Pee Wee Cheerleaders take first place m National championship •
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Five-Year-Old
Abandoned
On School Bus

Council Seeks
To Sue Former
Borough Attorney
Citing malpractice, Borough Council Republicans pushed through a
resolution (3-2) to hire an outside
attorney to represent the borough
in a lawsuit against former borough
attorney, Patrick Diegnan.
The suit centers on the purchase
of the Suburban Bus Co. land on
New Market Avenue in December
of 2006.
Republican members of the council
claim that the purchase price of the
land by Middlesex County was too
high due to cost of remediation and
that a hold harmless agreement should
not have been part of the sale.
Prior to voting, former Mayor
Michael English asked the council to
table the resolution until the purchase
is thoroughly investigated. English
added that there was another buyer
who claims the cost of remediation
was $40,000. Republicans disagreed
on the potential cost of the cleanup.
English said, "Patrick Diegnan has
served the borough for 25 years and
to initiate a lawsuit without any proof
is outrageous. I think the time for
politics is ended. Stop these games!
Don't waste the taxpayers money on
this." English also questioned if the
Republicans' motive was political.

Det. Chris Collucci, Recreation Commission President William Cochran, Director of Recreation Kevin Hughes,
Mayor Charles Butrico, Councilman Ray Petronko and Middlesex County Administrator John Pulomena at the
groundbreaking ceremony marking the start of construction of the turf field at the PAL. The council voted to
approve the winning bids for the project during Monday's meeting. The field should be completed in May.

EWA Performing Study on New Thick Route
ByJane Dornick

After the Ad Hoc Truck Route
Committee spent nearly a year feverishly working on a less invasive truck
route through the Dismal Swamp,
Edison Wetlands Asso. (EWA)
Executive Director Robert Spiegel
says he has hired his own experts on
wetlands management to review the
proposed Hollywood Avenue extension. He said that he is spending a
significant amount of money to have
his own analysis of the project and its
impact on the surrounding area.

CouncilApproves 3.75% PayHike
The Borough Council voted 4-2
at their public meeting on Monday
evening to increase the salaries of
municipal officers and employees by
3.75 percent over each of the next
three years, effective January 1.
Republican councilmembers, in
their last few weeks with the voting
majority, approved the new contract
despite Mayor Charles Butrico's plea
to "tighten their belts" and reconsider
their decision. "We are being unfair
to our residents if we support an increase for our employees when they
are going to work and lucky if they
see anything," said Butrico. Finance
Committee Chairman Ray Rusnak
argued, "I think these folks [borough
employees] have been more than fair

The EWA recently stated that
they wanted a "better design" of
the Hollywood Avenue extension
which would have even "less of an
impact" on the swamp. The com-

mittee's plan calls for disturbing
only .06 acres of the 660 acre area,
but Spiegel feels that the route,
in its proposed state, will still
(Continued on page 10)

Raceway Robber at Lan
Raceway gas station on W 7th
I|treet was robbed at gunpoint last
IpatBuday evening.
A cab driver who witnessed the
incident said that a suspicious man
ffvas walking in circles in front of
Sullivatf s Auto Shop nearby. The
fpian waited until the gas station
Uras free of patrons before walking
into the front office and pointing

a gun at two employe ~driver called police afe
suspect flee down Clir
towards Ninth Street ai •;.:. !
sight of him.
The suspect is describ: x
male, 5' 10", 180 lbs., we
black ski mask, black boots,/>
hooded sweat jacket with die hood
over h
:ans and gloves.

A five-year-old Riley School kindergarten student was left sleeping
on a school bus last Friday after the
driver and aide neglected to drop the
boy at his school after he attended the
Roosevelt School enrichment program
in the morning.
The bus was parked in the lot at
the high school when the boy was
awakened by the noise of students
evacuating the building due to a gas
leak. The boy exited the bus and was
found wandering the area by students.
He was cold and scared, but unharmed.
The South Plainfield Police Department is currently investigating the
incident, along with the Middlesex
County Prosecutor's Office. School
officials have been advised to halt their
investigation.
Schools Superintendent Jose Negron said he could not comment on the
investigation, but "appropriate action
was taken to insure the aide and driver
are no longer dealing with children."
The bus is owned and operated by the
board of education and the driver and
aide are contracted by the district.

Special Council
FYI Meetings
Scheduled
The Borough Council has scheduled
a special agenda meeting on Thursday,
Dec. 18, to conduct interviews and a
regular meeting on Monday, Dec. 22,
to pass ordinances.

and are willing to accept less than
the contracts that were handed out,"
noting that workers were originally
looking for a 3.9 percent increase over
five years. According to CFO Glenn
Cullen, the raises will result in a net
increase of $40,431 over the prior
year's budget.
The council also argued over combining job titles, such as making the
construction coordinator position a
permanent part of the public works
superintendent's job description.
The Republicans say they wanted to
"streamline" things and that there
were a lot of people who had different
tides; however, Butrico insisted that
he would veto the ordinance.
(For salaries, See Pay Hike, page 10)

Help Darfur Now Executive Board-Holly McDede, Cory Harrel, Susan Tian, Sean Coffey, Krissha Patel,
Volunteers Soughtfor Boards, Etc. SPHS
Matthew Brazza, Annie Polanco, Kerri Gould, Allison Clawans, Lynn Do and Julie Tran.
South Plainfield is seeking volunteers who wish to serve on a board,
agency, committee or commission
commencing January 1,2009. Vacancies exist on the majority of boards.
Anyone interested in applying
should visit the Borough Web site at
www.soudiplainfieldnj .com to obtain
more information about the various
boards, agencies, committees and com-
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missions, or to obtain an application.
Applications may also be obtained
from the Borough Clerk's Office,
2480 Plainfield Ave., between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. The
deadline for submission of completed
applications is December 15.
For further information, please
contact Acting Borough Clerk Joann
Graf at (908) 226-7606.

Corzine to Honor HDN Students
Governor Jon Corzine plans to
recognize students from South
Plainfield High School for their efforts in creating awareness about the
genocide in Darfur, Sudan and for
raising funds for the victims as members of the non profit organization
Help Darfur Now (HDN).
Dr. Paul Winkler, executive director
of the New Jersey Commission on
Holocaust Education, recommended to
the governor that the South Plainfield
Chapter of Help Darfur Now be asked
to come to Trenton. Although there are
over 100 chapters throughout the U.S.,
South Plainfield was recognized for its

fundraising and awareness efforts.
In April 2006, students started a local chapter of Help Darfur
Now with over 40 students. Interest in Darfur began in the genocide class taught by Fran Flannery.
Library posters by Steven Tietjen,
one of the H D N founders, along
with presentations, created interest
in the new group. The students raised
money by holding fundraisers and
selling t-shirts, bracelets and pins.
Senior Annie Polanco, a member
of H D N , recalls hearing an announcement for a meeting for the
newly formed group and has been a

member since freshman year.
Annie was one of the high school
presenters at the middle school, telling
the students about the plight of die
people of Darfur and how their own
government attacks them. To survive
they live in refugee camps helped by
various international aid grougs..
Cory Harnell was in seventfrgrade
when Annie Polanco, along with other
members of HDN, visited the middle
school for the presentation. Harnell,
who had already seen a presentation on Darfur at Wesley Methodist
Church, told Annie (whom he knew
. (Continued on page 10)
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In My Opinion
Residents of South Plainfield:
The South Plainfield Education
Foundation held our annual telethon
the week of December 1. Students
from several groups in the high school
made phone calls to the parents of
every student in the South Plainfield
school district. If a parent pledged a
donation to the foundation, a follow

up letter will be sent. There are several
areas throughout the district that the
parents can direct financial help.
This is our most important fundraiser of the year. Through this fundraiser we are able to continue providing scholarships to deserving seniors
from South Plainfield High School.
We would also like to continue to

support the Gold Card program at
the high school. We have been in existence since 1994. We are a separate
non-profit 501c-3 organization.
Please be advised that the education
foundation is not affiliated with the
school board.
If you would like further information on the foundation, you can log
on to the South Plainfield school district Web site and click on the link to
Want to Stay Informed But Can't Make a Council Meeting? the foundation. We provide monies
Regular Council meetings air on Comcast Channel 74 Mondays, 7:30 p.m. for scholarships and incentive pro^ ^ ^
Agenda and/or Other SPECIAL Meetings air Saturday at 8 p.m.
grams for the entire district as an inde• j — f » (Check Comcast community bulletin board for last minute time ^changes.)
pendent, non-profit organization.
To purchase a copy of a complete Borough Council meeting,
We would like to thank the com•==:•
contact the Observer.
munity of South Plainfield for their
Current BOE Meetings air on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m.
continued support of the education
foundation.

December 12,2008

The opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily
those of the publisher, nor do we guarantee their accuracy.

To the Editor:
On November 30 the South
Plainfield Soccer Club held a breakfast fundraiser at the South Plainfield
Elks Lodge #2298. Hard working
volunteers cleared tables and served
food to the packed house. The Elks
provided a wonderful menu of pancakes, French toast, bacon, sausage,
and steak and eggs. We opened at 8
a.m. and had wait times throughout
the morning.
Thank you to our wonderful volunteers and to the Elks. Everyone did
a fabulous job. Thank you to all who
supported the South Plainfield Soccer Club by attending this fundraiser.
From our family to yours, peace
and joy this holiday season.

Submit Your Letters to the Editor:
Send your letters to South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, or fax to 908-668-8819, or
via E mail: spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline is Monday. 5 p.m. Letters must be accompanied by a name and telephone number for verification. Limit letters to no more
than 200 words. We reserve the right to
refuse a letter, to editforclarity or lengtti, and
to limit the number of letters submitted on
the same subject. Submission is not a guarantee of publication. We do not accept anonymous letters. Letters are strictly opinion.

