unior Journalist Contest.

;”Hl’H!”ii”!l(il“!HH”H;{IHE”HHIH)!’Hl\'!

o

gF PUBLIC LIBRARY
SPELD PUBL)T LlBRAF‘Y
2484 PLAIN

S PLAINF IELI} NJ

il I iaim

TaR-RT LOTem{0Z4
517 ¥F1

GT00-3531

fadl

d I [I SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY

VOL. 13, NO. 21

Member New Jersey Press Association

JANUARY 29, 2010

The D.A.R.E. building in 1999 after renovations.

D.A.R.E. Building to Go?

Future Uncertain for Community Policing Satellite

By Libby Barsky

Is the D.A.R.E. building slated for
sale? The issue of a potential sale of
the D.A.R.E. building located at the
corner of Hamilton Boulevard and
New Market Avenue was brought up
at the January 19 Borough Council
meeting. Retired Police Officer Allen
LaMonda, who attended the meeting,
remarked that an appraisal of the

building has already taken place.

Chief Financial Officer Glenn Cul-
len acknowledged that the building
has been appraised, but added that it
is the council’s decision whether or
not-the building should be sold. The
issue of a potential sale has not yet
been decided.

Councilman Ray Rusnak, liaison to
the Board of Education, attended the
January 20 BOE meeting and stated

that he was LOn&,CﬂlCd for the sa.fcty
of students who visit the D.A.R.E.
building, which is located on the
truck route: Rusnak reiterated that
the council hadn’t determined any ac-

‘tion, but was still considering selling

the building.

As the borough anticipates state aid
cutbacks and less revenue for services,
department heads have been directed

(Continued on page 6)

Festival Celebrates Cultural Diversity

An Indian dance performer.
By Patricia Abbott

The South Plainfield Coalition of
Cultural Diversity celebrated Martin
Luther King Jr. Day with their third
annual Festival of Cultures. The event
was held at Riley Elementary School
in the Anthony P. Sincavage Gym on
January 18.

Guests were greeted with a musical
interlude featuring William Morrison
on alto saxophone, Paolo Cantarello
on drums and Pravin Thompson on
guitar. The evening officially began

omu
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with the introduction of mistress
of ceremonies, Kirsten Nuber. The
American Flag was presented by
Boy Scout Troop 309 and The Na-
tional Anthem was performed by Riley
School teacher Mary Sikanowicz.

President of the coalition, Rev-
erend Dr. Nehemiah Thompson of
Wesley Methodist Church, began by
introducing members who organized
the festival. Guest speakers included
Mayor Charles Butrico and Superin-
tendent of Schools Jose Negron.

In the weeks leading up to the

event, the coalition held an essay
contest, which was open to all South
Plainfield children ages 12-14. The
essay theme was “Tell us what you
would do to create a more harmoni-
ous, friendly and welcoming com-
munity. Would you make changes?
What would they be? What kind of
projects would you create?”

Prior to the entertainment, Chris
Sienkielewski, coalition vice presi-
dent, introduced essay winners Becky
Birath and Alexandra Lacasale, who
read excerpts from their essays.

The evening’s songs and dances
encompassed a diverse range of
cultures. The entertainers included
Arab-American dancers from Rutgers
performing a Middle Eastern dance,
several vocal numbers by the Edison
Chinese Chorus, Hungarian folk danc-
ers performing a dance from Csal-
lokoz of Southwest Slovakia and an
Indian folk dance which highlighted
seven young ladies. Irish dancers
Kelly and Bridget Simpson, South
Plainfield residents, performed a slip
jig and a reel. The girls have been
taking Irish dance lessons since they
were four. Peruvian dancers Camila
Martinez and Richard Quispe danced
the Marinera, the national dance of
Peru and the Vietnamese Fan Danc-

(Continued on pagie 7)

Board of Ed Names New
Assistant Supermtendent

By Jane Dornick

The South Plainfield Board of
Education appointed Lorraine Cella,
Ed.D, as the new assistant superin-
tendent of instruction and operations
at their agenda meeting held on
January 7.

Dr. Cella is currently principal of
Hoboken High School and will begin
her new position on March 15 at a
salary of $140,000 a year. She will be
replacing Dr. Fredrik Oberkehr who
left the district on December 13 to
take the position of superintendent
of schools in Rochelle Park. No one
from within the school district applied
for the position.

Cella is a resident of Tenafly. She
received a masters in education from
Long Island University and an Ed.D.
in English education from Teach-
ers College, Columbia University.
Prior to signing on as principal at
Hoboken High in 2007, she was
an elementary school principal in the
Westwood Regional Schools system
in Washington Township. She has also
been an adjunct professor at Teach-
ers College, Columbia University
since 2006.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

All Are Welcome

Sacred Heart School Celebrates
Catholic Schools Week

Beginning this Sunday, January 31, please join Sacred Heartina
celebrationof Catholic Schools Week. This year’s theme, “Catholic

| Schools: Dividends for Life,” focuses on the school's commit-
ment to infuse students with the faith, knowledge, morals and
discipline that will help them lead fulfilling lives. Come enjoy a

. variety of events that focus on various aspects of Catholic Edu-
| cation. See how Sacred Heart School provides dividends for life!

} * Sunday, January 31
i 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Open House

| * Monday, February 1

‘ 9 a.m.~Dividends for Life
-Home School Association

. Program -

| * Tuesday, February 2

i 9 a.m.~School Mass

Noon~Grade 8 Teacher
for a Day

Find out more at
- www.sacredhearisp.net

y o
.

Dr. Lorraine Cella, Ed.D

The August 2008 issue of New
Jersey Monthly magazine lauded
Hoboken High as the second most
improved high school in their
biennial ranking of the state’s public
high schools. According to New Jersey
Monthly, “Lorraine Cella has only
been principal at Hoboken High for a
year, but she has already implemented
innovations that seem to be making a
difference. A literacy expert, Dr. Cella
emphasizes reading and writing for
her 550 students.”

* Wednesday, February 3
8 a.m. Saint Blaise Blessing of
the Throais, school gym
9:30-11 a.m. Classroom Visits

 Thursday, February 4
Benefit for Charity Day-
All day benefit for the NJ
Chapter of the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society

* Friday, February 5
Student/teacher breakfast
with special surprise

y
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Council meetings air on Comcast Channel 96 Mondays
at 7 p.m. (Check Comcast community bulletin board
for last minute time changes.) To purchase a com-

plete copy of a council or BOE meeting, contact the

Observer BOE Meetings air on Thursdays at7 p.m.
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Borough Hall Council Chambers « Questions? 908-226-7605
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Publxc Meet(ngs Act (N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seqe) inthe Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Ave.
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Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, *except where noted.
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Feb. 11, Feb. 25, Mar. 11, Mar. 25, Apr. 8, Apr. 22, May 13, May 27, June 10, Jung 24,

July 8, July 2 Aug 0 Nov. 11* and Dec. 9.

Meets Wednesdays at 7:30 p m. at Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave.
*except where noted.

Committee of the Whole: Feb. 10, March 10 and March 31

Regular Public Meeting: Feb 16 Nlarch 17 and Apnl 14

Nleets once a month on Wednesdays a‘l 4 p.m. in 2nd floor coMerence ruum
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.
Feb. 3 March 3 (Apnl to be announced)

Mee(s ser.dnd Monday d( lhe mnnlh at 7 p.m., 2nd floor conference room,
Ruosevelt Admlmstration Bulldmg—Feb 8, March 8

Meels once a momh on lhe secund Tuesday of themonth except JuIy and August ‘
PAL Bulldmg, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. Quesunns? 908-226- 7716

The Taxpayers Adwsory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every mumh at
Borough ‘Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. (]uestmns7 908- 769 0786.

siteplansub-comn

Meets once a month on the Ihlrd Tuesday of the momh 7 p.m.
Feb. 16 Mar. 16 Apr. 20 May 18, July 20, Aug 17, Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov.16, Dec. 21

Meets once a month (second Wednesday) Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m.
Questions? 9!]8 226 7621

Meets once a month (first Wednesday) Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. '

Questions? 908-757-8100
«od hoc alfernative truck route commitiee
Senior Center, 7 p.m. Questions? 908-226-7605
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To the Editor:

The other night I was watching the
council meeting on TV. I heard Mr.
Cullen tell the mayor that the D.A.R.E.
building was no longer needed. It was
suggested that the building be put up
for sale.

I have been a D.A.R.E. officer in
South Plainfield for the past 17 years.
Now recently retired, I take that state-
ment and suggestion as an insult to
myself and the community that I
served for the past 25 years. [ under-
stand that times are bad, but to sell
the D.A.R.E. building for maybe
$116,000 (as was appraised) would
be ashame.

In 1999, I went to the town in an
attempt to acquire that property. At
that time I was told by the building
department that a number of people
had been interested in the property,
bur all were denied because the lot
was too small and was located at a
dangerous intersection. The property
is 10 feet smaller now and has only
one driveway. If they couldn’t sell it
then, how could they sell it now?

If the town decides to sell the build-
ing, they should also reimburse all of
our local businesses and contractors
who donated their time, hard work and
thousands of dollars. Their generous
contributions were made to create a
place where the youth of South Plain-
field could go and talk to a police of-
ficer in a relaxed atmosphere at no cost
to the town. Inside the building for
everyone to see is a plaque that includes
all of the names of the businesses and
coritractors that contributed in mak-
ing the D.A R E. building a success for
the children and parents of our com-
munity.

Since it opened in 1999, many chil-
dren and adults have come into the
building to discuss their concerns and
problems. The D.A.R.E. building pro-
vides an environment where people
feel comfortable and are not mtimi-
dated by fellow students or the seri-

' ousness of the police station.

It was also suggested that the
D.ARE. office be moved to the PAL
or Grant School. The PAL is always
full of people and I would like to see
whatan adult would have to go through
to get into Grant School to see a
D.AR.E. officer.

Working with children for the past
17 years, I know that a child would be
hesitant to speak to a police officer
about problems around their peers.

The D.A.R.E. program should not
be put in a closet somewhere. It needs
to be out in the public eye, just as it is.

I feel our Community Policing Pro-
gram takes a hit every year due to bud-
get cuts. Last year, the length of the Jun-
1or Police Academy was cut to one week.
This year, they may not have it at all
(again, a budget cut). The Junior Police
Academy was one of the most stccess-
ful programs I was ever a part of.

When the D.A.R.E. building was
first opened, it was to be manned all
day long. Now due to budget cuts,
officers are only there in the morning
before school and in the afternoon.
D.A.R.E. and community policing are
a major part of the police deparmment,
bue I feel it is looked at as a necessary
evil.

As a retired police officer and
D.AR.E. instructor, the children and
adults of South Plainfield will always be
one of my main concerns.

ALLEN LAMONDA

Dear Editor:

In December I was honored to be
appointed to serve for a five-year term,
along with Jeffrey Williams, as South
Plainfield’s first members of the Dis-
mal Swamp Commission. This com-
mission, which was established as a re-
sult of a law authored by Assembly-
men Peter Barnes and Patrick Dieg-
nan, creates a regional approach to
contro] development within the Dis-
mal Swamp, which is located in Edi-
son, Metuchen and South Plainfield.
Each of those towns has two mem-
bers on the commission, along with
county representatives and a represen-
tative of the Edison Wetlands Asso-
ciation.

Both Mr. Williams and I were ap-

pointed by a resolution of the Bor-
ough Council and have taken our oath
of office. As a former chair of the South
Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, a current member of the bor-
ough’s planning board and the bor-
ough’s commissioner on the Plainfield
Area Regjonal Sewerage Authority, I
believe that I bring a skill set that can
be- very advantageous to the newly
-created Dismal Swamp Commission.

