30p • Ecumenical Srvc,St Stevens Church

EASTER SUNDAY
6:30a • Ecumenical celebration at Spring Lake Park
Rain site: Wesley Church at 7:00a

^oratadine
I Omg. 30 tablets

Loratadine
Antihistamine

W e s l e y C h u r c h ISOO Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield
Rev. Dr. Nehemiah Thompson, Pastor • E-mail: thompson3000@verizon.net
Church Office 908-757-2838 / Residence 908-756-1044

.

.""ablets USP. 10 mg Antihistamine
Indoor SL < Hsuk n.x A \ ieaue.s

CHURCH OFTHE SACRED HEART, SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ

Compare to Claritin. No purchase necessary. Expires 4/30/10.

Holy Week & Easter Schedule
PALM SUNDAY- March 28

WILL MATCH OR BEAT
^ny Legitimate Prescription Price from ALL:
Giant Retailers including Walmart, Walgrcens
Pharmacies and Super Market Chains
Come And Try Rich's Pharmacy
Where YOU ARE IMPORTANT!
We'll Save You MONEY and TIME
MINUTE PRESCRIPTION SERVICE
Richard Polack, R.PH.
144 Maple Avenue

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
(908) 754-0707
Jtoui •*: M F 9 ;i.m.-(i p.m. S.'it. Si :i.m.-l p.m.

Saturday Vigil 5 PM; Sunday 9:00 AM and 11:30 AM

MONDAY OF HOLY WEEK - March 29
7:30 PM - Chrism Mass at St. Francis of Assisl Cathedral

(No Adoration and evening Mass here at Sacred Heart)
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK
March 30-31
9:00 AM -Morning Mass

The Sacred Triduum
HOLY THURSDAY - April 1
9:00 AM-Morning Prayer
7:30 PM - Mass of the Lord's Supper,
Eucharistic Procession and Adoration
11:30 PM - Closing Night Prayer
GOOD FRIDAY- April2
9:00 AM-Morning Prayer
2:00 PM - Stations of the Cross
3:00 PM - Liturgy of the Lord's Passion & Death
7:30 PM - The Sorrows of Mary
(Presented in Song, Prayer and Meditation)

HOLY SATURDAY- April 3
9:00 AM - Morning Prayer
12 Noon - Blessing of Easter Food
8:30 PM - THE SOLEMN EASTER VIGIL
EASTER SUNDAY - April 4
MASS OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
9:00 AM and 11:30 AM
6:30 AM - Ecumenical Sunrise Service
Spring Lake Park Gazebo
(Rain: 6:45 AM at Wesley United Methodist Church)
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By Ronald G. Rlos, Chairperson,
f Public Health & Education

• OnMarch 2 Fransisco D.Rivera,
32, of Newark was arrestedforfictitious
plates and an outstanding warrant
• OnMarch 3 JosephM.Attanasio,
21, of South Plainfield was arrested
for possession of a controlled subMIDDLESEX COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
stance.
• Lance T.Louison, 30, of Scotch
Plains was arrested for speeding and
an outstanding warrant.
The Middlesex County Public digestion.
• Franchesk Lopez-Lozano, 26,
Health Department's Cancer Coalition
Colorectal cancer is most often found
and its Cancer Education and Early in people age 50 or older, both men of Plainfield was arrested for driving
Detection (CEED) Program spon- and women can get it, and the risk in- on a suspended license and an outsored a colorectal cancer awareness creases with age. Your risk of the disease standing warrant.
campaign on March 23 at the Seventh may be higher if you or a close relative
• On March 5 Thomas L. Payton,
Day Adventist Church in New Bruns- had colorectal polyps or colorectal can- 46, of Plainfield was arrestedfordriving
wick and on March 24 at the Metu- cer, you have inflammatory bowel dis- while intoxicated and careless driving.
chen Senior Center in Metuchen.
ease, you have a genetic syndrome, or
• A Fairmount Avenue resident reBundingforthe events was provided hereditary nonpolyposis colorectal ported the theft of loose change from
their unlocked vehicle and a decoraby the New Jersey Department of cancer.
Health and Senior Services Office of
Regular colorectal screening is impor- tive evergreen tree from the rear of
Cancer Control and Prevention. The tant since patients do not show symp- their yard.
Public Health Department also has toms in the early stages, when the cancer
• OnMarch 6 Oguchi S. Amaechi,
partnered with the Cancer Institute of is more curable. Screening begins at age 24, of Plainfield was arrested for obNew Jersey to provide outreach and 50 except in high-risk individuals, who struction, driving on a suspended lieducation for County residents.
cense, no insurance and three outshould begin screening at age 45.
Middlesex County Freeholder
DavidA Papi, director-health officer standing warrants.
• A Piscataway resident reported
Deputy Director Ronald G. Rios, chair of the Middlesex County Public Health
of the county's Public Health and Edu- Department, stated: "You can reduce the theft of Nike running shoes from
cation Committee, said: ' I urge resi- your risk of colorectal cancer by getdents to talk to their doctors about this ting screened. It is also important to
disease and ask them about screening maintain a healthy weight, eat a healthy
tests. Education and early prevention diet, exercise more, and know your
are always the keys to healthy living. I family history."
encourage all residents to attend one
Early detection is the best way to
of these events because the informa- diagnose colorectal cancer. The Midtion you receive may save a life."
dlesex County Public Health DepartColorectal cancer is cancer that oc- ment has a state and federally funded
curs in the colon or large intestine/ program to provide colorectal cancer
bowel. Commonly there are no early screening for Middlesex County Resisymptoms. If symptoms are present, dents who meet eligibility requirements.
they may include: blood in the stool; a Please call our office for more informachange in bowel habits; unexplained tion: (732) 745-3127 for English or
stomach pain; frequent gas and/or in- (732) 745-3107 for Spanish.

Colorectal Cancer Awareness Campaign

the locker room at LA Fitness.
• On March 7 Esau CorralesCespedes, 28, of Scotch Plains was
arrested for driving on a suspended
license, speeding and failure to wear a
seatbelt.
• Erika McGill, 26, of Somerset
was arrested at Sears Essentials for
shoplifting two packages of diapers
and a shirt worth $29.
• Jamal Yahkir Joseph, 2 9 , of
Plainfield was arrested for failure to
inspect and an outstanding warrant.
• On March 9 Omar Y.Harris, 37,
of Plainfield was arrested for driving
while intoxicated, careless driving, failure to observe a traffic signal and possession of an open container of alcohol in a motor vehicle.
• Terrie Anne Honeycutt, 34, of
South Plainfield was arrested for driving on a suspended license and two
outstanding warrants.
• A Morris Avenue resident reported that their credit card had been
used to make fraudulent purchases.
• A Piscataway resident reported
that a male had jumped inside their
running vehicle on Dominick Court

•n-

and fled the scene.
• A Tompkins Avenue resident reported that their vehicle had been keyed
while parked at Sal's Spirit Shoppe
on Park Avenue.
• On March 10 Rahjon L. Ross,
21, of Plainfield was arrested for hindering apprehension.
• A South Plainfield High School
student reported the theft of their wallet from the locker room at Jost Field.
• A Park Avenue resident reported
the theft of a Ranger mountain bike
from Putnam Park.
• On March 12 a New Market Avenue resident reported that the driver
and passenger side doors of their vehicle had been damaged with a bat or
pipe and there were pry marks on door.
• OnMarch 15 a Manchester resident reported that the door locks of
their vehicle had been damaged and a
metal box containing cash and state
tax certificates were taken while parked
at Baja Fresh on Hadley Road.
• On March 116 Enrite Gas on
Durham Avenue reported that a male
driver left without paying for $10
worth of gas.

Take 30 days and see how
well Curves can work for you.
Our 30-minute circuit works every major muscle group. So you
can bum up to 500 calories every workout All with a trainer to
teach and motivate.

30 days for just S30.

Cultural Arts Commission Holding
Open Auditions for Talent Showcase
South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission will present their second
annual talent showcase on Saturday,
May 1, and they are inviting any interested South Plainfield residents to
audition for the show.
Auditions will be held at Fellowship Hall at Wesley Methodist Church,
1500 Plainfield Ave. on Saturday,
April 10 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
Sunday, April 18 from 3_ to 5 p.m.

All ages and types of acts are welcome to audition. Come and share
your unique talent with the the community. Bring your own instruments,
or any materials you may need for the
audition.
For more information, call Ken and
Audrey Reisch at (908) 769-5938
or E-mail spac.nj@gmail.com. You
can also find us on Facebook.

',.." ~:il 7=4422*
•
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rand Opening
Fresh Sushi & Sashimi
Teriyaki • Negimaki
Donburi • Habachi

Easier I
I Concert

N O O d l e (Udon or Soba)

The Cedarcroft Bible Chapel Choir
Presents

TM

ist

A Dramatic Easter Musical

11:15 AM, Sunday, April 4
Directed by Ken Ward
Accompanied by Joan and Marc Stasio

Tempura
Appetizers • Soup

T. 908.822.0900
F. 908.822.0901
HOURS: Mon.-Thurs.: 11 am-10:30pm
Fri. &Sat. l l a m - l l p m
Sunday: 12 noon-10:30pm
Gift Certificates Available

Best Quality
Guarantee

Cedarcroft Bible Chapel
1715 Kenyon Ave.# S. Plainfield

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Salad

3600 Park Avenue, South Plainfield
At Golden Acres Shopping Center

20% Off

With coupon. Expires 4/5/10.
Not valid with any other offers.
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OPEN
7 DAYS

Quality Produce, Deli &Bakery With Specialty Items
Fresh Cut
Flowers, Gifts,
Fruit Baskets

Order
Pies &
Cakes

For the Finest Quality
and Variety of Fresh
Fruits & Vegetables

Always
Fresh!

Made at our own Bakery

ASSORTED CHEESE • GARDEN FRESH VEGETABLE
• COLD CUT • COLD ANTIPASTO • FRUIT PLATTERS

5.99LB.

Imported &
Build your own Sandwich
Domestic Cheese, or Sub using our Full line of
Raviolis & Fresh
Boar's Head Meats & Cheese
Perogies Fresh

Cooking Oils, Pastas
Canned Tomatoes,
Polish & Italian
Specialties

Featuring All
Boar's Head Meats

mmmm:

m

S

DAIRY, MILK, EGGS,
JUICE & MORE

The Store for All of Your Easter Needs

Wt

Call in your Order for Fast Service

r

Look for Your
Holiday ProduceArtichokesAsparagus- Carrots

- _ I Coupon

$5 oo
$25.00 PURCHASE

1

With this coupon. Cannot be combined
with any other offer. Expires 4/30/10.

•

Easter Lilies,
Hyacinth,
Mums, Tulips
& More!

.atering for all
Occasions
Breads, Rolls, Muffins, Cakes, Pies & Pastry

March 26,2010
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James Tracy to Debut First Feature Film

NEWS FROM THE

Suburban Woman's Club

Web site, the story is about "a young
troubled war photographer who is
James Tracy has always been inter- haunted by nightmares of a father she
ested in filmmaking, but his interest was barely remembers."
"kicked up a notrfi" during his college
"I am very excited to be debuting
years. While at Seton Hall University in my first feature film in Asbury Park,"
South Orange, he worked for the col- said Tracy. "There will be a lot of us
lege radio station, WSOU 89.5, and who were involved in the production
first met Kevin Caruso, who founded of this film at the festival,, and tickets
the NJSaeenwritingNetwork of which will still be available at the door."
Tracy is a member.
Tracy continues to write, and plans
A 1997 graduate of South Plain- to stay right here in New Jersey for the
James Tracy
field High School, Tracy, now an at- foreseeable future.
torney in Fanwood, grew up on GuFor more on The Camera's Eye, For more about me Garden State Film
bemat Drive. He holds a BS degree in visit www.cameraseyemovie.com/. Festival, visit www.gsfF.org/.
marketing from Seton Hall University and a law degree from Boston
University. A member of the NJ
Screenwriting Network for the past
Dogs, Cats, Birds,
10 years, he has written more than a
Small Animals,
dozen screenplays.
Reptiles
His first feature film, The Camera's Eye, will debut on Saturday,
• Holistic & Organic Foods
• Collars, Leads, Toys
March 27 at 9 p.m. at the eighth annual
• Grooming Products
Garden State Film Festival at the Berkeley Hotel, 1401 Ocean Ave. in Asbury
Park. Tickets are $10, and can be purchased online or at the door.
The Camera's Eye was directed by
Wendy Shear who worked as an assistant director on such shows as DyDogs, Cats & Other Pets Too!
nasty, Wings, Sisters and the Clint
908-755-3342
22 So. Plainfield Avenue
Eastwood movie, Every Which Way
animalhousepet@aol.com
But Loose. According to the movie's
So. Plainfield, NJ
animalhousegniomingonline.com
By Jean Fultz

AsAwlo

Or. Juan C. Grana, president of Sarah Care Adult Care Center located in
North Plainfield, and Natalie Bergen, vice president and program chairman
of the Suburban Woman's Club of South Plainfield.
At the March 4 meeting of the Suburban Woman's Club, Dr. Juan C.
Grana presented a program along
with a slide presentation and lecture
about the services provided by his facility, Sarah Care Adult Care Center,
including professional services in a
secure and caring environment for
older adults. The center employs a staff
of professionals who deal with various impairments and health problems
as well as provide social, emotional,
physical, spiritual and-creative needs
and desires of every participant with a
wide range of activities.
Club President Lucy Hudson advised the members that a new Special
State Project will be voted on at the
New Jersey State Federation convention to be held in May at the Trump
Plaza in Atlantic City. Three organizations were on the table: The Jewish
Family and Vocational Service of Middlesex County, Gilda's Club of New
Jersey and the Displaced Homemakers Network of New Jersey. The club
voted to support the bid of Gilda's
Club of New Jersey for this two year
project.
The current Special State ProjectAurism-New Jersey-will be sharing the
club's luncheon/fashion show pro. ceeds with its scholarship fund. Chairman Natalie Bergen reported that the
plans are proceeding for this event to
be held at the South Plainfield Senior
Center on Sunday, April 25. Fashions
will be provided by the Dress Barn of
South Plainfield and many raffle prizes
will be available. To join the fun, please
call (908) 755-5065 for tickets.
Club members attended the
NJSFvVCPublic Affiurs Day at the Battleground Country Club in Manalapan

Please patronize our
advertisers. They allow
its to bring you the
best of South Plainfield!

on March 22 where a great program
honored elected officials.
Any woman interested in being a
part of this organization is welcome.
Please call (732) 549-9633 for membership information.