using made-up numbers.
Fact: The Republicans did a better
job negotiating than the Democrats
did. The contract settlement gives these
employees less than the other unions
in town.
MARGE REEDY, PRESIDENT
Meets twice a month on Mond< ys, except as noted.* All meetings begin at 7 p.m.
KENNETH HARRELL, THE SOUTH
Fact: The Republicans were able to
PLAINFIELD
SOCCER
CLUB
SOUTH
PLAINFIELD
EDUCATION
Borough Hall Council Chambers Questions? 908-226-7605
negotiate
a contract settlement where
FOUNDATION
SPECIAL MEETINGS
these employees will receive less than
Dear Editor,
Dec. 18 (agenda meeting/interviews) and Dec. 22 (regular meeting to pass ordinances)
To the Editor:
I have never written a letter to an employees in neighboring towns, less
All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
We would like to thank Frank editor, but I felt compelled after read- than school-board employees, and less
Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue
Rainear and his staff at The South ing Mr. Diana's (Mr. Scrooge) letter -than state employees.
Plainfield James W. Conroy Funeral this week. I must agree that there is no
The Democrats should join with us
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, *except where noted.
Home for the Thanksgiving dinners need to have the holiday display lit in in finding more ways to save the taxBorough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641
they delivered on Thanksgiving to the the wee hours of the morning.
payers money.
many homebound and sick seniors.
Unfortunately, this is unlikely, beHowever, the amount of kilowatts
You made them feel not forgotten for that is being used by the display is in- cause their win on President-elect
Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted
the holidays. Thank you again for your significant. Yes, it is wasteful to see Obama's coattails has emboldened
Committee of the Whole, Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.:. Jan. 14, Feb. 11,
generosity.
energy burn when it is not needed, them to continue their arrogant ways.
March 11 and April 1.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD SENIOR
COUNCILMAN TIM MCCONVILLE
Regular Public Meeting, Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.: Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18,
but I feel there must be other battles
CENTER/MEALS ON WHEELS
March 18 and April 8.
to fight on waste in this town.
I must disagree with Mr. Scrooge's Dear Editor,
Dear Editor,
approach
to change the issue at hand.
The blood drive sponsored by the
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
On behalf of the entire South Plain- Mr. Diana and anyone else who sees
South Plainfield Business Association
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7716
field High School Girls' Soccer Team, wasteful spending must take action.
on December 5 was well attended.
I would like to publicly thank the South The action that we must take is get
Out of the 59 volunteers only seven
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Plainfield Elks Club for donating their involved with our local politics.
were deemed ineligible to donate blood,
patty room and other various needed
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.
We need to approach a councilman/ some because of low blood pressure,
items for our yearly end-of-season din- woman regarding our issues. These are
some because of low iron count, and
ner. The size of the room was perfect our elected officials. These are the
some for low white cell counts.
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m. - December 16
for accommodating all the girls and their people we chose to right the wrongs
More than 50 pints of whole blood
families who attended the ceremony in our little town. If enough of us
were
collected, while other procedures
The tasteful decor made for an appeal- take action then we can reduce waste
Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
produced
products such as platelets
ing background to the night. Their gen- in our town and hopefully see a reBorough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7621
and white blood cells needed by canerosity is greatly appreciated.
January 14
duction in our property taxes.
cer patients. This session saw new
The celebration would not have
business
SINCERELY,
equipment to do these separations and
been possible if it were not for the enMeets once a month (first Wednesday)
RAMON SANCHEZ
collect the blood products.
thusiasm
and
hard
work
of
all
the
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. • Questions? 908-757-8100
Whole blood donors can give evparents and coaches involved. Mrs. Dear Editor,
ery 56 days. Other donors have differJenifer Baldasarre took a leadership
It's time to stop the smear cament "timetables" so as to give their
Meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room, Borough Hall
position, donating her time and en- paign.
bodies time to rebuild their blood. Inergy to get the preparations started. And
Last week, the Democrats wrote to
terested persons can receive informaMeets once a month on Mondays at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room at Roosevelt special thanks are extended to Mr. Bill this paper, and as usual, they were un- tion about 'how, when and where' by
andMrs. Sharon Reuter as well, whose able to make their point by telling the
Administration Building on Jackson Ave.
visiting www.givelife.org or calling 1positive contribution was felt through truth and supporting their position
Ilillllllilll
800-448-3543.
behind-the-scenes help in the kitchen with facts. Instead, they made false stateBe a "lifesaver"-donate blood. It
Senior Center, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7605 - Tuesday, December 16
all night. Many other parents, coaches, ments, this time about the annual saland players deserve appreciation for ary ordinance and the professional doesn't hurt. Needles are discarded afGet the Observer delivered to your mailbox every
their efforts. Whether they donated employee union's contract settlement. ter each use, and new ones used, making blood donation safe and needles
food or decorations, helped with preFriday...Call 908-668-0010 to subscribe!
Fact: No employee is getting an free of contamination.
sentations, or simply helped dean up extra raise. The Democrats were inacCome in and watch at the next drive.
at the end of the party, they made a curate when they claimed otherwise
WILLIAM TUTHILL
difference. Thank you all once again.
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SINCERELY YOURS,
LINDSAY FREDERICKS,
SENIOR, SPHS

Holiday Giving
For Needy Pets
The Plainfield Animal Hospital is
collecting pet food donations to be
distributed to needy pets, for the holiday season. Please bring canned or dry
pet foods to the drop off box at the
animal hospital, 2215 Park Ave. 8
a.m.-8 p.m. Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-4
p.m. Saturdays and 9 a.m.-l p.m. on
Sundays. Monetary donations will
also be gratefully accepted and used
to purchase pet food for those in need.
For more information or directions
to the hospital, please call (908) 7552428. Thank you for your generosity
and may you have happy and healthy
holidays.

Get all the Real
Estate terms at

To comment on the content or to suggest a special story idea, contact the publisher at (908) 668-0010.
The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

www.MikePfeifer.com

TOYFOR-THE

J

HOLIDAYS

teleflora's holiday
gift bouquet
You've got your shopping all wrapped up
when you send flowers in a golden
ceramic vase that iooks like a present.
Tied with red and gold ribbons, it's
a sweet, imaginative gift that's
ideal for people of all ages. For
nationwide same-day delivery,
call or visit our shop.

Christmas is

thursday, december 25
* ' each plus
delivery-

Mohn's Flowers &
Fancy Foods
2325 Plainfield Ave. South Plainfield

(908)561-2808
www.mohnsflorist.com

©2008 Teleflora

telefora.
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McCiiskinGustafson to Host
Grief Seminar

FromtheSoufli Plairifiefd Library

will make a holiday door decoration.
Space is limited for this program, so
So, you still searching for a mall pre-registration is required. There's a
parking space? Programming the video $2 materials fee, payable upon regisrecorder for the holiday specials? Ea- tration. Then, on Wednesday at 6:30
gerly awaiting the delivery of that fra- p.m. we'll host a holiday sing-along
gee-lay leg lamp? Well, let's put all program featuring Lisa Lala. This prothat on hold and look at the latest from gram is for children up to age eight;
no pre-registration is required. For
South Plainfield Library.
Here's an advance word about a more information on any of our
couple of schedule changes: we'll be children's programs, please call us and
open for half a day (9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) ask for Miss Linda or Miss Mija. (See
on both Christmas Eve and New dear's below for the phone number.)
Eve, and we'll be closed on Christmas
There's still time to donate to the
Day and New Year's Day. (Do I really charity collections at the library. The
need to specify the dates on those?)
Books to Keep ingathering of new
Once again, we'll be following the books for needy children and young
recently revised regular schedule for our people will be accepting books until
children's programming next week. For December 15. Donations may be left
those of you that didn't jot all that stuff at the Circulation desk. There's also
down, here it is again: there's the "Mon- the ongoing food drive for the needy
day Morning Movie" for preschoolers sponsored by Middlesex County The
on Monday at 10:30. The movie lasts donation box for that drive is located
approximately 40 minutes and is age- right next to our main doors. Nearby,
appropriate. There's our "Storytime" there's the Lion's Club donation box
program for children age three and over; for used eyeglasses and hearing aids.
it's held on Tuesday morning at 10:30, And you can still get a ticket for the
Wednesday evening at 6:30 and Thurs- holiday quilt raffle sponsored by the
day afternoon at 1:15. The "Time for Friends of the Library The double-sized,
2's & 3's" program, for children ages homemade quilt will be raffled off on
two and three, is held on Wednesday Wednesday evening. Tickets are $2
and Thursday mornings at 10:30. The each; proceeds will benefit the library
"Baby Time" program, for children ages
Here's a bit of a housekeeping note:
three and under, is held on Friday morn- we have a small but very tightly-packed
ing at 10:30. (Just like clockwork, lost and found box behind the Circufolks.) The story programs each last lation desk. In it, we've collected a
about an hour and feature stories, songs variety of items, ranging from comand a craft activity for older kids. YOVL puter discs to cell phones to eyeglasses.
don't need to pre-register for any of We'd really like to clear these things
these programs.
out in time for 2009. So, if you think
Also, there are those special we might have something of yours,
children's programs we mentioned last please stop by and check as soon as
time. On Monday at 6:30 p.m. we'll you can.
Lastly, here's a bit of info for the
have a holiday "Kidcraft" program for
children age 4 and over. Participants consumer: if you're looking for a Jast
minute gift and don't want to deal with
the crowds at the mall, we can help. We
still have some South Plainfield Library
tote bags available for purchase. Small
South Plainfield Recreation is in- totes go for $7.50 each, with large tote
viting children newborn to 10 years- bags selling for $10 apiece. Stop by
old to visit with Santa on Saturday, the Circulation desk for details.
Dec. 13. from 1 to 3 p.m. at the seThat's about it for this week. For
nior center on Maple Avenue.
more information, please call us at
Gifts for all children visiting Santa (908) 754-7885 or visit our Web site
at www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us. See
will be handed out.
Register in advance at the PAL you next Friday. Now go make sure
through December 12. Cost is $5 per you've got enough wrapping paper
and credit for the rest of the season.
child.
By Kenneth Morgan

Visit with Santa
At Senior Center

Private Tutoring
Retired Principal
(in your home)

Elem./Middle
ADD & ADHD Focusing
Jack Mandd, MA.

Tel: 732-549-1959
Cell: 908-400-4570

South Plainfield High School Peer Leadership members-(L to R) Alyssa
McCreesh, Michael Boyle, Stephanie Lanza, Tramane Miller, Lyndsey
Murtagh and Doug Porzio on their way to deliver Thanksgiving baskets
filled with food and items they donated to nine needy families in the
borough. Director of Social Services Marge Ackerman also contributed
some coats. The peer leadership program is headed by teachers Ms.
Vandermark, Mr. Encinas, Ms. Zurka, Ms. Marconi, Mr. Cirigliano and
Mr. Emmons.

Sacred Heart and St. Matthias Share
Spotlight on Catholic Education
The Diocese of Metuchen has announced that Sacred Heart School and
Saint Matthias School in Somerset will
be "in the spotlight" at the 2009 Spotlight on Catholic Education dinner.
"We are very pleased with the selection of these two elementary schools,"
noted the Most Rev. Paul G. Bootkoski, Bishop of the Diocese of Metuchen. "They exemplify the quality
in academic standards and the tradition of faith formation provided by
all of the Catholic schools within the
Diocese of Metuchen, yet each has its
own unique environment."
During the coming months, Sacred
Heart and Saint Matthias schools will
be engaged in special activities designed
to raise funds and focus attention on
the value of Catholic education. The
culmination of their efforts will be
the 2009 Spotlight on Education
dinner to be held on Wednesday, April
22 at the Pines Manor in Edison.
Ellen Ayoub, Diocesan superinten- ,
dent of schools, noted that many families rely on the availability of tuition
assistance from the diocese to supplement their own personal financial sacrifice in order to send their children to
Catholic school. "Through the dinner, we have been able to help these
individuals," she said.
Half of the net proceeds from the
dinner go directly to the Foundation

(908)
7555300
Ext. 302

for Catholic Education to be used for executive director of the Department
much needed tuition grants. As a re- of Stewardship and Development said,
sult, every school in the Diocese is eli- "In addition to raising funds, the dingible to benefit from the dinner as ner also brings the corporate and busiwell as the families from every par- ness community to the realization that
ish. The "spotlighted" schools share Catholic education is a worthy investthe other half of the proceeds which ment. Catholic schools are the source
may be used at their discretion for edu- of energy and future leadership in our
cational or school operational needs. " church and our nation. By equipping
Since the inaugural dinner in 2003, our young people with a sound eduover $1,000,000 in net proceeds has cation, rooted in the Gospel message,
directly benefited the Foundation for we ensure that they have the moral
Catholic Education and previously foundation to live in our complex
"spotlighted" schools.
modern world."
Father Sylvester Cronin, Diocesan
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Leaving Home?

Moretti Realty

Your Pet Doesn't Have To

Experience Isn't Expensive,
It's Priceless.

THE LACERDA TEAM

Pet visiting

Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda
Sue Espin, MicheleLeavy
The Lacerda Team at
Century 21 Moretti Realty
1225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

The McCriskin-Gustafson Home
For Funerals invites you to join them
at their annual grief seminar on Sunday, Dec. 14 at Flanagan's Restaurant
from 11 a.m to 1 p.m.
The seminar will be led by Certified
Grief Specilaist Jessie Flynn and
brunch will be served. Whether your
loss occurred recently or several years
. ago, this seminar will offer steps in
coping with your loss. All are welcome. RSVP requested.
For additional information or to
RSVP, please call (908) 561-8000
or E-mail us at info@mccriskinfun
eralhome.com.