Jeffrey Williams is a graduate of
South Plainfield High School where
he excelled both academically and in
track. He went on to graduate from
High Point University where he re-
ceived numerous academic and ath-
letic honors. Jeff also has served as the
mayor’s representative for housing
and community development for
Middlesex County. He isia man of
oustanding ethics and honesty. In fact,
Jeff is a licensed minister. Jeff and I are
looking forward to serving our home
town on this commission.

T was stunned to learn that the new
Republican Majority on the South
Plainfield Borough Council are at-
tempting to nullify our appoint-
ments. Even though their attorney has
been unable to cite any legal prece-
dent for such an outrageous action,
they adopted a resolution at the Janu-
ary 4 council meeting to remove Jeff
and me from the commission.

The Republicans on the borough
council must learn that no person is
above the law. This will serve to put
them on notice that Jeff and I intend
to serve on the commission to which
we were properly appointed.

T urge them to withdraw their ef-
forts to remove us. Such an action
can only lead to the waste of thou-
sands of taxpayer’s dollars for payment
of attorney fees in litigation that they
cannot win.

VERY TRULY YOURS,
BILL THOMAS

To the Editor:

1 voted for building a new hbrary,
and was very disappointed when it was
voted down. Now there is word of a
promising alternative; a suitable build-
ing on Montrose Avenue. It sounds
wonderful, but it violates the real es-
tate three prime requirements: loca-
tion, location, location.

A library should be where the
people live. Very few children live on
Route 287 or in the Middlesex Mall.

JAY SCOVRONEK

Submit Your Letters to the Editor:

Send your letters to South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamitton Bivd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield,
NJ 07080, or faxto 908-668-8819, or via E mail:
spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline is Monday,
5 p.m. Letiers must be accompanied by a name
and telephone number for verffication. Limit let-
{ersto no more than 200 words. We reserve the
right to refuse a letter, to edit for clarity or length,
and to limit the number of letters submitted on
the same subject. Submission is not a guaran-
tee of publication. We do not accept anony-
mous letters. Letters are stictly opinion.

Dear Editor,

I thought you might like to let
South Plainfield residents know that
Sister Mansueta Dolalas, RVM,
Betania Retrear House, Malasag, 9000
Cagayan de Oro City, Philippines is at
present in Manila preparing for her
“Golden Jubilee of Religious Life” on
Tuesday, Feb. 2. Perhaps some would
pray for her as she prepares for the big
dayand keep her in their mind on that
day. It would make her day mean so
much more.

THANK YOU AND GOD BLESS YOU,
MRS. DOROTHY MERCIER

Dear Editor,

We wanted to thank the staff of
Kennedy School, most especially Bar-
bara Habeeb and Donna Helgesen,
for their quick, professional response
during a crisis situation.

On Thursday afternoon, our son
Colin, a second grader, began choking
in the cafeteria. He was turning red
and his airways were blocked so he-was
unable to speak. Luckily, these two
angels were watching over him that
day. Mrs. Helgesen attempted to dis-
lodge the food by using back blows.
‘When that did not work, Miss Habeeb
gave Colin the Heimlich maneuver.

Our family cannot express how grate-
ful we are to these women. We cannot
imagine what could have happened if
they were not the caring, knowledge-
able and attentive people they are.

We would also like to thank Mary
Bannon, the school nurse, for her im-
mediate phone call. She presented the
news so calmly that it was not until
much later that the full gravity of the
situation sank in, which is a sign of
what an effective nurse she is. Because
Colin is shy, she invited me to come
see him and speak to him and ascertain
that he was frightened, but very well
considering the circumstances.

(Continued on page 12)
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Front Sfreet Farmers Market offers a large selectlon of frults and vegetables

Front Street Farmers Market Opens

The new Front Street Farmers Mar-
ket, which opened Saturday, has liter-
ally everything from soup to nuts and
is conveniently located in the down-
town area at 214 Front St. next to
Sherban’s Diner.

Open seven days a week, the mar-
ket offers fresh fruits and vegetables,
right off the truck, to cakes and breads
baked fresh daily. The deli features
Boars Head meat, along with fresh

mozzarella, ravioli and picrogi and
homemade heat and serve dishes.

The shelves are stocked with Italian
gourmet pastas, tomato products, ol-
ives, cookies and imported cheeses. Es-
sentials such as milk and eggs can also
be found as well as fresh cur flowers
and fruit baskets.

Stop by Friday and Saturday, Jan.
29 and 30 for free samples. For more
information, call (908) 941-5598.

Police Ask for Public’s Help
In Identifying Man’s Body

The South Plainfield Police Depart-
ment is asking for the public’s help in
identifying a body that was found on
January 17 at approximately 1 p.m.

The body of a white male was dis-
covered in the wooded area off the
property of Harris Steel, located ap-
proximately 200-250 yards east of
New Brunswick Ave., across from
Royal Garden Apartments in Piscat-
away. Two South Plainfield residents
discovered the body while walking
through the wooded area.

The deceased is described as a Cauca-

sian male, 65-75 years of age, bald,
with a white beard, 5'4", weighing 110
Ibs., wearing a royal blue sweatshirt and
a short sleeve “Mighty Ducks” shirt,
dark grey pants and black boots.

The cause of death is under investi-
gation and there is no indication of
foul play.

Anyone with information as to the
identification of this individual is asked
to contact Sgt. Daniel Noonan or
Detective Anthony Pacillo of the
South Plainfield Police Department
at (908) 226-7660.

Boys Scouts of America Plan
100th Anniversary Celebration

To celebrate the 100th anniversary
of Boy Scouting, scouts from around
the world will be holding a Spirit of
Light candle ceremony between 7:30
and 8 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 8.

In South Plainfield, the scouting
community will be gathering in
Spring Lake Park at the gazebo at 7:15
p-m. to join the 100th anniversary

celebration.

All current scouts are asked to con-
tact their leaders directly if they are plan-
ning to attend.

All former Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts
and leaders are asked to contact Jeff
Pauls at (908) 279-4684 or E-mail
Jeff Pauls@hoffmanequip.com if they
plan to attend.

By Patricia Ahbotl

The South Plainfield Library held a
Valentines for Veterans craft evening
on January 25. The event was a drop-
in program for all ages which required
no pre-registration. From 6-8 p.m.
visitors created unique valentines us-
ing a wide array of items supplied by
the library, including paper cutouts
of hearts, stars, butterflies, teddy bears,
flowers, cars and more. They also used
lace, doilies, ribbon, markers, glue
sticks and crayons.

Children paused to look over the
wide array of choices available to create
their personal valentines. Some took
the card making process very seriously;
carefully picking out their designs, se-
lecting the perfect color markers and
embellishments and pondering over the
exact placement. Some children giggled
and scribbled, enjoying the glue sticks
and the scented markers. Others had
mom or dad help them create their
masterpieces. Most of the kids made
more than one card to deposit in the
card box and a few took an extra valen-
tine home with them. One little girl
made a special valentine for library
employees, who receive between 125
to 150 cards per year.

The valentines will be delivered to
the New Jersey Veterans’ Memorial
Home in Menlo Park, Edison. Child-
ren’s Librarian Linda Hansen said, “T

Salvatore and Mia DeTata (above)
and Allison Schwartz (right) create
Valentines for veterans at the library.

think we've been doing this [Valen-
tines for Vets] for the past 10 years.
We also have a box set up to collect
valentines from people who can’t
make it tonight.”

The Valentines for Veterans pro-
gram is a wonderful way to brighten
up the day for lonely veterans. Resi-
dents still have a chance to help by
creating their own cards and dropping
them off at the library no later than
Sunday, Feb. 8.

Volunteers Sought for Special Advocates

Be the voice for an abused or ne-
glected child. Give that child hope for
the future. Become a Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocate (CASA).

There are currently more than
9,000 children in the foster care sys-
tem in New Jersey who are the vic-
tims of abuse and neglect. Over 500

Glaze to Amaze, LLC|

132-877-8046

Bud Beresford - Owner, South Plainfield
Licensed/Insured #13VH03572100

| CAREGIVER SERVICES |

PAINTING

of those children are from Middlesex
County alone. Many become trapped
in the court and child welfare systems
spending their childhood moving
from one temporary foster home to
another. You can make a difference by
becoming a CASA. You can be the
voice for a child.

The goal of the CASA volunteer is
to facilitate placement of a child into a

Ceniuv

Morettl Realty .

Experience Isn’t Expensive,
It’s Priceless.

THE LACERDA TEAM
AndreaLacerda, Jesse Lacerda
Sue Espin, Michele Leavy

www.LacerdaTeam.com

(908)
755-5300
Ext. 302

(908)
5781166

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 South Plainfield’s Premier Real Estate Team

safe, permanent home. We are look-
ing for individuals with a desire to help
children—no special background is
needed. CASA volunteers receive 30
hours of training prior to being ap-
pointed in addition to ongoing su-
pervision from the CASA of Middle-
sex County staff.

Call CASA of Middlesex County at
(732) 246-4449 for information.

The Lacerda Team at
Century 21 Moretti Realty

Marisol’s Home
Caregiver Services

Brenda Vallecilla

BRENDA VALLECILLA
Attorney At Law

300 Maple Ave, Suite 201 « South Plainfield
Wills/Real Estate/Traffic Tickets/Personal Injury
Divorce/Child Support/Name Changes
Mention this ad for FREE consultation

Call for an appointment; Evenings and Saturdays available

908-756-2173

Family owned & operated
Providing affordable
in-home care, daily or live-in

NJ State licensed, fully insured & bonded

Services include and are not limited fo:

» Companionship  * Meal prep
* Personal care = Laundry
- » Transportation ~ * Errands

« Light housekeeping  * Medication reminder
Please call for a free

in-home consultation.

Call (732) 912-9312

3 & 6 Foot Subs!
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« Tea Sandwiches

- Sloppy Joes

» Wraps :

- 3 Foot Subs (and LARGER!)
- Assorted Antipasta Platter

+ Cheese & Crackers
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Delivery Available
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Tooth Brushing

Bring your
~pet for a

Love Your Pet's Teeth

DENTAL FAIR

Sunday, February 14 * 2-4 p.m.
'\ @ Plainfield Animal Hospital

2215 Park Avenue, South Plainfield

RSVP: by February 10, 2010
908-755-2428

www.plainfieldanimalhospital.com
LEARN ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE OF PET DENTAL HEALTH!

Dental Examination!

Demos!
Door Prizes!
Refreshments!

Good Looks and
Healthy Teeth..
...Who says you
can't have it all?
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VFW Spaghetti Dlnner

January 30

The South Plainfield VEW will
hold a spaghetti dinner on Saturday,
Jan. 30 from 5 to 8 p.m. The public
is welcome. Cost is $6.

For information, call (908) 668-
9751.

Blackrose fo Perform
January 30
Blackrose, a band performing clas-
sic rock and roll music and today’s
hits, will perform at The Stagehouse
Inn, located at 366 Park Ave. in Scotch
Plains on Saturday, Jan. 30 at 10 p.m.
No cover charge.

Soccer Club Pancake
Breakfast at Elks

January 31

The South Plainfield Soccer Club
will be holding their annual pancake
breakfast at the South Plainfield Elks,
1254 New Market Ave. on Sunday,
Jan. 31 from 8 a.m. until noon . Menu
includes eggs made to order, pancakes,
French toast, bacon, sausage, home
fries, toast, juice, coffee and hot choco-
late. Price: adults/$7, seniors/$5, chil-
dren 3-12/$4, children two and un-
der are free.

For information, call Sharon
Reuter at (908) 791-1214.

Knights “Don’'t Cook
Friday” Dinner
February 5

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 is con-
ducting their annual “Don’t Cook
Friday” spaghetti dinner on Friday, Feb.
5 at the council hall located at 334
Hamilton Blvd. from 4-7:30 p.m.
Price: $8/adults, $7/seniors and $4/
children.

All proceeds will be donated to the
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Fund.