Pet Grooming

4 Easy Steps to a Better Lawn!
Scotts® STEP 1
Crabgrass Preventer
Plus Fertilizer

Scotts® STEP 2
Weed Control
Plus Fertilizer

Scotts® STEP 3
Insect Control
With Fertilizer

Apply in Early Spring

Apply in Late Spring

Apply in Summer

Scotts® 4-STEP
Annual Program

$7499*
5,000sq.ft.

$19999*

Turf Builder Sun
& Shade Mix
Most versatile mix stays
green even in extreme
conditions of dense
shade or blistering sun.
Aggressively spreads to
repair thin and bare spots.

Turf Building
EZSeed
Looks like real organic soil
Absorbs 2 times volume
in water

3.75 lb. $ 13.75
101b. $ 27.50

LiquaFeed Plant
Starter Kit
Makes feeding plants,
trees and shrubs easy.
Easily switches between
feeding and water-only
options. No mixing, no
measuring, no mess

Scotts STEP 4
Lawn Fertilizer

Apply in Fall
* After Mail-in Rebate

15,000 sq.ft.

More great deals from Scotts and your local LawnPro retailer!

3lb. $ 10.50
7lb. $ 19.99

raw

Pet Supplies

Edgeguard Spreader
Fully assembled
• Just fill the hopper with
fertilizer and go
Edgeguard feature
keeps product
off driveways,
walkway,
waterways and
landscaping

Miracle-Gro
Potting Mix
Feeds for up to 3
months. Blend of rich
organic ingredients.
Convenient and easy
to use.
1 cubic f o o t

*6.50
2 cubic foot
$

12.50

We also cany a full line of grass seed, mulches,
top soil, cow manure and peat moss.

Nischwitz
223 Front Street • South Plainfield, NJ 07080 • (908) 756-0947

$

52.99
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County Unveils Emergency Radio Overhaul

Sacred Heart D.A.R.E. students recently enjoyed a luncheon that was
donated by B&C Deli. The luncheon is hosted by D.A.R.E. Officers Dave
Franchak and Sherilyn Courtney, along with Principal Terry Golden and
Police Chief John Ferraro, in lieu of the end of year D.A.R.E. pool party
that occurs after their school year ends. Pictured (L-R) are B&C Deli
employees Mitesh Bhaget and Carlos Samayoa, D.A.R.E. Officers
Franchak and Courtney, and Nisha Bhaget, owner of B&C Deli.

PARK

Avenue

Barber Shop
(908) 561-0707
3600 H Park Avenue, South P
-Friday 9-8 % Saturday 9-SSunday.

Moretti Realty

Mildred S. Scott; Middlesex County
freeholder and chairperson of the Law
and Public Safety Committee, was
joined by county and local public
safety officials in unveiling the
county's new radio system that improves the reliability, security and effectiveness of emergency radio communications on a daily basis and in
the event of any large-scale crisis.
Freeholder Scott was joined by Middlesex County Prosecutor Bruce J.
Kaplan, County Fire Marshal Michael
Gallagher, County OEM Coordinator Rory Zach, South Plainfield Police
Chief John Ferraro and other local police chiefs, and fire and emergency medical services personnel, who showed
their support for the system upgrades
at an event held at the Middlesex
County Fire Academy in Sayreville.
"Not only did we upgrade to an
800 MHz system to ensure reliable,
secure and effective communication,
we connected our three mutual aid
channels into it, providing 27 police
departments, 50 fire departments and
58 emergency medical service agencies tile ability to talk directly and instantaneously to the county and to
one another on the same channel,"
said Freeholder Scott. "By completing tliis project, we created a much
stronger system which leads to a more
effective, better coordinated response."
"Radio communication is the lifeline for police officers, and without it,
even routine tasks can be hazardous,"
said Prosecutor Kaplan. "There was a
time when various law enforcement
agencies in the county could not speak
to each odier because their radios were
not in close proximity or were on different frequencies.
"This is why the Middlesex County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and Freeholder Mildred S. Scott, chairperson

Middlesex County Freeholder Mildred S. Scott (center) is surrounded by
police chiefs from throughout the county at a press conference unveiling
the county's new emergency radio system.
"We see this as a great shared service
of the county's Law and Public Safety
Committee, realized the importance opportunity," Scott said. "By joining
of the emergency radio overhaul, our system, our municipal public
which will help to ensure die safety of safety agencies can expand their radio
police officers and the public for many coverage, increase their capability,
years to come," he continued.
comply with die pending regulations
Scott said die 800 MHz system and and save money"
its municipal connections address the
South Plainfield is the first town
concerns raised in the report from the transitioning to the comity system.
9-11 Commission, which found that Others are testing the system now and
radio communications failed during will be deciding over the next six.
and immediately after the terrorist months, she said.
events of September 11, 2001.
Odier advantages to joining die
Scott said the work was completed County's system include:
• County-wide in-building porat no cost to die towns. She explained
that $4 million in county capital fund- table coverage
ing and about $1 million in Federal
• No need for municipalities to
Homeland Security grants paid for die maintain their own infrastructure.
projects.
• Makes agencies more attractive
The Federal Communications to receive shared services grants.
Commission (FCC) has mandated
• Makes agencies more attractive
that by January 1, 2013 all non-fed- to receive Homeland Security Intereral public safety licenses must migrate operability grants.
to narrowband channels, meaning
• Although a using agency will be
most systems currently in use in part of the Comity system, each agency
Middlesex Comity towns will have to can have autonomy and privacy by
be modified or replaced. Individual .turning a knob. Using agencies will
towns are facing replacement costs of no longer have to lease phone lines or
more than $1 million each.
build microwave systems.

All Real Estate
Companies are
NOT Created Equal
Put your trust with the company
who's been South Plainfield's housing
leader for two generations. Before you
buy or sell a home in town, call:

Century 21 Moretti Realty
908-755-5300 South Plainfield Office
732-828-3700 Somerset Office
Guy & Toni Moretti
Lifelong South Plainfield Residents

www.MorettiRealty.com

Moretti Realty continues to list or sell almost one
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Starlight Network Searching
For Local Talent
Do you watch American Idol and
think you have what it takes to win?
Do you have a great voice but don't
know what to do with it? Are you an
established band or singer who still
plays local gigs and not getting the
break you deserve? Then The Starlight
Network is who you need to contact.
South Plainfield native Jennifer DeGista, founder and CEO of The Starlight Network, is looking to develop
up to 100 new artists in 2010. Working in collaboration with a music entertainment broadcast television show
that airs in all 50 states and in 67 different countries, as well as a multi-platinum Grammy nominated producer/
remixer, the company transforms musicians into valuable artists.
"The music industry has changed
dramatically over the past five to 10
years," DeCosta explains. "Unless you
have original music mixed and mastered for radio play, a great image, and
most importantly a strong following,
a record label won't even look at you.
There are so many incredible undiscovered artists out there, but the truth
is, in this business it's not how good
you are, but who you know. I wanted
to build a company that helps artists
at every level and puts them on the
right path to success. The Starlight
Network discovers talent, develops
them, and then puts them in front of
A&R's, managers, booking agents, entertainment attorney's, ASCAP members, and other industry executives
who can make dreams come true."
Those musicians who The Starlight
Network takes on will have the opportunity to work with a renowned
producer/remixer with over 200 label
credits including Reyonce, E Diddy,
Lady Gaga, Taylor Swift and Mary J.
Blige, and also can take advantage of the
in-house distribution company. "By

arrow
u

having our own distribution company,
we can promote our artists in over 40
different countries and 600 different
outlets such as iTunes, Emusic, Rhapsody and many others. People don't realize that when you upload a song to
iTunes, you only get it in die U.S.A.
and die only push is from the artists.
Being under an official distribution
company will help push your product
and look a lot better on your resume."
The Starlight Network also includes
interviews on all of our artists diat
will air nationwide on an industry leading TV show that interviews celebrities from George Clinton to Pitbull,
as well as get them online interviews
with credible Web sites to give artists
great exposure.
The Starlight Network is also working with Wyclef Jean to help support
the Yele Haiti Foundation to benefit
victims of die devastating earthquake.
The Starlight Network is currently
preparing for dieir next seminar this
summer. If you're an established band
or musician looking to take the next
step, or if you just have a great voice
and a dream, you should attend this
event. Artists are only accepted after
an interview.
"My company has a great reputation to uphold and the guests at our
seminars expect to see artists that are
ready for stardom. It is hard work to
be a successful musician and I can only
present diose artists who are talented
and not afraid to work hard. That is
who the labels and managers want to
see," said DeCosta.
If you arc interested in becoming
part of this amazing company, contact The Starlight Network by going
to the Web site at www.thestarlightnct
work.com and filling out the "Contart Us" form, or E-mail gianna@nie
starlightnctwork.com.
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pring is Hi
Get a start on you
spruce up ana

\ 15% Off
i Spring Clean-up
; Now thru May 1, 2010
With this ad

;15% Off

732.558.0356

•Shrub Pruning & Trimming

Landscape Design
Retaining Walls • Decorative Stone
Railroad Ties, Landscape Ties & Block
Ponds/Waterfalls • Mulch-all types & colors
Top Soil • Grass Seed and Sod
Outside Lighting • Driveway Sealing
Leveling of Yard Areas • Power Washing
General Yard Cleanups • Spring/Fall Clean-Ups
STORM DAMAGE CLEAN-UPS
CUTTING DAMAGED TREES AMD BRANCHES THAT FELL
General Lawn Cutting
Weekly or bi-weekly cutting
Pruning, Trimming & Removal
All plants and shrubs

With1
this
ad

Small and large trees
Weeding of flower beds
Small and large jobs
Installing weed block fabric

115% Off
'-Weeding of Flower Bed%

Yearly Service Contract
includes Spring & Fall clean-up and
weekly lawn cutting

115% Off?
:

Installation

;

New Landscaping

|15%0ffi?
• Delivery-stone, Mulch, Top soil

BUY CABINETS DIRECT

-J

REMODEL YOUR
, KITCHEN & BATH

SUPERSEAL Dl

KltC
.

Solid All Wood Construction
Factory Direct Prices
Available for Immediate Delivery
a Custom Craftsmanship
In-house Design Service
Expansive Selection
'
Save on Premium Quality
Eco-Friendly Bamboo
and Laminate Flooring

ixUir

(800)521-6704
Showroom Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 8:30-5:00 PM, Thursday 9:00-8:00 PM, Saturday 9:00-3:00 PM, Closed Sunday
Appointments by request: (800) 521-6704 Ext. 3027

125 Helen Street, South Plainfield, NJ • www.supersealdirect.com
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GOP to Hold Open
Screening for Candidates
South Plainfield's Republican Organization will be holding an open
screeningforcandidates interested in
running on the party's ticket in the
next general election. Upforelection
this year are the mayor's seat and two
seats on the borough council.
CORRECTION
In the March 12 issue of the
Observer in the story, "Library
Board Approves Move," the vote
was 7-1 not to delay a vote arid to
authorize the lease agreement.
We regret the error.

Milestones
Rebecca Snyder,

"We want to once again open the
screening process to all borough residents," said Republican Chairman
April Bengivenga. "We're eager to talk
to people who want to help us to continue to bring good government back
to South Plainfield, and an open
screening allows us to pick from a
wide assortment of talent-something
our town has no shortage of."
Those interested in interviewing
should submit a letter of interest or
resume by E-mail to aprilnbob@aol.
com or by mail to SPGOP, P.O. Box
371, South Plainfield, N.J. 07080.

Andrew Fyffe
To Wed
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Snyder announce the engagement of their daughter, Rebecca Snyder, to Andrew Fyffe,
son of Mr. and Mrs. William Fyffe.
The bride-to-be is a graduate of
North Plainfield High School and a
2005 graduate of the University of
Delaware with a major in psychology.
She is currently employed, with The
Hillside Cemetery Association of
Scotch Plains.
The groom-to-be is a graduate of
South Plainfield High School, and
also attended Middlesex County College, majoring in education. He is currently employed with the Somerset
County Bridge Division.

MarcStasio

A SourceforMcdic.il/Dcntiil/ Wellncss Prtifissiiinals

Stasio to Participate in RegionalJazz Band

Advanced Chiropractic
Yellness Center
• Neck pain, back pain, headaches, numbness, tingling,
weakness & pain in arms'and legs • Fibromyalgia • Sciatica
• Auto accident related injuries • Whiplash
• Advanced certification on whiplash injuries

Dr. Norayr Olbalik, DC
18 years experience

904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite 0 , South Plainfield
(908) 561-1777 Fax:908-561-9711
Most major medical insurance & Medicare accepted

The Central Jersey Music Educators' Association and the New Jersey
Chapter of the International Association of Jazz Educators held their Region II Jazz Band auditions on March
15. There were jazz band and orchestra students from Hunterdbn, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Somerset
and Union counties vying for spots.
The children had to learn a solo,

memorize scales and perform some
sight reading to compete for an opportunity to perform with the Re- gion II Jazz Ensemble.
Marc Stasio, an eighth grade student at the middle school, made the
Jazz band playing bass guitar. The concert for Jazz ensemble will be at Montgomery Upper Middle School in
Skillman on Sunday, April 18.

Keri Gould Named to Dean's List
Keri Gould of South Plainfield has
been named to the fall 2009 dean's list
at Buffalo State College. Gould, an art
education major in the School of Arts
and Humanities, is a 2009 graduate of
South Plainfield High School.
To qualify, students must earn a
minimum term GPA of 3.5 and complete a minimum of 12 credit hours.
Founded in 1871, Buffalo State is

the largest comprehensive college in
the SUNY system. Buffalo state offers more than 135 undergraduate and
63 graduate programs in the arts, sciences, professions and education. Each Rebecca Snyder and Andrew Fyffe
year more than 11,000 students
The couple met in 2003, and have
choose Buffalo State for its superb
academic programs, applied learning been dating for seven years. They enopportunities, affordable tuition, and joy spending time with each other, and
friends and family, no matter what they
metropolitan location.
are doing. They are the type of couple
who will try almost anything once.
And the two just adore their puppy,
Isabelle, and spoil her rotten.
v
Michael Boyle of South Plainfield heimer Honors College and a memDr. Anthony J. DeCosta
'
The wedding is plannedforOctowas named to the dean's list of Dyson ber of the Pace Setter's Division II
129 South Plainfield Avenue
ber 8, 2010.
College of Arts and Sciences. Michael Swim Team.
South Plainfield, NJ. 07080
received a 4.0 GPA, earning him first
For 103 years Pace university has
. Visit our web site a t www.drdecosta.com
honors for the Fall 2010 semester. produced thinking professionals by
Michael, a freshman majoring in pre- providing high quality professional
Serving the area for over 32 yean
medicine, is a member of the Pforz- education resting on a firm base of
liberal learning, amid the advantages
of the New York metropolitan area. A
private university, Pace has campuses
in New York City and Westchester
County, New York, enrolling more
than 13,000 students in bachelor's,
master's, and doctoral programs in its
Dyson Colleges of the Arts and Sciences, Lienhard School of Nursing,
School of Education, School of Law,
and Seidenberg School of Computer
You can depend on us to give
Science and information systems. For
your child the care they need-and the
? *
more information about Dyson Colone-on-one attention they deserve.
lege of Arts and Sciences, visit www.
pace.edu/dyson.