South Plainfield's Premier Real Estate Team

Daily dog walks
Overnight pet sitting
»]jf Medication administered
»&* Certified in pet first aid
•X* Bonded and insured

With daily news reports predicting
tough financial times ahead, is this
the right time to lock into a
multi-year car loan?
For a fraction of the sales tax on a
new or used vehicle, most cars can
1 s t Time Customers receive $5 off
be restored to new car
on a Lube, Oil, and Filter Service
performance
and reliability.
or $20 off any service over $1OO

Comfy Critters Pet Sitting is a well established,
experienced pet sitting service providing reliable,
safe care for your beloved pet. 20% off new
clients (South Plainfield only).
Call 732-599-9441, intro visit free!
- References available upon request

Let us check your car and show you your options FREE

pet's com% whew ytzu'm not home
SDog38@aol.com • www.comfycrittersnj.com

•

To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer calL9O8-668OOlO •

Monday, Dec. 15 at 6:30 p.m.
The program is for children ages
Through December 31
four and over. Participants will make
Edison Valley Playhouse, 2196 Oak a holiday door decoration. There is a
Tree Rd. in Edison, presents the New $2 materials fee, payable upon regisJersey premiere production of the new tration.
holiday musical, "Striking 12,'' on FriSpace is limited, pre-registration at
day and Saturday, Dec. 12, 13, 19, the library is required.
20, 26, 2 7 and New Year's Eve,
Wednesday, Dec. 31 (includes a spe- Breakfast with Santa
cial New Year's Eve party; call for de- December 21
tails.) Great for all ages and even betBring your cameras to the South
ter as a pre-New Year's Eve party primer event! Tickets: $20 adults; $15 stu- Plainfield Elks for breakfast with Santa
dents/seniors; dinner package avail- on Sunday, Dec. 21, 8 a.m. to noon
at the lodge at 1254 New Market Ave.
able.
Pancakes, French toast, bacon, sauFor tickets, call (908) 755-4654
sage, eggs to order, coffee, tea, milk
or visit www.evplayhouse.com to orand juice will be served.
der online. Visa/MC accepted.
Adults, $6; children ages 5-12, $4;
under 5 free.

"Striking 12"atEVP

Visit With Santa at
the Senior Center
December 13

South Plainfield Recreation invites
children ages newborn to 10 yearsold to visit with Santa on Saturday,
Dec. 13 from 1-3 p.m. at the Senior
Center. Gifts for all the children will be
handed out. Bring your own camera
to take pictures. Fee is $5/participant.
Pre-registration required at the PAL
by December 12.

Tree Lighting/
Holiday Caroling

Pancake Breakfast
at American Legion
December 21
American Legion Chaumont Post
243, located on Oak Tree Avenue,
will hold an all-you-can-eat pancake
breakfast on Sunday, Dec. 21 from 8
a.m. to noon. Everyone is welcome.
Adults $5, children $3, under six free.

Boy Scout Troop 125
Monster Truck Show
January 31

Boy Scout Troop 125 is sponsorDecember 13
ing a trip to the Monster Track Show
McCriskin-Gustafson Home For
at Izod Center on Saturday, Jan. 31.
Funerals and the South Plainfield RecThere will be a pit party on the arena
reation Department are co-sponsorfloor from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. before
ing this year's tree lighting and holiday
the 2 p.m. show. Pit party pass is $5
caroling celebration on Saturday, Dec.
and available to guests with 2 p.m.
13 at 4 p.m. Following the tree lightshow tickets (one pass per show ticket).
ing, members of the 101st Airborne
Children under 2 do not require a pass
Division "Color Guard will lead a proif accompanied by an adult with ticket
cession followed by Santa arid the high
arid pit pass. Pit party pass allows
school traveling choir in caroling to
guests to walk the track, meet comthe Senior Center where light refreshpetitors and get photos with the monments will be served.
ster trucks. Seating will be assigned
Everyone is invited to join in the once tickets are purchased. Tickets:
holiday celebration.
$25-adults; $14.50-children under
12; $5-pit party passes (while supBlackrose to Perform plies
last). Price does not include park-

December 13

Coming Up
December 18
Bally's Trip 8:20 a.m.
December 21
Christmas Luncheon,
12:30 p.m. $5 per person
MONDAYS
Silver Sneakers
Crocheting
Yoga
Art Class

8:30 am
9:30 am
10:30 am
11:30 am

NAPA Auto Care Center
Tire Center • Tune-Ups • Brakes •
Exhaust • Mufflers • Oil Changes
Alignment • A/C Repairs & Recharging

Holiday Kidcraft
Program at Library

tmiMmm,aummu.m.imm'^

December 15

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702

South Plainfield Public Library will
hold a holiday "Kidcraft" program on

3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield

ear fityle
Hcrir Cut - Waxing
Color - Perms
Facials - Highlights
Eyelashes & More...
is Welcome

Tel. (908) 76

25 South Pldinfield Avenue, South Plainfield

Senior Citizens [ liftO/

On Any

15% OFF \ \ncf~
(On any Chemical Services) ".

j U l l

THURSDAYS
Closed Christmas December 25-28
Pathmark
9 am
Crafts Class
10 am
Computer 10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Exercise Class
1:15 pm

FRIDAYS
TUESDAYS

Bingo
Ladies Group

Bingo
10 am-2 pm
10 am-2 pm
10 am Daily Activities: Morning coffee,
pool, cards, board games, crafts.
Lunch Served Monday-Friday.

908-754-1047
Center open daily 9 am - 12:30 pm, Saturdays 9 am
Closed Sundays
ing or transportation.
Order and pay by December 15.
Checks should be made out to Boy
Scout Troop 125. Mail to Marie
Markey 201 Lane Ave., South Plainfield, N.J. 07080. Paypal is also available, add $2 to each ticket price to
cover fees. Paypal address is Marie
markey@comcast.net or drop off orders on Monday nights at the VFW
on Front Street from 7:30-9 p.m.
Tickets may not arrive by Christmas;
put a note in a card. Makes a great gift.

Out of Town —
"A Christmas Carol"
at Bucks Playhouse
Through December 21
The Bucks County Playhouse in
New Hope, Pa. presents "A Christmas
Carol" through December 21.
Tickets are available online at www.
buckscountyplayhouse.com or by calling (215) 862-2041.

Mt. Pleasant Animal
Shelter Holiday Fair

Blackrose, a band performing classic rock and roll music and today's hits,
will perform at Rugs and Riffy's, located on Rahway Avenue in Woodbridge on Saturday, Dec. 13. at 10
p.m. No cover.

Aerobics
8:30 am
Line Dancing
10 am
Computer 10 am, 11:30 am, 1 pm
Crocheting
1 pm
Tai Chi
2 pm

For more information, call (973)
386-0590 or visit www.njshelter.org.

Edison Arts Society
1 Oth Anniversary
December 12
Edison Arts Society proudly celebrates their 10th anniversary season
on Friday, Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m. at the
Middlesex County College Performing Arts Center Mainstage Theatre,
2600 Woodbridge Ave. in Edison.
The program will include music, dance
and theatrical performances, literary
readings, and visual arts and new media/film presentations, from a selection of our nationally and internationally renowned artists and is free
and open to the public.
For more information, call the
Edison Arts Society at (908) 7532787, or visit www.edisonarts.org.
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books as members of Metuchen EMS
cook breakfast for attendees. This is a
key fundraiser for Metuchen EMS to
cover costs of medical supplies, insurance, vehicle maintenance and expenses associated with providing emergency care for the public.
For information, visit www.met
uchenems.org, call Bill Borden at
(732) 910-1620 or E-mail william
bordenjr@optonline.net.

Christmas Concert
December 14
Plainfield Gesang-und Turn-Verein
will hold a Christmas concert on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m. at Singer Hall,
220 Somerset St. in North Plainfield.
The chorus, under the direction of
the talented conductor, Johanna Teubner-Prussak invites you to attend this
wonderful concert.
Santa Claus will pay a visit with gifts
for the children.
After the concert, join the festivities over a cup of coffee and delicious
Christstollen.
Tickets are $17 in advance and $20
at the door. Children under 14 are free.
For information, call Gerda at
(908) 369-3359.

American Legion
Holiday Party
December 20
American Legion Post 401, 148
Major R d , Monmouth Junction, will
host their annual holiday party at the
post hall on Saturday Dec. 20, with
dinner served from 6-8 p.m., dancing
until midnight and great door prizes.
The event is open to the public, 21
and older. Tickets are $12.50. Only
80 will be sold. If available, tickets at
the door will be $15.
For information, call (732) 3299861. Tickets available now at the
post hall.

Storytime/Pictures
With Santa

"Video Games Live"
at the NJPAC

December 13

December 27

"Video Games Live" will be presented at New Jersey Performing Arts
Center (NJPAC) on Saturday, Dec.
December 12-14
27 at 2 and 8 p.m. An entertaining
new way to celebrate the holidaysThe annual holiday fair will be held
featuring a symphonic celebration of
December 13-14 at the Shelter, 194
classic video game scores-and interacRoute 10 West, Mt. Pleasant. Saturtive audience participation, this show
day hours are 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
combines the power and excitement
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
of a rock concert with the energy and
fair will also be open Friday, Dec. 12
emotion of a symphony orchestraduring shelter hours. Admission is free. Breakfast with Santa
spiked with the cutting-edge visuals,
December 14
technology, interactivity and immerBreakfast with Santa will be held sive fun that only video games can
on Sunday, Dec. 14 from 8 a.m. to 1 provide.
p.m atMetuchenEMS, 1 Safety Place
For tickets visit www.njpac.org or
in Metuchen. Adults $7; children $5. call 1-888 GO-NJPAC.
Santa will give out candy canes and
Pilgrim Covenant Church, 3121
Park Ave., is hosting a storytime and
pictures with Santa on Saturday, Dec.
13 between 5 and 7 p.m. Admission:
$5. Crafts, raffles, snack of cookies
and milk. Pictures with Santa $5 each
(optional). Storytime begins at 7 p.m.
For more information, call (908)
930-5040 or (908) 294-0634.

Visit
www.MikePfeifer.com

Your News is Good News to Us.
ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO SEND US
THEIRUPCOMING EVENTS.Make your event more successful by publicizing it in AROUND TOWN,
SEND US YOUR MILESTONES, Share your good news
with the community, i.e. promotions, births, engagements,
weddings, anniversaries, graduations. Include photos if you
like.
IS THERE SOMEONE YOU KNOW W H O MAKES A DIFFERENCE I N SOUTH PLAINFIELD? Let us know.

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
to allow readers to discuss and react to issues.
SEND US YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an event, take a
photo, write a caption identifying the event and people and
send it to us. The best photos record action and don't include so many people that it's impossible to identify anyone.
Please don't send us photocopies or laser prints. They don't
reproduce well. Digital photos should be 150 dpi or higher.
HOW TO CONTACT US. 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite IB,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080; phone: 908-668-0010; fax: 908668-8819 or email: spobserver@comcast.net.