Sacred Heart Charity

Basketball Game
February 11

Sacred Heart School, located ar 149
South Plainfield Ave., will hold their
annual charity basketball game on
Thursday, Feb. 11 from 7 to 9 p.m.
in the school gym. 100% of ticket
sale proceeds to benefit Children’s
Specialized Hospital in Mountainside.

Admission: $5 per person, children
three and under are free. (Children must
be accompanied by an adult). Come
join in on the fun as the Sacred Heart
School basketball teams compete against
the adults, all for a worthy cause.

For more information, call Lisa at
(908) 756-0633, ext. 10.

Pet Dental Fair
February 14

Plainfield Animal Hospital, 2215
Park Ave., is holding a pet dental fair
on Sunday, Feb. 14 from 2-4 p.m.
Bring your pet for a free dental ex-
amination and learn about the im-
portance of pet dental health. Give-
aways, contests, tours, tooth brush-
ing demos, door prizes, refreshments.

RSVP by February 10 to (908)
755-2428.

Lenten Fish Dinners

at Sacred Heart

February 19, 26, March 5,
12, 19 and 26

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 and Sa-
cred Heart Church will again be spon-
soring Lenten fish dinners on Friday,
Feb. 19, 26, March 5, 12, 19 and 26.
Dinners will be served in the Sacred
Heart School cafeteria, 149 South
Plainfield Ave., from 5 to 7 p.m.

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor
Mass Schiedule:

Saturday Mass 9:00 a.1r., 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 9:00, 11:30 a.m.

times by appointment

Daiy 9:00 a.m. Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, S
7:00 p.m. Monday (Church), Thursday (Parish Center Chapel)

Holy Days 6:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation—Saturday 10-11:30 a.m. and at otfer

Menu: fillet of fish (fried, broiled,
parmesan), pasta (cheese ravioli, ma-
nicotti or linguini) or pizza; fresh gar-
den salad, rice pilaf, French fries or maca-
roni and cheese, cole slaw; coffee, tea or
cold drink, plus dessert. Take out orders
are also available. Admission is $8 for
adults, $7 for seniors and $4 for chil-
dren. Pay at the door. Stations of the
Cross will be held in the church at 7 p.m.

Comedy Show at

Grant School -
February 27

Grant School is holding a comedy
night fundraiser on Friday, Feb. 27 at
the senior center featuring national
touring comedian Dave Reilly. Seats
are limited-reserve now. Tickets are
$25 each. Show starts at 7:30 p.m.
Bring your own food and drinks.
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. All profits
to be used for Stokes trip.

For tickets and information, call
Debbie at (908) 227-7834, E-mail
dpete1851@comcast.net or call Chris-
tine at (908) 705-4201.

— Out of Town —

Prodigal Foundation
Charity Bowling

January 30

Prodigal Foundation, Inc. is host-
ing the fourth annual H.S. Masters
Bowling Tournament on Saturday,
Jan. 30 at the Woodbridge Bowling
Center at 12:30 p.m.

If interested, call the Woodbridge
Bowling Center at (732) 634-4520,
Prodigal Foundation at (732) 636-
9200 or visit woodbridgebowling.com
for entry form and sponsor sheet.

PDA Statewide

Conference
January 30.

A statewide conference and winter
warm up dinner will be held on Sat-
urday, Jan. 30 from 9 a.m.to 10 p.m.
at the Days Hotel & Conference Cen-
ter, 195 Re. 18S in East Brunswick,
sponsored by Progressive Democrats
of America-New Jersey.

To register, call Joanne ONeill at
(856) 858-499.

Willow Grove
Family Game Night
January 30

Willow Grove Church, 1961 Rari-
tan Road in Scotch Plains, is hosting
a family game night on Saturday, Jan.

30 from 6-9 p.m. Bring your games.
Refreshments of Boboli pizzas and des-

1°t Time Customers receive $5
off on a Lube, Oil, and Filter
Service or $20 off any service
over $100.00

1521 Park Ave
So Pilainfield NJ 07080

ff’@mﬁgawfomofiye§ef£wg@@g EETE

<> Automotive
A Job Done Right

Introducing our

18 Month or 18,000 Mile

a@fant”

Limited Warranty.

A 50% longer warranty shows
we’re serious about fixing your
car properly the first time and

we put it in writing.

SIE NHO R “C-E:NFIFE-R

Calendar

Coming Up.....

April 25-27-Wheeling, WV
May13-15-Washington, DC

June 7-10 Niagara Falls

(Call the senior center for more info)

MONDAYS

Silver Sneakers ............. 8:30 am
Crocheting 9:30-11:30 am
Yoga 10:30 am
ActClasssticrmmmiain 11:30 am
TUESDAYS A
BIgO.shii - s 10 am-2 pm
Ladies Group. ... 10 am

Call (908) 754-1047 for more info or visit
www.southplainfieldnj.com
Senior Center 2010 dues are due-
$10 membership

WEDNESDAYS
Aerabics ..
Line Dancin 5
Computer10 al
Crocheting
Tai Chi
THURSDAYS
Active Seniors ........ceeee 8:30 am
Shopping Trip...
Crafts Class ..
*Computer 10 a
Exercise Class ......

FRIDAYS
Bingo

10 am-2 pm

Daily Activities: Morning coffee, pool, cards,
board games, computer classes, exercise,
art, Tai Chi, yoga and crafts.

Lunch Served Monday-friday.

|Senior Center is open daily 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays and Sundayi]

serts will be served. This event is free.

To make reservations, call (908)
232-5678 or E-mail info@willow
grovechurch.org.

Singles Dance Party
January 30

Steppin’ Out Singles is hosting an
upscale dance party on Saturday, Jan.
30 at 8 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza
Monroe Grand Ballroom, 390 Fors-
gate Drive in Monroe. Ages 40 and
up; no jeans/sneakers; $15 admission.

For information, call the 24 Hour
Hotline (732) 656-1801.

Open House at

Our Lady of Mt. Virgin
January 31

Our Lady of Mt. Virgin School
450 Drake Ave. in Middlesex, is hold-
ing an open house and education fair
on Sunday, Jan. 31. from 11 am. to
1 p.m. in the church.

For more information, please call
(732) 356-6560 or visit olmv.net.

Congregation Beth

Israel Fashion Show
January 31

Congregation Beth Israel (CBI) and
The Emmanuel Cancer Foundation
(ECF) will host the second annual day
of “Fashion, Food and Fun” on Sun-
day, Jan. 31 from 2-5 p.m. at the syna-
gogue, 18 Shalom Way in Scotch
Plains. First 100 pre-registered guests
receive gift bags. Tickets: $10/adults;
$5/children under 10.

To register, call the synagogue office
at (908) 889-1830.

Woodbridge WOWs
Open Dance
January 31

Woodbridge Widows Or Widow-
ers will hold an open dance on Sun-
day, Jan. 31 fromt7 to 11 p.m. at The

To find out
what’s happening

""South Plainfield

Visit the borough’s official web site at
southplainfieldnj.com

Mayor & Council < Borough Officials & Agencies*Meeting Dates *Police-Fire-
Rescue Squad *Recreation*Senior CentereSouth Plainfield Business Associa-
tion Listing » Community Bulletin BoardYard, Garage Sales, Classifieds

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS ON OUR WEB PAGE

South Plainfield

0OW;
4 Caterin

# Giant Sub Sandwiches 2 fo 6 Feet
# Chicken Cutlet Sandwich Platters
# Assorted Sub Platters # Sloppy Joe Platiers |
# Sausage, Pepper & Onions # Meatball Parmesan

HOMETOWN HEROS
340 Hamilton Bivd. 908=755-HERO (4376

':e;:

www.hometownherosdeli.col
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Knights of Columbus Hall, Morrisey
Ave. in Avenel. Light refreshments. Ad-
mission: $10 members; $12 guests.
For more information call (732)
381-3255 or (908) 757-0515.

Our Lady of Fatima

School Open House
January 31 ’

Our Lady of Fatima School, 499
New Market Road in Piscataway; is
holding an open house on Sunday; Jan.
31 to kick off Catholic Schools Week,
beginning with the 11:30 a.m. Mass.

For more information, call (732)
968-5555.

NAMI Meeting

February 1

NAMI-Middlesex, an affiliate of the
National Alliance for the Mentally I,
is holding their informal supportive
discussion and speaker series on Mon-
day, Feb. 1 from 7-9 p.m. at Univer-
sity Behavioral HealthCare, 671 Hoes
Lane, Rm. D201 in Piscataway. Ev-
eryone is welcome to attend.

For more information, call (732)
745-7409 for further information.

Middlesex East
WOWs Meeting

February 1

Middlesex East Widows Or Wid-
owers will hold a business meeting on
Monday; Feb. 1 at 7 p.m. at the Carteret
Community Center in Carteret. Light
refreshments to follow. All widows
and widowers are welcome to attend.

For more information, call Dor-
othy at (732):541-2174 or Leis at
(908) 757-0515.

Metuchen-Edison
Women's Club Meeting

February 3 -

The Metuchen-Edison Women's
Club will hold its monthly meeting
on Wednesday, Feb. 3 at 7:30 p.m.,
at The Heritage at Clara Barton, 1015
Amboy Ave. in Edison. A "Happy,
Healthy New Year" will be our pro-
gram. Guests are welcome.

For additional information, - please
contact Rose at (732) 494-8685.

We offer the SAME
HIGH QUALITY OIL

as the big companies,
but at a MUCH
BETTER PRICE!

RG Fuel Oil
Call: 908-930-6678

South Plainfield, NJ ¢ 100 gal. minimum

Looking for QUICK CASH

in this difficult economy?
Cleanoutyour clutter for cash!

To place your classiﬁ'ed ad
call 908-668-0010.

;j&:, y , B
Randy and Theresa with daughter,

Isabella May.

Kuhns Welcome
New Daughter,
Isabella May

Randy and Theresa Kuhn happily
announce the birth of their daughter,
Isabella May Kuhn. Isabella was born
at 6:46 a.m. on January 6 at Somerset
Medical Center, weighing in at 7
pounds 10 ounces and measuring 21
inches long.

Her paternal grandparents are
Harry and Dominique Kuhn and her
maternal grandparents are Bill and
Kathy Lamastro, all from South Plain-
field.

southplainfieldpeople

- Milestones

Chris Stallone Selected for Team USA
Baseball in International Competition

Chris Stallone, 2007 graduate of
South Plainfield High School, was
recently selected to compete for Team
USA Baseball in international com-
petition this summer.

A junior at the University of
Scranton, Chris achieved a number
of accomplishments'in his first two
years, both on and off the field. This
past year on the baseball field, he re-
ceived All-Conference/Region hon-
ors while also setting school records
for hits, runs and stolen bases. He
was also selected as an ESPN Aca-
demic All American with a 3.95 grade
point average.

As aresult of his accomplishments,
Chris was selected to participate on
the USA Athletes International Base-
ball Team to compete at the Robur
’58 Baseball Series in Holland, Neth-
erlands starting July 3. This event
fosters international goodwill and
friendship among nations, as well as
promotes the game of baseball.

With the exception of the U.S.
Olympic program, there are few op-
portunities for American athletes to

experience the competition, history
and culture of other countries, as well
as showcase their talents on an inter-
national level.

In order for Chris to participate in
this tournament, he must raise ap-
proximately $4,000 in donations to
cover the cost of the trip. All dona-
tions are tax-deductible.

If anyone is interested in making a
donation, they can contact Chris
directly at stallonec2@scranton.edu
or call him at (908) 705-6434.

To view Chris’s accomplishments
at the University of Scranton, visit
http://matrix.scranton.edu/athletics/
mens/baseball/news/basemay28
2009.shtml.

Ashley Bishop
Ashley Bishop
Graduates from

Rowan University

Ashley Bishop graduated from
Rowan University on May. 14 earn-
ing a bachelor of arts degree in law
and justice. A 2005 graduate of South
Plainfield High School, Ashley is em-
ployed by an Edison law firm.