DeCosta Chiropractic Office
I •FreeConsultation
• AffordabkFees
• Convenient Office Hours

(908) 755-1117

Boyle Named to Dyson College Dean's List

Get all the
South Plainfield
news you want.

Pedialrics and Adolesa

•
•
•
•
•

Dr. J. Patricia DiCarlo, M.D
Office Hours by Appointment
Saturday Appointments Available

Newborn through adolescence
Well child visits, annual exams
Immunizations
School and sports physicals
Childhood illnesses
• Discussion and guidance of age
• 4, related concerns from infancy
"* « • through adolescence
• Asthma, allergies
• Sick child care
• Health promotion and
disease prevention

It your child ever needs hospitslizatlnn, our relationship with St. Peter's University Hospital in
New Brunswick and JFK Medical Center in Edison will help them get the specialized care they need.

285 Durham Avenue. Bldg. 6, Suite 2B, South Plainfield
Corner of Durham Avenue & Helen Street
..} '••• •'

United Medical Laboratories
Patient Service Center
We are happy to announce

The Grand Opening of Our
Blood Drawing b Specimen
Collection Station
Conveniently located at:
1810 Park Ave., South Plainfield, NJ
Across from Rita Ice's
• Most Insurance Accepted
• Competitive pricing for self pay pt's
• House Calls for single or repeat Rx
Open Mon to Fri 9-5pm
Evening and Sat Mornings by appointment.
Professional, compassionate expert staff.
Walk in or call for appointment: 908-222-1880

To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908 668 0010
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Please Open Your Hearts
To Help Joey Angiolino
«••

cells do not perform properly and may
cause progressive damage throughout
the body, including the heart, bones,
joints, respiratory system and central
nervous system. Affected individuals
often have mental retardation, cloudy
corneas, short stature, stiff joints, incontinence, speech and hearing impairment, chronic runny nose, hernia, heart disease, hyper activity, depression, pain and a dramatically shortened life span. There is currendy no
cure for MPS.

• • : , . : ;

Joey has recently begun treatment,
and his family will face significant financial challenges in the days, months,
and years ahead. This hardworking,
Joey Angiolino
educated and loving family need help
Open Your Heart to Children Bat- and support.
tling Cancer Foundation, Inc. is askPlease help an infant and his family
ing for help for Joey Angiolino, a 10- by making a donation to Open Your
month-old suffering from Mucopoly- Heart to Children Battling Cancer.
sacchariodoses (MPS), a genetic lyso- Mail checks to: Cenrury 21 Moretti
somal storage disease (LSD) caused Realty, c/o Mike Pfeifer, 225 Maple
by the body's inability to produce Ave., South Plainfield, N.J. 07080.
special enzymes.
Please clearly mark "Joey" in the
In individuals with MPS, the miss- memo field of your check.
ing or insufficient enzyme prevents
For further information, visit www.
the proper recycling process, result- mpssociety org or view a video at www.
ing in die storage of materials in virtu- caterinamarcusfoulidarion.org to see
ally every cell of die body. As a result, the long road Joey has ahead of him.

Send your donations for Joey to
Open Your Heart to Children Battling Cancer
do Century 21 Moretti Realty.

Stormcaller performs at the Save Darfur Now concert.

Concert Raises Funds forSave Darfur Now
South Plainfield High School Save
Darfur Now Club held their fourth
annual concert at die PAL on March
18.
The club was founded by teacher
Fran Flannery and students enrolled
in her Genocide class.
The 35-plus members of the club
set up concessions, ticket booths and
games. A line of people began to
form outside the door as musicians
set up their equipment.
The evening began with perfor-

mances by the band Stormcaller, and

a poem by SPHS senior Holly
McDede. A slideshow depicting
some of die horrific scenes of the
holocaust ran continuously on the
back wall during the concert.
The club offered a variety of refreshments for sale. They also offered
Darfur t-shirts, bracelets, stickers and
pins for purchase.
The second band, Feels Like Saturday, was followed by Flipcyde,
Illstars and Play With Fire.

The evening ended with performances by the bands, The Battle Begun and A Clear Blurr.
The Save Darfur Now Club was
founded in 2006. Fran Flannery
noted that graduate Steven Tietjen
provided much of the research that
die organization was founded upon.
Among some of the early members are Ryan Miller, Sarah Holbrook,
Gauri Joshi and others. The first concert was held in March of 2007.

Your Health >A A T T P

A Source for Medic
.cdical/Dental/ Wellness Professionals ~1 W \~W

\

"^

^

^Hk

Today's Modern Pharmacy... with Old Fashioned Values
We have a solution for all of your health needs. As a full service independent
pharmacy, we are committed to providing unsurpassed customer service in
addition to a wide variety of products. Family owned and operated since 1972.

Prescriptions
Medical Equipment
Surgical & Wound Care
Ostomy/lncontinence Care
Respiratory Care
Diabetic Management
Enteral Feeding Supplies
Orthopedics
Regional Hospice Pharmacy
OPEN
EVERY
DAY!

M ° n "F r '
Saturday
Sunday

9 A M t o9 p M
9AM to 6PM
9AM to 2PM

We Accept All Major Prescription
Insurance including:
• Medicare D • NJ Medicaid • PAAD
• Workman's Compensation

1708 Park Ave, South Plainfieid, NJ 07080
Phone: (908) 755 - 7696 Fax: (908) 755 - 6873
See our complete line of products and services at: www.twincityrx.com
Bill Ashnault, RPtVQwner Tom Cassio, Mgr/Owner Sandy Severim. Mgr/Owner James Kim, RPh

• To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010
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Sports
SPHS BOWLING

By Ralph Fech

JUNIOR BASEBALL
CLUB NOTES
Last weekend's wonderful weather
and time will be assigned.
and a great turnout for field duty
Reminder # 3 : The deadlineforremade for great progress in preparing
ceipt of applications for the SPJBC
thefieldsforopening day Thank you
Scholarship Program is Thursday, April
to all the parents who spent arduous
1. All applications received after that
hours cleaning and grooming the
will be disqualified from consideration.
complex. The new foul poles for Field
Reminder # 4 : The deadline for plac2 were installed.
ing a sponsor ad in the opening day
There is still a tremendous amount
program is Tuesday, March 30. Cheer
to get done before the big day. Reguyour player or team on. Check the
lar field duty for 11,12 and 14-yearParents Handbook or download the
old parents is this weekend; please reform from the handouts section of
port to the clubhouse at 8 a.m. We
our Web site.
welcome anyone else who can spare a
Take the family to TD Bank Park
couple of hours to help out.
on Sunday, April 18 and support our
Reminder # 1 : The Rutgers CertifiSouth Plainfield High School Basecation Class is Tuesday, March 30 in the
ball Team when they play JFK (Iselin),
SPTBC clubhouse beginning at 6:45
the 2009 Group 3 State Champions.
p.m. You must be registered in order
The game starts at 11 a.m. and rickets
to attend the class. The fee will be
are available now. Tickets are $10 each
waived for South Plainfield residents.
and if you buy three, you get one
If you are interested in participating
free. Call the clubhouse to purchase
on the field with your child's team you
tickets. They will also be available at
must have a SPJBC membership card
the snack stand once games begin.
and Rutger's Certification.
You can find all this and more inReminder # 3 : Snack stand signformation on our Web site, www.
up is Wednesday, March 31 from 6 to
leaguelineup.com/spjbc.
8 p.m. in the clubhouse. All parents
must complete a snack stand duty for Opening Day Countdown: April
each child playing in the SPJBC. Dates 10 is only two weeks away!
"Baseball, it is said, is only a game.
and times are on a first come, first
served basis, so come early. You can True. And the Grand Canyon is only
only sign-up for yourself. If you can- a hole in Arizona. Not all holes, or
not attend, your snack stand duty date games, are created equal."
-George F. Will

Your Events to: spobserver@comcast.net
For info on submitting your event,
visit www.spobserver.com

Receive up toS1,900 in
Rebates & Tax Credits!

FREE ESTIMATE
Carrier80%
High Efficiency Gas Furnace

$1799^
732-906-8050

By Joe Sacco

RECREATION WRESTLING

Niemeyer Leads the
Way at Kids' States

Junior Baseball Club
Accepting Scholarship
Applications

This past weekend, the South two wins while in the Novice 90 lb.
Plainfield Recreation Wrestling Team weight class, Kyle Bythell finished in
completed its season at the New Jer- eighth place scoring a hard fought 6-5
sey Kid's States Wrestling Tourna- decision over Zachary Herbert of
ment. Placing this yearforthe young Sparta to earn his place in the medal
Tigers was: Luke Niemeyer, Tommy round.
Fierro, Kyle Bythell, Danny Hedden,
In the Junior division, Danny
Ryan Walsh, Ray Jazikoff, Inan Sikel, Hedden finished in fifth place at 90
Antunee Adams and Luigi Gerardi.
lbs. and Ryan Walsh in eighth place at
Luke Niemeyer led the way with 80 lbs. Middle school teammates Ray
his second place finish in the 85 lb. Jazikoffand Inan Sikel finished in sevBantam division. Luke scored a pair enth place and Antunee Adams and
of decisions before dropping a 2-0 Luigi Gerardi in fifth place.
overtime match in the finals to Drew
Boys, congratulations on this great
Bowker from Wrecking Crew. In the achievement. Your coaches and the
60 lb. weight class, Tommy Fierro fin- South Plainfield Wrestling Club are
ished his season in sixth place scoring very proud of you.

South Plainfield
Junior Baseball
Club is now accepting applicationsforour college
scholarships. The applications can be picked up at the
Guidance Department of the
South Plainfield High School or
by contacting the South Plainfield
Junior Baseball Club at (908)
754-2090. The applicant must
be a graduating high school student this June; must be a resident
of South Plainfield; and must
have participated in the South
Plainfield Junior Baseball Club for
a minimum of five years. .

I

www.northernheatingcooling.com

Commercial & Residential Air Conditioning & Heating
737 New Durham Road, Edison, NJ

Bowling Team Wins GMC White Division "Sportsmanship AwarcT-Kneeling (L-R): Brianna Kizmann, Nicole Benwell,
Michelle Hernandez, Allison Yuschik and Huyen Tran. Standing (L-R): Assistant Coach Vicky Boley, Rebecca Moskal,
Nicole Disch, Stephanie Sherwood, Allyson White and Coach Ralph Fech. Missing from the photo are-Assistant
Coach Lori Gersil, Allison Gorman and Kelly Pauls.

DID YOU KNOW...
THE SOUTH PLAINFIELD JUNIOR BASEBALL CLUB

.,:.

Has been providing Youth Baseball since 1954
Is a Babe Ruth/ Cal Ripken Chartered Organization
Offers baseball leagues to kids from 7 to 17 years old

OAI&TKEI

Registers about 400 kids each Spring
Registers about 200 kids each Fall
Holds Open Summer Tournaments

WINE & SPIRITS

Holds District and State Cal Ripken Tournaments

SERVICE - SELECTION - SAVINGS

THE AREAS -

' '

;

Offers Summer Camp for ages 7 - 1 4
Maintains 5 fields located on Kenneth Ave.

SEIECTIOS

Teaches & trains Adult and Youth Umpires
Has the best Snack Stand in Central Jersey

Craft Beer - Fine Wine - Spirits
/
UPCOMING EVENTS
^x
April 17th-Taste of So. Plainfield-Wine, Sprirt &
Craft Beer Tasting @ the Senior Center.
(Benefits S.P. Fire Dept)
May 7ffi-Education Foundation Wine.Spirit &
Craft Beer Tasting Fundraiser @ Italian American
Club. (Benefits Student Scholarships)

www.leaguelineup.com/spjbc

Is an All Volunteer Organization

COME ON DOWN APRIL 10™ FOR OUR OPENING DAY FESTIVITIES:
Featuring...
Baseball Parade...The SP High School Band...Opening Ceremonies...Flight of the
Doves...and Baseball in its Youthful form.

Call for infb-908-561-0051

^

In Store Wine Tastings
(Fridays & Saturdays 4-8pm)

JOIN US ON APRIL 18™ IN SUPPORT OF OUR HIGH
SCHOOL BASEBALL TEAM AT TD BANK PARK

^/

Look For Our Monthly Ads Here In The Observer

—Where the Somerset Patriots Play—
Tickets Available at the Snack Stand

Custom Wine Baskets "Made T\» Order"
Across

Corner oE
Oak Tree

and
Park Ave

Debit Cards
PROPRIETORS

The Ratti:

Or call the clubhouse (908) 754-2090

From
A&P and
McDonalds

$10 each
Buy 3 and get a 4 th FREE.

.
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Sports
By Janet Wizda

U-10 WANDERERS

I SOCCER CLUB NEWS

By Dawn Hutchison

Wanderers offense overpowers tornadoes 7-1 Season Opens Under Sunny Skies
The 2010 Spring season kicked off
this past Sunday as the U-10 Wanderers took on the Woodbridge Tornadoes. The weather was beautiful, the
fields were in great shape and the Wanderers offense picked right up where
they left off last season, scoring seven
times on 14 shots.
The pressure started minutes after
the first touch. The young wanderers
had two-quick shots on goal, both
blocked by the Tornado keeper. Forward Brianna Noriega worked the ball
up the right side of the field, executed
a quick pass to Brandon Wizda who
deposited the ball in the Tornado goal
for the first score of the season. Within
minutes of their first score Brandon
Wizda passed the ball to midfielder
Billy Keane who slammed the second
goal of the first quarter. Woodbridge
quickly got back in the game; firing
four shots on goal all saved by goalie
Mike Lapolla. In the second quarter
the Tornadoes continued to challenge
the Wanderers, and eventually scored
to pull within one. Goalie Mike
Lapolla was injured mid way through
the second quarter while making a diving stop to preserve the lead. Billy
Keane now in goal made three more
saves to close out the first half.
The momentum shifted quickly
back in favor of the Wanderers, the
newest memberion the team, Donnie
Grabinsky, scored his first goal increasing the lead 3-1. Forward Joey Venitelli
would score his first goal of the season
on a great pass from Eric Akpan. The
Tornadoes were held to one shot on
goal in the third quarter. The "Wiz Kid"
would add his second goal of the game
on a well executed pass from Mike
Lapolla. Damani Nelson now in goal
for the Wanderers would add two saves
in the fourth period. Brandon Wizda
added his third goal of the game as he
snaked past the outstretched Tornado
goal keeper. A powerful offense and
great goal tending were the highlights
of the afternoon for the U-10 Wan-

LEGAL NOTICES
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

derers.
Catch the Wanderers this weekend
at home on Saturday at 1 p.m. and
Sunday at 4 p.m. Congratulations to
all the Wanderers on their first of many
victories this season. The 2010 Wan-

derers are: Eric Akpan, Chelsea Alers,
Jackie Battista, Nick Farinella, Donnie
Grabinsky, Billy Keane, Mike Lapolla,
Damani Nelson, Brianna Noriega,
Ben Sanko, Joey Venitelli and Brandon "Wiz Kid" Wizda.