USE TH E OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING TOOL. Introduce your business to the community. Promote your specials. Residents would rather patronize local businesses than SUBSCRIBE. It's $25. (in town) for one year!! Call us
travel out of town. It is more convenient and it's good for the or subscribe through the web at spobserver.com
local economy.
908-668-0010
fax 908-668-8819
SUGGEST A BUSINESS FOR US TO SPOTLIGHT. P v , South Plainfield
email:
If you've had great service in South Plainfield, share it with
your neighbors through the newspaper.
spobserver@comcast.net

Observer

.
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Milestones
Pete Kelly Fronts Rock Band West Gate
mm

The band. West Gate, will play at the Starland Ballroom January 31.
When local resident and 2005
South Plainfield High School graduate Pete Kelly put down his trumpet
after eighth grade to participate in athletics, he never imagined he would ever
perform music publicly again. To his
surprise he is currently enjoying unexpected success as front man for a
progressive rock band out of South
Orange called West Gate.
During his sophomore year at Set-

on Hall (SHU), two associates at the
university's radio station WSOU
heard Pete's voice during a DJ shift
and asked if he could sing. Kurt
Andrews and George Roskos, both
SHU music students, invited Pete to
do some demos in their recording studio. They were pleasantly surprised.
Combining with gifted musicians Rob
Struck from Montdair University and
Ken Abel from Temple University they

formed the band West Gate.
Their original music made an immediate impression. They have performed at many popular local rock
clubs including Maxwell's in Hoboken, Dingbatz in Clifton, The Knitting Factory in New York City and
Dexter's in Wayne, as well as the Irocedero in Philadelphia, EAmour's in
Staten Island and The Stone Pony.
West Gate is currently in the midst
of a club tour taking them from Fredericksburg, Va. to Boston, Mass. A big
date ahead is January 31 at the Starland
Ballroom, appearing on the bill with
Powerman 5000, a national recording artist.
Through all the excitement Pete has
maintained dean's list status throughout his four years at SHU, as well as
being an active intramural athlete and
a regular DJ on the university's award
winning radio station.
If you like good heavy metal/rock
and roll, keep an eye on these guys;
they seem to be on to something. Upcoming tour dates, reviews and a
sample of their music is posted at www.
myspace.com/westgatenj. The band's
Web site is westgateband.com/.

SCHOOL BOARD N o t e s
The Board of Education authorized the Superintendent of Schools
to submit the DPKs and Statement of
Assurances to the Commissioner of
Education in compliance with the provisions of N.J.A.C. 6A:30-3.2 (f).
The board approved the Intervention
and Referral Process and 504 Process
and the Comprehensive Nurses' Plan.
The BOE also approved the following: A second reading of Policy No.
2340 Field Trips; Policy No. 2452
Community Education; Policy No.
8540 Free and Reduced Rate Meals;
Regulation No. R7410 Maintenance
and Repair; first reading Regulation
No. R2460.7 Special Education-Free
and Appropriate Public Education;
first reading Regulation No. R24608 Special Education-Transition For
Early Intervention Programs to Preschool Programs; first reading Regulation No. R2460.I4 Special Education-in-Service Training; first reading
Regulation No. R3432 Sick Leave;
first reading-Regulation No. R4240
Employee Training; first reading Regulation No. 8630 Emergency School
Bus Procedures.
The BOE appointed the following:
Andrew Anderson-high school physical education long term substitute
teacher; Tara Janick-Grant School.
contractual art teacher temporary replacement; Catherine Flannery-Riley
elementary long term substitute;
Cynthia Wong-high school special
education teacher; Thomas Englishmiddle school long term substitute
teacher; Heather Rienzo-Roosevelt
elementary long term substitute
teacher; high school detention supervisor appointments; after school SAT
prep instruction appointments; Ellyn
Schwartz-middle school drama coach
and Sarah Bruce-assistant drama
coach; Bryan Holt-assistant winter
track; Steven Johnson assistant high
school wrestling; Tawny Lyles-high
school after school gymnasium supervisor; Kathleen Zoda-adult and continuing education SAT preparation
teacher; Andrea Gustafson-aftercare
program latchkey aide; Bertrand
DiLollo and Nicole Plate-substitute
instructional support/duty aide; and
approved the purchase of two pickup
trucks under state contract.
Thank you to the staff and students
of the South Plainfield Middle School
and Joe Blondo and the Student

Council for preparation of the Faculty/Student Basketball Fundraiser
held on November 25. Thank you to
the PTO for obtaining and selling
baked goods, Tree Olano for arrangements, Eileen Brady, Janie Walsh, Diane
Conroy for obtaining the drinks from
Pepsi, Eddie Eggert for the donation of
Herrs products and to Jane Dornick
for your constant coverage.
Thank you to John, Kathy and
Nick from Flanagan's for going above
and beyond catering the high school
boys soccer team dinner.
The South Plainfield High School

Football Team dinner will take place
on December 12 at the Polish Home.
Contact Mrs. Sachs or Mrs. Luckey
for information regarding the dinner.
The SPHS Athletic Booster Club in
conjunction with Peer Leadership students held a new toy drive during the
Thanksgiving Day football game at
Tost Held. Thank you to Km&Ullom
for arrangements along with Mrs.
Wrublevski and students Michael
Boyle, Rachael Smith, Lyndsay Barton
and Kara Thomas. Also thank you to
the booster club for your donation of
rolls to Keystone community.

Rotary Students of the Month (L-R): Erik White, SPHS Principal Dr. Kenneth
May and Stephanie Lanza.

South Plainfield High School Names
Edison Rotary Students of the Month
Principal Dr. Ken May has announced the South Plainfield High
School September Rotary Students
of the Month: seniors Stephanie
Lanza and Erik White.
Stephanie is the vice president of
the senior class and actively involved
in Peer Leaders, O' Ambassador's, student council, Jerseyans History Club
and has lettered in track. Stephanie has
been involved in her church and community and after graduating, she plans
on pursuing a career in early child-

Share Your Good News... Send us your Milestones!
Email:spobserver@comcast.net*Fax:

Open Christmas Eve til 400 pm

FREE DELIVERY
Assorted Sandwich Trays
Sloppy Joe Platters
3 to 6 f t . Siant Heros

Homemade Salads
Full line of "Hot" Trays
Cookie <& Pastry Trays
"Quality Food For The Everyday Hero" I

celebrate ceremonially// 2. to notice (something),
to pay special attention to / / 3. (a) to look at with
attention / / 4. to perceive, notice, come to know by seeing// 5.
to comment, to note attentively

HOMETOWN HEROSI

We love this town. We hope you love it too.
Subscribe to the only newspaper for
South Plainfield. Call 908-668-0010.

340 Hamilton Blvd.
(908) 755-HERO (4376)
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raserver

The Best Deals Of The Season

ARE AT REYDEL VOLKSWAGEN!
lira
2009 GREEN CAR OF THE YEAR!1
IN STOCK TO
48MPG! I 12CHOOSE
FROM!

'03 Mini Cooper S

908-668-8819

lirktmasEm Caterii

ob • serve (v.t): 1. to

UP TO

hood education.
Erik is president of the National
Honor Society, student council secretary and the president of Student
Leadership. Erik has helped to coordinate fundraisers for UNICEF and
volunteered for a Halloween Haunted
Trail, which benefits a social group
for teens with special needs. Erik also
volunteers his time at the Children's
Specialized Hospital and works parttime as a physical therapy aide, golf
caddie and umpire.

/
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TOUAREG
s«vf

SE795

.Certified

By & See
Me Personally!

ion

PreLoved

You've Got A
Neighbor In The

$15995
Dos Auto.

G. JONES,
GENERAL MANAGER

Route27
Edison, NJ

25 YEARS!

www.reydelvw.com • 1-888-937-7393 '
Prices include oil costs to be paid by a consumer escepf lie, reg & taxes. This offer cannot
be combined w/ony other offers. Pics for illustration purposes only. Not resp. for typos. *2.0l Turbochorged 14, man irons, pwr srr/ABS air Stk#90307,
VIW9W057062, MSRP $22,640. **V6,6 spil outo w/OD, pwr str/ABS/wind//locks/seat, air, 5716 demo mi, V!I#8DO(>1106, MSRP $46,790. Price in lieu if low APR. tBy Green Cat Journal. Foi more info go to GreenCor.com.
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SPHS Combined
Holiday Concert

The Lights Are On! The Russo Family at 17 George Street has changed
their Christmas light show this year. Be sure to stop by from now through
the new year and tune your car radio to 107.3 FM.

• The South Plainfield High School
Music Department will hold their holiday concert on Thursday, Dec. 18 at
7 p.m. in the high school auditorium.
It is a combined concert that includes
the concert band, choral department
and orchestra.
Come, enjoy this festive event!
Tickets are $3/adults; $2 students and
senior citizens. Any student who
shows their "Gold Card" will be admitted free. Refreshments will be available for sale during intermission.
The following items will also be
available that evening to purchase for
any last minute shoppers: band/guard
blankets $47; hot/cold mugs $6;
drawstring nylon bags $10; marching band tshirts $5 and cowbells $3.

Care will play a vital role in the coming year as our dedicated medical staff
continues to work tirelessly for our
most vulnerable patients. My sincerest thanks to COACHes Care for all
they do for JFK and the children of
the greater South Plainfield community."
COACHes Care chairman Tom
McCreesh explained the foundation's
successful fundraising saying, "We have
a group of gentlemen that work year
round to make our tournament a special event. Couple that with the tremendous support we receivefromour
volunteers, golfers and sponsors each
year and you have a winning combi-

i

Younger members of Sacred Heart Church were thanked for their volunteerism by Father John Alvarado during a special Mass recently. Youth
participate in many church functions and activities including choir, bell
ringers, Sunday mass readers and altar servers.

Sacred Heart School's First Marking
Period Honor Roll, Principal's List

COACHes Care Donates $40,000 to
JFK Pediatric Neurological Center
Off of the success of the fifth annual sold out golf outing in June,
COACHes Care donated 40,000 to
JFK Medical Center's Pediatric Neurological & Neuro-Developmental
Clinic located on Oak Tree Road. The
donation will assist the neurologists
in their efforts to diagnose brain tumors in children as well as support
these patients in their rehabilitation
after surgery Included in the donation will be the formation of a classroom that will be named the
COACHes Care Classroom, after the
charity. JFK Foundation President,
John G. Nolan Jr. stated, "The financial assistance provided by COACHes

k

Grade 4A

nation that makes the effort worthwhile. Year after year, South Plainfield
and our surrounding towns continue
to prove they are great communities
to live in, and we are truly blessed to
be associated with so many good
people." The name COACHes Care
includes an acronym standing for
Coaches Offering Assistance for
Children's Health. Formed in May of
2001 with the goal of helping sick
children, the organization has donated
over $200,000 to charitable organizations.

