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TO OUR READERS:
Due to the Christmas holiday,
the December 25 Observer will
not be available in stores^
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Celebrating 126 Years of Service-The family, friends and fellow employees of four retiring members of the Depart-
ment of Public Works gathered to celebrate at a party at the Italian-American Club last Saturday night. Public Works
Superintendent iloe Glowacki (35) and employees Victor Kurilew (38), Paul Brand (27) and Donald Fiore (31) were
employed for a combined total of 126 years. Pictured standing (L to R) are Bill Staats, Paul Brand, Ray Monticchio,
Don Fiore, Rich Ritchey, Joe Glowacki, Phil Russo, Rick Zekas, Vic Kurilew and Dave Donatelli. Kneeling (L to R) are Ken
Calderoni, Bob Graf and Leo Appolloni. Not pictured are Donna Zereconski, Leon Mielnikiewiz and Bob Capparelli.

Republicans Object to Dismal
Swamp Commission Appointments
by Jane Dornick

The Borough Council voted to
appoint William Thomas and Jeffrey
Williams to the newly formed Dismal
Swamp Preservation Commission.

Prior to the council vote on the ap-
pointment at the December 7 meeting,
Republican Councilmen Ray Rusnak
and Tim McConville argued over the
urgency of appointing two individuals
to the newly formed commission. A
bill sponsored by Assemblymen Peter
J. Barnes III and Patrick Diegnan (D-
Middlesex) and passed into law on

October 14 established the commission
which will create a regional master plan
to prevent farther encroachment upon
the Dismal Swamp and have regulatory
authority over the swamp. The commis-
sion will consist of seven members, two
each appointed by Edison, Metuchen
and South Plainfield, respectively, and
one by Edison Wetlands Association.

Rusnak quoted the borough's bylaws,
Article 5, Section 8, stating, "It will be
the policy of the mayor and council not
to fill vacancies which occur between
Election Day and the annual reorganiza-
tion meeting unless it is absolutely nec-

(L to R) Michael Elkow, president of the National Multiple Sclerosis Soci-
ety, N.J. Metro Chapter; Mayor Charles Butrico, Jackie Jackson and Dan
Messina, chairman of the local New Jersey chapter.

MS Society Honors Jackson
South Plainfield resident Jackie

Jackson was named MS Activist of the
Year by the New Jersey Multiple Scle-
rosis (MS) Society at an award cer-
emony on December 6. She was rec-
ognized for her activism in promoting
accessiblity for handicapped individu-
als in towns throughout New Jersey

In addition, the Borough of South
Plainfield received the Partner of the
Year Award for both being active in
understanding the needs of the handi-
cap by conducting an accessibility
tour, and for making changes to the
borough infrastrucrure to improve
accessibility.

essary." Mayor Charles Butrico felt the
bylaw was "open ended" and said that
other towns "were appointing people
as we speak." Republican Councilman-
elect Rob Bengivenga said the council
would be in violation of the bylaws and
that he personally contacted the other
towns involved and they have not made
any appointments as of yet.

Borough Attorney Patrick Bradshaw
was questioned on the legality of a vote
and he said it was "up to the council
and a decision by the majority" as to
its necessity.

The appointees are William Thomas,
a lawyer and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment chair, and Jeffrey Williams who,
according to Butrico, is a "young and
upcoming individual." "Both men are
highly qualified," said Butrico. Resident
Robert Bengivenga, Sr. brought up the
fact that his 10-year experience on the
Green Brook Flood Commission would
make him a suitable candidate and he
was disappointed that the position was
not advertised.

Democrats Ray Petronko and
Chrissy Buteas were not present at
the meeting, and the vote resulted in
a tie. Both Republicans Ray Rusnak
and Tim McConville voted "no" and
Democrats Joe Scrudato and Franky
Salerno voted "yes" to the resolution.
Mayor Butrico exercised his privilege
to vote in the event of a tie and the
resolution was passed. Butrico offered
up the fact that when the Republican
Majority takes office on January 2
they will be able to make rheir own
appointments.

The Dismal Swamp stretches
across 1,200 acres of hardwood
forests, EPA-designated Priority
Werlands and wild meadows in South
Plainfield, Metuchen and Edison and
is home to countless wildlife species.

3 Schools Evacuated
Kennedy, Franklin and SPHS
Students Forced to Exit Buildings

Police responded to emergency
calls in local schools on December
10 after Kennedy School received
a bomb threat and Franklin School
reported a burning odor, and on De-
cember 11 after the smell of natural
gas was reported at the high school.
All three schools were evacuated.

On December 10 at approximately
10:45 a.m. South Plainfield Police
received word of a bomb in Ken-
nedy School that forced students
and staff to leave the building. They
were escorted by police to the PAL
building and parents were notified
through the Board of Education's
reverse 911 system to retrieve their
children at that location. According
to Police Chief John Ferraro, bomb
sniffing dogs were brought in by the
Middlesex and Monmouth County
Sheriff's Departments and N.J. Tran-
sit and nothing unusual was found
in the building. Classes resumed as
usual the following day. An Edison

man was charged with calling South
Plainfield police and falsely claiming
there was a bomb in the same school
back on May 7.

While the Kennedy evacuation was
underway, the odor from an overhead
light ballast in a Franklin School
classroom forced students outside for
a brief period.

The following day, December 11,
high school students were sent to
Grant School and the middle school
after the smell of natural gas was re-
ported/The fire department identified
a gas pipe on the roof as the source
of the odor.

According to Business Administra-
tor Rich Guarini, repairs were made
to the pipe over the weekend and
also to the light fixture at Franklin
School. He commended the fire
department for their immediate ac-
tion and their ability to identity the
problems quickly

(L to R) Student Council Vice President Charlie Butrico, President Jessica
Uhl and Representative Cody Decker with the gifts they collected.

Middle School Students Make
Holiday Special for Others

The Middle School Student
Council collected 260 gifts in the
school's annual toy that began on
November 23. In addition, several
hundred dollars were collected and
used to purchase Kohl's gift cards.

All of the items donated by stu-
dents and their families were given ro
the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve/N.J.
Retired Chapter Gifts for Kids pro-
gram, South Plainfield families in
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need and needy families in Middlesex
County

"I am once again very grateful to all
of the students and South Plainfield
families that donated to this holiday
toy and gift drive. I also know that
many also donated to the high school
toy drive. South Plainfield continues
to be a proud community that cares
about others," said Principal Steve
Novak.


