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Pee Wees Fly to National Victory!

The Eagles Pee Wee Cheerleaders were honored by the Borough Council at their meeting on Monday evening. The team took first place in the the Pee Wee
Small Novice Division of the 2008 Pop Warner National Cheer Championships. For story and additional photos, see pages 6 and 7.

Students Perform at 35th Annual Tuba Christmas
South Plainfield students per-

formed at the 35th annual Tuba
Christmas Concert on December
13 at Rockefeller Center in New
York City.

Approximately 500 tubas, bari-
tones, and euphoniums performed
Christmas carols on the ice rink under
the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree.
The conductor of the celebration
was C. Christian Wilhjelm, who is

the former conductor of New York's
Famous Goldman Band and is the
current conductor of the Ridgewood
Concert Band. Participation at the
event has become a tradition at the
middle school and throughout the
district for the past six years.

Middle School students playing
were Jake Rotella, Joanna Marston
and James O'Connor. Isaac Blanco,
Willie Hartmann, Matt Brazza, Sean

Coffey, Richard Rotella, Brendan
Berry, Emily Roseo, Eric Nuber
and Marvin DeLaCruz represented
the high school. Grant School was
represented by Tim Nuber and all
were accompanied by Middle School
Music Teacher Andrew Veiss and
South Plainfield High School alumni
Francisco DeLaCruz.

The concert was conceived by tuba
virtuoso Harvey Phillips to honor his

teacher, the late William J. Bell and
presented in Rockefeller Center in
1974, and was conducted by Paul La-
Valle of Band of America fame. This
unusual Christmas tradition is firmly
established in over 200 cities .around
the world. Enthusiastic audiences be-
come an important part of the concert
by singing along with Christmas carols
especially arranged for the tuba choir
by American composer Alec Wilder.

All are
Invited!

Come &
"Experience a

festivaCofCuCtures
The South Plainfield Coalition

of Cultural Diversity will host the
second annual Festival of Cultures
aj Riley Elementary School audi-
torium on Monday, Jan. 19 from
5 to 8 p.m. All are invited.

The festival, a celebration of
the diverse people who call South
Plainfield their home, includes
dance, music, food and more.

The event will feature comments
by Mayor Charles Butrico, leaders
of Christian, Muslim, Jewish and
Hindu communities and SPHS
Principal Dr. Kenneth May, as well
as fabulous cultural dances, culmi-
nated by a tribute to Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Ethnic food will
be served throughout the program.
All are invited to attend.

The evening schedule is as fol-
lows: cultural expo and music and
gathering-5 to 5:30; cultural music
and dances (Native American,
Irish, German, Hungarian, Indian,
Middle Eastern, Jewish, Chinese,
Filipino and others)-5:30 to 7:30
and a tribute to Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.-7:30 to 8 p.m.

The South Plainfield Coalition
of Cultural Diversity was orga-
nized in 2007 in response to the
existing and increasing diversity of
people living in South Plainfield.

For information, call Coalition
President Nehemiah Thompson
at (908) 251-3992 or Vice Presi-
dent Chris Sienkielewski at (908)
561-8057. •

SPHS Drug Testing
To Begin in January
By Libby Barsky u

Middle School music teacher Andrew Veiss along with students who participated in the annual Tuba Christmas
Concert at Rockefeller Center.

Random testing of
high school students will
begin in January with
25 students scheduled
to be tested during the
month. Under the new
drug policy established in September,
students who are members of a sports
team, a co-curricular club or who park
in the school lot are among the pool
of candidates to be chosen for testing.

At the December 17 Board of Edu-
cation meeting, the board approved the
contract for Sport Safe Testing Service,
Inc. to provide drug and alcohol test-
ing services. The cost for each urine
substance abuse panel is $2. Eachpanel
has an add-on testing cost: $10 for
alcohol; $3 for ecstasy testing; $90 for
anabolic steroids and $9 for nicotine.
Cost of initial testing will be borne by
the BOE. If a student tests positive (or
refuses the test, which is interpreted as

The new drug policy was
enacted to help deter

students from experimenting
with drugs," explained SAC
Rhonda Greene.

positive), parents or
guardians will be re-
sponsible for the cost
of a test certifying the
student is negative.

In addition to
removal from extra-
curricular activities

and revocation of parking privileges
for a minimum of one week, a student
who tests positive must meet with the
student assistance counselor (SAC) a
minimum of six times and attend an
early intervention program. The stu-
dent can return to school after being
evaluated by a physician, with a written
report certifying that substance use no
longer interferes with the student's
ability to participate in school.

A group of parents upset by the
impending program met with school
principal, Dr. Kenneth May; assistant
principals Robert Diehl and Lisa Parker
andSACRhondaGreeneonDecemberl8.

(Continued on page 10)
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The opinions expressed inthis'coli
1

necessarily those of the publisher, nor do we guarantee their accuracy.

Submit Your Letters to the Editor:

: . i . r t . Send your letters to S o t * Plainfield Observer,-
'1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080, or fax to 908-668-8819,'or
via E mail: spobserver@comcast.net. Dead-
line is Monday. 5 p.m. Letters must be ac-
companied by a name and telephone num-
ber for verification. Limit letters to no more
than 200 words. We reserve the right to
refuse a letter, to edit for clarity or length, and
to limit the number of letters submitted on
the same subject. Submission is not a guar-
antee of publication. We do not accept anony-
mous letters." Letters are strictly opinion.

Dear Editor,
J want to send out a thank you, a
)lic thank you, to all the people

who have contributed to the Tri-
County Red Cross holiday gift drives.
In this year of economic turmoil there
are many more people who are in need
of our assistance, and fewer people
who are able to provide the resources
we need to provide that assistance.

Our 2008 Thanksgiving basket
drive gave out more than 250 turkeys
with all the fixings to families in the

Want to Stay Informed But Can't Make a Council Meeting?
Regular Council meetings air on Comcast Channel 74 Mondays, 7:30 p.m.
Agenda and/or Other SPECIAL Meetings air Saturday at 8 p.m.

(Check Comcast community bulletin board for last minute time changes.)
To purchase a copy of a complete Borough Council meeting,

contact the Observer.

Current BOE Meetings air on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.

Meets twice a month on Mondays, except as noted.* All meetings begin at 7 p.m.

Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605

REORGANIZATION MEETING
Saturday, January 2, noon at Borough Hall

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act (NJSA10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, 'except where noted.

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted

Committee of the Whole, Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.: Jan. 14, Feb. 11,
March 11 and April 1.
Regular Public Meeting, Wednesdays at 7:3(Kp.m.: Jan. 21, Feb. 18,
March 18 and April 8.

Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August

PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7716

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7621
January 14

tfffi-ES
Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. • Questions? 908-757-8100

onth at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room, Borough Hall

'
Meets on

Meets once a month on Mondays at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room at Roosevelt
Administration Building on Jackson Ave.
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by G&G Graphics Inc.

Haw to Reach Us

1110 Hamilton Boulevard, Suite IB, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Ph: 908-668-0010 • fax: 908-668-8819

Email: spobserver@comcast.net
www. spobserver. com
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908-668-0010
CIRCULATION

To subscribe to the Observer
call (908) 668-0010

ADVERTISING
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The South Plainfield Observer (U.S.RS. 018253) is published weekly, except Thanksgiving week. Second class
postage paid at South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080-9998. Postmaster: Forward change of address orders to
G&G Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004. Subscription rates $25/year
in South Plainfield; $30/ year out of town.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We encourage the submission of stories and photos. To je t an article published: Type (double spaced! the article
and mail, email or fax. Include name, address and telephone number. Deadline for submission is Monday, 5 p.m.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Submit letters to the editor by mail, email or fax. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to
edit for clarity or length. Letters must include name and phone number, for verification.

To comment on the content or to suggest a special story idea, contact the publisher at (908) 668-0010.

The publisher Is not responsible for typographical errors.

Plainfield and Elizabeth areas, a sig-
nificant increase over previous years.
Every single turkey and side dish was
donated by a generous person or or-
ganization not for the credit but be-
cause they care about their neighbors.
In total, we gave out more than three
tons of food that fed well over a thou-
sand people on our nation's oldest
holiday

Today we are giving away toys to
children in the Plainfield area who may
not get presents otherwise, and to-
morrow we will do the same in Eliza-
beth. Because of the astonishing gen-
erosity of our donors-from schools
to businesses to anonymous folks
who leave the toys without fanfare-
we are providing an average of three
toys a child to 250 families. These 750
or so children are more than we've
ever been asked to help.

I can't tell you what it means to me
to see this kind of generosity of spirit
and materials, to see the impact these
gifts have on the folks who need a
little hand up this year. It makes me
proud to be a small part of the effort,
and proud to be from Central New
Jersey

The Tri-County Red Cross is a vol-
unteer led organization funded by fi-
nancial and material contributions
from local individuals, businesses and
organizations. Sometimes our donors
and volunteers don't get to see the
good they do, the suffering they help
prevent or alleviate.

So this is a personal thank you for
everyone who contributed by donat-
ing a can of vegetables for Thanksgiv-
ing, a teddy bear for the holiday toy
drive, or $100 for disaster relief to
make the Tri-County Red Cross mis-
sion possible. You are all heroes in our
community, and you deserve a lot of
credit.

BEST REGARDS,
NATHAN RUDY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
TRI-COUNTY RED CROSS

Library to Host
Tax and Financial
Seminar Sunday

The libary will host a tax and fi-
nancial seminar on Sunday, Dec. 28
at 2 p.m.

Sponsored by H&R Block, the
program will focus on the financial
concerns of the unemployed and those
faced with losing their job. The sub-
jects discussed will include insurance,
job hunting, allowable deductions,
and changing locations. The program
is being presented free; no pre-regis-
tration is required.