Anyone seeking information about
the charity may call (908) 755-8468
or seek out the committee consisting
of McCreesh, Tom Lanza, Tony Cassano, Kurt Ullom, Ted Tucker, Tony
Cassano, Guy Moretti, Bill DeNitzio
The Borough of South Plainfield is posal package from the Municipal and Keith Heckel. The 2009 golf outaccepting proposals from contractors Clerk's Office, 2480 Plainfield Av- ing is scheduled for June 13 at the
for snow plowing for the winter sea- enue, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Heron Glen Golf Course in Ringoes.
son commencing on or around De- Completed packages must be submitcember 22 and ending April 15, ted no later than December 22,2008.
2009.
Any questions, please contact
Trucks-utilized must be at least Joseph Glowacki, Public Works
The McCriskin-Gustafson Home
1996 or newer and have a manufac- superintendent, at (908) 755-2187 For Funerals, along with the South
turer's gross vehicle weight of at least between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3 Plainfield Recreation Department, inp.m.
15,000 pounds.
vite the entire community to participate in this year's tree lighting and holiThose interested may pick up a proday caroling celebration.
On Saturday, Dec. 13 at 4 p.m. the
pine tree that stands 85ft.tall on the
front lawn of the funeral home will
once again be lit. This will mark the
24th year the tree will be lit in memory
of the members of Task Force 3-502
101st Airborne Division who tragically died1 when their plane crashed in
Gander, New Foundland on December 12,1985 on their way home from
A Source for Medical/Dental/ Wellness Professionals
a tour of duty.
As part of this year's ceremony, Rick
McCriskin of the funeral home and
COSMETIC &. GENERAL DENTISTRY
Kevin Hughes of the recreation department, at the suggestion of Assem-

Borough Accepting Snow Plowing Bids

Principal's List-Myma Brignol
and Emily Kearney
Honor Roll-Nora Bogart, Alisa
Nguyen, Alyssa Pitt, Zeli-Ann Policarpio, Rebeca Rhein and-Michaela
Theratril
Most Improved-Nathaniel Lee

Grade 7A
Principal's List-Alexander LeGrand, Jessica Thomas
Honor Roll-Rose Bach, Patrick
Bogart, Daniel Cabrera, Juliana Deguns, Thomas Ginda, Sabrina Inigo,
Mia Mathis, Brandon Ozbalik and
Kerri Salvatore
Mostlrnpixjved-KirnbenyChaluisan

Grade 5A
Honor Roll-Joshua DeCastro,
Daisy Garcia, Angela German, Scott
Pietschker, Nicole Walker and Madison Zieger
Grade 6A
Principal's List-Morgan Miller
and Giovanna Nolan
Honor Roll-Onyinye Ibekwe,
Angela LoBosco, Virginia Novak
and Eliza Rodriguez
Most Improved: Ian Brewer

Grade 7B

Principal's List-Emily Dzioba,
Brittany Ferriera, Roxanne Lee,
Arthur Wright
Honor Roll-Joseph Habib and
Aryanna Torres
Grade 8 A
Principal's List-Taylor Alijari,
Jordana Approvato, Himanshu Patel
Honor Roll-Erick Colonnello,
Imani Delk, Janee Edwards,Colleen
Faede, Stephanie Kearney, Devyn
Nolan, Maia Plummer

Community Tree Lighting and Holiday Caroling

& MATTERS

DURHAM DENTAL CENTER
281 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield (908) 791-0900

10% OFF !

•

bers of the 101st Airborne Division
Color Guard will lead the procession
in caroling down Plainfield Avenue to
the Senior Center, followed by Santa
and the South Plainfield High School
traveling choir. light refreshments will
be served at the conclusion.
Everyone is invited to participate and
help kick off this year's holiday season.

Homeside Hospice Seeks Volunteers
Homeside Hospice, a nurse-owned,
nurse-operated hospice program providing caring, compassionate end-oflife care to patients and their families,
needs your help. Can you spare an
hour or two a week to provide companionship to someone in need, or

to read to them? No special skill required, just a desire to help, full training provided. Help out your local
community! Volunteer opportunities
available in Fanwood and Cranford.
Contact Julie Vemiero, Homeside
Hospice, 732-381-3444.

Business Owners:

15% Off

Grand Opening Special j : All Borough of South Plainfield
Employees, Firefighters and
New Patients Only-Expires 12/27/08 •
Rescue Squad Members

blyman Patrick J. Diegnan, will coordinate the recreation department's
annual caroling program along with
the funeral home tree lighting ceremony Orchestrating both events into
one town-wide program will provide
residents the opportunity to celebrate
the holiday season as a community.
Following the tree lighting, mem-

Want to be noticed?
PRE-OWNED
VEHICLESALES

Advertise in the most read
newspaper in South Plainfield.

Dr. Loay Deifallah, DDS • Most Insurance Accepted • Se Habla Espanol

ARE YOU LOOKING FDR A DUALITY.
PRE-OWNED VEHICLE?

A^qnced Chiropractic
Wellness Center
904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite O, South Plainfield
(908) 561-1777 Fax: 908-561-9711
• Neck pain, back pain, headaches, numbness,
tingling, weakness & pain in arms and legs
i • Fibromyalgia • Sciatica • Personal Injury
| • Bulging and herriiated discs
1
16 years experience
• Convenient hours Mon.-Sat.
1
Walk-ins Welcome

I

our quality, pre-owned vehicles.

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield
27 Convenient Locations
Extended Lobby Hours
. , , : : . •

Contact: Darlene Pinto
908.561.9160 • 4900 Hadley Center Drive
So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

ands
Community Bank
Community People... local Decisions

Dr. Norayr Ozbalik, DC Most major medical insurance & Medicare accepted

^__

Covering
South Plainfield
Since 1997

For information, call 908-668-0010.
skylandscombank.com

To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010
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SHPS Bowling

By Ralph Fech

Lady Tigers Clobber Monroe...
Edged by Carteret and Colonia
SPHS
697-620-605-1922
Colonia
847-880-816-2543
Lyndsey Murtagh rolled games of 177 and 171, but it wasn't enough as the
Lady Tigers were jolted by a hot-shooting Colonia squad. Katie Salvatore
chipped in with a 161 game.
SPHS
Carteret

784-785-801^2370
1009-789-834-2632

The girls threw a scare into State Group 2 champion Carteret as the Ramblers
squeezed out a 4 pin edge in the second game and held off the scrappy Tigers to
prevent the upset. Jackie Kukuch led all scorers with 211-226-180 for a sparkling 617 set. Fellow teammates' scores: Gin Curcio 196, Lyndsey Murtagh 180
and Katie Salvatore 175. All turned in solid performances for the Tigers.
SPHS
Monroe

Wlllll;:::::zv:i;

Students Garner $5,585 at Education Telethon

915-782-782-2479
695-631-663-1989

The girls chalked up victory number one as they won all three games and By Patricia Abbott
clobbered Monroe. Gina Curcio fired a booming 247 game and 528 set.
The South Plainfield Education
Lyndsey Murtagh added a 201 and 524. High set honors went to Jackie Foundation, Inc. recently held their
Kukuch who turned in a solid 187-174-182 for a 543.
11th annual telethon. On December
1-3 students and foundation members gathered in the high school library
There were nine phone stations set
up where teams of three to four students made phone calls and stuffed
envelopes. The goal was to solicit doSPHS
798-772-759-2329
nations for the foundation's scholarColonia
1052-960-992-3004
ship program. During the course of
The boys lost their season opener to defending White Division champion the three days approximately 100 stuColonia. Senior Captain Mike Dandola led all scorers with games of 224-215- dents from the National Honor Soci224 for a sparkling 664 high set. Tim Moskal chipped in with a 177 game.
ety, Student Council and other school
organizations volunteered their time.
SPHS
786-854-829-2469
Cartaret
941-875-938-2757
Ten teams competed for prizes.
Mike Dandola crushed the pocket with games of 193-237-268 for a sizzling Ralph Errico explained, "During the
698 high set, but it was not enough to keep the Tigers from falling to a tough envelope stuffing portion we awarded
scholarship money toward the team
Carteret. Tim Moskal added a 183 game and freshman Andrew Yon a 175.
that stuffed the most envelopes. DurSPHS
918-830-755-2503
ing the telethon portion we awarded
Monroe
926-903-851-2680
scholarship money toward the team
The young boys team rolled its highest series of the season, but it was not that received the most pledges for that
enough as they fell victim to a hot shooting Monroe team. Mike Dandola 236 particular evening."
and Tim Moskal 201 led the Tigers who also received solid support from
Hometown Heros donated sandfreshman Nick Kukuch 479 and Andrew Yon with a 460 set.
wiches on Monday night. On Tuesday and Wednesday adult volunteers
from the Education Foundation,
Marge Reedy, Frank Rainear, Charlie
and Debbie Kurland, Dr. Fred Ober-

Dandola Sizzles... 268 Game...
698 Set, But Tiger Bowlers Fall

Sessions as low as $ 3 0 . 0 0
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THE ONE STEP BODY PROGRAM One Step Body
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.m designed
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Student volunteers man the phones during South Plainfield Education Foundation's annual telethon.
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kehr, Rob Richkus, Mike Roughton,
Carolyn Allen, Ellen Decker-Lorys,
and Michelle Fugazzi provided pizza
for the students. The soft drinks, water and paper products were provided
by Sodexho Services.
The letters that were mailed to residents requested donations or confirmed telephone donations. They read,
"The South Plainfield Education Foundation plays a significant role in supporting our students through various
programs. In our 11 year history, we
have provided over 100 scholarships
in excess of $200,000, $125,000 in
endowments, $31,500 for curriculum
programs, $18,000 for academic incentive programs such as the Gold
Card and $30,000 in school equipment. The South Plainfield Education
Foundation also coordinates scholarships sponsored by individuals, businesses and other organizations in the
community."

for donating the printing of the raffle
tickets and for printing all of our supplies for the telethon; all the members
of the foundation for all their help;
and finally, the students at the high
school for donating their time."
As of presstime $5,585 had been
pledged during the three-day telethon.
This does not include donations that
may result from the letters mailed to
residents who do not have students in
the district.
The telethon was initiated by the
late Emil Leporino, who founded the
education foundation in 1994.
Foundation Board of Directors are
Marjorie Reedy-president, Frank
Rainear-vice president, Robert Richkus-education VP, Ken LaFrenieretreasurer, Carolyn Allen-secretary.
Members are Ellen Decker-Lorys,
Ralph Errico, Michelle Fugazzi, Shannon Jeffreys, Robert Jones, Charles
Kurland, Frank Mikorski, Jose
Foundation President Marge Reedy Negron, Dr. Frederick Oberkehr and
said, "The foundation truly appreci- Mike Roughton.
ates the response over the years from
If you or your business or organithe community of South Plainfield. zation wishes to sponsor a memorial
Without this fundraiser, we would scholarship, please call Marjorie Reedy
have limited funds for scholarships and at (908) 561-5800, ext. 302 Monto provide incentive programs in the day through Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. or
district such as the Gold Card at the call (908) 561-3951. The foundahigh school. I would also like to men- tion says, "We thank you for your
tion some people to thank... Sodexho concern and support of the young
services for providing the soda and people in South Plainfield. Your gift
water and paper products each night confirms the importance of the
for the food; CMF Business Supplies South
Plainfield
Education
for the glue sticks; Russ Mattoon and Foundation's objective to support
Ralph Errico for all their help with the programs that 'encourage good citisetup of the telethon; Presto Printing zenship and academic excellence'."

Beat the 2009 Price Increase;
Order an Observer Subscription Now!