She is the daughter of Scott and
Debra Bishop.
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Heair Salon
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Come in & enjoy  Newly REDUCED
$14 HAIRCUTS ~ PRicES
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RAND OPENING
A new Liberty Tax Service Office is here!

Hadley Shopping Center (Near Kohl’s)
4931 Stelton Road, South Plainfield
(908) 757-1040

r

1

[ |

: |

LiBerTY

Tax I

SERVICE®
1-866-871-1040 :

www.libertytax.com

S500FF

Tax Preparation

Good at participating locations. For new customers. Not valid with other offers. Expires 2/15/10. i
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T. Robak Associates Adopts
Spot On Belmont Avenue

Terry Robak, owner of T. Robak
Associates, LLC, has signed an agree-
ment with the South Plainfield Clean
Business Association to adopt one of
the Borough’s Open Space parcels on
Belmont Avenue. He will be remov-
ing litter from the wooded lot that lies
between Tremont and Arlington av-

: ]
MOHN'S
2325 plainfield ave., so plainfield

908 561 2808
www.mohnsflorist.com
* weddings and receptions
o sympathy designs © everyday floral gifts
o fruit, gourmet, gift baskets
© dish gardens * balloon bouquets

1 ENUYA,JOUBFﬁgi%““
~ "Signup up now
 for2010 serv

i Full maintena

" choose any P
drivers a

nce contracts- New cns(nmels only-

attern & any color on all pa;ms

nd rvtammg contract signe 3
y 1/2! 29/10.

Musxh ing in ad-
Canniot combine SavingS:

Landscaping & Lawn Care

Over 20 Years Experience

LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES & NURSERY
= Shrubs
= Red, Black, Tan Playground Mulch & Root Mulch
= Topsoil Seed, Erosion Products, Weed Mat,
River Red Stone & Stone Dust
= Large Selection of Small Engine Parts &
Landscaping Supplies & More

enues. The borough preserved this land
permanently several years ago as part
of the open space project.

Although this part of Belmont Ave-
nue no longer is carrying the heavy
truck traffic that used to generate so
much debris, the brushy vegetation
along the roadside tends to attract and
hold litter. Also, marking an undevel-
oped lot as open space does not pro-
tect it from illegal dumping. The Clean
Communities Advisory Board is
happy to have a caretaker for this spot.

Robak is a member of the South
Plainfield Business Association
(SPBA). He has been participating in
the SPBA’ adopted spot on the Lake-
view Avenue overpass. He wanted to
do even more to improve the bor-
ough’s environmental quality, so he
contacted the CCAB to ask if there
were other spots. available for adop-
tion. Robak plans to have as many as
four people work at the site monthly.

For more information about the
Adopt-A-Spot program, contact the
clean communities coordinator at
(908) 226-7621 or E-mail atempel@
southplainfieldnj.com.

Come & See
Our New Displays

Full Service
Lawn Maintenance

Spring/Fall Cleanup
& Shrub Trimming

Cutting/Mulching
Lawn Renovation
Grading, Seeding, Sod

Decorative Landscape-
Retaining Walls

Pavers, Walkways, Patios

Decorative Stone:

Sat 7am-3:30pm, Sun 8am-2pm

908-822-1000

gescott@yahoo.com

s o
NGOLOGK
PAVERS & RETAINING WALLS

Contractors Welcome
FULLY INSURED ‘ FREE ESTIMATES

We Can Help You Do It Yourself or We Can Do It For You

Come Visit Us at 2801 Hamilton Bivd. South Plainfield

B

The D.A.R.E. building prior to renovation in 1999.

D.A.R.E. Building to Go?

(Continued from page 1)

to cut their budgets by 10%. Cullen
is reviewing the borough’s assets, in-
cluding the D.A.R.E. building, which
could possibly be sold to offser the
decrease in revenues. The building has
been appraised at $116,000.

The D.A.R.E. building, originally
the former Empire gas station, was
suggested by officers LaMonda and
Joe Papa, who were the D.A.R.E. of-
ficers at the time. They approached
former Police Chief Steve Merkler
about incorporating the concept of

Local business owner Greg Heim (center) presents a$185 check to the
South Plainfield Girl Scouts on January 14. Pictured are Jeanne Gruver
(left), Brownie and Junior Girl Scout consultant, and Christa Reineke
(right), service unit manager. The monies represent a portion of Heim’s
purchases from his business for the last quarter of 2009.

Mr. Subs Sponsoring Disaster
Relief Fundraiser for Haiti

Mr. Subs will be donating all pro-
ceeds from sales, and donations to sup-
port disaster relief in Haiti on Satur-
day, Jan. 30. They have also obtained
a corporate sponsor who will be
matching the entire contribution.

In one instant, their hopes for a

better future were destroyed. Let’s do
our part to help the people of Haiti
rebuild their lives. Please tell your fam-
ily and friends.

For more information, please call
(908) 444-8634.

For the finest quality and variety of
fresh fruits, vegetables, dairy, bakery
and more, at great prices!

SPECIAL..Strawberries 2 for $5

Fresh Bakery on premises every doy! Breads - Rolls - Mufins - Cokes - Pies - Pastres
Real ltalin Deli featuring Boar's Head Meats, Imported & Domestic Cheese, Raviol;, Periogi

FARMERS

Open: Mon-Sat. 8am-8pm, Sun. 8am-5pm
' 214 Front Street,

MARKE'I'

community policing in the borough
in order to make the police more vis-
ible and available to the public. Merkler
agreed and the project to convert the
station to the D.A.R.E. building was
soon underway.

“The whole idea of the building was
to have a more relaxed atmosphere
where adults and kids could talk and
be with officers away from the police
department in borough hall. It was
especially important for the police to
be in a separate, private place, espe-
cially for kids to be away from school
so there is a private place for them to
talk to police,” said LaMonda. The
D.A.R.E. program was already in the

. schools with former Police Officer

John Alles heading the program, who
later partnered with Papa. The officers
went to local schools and talked to
fifth and eighth grade students in the
district about health and public safety:

LaMonda, who has been a police
officer for 25 years (the last seven with
the D.A.R.E. program), recalls being
paired with Papa in 1992.

LaMonda and Papa personally
took charge of finding donations to
spruce up the building so it could be
made into office space for D.A.R.E.
and community policing.

Business owners gave more than
money for the restoration project, ac-
cording to LaMonda. “They didn’t
give money, they gave time and mate-
rial,” said LaMonda. “Bobby Stilo
paved the entire place for nothing,
J&L Plumbing installed all of the
plumbing, Power Solutions did all of
the electrical and Penyak donated the
entire roof. The Borough of South
Plainfield dide’t pay a dime. The po-
lice department paid for the outside
finish and Michael Aripino of Edison
Heating put in the heating units,”
added LaMonda.

Initially the two officers spent time
in the building during the day, but as
budgets tightened, they were assigned
to other duties.

“But we were always there after
school. We told the kids we’d be there
after school and the kids came. We
were there at 3 p.m.,” said LaMonda.

In his remarks to the council, La-
Monda spoke of the challenges that
the small building occupies. “It now
has only a one way entrance and the
driveway is narrower than when it was
first converred to become the
D.AR.E. building.”

South Plainfi eId NJ 07080
atthe end of Ock Tree Ave, next fo Sherban's Diner

908-941-5598
uesday!

49¢ lb. Made fresh daily! Everga
Senior

Mozzarella
Citizen Discount

5.99
Daily in-store speaals!

Board of Education member
Debbie Boyle told the council that
the board had discussed giving the
D.A.R.E. officers space in school
buildings. “We could accommodate
those officers. It’s up to council to
make that decision for more of a po-
lice presence. This would fill the void,”
said Boyle.

“That’s what the kids don’t need—
association [of the police] with the
school. Our work is more effective
away from the school environment,”
said LaMonda.

Fresh Dairy, Milk, Eggs & more! Fresh Cut Flowers. Gitt & Fruit Boskes.

Bananas  Vine Ripe Plum Extralg. Redor Green Squash
3 9 ¢ Tomatoes Tomatoes  Green Peppers
b,

99¢. 99¢. 99¢.

3lbs.bag  Boar'sHead  Boar’s Head Boar's Head Combo ¢
Potatoes Yallow Onions Deluxe Ham Amer. Cheese 23 Ib-Genoa Salami

99¢ 99£ *5.99:°3.99 lb‘;/;big\g’ne
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Peruvian dancers Camila Martinez
and Richard Quispe danced the
Marinera..

BOE Tables Approval of Public

By Libby Barsky

Members of the Board of Educa-
tion are divided on whether to con-
tinue with the board’s policy of charg-
ing $.55 for each copy of a page a
resident requests from board records.
The issue of whether to reduce the
price or stay with the existing rate first
came up at the December meeting
when the board voted 5-4 on the first
reading of Policy #8310-the Public
Records policy: After a discussion at
the January 20 meeting comparing
what borough offices charge for cop-
ies, board member Debbie Boyle called
for a vote to table the issue and return
to it at a later time.

At the December meeting, board
member Bob Jones defended the right
of the public to be able to have access
to public records without paying the
current charge of $.55 per page and
suggested bringing the cost down to
$.15 or $.10.

“The current charge is gouging the

Rescue House of Prayer performs a tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King,

r.

Festival Celebrates Cultural Diversity

(Continued from page 1)

ers. The evening concluded with a trib-
ute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. per-
formed and conducted by the Rescue
House of Prayer.

The entertainmerit was rivaled only
by the wide variety of ethnic foods
served. Food choices included mous-
saka (Greek lasagna), baked ziti, chick-
enand broceoli, pork fried rice, Jamai-
can meat pies, samosas, Greek salad,
an Ethiopian cabbage dish, Filipino
BBQ sticks, chick pea and chorizo
soup, pasta fagioli, pizza, paneer and
white rice (Indian dish), bagel sand-
wiches, cavatelli and broccoli, Greek
cookies and more.

public,” said Jones, who estimated the
true cost of the paper and ink to be
$.04 and $.04, respectively.

Board President Jim Giannakis de-
fended the current rate of $.55 per page
noting the cost of the copying includes
the time office personnel would be
intterupted from their work to spend
locating and printing documents.

Upon first reading of the policy,
board members Debbie Boyle, Carol

CAIFIE

Serving the finest
Sfogliatelle & Cannolis
prepared fresh daily

Monday-Saturday 1

Volkswagen

Neighbor In

The Gar
Business!

ABHY vovsvugon
LB Coselron Mointanonce
&

Sign THEN drive

(4, Rhen Yo, P Sn/&ks/

1-10 pm ¢ Closed Sundays

Food and drinks were donated by
more than a dozen area businesses. The
left over food was donated to the Key-
stone Community Residence.

In addition to Boy Scout Troop
309, South Plainfield Girl Scout and
Brownie troops also assisted. More
than 150 people of all ages attended.
Among those enjoying the evening
were high school Principal Dr. Ken
May, Rev. Charles Mingle, members
of the borough council as well as
members of the board of education.

The purpose of the Coalition of
Cultural Diversity is to encourage the
various ethnic peoples to support each
other and become involved in the

Records Policy

Byrne, Bob Jones and Tim Morgan
voted for an amendment offered by
Jones to reduce the copying cost, but
the amendment was defeated when
board members Steve Bohn, Jim
Giannakis, Sharon Miller, Pio Pennisi
and Bill Seesselberg voted no.

The existing charge for copying
remains at $.55 per page for 1-10
pages, $.30 per page for 11-20 pages,
and $.15 for more than 20 pages.

BYOB

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\X\Q\\\\\\\\\\\\\\‘.\\\\Y\\\\\\\\\

AW

1020 BELMONT AVL +

community of South Plainfield; to
create awareness and appreciation for
each other’s ethnicity, difference, com-
monality and richness; to encourage
inclusiveness and to act as a forum for
residents of all ethnic backgrounds to
gather, meet and support one another.