For more information, call (908)
754-7885, or visit the library's Web
site at www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us.

Consistency
Pays Off.

There's a reason the
B&P advertisers find
success week after
week - exposure. Get a
slice of success. Adver-
tise in the Observer.

Observer
four #1 Source for South Plainfield News

For information, call

908-668-0010

Roosevelt School students created an interactive Internet program with
artwork and performed a song with sign language motions at the
December 17 Board of Education meeting.

BOE Okays Replacing High
School Air Conditioning Units
By Libby Barsky

After years of patching up the ag-
ing high school air conditioning units
and spending dearly for a temporary
fix, the Board of Education has started
the process to replace them.

The board accepted a proposal
from the architectural firm DiCara/
Rubino of Wayne to prepare plans
for replacing eight large rooftop air
conditioning units, including the
plumbing, HVAC and electrical sys-
tem at a cost of $175,000, plus reim-
bursable services. These plans are nec-
essary in order to go out to bid.

The bid documents are important
so the board can meet the deadline of
January 20, 2009 to be eligible for a
40% reimbursement from the first
Regular Operating District Grant al-
lowed under the Educational Facili-
ties Construction and Financing Act.

Business Administrator Richard
Guarini warned the board not to go
out to bid for the work itself, or it would

compromise the district's ability to
receive the reimbursement. The esti-
mated cost for the eight units on the
high school rooftop is $2.2M.

In addition, the board is also ap-
plying for the 40% grant from the
same source to enable tiie district to
install double pane windows at all el-
ementary schools, except Roosevelt,
and the middle school. Guarini esti-
mated that cost at $5.2M.

Plans will also be drawn up as part
of the application to upgrade the dis-
trict elementary schools, middle
school and high school with HVAC
systems, temperature control and elec-
tric service projects. Guarini estimated

' this cost to be $10.7M.

1st time
homebuyer?

Visit www.MikePfeifer.com
•

Tew Year's Eve Catem
Open New Year's Eve ti l 400 pm

FREE DELIVERY
Assorted Sandwich Trays • Homemade Salads
Sloppy Joe Platters • Full line of "Hot" Trays
3 to 6 f t . Giant Heros • Cookie <& Pastry Trays

"Quality Food For The Everyday Hero" I

HOMETOWN HEROSI
sWWff^ 340 Hamilton Blvd.

(908) 755-HERO (4376)

Make Your
New Year's Eve

Reservations Early
Seatings 4:00, 6:30 & 8:30

Special Menu 9

2243 Hamilton Blvd. •South Plainfield•908-755-8520
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Checkers the Penguin Visits Sacred Heart

! & •I 'fesP^lt
Carla Demarest holding Checkers with Student Council President Stephanie
Kearney, Rose Bach and Vice President Colleen Faede.

Carla Demarest, a staff member at
Jenkinson's Aquarium, visited Sacred
Heart School on December 17 to talk
about penguins. However, the guest
she brought with her was the real star
of the visit. Checkers, a 17 year-old
female African Penguin, was the cen-
ter of attention by all.

Students and teachers, all wearing
penguin t-shirts designed by eighth
grader Rose Bach, were an attentive
audience for Demarest as she held a
question and answer session on pen-
guins, after which she brought out
Checkers to greet the students. Check-
ers was a little shy in front of the large
crowd, but the students got a chance
closeup to watch her waddle around,

clean her feathers and flap her wings
before the visit ended.

Earlier this year Sacred Heart stu-
dents adopted a penguin named Sabo
at the aquarium and were hoping he
would also be visiting, but according
to Demarest, he stills need work on
his "people behavior" before being al-
lowed to visit the school.

Jenkinson's Aquarium, a privately
owned facility located on the board-
walk at Point Pleasant Beach, opened
in 1991. The aquarium is dedicated
to educating the public on all aspects
of marine life and conservation. Each
exhibit is designed to promote aware-
ness of die animals, their habitats and
conservation.

They exhibit Adantic sharks, Pacific
sharks, coral reefs, penguins, alligators
and seals and give the public the op-
portunity to get up dose to animals
from around the globe.

Another attraction, the touch tank,
allows visitors to touch live animals
ranging from a sea star to a juvenile
shark.

In addition to the educational ex-
hibits, die aquarium offers workshops
for children of all ages, as well as pro-
fessional development workshops for
teachers and group tours for schools
and scout groups.

For those who wish to volunteer
their time, they have an extensive vol-
unteer program for those over the age
of sixteen. The aquarium staff, includ-
ing volunteers, participate in many
community programs including
Adopt-a-Highway and N.J. Commu-
nity Water Watch.

Jenkinson's Aquarium is accredited
by the Association of Zoos and
Aquariums (AZA). AZA is America's
leading accrediting organization for
zoos and aquariums, and accredits
only those institutions that have
achieved rigorous, professional stan-
dards for animal welfare and manage-
ment, veterinary care, wildlife conser-
vation and research, education, safety,
staffing, and more.

For information on the aquarium,
educational workshops or outreach
program, call (732) 899-1212.
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Juniorettes donated gifts for teens at Foster and Adoptive Family Services.

Juniorettes Grant Christmas Wishes
On December 7 the South Plain-

field Juniorettes gave teen girls in New
Jersey a Christmas to remember. Fos-
ter and Adoptive Family Services hold
a holiday party each year and the goal
of the celebration is not only to spread
good cheer, but also to have a gift for
every child. Teen girls are often over-
looked, but the South Plainfield
Juniorettes always purchase gifts for
them. Profits from the sale of Lucinda

pins allowed the Juniorettes to pro-
vide a truly joyous Christmas.

The Juniorettes are also coordinat-
ing a book drive through the high
school, middle school, Kennedy, Riley,
Roosevelt and Franklin schools. Stu-
dents may drop off books in the main
office until January 30. Any and all
books will be accepted.

Submitted by Lindsay Barton

Private Tutoring
Retired Principal

(in your home)
Elem./Middle

ADD & ADHD Focusing
JackMwideLMA.

Tel:732*549-1959^
Cell: 908-405-4570

(908)
755-5300

Ext. 302
****^***?- fclsi (908)

Moretti Realty 578-1166
Experience Isn't Expensive,

It's Priceless.

THE LACERDA TEAM
Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda

Sue Espin, Michele Leavy

www.Laceroaieam.com The Lacenla Team at
Century 21 Moretti Realty

1225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 South Plainfkld's Premier Real Estate Team
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Coming Up
Christmas Luncheon
Canceled due to inclement
weather to be rescheduled .

MONDAYS
Silver Sneakers 8:30 am
Crocheting 9:30 am
Yoga 10:30 am
Art Class 11:30 am

TUESDAYS
Bingo 10am-2 pm
Ladies Group 10 am

Dally Activities: Morning coffee,
pool, cards, board games, crafts.

WEDNESDAYS
Aerobics : 8:30 am
Computer 10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Tai Chi 2 pm

THURSDAYS
Closed New Years January 1
Pathmark 9 am
Computer 10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Exercise Class 1:15 pm

FRIDAYS
Closed December 26-27
Bingo 10 am-2 pm

Lunch Served Monday-Friday.

908-754-1047
Center open daily 9 am - 12:30 p.m., Saturdays 9 am - 12:30 p.m.

Closed Sundays

"Striking 12" at EVP
Through December 31

Edison Wley Playhouse, 2196 Oak
Tree Rd. in Edison, presents the New
Jersey premiere production of the new
holiday musical, "Striking 12" on Fri-
day and Saturday, Dec. 26, 27 and
New Year's Eve, Wednesday, Dec. 31
(includes a special New Year's Eve
party; call for details.) Great for all
ages and even better as a pre-New
Year's Eve party primer event! Tick-
ets: $20 adults; $15 students/seniors;
dinner package available.

For tickets, call (908) 755-4654
or visit www.evplayhouse.com to or-
der online. Visa/MC accepted.

Sacred Heart New
Year's Eve Gala
December 31

Sacred Heart Church will hold a
New Year's Eve celebration in the
school cafeteria on Wednesday, Dec.
31 from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Cost is $40
and includes a hot buffet, setups, des-
sert, coffee, champagne, party hats,
noise makers and streamers. Bring
your choice of beverage (BYOB). DJ
music for dancing by The Filos. Big
band and Broadway tunes will be pre-

27 Convenient Locations

Extended Lobby Hours
...... : . . . ....

Contact: Darlene Pinto
908.561.9160 • 4900 Hadley Center Drive

So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

ands
Community Bank

CommunityPeople... LocalDecisions

skylandscombank.com

formed live by Allan Castro. Cham-
pagne toast at midnight. Maximum
seating at tables is 10. Reserve early.

For tickets, call Virginia at (908)
562-1550 or Lisa at (908)756-
0633, ext. 10.

2009 Borough
Reorganization Meeting
Janaury 2

The Borough Council Reorgani-
zation meeting will be held on Satur-
day, Jan. 2 at noon in Borough Hall.

Second Annual
Festival of Cultures

January 19 ' ' : ; • •

' The second annual Festival of Cul-
tures, a celebration of dance, music
and food presented by The South
Plainfield Coalition of Cultural Di-
versity, will be held at Riley Elemen-
tary School auditorium on Monday,
Jan. 19 from 5 to 8 p.m. Cultural
dances, culminated by a touching trib-
ute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Eth-
nic food will be served throughout
the program. All are invited to attend.

For more information contact
Coalition President Nehemiah Th-
ompson at (908) 251-3992 or Vice
President Chris Sienkielewski at (908)
561:8057.