Act Now
Before
January 1

If you want to keep up with what's going on in South Plainfield, there's no better time than now to beat
the 2OO9 rate increase. Our current $25 subscription rate has been in effect since 1997. Due to postal
increases over the past 11 years, we will be increasing our subscription rate to $29.95; out-of-town $34.95.
New rates go in effect January 1, so call now (908-668-0010) to beat the price increase for $25 to the #1
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County Ice
Skating
Rink Opens
Middlesex County's popular
Roosevelt Park Family Ice Skating
Rink opened for its sixth season on
November 26.
"The Family Ice Skating Rink has
become one of our most popular venues, welcoming more than 18,000
skaters last season alone," said Middlesex County Deputy Freeholder
Director Stephen J. "Pete" Dalina.
"We believe this is the perfect place to
Three South Plainfield High School seniors played in the North Jersey Allspend quality family time, and our
Star Field Hockey game at Montclair State University on December 7.
residents apparently agree."
Cathy Krawiec, Kaleigh White and Kara Thomas were chosen from the
high school varsity field hockey team to represent Middlesex County and
The rink is located at the Level PlaySouth Plainfield High in a field hockey event sponsored by the New Jersey
ing Fields Complex inside Roosevelt
Field Hockey Association. Despite the frigid conditions and a few snow
Park, which is adjacent to Menlo Park
showers the girls played their best and tied the opposing team 1-1. The
Mall in Edison.
tieing score was made during the last few seconds of the game making
Accredited group and private lesit even more exciting and a great way to finish the girls winning season.
sons are available. The rink is available
for birthday parties and private events.
Call (732) 494-3785 for information and reservations.
Hours of operation are Wednesday through Friday from 5-9 p.m.;
Saturday and holidays from noon to
4 p.m. and 5 to 9 p.m. and on Sunday from noon to 3 p.m. and 4 to 7
Spring Registration: We have com- before January ^sfiJfUf
p.m. The rink is closed on Monday,
1,
2009
will
not
inpleted our final registration this year
Tuesday, and Christmas Day.
for the 2009 Spring baseball season. cur a $20 late fee. Be sure to include a
Per session admission is $5 for adults
But if s not too late to avoid a $20 fee copy of your child's birth certificate if
and
$4 for senior citizens and children
for late registration. You can down- they are new to the SPJBC. We can17 and under. Discounts are available
not
identify
team
needs
and
schedules
load the registration forms from our
for multi-session passes and groups.
Web site at www.leaguelineup.com/ for the season until we complete regFor more information or to book
spjbc and mail it directly to the address istration.
an
event, call (732) 494-3785 or visit
Sign Sponsors: Become a sign
on the form. Any registration received
sponsor with the SPJBC. This is a www.Co.middlesex.nj.us.
great way to attract local patrons to
The South Plainfield Elks Veterans
your business. Your name in front of
Committee is selling the
thousands of local residents-just
ENTERTAINMENT BOOK for $25.
download the forms from our Web
Contact Lou Peralta at
site or contact Gary Rohrer at (908)
908-756-6406.
380-3346 for more information.

JUNIOR BASEBALL
CLUB NOTES

Real Estate
Questions?

Visit www.MikePfeifer.com

2008 LBI PRESIDENT'S CUP CHAMPIONS-Sea-Oaks, Stone Harbor and
Harbor Pines were the host for the grueling two-day 63-hole President's
Cup event. The champions squeezed out a 46-35 victory as they
successfully defended the cup. Pictured (L-R) are Tom Casavant, Charles
Woodhull, Fred Behr, Frank Cirigliano, Douglas Graham, Lenny Padula,
Bill Lane, Joe Sosnak, Fred Behr, Bill Schulte and Jack Kudrick. Kneeling
is Ralph Fech.

Wrestling

By Joe Sacco

Recreation Wrestlers
Crown Four Champs
This past weekend the South
Plainfield Recreation Wrestling team
participated in both the Bridgewater
Novice and Bridgewater Battle for the
Belt wrestling tournaments.
In the novice division, the young
Tigers struck gold winning four championships. Taking home first place
medals were Jordan Hamberg, Luke
Niemeyer, Ryan Duhamel and Ryan
Stankan. In second place were: Marcus
Czarrunchick, Mitchell McKee, Anthony Massaro, Joseph Anesh, Peter
Marotta, Ryan Marston and Richard
Marcovecchio. Third place finishes
went to Cody Huntertpn, Joey Walker, Xavier Santos and Anthony Pen-

yak. Fourth place finishers were
Dominic Faustini, Gabriel Painton,
Harrison Anesh, Tommy Sikanowicz
and Darius Mullens.
t South Plainfield sent a team of 11
wrestlers to Bridgewater's Battle for
the Belt. This is one of New Jersey's
most highly regarded tournaments
with wrestlers coming from as far away
as Kentucky to participate.
* Joey Heilmann was the lone medal
winner for South Plainfield, bringing
home the bronze. Joey went 3-1 scoring a pin, a 13-0 major decision and a
6-0 decision enroute to his third place
finish.

LEGAL NOTICES
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ORDINANCE 1840
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT:
Ord. No. 1840 entitled: AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSING AND REGULATION OF. CHARITABLE CLOTHING BINS PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF NEW JERSEY STATUTE 40:48-2.60, ET SEQ. was
adopted on first reading and advertised in The
Observer on Friday, December 12, 2008, and
that a public hearing be scheduled for Monday,
December 22, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080.
ORDINANCE NO. 1840
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSING AND REGULATION OF CHARITABLE CLOTHING BINS PURSUANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF NEW JERSEY STATUTE
40:48-2.60, ET SEQ.
WHEREAS, the State of New Jersey has enacted N.J.S.A. 40:48-2.60, et seq., which provides that effective January 1, 2009, no person
or entity can place a charitable clothing bin in
a municipality without obtaining a permit and
complying with certain provisions as set forth
therein; and
WHEREAS, the Borough of South Plainfield
wishes to enact the appropriate procedures
and regulations pursuant to the Statute so that
charitable clothing bins can be located within
the municipality;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of South
Plainfield, County of Middlesex, State of New
Jersey, that a new chapter shall be created for
inclusion within the Code of the Borough of
South Plainfield to be titled "Charitable Clothing Bins" to be as set forth as follows:
SECTION 1 - DEFINITIONS. As used in this
Chapter, the following terms shall have the
meanings as indicated:
SOLICITATION/SOLICIT-The request, directly
or indirectly, for money, credit, property, financial assistance, or any other thing of any kind of
value. It shall include, but not be limited to the
use or employment of canisters, cards, receptacles or similar devices for the collection of
money or other thing of value. A solicitation
shall take place whether or not the person making the solicitation receives any contribution.
APPROPRIATE MUNICIPAL AGENCY-Office of
the Municipal Clerk.
CLOTHING BIN-Any enclosed receptacle or
container made of metal, steel or similar product and designed or intended for the donation
and temporary storage or clothing or other
material.

SECTION 2 - REQUIREMENTS FOR PLACEMENT, USE OF CLOTHING BIN FOR
SOLITICATION PURPOSES.
A. No person shall place, use or employ a donation clothing bin for solicitation purposes
unless all of the following requirements are
met:
1. The person has obtained a permit, valid
for one year, from the appropriate municipal agency in accordance' with the following:
a. In applying for such permit, the person shall include the location where
the bin should be situated as< precisely
as possible; the manner in which the
person anticipates any clothing or
other donations collected via the bin
would be used, sold or disbursed, and
the method by which the proceeds of
the collected donations would be allocated or spent; the name and telephone number of the bona fide office
of any person or entity which may
. share or profit from any clothing or
other donations collected by the bin;
and written consent from the property owner to place the bin on his/her
property.
b. The appropriate municipal agency
shall not grant an application for a
permit to place, use or employ a donation clothing bin if it determines that
the placement of the bin could constitute a safety hazard. Such hazards
shall include, but not be limited to the
placement of a donation clothing bin
- within 100 yards of any place which
stores large amounts of, or sells fuel
or other flammable liquids or gases.
c. The appropriate municipal agency
shall collect a fee for each application in the amount of $25.00 to offsets
costs of enforcing this law.
d. An expiring permit for a donation
clothing bin may be renewed upon
application for renewal and payment
of the $25.00 fee. Any such application for renewal shall include the location where the bin is situated as
precisely as possible, and if the person intends to move it, the new location where the bin would be situated
after the renewal is granted, and written consent from the property owner
to place the bin on his/her property;
the manner in which the person has
used, sold or disbursed any clothing
or other donations collected by the
bin, the method by which the proceeds of collected donations have
been allocated or spent, and any
changes the person anticipates they
may make in these processes during

the period covered by the renewal;
and the name and telephone number of the bona fide office of any entity
or person which shared or profited by
any clothing or other donations collected by the bin, and of any entities
or person which may do so during the
period covered by renewal,
e. The permit number and its date of
expiration shall be clearly and conspicuously displayed on the exterior
of the donation clothing bin, in addition to the information required in
paragraph (d) of this Section.

by the bin would be used, sold or disbursed, and the method by which the
proceeds of collected donations
would be allocated or spent.
SECTION 3 - RECEIPT, INVESTIGATION OF
COMPLAINTS RECEIVED RELATIVE TO "
DONATION CLOTHING BIN.

agency may restore the eligibility of a
person who acts within the public interest and demonstrates that he/she made
a good faith effort to comply with the
provisions of this Chapter and other applicable laws and regulations, or had no
fraudulent intentions.