South Plainfield Coalition of Cul-
tural Diversity Committee members
are President Nehemiah Thompson,
Vice President Chris Sienkielewski, Trea-
surer Althea Hollis, Secretary Pamela
Stefanek, Shehnaz Abdeljabar, Phoebe
Andes, Sharon Gianneschi, Lisa Hahn-
Gould, Keri Gould, Barry Gould, David
Joshi, Clark Olson-Smith, Nikki Woo
and Rick McCriskin.

L
South Plalnfleld resldents and Irish
dancers, Kelly and Bridget Simpson

Want to know more?
Call 908.405.9001 or visit
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SOCCER CLUB NEWS
By Dawn Hutchison

Enjoy a Pancake
Breakfast Sunday

The club held its first fundraiser last
Friday with its pasta night. We would
like to thank all who came out in sup-
port of the event and especially to all
those who helped out. A big thank
you to Joe McGeehan for all the cook-
ing and preparation of the fine Iralian
feast.

Our next fundraiser, a pancake
brealfast, is this Sunday, Jan. 31 at the
Elks Lodge on New Market Avenue,
from 8 a.m. to noon. Breakfastincludes
eggs made to order, French toast, pan-
cakes, bacon, sausage, home fries, toast,
orange juice, coffee, tea and hot choco-
late. Cost is $7/adults, $5/seniors, $4/
ages 3-12, two and under free.

The Elks have held this event for us
over the years and they do a wonderful
job. We really hope to see all our fami-
lies come out, enjoy a great breakfast
with friends and family; and help make
this event even better than before!

Don’t forget about our big event:

» Friday, Feb. 12-Mardi Gras Night
at the senior center on Maple Avenue
at 7 p.m. An evening of authentic
Cajun cooking, music and fun. En-
joy live Dixieland music by Marshall’s
Dixieland Band. King and queen of
the court will be crowned, beads and
masks available for' purchase. Come
outand play like the Cajuns do. Adults
only. Seats limited to 100 guests.

Tickets are $25 per person, includes
dinner. Call (908) 755-3550 for ad-
vanced ticket sales. Leave your name
and number and our ticket commit-
tee will get back to you.

Menu appetizers include barbecued
shrimp with fresh French bread and
stuffed mushrooms. A choice of one
of three entrees—chicken gumbo, jam-
balaya, or shrimp etouftee. Sorbet or
pecan pie with ice cream.

We are still in need of help. If you
can help in any way with any of our
events, contact Bill Garner regarding
the Mardi Gras at Bill Garner@iqor.
com and Laura Readie at Ireadie@
verizon.net, for all other events.

Thanks as always for your support
of the SPSC.

Sports

RECREATION WRESTLING

By Joe Sacco

Rec Wrestlers Remain Undefeated

South Plainfield’s Central Jersey and
Raritan Valley League teams both re-
main undefeated in league action.

The Central Jersey League team im-

proved to 7-0 this weekend with a 65- .

11 win over Clark, 56-13 win over
Franklin and a big 36-27 win over ri-
val 2009 league champ Bridgewater.
Tommy Fierro, Jake Giordano, Jake
Hoffinan, Danny Hedden and Dion
Pender led the way with three wins each.
Joseph Heilmann, Ryan Duhamel,
Brenden Hedden, Joe Penyak, Kyle
Bythell, Christopher Maszczak and
Christian Gonzalez had two wins each.
Jordan Hamberg, Michael Marreo, Jeff
Plugis and Desmund Santos added a
win each.

The Raritan Valley League team
improved to 4-0 with a 55-10 win
over visiting North Hunterdon. Pick-
ing up pins for the young Tigers were
David Loniewski, Joseph Sacco, Kyle
Davisson, George Pittenger and Zack
DelVecchio. Winning by technical fall
was Alex Amaro with decisions going
to Nicholas Loniewski, Jacob Pain-
ton, Jeff Plungis, Connor Adams,
Ryan Stankan, Nick Difrancesco and
Nick Scalera.

In weekend tournament action, the
Tigers had some big wins. Finishing in
first place and bringing home the gold
from the Lacey Mat Cat Classic was Jake
DelVecchio, Tommy Fierro, Michael
Castagno, Connor Adams, Joseph
Heilmann and Jake Giordano. Second
place went to Jordan Hamberg, David
Loniewski and Zack DelVecchio. Third
place finishes went to Justin Bell, An-
thony White, Joseph Sacco, Jake Hoff-
man and Josh Stasenko.

At the Caldwell Junior Chiefs tour-
nament, David Loniewski was the sole
champion; Luke Niemeyer finished
in second and Joseph Sacco third.

At the Madison tournament, Mich-
ael Castagno had a first place finish, his
second. championship in as many
weeks. At the Monroe mid-season
tournament, first place went to Jacob
DelVecchio, Jordan Hamberg, Joseph
Heilmann, Tommy Ferro, Brenden
Hedden, Zack DelVecchio, Danny
Hedden, Ryan Duhamel, CJ Maszczak
and Dion Pender; second place to Ja-

30

732.752.3555
FREE ESTIMATES

HEATING & COOLING

We’ve got a special attraction for you....

Ruud Super High Efficiency Air Conditioners and Furnaces -
: Paired Up For Peak Performance!
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“Lehigh Valley Railr

ad’s presence impacted the social fiber of the

towns through which it passed, as well as the contributions to the
growth of New Jersey’s once mighty industrial history.”

Lehigh Valley Railroad

ACI’OSS N('.W JEI’SE“

—Ralph A. Heiss, Author

Documenting the dynamic history of the
railroad from its birth in 1875 through its
closingin 1976... Never before seen vintage
photographs from private collections of
local residents and historical societies...

And stories of those who worked and
traveled the Lehigh Valley Railroad.

Makes a gﬂ‘-at To purchase a copy ($21.99), visit the Observer,
holiday g‘“ 1110 Hamilton Boulevard or call 908-668-0010.
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* son Giordano, Joseph Anesh, Domi-
nic Faustini, Dav1d Lomewsk1 Joe
Sacco, Alex Amato and Jake Ho&"man.
Third place went to Tyler Russo, Har-
rison Anesh; Desmund Santos, Jake
Giordano, Joseph Penyak and Ben
Lundy. Fourth place went to George
Pittenger and Jacob Painton. At the
Middlesex novice tournament, strik-
ing gold for the young Tigers was
Aidan Taber and Ryan Marston. Sec-
ond place finishers were Colby Huber,
Nick Loniewski and Connor Adams.
Justin Bell and Anthony Penyak fin-
ished in third, with Marcus Czarrun-
chick taking fourth,

Lastly, in state qualifier action, Luke
Niemeyer pinned his way to a first
place finish at the Randolph State
Qualifier for his ticket to the state cham-
pionships in early March.
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YR Ponvytail
=  Softball
Batters Box

By Nancy McMahon

Mark your calendar for the follow-
ing events:

South Plainfield Ponytail All Star
Tryouts will be held Sunday, March 7
at Inman Sports Club during the fol-
lowing times: girls 12 years old and
under (as of December 31, 2009),
8:30t0 10:30 a.m. (checkin at 8:15),
and girls 14 years old and under (as of
December 31, 2009), 10:30 am. to
12:30 p.m. (check'in at 10:15 a.m.).

Visit our new Web site at wwwleag
uelineup.com/spponytail.com.

By Gary Lampasona

JUNIOR
BASEBALL
CLUBNOIES

Our monthly meeting will be held
on Monday, Feb. 1 at 7:30 p.m. in
the clubhouse. We are excitedly pre-
paring for this season and your par-
ticipation will make it a more success-
tul one for our children. It all starts
with your attendance at our monthly
meetings. Key issues are discussed and
if'you aspire to be a manager or coach,
you won’t want to miss them. You
can also check out what’s going on
by downloading' the 2010 calendar
of events from the “Handouts” sec-
tion of our Web site at www.league
lineup.com/spjbc.

“Baseball, it is said, is only o game.
Tiue. And the Grand Canyon is only
a hole in Avizona.”-George E Will

SPHS Bowling By Ralph Fech

Lady Tigers Edged
by Sayreville,
Bounced by
North Brunswick

SPHS 599-661-614-1874
No. Brunswick 844-941-804-2589

The undefeated Raiders jumped out of §
the starting gate and never looked back as
they easily swept all three games from the
young Tigers. Michelle Hernandez led
SPHS with games of 150 and 133 for a
high 397 set. Chipping in were Stephanic
Sherwood, 150-144, and freshman Allison
Yuschick with a pair of 135s.

SPHS ' 662-698-689-2059
Sayreville = 714-763-657-2134

The girls’ bowling team was edged by a
good Sayreville squad, although they upended the Bombers in the third game.
Stephanie Sherwood’s 166 high game paced the Tigers, who also received help
from Nikki Disch’s 151 and freshman Nicole Benwell’s 156 game.

Last year's rookie of the year, M
chelle Hernandez, posted games
of 166-163-141 and 470 set as the
Tigers fell to undefeated Colonia.

1setasthe Tigers

Sophomore Andrew Yon bowled a big 246 game and
dropped a 4-0 decision to the Ramblers of Carteret.

Tiger Bowlers Clipped by State Champion
Sayreville, Tripped by North Brunswick

SPHS 719-747-818-2284
Sayreville 843-992-814-2709

Two-time defending state champion Sayreville was too much for the boys’
bowling team as they swept all three games. Sophomore Andrew Yon’s 192
high game and 499 Jed the vastly improved Tigers. Chipping in were freshman
Joe Parillo, 171 and Tom Riccardi, 170. Sophomore Kyle O’Keefe dished out
a 186 game and Ryan Riccardi posted a 171.

SPHS 705-689-660-2054
North Brunswick 815-900-935-2550
Freshman Joe Parillo took scoring honors for the Tigers, rolling games of
165-177-157. For 499 high set, teammate Andrew Yon added games of 163
and 164 and 485, but after a close first game, the Raiders woke up and coasted
to the victory.

local news since 1997. And it’s a great &%
reason to advertise your business here.

OB5SE

Your =1 Source for South Plainfield News
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more South Plainfielders
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Robert Matusz (left) congratulates
14 year-old winner Emily Pittenger.

Ryan Harris, 14 year-old winner

Knights of Columbus Announce
Free Throw Contest Winners -

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 held its
annual local level free throw contest
at Sacred Heart School on January
17. Boys and girls ages 10 to 14 shoot
15 free throws, and whoever makes
the most are winners and move to
compete at the district level competi-
tion.

The winners were: 10 year-old boy-
Billy Keane; 10 year-old girls-Grace
Ochoa; 11 year-old girls-Sara Cargill;
12 year-old boys-Italo Cardoso; 13
year-old boys-Matthew Ciandella; 14
year-old boys-Ryan Harris; 14 year-

old girls-Emily Pittenger,

The Knights would like to thank all
the boys and girls who participated:
Jack Scrudato, Brandon Wizda, Brian
Marski, Andres Fernando, Matt Re-
sende, Arthur Wright and JT Cola-
petro. All contestants on the local level
were recognized for their participation
in the event.

The Knights would also like to
thank Robbi Marusz, who chaired this
event, as well as his helpers, Steve
Belanger, Mark Resende, Dan Ratti
and Gerry Butrico.

Submitted by Joe Scrudato

CONTACT We Care to Hold
Volunteer Training Class

CONTACT We Care, Inc., the 24-
hour caring and crisis hotline voted
best statewide volunteer organization
by the New Jersey Governor’s Office
of Volunteerism, will begin its com-
prehensive 36-hour volunteer train-
ing class on Wednesday, Feb. 17 from
7-10 p.m. at the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm St. in Westfield. The class
will meet weekly until mid-May:

Experts in active listening, grief re-
covery, mental health issues, spiritual-
ity, and suicide prevention will join
with CONTACT’s professional staff
to conduct the training.