Boy Scout Troop 125
Monster Truck Show

January 31

Boy Scout Troop 125 is sponsor-
ing a trip to the Monster Truck Show
at Izod Center on Saturday, Jan. 31.
There will be a pit party on the arena
floor from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. before
the 2 p.m. show. Pit party pass is $5

and available to guests with 2 p.m.
show tickets (one pass per show ticket).
Children under two do not require a
pass if accompanied by an adult with
ticket and pit pass. Pit party pass al-
lows guests to walk the track, meet
competitors and get photos with the
monster trucks. Seating will be as-
signed once tickets are purchased. Tick-
ets: $25-adults; $14.50-children un-
der 12; $5-pit party passes (while sup-
plies last). Price does not include park-
ing or transportation.

Checks should be made out to Boy
Scout Troop 125. Mail to Marie
Markey 201 Lane Ave., South Plain-
field, NJ . 07080. Paypal is also avail-
able; add $2 to each ticket price to
cover fees. Paypal address is Marie
markey@comcast.net or drop off or-
ders on Monday nights at the VFW
on Front Street from 7:30-9 p.m.

Out of Town

"Video Games Live"
at the NJPAC
December 27

"Video Games Live" will be pre-
sented at New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) on Saturday, Dec.
27 at 2 and 8 p.m. An entertaining
new way to celebrate the holidays-fea-
turing a symphonic celebration of clas-
sic video game scores-and interactive
audience participation. This show
combines the power and excitement
of a rock concert with the energy and
emotion of a symphony orchestra-
spiked with the cutting-edge visuals,
technology, interactivity and immer^
sive fun that only video games can pro-
vide.

For tickets visit www.njpac.org or
call 1-888 GO-NJPAC.

AALL Stamps and
Collectibles Open House
December 27 & 28

AALL Stamps and Collectibles, of
38 North Main St. in Milltown, will
hold an open house on Saturday, Dec.
27 and Sunday, Dec. 28 from 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. A huge selection of collec-
tors' supplies and accessories, as well
as numerous lots and collections at
special sale prices will also be avail-
able.

Further information can be ob-
tained by calling (732) 247-1093.

New Year's Eve Party
December 31

Singer Hall, 220 Somerset St. in
North Plainfield, is holding a New Year's
Eve party on Wednesday, Dec. 31 be-
ginning at 9 p.m. Nora and Raegner
Moen will provide the music. Cold

Your News is Good News to Us.
ENCOURACE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO SEND US
THEIR UPCOMIN6 EVENTS. Make your event more suc-
cessful by publicizing it in AROUND TOWN.

SENP US YOUR MILESTONES, Share your good news
with the community, i.e. promotions, births, engagements,
weddings, anniversaries, graduations. Include photos if you
like.

IS THERE SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO MAKES A DIFFER-
ENCE IN SOUTH PLAINFIELD? Let us know.

USE THE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING TOOL. In-
troduce your business to the community. Promote your spe-
cials. Residents would rather patronize local businesses than
travel out of town. It is more convenient and it's good for the
local economy.

SUGGEST A BUSINESS FOR US TO SPOTLIGHT.
If you've had great service in South Plainfield, share it with
your neighbors through the newspaper.

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
to allow readers to discuss and react to issues.

SEND OS YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an event, take a
photo, write a caption identifying the event and people and
send it to us. The best photos record action and don't in-
clude so many people that it's impossible to identify anyone.
Please don't send us photocopies or laser prints. They don't
reproduce well. Digital photos should be 150 dpi or higher.

HOW TO CONTACT US. 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite IB,
South Plainfield, Ml 07080; phone: 908-668-0010; fax: 908-
668-8819 or email: spobserver@comcast.net.

SUBSCRIBE. It's $29.95 (in town) for one year!! Call us
or subscribe through the web at spobserver.com

908-668-0010
fax 908-668-8819

Observer ema*
spobserver@comcast.net

buffet, hats, noisemakers and a com-
plimentary drink to toast in the new
year will be provided. Tickets are $25.

Make your reservation by calling
Joan at (908) 647-0819 or Victor at
(908) 276-8572.

Adopt a Pet
January 3 & 4

People for Animals, a nonprofit
animal welfare organization serving
New Jersey, will sponsor pet adop-
tion events on Saturday and Sunday,
Jan. 3 and 4 from 11 a.m. until 3
p.m. at the Petsmart store in Bridge-
water's Promenade Mall, intersection
of Route 28 and Route 287.

For low cost spay/neuter informa-
tion, call the People for Animals Clinic
at (973) 282-0890.

Elderly Care Support
Group Meeting
January 5

A support group for those caring
for elderly or chronically ill loved ones
meets on Monday, Jan. 5 at 8 p.m. in
the parish center of St. Helen's Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
These are information and sharing ses-
sions.

For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.

Collegiate Fair at
Rutgers University

January 7

New Jersey's largest collegiate ca-
reer fair, sponsored by the Office of
Career Services at Rutgers University,
will take place at the Rutgers Student
Center and Brower Commons on
College Avenue from 9:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan. 7. The
event is free and open to the public.
Free shuttle buses will transport can-
didates to and from the Louis Brown
Athletic Center on Rutgers' Living-
ston Campus in Piscataway between
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Parking is not avail-
able on the College Avenue Campus.

For more information, directions,
parking instructions, resume submit-
tal, job hunting tips and a roster of
participating employers, visit http://
careerservices.rutgers.edu:

Real Estate
Questions?

Visit www.MikePfeifer.com

Planning Board
Considers
Applications
By Libby Barsky

Architect Jerry Rubino from Di-
Cara Rubino Architects of Wayne, rep-
resenting the Board of Education, ap-
peared before the Planning Board re-
cently to explain the replacement of
an existing switchgear at the South
Plainfield High School. The electrical
switchgear controls all electric activity
in the building, including the lights and
power for computers, explained Rubi-
no. The current switchgear was en-
dosed in a 9 x 14 ft. electrical room
when the high school was built in 1974.

In order to contain the new switch-
gear, the dimensions of the room will
be expanded to a 16 x 9 ft. room.
Building a replacement electric room
is expected to take place in September
2009, Rubino added.

The cost for die new switchgear and
its installation is set at $600,000, with
40% or $240,000 of the amount to
be covered by a state grant and the
remaining $360,000 by the board.

In other business, the planning
board unanimously approved the ap-
plication of William Wilkins to sub-
divide a 100 x 154 ft. lot containing a
fire damaged a 2Vi story home at 121
West Golf Ave. Wilkins plans to de-
molish the existing home and build
two single family homes, each with a
garage and driveway wide enough to
park two cars. The borough requires
a residential lot to have a frontage of
100 ft., but when the surrounding
homes were built on West Golf Ave-
nue, 14 out of 16 were on 50 ft. lots.
The applicant argued that die two new
homes met all requirements for rear, side
and back setbacks and the 50 ft- front-
age would be consistent.with-theneigh-
borhopcL, and would upgrade it.

The board granted permission to
GBRMiddlesexLLC (Middlesex Mall)
4971 Steltoii Rd. to bring in a Drug
Fair in the space once held by Block-
buster Video and Radio Shack. The
board also agreed to the installation
of a drive through window in the back
to service customers picking up pre-
scriptions to be competitive with
CVS and Rite Aid stores.

NAPA Auto Care Center
Tire Center • Tune-Ups • Brakes •
Exhaust • Mufflers • Oil Changes

Alignment • A/C Repairs & Recharging

OPEN«DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield

what's
^happening
South Plainfield

Visit the borough's official web site at

I

southplainfieldnj.com
Mayor & Council • Borough Officials and Agencies • Meeting
Dates • Police-Fire-Rescue Squad • Recreation • Senior Center •
South Plainfield Business Association Listing • Community Bulle-
tin Board • Yard & Garage Sales, Classifieds, Messages

ADVERTI5E YOUR BUSINESS ON QUR WEB PACE
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Middle school students were asked to contribute 25 cents during lunch
period on December 12 for "Quarters & Dollars for Darf ur." The school
raised $275 which will be used to purchase much needed stoves through
the high school chapter of Help Darfur Now. Principal Steve Novak said,
"I am very proud of our students. They learned about genocide and the
Holocaust and giving to others."

SCHOOL BOARD Notes
Students from Roosevelt Elemen-

tary School presented a reading and
musical presentation at the Decem-
ber 17 Board of Education meeting.

The board recognized the following
teams: varsity boys soccer-GMC Blue
Division champions, cross country-
GMC White Division champions, var-
sity gymnastics, volleyball, soccer and
field hockey co-champions and Allyson
Peterek-statewide winner of the New
Jersey Association of School Libraries.

The Board of Education approved
the following: revised curricula for the
2008/2009 school year; second read-
ing of Reg. 2460.7-special education-
free and appropriate public education;
Reg. R-R-2460.8-transition from
early intervention programs to pre-
school programs; Reg. R2460-special
education-maintenance access to and
confidentiality of pupil records; R£g.
R2460.14-special eduction-in-service
training; Reg. 3432-sick leave; Reg.
4240-employee training; regulation
No. 8630-emergency school bus pro-
cedures; revised policy 2340-field trips
and the first reading of Reg. R4281-
inappropriate staff conduct.

• High school business education
teacher Maria Nesgood will retire ef-
fective February 1, 2009.

• Resigning are middle school spe-
cial education teacher Arleen Seamon
effective February 6, 2009 and ac-
counts receivable clerk Mary Jo Walsh
effective January 1, 2009.