By Nicole Plate

U-8 SHARKS

Sharks Win Season Opener by a Shark Bite
The Sharks played their first game
of the season on a beautiful Saturday
afternoon. Their opponents were the
Torpedoes of Millburn. The Sharks
played very hard and kept the momentum to their advantage.
As the first quarter was coming to
an. end, Ashwin DeGroot scored the
first goal of the game. With only a
couple minutes into the second quarter, Ashwin scored his second goal. The
score was 2-0 starting the third quarter. The Torpedoes answered in the
third quarter with a goal. The Sharks

won the game by a score of 2-1.
The Sharks had great defense and
offense from the rest of the team. The
Sharks are: Justin Plate, Cooper
Smith, Cameron Marks, Ashwin DeGroot, Samir Daoud, Nicholas Smiljanic, Tav Baldasarre, Gabe Mont,
Nicholas Atehortua and Sebastian
Hughes. Goalies Alexis Curtis and Joey
Walker did a fantastic job in goal as
well as on the field. The coaches and
parents are very proud of the Sharks.
The Sharks next game is home on
Saturday, March 27 at 3 p.m.

Well, that's more like it... beautiful
weather and a great weekend of soccer. All of our teams finally got the
chance to get that first game under
their belts and you couldn't have asked
for a better weekend.
The South Plainfield Soccer Club
Board would like to thank all of our
volunteer parents who came out for
the field day last Saturday. We had 26
people show up to assist in getting
our fields and facilities ready for a busy
weekend. With eight games on our
home fields, there was much to do to
get the fields ready after the previous
weeks rain and wind wreaked havoc.
But you would never know what existed the week before if you saw the
beautiful condition of our fields at
game time. Great job to all of our
parents, coaches and board members
in making it all happen. I know I heard
several parents and coaches from out
of town comment how nice our fa-

cilities andfieldswere... it was because
of your hard work.
Club clothing samples are now on
display at the snack stand. Be sure to
check out the merchandise available.
This is a great way to show your pride
in the dub and your team.
As always, order forms can be
found and downloaded at our Web
site: www.soplfdsoccer.com. Please
bookmark this site and visit it often
for team and dub information.
Snack stand assignments will be assigned to each team and distributed
by the coaches this coming week. We
are also working on securing a food
cart for our turf games and shifts will
be available there as well.
We hope the kids enjoyed getting
out there and playing their first games.
Here's to blue skies, sunny days and
great games. See you at the fields.

Eagl

***»•*,

WELCOMES THE FAMILIES OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, WESTFIELD,
SCOTCH PLAINS & FANWOOD
The benefits of our children participating in team sports are innumerable.
Potential opportunities in football and cheer as our children get older
outweigh most other sports in the United States.

LEGAL NOTICE
RETURN OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE
TO
SAINT STEPHEN THE PROTOMARTYR
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
FOR PUBUC IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED AT
609-701 LANE AVENUE
SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080-0410
LOT 13:01
BLOCK 177
A public meeting has been scheduled by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of South Plainfield to
hear objections, if any, to the release of a
Performance Guarantee posted by Saint Stephen
The Protomartyr Antiochian Orthodox Church for
public improvementsat609-701 Lane Avenue, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080 know as Lot: 13.01 Block 177
listed on the official maps of the Borough of South
Plainfield. Said public hearing will be held 7:00 PM
Monday, May 3, 2010 in the Council Chambers of
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080.
Saint Stephen The Protomartyr
Antiochian Orthodox Church
609 Lane Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

2010 REGISTRATION
For Boys and Girls ages 5 to14 as of 7/31/2010

Saturday, April 24, 2010,10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
at the Eagles Field House
832 Kenneth Avenue, South Plainfield
$110 registration fee plus $100 work bond
Discount for more than one child in a family
(additional equipment may be paid for at this time for both Football and Cheer)
(cash, check, Visa, MasterCard, Amex & Discover)

LEGAL NOTICE

Bring a new family and receive a $20 voucher to be used towards clothing
stand or snack stand purchases

Notice is hereby given that the South Plainfield Office
on Aging, has made application to

Football players should be present at registration for preliminary weigh-ins

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NJ Transit for one (1) Extended Minibus 16 Arnb
with 2 Wheelchairs to assist in providing
transportation to senior citizens and/or people with
disabilities in Middlesex County, New Jersey. This
project will be partially funded with FTA 5310 funds
under a grant submitted to the Federal Transit
Administration.
Any interested party who has a significant social,
economic or environmental interest is invited to
provide comments within 30 days to:
Borough of South Plainfield
Office of the Municipal Clerk
2480 Plainfield Avenue
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080
908-226-7606
Joann L. Graf
Municipal Clerk

Season starts - August 1 s t

Visit our website at www.leaguelineup.com/speagles
Should you have any questions, please contact the following board members:
General and administrative - Anthony Cangialosi, acanqial@gmail.corn, Cell-908-285-0462
Football specific - Kevin Dunn, kdunn1@verizon,net, Cell 973-219-0731
Cheer specific - Abra Hodge, sprnajor@aol.com. Cell 732-803-5780
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Certificate of Appreciation Presented to
Tim Morgan; Pennisi to Fill Vacancy
By Libby Barsky

Boy Scout Troop 309 attended the annual Klondike Derby for the Patriots
Path Council on February 27 at Watchung Reservation in 15 inches of snow!
Troop 309's patrol of six scouts had to pull a sled loaded with supplies
through a course and demonstrate the skills of fire starting, knot tying,
cooking, first aid and orienteering. The scouts came in fourth place out of
18 patrols. Pictured from front to back are: Edward Sheaffer, Jorgen
Holtermann, William Walsh, Chris Duffy, Patrick Foy and Matt Frank. They
were led by Scoutmaster Jeff Pauls and Asst. Scoutmaster Lou Duffy.

Board of Education President Jim
Giannakis presented Tim Morgan with
a certificate of appreciation thanking
him for his almost eight years of service
at the March 17 BOE meeting.
Giannakis noted Morgan's tireless
record of service as a two-time board
vice president and a dedicated member of every committee and a "standout board member."
"I've grown a lot and learned a lot,"
said Morgan to his fellow board members, referring to his years as a board
member when accepting the plaque.
With Morgan's resignation of
March 1, time had already expired to
place another nominee on the balk
for year's election. The board received
letters from residents to fill the remaining one year of Morgan's term. The
board named Pio Pennisi, current vice
president of the BOE, to the position
at the Committee of the Whole meeting on March 10. Pennisi had decided
not to run for another full term on
the BOE due to his duties as superintendent of schools in Dunellen.
In other business, as an addendum
to the regular board meeting, the

board approved the appointment of
Kathleen Morgan as temporary replacement for high school physical
education teacher Natalie Zeno-Carr,
who has been on a parental leave of
absence. Morgan has been the long
term substitute for Zeno-Carr, who
has announced she will return this
September.
Morgan was the salutatorian of the
SPHS Class of 2005 and graduated
from the College of New Jersey in
2009 with a degree in health and exercise science.
BOE member Steve Bonn asked

Buteas Family Adopts-A-Spot
On Belmont Avenue
Chrissy Buteas has signed an agreement with the South Plainfield Clean
Business Association to adopt one of
the borough's open space parcels on
Belmont Avenue.
The Buteas Family, including
Chrissy's mom and dad, Kathy and
George, as well as her brother, Mike,
will be removing litter from the lots
between Jackson and Spruce avenues,
near Roosevelt School. One to four

South Plainfield $329,900
home. Gleaming hardwood floors
lead you through the spacious layout.
Forma! living room and dining area,
open and perfect for entertaining.
The kitchen has been updated with
nice back splash, new countertops
and cabinets. Sliders lead out to a
deck, and a large yard. Patio area
just adds to the space! The full hath
has been completely updated and is
neutral and bright. The finished basement offers 2 large rooms good for a family room, rec-room, office or anything that
suits your needs with separate laundry and utility area. Upstairs you will find 2 spacious bedrooms and a full bath. Both bedrooms are good sizes, and feature lots of storage space. Nothing to do in this home but simply unpack and call it your own!

Call Deborah Kerr today (732-549-1998) for
more information or for an appointment!

KELLER

DEBORAH KERR
Keller Williams Elite, Realtors
732-549-1998 (office)
732-910-1682 (cell)

481 Memorial Parkway, Metuchen, NJ 08840

debkerr@kw.com (e-mail] • www.debkerr.com [website)
Each office is independently owned and operated.

Buying? Selling?
In a distressed market you need a distressed property expert! A Certified D i s t r e s s e d P r o p e r t y E x p e r t ®
Whether you are trying to avoid a foreclosure or take advantage of the low prices, large selection and low interest rates,

I CAN HELP YOU!
Free seminars for buyers and sellers — call or email for dates, times and locations

Home Sellers

Home Buyers
1

Learn about the extended $8,000 federal homebuyer tax credit
• All attendees will receive a free daily list of all the newest foreclosures
• How to qualify for $7,500 towards closing costs
• All attendees will receive a free credit report and evaluation
' Advantages & disadvantages of buying a foreclosure
CERTIFIED DISTRESSED
PROPERTY EXPERT

1

How to prepare and price your home to sell for the most money
• Top ten costly seller mistakes
• Find out what your neighbor sold for—$-Market Snapshot
• What if I owe more than my home is worth?
• What if I can't make my payments?

Buteas is a member of the South
Plainfield Borough Council. As chair
of the Health, Welfare and Environmental Committee, she serves as liaison to the borough's Environmental
Commission as well as to the Clean
Communities Advisory Board. With
this adoption, she shows her genuine
interest in the borough's environmental programs.
For more about the Adopt-A-Spot
program, contact the Clean Communities Coordinator at (908) 2267621 or E-mail atempel@south
pkinfieldnj .com.

HEATING
OIL
For
GREAT PRICES
and
GREAT SERVICE
Call: 908-930-6678
7 DAYS A WEEK!

RG Fuel Oil
South Plainfield, NJ • 100 gal. minimum

LEGALNOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

A Proud Sponsor of
The Children's Miracle Network
Competitive Edge

Broker Associate • Certified Distressed Property Expert
NJAR^1 Circie Of Excellence 2009 Bronze, 2008-Sifver • Remax Of NJ 2009 100% Ciub • 2008 Executive Oub

32 South Plainfield Avenue • South Plainfield • 908-755-0200 ext. 124 (Office) • 908-922-2368 (Cell)
www.jaokpedersen.com

people will be picking u p litter
monthly. The borough preserved this
land permanently several years ago as
part of the open space project. It is a
swampy area that cannot be built on
without permits from the N J . Department of Environmental Protection.
The borough has made progress
over the last decade in preserving open
space to prevent damage to environmentally sensitive areas. Preserving
open space also helps control the negative effects of intensive development,
such as traffic congestion and flooding; however, open space is jusr a vacant lot unless it is maintained. The
brushy vegetation along the Belmont
Avenue frontage tends to attract and
hold litter, which then invites illegal
dumping. The Clean Communities
Advisory Board is pleased to have this
spot taken on.

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Solving the foreclosure crisis
one homeowner at a time"

John (Jack) Pedersen

why Morgan was not re-hired as a long
term substitute as were Cynthia Mondero for Franklin School teacher Tara
Fusaro, Kathryn Dorriogala for Roosevelt School teacher Allison Ricardo
and Heather Hearne for preschool special education teacher Kristin Redziniak.
Bonn was told these three teachers
would not begin as temporary replacements until the middle or end of April,
while Morgan has been teaching since
last November. The board voted 7-1
for Morgan to continue teaching high
school physical education classes under the upgraded contract.

jackpi @remax.net

"If you think all agents are the same...

"YOU DON'T KNOW JACK!"

An appeal has been filed by Walter Wojciechowski requesting a variance from the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance of the Borough
of South Plainfield to permit (2) frontyard setback
variances: add-a-level: propose 22.82; 30'
required. Bedroom addition: propose 19.82; 30'
required; and other variances that may be
required, said property being located at 131 Ten
Eyck St., Block 202, Lot 30; Zone R-7.5 on the
South Plainfield Tax Map.
For the purposes of hearing objections to or
protests against the granting of said appeal, the
South Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing on Thursday, April 8V 2010
in the Council Chambers, Borough Hall, 2480
Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, New Jersey
at 7:00 p.m.
The files and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Planning/
Zoning Office in Borough Hall between the hours
of8:00a.mand4:00pm.
$3a50
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SPHS Alumni
Book Work
Progressing
Work on the upcoming South Plainfield High School Alumni Directory
Project is well underway I h e Alumni
Association is trying to reach everyone
by mail and/or phone to update alumni
information for the directory
Designed to be a definitive reference for SPHS and alumni, the directory will make it easy for everyone to
reconnect, with former friends and
classmates. Complete listings for each
(L-R): UNICO Past National President and Plainf ields' UNICO founder Renato
respondent will include academic,
Biribin of South Plainfield; new members Susie Leonardis and Angela Baratta,
professional and personal informaboth of South Plainfield; UNICO First Deputy District X Governor Robert
tion-sorted alphabetically by last
Bengivenga;Sgt.AtArmsMikeColucci, Plainfields'UNICO President Anthony
name and cross-referenced by name
Bengivenga and UNICO Past National President Frank Licato.
of as a student-if different.
Alumni will also be listed by class
year and city and state of residence,
Plainfields' U N I C O volunteer and a special editorial section of SPHS
The Plainfields' Chapter of UNICO
swore in two new members i t a re- members work to support charitable, will give you a look at the past and a
cent monthly meeting at Giovanna's educational and service projects while glimpse into our future.
Ristorante in Plainfield, Susie Leo- promoting Italian heritage and comTo help make the directory as comnardis and Angela Baratta, both of bating negative stereotyping.
plete as possible, please be sure to reFor more information on Plain- spond to our appeal to update your
South Plainfield.
Plainfields' UNICO is a chapter of fields' UNICO and on how to join, biographical profile. If you haven't
UNICO National, the nation's larg- please visit our Web site at www.plain yet received a mailing or would like to
verify your listing by phone, please
est Italian American service organiza- fieldsunico.com.
call 1-866-678-9930.
tion with local chapters throughout
the United States. It was founded in
Please check our Web site at www.
call 908-668-0010 or email you
Waterbury, Conn, in 1922.
vision2001.org for further informarequest to spobserver@comcast.net
tion and updates.