This Ordinance shall take effect upon final pasA. The appropriate municipal agency within
sage and publication in accordance with New
the municipality in which a clothing bin has
Jersey
law.
been placed shall receive and investigate,
within 30 days, any complaints from the
ATTEST:
public about the bin. Whenever it appears
Joann Graf/Acting Municipal Clerk
to the appropriate municipal agency that a
$311.00
December 12,2008
person has engaged in or is engaging ip any
2. The person and any other entity which
act or practice in violation of this Chapter,
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
may share or profit from any clothing or
the person who placed the bin shall be isMIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
other donations collected by the bin, shall
sued a warning stating that if the violation is
LEGAL NOTICE
.maintain a bona fide office where a repnot rectified or a hearing with the appropri. resentative of the person or other entity,
ate municipal agency is not requested
ORDINANCE 1838
respectively, can be reached at a telewithin 45 days, the bin will be seized or reBE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
phone information line during normal
moved at the expense of the person who
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
business hours for the purpose of offering
placed the bin, and any clothing or other
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT:
information concerning the person or
donations collected will be sold at auction
other entity. An answering machine or
or otherwise disposed. In addition to any
Ord. No. 1836 entitled: AN ORDINANCE
service unrelated to the person does not
other means used to notify the person who
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 1754 CONCERNconstitute a bona fide office.
placed the bin, such warning shall be affixed
ING THE SALE OF MUNICIPAL LAND KNOWN
to
the
exterior
of
the
bin
itself.
If
the
person
AS
LOT 362, LOT 6.01 IN THE BOROUGH OF
3. The following information must clearly
who placed the bin does not rectify the vio- SOUTH PLAINFIELD OF AND AUTHORIZING
and conspicuously be displayed on the
lation or request a hearing within 45 days of
THE ISSUANCE OF A CORRECTIVE DEED was
exterior of the donation clothing bin:
the posting of the warning, the appropriate
presented for adoption after a public hearing
a. The name and address of the regismunicipal agency may seize the bin, remove
was held by the Mayor and Council on Monday,
tered person that owns the bin and of
it, or have it removed 'at the expense of the
December 8, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal
any other entity which may share or
person who placed the bin, and sell it at public.
Building, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South
profit from any clothing or other doauction or otherwise dispose of any clothPlainfield, NJ 07080.
nations collected by the bin;
ing or other donations collected via the bin.
ATTEST:
b. The telephone number of the person's
Any proceeds from the sale of the donations
Joann Graf/Acting Municipal Clerk
bona fide office, and if applicable, the
collected shall be paid to the financial oftelephone number of the bona fide
ficer of the municipality.
December 12,2008
$28.60
office of any other entity which may
SECTION 4 - ADDITIONAL PENALTIES AND
share or profit from the clothing or
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
REMEDIES.
donations;
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
A. In addition to any other penalties or remec. In cases when any entity other than
LEGAL NOTICE
dies authorized by the laws of this State,
the person who owns the bin may
anyone found in violation of this Chapter,
share the profit from any clothing or
ORDINANCE 1839
which results in seizure of the donation clothdonations, a notice, written in a clear
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
ing bin shall be:
and easily understandable manner,
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
indicating that clothing or other do1. Subject to a penalty of up to $20,000.00
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT:
nations collected by the bin, a notice,
for each violation. The appropriate muwritten in a clear and easily underOrd. No. 1839 entitled: AN ORDINANCE
nicipal agency may bring the action in
standable manner indicating that
AMENDING ORDINANCE #1701 ENTITLED: AN
the Municipal Court or Superior Court as
clothing or other donations collected
ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE COMPENa summary proceeding pursuant to
by the bni, their proceeds, or both,
SATION OF OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES OF
N.J.S.A. 2A:58-10, et seq., and any penmay be shared, or given entirely to an
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD AND
alty funds collected shall be paid to the
entity other than the person owning
THE METHOD OF PAYMENT OF SUCH
Chief Financial Officer of the municipalthe bin, and identifying all such entiCOMPENSATION FOR THE YEARS 2009
ity; and
. ties which share such donations; and
THROUGH 2011 was presented for adoption
2. Be deemed ineligible to place, use or
after a public hearing was held by the Mayor
d. A statement, consistent with the inforemploy a donation clothing bin for soliciand Council on Monday, December 8, 2008 at
mation provided by the appropriate
tation purposes pursuant to this Chap7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 2480
municipal agency in the most recent
ter. A person disqualified from placing,
Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.
permit or renewal application purusing or employing a donation clothing
suant to subparagraph (a) of paraATTEST:
bin by violating the provisions of this
graph 1, indicating the manner in
Joann Graf/Acting Municipal Clerk
Chapter may apply to the appropriate
which the person anticipates any
municipal agency to have the eligibility
$28.50
December 12,2008
clothing or other donations collected
restored. The appropriate municipal
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Obituaries
Born in Plainfield, he grew up in
South Plainfield. Gary resided in Avenel
Victor Gualano died on Thursday, for a short time and Toms River for
Dec. 4 at Trinitas Hospital in Eliza- 20 years before returning to South
Plainfield.
beth.
For over 30 years, Gary owned and
Born in Cetraro, Italy, he came to
the United States on Columbus Day operated a landscaping businesses. In
at the age of 12. He lived in Elizabeth addition, he also drove oil and gas
before settling in Roselle Park in 1959. trucks for various local Central Jersey
Victor served in the U.S. Army in companies.
He had a love for baseball. He was a
World War II in England and Belgium
as a telephone switchboard operator dedicated Yankees fan and coached,
from 1943 until his honorable dis- managed and even served as president
charge in 1946. He received the World of the Toms River East Little League.
War II Victory Medal, Good Conduct He enjoyed plants, woodworking and
Medal, EAMEOampaignMedal, as well being a jack-of-all-trades.
as an American Campaign Medal.
Garywas predeceased by his mother,
He graduated from Jefferson High Joan (Stevens) Goldsack.
School in 1942 and was awarded a
He is survived by three children,
full scholarship to Columbia Univer- Garrett II and wife Jennifer of Branchsity, where he earned both a bachelor burg, Kristen Goldsack of Toms River
of arts and masters of arts degree. In and Kimberly Tsucalas and husband
1952, Victor and his wife, Nora, did a Matthew of Island Heights; his father,
tour working for the U.S. Mission to Robert of Nashua, N.H.; a grandson,
the United Nations in Paris, under U.S. Matthew Tsucalas II; eight siblings,
Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. Robert and wife Diana, Wendy and
Upon returning to the United States, husband George Robel, Scott and wife
he became an English teacher at Tho- Kris, Karen and husband Mark Lemas Jefferson High School and later at Febrye, Kimberly and husband Kevin
Elizabeth High School, as well as the O'Neill, Doug and wife Justine, Lori
Jewish Educational Center in Elizabeth. and husband Larry Viola and Keith and
A dedicated teacher, he spent most of wife Sara.
his life, before and after his retirement,
He also leaves behind the brother
pursuing first amendment rights, espe- he chose, Tim Curran; 18 nieces and
cially relatedfostudents. Heretiredfrom nephews and his dog, Hershey
teaching in 1994 at the age of 72.
Funeral services were held at McVictor served as president of the Ciiskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.
Elizabeth Teachers Union and was formerly president of the Italian American Club of the Saint Benedict Society in Elizabeth. He was also a devout
Anne Knuths passed away on Frimember of the Church of Assumption
day,
Nov. 21 at the New York Presbyin Roselle Park.
terian
Hospital.
Victor loved New York City and
Born
in St. Louis, Mo., she grew
would often take the bus to New York
up
on
a
farm in Lowville, N.Y and
to visit his favorite sights-The United
was
a
longtime
resident of South
Nations, New York Public Library,
Plainfield.
Central Park and the Museum of NaMrs. Knuths worked at Gilbert Plastional History just to name a few.
tics
in Somerset for 23 years. She was
He is survived by his loving wife
an
active
member with the South
Nora (Ray); four children, Victor
Plainfield
Senior
Citizens and an acRaymond Gualano of Roselle Park,
Paul Gualano of Cranford, Meg tive member and communicant of
Hunsicker of South Plainfield and Our Lady of Czestochowa Church.
She was predeceased by her loving
Christopher Gualano and wife Alice
of Maple Shade; two sisters, Rose husband Paul, who passed away in
Caruso and husband Augustine of 1983; a daughter, BarbaraAnnAppling;
Annandale and Pauline Campo and a brother, Joseph Kozak and her parhusband Angelo of Union and five ents, Michael and Theodora Kozak.
Surviving are two daughters, Sharon
grandchildren, Kristen and Christopher
R. Gualano, Michael and Michelle Suleski and husband James and Susan
Czarnik and husband Michael, both of
Gualano and Lindsay Hunsicker.
South Plainfield; a son, Paul Knuths
Funeral services were held at
of Newark; 10 grandchildren, ChristoDooley Funeral Home in Cranford.
pher and wife Carrie, Ryan, Scott, JusIn lieu of flowers, donations may
tin, Kyle, Hunter, Rosemarie and husbe made in Victor's name to St. Jude
band Lenny, Robin and husband PeChildren's Research Hospital, 501 St.
ter, James and Holly; four great-grandJude Place, Memphis, Tenn. 38105
children Nora, Mallory, Michael and
or by phone (800) 805-5856.
Amber; two brothers, John Kozak of
South Plainfield and Frank Kozak of
Toms River and three sisters, Mary
Szpiech of West Orange, Stephanie
Kozak ofWest Orange and Julie Skryha
of Clark.
Garrett "Gary" S. Goldsack died sudFuneral services were held at The
denly on Tuesday, Dec. 2 in Scotch South Plainfield James W Conroy
Plains.
Funeral Home.

Victor Gualcmo, 86

Anne Knuths, 90

Garrett "Gary" S.
Goldsack, 50

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in Anne's name
to the Juvenile Diabetes Research
Foundation, 28 Kennedy Blvd.,
#180, East Brunswick, N.J. 08816.

In addition, also surviving is Dolores
Rapatski, his longtime dear friend.
Funeral services were held at McCriskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Rosanne J. (DeAndrea) Cucurello
died on Saturday, Dec. 6 at Riverview
Medical Center in Red Bank.
Born in Plainfield, Mrs. Cucurello
George Niemczyk died peacefully resided in South Plainfield for most
on Friday, Dec. 5 at his home in Edison. of her life, and for the past 12 years
Born and raised in South Plainfield, she lived in Plainfield.
George resided in the borough for
She worked for the Boroughs Corp.
most of his life before settling in in Piscataway for several years, retiring
Edison several years ago.
in 1983 and recently was honored by
A veteran of WWII, he served in the the Mayor of South Plainfield for her
U.S. Navy from 1942-1945 aboard contribution to the war effort as an auPT boats in the Atlantic and Pacific thentic Rosie the Riveter.
oceans before being honorably disA member of the Suburban
charged.
Woman's Club in South Plainfield,
He was the former owner and op- Mrs. Cucurello held various officer
erator of George's Cleaners and positions and also served as past presiFormalwear in South Plainfield.
dent. In addition, she was a member
He was a life member of the South of the South Plainfield Senior CitiPlainfield Polish National Home, where zens and Sacred Heart RC Church.
he served with the utmost dedication
She was predeceased by her husto the dub in numerous positions for band, Daniel J., who died in 1986; a
most of his life, including president for son, Donald J., who died in 2003
two terms and vice president.
and two brothers, Alfred DeAndrea,
George was also a former member Sr. and Vincent DeAndrea, Sr.
of the South Plainfield Veterans of
Surviving are two daughters, Nancy
Foreign Wars Memorial Post #6763 Jo Cucurello of Jersey City and Barbara
and the American Legion Chaumont DeSantis and husband Dino of Brick; a
Post #243. In addition he served faith- sister, Louise Petrella of Florida and a
fully for many years as an announcer brother, Joe DeAndrea Sr. and wife Rose
and worker at The Feast of St. An- also of Florida; a sister in-law, Lydia
thony at Our Lady of Czestochowa DeAndrea of Metuchen; three .grandChurch.
children, Amanda Beattie and husband
He was predeceased by seven broth- John, Thomas Delaney and wife Denise
ers and two sisters.
andNicholas Cucurello and wife Denise.
He is survived by a sister, Lee Aller- Also surviving are five great-grandchilton; 16 nephews; six nieces and nu- dren, Jordan, Jacqueline, Michael, Jack
merous great-nieces and nephews.
and Danielle.
Funeral services were held at McFuneral services were held at McCriskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals. Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.
In lieu of flowers, donations may'
be made to the St. Jude's Children's
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Way, Memphis, Tenn. 38105.

George Niemczyk, 83

Lena Serpe, 91
Lena Serpe of Carteret passed away
on.Monday, Dec. 1 at home.
Funeral services were held at The
South Plainfield James W Conroy
Funeral Home. .

Antonio ISamicola, 88
Antonio J. Sarnicola died on Friday, Dec. 5 at JFK Medical Center in
Edison.
Born and raised in Long Island City,
he resided in Jackson Heights, Queens
for many years before moving to
South Plainfield in 1986.
A World War II veteran, Antonio
served in the Army where he was
awarded the Purple Heart. For nearly
30 years he worked for the United
States Postal Service in Long Island
City as a postal worker.
An avid Yankees fan, Mr. Sarnicola
had a great love for life. He enjoyed
working around the house and tending to his garden. He was proud of his
Italian heritage but his greatest pleasure in life was the devotion to his
family. Antonio was a dear husband,
father, grandfather and a great friend
to many people-old and young-and
was notorious for his signature "unlit" cigar which he always carried.
He was predeceased by the love of
his life, Fonda, who died in 1987; a
daughter, Ann Sarnicola, who died in
1964 and two sisters, Grace LaVolpa
andAngieCaldera.
Surviving are three loving children
and their spouses, Camille Deutsch
and husband David of South Plainfield, Frank and wife Judy of West
Milford and Anthony and wife Regina
of Manhattan; a sister, Eleanor Bedell
of Middle Village, N.Y; two brothers, Teddy Sarnicola and wife Dolores
of Bayshore, N.Y. and Vinnie Sarnicola and wife Joan of East Stroudsburg, Pa.; six adoring grandchildren,
Benjamin Deutsch, Jaclyn Polyniak
and husband Douglas, Jennifer Painter and husband Jim, Jessica and
Madeleine Sarnicola and Gene Roos.

HOMETOWN HEROS
We will send to any
home a beautifully
arranged arid wrapped
Assorted Sandwich Tray
with two of our homemade
salads-Any Day-Any Time.