• The board appointed the follow-
ing: Desiree Sparone as Franklin School
contractual elementary; Laura Orlando

Need an Instant
Home Evaluation?
Visit www.MikePfeifer.com

as Roosevelt school special education
long term substitute, middle school
winter coach Mike Battista as weight
room dub supervisor, Mariela Hidalgo
as Roosevelt School ESL, Danielle
D'Ambrosio to prepare the NJ ASK in
Language Arts Literacy and Mathemat-
ics at Roosevelt School; Jessica Crincoli
as middle school social studies long term
substitute and Shannon Lorenzo as
adult high school ESL teacher;

• The board voted to join the Edu-
cational Risk Insurance Consortium-
North.

• A contract with Sport Safe Test-
ing Service was approved.

• The board accepted a proposal
from DiCara/Rubino Architects to
provide architectural/engineering de-
sign services for the replacement of
eight large rooftop air conditioning
units servicing classrooms in the high
school.

• The board voted to: apply for
the first Regular Operating District
Grant for replacement of eight large
rooftop air conditioning units servic-
ing classrooms in the high school; to
apply for the first Regular Operating
District Grant for windows, HVAC
systems, temperature control and elec-
tric service projects at Franklin Elemen-
tary, Grant Elementary, Kennedy,
Riley, middle school and high school
(excluding windows) and to declare
as surplus, maintenance vehicles.

Congratulations to the directors
and students of the high school, middle
school and Grant School winter mu-
sic concerts. An excellent job to all
those involved.

Thank you to the PTO Yankee
Candle Fundraiser coordinator Eileen
Brady for all her extensive program-
ming efforts. Congratulations to An-
thony Cotoia on his induction into
the NJSIAA Hall of Fame.

Sessions as low as $ 3 0 . 0 0
personal training for women

THE ONE STEP BODY PROGRAM One Step Body
sculpts the mind, body, and spirit focusing on nutrition,
strength building, core training, cardio, personal training &
education. Each client receives a tailored program designed
to help them achieve their fitness and nu , his is

not just a physical reconstruction, but e • »mind.

Jill Pavel
30 Soutk Plainfield Ave,
Phone: (732) 423-7727

E-Mail: jill@onestepbodij.com

www. onestepbody. com

One step,., Oneco'

ASK ABOUT

M l GREAT
OTHER SERVICES
• Bridal Bootcamp

•Nvitrits

•Hijpnc

* Resistance 11a *i <
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Fourth Annual
Celebrate NJ
Writing Contest

Fourth grade "journalists" from lo-
cal schools will match their writing
skills against thousands of other New
Jersey students in a statewide Web-
quest challenge. Before February 27,
students must choose a topic, con-
duct research, and write an article that
informs, entertains and inspires other
fourth grade students about the Gar-
den State.

Celebrate NJ, a non-profit organi-
zation located in Freehold, whose mis-
sion is to promote and preserve the best
of New Jersey, hopes students will also
develop an increased appreciation for
what makes New Jersey a great home
state. The organization has recently an-
nounced its largest class of over 10,000
fourth grade students enrolled in this
year's interactive online program.

Students from Franklin Elementary
School and Kennedy Elementary
School will be participating.

"Students learn about New Jersey
in fourth grade, and literacy skills are a
key component of state tests, so this
online writing program is a natural fit,"
said Karen Hatcher, executive director.

Each student who writes and sub-
mits an article as part of the statewide
writing contest will earn a compli-
mentary baseball ticket to the Somer-
set Patriots on June 2 and participate
in a special pre-game parade for stu-
dents. A-Celebrate NJ! Awards Event
is being planned to recognize local
students whose articles are selected as
"The Best of the Best" from the thou-
sands submitted. Judging will be com-
pleted by March 15, 2009.

Celebrate NJ! will also produce an
online newspaper showcasing the stu-
dents' writing, available on their Web
site, www.CelebrateNJ.org. To regis-
ter, teachers may contact Karen Hatcher
at (732) 333-0452 before January 5.

• •

Kennedy School staff stuffing stockings for children.

Kennedy Stuffing Stockings
This holiday season the children of

the Oakwood Plaza Apartments in
Elizabeth had stockings filled with
candy, books, toys, mittens, gloves,
and socks, thanks to the generosity of
the John E Kennedy School staff. The
entire staff contributed items and
money, and met after school to fill
175 stockings for the children, rang-
ing from infants to teens.

Ann Witkowski, who donates her
time and effort all year long to the
New York City Relief, which services
the low income community in Eliza-
beth with food, clothing and various

ject and delivered the stockings and
gifts in December.

John F. Kennedy Student Council
sponsored a holiday drive to benefit
soldiers in Iraq. Through the gener-
osity of the students and faculty they
were able to fill 60 boxes to brighten
the soldiers' holidays. The donations
were packaged and sent to Dr. Frank
Light, an anesthesiologist and a vol-
unteer for Healing the Children, who
organized this worthy cause.

We hope these boxes of gratitude
and good wishes will lift the spirits of
the servicemen and women.

MATTES
A Source for Medical/Dental/ Wellness Professionals

A^/qnced Chiropractic
Wellness Center

904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite O, South Plainfield

(908) 561-1777 Fax: 908-561-9711
Neck pain, back pain, headaches, numbness,
tingling, weakness & pain in arms and legs
Fibromyalgia • Sciatica • Personal Injury
Bulging and herniated discs _p, -.,
16 years experience
Convenient hours Mon.-Sat.
Walk-ins Welcome ill
Most major medical insurance & Medicare accepted

mm
1st Time Customers receive $5 off
on a Lube, Oil, and Filter Service
or $20 off any service over $100

With daily news reports predicting
tough financial times ahead, is this

the right time to lock into a
multi-year car loan?

For a fraction of the sales tax on a
new or used vehicle, most cars can

be restored to new car
performance and reliability.

Let us check your car and show you your options FREE

•WSSSt
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il Champions - SP Eagles Pee Wee Cheerlei
First Place in PW Small Novice Division

2008 National Championship Photo-Eagles Pee Wee cheerleaders and coaches-Top Row: Coach Kelly Addario, Yesenia Montalvo, Alyssa Capone, Taylor Brinks, Lauren Dicellis, Head Coach
Melissa Smith. Second Row: Chelsea Housel, Ashley Franchak, Taylor Maistickle, Katie Addario, Shayna Hodge, Coach Amy Fonti. Third Row: Coach Doreen Massaro, Jamie Donato, Diana
Pender, Jennifer Teece, Wiktoria Blazejowicz, Brittany Delia Salla. Fourth Row: Brooke Barry, Emily Smith, Kara Podlovits, Lauren Zekas, Zoe Falcone, Alexis Cavaliere.

••J r\N isney's Wide World of Sports,
I jLake Buena Vista, Fla.-On a
I I balmy Tuesday in December,

J \Jy in one of the most magical
places in the world, 20 girls made
magic of their own. South Plainfield's
very own Eagle cheerleaders have put
themselves forever in the Pop Warner
history books. After overcoming
strong competition from 19 of the best
teams in the nation, this group of 20
young athletes was crowned National
Champions, taking first place in the
Pee Wee Small Novice Division.

After rising from their hotel beds
before dawn, the girls opened up the
second day of Pop Warner's National
Cheer competition with a bang, setting
a standard that would not be beaten.
Their performance was amazing,
one-legged liberties, pyramids and
tumbling runs performed in perfect
unison. They were confident, they
dominated, and the judges clearly
took notice.

Four hours later, as they waited
on the floor of Disney's Milk House
Stadium to hear the results of the
competition, jittery nerves overtook
them. Assistant Coach Kelly Addario
was waiting with the team to hear the
results. "It was almost agonizing as the
announcer called through the places,"
said Addario. "It was like, 'fifth place,
not us; fourth place, notus. Could this
be happening? Are we really in the top
three? Third place, not us... second
place. Okay, maybe we're in second
place. Wait, Millstone Eagles are in
second? Could this be happening. Are
we really in first place?"

"I still can't believe I heard the
announcer say, '2008 National Cham-

pionship trophy goes to... South
Plainfield Eagles' ", said Chelsea
Housel, a 12 year-old on the squad.
"We all started jumping and screaming
and hugging; it was unbelievable! We
worked hard all season for this, but it
was worth it!" Head Coach Melissa
Smith was also amazed. "This has
been such an incredible year. I knew
these girls had the potential to win,
but you can never take your competi-
tion for granted. There were a lot of
talented squads out there, but our
girls dcEvered one of their best per-
formances ever."

Jackie Dickerson, cheer commis-

sioner for the Eagles, was at Disney's
Wide World of Sports with the other
100 or so parents, family members,
and friends who attended to cheer the
squad on. "This being my first year
as commissioner, it was an amazing
feeling to actually be a part of that
moment," said Dickerson. "When I
watched them, it was as if Tinker Bell
was sprinkling fairy dust on those girls
as they performed. They truly sparkled
out there. I would like to thank the
parents and family members who
supported them and made sure they
were able to follow their dreams. I
am honored to be a South Plainfield

Eagle."
Kelly Dunn, president of the South

Plainfield Eagles Football and Cheer
organization, was also impressed.
"When you consider that there are over
5,000 cheer and dance squads in the
nation, its amazing to think our group
of fifth and sixth grade girls came out
on top-they are the best in the nation.
I am so proud of these girls and their
coaches!" ; -

Pop Warner National Champion-
ships brings teams from the eight Pop
Warner regions across the country
to Disney World each December.
Football teams, as well as cheer and

The squad performs a pyramid with two full lifts.

dance squads, compete for the title
of National Champion. 2008 was the
first time South Plainfield has been
represented at the National Champ-
ionships.

This squad of cheerleaders has been
well tested this year. In order to make
it this far, the squad placed first in the
Mountain Valley Conference competi-
tion, then placed first at the Regional
Qualifier. They then placed second
at the fiercely competitive Eastern
Region competition, earning them
the right to compete at the Nation-
als. At many of these competitions
they beat out teams who had made
it to the, Nationals in prior years.