“Our recent award from the gover-
nor recognizes CONTACT’s commit-
ment to providing an enriched, re-
warding volunteer opportunity;” said
David Owens, executive director. “We
also offer volunteers the opportunity
to work directly with individuals in
need. To be able to have this one-on-
one direct connection is a unique and
rewarding volunteer opportunity.”

CONTACT?s training is designed
to prepare prospective volunteers for

2010 Recreation
Meeting Schedule

South Plainfield Recreation Com-
mission meetings are held on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.
atthe PA.L. Building, located at 1250
Maple Ave. in the conference room.
The meeting is open to the public.

The 2010 recreation meeting dates
are as follows: February 9, March 9,
April 13, May 11, June 8, July-no
meeting, August-no meeting, Sep-
tember 14, October 12, November
9 and December 14.

Want some
good news"

the wide variety of needs and situa-
tions they will encounter on the phone
line,” said Sue Fasano, CONTACT’s
director of training.

“We have been told time and again
how valuable CONTACT’s volun-
teer training is,” said Owens. “The ac-
tive listening skills people learn help
them in all areas of their lives—not just
on the hotline.”

There is a $50 fee to cover the cost
of training materials.

For more information on becom-
ing a CONTACT We Care volunteer
and making a difference in people’s
lives by listening actively; call (908)
301-1899 or visit the organization’s
Web site at www.contactwecare.org.

HOMETOWN HEROS

SEND-A-PLATTER

g

We will send fo any
home a beautifully
arranged and wrapped
Assorted Sandwich Tray
with two of our homemade
salads-Any Day-Any Time.

908-755-HERO (1376

349

Obituaries

Richard H. Little, 74

Richard H. Little of South Plain-
field passed away on Thesday, Jan. 19
at Robert Wood Johnson Umversxty
Hospital in

family at his
side.

" Richard re-
tired from
MN&S Rail-
road where he
worked as a
sales represen-
tativeinN.Y.C. ’

He served  Richard H. Little
inthe U.S. Army and was stationed in
Germany from 1956-58.

He enjoyed spending time with his
family and traveling around town
spreading his cheer and humor to all.

He Jeaves behind his beloved wife
of 50 years, Eileen; a son, Richard and
wife Lori Little of South Plainfield; two
daughters, Kim and husband Kevin
Krajniak of Howell and Valerie and hus-
band Phil Weiseman of Sarasota, Fla.
and four beloved grandchildren, Ashley;
Jennifer and Matthew Little and
Connor Krajniak.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Donations in his memory may be
made to the American Diabetes Asso-
ciation, Center Point II, Suite 103,
Bridgewater, N.J. 08807.

Mike “Moe”
Buyachek, 83

Mike “Moe” Buyachek passed away
peacefully on Thursday; Jan. 21 at his
home with his family at his side.

Born in Moose, Pa., he had resided
in New Brunswick before settling in
South Plainfield 54 years ago.

A proud veteran of the Korean War,
Moe served in the U.S. Army and was
a longtime member of the American
Legion Chaumont Post #243.

He was employed by the former
David Smith Steel and later by Lehigh

Utilities, both of South Plainfield, be-

fore his retirement.

Moe enjoyed spending his free time
bowling, playing shuffle board and
going to the legion.

He is predeceased by his wife, Eliza-
beth, who passeéd away in 1991; three
sisters, Mary Schlactun, Sophie Sch-
lactun, Ann Stefko and by a brother,
Nick Bayachek.

Hillside Cemetery

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemet
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

com
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Surviving are three daughters,
Michele Bataille of South Plainfield,
Eileen Boettger and husband Alan of
South Plainfield, Gail Anderson of
Waynesboro, Pa.; two sisters, Kitty
Halasz and husband Bill of Highland
Park and Helen Popadiuk of Raritan;
a brother, John Buyachek of Nev., a
brother-in-law, Ted Rupp of Conn.;
five beloved grandchildren, Jason and
Jimmy Bataille, Chris and Matt Ander-
sonand Stcphame Bocttger and many
nieces and nephcws

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Frank M. Barone, 51

Frank M. Barone of Weirton, W.V.
died on Taesday, Jan. 20 at home.

Born January 19, 1959 in Scran-
ton, Pa. he was the son of the late Frank,
Jr. and Jacquelyn Barone of South
Plainfield. Frank lived in South
Plainfield for 41 years before moving
to Weirton.

Frank is survived by a son, Anthony
J. Barone and wife Harmony of
Naples, Fla.; a brother, Robert Barone
and wife Wendy of South Plainfield;
two nephews, Robert and Nicholas
and a niece, Jennifer.

Services were held at Greco-
Hertnick Funeral Home in Weirton.

Richard R. O’Brien

Richard “Dick” R. O’Brien died on
Sunday, Jan. 24 at his home with his
family by his side.

Dick was born in Minneapolis,
Minn. to the late Raymond and Ha-
zel (Clemmer) O’Brien.

He graduated from Rahway High

School where he met his beloved wife,
the late Mildred (Nadler) O’Brien.
They settled in South Plainfield in
1956 where they raised their family.

Dick faithfully served his country
during the Korean War as a proud
United States Marine.

He was the owner of Allstate Car-
pet Service, installing carpet for
Huffiman Koos of Rahway.

Dick was a longtime member of
the American Legion Chaumont Post
#243 where he made many lifelong
friends over the years. He was also a
parishioner of Sacred Heart Church
in South Plainfield.

Besides his parents and wife, Dick is
predeceased by a brother, Jerome; and
by a brother-in-law and sister-in-law,
Kenneth and Dorothy.

Dickis survived by three loving chil-
dren, Diane Herriott (Billy) of South
Plainfield, Nancy Krauszer (Jeffrey)
of Mantoloking and Michael O’Brien
(Anpette) of South Plainfield; 13
grandchildren, Brielle (Anderson)
Fredericks and husband Jonathan,
Caitlin, Paige and Tyler Herriott, Kate,
Kelley and Mackenzie O’Brien, Alyssa,
Cara and Michael Capone and Kurt,
Tara and George Krauszer; two great-
grandchildren, Collin and Shane
Fredericks; a sister-in-law; Joan O’Brien;
two brothers-in-law; Lawrence Nadler
(Dolores) and Robert Nadler (Sarah),
along with many extended family and
friends from the American Legion.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions sent to the American Legion
Chaumont Post #243, Oak Tree Ave.,
South Plainfield, N.J. 07080 would
be appreciated.

“4n Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home”

Crishoin-

HOME FOR FUNERALS, Lic

(908) 561-8000
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Pre Arrancements* S/S Mepicain ProtecTion » CREMATION SERVICES
Green BuriaLs

James A. Gustafson, Pres./Mgr. * N.J. Lic. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin II, Vice-Pres./Dir. « N.J. Lic. No. 4564

Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. * N.J. Lic. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, Dir. ¢« N.J. Lic. No. 3382
Daniel M. Erickson, Dir. ® N.J. Lic. No. 4798

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com
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Sacred Heart School

Please return all sold and
unsold raffle tickets

to Sacred Heart Church
by January 25, 2010.

SACRED
HEART
SCHOOL

SQUTH PLAINFIELD, NJ

»dHeartSP.net » Brought to you by the Schoal Advisory Council
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Lines formed at the rabies clinic held at the borough garage early last
Saturday morning and continued to grow throughout the morning. In
addition to rabies shots, dog and cat licenses were available. More than
400 rabies shots were given and approximately 395 licenses were issued.

The Tabernacle Church Solicits
Donations to Provide Relief to Haiti

[IThe Tabernacle, a ministry located
in South Plainfield, is spearheading a
relief drive for victims of the recent
carthquakes in Haiti. All donations will
be sent directly to Haiti via mission-
ary ship on January 31.

In times like these, many people
become weary of opening their wal-
lets and hearts in fear that their contri-
butions will not be distributed to
those in need. For this reason, The
Tabernacle has launched an emergency
relief drive that will provide a wide
range of supplies only for those di-
rectly affected by the carthquakes.

“In light of the devastating earth-
quakes in Haiti that have undoubt-
edly shaken the entire world, we feel it
is important that we make a positive
impact on the world for Christ,” says
De’Andre Salter, senior pastor.

The church is soliciting everything
from bottled water and beans to flash-
lights and dust masks. The Tabernacle
will transport the items to Louisiana
where they will be placed on mission-

ary ships for direct transport into Haiti. -

This act of kindness and concern lines
up with the ministry’s purpose to reach
the world with impacttful projects.

In 2009, the ministry was recog-
nized by the governor of New Jersey
for its innovative nonprofit social en-
terprise model which has created more
than 45 small businesses in New Jer-
sey during the recession.

A comprehensive list of requested
items include bottled water, rice, beans,
cornmeal, oatmeal, cooking oil, pasta,
extension cords, flashlights, gloves,
dust masks, garbage bags, soap, pa-
per/plastic cups, plastic cutlery, paper
towels and napkins.

Monetary donations to pay for

Last Chance to
Purchase Reprints
Of Observer Photos

Observer writer/photographer Patri-
cia Abbott will be cleaning out her
computer files in the next month.
Among files to be deleted are:

* Kennedy-2009 father/daughter
dance, dance-a-thon and 2008 vari-
ety show.

¢ Franklin—2009 auction, Christ-

mas concert, back to school picnic,

Veterans Day and Halloween.

° High School-2009 career day,
2008 and 2009 homecoming and
pep rally, bonfire, indoor competi-
tion, 2009 football college fair, se-
nior luncheon, scholarship awards,
cultural heritage day, graduation,
Dafur concert, prom, Beauty and the
Beast and Tracy Murray Benefit.

* Riley-2009 father/daughter
dance and pajama party with Santa.

* 2009 Board of Ed wine tasting.

* Middle School-2009 dinner
dance and graduation, and battle of
the teams.

* Grant School-Productions of
Cinderelln and Olklahoma.

* 2009 Labor Day Parade and park
events.

¢ SDW-Production of Fame.

If you are interested in purchasing
any photos, contact her at angelonly
@aol.com.

transportation costs or to purchase
items can be mailed or dropped off at
the church located at 1253 New Mar-
ket Ave., South Plainfield, N..J. 07080.

Information regarding The Taber-
nacle Church and its community
projects can be found at wwwithetaber
nacle.com.

Classifieds

OPTION

Aloving couple wishes to adopt a newborm into a
home filled with happiness, security and endless
love. Expenses paid. Please call Brendan and Laura
toll-free at 1-800-991-0782 or email us at
adoptbaby2009@yahao.com

BIRTHMOM- Creative married.couple wants an
open relationship with you. We promise love, ad-
venture and guidance for your baby. Expenses paid.
Cindy & Chris 1-877-580-0948

APARTMENT FOR RENT

SOUTHPLAINFIELD

EFFICIENGY APARTMENT-MATURE GENTLEMAN.
2 rooms—kitchen and BDR/Living Room. Avail. Feb.

1. Nopats/smokers. (908) 754-2554,
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUY NEW JERSEY FOR $475! Place your 25-word
classified adin over 130 NJ newspapers!- Call Diane
Trent at 609-406-0600 ext.24, email dtrent@nijpa.
org or visit www.njpa.org. (Nationwide placement
available) Ask About our TRI-BUY package toreach
NY, NJ and PA!

AUTOS WANTED

Please DONATE your car. 1-800-692-1221.
CHILDRENS HOPE CHARITIES. Tax deductible-
free pickup-any condition. Also receive gift certifi-
cate for each car donated. Help Us, Help Children.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ALL CASH VENDING! Do you eam upto $800/day?
Qur own local candy route. Includes 25 Machines
and Candy. All for $9,995. 1-800-460-4276.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE! Place your
25 word Classified ad in over 125 newspapers
throughout NJ for $475. Contact Diane Trent 609-
406-0600 ext. 24. www.njpa.org

FINANCIA

AMERICAN TAX RELIEF-SETTLE IRS BACK TAXES.