UNICO Swears in N e w Members

Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin
Bake Sale
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin
Orthodox Church, located at 400
DelmoreAve. (corner of Delmore
and Belmont avenues) will be
holding a bake sale on Saturday,
April 24 from 9 a.m. until noon.
The bake sale proceeds will go
directly to the church.

Family Owned & Operated for Over 40 Years
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Please patronize our advertisers.
They allow us to bring you the best of South Plainfield!
^fm^m

m mwJM^^^FW 9 M l w m^

$

Get Your Oil Changed for
$19?1 and
(For most cars, up to
(For most cars up to
5 qts. oit*4x4s, $4 extra)

Receive a Full Service

FREE CAR WASH
(Expires 4/30/10)

.-

| 1425 New Market Ave., South Plainfield |
Open Monday-Saturday B^-G"", Sunday 8™ 5™
908-791-3900

1»

t§§

To my friends in South Ptainfield
Thank you!

PUP Purri

by Rof &

your Personal Pet Stylist

T732J
968-2747

Graduates of Nash Academy
of Animal Arts

Please Call For An
Appointment

** PASTA SPECIAL **
Monday & Tuesday Night
$8.95 After 4 p.m.

634 Bound Brook Rd.
Dunellen, NJ 08812
www.puppurri.com

Golden Acres Shopping Center
716 Oak Tree Road
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Tel: 908-754-1181 • Fax: 908-754-2311

\JmMeP
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DURHAM DENTAL GENTER
Brand Hew State-of-the-Art Facility
COSMETIC &, GENERAL DENTISTRY

Loay Deifallah, DOS
DIGITAL X-RAYS • LUMINEERS/VENEERS - CROWNS
BRIDGES'• DENTURES - DENTAL IMPLANTS
ROOT CANAL TREATMENTS - PERIODONTAL THERAPY
Most Insurance Accepted • Se Habla Espanol

(908)791-0900
281 DURHAM AVENUE, SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ONLY
EXAM&
!
CLEANING $"7099
X-RAYS REGULAR 255

79

$

FREE
IMPLANT CONSULTATION
REGULAR5] 00

ONLY
ZOOM $199"

IN OFFICE

BLEACHING

REGULAR

DURHAM DENTAL CENTER

DURHAM DENTAL CENTER

DURHAM DENTAL CENTER

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS
OR DISCOUNTS. EXPIRES 5-16-2010

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS
OR DISCOUNTS. EXPIRES 5-16-2010

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS
ORDISCOUNTS. EXPIRES 5-16-2010

Visit our Website at www.durhamdentaleenter.com

£#
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LEGAL NOTICE
School District Budget Statement
for the School Year 2010-2011

Budget Category

Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of the school district of South Plainfield, County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, of a special
meeting to be held in the Roosevelt Administration Building Gymnasium, 125 Jackson Avenue, South Plainfield, New Jersey at 7:30
P.M. on Wednesday, March 31,2010. The Board will hold a public hearing on the following proposed budget for the 2010-2011
school year:
The South Plainfield Board of Education approved "tenetative" budget is being presented for advertising prior to Executive County
Superintendent approval. The budget will be approved by the Executive County Superintendent prior to the public meeting.
Noticia de Reunion para Presenter el Presupuesto Escolar 2010-2011
Tenemos una reunion especial para los votantes legales de South Plainfield, Middlesex County, New Jersey, en la gymnasium de
Roosevelt Administration Building, 125 Jackson Avenue, South Plainfield, New Jersey, el 31 de marzo 2010 a las 7:30 de la noche.
La reunion publicio es para preseiitar el presupuesto escolar para 2010-2011:
Advertised Enrollments
ENROLLMENT CATEGORY

October 15,2008
Actual
3255
95
451
2
29
1
15
4

Pupils on Roll Regular Full-Time
Pupils on Roll Reg Acer. Adult High Sch
Pupils on Roll - Special. Full-Time
Pupils on Roll - Special Shared-Time
Private School Placements
Pupils Sent to Other Districts-Reg Prog
Pupils Sent to Other Dists-Spec Ed Prog
Pupils In State Facilities

October 15,2009
Actual
3280
SB
462
3
25

October 15,2010
Estimated
3280
93

25

Advertised Revenues
Budget Category

Account

OPERATING BUDGET
Budgeted Fund Balance - Operating Budget
Withdrawal from Current Expense Emergency Rsv
Withdrawal from Cap Res-for Local Share
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy
Transportation Fees from Individuals
Transportation Fees from Other LEAs
Interest Earned on Capital Reserve Funds
Other Restricted Miscellaneous Revenues
Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues
SUBTOTAL
Revenues from State Sources:
•
Aid for Adult and Post-Graduate Programs
Extraordinary Aid
Other State Aids
. /Categorical Special Education Aid
Equalization Aid
Categorical Security Aid
Categorical Transportation Aid
SUBTOTAL

200809
Actual

Revenues from Federal Sources:
Medicaid Reimbursement .
SUBTOTAL
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances
Actual Revenues (Over)/Under Expenditures
TOTAL OPERATING BUDGET
GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Revenues from Local Sources
Revenues from State Sources:
Preschool Education Aid
Other Restricted Entitlements
TOTAL REVENUES FROM STATE SOURCES'
Revenues from Federal Sources:
Title 1
Title II
Title III
Title IV
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped)
Other
TOTAL REVENUES FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
REPAYMENT OF DEBT
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy
TOTAL REVENUES FROM LOCAL SOURCES
TOTAL LOCAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT ,
TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT
TOTAL REVENUES/SOURCES

2010-11
Anticipated

804,949

1,150,000
350,000

3/475,000

10-1210
10-1410
10-1420-1440
1O-1XXX
1O-1XXX
10-1XXX

'

.

10303
10312
10307

2009-10
Revised

39,255520

39,108,513
112,190
37,000
76338
215,090
39^49,131

103191
103131
1O3XXX
103132
103176
103177
103121

104,904
463,313
20,706
1,964,597
6,702,978
347,310
373,874
9,977,682

104200

.

-1,380,825
48,145,988

/

122,175
3,000
67375
237,575
39,685345

40,638,003

287,949
41,118,127

261.882
6,944,808

7,306,690

29,625
29.625
740,284

29,627
29,627

56,780,544

49,954,444

GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE
Instruction:
Regular Programs
Special Education
Basic Skills/Remedial
Bilingual Education
School-Spon. Co/Extra-Curr. Activities
School Sponsored Athletics
Support Services:
Tuition
Attendance and Social Work Services
Health Services
Speech, OT, PT, Related & Extraordinary Services
Guidance
Chiid Study Teams
Improvement of Instructional Service
Educational Media Services - School Library
Instructional Staff Training Services
General Administration
School Administration
Central Svcs & Admin Info Technology
Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services
Student Transportation Services
Personal Services - Employee Benefits
Total Support Services Expenditures
TOTAL GENERAL CURRENT EXPENSE

SPECIAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Local Projects
Preschool Education Aid:
Instruction
TOTAL PRESCHOOL EDUCATION AID
Other State Projects:
Nonpublic Textbooks
Nonpublic Auxiliary Services
Nonpublic Handicapped Services
Nonpubl[c Nursing Services
Nonpublic Technology Initiative
Other Special Projects
Total State Projects
Federal Projects:
Title I
Title II
Title III
Title IV
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped)
Other Special Projects
• Total Federal Projects
TOTAL GRANTS AND ENTITLEMENTS

200809
Expenditures

2009-10
Rev. Approp.

2010-11
Appropriations

1OO00-10O£6X

425,925
28,669
48,145,988

498244
- 19500
• 56,780,544

25,000
49,954,444

20-XXX-XXX-XXX

25,869
52,800
52,800

52,800
52,800

20-218-100-XXX

REPAYMENT OF DEBT
Repayment of Debt - Regular
TOTAL REPAYMENT OF DEBT
Total Expenditures

20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX

14,984
119,430
42440
20226
10,480
52,800
260360

24,000
89,030
18,000
30,000
. 17,000
24,000
254,800

25,000
93,000
21,000
35,000
20,000
28,000
274,800

20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20JCXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX
20-XXX-XXX-XXX

235,570

207,000

863,541
123,528
1,222,639
1,508,868

705,000
100,000
1,012,000
1,266,800

103,CO>
61,400
9500
5,000
708,000
836,900
1,161,700

1,210,005
1210,005
50,864,861

1,02S,9B0
1,025,980
59,073,324

1,183,120
1;183,120
52,299264

40-701-51O-XXX

DEDUCT EXPENDITURES INCLUDED IN MULTIPLE FUNDS DUE TO TRANSFERS:
Local Contrib-Transfer to Grants & Entitlements
11-1XX-100-930
Capital Reserve-Transfer to Repayment of Debt
12-000400933
Transfer Property Sale Proceeds to Debt Svc Res 11-00OS2Ct934
TOTAL EXPENDITURES NET OF TRANSFERS

50,864,861
Advertised Recapitulation of Balance

Budget Category

Audited
Balance
SS0K2008

Audited
Balance
030/2009

Estimated
Balance
6I30C010

Estimated
Balance
6fl<V2011

Unassigned:
General Operating Budget
Repayment of Debt

3,519,949
1

1,523,404
1

1387,455
0

237,455
0

1,552,736
0
467,310
852,870
0
170,000
0

3,475,000
0
499,992
1,854230
0
495,000
0

0
0
499,992
1,854230
0
371250
0

Restricted for Specific Purposes:
General Operating Budget:
Adult Education Programs
Maintenance Reserve
Legal Reserve
Tuition Reserve
Current Expense Emergency Reserve
Restricted for Repayment of Debt

0
0
499,992
1554230
0
21,250
0

'

Advertised Per Pupil Cost Calculations
2010-2011
2007-08
Actual

203218
2O32XX

204411-4416
204451-1455
204491-4494
204471-4474
2044204429
204XXX

40-1210

260360
260360

52500
202,000
254,800

52,800
222,003
274,800

235,570

207,000

863,541
123528
1,222,639
1,508,868

705,000
100,000
1,012,000
1,266,800

886,900
1,161,700

1,210,005
1,210,005
1,210,005
1,210,005
50,864,861

1,025,980
1,025,980
1,025,930
1,025,980
59,073,324

1,183,120
1,183,120
1,183,120
1,183,120
52,299,264

103,000
61,400
9,500
5,000
708,000

Advertised Appropriations
Budget Category

TOTAL SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Transfer of Funds to Charter Schools
OPERATING BUDGET GRAND TOTAL

142,175

100,000
2,040,000
2,013,968
7,121,803
384,031
485,539
12,045341

Account

Account

200809
Expenditures

2009-10
Rev. Approp.

2010-11
Appropriations

11-1XX-100-XXX
11-2XX-100-XXX
11-230-100-XXX
11-240-1OO-XXX
11401-100-XXX
11402-100-XXX

17,144,033
3,961,837
248,218
248,898
123,737
758,744

18.452,570
4,364,735
306,830
265,401
181,813
880305

18,545,347
4,204,628
366,922
265,520
134,421
720,271

11-00O-100-XXX
11-000-211-XXX
11-000-213-XXX
11-000-216,217
11 -003-218-XXX
11TOO219-XXX
11 -000-221 -XXX
11-000-222-XXX
11-000-223-XXX
11-000-230-XXX
11-00O-24O-XXX
11-000-25X-XXX
11-O0O-26X-XXX
11-000-270-XXX
11-XXX-XXX-2XX

1,189,630
80,302
626,321
1,057,590
1,196,153
802,278
132,141
551,948
147,468
1,028,260
2,130,476
1,201,840
4,972,103
1,804,484
6,604,886
23,525,880
46,011,347

1,666,587
92,259
682,490
1,060,813
1,281,978
831,922
124,001
591,162187,083
1,077,487
2,226,298
1,109,207
5,224,330
2,194,278
7,436,203
25.786,098
50,237,752

1,715,786
86,281
683358
1,227,014
995,957
849,110
121,948
561,962
157,351
1,076,601
2,226,092
986,397
3,938,981
1,728,857
9,257,906
25,623,601
49,860.710 •

605376
1,074,671
1,680,047

3,000
100,131
•" ' 5,921,917
6,025,048

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
Interest Earned on Capital Reserve
1MO4
Equipment
12-XXX-XXX-73X
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-0OO4XXXXX
TOTAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURES
SPECIAL SCHOOLS
Summer School:
Instruction
13-422-100-XXX
13-422-200-XXX
Support Services
Total Summer School
Accredited Evening/Adult High School/Post-Graduate:
Instruction
• •
13-601-100-XXX
Support Services
13O01-200-XXX
Total Accredited Evening/Adult HS/Post-Grad.

136,918
38,645
175,563

186,512
23,000
209,512

71,862
'178,500
250,362

47,675
241,057
288,732

Per Pupil Cost Calculations:

2008O9
Actual

0)

(2)

10956
6740
6532
164
45
1393
1267
1175
926
0
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant
1276
Operations & Maintenance of Plant-Salary & Ben.
0
Total Food Services Costs
0
Total Extracurricular Costs
310
17
Total Equipment Costs
22.0
Employee Benefits as a % of Salaries

11609
7072,
6946
190
37
1469
1264
1366
1044
0
1361
104
0
280
163
225

Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost
Total Classroom Instruction
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks
Classroom-Purchased Services and Other
Total Support Services
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits
Total Administrative Costs
Administration-Salaries and Benefits

2009-10
Original
Budget

(?)
12520
7719
7454
195
71
1563
1355
1382 .
1104
54
1428
147
0
334
0
22.9

2009-10
Revised
Budget
(4)
12395
7630
7356
201
73
1545
1339
1376
1095
53
1422
145
0
331
27
228

2010-11
Proposed
Budget
(5)

.

12428
8027
7835
134
>•
59
1551
1330
1405
1135
60
1075
97
0
281
0
29.0

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the 2010 Comparative Spending Guide and can be found on the Department of Education's Internet address: http://www.state.nj.us/
education under Finance, when available. This publication is available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations
were performed using the 2009-10 revised appropriations and 2010-11 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget.
Total Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years, it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.
.

,

Annual School District Budget Statement Supporting Documentation

4A. Advertised Capital Outlay Projects
Describe below, by project number, the appropriations for budgeted Capital Outlay Projects including those items related to the
district's Long Range Facilities Plan. Include only construction, remodeling, renovations, installation of service systems, land and
improvements, and the purchase of buildings. If the project is eligible for a grant, enter an 'X' in column'4. Do not include equipment.
Include all projects budgeted on the transfer lines to capital projects fund (8326 and 8335). If the project is a request to exceed an
existing referendum {Under N.J.A.C.6A: 26-4.4(a)3), enter an X in column 5 and enter the funding source for the request in column
6. Complete a detailed budget for each project.