Many people said this day would
never come, that South Plainfield
would never send a squad to the Na-
tionals, let alone win there. But the
girls and their coaches always believed
it was possible. Assistant Coach Amy
Fonti remembers the journey that
brought them here. "Our goal at the
end of last year was simply to get to
Nationals. But as the girls progressed
through the season, our goal changed
from going to Nationals to being
national champions; their hard work
and determination made it happen."
Assistant Coach Doreen Masarro
•added, "What a year it has been. I
am so very proud of each and every
girl. Each one of those 20 girls was a
critical component of that team. This
dream is one I will never forget."

The competition in Florida was not
without its challenges. One of the girls,
Taylor Maistickle, fractured a finger 10
days before the competition, so was
not able to do any tumbling or stunt-
ing in the critical practices leading up
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The girls are airborne doing split-jumps

Kara Podlovitz (center), flanked by Shayna Hodge and Brooke Barry, chant "best in thenation."

"I still can't believe I heard the
announcer say, '2008 National
Championship trophy goes to...
South Plainfield Eagles.'"

-Chelsea Housel, Eagles Pee Wee Cheerleader

From left to rrght, fliers Jenny Teece, Kara Podlovitz and Emily Smith
- perform one-legged liberties.

Thoug, from the National Champions...
...,-.••.

to the competition. Taylor re-broke her
finger during the actual competition,
but you wouldn't have known it from
her, and the entire squad's, impressive
performance. Several other girls were
suffering from stomach viruses in the
days leading up to the competition.
There was also all the distractions that
Disney World has to offer. But this
amazing squad of 11 and 12 year-bids
was able to put all these distractions
aside, focus and perform flawlessly.

-Despite the challenges and months
of hard work, the girls and their
families had a great time in Florida.
Pop Warner threw a private party
at Disney's Hollywood Studios on
December 10. And plenty of fun was
had at the other Disney parks, not
to mention the hotel pool and ar-

cade room, both before
and after the competition. i l l

Disney World was fully deco- Ijj
rated in its holiday best. Every inch
seemed to be lit up with lights and
greenery In all, the setting was a bit
surreal, but the trophy and medals
that came home with these 20 girls
from South Plainfield proves it all
happened. These girls are
true champions, many of
them having dreamed of
this moment since they first
started cheerleading in kinder- 1
garten. They remind us that dreams
do come true-and that when you put
hard work, dedication and talent all
together, that magic can happen.
Go Eagles!

-Submitted by Terry Housel

"We worked so
m hard from the
I beginning to the
[ end and we believed

that we can make it
this far. We all really
love each other and
we're like family!!
We will never forget
2008!"

-Wiktoria Blazejowicz

"Going to Nationals was a
great experience! It felt so
good to win 1st Place! Our
trip was amazing! This has
been such a magical time
for us! Wow!"

- Jamie Donato

"The most memorable moment was
when they called South Plainfield
Eagles as national champs... and
getting our gold medals and coming
off the bus and watching our
parents cheer for joy!"

- Alexis Cavaliere

"Winning the National Championship
in Disney was so exciting! I am
very proud of my team and coaches.
We couldn't have done it without
each other and all our hard work."

-Zoe Falcone

7 dreamed of going to
• Nationals ever since I knew

it existed, and I couldn't have
asked for anything more from my

coaches or team. Going to Nationals
was a dream come true!"

-Chelsea Housel

I'm so glad we made it
this far, and that all of us
reached our goal for this
year."

- Emily Smith

"When I was finished
performing our routine, I
was sure we won first place!"

-Kara Podlovits

7 was proud to represent
my town and excited our
team took home the title."

'••'•-, Shayna Hodge

• . :

The squad in perfect formation. The entire squad in their closing formation.
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Democrats Launch Web Site to Deliver News to the Public
Hie public can now sign up on the

Assembly Majority Office Web site-
www, assemblydems.com-to receive
E-mail alerts detailing Assembly
Democratic news.

The E-mail alerts will be sent at 6
a.m. daily, allowing the public to get
Assembly Democratic news updates
on whatever topics they select.

Those who click on the "sign up
for E-mail alerts" link on the Web site
will be able to choose to receive news
updates from among 22 separate ar-
eas. Or, people can sign up to select all
news released by the Assembly Demo-
cratic office.

They can directly visit http ://www.
assemblydems. com/Subscription/

SubscriptionSignln.asp to sign up.
The E-mail alerts come after the

Assembly Majority Office began issu-
ing multimedia news releases earlier
this year.

The Assembly Democratic video
releases can be viewed at the Web site
or at www.youtube.com/user/njas
semblydems.
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Jean F. Sapini,Jr. Wins Punt Pass &
Kick Contest at Giants Stadium

Nine year-old Jean E Sapini, Jr.
entered the Pepsi Punt Pass & Kick
(PP&K) contest earlier this fall in
South Plainfield. He placed first for
the 8/9 year-old boys with a score of
164.

Jean, Malik Cisson and others ad-
vanced to compete regionally at the
Rutgers bubble. With many more
boys to compete against, Jean won
first place with a score of 217 feet
total. This advanced him to compete
at Giants Stadium on November 16.
He also received three tickets to the
Giants/Ravens game.

Jean "the machine's" parents, Jean
and Monica Sapini, as well as all of
the South Plainfield Eagles staff,
parents and players are proud to say
that Jean also received the first place
plaque for the Pepsi PP&K 8/9 year-
old boys with a score of 218.9 ft.
total.

Winning first place on the Giants
Stadium field was awesome. Jean and
his new friends at the competition
were able to watch the Giants warm

Jean F. Sapini, Jr.

up. They got "high fives" from many
of the players during their practice.

Jean is ranked # 9 out of 32 NFL
teams. The results can be found on
the Web site www.nflyouthfoot
ball.com under "PPK competitions
2008."

We are all so proud of Jean!

SHPS Bowling By Ralph Fech

Tigers Fall to Sayreville and Perth Amboy,
Squeeze by South River...Dandoh 277 Game

SPHS
Sayreville

868-884-705-2457
977-908-893-2778

The boys bowling team rolled its high series of live season as they faced state
champion and tournament of champions winner, Sayreville. The Tigers bowled
well in the first two games, losing the second game by a scant margin of 24
pins. The Bombers, however, went on to victory.

Mike Dandola fired games of 237-198 enroute to a big set. Freshman
Andrew Yon stroked a 214 game; Tim Moskal a 190 while Frank Dias and
Nick Kukuch shot 166 and 162 respectively.

SPHS
Perth Amboy

751-797-785-2333
871-998-832-2701

Despite Tim Moskal's 191 game and Mike Dandola's 217-212-193 and
622 high set, the team dropped a 4-0 decision to a vastly improved Perth
Amboy team. It was Perth Atnboy's first win ever over the boys thus ending a
34-year losing streak. Congratulations Panthers.

SPHS
South River

830-804-732-2366
813-759-729-2301

The team surprised South River sweeping all three games in a 4-0 shutout.
Mike Dandola fired 10 of 12 strikes in rolling a booming 277 game enroute
to a 665 high set. Fellow senior Tim Moskal added 194 while the rest of the
Tigers held their own down the stretch.

Lady Tigers Continue Streak, Tie Sayreville,
PoundPerthAmboy, Nip South River

SPHS
Sayreville

757-771-727-2255
681-810-735-2226

The girls bowling team jumped out to a 76-pin lead after the first game, but
had to withstand a powerful surge by the Sayreville Bombers. As the Tigers held
on for a 2-2 tie match, Jackie Kukuch took scoring honors firing games of
178-181 for 515 high set. Lyndsey Murtagh rolled a high game of 191, while
teammates Gina Curcio 165-162 and Katie Salvatore 163 chipped in for the
Tigers.

SPHS
Perth Amboy

790-763-787-2340
600-693-547-1840

The team raised its record to 4-2-1 as they cruised to an easy victory over the
panthers. Lyndsey Murtagh paced the Tigers with a 201 game and solid 534
set. Gina Curcio added 196-187 for a 521 while Jackie Kukuch fired the high
game of 212 as the Tigers win streak stood at four.

SPHS
South River

623-768-613-2014
614-650-634-1898

A short-handed team had just enough fire power to extend its winning streak
and dehorn the Rams of South River by the score of 3-1.

Lyndsey Murtagh led all scorers with a 214 high game and 492 set. Team-
mates Jackie Kukuch 467 and Nikki Disch 454 also posted solid sets. The win
was not possible if it were not for the efforts of Stephanie Dicindio and
Heather Thomas.

To Ryan and Kelly: Merry Christmas to you and your family. We miss you.
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Obituaries

George "Taxi"
Pomovetz

George "Taxi"
Pornovetz, 81

George "Taxi" Pornovetz, beloved
husband, dear father, grandfather and
great-grandfather, died peacefully at
home sur-
rounded by his
loving family
on Wednes-
day, Dec. 17.

A lifelong
resident of the
borough of j
South Plain-
field, Taxi
worked for the
former Cornell Dublier, United States
Gypsum Co. and Kentile Floors, all
located in South Plainfield.

He served in the U.S. Army during
WWII and was a member of the South
Plainfield VFW Post #6763.

Taxi, a well-known and well-liked
man, had a gentle soul and was always
wearing a smile. He enjoyed playing golf
and walking around Spring Lake Park.

He was predeceased by a daughter,
Melinda Pornovetz, who died in 2003,
a sister and five brothers.