Do You Owe Over $15,0007 If So...Call us Now!
%% EREE GONSULTATION**** For Less Than
What You Owe! Stop Wage Garnishments! Remove
Bank Levies, Tax Levies & Property Seizures! Stop
Payment Plans That Get You Nowhere! Settle State
and Business Payroll Tax Problems. Eliminate Pen-
alties, Interest Gharges & Tax Liens! SETTLE IRS
BACK TAXES. NO OBLIGATION, CONFIDENTIAL.
CALL AMERICAN TAX RELIEF. 1-800-355-1716
FREE CONSULTATION

CREDIT CARD RELIEF** FREE CONSULTATION
** Save Thousands of Dolfars. Qut Of Debt in
Months - NOT Years! Avoid Bankruptcy. NOT A High
Priced Gonsolidation Gompany Or A Consumer
Credit Counseling Program. CALL CREDIT CARD
RELIEF 866-479-5353. Not Available in All States.
Behind On Your Mortgage? Fight Foreclosure! Hire
Skilled Foreclosure Attomeys. Gall NOW For A FREE
Consultation On Saving Your Home. Call KEL 877-
279-3062

HEALTH

HERNIA REPAIR? DID YOU RECEIVE A COMPOSIX
KUGEL MESH PATCH BETWEEN 1999-20087 If
the Kugel patch was removed due to complica-
tions of bowel perforation, abdominal wall tears,
punture of abdominal organs or intestinal fistulae,
you may be entitled to compensation. Attorney
Charles Johnson 1-800-535-5727.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/SERVICES

HEALTH

**STUDENT EXCHANGE PROGRAM** Seeks
Local Coordinators. Passionate about your com-
munity? Help us expand! Unpaid but monetary/
travel_incentives. Must be 25+. Visit
effoundation.org or call 877-216-1293

AIRLINES ARE HIRING. Train for high paying Avia-
tion Maintenance Gareer. FAA approved program.
Financial aid if qualified. Housing Available. Call
Aviation Institute of Maintenance. (888-349-5387)

HELP WANTED

CROSSING GUARDS-SOUTH PLAINFIELD
gjéengust have carand phone. Gall (201) 795-

Driver - Average $800+ per week for Company
Drivers. Immediate Benefits. Great Equipment. CDL-
Awith 1 year experience, 23 yoa. Call NFl Sunday
oranytime: 877-691-5577. www.nficareers.com

H.WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS

KNIGHT REFRIGERATED - We have openings for
Exceptional OTR Drivers. Apply online
www.knightrefrigerated.com - 6 months OTR ex-
perience required. Class-A GDL, No felonies or
DUI's, Clean MVR. 888-668-0829.

HOME FURNISHINGS

BEDROOM-8 PC. WOOD SET, SLEIGH
BED, dresser/mirror, chest & 2 nite
stands. New still in boxes. Value $2500
?5?5'5'; 631 050 negotiable, call (732) 259-

Newspapers Drive Sales.
More than 1.2 million NJ adults

made a purchase in the past week
because of a newspaper ad.

Advertise Your Business.

COMPUTERS

Concerned About Computer
Virus Protection? Home Securily?

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers

908-769-0709
= New Computers/Upgrades
» Hardware/Software Installations

« In Home Service
» Website Development

Cell: 732-423-3504
Visit us at www.stcomputers.org

-3

~ CENTRAL JERSEY
Holistic Health Center and Spa

- MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY

oS%..  HYPNOSIS  REKI
Y D
075 DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT

Roxanne Cortese,cp,cHp,cvr

(908) 561-1511

By Appointment Only
GIFT CERTIFICATES AND GIFT BASKETS i

%, Prudential |
=" NewJersey Properties®

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE
South Plainfield Resident

For Over 39 Years
908-753-4450 X121
(732) 653-0322
Fax 908-753-0136

RosePelton@att.net
Rose Marie Pelton

@ Prudential NJ Properties®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Call 908-668-0010

2701 Pack Ave, So. Plainfield, NJ 07080 |, :

AUTO BODY
R TR
‘ Since 1972 Appraved Auto Repair
auto bo dy 908:561-3354

bt s

148 Durham Ave. South Plainfield « Visit us at www.jlautocehtér.com

Bring your car in for repairs and

Receive 5% OFF Auto Body or Mechanical ?epaik

Including insurance estimates. With this ad. Expires 1/29/10. .

CARPETING AND FLOORING

000 000000000000 O0000D0POGRDNONONOGNOSNOGNONOOEOGSEEOSEEOSES
W Carpet-Area Rugs«TileHardwood *LaminateLinoleum s
s Commercial and Residential 4
o Wall to Wall, Sam lays it Al .
< Sam the Carpet Wan

© P En 1 1 o
1 o MY WAY CARPET

’ 1-877-GO-MYWAY

: \‘@‘ TN 1-877-466-9929 :
: Fax: 908-756-4040 119 Hamiltan Blvd. mywaycarpet.com:

@ [

EEesE B0 South Plainfield, NJ 07080 mywaycarpel@msn.come
Repairs « Restretching * Binding « Custom Tile « Sanding and Refinishing

PLE I L L 0V 1Y
License
#8741

_Professional
Plumbing,_Heating
& Cooling, Inc.

{gos) 561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

'FRANK MCCARTHY

PLI T LI T T I T
YEEEEEEEEE

~ PARTS & EQUIPMENT

CONSTRUETION

References
Available
N.L. License

Fully Insured #13VH00353600

Additions* Bathrooms ¢ Kitchens
*Decks* Windows* Siding

908-754-8921

PM PALTS & EQUIPMENT

Parts=Sales=Service=Rentals

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DEALER!

CATERING TO: CONTRACTORS,
ANDSCAPERS, HOMEOWNERS

Daur BuiLuict, OWNER
250 Mack Place, South Plainfield

908-822-9828
(908-736-7096 fax)

 REMODELING
Love Your Home

RONZO REMODELING

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Bathrooms e Kitchens * Ceramic Tile
Windows * Doors * Decks
Custom Installations Available
Joe Ronzo Sr. Lic. 13VH00092100

T0 PLACE YOUR HELP WANTED, FOR SALE OR GARAGE SALE AD CALL 908-668-0010.
~ (908) 668-0662
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HOME FURNISHINGS

MATTRESS SETS-2 PC. ORTHO PLUSH
Queen $195, Full $185 Twin $165. Mfg.
closeouts won't last. Call (732) 259-
6690.

MATTRESS & BOX SETS-$219 QUEEN
Pillow Top, Brand new in factory plastic.
50% to 60% off store pirices. King $395.
Call (732) 259-6690.

HOUSES FOR SALE

NATIONWIDE FORECLOSED HOME AUCTION-
700+ Homes BIDS OPEN 2/8. Open House: 1/30,
31 & 2/6. View Full Listings www.Auction.com.
REDC Brkr 0894621 z

HOUSECLEANINNG

TERRI'S CLEANING-$10 A ROOM.
REFERENCES AVAILABLE.
CALL (732) 614-5296

HOUSES FOR SALE

20 ACRE LAND FORECLOSURES—Near Growing
ElPaso, Texas. No Credit Checks/Owner Financ-
ing. $0 Down, Take over $159/mo. payment. Was
$16,900, NOW $12,856. 800-755-8953
www.texaslandforeclosures.net

Wow! Run your classified ad on

our web site for an additional $5.

LAND FOR SALE

SNOWMOBILERS HEAVEN TUG HILL REGION
Land on paved road w/power! 3 acres in Osceola-
$15,995. 10 acres in Amboy $22,900. Large Acre-
age- 42 Acres $59,995. Access to snowmobile
trails. Gabins built on any lot starting at $19,900.
Financing available. Christmas & Associat

800-

MISCELLANEOUS

Reach over 1.5 Million Households! Place your
2x2 Display Ad in over 115 NJ weekly newspapers
for ONLY $1250. Call Diane Trent at 609-406-0600
ext.24,email dtrent@njpa.org or visit www.njpa.

org. (Nationwice placement available) Ask About
our TRI-BUY package to reach NY, NJ and PA!

229-7843 www.landandcamps.com

LOTS AND ACREAGE

FORECLOSED GOLF HOMES & GOLFLOTS! 100's
of listings in the Carolinas. Own for fraction of
value! Call 1-877-526-3615, x 2449 foreclosed
golfhome.com.

LIMOUSINE

T 557 T
Amanie Limousine Service
Quality Servicein D Goal
Low Rates = Airport = Special Events « Corporate
- M~PA—CT~HA-HD-DC-Ai
1-866-331-1440
online reservations: ww.Amanielimo.com

MISCELLANEOUS

NEED TO REACH THE PRESS? Send us your press
release and we'll do the rest! Fee. Call Diane Trent at
609-406-0600 ext.24,email dirent@njpa.org or
visit www.njpa.org.

Attend College Online from Home. *Medical,
*Business, *Paralegal, *Accounting, *Criminal
Justice. Job placement assistance. Gomputer avail-
able. Financial Aid if qualified. Call 888-220-5975
www.CenturaOnline.com

Male Enhancement - FDA Vacuum Pumps, Test-
osterone, Viagra, Cialis, for Free brochures (619)
294-7777, www.drjoelkaplan.com (Discounts
Available)

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE

DISH Network. $19.99/mo, Why Pay Mare For TV?
100+ Channels. FREE 4-Room Install. FREE HD-
DVR. Plus $600 Sign-up BONUS. Call Now!
1-866-397-1394.

MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE

1999, 1500 KAW VULCAN DRIFTER-5,600
Orig. Miles, Like New.Many extras. $9,500 o
best offer. Call (308) 930-1808.

PAINTING

3 R’S PAINTING
Ready « Reasonable * Reliable
Call for free estimate+908-693-8361

PUBLIC NOTICES

www.njpublicnotices.com - Subscribe to receive
automatic notices: sheriff sales, foreclosures, RFR

bids for schools, town meetings, variances, etc.
REAL ESTATE

***FREE Foreclosure Listings*** Over 400,000
properties nationwide. LOW Down Payment. Call
NOW! 1-800-474-5065.

Move or Retire to Delaware and discover the value
of manufactured housing. Gated community with
homes from low- 100’s Brochure Available. Toll-
free 1-866-629-0770. www.coolbranch.com

REAL ESTATE/OUT OF STATE

ABANDONED UPSTATE NY FARM - ABSOLUTE
SALE 10 acres - Stream - $29,900! Lake region,
gorgeous setting! Woods, fields, stonewalls. Solid

investment! Owner terms! For priority appt. Call
877-217-8805. Virtual tour:www.newyork
landandlakes.com

OOM FOR RENT

NETHERWOOD (PLAINFIELD)-MASTER
BDR located on 2nd floor of single family
house wy/large yard. 1'% baths, full
kitchen, W/D, central air, 5 min. walk
from Netherwood Stn. on Raritan Valley
train line. $700/month; gas/electric/cable
are split with roommate. Please contact
Brian at (732) 947-1458 if interested. |

Looking for statewide coverage
~ foryour classified ad?

Place your 25 word classified ad
in over 125 newspapers throughout
New Jersey for $495 with just one call.