Description/Activity

Project
Number

Dollar
Amount

Eligible
for Grant

Request to
Exceed
Referendum

Funding Source
for Request

Assessment for Debt Service on SDA

NOTICE/ADVISO
The complete budget will be available for examination by the public at the Office of the Secretary of the Board of Education at 125
Jackson Avenue, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. from March 19, 2010 to April 19, 2010, both inclusive.
The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the core curriculum content standards adopted by the State
Board of Education. Information on this budget and the programs and services it provides is available during normal business hours
at the South Plainfield Board of Education, Business Office, 125 Jackson Avenue, South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

68,734
68,734

En su totalidad el presupuesto se hara disponible al publico en la Officio del Secretario de la Junta de Educacion en Jackson Avenue,
No. 125 de 9:00 de la manana a las 4:00 de la tarde desde 19 de marzo, 2010 a 19 de abril, 2010.
El distrito escolar. ha propuesto programas y servicios en adicion al contenido escencial del curriculum modelo adoptado por La
Junta de Educacion del estado. La informacion de este presupuesto y de los programas puede ser obtenida durante las horas
normales de oficina, en la Junta de Educacion, Oficina de Negocios, en South Plainfield in la siguiente direccion: 125 Jackson Avenue,
South'Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.
Richard A. Guarini, Secretary/Secretario
South Plainfield Board of Education/Junta de Educacion
125 Jackson Avenue
South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080

CITIZENS ARE URGED TO VOTE APRIL 20, 2010
SCHOOL BOARD & BUDGET ELECTIONS
Polls are open from 2 to 9 p.m. Check your sample ballots for polling places or call the Borough Clerk's Office, (908) 226-7606.
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Observer Web PollAks:

Why Easter?

How Do You Feel About the Locked
Gate at theMiddle and High Schools?

Spring - a time of new Hfi
Spring is a season of new beginnings, and Easter is a celebration of
the resurrection of Jesus and the hope
of eternal life His resurrection gives.
Jesus said, "My Father wants everyone who sees Me to have faith in Me
and to have eternal life. Then I will
raise them to life on the last day."

who took part in the Web poll, 34%
(20 votes) disagreed with the decision,
A recent Observer Web poll asked, saying the gates should be locked only
"How do you feel about the locked when school is in session, with those
gate between the middle school and who said the gate should be locked all
the high school?" According to the the time at 3 1 % (18 votes).
article, "Gate Closure Jams Traffic"
Eight voters, or 14% of responfrom the February 12, 2010 issue of dents, said, "It should be open all the
the South Plainfield Observer, the time" while six voters, or 10%, said,
Board of Education made the deci- "It should be open only on weeksion to permanently lock the new gate ends." Those who felt the gate should
between the middle school and the be locked only during lunch time at the
high school parking lots as ordered by schools (5) received 8% ofrhe vote. Only
SPHS Principal Dr. Ken May Accord- two votes were received for the option,
ing to Richard Guarini, business admin- '1 really don't care; I don't have children
istrator and board secretary, May was in either school," representing just 3% of
concerned about "outsiders" playing on the vote total. 'It should be open Monthe fields next to each school.
day-Friday" and ' 1 do care; I live in the
The decision to lock the gates all neighborhood and the traffic has gotten
the rime has led to traffic backups on worse" did not receive any votes.
Merchants and Lane avenues, as well
If you have a question you would
as on Plainfield Avenue, and has an- like to see featured in a future Web
gered many parents who have been poll, E-mail it along with your name,
stuck in idle traffic when picking up address and phone number to
their children from school.
spobserver@comcast.net for considThe administration has stood by its eration.
decision, as has. the police department,
with Police Chief John Ferraro sayCheck out the photo
ing, "Not keeping the gates open fagallery on our Web site
cilitates better traffic flow as people
enter and exit the parking lots."
at spobserver.com
Of the 59 percent of the people
By Jean Fultz

So what is eternal life?
What does it mean to have eternal
life? One aspect is that the grave is not
the end. The Bible tells us that our
dying and decaying bodies will be
transformed into bodies that will
never die or decay. Death will be swallowed up in victory! We will be able
to be in God's presence forever, away
from all the sorrows we experience in
this life.
But wait! There's more!
However, that is not all. The Bible
also says that followers of Jesus do
not lose heart since their spirits are
being renewed every day even though
their bodies are dying. We have hope
because God is in the process of changing us daily. Those who have turned
their lives over to Jesus have been set
free by Him from the power of sin
that leads to death.
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Kennedy School McTeacher's Night was held on March 2 at the McDonald's
of South Plainfield on Oak Tree Road. Kennedy School principal, teachers
and staff worked with the McDonald's staff to help support the PTSO.
Kennedy School received 10% of the proceeds from that evening. Lisa
Parker, Kennedy School principal, is taking orders at the register.

Join Girl Scouts for "Uniquely Girls"

Girl Scouts Heart of'New Jersey
will be presenting our "Uniquely
Girls" monthly event. Girls ages KHow about you?
12th grade are welcome to join Girl
Is this your experience? If not, it is Scouts and join the fun. The cost of
one you can have. It is offered to those $17 covers the membership and acwho submit to Jesus as ruler of their tivity fee. Currently registered Girl
lives and rely on His death and resur- Scouts-bring a non-member girl and
rection to allow them to have an eter- the Girl Scout attends for free!
nal relationship with God. SurrenderThis month's theme is 'Tun with
ing to God is a sacrifice, but the result Fitness." Girls will take part in fun acis that you will be forgiven by God
tivities, guaranteed to get their bodies
and be able to begin to experience
moving and their hearts pumped!
eternal life, which Jesus described as
Girls will also discover healthy eating
truly knowing both God the Father
habits and stress relief techniques.
and Him.
The program will be in the Central
-From Christians who meet at
Ceiarcroft Bible Chapel Service Center in Westfield and the

Eastern Service Center in Montdair
on Friday, April 9 (RSVP by April 5)
and the Central Service Center iiK
North Branch on Friday, April 16
(RSVP by April 12). '
Visit www.gshnj.org for registration
forms and additional information.

There's hidden treasure inyour dresser drawers!
Gold is at an all-time high/It's a great time
to get top dollar for your unwanted gold.
"Because I have no physical store, my overhead is very
I low and I can work on a lower percentage. Below is a list
of some of the items that I purchase outright. Don't hesitate
to call me with your questions." -Greg Heim, local resident & full time coin dealer

To find out

Act Howl There's no guarantee how long this will lastllbuyany of these items..

what's happening

SOUTH
PLAINFIELD
RESIDENTS:

South Plainfield

I will come to you and
provide you with a free,

Visit the borough's official web site at

I have been a resident
of South Plainfield
for eight years.

southplainfieldnj.com
Mayor & Council •Borough Officials & Agencies-Meeting Dates* Police-FireRescue Squad-Recreation-Senior Center-South Plainfield Business Association Listing-Community Bulletin Board-Yard, Garage Sales, Classifieds

1OK-22Kunwantedgoldjewelryand scrap gold.

All United States Coinage, foreign coinage and

ABSOLUTE TOP DOLLAR PAID!!

United States paper money

Pre-1965 United States 90% silver dimes,

Gold, Platinum, Palladium and SilverBuilion

quarters, and halves

Stirling silver (forks, knives, spoons, trays, etc.) as

1965-1970 United States 40% silver half dollars

long as i t is marked "sterling" or "0.925*

Pre-1959 cents ( a b "wheaties" and Indian Head

United States and Foreign Proof Sets, Mint Sets,

cents)

and Commemorative sets (government issued)

Silver certificates, gold certificates and Red Seal

Quality, Vintage Sportscards (generally 1 9 7 5 and

$2bills.

before) and selected sports memorabilia

1935 and before Silver Dollars

Gregory 5. Heim • 903-405-6403
E-mail: qynandroidbead@yahoo.com

ADVERTISE YOUR BU5INE55 ON OUR WEB PAGE

• Website: 1vww.9ynandroidhead.com

Through December 3 1 , 2 0 0 9 , a portion of my purchases will be donated to each of the following groups:
The South Plainfield Girl Scouts, Autism Speaks, and the Michael Pepe, Jr. Foundation."

There's ordinary
post-hospital
subacute rehab care,
then there's
s '

AT CEDAR OAKS
Subacute Reinvented <« Luxury Redefined
Learn about the AristaCare difference
1311 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080

CARF Accredited Rehabilitation
& Stroke Center

732-287-9555
www.aristacare.com

• To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010
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County Offers Special
Passport Event
The Middlesex County Clerk's Office will be open during special weekend hours from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday, March 27 to process U.S.
Passport applications.
Applications for U.S. Passports will
be accepted in the Freeholder Meeting
Room (first floor), Middlesex County
Municipal Building, located at 75
Bayard St. in New Brunswick.
Persons applying for a passport
must present:
• Evidence of U.S. citizenship in
the form of a certified birth certificate
with a raised seal and a file date from
the registrar of vital statistics from the
state, county or municipality the applicant was born in, or a previous passport for natural born citizens. (Hospital birth certificates and baptismal
certificates are not acceptable.)
• Evidence of U.S. citizenship in
the form of a naturalization certificate
is required for foreign-born citizens
who became U.S. citizens through
naturalization.
• Identification in the form of a
valid driver's license, a school photo.
ID, or an employment photo ID.
• Two identical 2"x 2" regulation
passport photos taken within the last
six months. If you do not already have

your photos, you can have them taken
atthe event for a fee of $10.
The fee for an adult passport age
16 and over is $100. Payment must
be made via check or money order in
the amount of $75 payable to the
U.S. Department of State and a separate check or money order for $25
made payable to the Middlesex County
Clerk. The passport is valid for 10
years.
The fee for a child's passport (16
years of age or younger) is $85. Make
check or money order in the amount
of $60 payable to U.S. Department
of State and a check or money order
for $25 payable to the Middlesex
County Clerk. The minor passport is
valid for five years.
No cash will be accepted.
All applicants must appear in person. If applying for a passport for a
minor under the age of 16, both parents and the minor child must be
present at time of application.
Processing time is approximately
four to six weeks. Expedited applications take two to three weeks. Additional $60 fee applies.
Additional information may be obtained by calling the Middlesex County
Clerk's Office at (732) 745-3404.
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Classifieds
LOCAL CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN-DO YOU
like helping people and enjoy producing
high quality work you can be proud of?
Want to earn excellent pay and be
appreciated too? If you are a bright,
energetic, experienced career automotive
technician, WEWANT TO SEE YOU! Learn
more at www.franksautomotiveservice.
com. Click the Career Opportunities link.
Please E-mail resume to f.raciti@veri
zon.net or call (908) 753-0277.
DELIVERY PERSON W/OWN CAR-BUSY
Deli, 2-4 hours during middle of the day.
Ideal for mom w/school age children;
Great Pay! Call (908) 755-4376.
NEED PERSON WITH MANICURE/PEDicure exp. to manage this area. Call Sandy
at (908) 392-0296.

SUMMER FLOATER FOR SKYLANDS
Bank. Must be available May through
August. Time will vary. For more info, call
Darlene Pinto (908) 561 -1279.
RECEPTIONIST/ADMIN ASSISTANTDaytime receptionist/admin assistant position available at established construction management/ real estate development
firm. Flexible 30 hour Mon.-Fri. work week.
Excellent opportunity for advancement for
the right personJob duties include: answering and directing calls, light computer
work including MS Outlook, Word. Compensation: $15/hr. Please send your resume to scott.iack73@gmail.com.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD COMPANY LOOKing for clerical office support. Duties include but not limited to fielding telephone
calls, walk in customers, taking customers orders. Call (908) 561-8231.

FIRST QUAUTY

COLLECTIBLES SALE
Lladro • Disney • Lenox
And more!
Private Lenox collectibles collection featuring retired pieces,
limited edition Disney collectibles, Lladro figurines, crystal
giftware, and Disney animation
cells. Exercise treadmill &
more! Call (908)769-5648.
APARTMENT FOR RENT
ONE BDR APT IN SOUTH PLAINFIELDVery clean, 2ndflooroff street parking. $890/
mo.+util., 1 V4mo. sec. Call (908) 757-0633.
MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE

Looking for statewide coverage
for your classified ad?

1999, 1500 KAW VULCAN DRIFTER
-5,600 Orig. Miles, Like New.Many extras.
$8,000 or best offer. Call (908) 930-1808.

9

2.1 million
circulation!

Place your 25 word classified ad in over 125
newspapers throughout New Jersey for $495
with just one call. Call 908-668-0010 for information.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/
^m
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AUTO BODY

auto body

ExpertCoiorMatchng ^ i W f f i i

24 Hour Towing V P
Lifetime Repair Warranty

Auto & Truck Repair • Tune Ups

149 Durham Ave. South Plainfield • Visit us at www.jlautocenter.conn

Bring your car in for repairs and

908-757-1933

• Brakes & Front End

'Receive 5% OFF fluto Body or /Mechanical Repair.
Including insurance estimates. With this ad. Expires 4/30/10.

3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

8

Residential* Industrial'Commeraal
No Job Too Small

908451-3313
OnCallMhr,

MyWayCarpeteom
^

AND

908-753-3850

Office Renovations
www.Fine-AntS-Sing.com 0 % No intrest, No payments for 1 year

.

• Clean-ups Spring/Fall
Q Planting
• Mulch/Topsoil

*

-./:*

Kenny Campbell
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Commercial - Residential
FREE ESTIMATES

- FREE ESTIMATES -

(732) 548-0752

908-756-7272

-

•

. : .

: : . • : . .

. : : • • : • .

ROBERT S. OLPINSKI
Real Estate Consultant
Offices in
Middlesex, Somerset
& Hunterdon counties
(908) 791-1010, X 108
(908) 447-5461 Cell
Fax (908) 222-0054
1 = T E a c h Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Put your trust in a Realtor
who out get the most

Cynthia "Guancione" Freund
Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate
Evelyn

money through
Sherwood
knowledge S experience! BrokerAssociate
Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313
S i (908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

• RESIDENTIAL i COMMERCIAL

• : •

New Jersey Properties
Moretti Realty

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

LAWN MAINTENANCE
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Mulch Beds • Pavers
Top Soil • Stone

Prudential
Competitive Edge

South Plainfield, NJ

>

BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS & WALKS
• LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
• SHRUB & TREE PRUNING
• HYDRO SEEDING & SOD
• MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
• RETAINING WALLS

.