Surviving is his beloved wife of 59
years, Georgia (Clearwater); his ador-
ing children, Debra Schroeder and
husband Alfie of South Plainfield,
Diane Pornovetz and Eugene Coop-
er of Pt. Pleasant, Donna Wilson and
husband Bill also of Pt. Pleasant, Geor-
gia Fenimore and husband Chris of
Hillsborough and George Pornovetz
and wife Chris of Port Orange, Fla.; a
sister, Ann Deering of Jamesburg; two
brothers, James and Charles, both of
South Plainfield and eight adoring
grandchildren, StephanieMaher, Afyssa
Marin,' Brian'and Kyle Wilson, Janelle,
Chelsea and Nicholas Pornvetz and Jes-
sica Fenimore. Also surviving are three
loving great-granddaughters, Isabelle
and Mya Marin and Ava Maher.

Funerals services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafeon Home For Funerals.

Nicholas S.
Morris Jr., 84

Nicholas S. Morris Jr. died peace-
fully on Tuesday, Dec. 16 at home.

Born and raised in the Bronx, Nick
resided in South Plainfield since 1951.

He worked as an iron worker for
the former Savory & Glassier Fabrica-
tions in Middlesex for several years. Prior
to Savory & Glassier, Mr. Morris
worked for Mack Trucks in Plainfield.

Nick served a total of six years with
the U.S. Army and the U.S. Air Force.
A WWII veteran, Mr. Morris received
the Purple Heart and other Air Force
medals for his service.

He was predeceased by his wife, Nelly,
who died in 1997; a sister, Olga Strauss,
and by a brother, Serge Morris.

Surviving is a daughter, Kathryn
Morris-Trainor and husband Terrence
of Montreal, Canada; two sons, Nicho-
las S. m and wife Denise of Agoura,
Calif, and Terrance and wife Barbara of
South Plainfield; a sister, Sonia Dalton
of Florida; six grandchildren, Terrance,
Natasha, Nicholas and Jennifer Mor-
ris, Robert Trainor and Sarita Trainor-
Browne and three great-grandchildren,
Colin, Logan and Olivia.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Sam Getz
Sam Getz, a very special husband,

father, papa, uncle and friend, passed
away on Sunday, Dec. 14. He will
always be remembered for his gentle
and caring personality, his intelligence
and beautiful self-taught artistry.

He was predeceased by his cherished
daughter, Laurie, who died in 2006.

He is survived by his wife, Florence;
a daughter, Randy; two sons-in-law,
David and Muhammad-Ihsan; seven
grandchildren; six great-grandchildren.

A reflection of life memorial ser-
vice was held at The South Plainfield
James W Conroy Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions can be made in Sam's name
to Princeton Hospice, 208 Bunn Dr.,
Princeton, N.J. 08540 or to The
Alzheimer's Association, Greater New
Jersey Chapter, 400 Morris Ave., Suite
251, Denville, N.J. 07834.

Harry W. Biles, 73
Harry W Biles died on Friday, Dec.

19 at JFK Medical Center in Edison.
Born in Elizabeth, Harry lived in

Milburn, but spent most of his life in
South Plainfield.

Harry received an honorable dis-
charge from the United States Marine
Corp in 1961.

For over 40 years, Harry worked
for Elizabethtown Water Company,
spending about 25 years as a backhoe
operator.

He was a member of the South
Plainfield American Legion Chau-
mont Post #243, The Marine League
and was a former vice president of
Local #423 AFLCIO.
: His etiily routine was to take walks
in Spring Lake Park, and he enjoyed
attending his grandchildren's baseball
and football games.

He was predeceased by his parents,
William and Marie Biles.

Harry is survived by his wife, Lee
(Bushman); two daughters, Tammy
Welch of Dover Foxcroft, Maine and
Colleen Kolvites and husband Will-
iam of Barnegat; two grandchildren
who referred to him as Pop, Kimberly
and Adam Kolvites and by two broth-
ers, William Biles of Manchester and
John Biles of Charlotte, N.C.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Charles T. Kiick, 90
Charles T Kiick died on Tuesday, Dec.

16 at the Genesis Eldercare/The Wood-
lands Nursing Home in Plainfield.

Born in Jersey City, he resided in
Lyndhurst before moving to South
Plainfield in 1951.

Charles was employed as an assem-
bler for American Can Co. of Hillside

HOMETOWN HEROS

We will send to any
home a beautifully
arranged and wrapped
Assorted Sandwich Tray
with two of our homemade
salads-Any Day-Any Time.

$4995

908-755-IIIRO (4376)

Hillside Cemetery
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www, hillsidecemetery. com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

for 20 years before his retirement.
He served with the 69th Regiment

in the United States Army during
WWII. Charles was a member and
former commander of the 69th Regi-
ment Veteran's Corps of Manhattan
and the American Legion Chaumont
Post #243 of South Plainfield. He
was also a member of the Ancient Or-
der of Hibernian's, the South Plain-
field Polish Home and was a commu-
nicant of Sacred Heart Church.

Charles was an avid reader and his-
tory enthusiast. He cherished his Irish
heritage and faithfully marched with
the Fighting 69th every St. Patrick's
Day in New York City

Charles was predeceased by his wife,
Irene, in 2002.

He is survived by a daughter and
son-in-law, Linda and Ed Cumming
of New Providence and by two grand-
sons, Jeffrey and Timothy Cumming.
He also leaves behind the loving staff
at The Woodlands, where he resided
for the past seven years.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Anna Florence
Keller, 85

Anna Florence Keller died on Wed-
nesday, Dec. 17 at home.

Born in Centralia, Pa. on August
30,1923 she began her married life in
Aristes, Pa. before moving to South
Plainfield in 1954. She relocated to
Edison in 2005.

Mrs. Keller and her husband are both
Charter Members of St. Stephen's
Lutheran Church in South Plainfield.
She was active in the church choir and
Riith Gircle, taugrit Sunday School
and directed the Junior Choir. She had
worked as an aide at Pilgrim Covenant
School.

She was predeceased by her parents,
Alfred and Gussie (Benfield) Burge.

She is survived by her husband, Ted,
and would have celebrated 62 years
of marriage on December 26, 2008;
three sons, Donald and wife Joyce of
Oakhurst, Robert and wife Cathie of
South Plainfield and James and wife
Linda of Branchburg; a brother, Rev.
Donald Burge of Ohio; seven grands
children, Jonathan, Kristin Heyser,
Timothy, Becky, Christopher, William
and Marion and three great-grandchil-
dren, Danielle and Abby Keller and
Alexander Heyser.

Funeral services were under the di-
rection ofMcCriskin-Gustafson Home
For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in her name to the Memorial
Fund at St. Stephen's Lutheran Church,
3145 Park Ave., South Plainfield, N.J.
07080.

By Sunnie Randolph

The library wishes everyone a con-
tinuing happy holiday season. This
year the end of December will see the
conjunction of holidays in a number
of different faiths. Hanukkah, the Fes-
tival of Lights celebrating the rededi-
cation of the Second Temple in Jerusa-
lem, began on December 22 and lasts
for eight nights. Christmas fell on
Thursday and today, December 26,
begins Kwanzaa, a holiday which
stretches over seven days with celebra-
tions encompassing the English defi-
nition of the word which means "first
fruits." And finally Monday, Dec. 29
is the first day of the Muslim new year
of 1430. So the last two weeks of
December are a time of celebration.

Of course, you can find out more
about these holidays and celebrations
at the library. Besides a wide variety of
books for the Christmas season, ev-
erything from cookbooks to craft
books to fiction books with stories
centered on the season, we have mu-
sic CDs with holiday music and vid-
eos in both DVD and VHS formats.
We also have books for celebrating
Hanukkah and Kwanzaa, and others

LEGAL NOTICE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Joseph Cambria
requesting a variance from the requirements
of (he Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of South
Plainfield to permit the expansion of a front
porch by 4'; 30' front yard setback required, 26'
proposed; and other variances that may be
required, said property being located at 3406
Park Avenue, Block 250, Lot 2, R 7.5 Zone on
the South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or
protests against the granting of said appeal,
the South Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjust-
/ment will hold a public hearing'oh Thursday,
January 8, 2009 in the Council Chambers,
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South
Plainfield, New Jersey at 7:00 p.m.

The files and documents pertaining to this
appeal are available for public inspection in the
Planning/Zoning Office in Borough Hall between
the hours of 8:00 a.m and 4:00 pm.

$38.50 December 26,2008

on Islam. All of these celebrations
will continue on at least through the
beginning of this week. Actually,
Christmas celebrations continue
through January 6, the Feast of the
Epiphany, when the tradition states
the Three Magi arrived to give pre-
sents to the Christ child. So come in
and keep the holiday feeling going.
And don't forget the library for your
New dear's Eve party. We have music
and videos to liven up any party.

Furthermore, there will be a spe-
cial program at the library on Sun-
day, Dec. 28 at 2 p.m. on "What If
You Are Losing Your Job?" A repre-
sentative of H&R Block will be here
to talk about tax and financial issues
involved in losing a job. The pro-
gram is free and no registration is re-
quired.

Also, there is no children's pro-
gramming this week and the library
will close at 12:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, New Year's Eve, and will be dosed
Thursday, New Year's Day However,
we go back to regular hours on Fri-
day, Jan. 2, 2009 and children's pro-
gramming will begin again on Tues-
day, Jan. 6.

Ready to Buy?
Visit

www.MikePfeifer.com

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLE SALES

ARE YOU LOOKING FDR A QUALITY.
PRE-DWNED VEHICLE?

our quality, ore-owned vehicles.