Call the Observer at 908-668-0010 for information.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL

ERVICES

AUTO BODY

AUTO REPAIR

R&C &%
AUTO BODY

pertColorMatching GART-IT
24 Hour Towing ‘LS
Lifetime Repair Warranty
Lic. No. 00992A

e, 908-757-1933

Mon-Fri 8-5
G&R A Bill & Tom
Complete Foreign & Domestic  TIRES

Auto & Truck Repair ¢ Tune Ups
0il Changes ¢ Shocks & Suspension
Air Gonditioning » Exhaust Systems

< Brakes & Front End

PADGETT

PADGETT BUSINESS SERVICES®
WHERE YOUR SUCCESS TAKES ROOT*"

Accounting Today 2009 Top 100 Firm

Business and Personal Taxes ¢
Payroll « Financial Reporting

Don Duffy, MBA - Owner

COINS-GOLD WANTED

TOP
 PRICES

BES 235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield s?;th)vlainﬁelg, NJ
= @ = 908-754-8313 RIeERE6900
- . ) ; ) d_duffy@smallbizpros.com References
3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield Fleet Service T Call for a FREE Consultation! ¥ ]
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR GENERAL CONTRACTOR ~ GUITAR LESSONS
BUILDER & : GUITAR :
GENERAL CONTRACTOR | : LESSONS .
On Time Fleetrical NJ DCA LIC #019771 X X
conmctorm Since 1981 * Beginner to Advanced X
T Lordina Builders . 908-822-9702 :
Rt i 908-753-3850 * SOUTH PLAINFIELD .
908451-3313 ADDITIONS « KITCHENS * All Styles
BATHROOMS e se e s
Fully Insured & Office Renovations : K.Ell.nv- c.iln.lpl.m!'l :
S, FREE ESTIMATES J ¢ www.kennymusician.com

soe 00000 e e e

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ROOFING-SIDING
WINDOWS *DOORS 105t
PORCHES *DECKS "P*"

908-561-4073

Resitent Specialist - 38 Yrs. Exnerience - M) Licensed Contractor

k=

—— 3RD GENERATION IN BusiNESs ——

908-668-8434

~ RODFING & SIDING

PENYAK
ROOFING &

SIDING CO.

908-753-4222

www.penyakroofing.com

3571 KENNEDY ROAD
SO. PLAINFIELD,NJO7080

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
SNOW REMOVAL

PLOWING - SANDING - SALTING
¢ Office Buildings
* Apariment & Condo Complexes
¢ Retail Stores
*Schools and Churches
-Sign up now for 24 hour service-

908-756-7272
= 2

REALESTATE
> L [® pruden
“ARR Q Ty = #» Prudential (:enlugy
e [y A A ] New Jersey Properties : 210 ~
'iFnA“‘Es‘o Cynthia “Guancione” Freund Moretti Realty ‘
PAVING « MASONRY 3 Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate Putyour trustin a Realfor ¥
- " . i | Cell 908-447-6980 who can gef themost ~ Evelyn
Driveways ¢ Parking Lots Bus 732-494-7677 money through Sherwood
Slate « Bluestone * Excavating » Foundations * Block Work By knowledge & experisncel AB;-;Z]:Z; A
Cultured Stone * Drainage * Water Proofing 3 (Amooyaventie

| Metuchen, NJ 08840

CynthiaFreund@
PrudentialNewdJersey.com

 SNOW REMOVAL/SAIT

Call

KLK Trucking for:

Sand/Salt Mixture, Bulk Rock
Salt, Ice Control Sand

Sanding © Salting * Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat
908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

Croeonie' | Office: (908) 765-5051 Ext, 313
outh Plainfietd] (908) 753-1346 Evenings
& vicinity | Email; i col

WE BUY YOUR UNWANTED
GOLD & GOLD JEWELRY

We also buy all U.5. and Foreign Coinage/Paper Money,
* PreciousMetalBullion, SterlingSilver&VintageSportscards.
v Gregory 5. Heim » 908-405-6408

www.gynandroidhead.com

9AMto & PM

We will corrie to you & provide a free verbal appraisal. Call for details.

JEWELERS

FINE JEWELRY ® EXPERT REPAIRS
CINDY
MICHAELS

Jewelers & Gemologists

2325 Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield
908-769-4264

EpwarD J. CoLuce! GEMOLOGIST

WE BUY GOLD

www joedieananrealestate.com

“Nobody knows
South Plainfield
like Joe Diegnan.” 4

/\-
Morietti Realty
Business:
(908) 755-5300 x 315
Eves: (908) 756-9123

Email: Diegnan,

Joseph Diegn

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

Realtor-Associate & Lifetime South Plainfield resident
225 Mayle Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 67880

TILING

oo

Fully Insured -
Free Estimates

‘Commiercial

tions of: * Backsplashes * Floors
*Walls *Shower/Tub Areas

. Custom [w);‘esign‘sﬁ'q; Patterns . .
“Ceramic * Granite ® Marble ¢ Porcelain *Slate -

Piﬁcatawaf, NJ
908-616-4062

* Residential
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In My Opinion

Opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher, nor do we guarantee accuracy.

(Continued from page 2)

Lastly, we would like to thank the
teachers at Kennedy, who turned
Colin's harrowing experience into a
“teachable moment,” educating all of
the children as to the universal sign for
choking, so they know what to do if
they or one of their classmates begins
to choke. We feel blessed and secure
with our kids at Kennedy School.

SINCERELY,
ERIN & CHRIS FARRELL

To the Editor:

Enough is enough!

In the month of December the
South Plainfield governing body
voted to appoint two residents of
South Plainfield to the new Dismal
Swamp Regional Agency. The state-
approved agency was designed to pre-
vent unwanted development in the
last large natural preserve in central
New Jersey. The two residents were
appointed to five-year terms.

Well, four weeks later, a new major-
ity on the council decided to rescind
the appointments and two weeks later
appointed two other people to the
agency. I am sure that all the volun-
teers are good people and will do a
great job for our town. It’s about time
that we appoint our volunteers based
on their qualifications and willingness
to serve, not by their party affiliation.

And T am really concerned that this
sets a very bad precedent? Does every
volunteer who has been appointed to
a board or agency have to be reviewed
by a new council every year? This
political move brings out the worst in
people and demeans the process and
the volunteers who want to serve our
community.

Let’s all take a new approach in the
future. Prioritize the people’s interest
—our taxes, our services, our quality of
life. Put the politics where it belongs—
October and November. For the other
10 months, we are all one commu-
nity with shared interests and concerns.
I’s time to put people first and poli-
tics last.

MICHAEL ENGLISH

To the Residents of South Plainfield:

The South Plainfield Education
Foundation held its annual telethon
the week of November 30. The stu-
dents from several groups in the high
school made phone calls to the par-
ents of every student in the South
Plainfield school district. If you are a
parent that pledged a donation to the
foundation, a follow up letter has been
sent. There are several areas through-
out the district that the parents can
direct financial help.

To date, we have received over half
of the amounts that have been pledged.
If you have not sent your pledge
money in yet, we would ask that you
send it to the S.P. Education Founda-
tion as soon as possible.

This is our most important fund-
raiser of the year. Through this fund-
raiser we are able to continue provid-
ing scholarships to deserving seniors
from South Plainfield High School.
We would also like to continue to sup-
port the Gold Card Program at the high
school. We have been in existence since
1994. We are a separate non-profit
501c-3 organization. Please be advised
that the education foundation is not
affiliated with the school board. If you
would like further information on the
foundation, you can log on to the
South Plainfield school district Web
site and click on the link to the foun-
dation, or you can go to our Web site
at www.spvision2001.org. We pro-
vide monies for scholarships and in-
centive programs for the entire district
as an independent, non-profit orga-
nization.

We would like to thank the com-
munity of South Plainfield for their
continued support of the South Plain-
field Education Foundation.

MARJORIE REEDY,
PRESIDENT, SOUTH PLAINFIELD
EDUCATION FOUNDATION

To the Editor:

The Superintendent took excep-
tion to the use of the word “surplus”
in a recent Observer article. He may

not like the word surplus, but the fact
is that the fund balance is a pool of
money that is available after the audit.

In previous years, any fund bal-
ance in excess of two to three percent
of the total budget was to be returned
to the taxpayers in the form of prop-
erty tax relief. This year the state lim-
ited this to two percent and revised
regulations to give districts the op-
portunity to allocate this fund bal-
ance differently. The district still had
the opportunity to allocate this fund
balance for property tax relief. Instead,

Your Health

A Soulcc for M(.du.al/l)(.nt.ll/ Wellness Pr()fcssmlmls

what did the superintendent and
school districts do? No property tax
relief. Instead, they allocated the find
balance in excess of two. percent as fol-
lows: $740,284 for encumbrances,
$1,199,783 excess surplus (the two per-
cent referred to previously), $654,445
for subsequent budget ease-these ac-
counts were previously used.

The superintendent and board then
established a number of new reserve ac-
counts: emergency reserve $495,000,
maintenance reserve $499,992 and, capi-
tal reserve of $3,475,000; so they used
$4.469,992 of 'the fund balance for
these reserves and removed the option
to provide you with property tax re-
lief. Bear in mind that in the past most
of the projects included in the capital

DURHAM DENTAL CENTER

COSMETIC & GENERAL DENTISTRY

281 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield (908) 791-0900

EXAM &

C%(EANING $7999 |

RAYS

REGULAR 255

ONLY 1
ZOOMs19g9s!
BLEACHING

REGULAR ’599

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS

DURHAM DENTAL CENTER DURHAM DENTAL CENTER
|

MAY NOT BE COMBINED WITH ANY ommgouwm : 1
010 1

OR DISCOUNTS. EXPIRES 2-19-20
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Health
Matters
to Us.

FREE DELIVERY

~ Regional Hospice

. & Homecare Provider

Major Medical &
Medicare Billing
Available

Hospital Beds
Wheelchairs
Walkers

Diabetic, Surgical &

Ostomy Supplies
Wound Care
Oxygen

OR DISCOUNTS. EXPIRES 2-19-2010

reserve account would have been in-
cluded in the capital outlay and
maintenance sections of the regular
school budget and you the taxpayers
would have had the opportunity to
vote on the merits of these projects.
Therefore, $4,469,992 of the fund
balances were allocated to be used
(your money) and you the taxpayer
had no say on these expenditures, but
you paid the taxes.

This fund balance of $7.2M is there
because the amount raised by taxes
exceeded the dollars required for dis-
trict budget operational purposes.

Look at Exhibit J-4 Sheet 1 of the
audit. It shows that the school taxes
we paid in 2005 were $32,829,404.
In 2009 the tax levy increased to

$40,318,578, which was an increase
of $7,489,114 or 22%. The school
tax went from 2.491 to 2.824 in
2009.

The Observer was not Factually in-
correct. There is in fact a fund balance
of $7.2 M. This balance was available
to the district and they chose to allo-
cate these excess funds (surplus) as
indicated earlier.

More of this fund balance could
have been allocated for property tax
relief. They, the superintendent and
board, chose not to do so. Actually,
the fund balance was $7.2M. Also re-
member this audit covers the period
as of June 30, 2009 and the report
was released December 2009.

FRANK MIKORSKI

M,-\ [T& &,

Dr. Norayr Ozbalik, DC
16 years experience

© Neck pain, back pain, headaches, numbness, tingling,
weakness & pain in arms and legs * Fibromyalgia * Sciatica
* Personal Injury * Bulging and herniated discs
= Convenient hours Mon.-Sat. © Walk-ins Welcome

904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite O, South Plainfield
(908) 561-1777 Fax: 908-561-9711

Most major medical insurance & Medicare accepted

Tom Cassio Jr. -

To Our Valued Customers,

We wish you a healthy and happy New Year! With this New Year
brings many new insurance plan issues and changes. We realize the
information you receive from your insurance company can be
confusing and misleading, and we would like to let you know

there is a good chance YOU DO HAVE A CHOICE.

Many insurance companies are suggesting you transfer your
medications to mail order. This usually does not mean you are

unable to continue to allow us to fill your prescriptions. Please stop
by or give us a call so we may go over your specific options according
to the rules of your plan. Gitentimes, we can continue to service

you without any change of co-pay or participation.

We look forward to seeing you soon and as always, we appreciate
your business and it is our pleasure to service you and your family.

With sincere thanks,
Bill Ashnault, RPh, Sandy Severini, Tom Cassio & the Staff

Twin City Pharmacy
& Surgical

Tel. (908) 755-7696 ¢ Fax (908) 755-6003
1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield

Bill Ashnault RPh.—~Owner e Sandy Severini- Owner
Owner e James Kim, RPh

24-Hour Emergency Care Service ~ Free Delivery