FRANK MCCARTHY

; A l l Styles

' www.hciinvmusician.coni

FREE ESTIMATES

LAWN CARE

For all your lawncare needs:

[908)561-1941

i'X ..'•

GRADUATE

"Cut To Perfection"

Plumbing, Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

I

; 908-822-9702 :j

umoscupiue

REGAN
LawnCare
• Lawn Maintenance
• Shrub Trimming
Q Lawn Renovation

GUITAR
LESSONS

> SOUTH PLAINFIELO

ADDITIONS • KITCHENS
FLOORING! 1-877-699-2922
BATHROOMS
.
1-90S-7S7-3470

Ki/

:
:

| Beginner to Advanced

Since 1981

Lordina Builders

• M Y WAY CARPET

(908) 668-6906
d_dufly@smallbizpros.com
Call for a FREE Consultation!

Fleet Service

NJDCA LIC #019771

M...Y WAY
. CARPET
...-

Don Duffy, MBA - Owner
South Plainfield, NJ

^908-754-8313

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Residential & Commercial

On Time Electrical
Contractor HC

.

235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

mm

"We'll Bring Our Mobile Store to your Front Door"

Fully Insured &
Bonded NJ
'BILL RITCHEY Uc#8S54

Business and Personal Taxes •
Payroll • Financial Reporting

Oil Changes • Shocks & Suspension
Air Conditioning • Exhaust Systems

Lie. No. 00992A

§

PADGETT BUSINESS SERVICES"
WHERE YOUR SUCCESS TAKES ROOT"
Accounting Today 2009 Top 100 Firm

Complete Foreign & Domestic • TIRES

Cell 908-447-6980
Bus 732-494-7677
3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, N) 08840

Prudential

New Jersey Properties'11

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE
South Plainfield Resident

For Over 39 Yeans
908-753-4450 X121
(732) 653-0322
Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@att.net
Rose Marie Pelton
Rose Marie Pel

# Prudential NJ Properties'"

659 Mountain Boulevard, Watehung, NJ 07069

•To subscribe
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CLASSIFIED RATES
Call 908-668-0010

to place your ad or
E-mail your ad to:
spobserver@comcast.net

-

outh Plainfield
STATEWIDE

COMPUTER SERVICES

H.WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS
REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED! More Hometime!
Top Pay! Up to $.43/mile company drivers! 12
months OTR required. HEARTLAND EXPRESS 1 800-441 -4953 www.heartlandexpress.com

ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUT OF WORK? NEED TO PAY BILLS? Getthe Skills
& national certifications you need to start a new
career in the high demand field of Information Technology. Call today & see if YOU qualify for up to
$4,000 in tuition assistance. 732-767-1000 x 134
www.career.newhorizons.com

BUYNEW JERSEY FOR $495! Place your25-word
classified ad in over 125 NJ newspapers!- Call Diane
Trent at 6 0 9 - 4 0 6 - 0 6 0 0 ext.24, email
dtrent@njpa.org orvisitwww.nipa.org. (Nationwide placement available) Ask About our TRI-BUY
package to reach NY, NJ and PA!

COLLEGEBOUND NETWORK: Free Advice! We'll
Help You Choose A Program Or Degree To Get Your
Career & Life On Track. Call Collegebound Network! 1-877-872-0053

A CHILDLESS, married couple in our 30's seeks to
adopt your newborn. Teacher Mom and Firefighter
Dad. Financial Security. Expenses Paid. Jill and
Christopher. 1-888-810-8661.

Low Raw • Airport • Special Eventi • Corporate
IU -hT-RA-CI-fW-11 D- DC-HI

1-866-331-1440
online reservation!: www.AmanieLimo.com

AUTOS WANTED

VACATION RENTALS
ENJOY BEAUTIFUL BEACHES IN Historic Cape May. Ooeanview condo, one
bdrm., sleeps 5,34 blk. from beach. Heated in-ground pool, all amenities of home.
For rates & availability visit www.caperoc.
com or call Trish at (908) 616-1767. Offseason rentals are also available.
.
CAPE MAY-2 BDR. HOUSE, SLEEPS 5.
Minutes from beach. Screened-in porch,
outside patio w/furn. & grill. For rates
and availability call Trish at (908) 616-1767.
Off-season rentals are also available.

Need some cash? Clean out
your clutter for cash!

CLASSIFIED

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR THE BUND. Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax
Deductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken Care
Of. 1-877-873-1598
Please DONATE your car. 1-800-692-1221
CHILDRENS HOPE CHARITIES Tax deductible-free
pickup-any condition. Also receive gift certificate
for each car donated. Help Us, Help Children.
BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! Place your
25 word Classified ad in over 125 newspapers
throughout NJ for $495. Contact Diane Trent 609406-0600 ext. 24. www.njpa.org
ALL CASH VENDING! Do you earn up to $800/
day? Your own local candy route. Includes 25
Machines and Candy. All for $9,995. Call 1 -800460-4276.

Place a GARAGE SALE ad.

CREDIT CARD RELIEF*** FREE CONSULTATION
* * * * Save Thousands of Dollars Out Of Debt In
Months-NOTYears! Avoid BankruptayNOTAHigh
Priced Consolidation Company Or A Consumer
Credit Counseling Program CALL CREDIT CARD
RELIEF 866-479-5353 Not Available in All States
AMERICAN TAX RELIEF SETTLE IRS BACK TAXES
Do You Owe Over $15,000? If So...Call us Now!
* * * * FREE CONSULTATION**** For Less Than
What You Owe! Stop Wage Garnishments! Remove
Bank Levies, Tax Levies & Properly Seizures! Stop
Payment Plans That Get you Nowhere! Settle State
and Business Payroll Tax Problems Eliminalp Penalties, Interest Charges 8, Tax Liens! SETTLE IRS
BACK TAXES NO OBLIGATION, CONFIDENTIAL.
CALL AMERICAN TAX RELIEF 1 -800-355-1716
FREE CONSULTATION

Want the Observer delivered to your home? Call 908-668-0010.

AIRLINES ARE HIRING. Train for high paying Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified. Housing Available. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance.(888-349-5387)
Over 18? Between High School and College? Travel
and Have fun w/Young, Successful Business
Group. No experience Necessary. 2 wks Paid Training. Lodging, Transportation Provided. 1 -877646-5050.

MISCELLANEOUS
Reach overi.4 Million Households! Race your 2x2 Display
Ad in over120NJ weekly newspaperslbrONLY$1250. Call
raaneTrentat 609-406-0600 ext24,email dlrent@njpa.org
or visitwww.njpa.or]. (Nationwide placement avail) Ask
about our TRI-BUY package to reach NY, NJ and PA!
ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE FROM HOME. *Medical, 'Business, 'Paralegal, 'Accounting, ' C r i m i nal Justice. Job placement assistance. Computer
available. Financial Aid if qualified. Call 888-2205975 www.CenturaOnline.com
•
PUBLIC NOTICES
www.njpublicnotices.com - Subscribe to receive
automatic notices: sheriff sales, foreclosures, RFR
bids for schools, town meetings, variances.etc.

LAND FOR SALE
One Time Sale NYS LAND BARGAINS 40 Acres w/
Camp Borders State Land- $69,995.5 Acre Camp
Lot- $10,995.5 Acres w/ New Cabin- $19,995.
Over 50 new land bargains. Call for details 800229-7*43 Or visit www.LandandCamps.com

Retirement and future move? Discover Delaware
and our gated community. Manufactured homes
from the mid 50's to low 100's. Brochures available 1-866-629-0770 or search www.cool
branch.com
REAL ESTATE/OUT OF STATE

MISCELLANEOUS
CASH FOR GOLD. Sell your Gold Jewelry. Request
Your FREE Kit. Cash In 24 Hours. 1-877-739-0184
NEED TO REACH THE PRESS? Send us your press
release and we'll do the rest! Fee. Call Diane Trent at
609-406-0600 ext.24,email dtrent@njpa.org or
visit www.njpa.org.
FREE Identity Theft Protection! (For 30 Days)
LIFELOCK. Call Now! ADD 10% Off. Use Promo
Code: FIVEFACTS Call 1-877-848-0785

Delray Beach, FL-Paradise! 6 New Homes ready for
move-in! Call f o r special March pricing.
www.defalco.com 561-922-7424.

REAL ESTATE: LAND FOR SALE
UPSTATE NY - LAND FORECLOSURES! 5 to 35
acre parcels from $18,900! 6 Counties! Houses,
streams, rivers, ponds, State Land, snowmobile
trails! Survey, clear title, year round rd frontage,
100% buildable! Terms! Forfree list 877-298-3390

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/
Concerned About Computer
Virus Protection? Home Security?
For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

DRIVEWAY SWUNG

CONSTRUCTION

COINS-SOLD WANTED

COMPUTERS

WE 5UY YOUR UNWANTED
GOLD & GOLDJEWELRY

TOP
PRICES
PAID

ST Computers

We also buy all U.S. and Foreign Coinage/Paper Money,
ciousMetalBullion,5toling5ilver&VintageSportscarde.

908-769-0709_

^GregoryS.Heim • 908-405-6408
South Plainfield reside!
9AMtofiPM
for eiglit years

New Computers/Upgrades
Hardware/Software Installations
• In Home Service
1
Website Development

www.gynandroidhead.com

Cell: 732-423-3504

•3L

HARTJE

KleenSeal

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

732-321•3699

Additions • Bathrooms • Kitchens
' Decks • Windows • Siding

908-754-892}

Ws/t us at www.stcomputers.org

gV*1

LOU FASANO
HEATING & COOLING, INC.

,tt Take
advantage of

$

PROFESSIONAL CARPENTRY

Federal Tax Credit
on High Efficiency
Equipment

Franchises Available

FINE JEWELRY • EXPERT REPAIRS

CENTRAL JERSEY
Holistic Health Centcrand Spa

WINDOWS-DOORS ^ o
PORCHES -DECftS " f

908-561-4073

TRANE

j

. MASSAGE REFLEXOLOCY
HYPNOSIS
REIKI

Jewelers & Gemologists
ROOFING-SIDING

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

(908)755-9141

www.kleenseal.com

CINDY
MICHAELS

l,500

«Sft3Bi

i.i:

DOULALABOR ASSISTANT

2325 Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield
908-769-4264

!70l Park Avc. So. Plainfield. NJ 07080

EDWARD J. Cotwca GEOLOGIST

(908)561-1511

'Koxanne Cortese, CD,CHP,CMT

By Appointment Only

WE BUY GOLD

PM PACTS & EQUIPMENT

I Call

JKLK Trucking forJ
\ Sanding • Salting •

DIFRAHCESCO

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DEALER!
CATERING TO: CONTRACTORS,
NDSCAPERS, HOMEOWNERS

Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield
Mix, Decorative & Crushed Stone

PAVJIMG • MASOINfRY
Driveways • Parking Lots -it
• '. zrs • Wallstone
Slate • 8/uestone • Excavating • Foundations • Block Work
Cultured Stone • Drainage • Water Proofing

Snowplowingi

P-M 1 ElUJCti, CHNEP

Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434

2 5 0 Mack Place, South Plainfield

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

(908-756^096 fax)

i 3RD GENERATION I N BUSINESS I

908-668-8434

www.joeiliegnaiirealestate.cani
"Stitt the Best, Now with
the Competitive Edge"

Competitive Edge

John (JACK) Pedersen

"Nobody knows
South Plainfield
like Joe Diegnan.

32 South Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080
Office (908) 755-0200 X124, Cell (908) 922-2369
jackp1@remax.net, www.jackpedersen.com
// you think all agents are the same, You Dont Know Jack!

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

:::,v • " D I S M S S E D
PROPERTY EXPERT*

. Each Office Independently
Owned and Operated

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Ceramic Tile

Morietti Realty

Windows • Doors • Decks

Business:
(908)755-5300x315
Eves: (908) 756-9123
Entail: DiegnanJ@mohettireany.CDm Joseph

Custom Installations Available
Diegnan

Realtor-Associate & Lifetime Soullj Plainfield resident
225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Jf

Love Your Home

RONZO REMODELING

Broker Associate/Certified Distressed Property Expert

I

JoeRonzoSr.

Lie 13VH00092100

.T. PENYAK
ROOFING
908-753-4222
www.penyakroofing.com
3S7I KENNEDY ROAD

(908) 668-0662

SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

\

To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010
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BOE Facing 27.8 % Less in State Aid
(Continued from page 1)
additional revenue and prevent the necessity of cutting teachers. Some of
those items were included in the tentative budget, but they are continuing
to try to come up with more funds to
prevent a scenario where 15 teaching
positions would be eliminated.

Brick House Tavern + Tap opened for business on March 7 in Hadley Center.

Brick House Tavern + Tap Opens
Just iii time for March Madness, a
new neighborhood gathering spotBrick House Tavern + Tap-opened on
March 7. Warm hospitality, a seemingly
endless assortment of more than 70
beers, an outdoor fire pit and American foods are among the offerings that
will make Brick House a favorite place
for good food and good company.
Located in Hadley Center, this is
the seventh overall Brick House location and the second on the East Coast.
When guests arrive at Brick House,
they can take a seat at the indoor/outdoor bar or head to the Rec Room to
lounge in soft leather recliners featuring built-in beer glass holders. TV trays
are available for dining and drinking
in front of eye-level H D TVs, making Brick House just like home-only
better! With 32 TVs, every seat is a
great place to watch your preferred
sport! Guests can also venture out-

side to unwind around the fire pit on
the covered patio.
"We could not be more excited to
be opening our doors in South Plainfield," said General Manager Jerry
Gumbrccht. "Brick House Tavern +
Tap will be an entirely unique gathering spot for people looking to enjoy a
beer and wonderful food while relaxing with friends or watching the game."
Serving up ice cold brewskies and
Doublewide Sloppy Joes are the Brick
House Girls, an all-female, girls-nextdoor service team. Brick House Tavern + Tap will employ about 120
full and part time employees determined to provide guests with the ultimate dining and drinking experience.
More than 70 beers are available at
Brick House-served as many ways as
you can imagine! Whether you are
looking for an affordable can of PBR
or a no-nonsense 40-ounce bottle

nestled in a stainless steel pail, there is
an option for every beer lover.
Brick House is the place where locals and imports unite! Those who
prefer a local taste can enjoy flavors
from community breweries, including Dogfish Head and Cricket Hill,
while others savor a Belgian brew.
Craving something other than a traditional beer? Brick House will tempt
taste buds with beer cocktails. Signature beer-infused drinks include the
Milwaukee Margarita and other beers
with a kick.
In the end, Brick House Tavern +
Tap is all about having a relaxing good
time. "We hope to become a sanctuary
for community firefightErs, corporate
local heroes," said Gumbrecht.
For more information about Brick
House Tavern + Tap, visit www.brick
housetavernandtap.com.