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield

"An Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home"

(908) 561-8000
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

PREARANGEMENTS*S/S MEDICAID PROTECTION*CREMATION SERVICES
James A. Gustafson, Pres./Mgr. • NJ. Lie. No. 4205

Richard W. McCriskin II, Vice-Pres./Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 4564

Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 3382
Daniel M. Erickson, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 4798

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

APPRECIATE
OUR NEIGHBORS"

SIM r 1949

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
JAMES W. CONROY FUNERAL HOME

Oldest funeral home in South PI ' :Franklin H.Rainear Jr.,
Local Owner/Manager

N.J. Lie. No. 4543

Likeyou, we appreciate our neighbors. That's
why we do our best to be good neighbors,
too. For years, we've provided area families
with sound advice and caring service at times
of a personal loss. We believe we help themost
by listening and providing information about
your choices. Turn to us in your time of need or when you want
the "peace of mind" that comes from planning ahead. We're
your hometown neighbor...

2456 Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 756-2800 \
www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com |

fax (908) 769-8084

Ji l
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2008-09

JUNIOR JOURNALIST

Alkeim Raines Named Junior Journalist

Junior Journalist Alkeim Raines with
Roosevelt teacher Mike Bertram.

Santa
By Alkeim Raines

The chubby man
with a red suit that flies off houses,

with magical reindeer,
with no sound and no sight

he flies all night.
The gift giver in every town

lands on your roof and laughs
"Ho-Ho-Ho! Merry Christmas!"

Look closer in die sky.
See that shooting star.

Santa is coming tonight.

Alkeim Raines, Roosevelt School
third grader, is this week's winner in
the 2008-09 Junior Journalist pro-
gram for his poem, "Santa." His ef-
forts have earned him dinner for his
family courtesy of Hometown Heros.

Students are encouraged to submit
their original written works to their
teachers, school principals, Home-
town Heros on Hamilton Blvd. or
the Observer at 1110 Hamilton Blvd.

Winners receive a catered dinner for

their families from Hometown Heros
and will be honored at a year-end ban-
quet in May 2009, where they will be
recognized for their efforts. Junior
Journalist winners also have the op-
portunity to win the Ruth Kurland
Memorial $1,000 savings bond which
will be awarded at the banquet.

For more information, call the
Observer at (908) 668-0010 or
Hometown Heros at (908) 755-
4376.

From a Hot So junior' Journalist..

Have a Holly Jolly Christmas
i?vst don't ask me to play Santa
just because Fin built like a

I wish I could melt away pounds
like Frosty in spring,
but cookies sing songs to my belly,
and cocoa dances down my throat,
making this fat man...
Jolly!! ;

~Mr.B

lilfl/ ; jigs

South Plainfield Alliance for Substance Awareness held the annual middle
school boys and girls basketball tournament recently with the girls team
taking the first place title beating Summit 27-26. Pictured with the trophy
are Shannon McMahon, Jackie Dvorak and Rebecca Eustice.

SPHS Drug Testing
(Continued from page 1)

"There are 33 school districts that
have begun this process. We are not
trying to be punitive. The new drug
policy was enacted to help deter stu-
dents from experimenting with
drugs," explained Greene.

"If Fm at a party on the weekend
and I know that random testing will
be held on Monday-then I might
think twice about experimenting with
a drug," Diehl added.

In dissatisfaction parents called the
new policy coercive and criticized the
program for testing not including ev-
ery student and concentrating on a
random, self-selected group of students
who participate in extra-curricular ac-
tivities, emphasizing more probable
substance problems with students not
engaged in any school activities. "We
are in uncharted policy," said Diehl.
'Any new program is not perfect. We
are here to protect the children."

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/1

,

Wondering if Advertising Works?

, - , - • . • , .

Professional advertiser
; so. Want to get resi

:. for y : '
Advertise weekly in

the Observer. J

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJ DCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS •• KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Office Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES

muni

I
I
I
I Professional Plumbing
I
I
I
I
I

& Heating Inc.

(908)561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY

license #8741

tf-amila Owned
« 6U

AUTOJBODY
Expert Color I
24 Hour Towing
Lifetime Repair Warranty

908-757-1933
Lie. No. 00992A

m on •
3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

SULJJVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lie. #02313A

210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

New Jersey 07080

908-757-5100
Fax:908-757-3105

TOP
PRICES

PAID

WE3UY&5ELL
< . ; ; . • •

All US & Foreign Coinage, Paper Money,

Gold & Silver Bullion, Scrap Gold &

5 Sterling Silver And Anything Related

'?.Heim•90&-405 640&
South Plaihfield resident r\ ALI 4.- a o u
h t e t . . ^ 9 AM to ft PM

www.gynandroidhead.com
We will come to you ana provide a free verbal appraisal.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

llPill Woodel, owner Ron Slazas, owi

, (908) 347-1745 (732) 693-5117

RSLAZAS@OPTONLINE.NET;
Union Beach, NJ

RIORIEXTE,
SHEETROCK/DRYWALL

WEREPMRS
-RAMIC TILE Professional Services, Inc.

SIDING

ROOFING
SIDEWALKSiPAVERS

MASONRY
STEPS

HOT POWER WASHING
HOUSES - DECKS - SIDEWALKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER REPLACEMENT

Tel: 908-754-0149
Fully Insured- SBA cert. 10404-20 License #13W03110900 Bonded

GUITAR
LESSONS

Beginner to Advanced

908-822-9702
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

All Styles

anny Campbell

www.kennymusician.com

.„...,. PAINTING &
DECORATING IXC

Interior Painting, Crown Moldings
& Architectural Millwork

(908) 251-1814

Free
stimatei DiFRANCESCO

PAV11MG • MASONRY

Driveways • Parking Lots -Seal Coating • Steps • Walkways • Patios
RetainingWalls • Pavers 'Wallstone' Slate •• Bluestone' Excavating

Foundations • BlockWork' Cultured Stone • Drainage'Waterproofing

• 3RD GENERATION IN BUSINESS • •

908-668-8434 T

• . . . . : • • • : . : • • • • •< :$m&mM SS5S

Charles L.
Decker Jr.
SALES ASSOCIATE

732-469-1516x378
Fax 732-469-1506 Cell
908-902-9406

CharlesDecker@

PruMewJersey.com

Charles Decher Jr. Tim Curran

Prudential
1996 Washington

Valley Road

ZtinlSeJJ 08836

Tim Curran
SALES ASSOCIATE

732-494-7677x345
Cell 908-244-3228

TimSellsJersey.com

3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840

Prepare to
Experience Full

Service Real
Estate Like

Newer Before*
An independently owned ind operated member of PruOenlial Real Estate Affiliates, l ie.

(J^ Prudential
•^ •^ New Jersey Properties®

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resident
ForOver39Yeare

908-753-4450 X121
(732) 6S3-0322

Fax 908-753-0136

1
RosePelton@att.net

^j^ Rose Marie Pelton

(m Prudential NJ Properties®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watehung, NJ 07069

\o?f

CENTRAL JERSEY
Holistic Health Center and Spa

MASSAGE RIFLEXOLOGY
HYPNOSrS REIKI

DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT

'Roxanne Cortese, CD.CHP.CMT

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908)561-1511
By Appointment Only

GirrCERTiriCATES AND GIFT" BASKETS

Love Your Home

IQNZO JtEMQDELIHS
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Bathrooms • Kitchens • Ceramic Tile
Windows • Doors • Decks

Custom Installations Available

Joe Ronzo Sr. Lie. 13VH00092100

(908) 668-0662
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report
• On Dec. 9 Segondo Sevilla, 53,

of Plainfield was arrested for driving
on a suspended license and an out-
standing warrant.

• On Dec. 10 Bernadett OTlaherty,
38, of South Plainfield was arrested
for theft by deception.

• Fernando Agostimiano, 31, of
New Brunswick was arrested at Home
Depot for shoplifting $37 worth of
safety glasses.

• A New Market Avenue resident
reported that the driver side window

of their vehicle had been smashed and
three electric space heaters and assorted
hand tools were taken.

• A Piscataway resident reported
the theft of a 1993 Chevy Caprice
from the parking lot at Target.

• On Dec. 11 Kenneth E. Daye,
44, of Perth Amboy was arrested for
receiving stolen property.

• A Stratford Avenue resident re-
ported that their Christmas lights on
the front lawn had been cut.

• On Dec. 12 Donna L. Haines,

45, of Colonia was arrested for pos-
session of a controlled substance.

• A Hancock Street resident re-
ported that the driver side window of
their vehicle had been smashed.

• On Dec. 15 Charma S. Henry,
21, and Stephannie Jean-Baptiste, 19,
both of Monclair and Ebony Nichole
Jackson, 21, of Toms River were ar-
rested at Sears Essentials for shoplift-
ing $272 worth of underwear and
jewelry.

LEGAL NOTICES
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

December 22, 2008

Public Notice is hereby given that the following
action will take place by the South Plainfield
Zoning Board of Adjustment for its meeting to
be held on January 8, 2009.

1. Reorganization Meeting will-start at 6:30
p.m.

2. Regular Meeting will start at 7 p.m.

Any and all interested parties may gather in the
Council Chambers located at:

2480 Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080

Any questions may be directed to the Board
Secretary at (908) 226-7641.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre
Secretary-Zoning Board of Adjustment

$29.45 December 26,2008

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1840

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY THAT:

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LI-
CENSING AND REGULATION OF CHARITA-
BLE CLOTHING BINS PURSUANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF NEW JERSEY STATUTE
40:48-2.60, ET SEQ. was presented for adoption
after a public hearing was held by the Mayor
and Council on Monday, December 22, 2008 at
7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 2480
Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

ATTEST:
Joann Graf/Acting Municipal Clerk

$25.65 December 26,2008

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1841

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY THAT:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 157
OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD ENTITLED "SEWERS", was pre-
sented for adoption after a public hearing was
held by the Mayor and Council on Monday, De-
cember 22, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal
Building, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080.

ATTEST:
Joann Graf/Acting Municipal Clerk

$25.65 December 26,2008,2008

To subscribe call (908) 668-0010.

Deadline to place an ad: Monday, 5 p.m. Rates: $15 for three lines; $1 for each additional
line. Run your ad 4 consecutive issues, get 10% discount.

HELP WANTED

CROSSING GUARDS-SOUTH PLAIN-
area. Must have car and phone. Call
(201) 795-0189.

NURSES/IJWs,RNs,CHftV-IMMEI)IATE
opening. F/T, P/T, per diem. Retirees/new
nurses welcome. Will train for cases. Mer-
cer, Middlesex& otherareas. (732) 246-8905.

POSITION WANTED
WILL TAKE CAKE OF ELDERLY
person. Live in or live out. Refer-
ences. Call Olga at (908) 930-4854.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
SO. PLFD.-2 BDR, 2.5 BATH, LIV.
room, kit., din. rm., washer/dryer. Call
(908) 754-7143 or (908) 202-1585.
SO. PLAINFIELD ONE BEDROOM-
recently renovated, second floor, $850+
utilities. Call Frank (908) 295-9336.

MAGICIAN AVAILABLE
MAGIC SHOW*

BIRTHDAY PARTIES S, ALL
OCCASIONS....

"7 IOTJ or run,
LAUCHTIR I

PARTICIPATION

(909) 4052944

APARTMENT FOR RENT

SOUTH PLFD.-NEWLY RENOVATED
one bedroom, washer/dryer connec-
tion. Central air. $1,050 month, V-h
month security. Call (908) 668-0061.
S. PLFD.-NEWER 3 BD, 1% BTH.
Central air, full bsmt. Ref. required.
2 BDR, EAT-IN KIT, 1ST FL, FULL
bsmt. $1,100+ 1% mo. sec. No pets.
Ref. req. (908) 756-0947.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

MATTRESS-$210 QUEEN PILLOW
top set, new in plastic w/warranty.
Full plush top set $195. Can deliver.
(732) 259-6690.

HOUSECLEANING
HOUSECLEANER - GOOD REF-
erences. 12 years exp. Home, apart-
ments, office. Call (732) 672-1211.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/SI

HARTJE
rCONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Additions • Bathrooms • Kitchens
Decks 'Windows • Siding

908-754-8921

Downes Contruction
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Additions

Cultured Stone'Pavers

Block* Brick* Concrete

Trip • Kitchens* Baths

Call Mike

(908) 756-7233 fm Estimates

•.".;.• • • ; : • ; :

Kitchen
Makeovers

FUfflTURE MEDIC
1 All Wood Cabinet Refacing

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Cabinet Painting

Typically lessthon'A thecostof replacement

(908) 755-8440
visit us at www.furnituremedicnj.com

GRADUATE

LAWN CARE
LAWN MAINTENANCE
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Mulch • Stone • Top Soil
Commercial - Residential

FREE ESTIMATES

(732) 548-0752

On Time Electrical
Contractor HC

Residential • Industrial • Commercial
No Job Too Small

908-451-3313
OnCallMhrs.
Fully Insured &

Bonded NJ
"BILL RITCHEY Lie #8854

. • • . • • • • • . • • . • • . • •

Property Maintenance, LLC

Landscape Design • Lawn Service
Snow Plowing «Top Soil

Oean-Ups'Mulch

M Guaranteed Service
# Exceptional Work
M Attention to detail
#100% reliability

73B558.O356

FLOORING

Carpet*Area Rugs• Tile• Hardwood• Laminate• Linoleum

Commercial and Residential

<Wail to "Wait, Sam Lays it Ml

9 MY WAY
1-877-GO-MYWAY

7-877-466-9929
Fax:908-756-4040 119 Hamilton Blvd. nrywaycarpet.com'

South Plainfield, NJ 07080 mywaycarpet@msn.coni,

Repairs • Rest retch ing • Binding • Custom Tile • Sanding and Refinishing

La
UHk VM

I ben
Telephone: (90S) 9/7-/668

h : r ' '
Fully Insured •

: •

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS & WALKS

• LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
• HYDRO SEEDING & SOD

• MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
• VINYL FENCES & PONDS

• COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- FREE ESTIMATES -

908-756-7272

Are you or someone you know thinking
of BUYING, RENTING, or

SELLING a home? If so, call me!
I can help you with all your real estate needs.

Donna Macan
Realtor Associate. GRI

(908) 755-5300 x351 Office
( 7 3 2 ) 763.4407 Cell
(908) 755-5052 Fax

225 Maple Ave, South Plainfield, NJ 07080
macand@morettirealty.com ^.

Realty Each office is independently owned and operated MM

1960

PENYAK
ROOFING &
SIDING CO.
908-753-4222

www.penyakroofing. com

3571 KENNEDY ROAD
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

Call

KLK Trucking for:
. Sand/Salt Mixture, Bulk

Rock Salt, Ice Control Sand
I Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing \

Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

Prudential
New Jersey Properties

Cynthia "Guancione" Freund
Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate

Cell 908-447-6980
Bus 732-494-7677

3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840

008) 756-3 I 2
McCarthy

Contractors

"Nobody knows
South Plainfield

like Joe Diegnan."

Morietti Realty
Business:

(908)755-5300x315
Eves: (908)756-9123

Email: DiegnanJ@morietlireally.com Joseph Diegnan

Realtor-Associate & Lifetime South Plainfield resident
i f 225 Maple Avs., South Plainfisld

Moretti Realty
Put your trust in a Realtor

wftocangeffftemosf
money through

Evelyn
Sherwood

Broker-
Associate

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SANDING - SALTING

• Office Buildings
• Apartment & Condo Complexes

• Retail Stores
•Schools and Churches

-Sign up now for 24 hour service-

908-756-7272

CAMBRIA, GMC
116 Talmadge Rd., Edison, NJ

1-800-899-5226 X-l 10
Ask for Dray

The Season's Here... Ate You Ready!
"Come See What We Have to Offer"

We Will Not Be Under Sold

New & Pre-Owned Trucks, Priced to Go...
Mason Dumps, Grain Dumps, Hooklift

Dumps, Landscape Trucks & Box Trucks

I IN-HOUSE FINANCE ALSO AVAILABLE
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Middle School Delivers Holiday Spirit in Annual Concert
By Patricia Abbott

On December 11 the South
Plainfield Middle School pre-
sented their annual holiday con-
cert to an enthusiastic crowd of
friends and family. The concert
featured the school's orchestra,
band, concert choir and the elite
girl's choir, the Gems,

Principal Steven Novak began
the evening by welcoming the
crowd. "The Pledge of Alle-
giance" was led by student Kayla

"Smith and "The National An-
them" was sung by the Gems.

Each vocal and instrumental
group offered the audience ex-
cellent selections of music. The
orchestra, conducted by Sarah
Bruce, performed "Dragon
Dances," "Midnight Tango" and
"Finale from Symphony No. 5,".
followed by the Gems conducted
by Donna Markiewicz, singing
"It's The Most Wonderful Time
of the Year" and "All I Want for
Christmas is You." The concert
choir, also conducted by Mar-
kiewicz, sang "Adeste Fideles,"
"Changamano," "Dodi Li, Pie
Jesu" and "Sing We Now of
Christmas." The concert band,
conducted by Andrew Veiss,
performed "Conquistqa" and
"The Swarm."

The evening concluded with a
sing-along led by the combined
groups.

Choral Director Donna
Markiewicz said, "All of the
music students worked very
hard preparing for the concert.
They were fabulous and we are
very proud of their success! The
South Plainfield Middle School
music program is one of the best
middle school programs in the
state because of the support we
receive from the community,
administration, staff and the par-

ents. The students worked dili-
_. gently, attended rehearsals

after school
and all

are extremely dedicated to the
music ensembles. If s a pleasure
to have a job where you truly
have fun every day and love
what you do. I wish everybody
the passion and enjoyment that
I have had working with these
young adults. We believe that
the audience was the largest in
years and we are looking for-
ward to our next performance,
the District Festival, on Thurs-
day, March 26, 2009."

The performers experienced
the amazing thrill of a full house;
not only were all the seats filled,
but an entire section of bleachers
as well. It was the largest crowd
to attend the middle school
concert in many years. No-

vak was pleased with the
outcome saying, "The
concert was one of the
iest ever, the turnout
was great with over

525 in attendance.
The students in the
music area remain
the pupils who ex-
cel in the four 'As'-

academics, athlet-
ics, activities, arts.
We at the middle
school include at-
tendance as well.
I am so proud of
our students and
our music staff!"

Act Now
Before
January 1

Last chance to beat
the 2009 price increase;
order a new subscription

by December 31.
If you want to keep up with what's going on in South Plainfield,

there's no better time than now to subscribe to the Observer. Our

current $25 subscription rate has been in effect since 1997 and due

to postal increases over the past 11 years, our rates go up January

1. New rates - in town $29.95; out-of-town $34.95. So call now

(9O8-668-OO1O), beat the price increase and enjoy the Observer,

your news source for South Plainfield.

Want some
good news?

Yes, I want home delivery.
Call 9O8-668-OO1O

Save a stamp... E-mail your request to spobserver@comcast.net **we now accept VISA and Mastercard ••

Follow the ups and downs of the borough
in the Observer, an independent newspa-
per for South Plainfield. Send check or
money order for $25 (one year) (out-of-
town-$30) to: South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite IB, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080. We also accept Visa
and Mastercard.

• Yes, I want home delivery.
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP_

PHONE

MASTERCARD/VISA # EXR DATE