Over 400 people, consisting mostly
of teachers, attended the second budget workshop on March 23 at Roosevelt School.
The teachers were informed that the
New Jersey Assembly had passed a bill
that would have public employees
contribute 1.5% of their total salary
towards their own benefits. This would
result in an estimated $400,000 the
district would be able to use to keeping teachers and programs according
to Board Administrator/Secretary Richard Guarini.
Because the district is negotiating a
new contract with its teachers, Guarini

is also seeking a savings of $200,000
in health benefits from an insurance
carrier which will provide equal or
better services than their current provider. The combined amounts
($600,000) would allow the district
to keep 10 teachers, he said.
However, nothing definite was said
on what programs would be reduced
or teachers affected by the cuts in the
budget. Superintendent of Schools
Jose Ncgron stated, "The cuts would
be across the board."
Board member Debbie Boyle asked
to have another workshop next Tuesday, Wednesday, March 30, "when all
the figures are in." The meeting will
be held at Roosevelt School.
At the Committee of the Whole
meeting on March 31, the public will
learn what the changes and cuts will
be before the board votes to approve
the 2010-2011 budget. The public
will vote on the budget on April 20.

Borough Seeks Ways To Cut Budget
(Continued from page 1)
Having both events on one day creates a situation where every police officer is on duty and receives overtime
pay.
• Hold bulk pick up once a year;
• Eliminate the cost to borough of
$30,000 for leaf bags by having
Home Depot sponsor. Have residents
pick up bags at the store not at DPW;
• Reduce the number of crossing
guards at intersections where no students have been seen crossing;
• Recalculate the amount allotted
to unused vacation days recognizing

the pay scale was lower when borough employees began employment
and basing unused days accordingly;
• Place a cap on unused vacation
time so if time is not used within certain perimeters, it's gone;
• Bring back the volunteer special
police force to cover events such as
the Labor Day Parade;
• Continue shared services with
Board of Education.
The council welcomes suggestions
from the public on their ideas of ways
to save in order to reduce borough
shortfall.

TRUST IS KNOWING SOMEONE IS THERE
TO CATCH YOUR FALL. IT'S KNOWING
SOMEONE WILL BE THERE WHEN YOU NEED
A SHOULDER TO CRY ON. IT'S KNOWING A
PROMISE MADE IS A PROMISE KEPT. TRUST IS
SOMETHING WE EARN EVERYDAY.
HOME FOR FUNERALS, LLC

2425 Plainfield Ave. • South Plainfield • (908) 561-8000
www.niccriskinfuneralhome.com
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Richard W. McCriskin-Director-N.J. Lie. No. 3147 • William C. McCriskin-Director-N.J. Lie. No. 3382
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In My Opinion

Obituaries

Opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those ofthepubiisher, nor do we guarantee accuracy.
(Continued from page 2)
suspension on his record, he has little
hope for acceptance atTulane, Vanderbilt or Loyola. Secondly, the future
of any kid who aspires to the Princeton's of the world now is at the mercy
of any kid disinvested enough to
punch him. Thafs a lot of power to
put in a malcontent's hands. Thirdly,
as a parent, if I know that my kid is
going to be subject to suspension as a
result of being assaulted, I am going
to make sure that my kid knows how
to defend himself. If he is going to be
suspended as a result of being assaulted,
there's no use in taking a beating, too.
Sorry school board, my kid is nobody's

Foundation, 100 Sherman St., Nor- celebration on March 17.
wich, Conn. 06360. Please do not
The kindergarten and first and secsend 'out of date' medicines; the au- ond grade students gave us an outthorities will only dump them. As- standing performance, which they
pirin, antacids, vitamins and cold dearly spent a lot of time memorizremedies are "high on the list." Also, ing and practicing. All the students
personal hygiene supplies would were great and the little red head in the
surely be 'second' on the list.
first grade, stage right, was fantastic!
When they get enough items to fill The "waitresses" and "waiters" were
a container it will be sent to Port au very attentive, the table settings were
Prince, then out to Jerimie. It costs beautiful and the breakfast was ex$4,000 to ship the container to PaP, cellent. On that morning, it was the
then another $5,000 to track it to best restaurant in town! Your time
Jerimie. The truck route to Jerimie is and talent is greatly appredated.
about 160 miles, mostly uphill. Gas
JACK AND MAUREEN TERHUNE
is at least $10 a gallon.
All international shipping has to go Dear Editor,
On St. Patrick's Day, the volunteer
into PaP to Customs. The small dock
We pay a fortune in taxes to sup- in Jerimie does not have the big cranes parents of Riley School hosted a fabuport our school system as it prepares that are needed to lift the container lous Grandparent's Day. We were
our kids for their future. I find it ut- off the ships. As the old saying goes: treated to a delidous breakfast, served
terly ridiculous that the system we sac- "When you are in my ballpark, you by parents and students. Prizes and a
50/50 drawing followed it. Next, we
rifice so much to support will so ca- play by my rules."
enjoyed a wonderful singing perforsually, arbitrarily and with imperial disTHANK YOU,
mance by the kindergarten, first and
regard of the consequences, destroy a
WILLIAM (BILL) TUTHILL
second graders. After that, we visited
kid's future. This situation smells of
our grandchildren's dassrooms and
bureaucratic convenience. For the DearEditoe,
Spring is once again upon us and met with their teachers. Thank you so'
amount of money we put into education, we have the right to expect the we are all going to start enjoying the much Stacey Pace and all the other
school administrative to safeguard our outdoors again. As we start to pre- parents, as well as Mr. Czech and of
pare our yards for the summer months, course the wonderful teachers at Riley
kids and their opportunities.
I ask that you lend a helping hand School for making all the grandparBILL GARNER
with keeping our borough dean of ents feel so special.
litter.
SINCERELY,
Dear Editor;
JOHN AND JOANNE O'SULLIVAN
This year our borough-wide spring
Many people have been saying that
they would like to send help for Haiti. dean-up is on Saturday, April 17. This
This evening (Sunday) I received a is a great opportunity for us all to Dear Editor,
Students at Roosevelt School 2010
call from the doctor I worked for in meet our neighbors, while performJerimie, Haiti in 1986. We have been ing a great service for our commu- collected Pennies for Patients to benefit The Leukemia & Lymphoma SoE-mailing back and forth on this sub- nity.
If you are interested in volunteerject.
About 10,0p0 people from Port ing, please contact our environmen•au Prince have been moved to the tal spedalist, Dr. Alice TempeL, at atem
Jerimie area, to move in with friends pel@southplainfieldnj.com or call her
and relatives (sometimes eight people at (908) 226-7621.
SINCERELY,
to a^three room shack). .
We will send to any
CHRISSYBUTEAS,
Tonight, he told me they can use
home a beautifully
C0UNCILW0MAN
"everything," but do not send cloth| arranged and wrapped
Assorted Sandwich Tray
ing as it costs too much to ship things
To the Riley School PTSO:
395
I with two of our homemade
there. He also said they can buy ciothThank you for all the thoughtfulsalads-Any bay-Any Time.
ing in Haiti. , ,
ness, attention and effort you put into
His suggestion was to send money,
every detail of the Grandparents' Day
909-755-Hf RO (4376)
food and/or medicines to: Haiti Health

TTOMETOWNHERO?

•XI-

dety during the month of February.
After three weeks of students bringing their spare change to school, the
total was $2,030.82! We would like
to say a spedal thanks to all the families that contributed to this worthy
cause. We would also like to thank
TD Bank for counting all the coins.
The top fundraising class was Mrs.
Urrego's kindergarten class. They donated $220.75 and won first prize, a
Domino's Pizza party. Second place
winner was Mrs. Wilson's second grade
dass. They donated a total of $158.50
and will receive an ice cream party for
the entire dass. "I am so proud of our
students," saidMr. Diehl, school prindpal at Roosevelt Elementary School.
"The students learned that they can
make a difference-every penny
counts. They did a great job of giving
selflessly to h d p children and others
battling blood cancer."
"These students serve as an example
to all of us through their commitment
to helping others," said Jessica Orr,
campaign manager of the Northern
New Jersey Chapter. "Their efforts will
hdp local patients and their families
along with funding blood cancer research." Leukemia causes more deaths
than any other cancer among children
and young adults. An estimated
823,349 Americans are living with a
blood cancer, and every five minutes,
someone new is diagnosed. Since
1992, $3.9 million has been raised
locally by thousands of elementary,
middle and high school students. For
information regarding local programs
and services of Northern New Jersey
Chapter of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, call (908) 956-6600
or visit www.LLS.org/nnj.
SINCERELY,
MARGARET MOSLEY, STUDENT
ASSISTANCE COUNSELOR,
STUDENT COUNCIL ADVISOR

Doris Longinotti, 94
Doris Longinotti (Weber) died on
Friday, May 19 at the JFK Medical
Center in Edison,
Bom in Syracuse, N.Y. she was a
graduate of Summit High School and
a resident of South Plainfield since
1957.
Beloved by relatives, friends and children for her caring nature, generosity
of spirit and openness, she will be
greatly missed.
Her callings from an early age were
motherhood, home and family She
was an accomplished refinisher of antique and collectible furniture, excelled
at needlepoint and cross stitch and
baked the best Christmas cookies this
side of Heaven. But nothing delighted
her more than babies and children.
She is predeceased by her beloved
husband of 62 years, Louis.
She is survived by a daughter, Barbara Nargi of Green Brook and partner Harry H. Wade; a son, David of
Columbia, Md. and wife Yao Tang; a
daughter, Cathy of Short Hills; a sister, Ansin Stepp of Bound Brook;
four grandchildren, John Nargi and
wife Suzanne, Sharon Merola and husband Chris, Julia and Carlo Longinotti, a step-granddaughter, Xiaojing
Fan; and three great-grandchildren,
Thomas and Rachel Nargi and Zoe
Merola.
Funeral services were hdd at McCriskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.
In lieu of flowers, gifts may be made
to the donor's favorite charity.

Want the Observer delivered
to your mailbox? Fill out the
subscription form on this page

or call 908-668-0010.

0ocjeti\er ^Forever
&mi( and Mmice

10214961-3-222009

Hillside Cemetery
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729
w ww.hillsidecemetery* com
It isfar easierfor your family if you plan ahead
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Dearest Walnut,
Always loved, and
forever in our hearts.
love, Wyatt, Susan, Rick,
Justin & your sister, Lily

Sadly Missed by Your
Children and Grandchildren

Lorraine Merrick

Debra, Patricia, Norayr,
Christina, Paul, Andrew,
Brandon, Christopher, Matthew,
Danielle and Kimberly

March 22,1993
Ronald,
Jacqueline, Jessica
andjohn

Sadly Missed

NAME
ADDRESS
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CITY STATE, ZIP_

FOR YOUR FAMILY
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MASTERCARD/VISA #
3-DIGIT SEC. CODE (next to your signature) _
EXR DATE

-

• •.-, .

_

Follow the ups and downs of the borough in the Observer, an independent
newspaper for South Plainfield. Send check or money order for $29.95/one year
(out-of-town-$34.95) to: South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite
IB, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

0UTH PLAINFIELD
1

Traditional Services
Prearrangements
1
Cremation
1
Medicaid Accepted
1

Save a stamp... call in your subscription request!
(908) 668-0010 or email your request to
spobserver@comcast.net
**We now accept VISA and Mastercard * *

FUNERAL HOME

Oldest funeral home in town.

2456 Plainfield Ave. • South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908)756-2800
Jason M. Oszczakiewicz, Manager, N J. Lie. No. 4167

- www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com
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RE/MAX Competitive Edge Relocates To South Plainfield

In a joint expansion plan RE/MAX
Competitive Edge and RE/MAX Best
have successfully merged their respecKennedy School fourth grader tive companies. RE/MAX CompetiDabia Mohtadi has been named a win- tive Edge has 60 licensed agents workner in die Junior Journalist contest ing from three locations: South Plainfor her poem, "No More Snow." She field, Warren Township and Clinton.
will receive a dinner for her family RE/MAX Best has offices in Highcourtesy of Hometown Heros.
land Park and Old Bridge.
Students can submit their original
RE/MAX Competitive Edge is very
written works to their teachers, prin- excited to have Maryhelen Thievon as
cipal or the Observer at 1110 Hamil- the broker/associate/office manager of
ton Blvd. Winners will receive a cat- the South Plainfield branch. Thievon,
ered dinner for their families from an award winning professional (NJAR
Hometown Heros and will be hon- Distinguished Sales Club), has proven
ored at a banquet on May 12. Junior herself as a leader in die real estate inJournalists also have the opportunity dustry over the past 20 years and has
to win the Rudi Kurland Memorial successfully managed the Middlesex
$1,000 savings bond which will be office since its opening in 2007. She
awarded at die banquet.
For more information, call the
Observer at (908) 668-0010.

Dania Mohtadi Named Junior Journalist

Junior Journalist winner Dania Mohtadi with teacher Cynthia Severino.
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32 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plaihtleli), NJ 07080

No More Snow

has been a tremendous asset to the company, sharing her wealth of knowledge
and experience. A resident of South
Plainfield her entire life, she is a top
producer along widi her husband, Paul
Thievon. Working side by side in the
real estate industry as a team, they also
raised two sons and two daughters, and
now have eight grandchildren.
The South Plainfield professionals
include Frank Alfano, Linda Cammarota, Stacey Gother, Sheila Hudson,
Ravi Kumar, Janet Palazzi, Jack Pedersen, Darlene Whitney and Paul Vcrdicchio and the "V" Team-Darlene
Kortvelyesy, Regina Rodriquez, Sharda Malitani and Andrew Zahler.
Our agents are ready to answer any
questions regarding home values,

w PI

short sales, buying, selling, tax credits
or market information.
We arc where you need us to be, so
stop in to our new office at 32 South
Plainfield Ave. or contact any of these
agents at (908) 755-0200 or (732)
733-2063. Each office independently
owned and operated.

Get all the
South Plainfield
news you want.

Subscribe!
Call 908-668-0010
or E-mail: spobserver@comcast.net

908-755-0200, X117
732733-2063

By Dania Mohtadi, Kennedy School
NO, NO, N O
No more snow.
Snow used to be fun.
Though sooner or later we need some sun.
We've done all our sledding, snowboarding, and skiing.
Til call Mother Nature.
And hope her phone will be ringing.
It's turning March, you see.
. More snow?
THAT JUST CANT BE.

WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING FOR.

TO PUCE YOUR HELP WANTED. FOR SALE OR GARAGE SALE AD CALL 908-668-0010.
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Order Early!
Online or by phone 24/7
www.stanleyflorist.com

732-752-0090
l-800-USAsend.com or (800-872-7363)

SAVE

15%

On Your Next Purchase
Bring in this coupon or use Promotion Code "Happy"
Order on line or by phone 24/7. www.stanleyflorist.com
HUNDREDS OF ARRANGEMENTS TO CHOOSE FROM.
Cannot be combined - Exp. 4/28/10

124 North Ave. (Rt. 28) Dunellen, Between Rock & Washington Aves.