908-755-

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

APPRECIATE
OUR NEIGHBORS"

Franklin H-Rainear Jr.,
Local Owner/Manager

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

Oldestfuneral home in South PH-fe'd

N.J.Lic.No.4543

PREARANGEMENTS'S/SMEDICAID
PROTECTION*CREMATION SERVICES
James A. Gustafson, Pres./Mgr. • N.J. Lie. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin II, Vice-Pres./Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 4564
Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 3147 '
William C. McCriskin, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 3382
Daniel M. Erickson, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 4798
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December 13, 1993
15 Years in Heaven
Those we love don 'tgo away,
They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Stillloved, stillmissedandvery dear.
Fifteen years later we keep you alive in our
hearts with our fondest memories of you.
With All Our Love,
Your Wife, Children, Grandchildren,
Greai-Grandchildren, Family and Friends

www.hillsidecemetery. com
It is far easierfor your family if you plan ahead

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

(908) 561-8000

(4376)

Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

JAMES W. CONROY FUNERAL HOME

2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

In Loving Memory of
Romuldo "Ray" Tomei

Hillside Cemetery

SINCE 1949

An Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home"

Rosanne J. (DeAndrea)
Cucurello, 87

Like you, we appreciateour neighbors. That's
why we do our best to be good neighbors,
too. For years, we've provided area families
with sound advice and caring service at times
ofapersonalloss.webelievewehelpthemost
by listening and providing information about
your choices. Turn to us in your time of need or when you want
the "peace of mind" that comes from planning ahead. We're
your hometown neighbor...

M ;.«!•:

•Illi
2456 Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 756-2800
www.southplainfieldftineralhome.coir
fax (908) 769-8084

•1O

• To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010

Pay Hike

Budget Audit Reveals Surplus
By Libby Barsky

For the third year in a row the annual audit of the districts' school budget showed a surplus. The audit was
conducted this year by Vincent Montanino of VM Associates of Mt. Arlington.
According to Business Administrator Richard Guarini, $874,000 in
surplus will be returned to the taxpayer as tax relief in the 2008/2009
budget.
According to State Law 1701, a
school district's surplus cannot exceed
two percent of their total budget. Any
amount over two percent is returned
to the taxpayer as tax relief.
In the 2005/2006 budget the excess surplus was $78,384.33. In the
2006/2007 the surplus amount was
$654,445.88.
The 2007/2008 balance sheet

December 12,2008

(Continued from page 1)
2009 Salary
Administrator
$20,750
Municipal Clerk
$18,675
Chief Financial Officer ... $122,006
TaxCollector
$26,845
TaxAssessor
$116,820
Environmental Specialist. $62,509
Recycling Coordinator
$4,899
OEM Coordinator
$22,809
Fire Official
$74,446
Superintendent of
Public Works
$113,402
Social Service Director
$63,141
Executive Director
Office on Aging
$69,797
Construction Officer
$98,956
South Plainfield Juniorettes sellings pins at Wesley Methodist craft fair.
Court Administrator
$63,288
Recreation Director
$68,756
Pool Administrator
$8,443
Mayor.....
$8,930
Council President
$7,143
Councilperson..
$5,953
On November 22 the South Family Promise, an organization that Borough Attorney
$11,503
Plainfield Juniorettes sold avariety of aids homeless children. The Juniorettes Municipal Prosecutor
$43,359
pins at the Wesley Methodist craft fair. would like to thank Wesley Method- Public Defender
$8,266
Unique pins designed by Lucinda ist Church for allowing them to sell Planning Board Attorney ....$8,679
ning another rock concert in the were sold to benefit Foster and Adop- their pins. The Juniorettes are cur- Zoning Board Attorney
$8,679
tive Family Services. This organization rently coordinating a book drive Municipal Court Judge.... $48,639
spring.
Members of the executive commit- assists foster and adoptive children in through the high school, the middle Housing Assistance
$6,601
tee are Matthew Brazz, Allison Claw- New Jersey Gifts are also provided to school, as well as Kennedy, Roosevelt, Deputy Registrar
$1,382
ans, Sean Coffey, Lynn Do, Kerri these children during the holidays Riley and Franklin schools.
Secretary to Mayor
$1,551
Gould, Cory Harnell, Holly McDede, through the agency
Students may drop off books in DVRT Coordinator
$5,188
Krisha Patel, Annie Polanco Susan
In addition, Family Promise Child- the main office until January 30. Any Building Maintenance
Tian and Julie Tran.
ren's Art Pins were sold to benefit and all books will be accepted.
Worker
$19,194
showed $6,797,841.63 for total liabilities and fund balances compared
to 2006/2007 fund balance of
$2,835,693. The increases were the
result of adding a $170,000 maintenance reserve account, $1,552,736
for a capital reserve account and
$2,522,900 designated for subsequent year's expenditures.
According to BOE Member
Debbie Boyle, the board is currendy
overseeing the compete replacement
of the high school gym bleachers at a
cost of approximately-$360,000.
New fire panels are also going up in
the high school on the recommendation of the fire department. They were
often summoned when the existing
panels caused school fire alarms to go
off needlessly, and fined the board
since they had to respond to an excess
of false alarms.

Juniorettes Sell Pins at
Wesley Methodist Craft Fair

Help Darfur Now Students
(Continued from page 1)
from soccer), that he was interested in
joining the group. Annie invited him
to attend HDN meetings at the high
school. Currently Harnell is in the process of creating a Help Darfur Now
Middle School chapter.
"I planned a presentation at the
middle school and did it at the end of
last year. This year I joined the executive committee. I'm starting the group
in the middle school this year. We had
one irleeting and will be doing more,"
said Harnell.
On December 10 members of
HDN held a special fundraiser asking
students to use their lunch money and
forgo a meal so they could collect
funds to be used to provide solar cookers to refugees at the Oure Cassoni
Refugee Camp.
Firewood is crucial for cooking in
the camp. When the women leave the
camp to forage for wood, they often'
are attacked and raped. The solar cookers would allow each family to use
much less fuel. The women will also
be shown how to care for the cooker
and also how to manufacture one.
The group operates with the guidance of a teacher and an executive board
without a president, vice president or
secretary. There are approximately 40
members who are guided by the executive committee. The executive
committee has created fundraising activities such as t-shirt competitions and
a rock concert with four local bands
at the PAL. They are currendy plan-

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/;
AUTO BODY

AUTO BODY

All U.5 & Foreign Coinage, Paper Money,
Gold & Silver Bullion, Scrap Gold &
•*> Sterling Silver And Anything Related

"Refe
available
upon request

210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield
New Jersey 07080

B 7571933
3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

WE BUY & SELL

TOP
PRICES
PAID

BodyShop Uc. #02313A

Lie. No. 00992A

Gregorys. Heim • 9O0-4O5-64O&

MgV

South Plainfield resident

JR.

for almost sevenyears

908-757-5100

n

111 j . _ a

nil

,... ,„.,,..,,„
,„,. ,„
9 AM to o PM
WWW.13ynandroidhead.com

Fax:908-757-3105
HOME IMPROVEMENT
PAINTING
/
im
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR /
A
\
SHEETROCKfDRYWALL /
°

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
NJ DCA LIC #019771

H0MREPRS

Since 1981

908-753-3850
ADDITIONS • KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
Office Renovations

SIDING
ROOFING
V

I ^ ^ M

Professional Services, Inc.

Lordina Builders

EWA Performing
Study on New
Truck Route
(Continued from page 1)
still have an effect on the wetlands with
"noise, vibration and diesel emissions
from rumbling trucks." He said he
wants to fully examine the route "to
quantify potential impacts" and wants
even less, or no, impact whatsoever
on the swamp. The route that die
committee has come up with will extend Hollywood Avenue, skirt the
Kenneth Avenue recyling center and
connect with Metuchen Road.
The EWA's report should be produced within the next week or two,
according to Spiegel, who intends to
bring his proposal to the ad hoc committee at the January meeting. Ad hoc
committee chairman Mike English
said the group is willing to make adjustments to address EWA's concerns.
The next step the committee will face
with any new truck route would be
applying to the N.J. Department of
Transportation for permits.
The next meeting of the ad hoc
truck committee is Tuesday, Dec. 16
at the senior center at 7 p.m.

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

Expert Color I
24 Hour Towing
Lifetime Repair Warranty

mm

BUYING & SELLING - COINS a MORE

Bill Woodel, owner Ron Slazas,
(908) 347-1745 (732) 693-5117.

FREE ESTIMATES

GRADUATE

RSLAZAS@OPTONLINE.NE1
Union Beach, NJ

LAWN MAINTENANCE
LANDSCAPE DESIGN
Mulch • Stone • Top Soil
Commercial - Residential
FREE ESTIMATES

(732) 548-0752

HOT POWER WASHING
HOUSES - DECKS - SIDEWALKS
SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER

REPLACEMENT

Tel: 908-754-0149
Fully Insured - SBA cert. 10404-20 License #13VH03110900

'. MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY
HYPNOSIS
REIKI

Free
Estimates-

DiFRAIMCESCO
PAVING • MASONRV

DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT
Hoxunne

Cor tese, CD.CHP.CMT

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908)561-1511

Driveways • Parking Lots 'Seal Coating • Steps • Walkways • Patios
RetainingWalls • Pavers •Wa/tetone • Slate • Bluestone • Excavating
Foundations • Block Work • Cultured Stone • Drainage • Waterproofing
i 3RD GENERATION I N BUSINESS •

By Appointment Only

•-

908-668-8434

GIFT CERTIFICATES AND GIFT BASKETS

f

r

PAINTING &
DECORATING LLC
Interior Painting, Crown Moldings
& Architectural Millwork

L

(908) 251-1814

Bonded

CENTRAL JERSEY
Holistic Health Center and Spa

LAWN CARE

STEPS

2l

Moretti Realty
Professional Plumbing I
& Heating inc.
I
(908)561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY
License #8741

I
I
I

Put your trust in a Realtor
Evelyn
who can get the most
Sherwood
money through
knowledge & experience! BrokerAssociate
Over 2S yeare

p melniiy

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313
(908) 7 5 3 - 1 3 4 6 Evenings
Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010
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• On Dec. 2 Simone P. Blount,
24, of Avenel was arrested for failure
to inspect and an outstanding warrant.
• A Martin Drive resident reported
the theft of a 2000 Honda Civic.
• On Dec. 5 Shop Fair Supermarket on Clinton Avenue reported that
a woman shoplifted several Milky Way
bars and left the store.
• A Rocky Mount, N.C. resident
reported the theft of $300 from their
locked hotel room at Best Western on
New World Way

Deadline to place an ad: Monday, 5 p.m. Rates: $15 for three lines; $1 for each additional line. Run your ad 4 consecutive issues, get 10% discount.

HELP WANTED
HOLIDAY EMPLOYMENT
HoneyBaked Ham Co., Watchung seeks sales
clerks and food prep people. Hex. hrs.
Ask for Mgr. 908-755-3524.
NURSES/LPNs,RNs,CHHA-IMMEDIATE
opening. F/T, P/T, per diem. Retirees/new
nurses welcome. Will train for cases. Mercer, Middlesex & other areas. (732) 246-8905.
FOR SALE
LIFT CHAIR-LIGHT BROWN,
electric Lazy Boy type chair. Good condition. $300. (908) 755-3320.
HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

Deadline to place an ad is Monday,
5 p.m. Rates: $15 forthree lines; $1 for
each additional line. Run an ad 4 consecutive issues, get 10% discount.

11-

BED-$219 QUEEN PILLOW TOP
mattress set, new in plastic w/warranty.
King $375. (732) 259-0016.
MATTRESS-$175 FULL PLUSH TOP
set, new still in plastic. Queen $195.
(732) 259-6690.
.
To Place a Classified
Call (908) 668-0010

APARTMENT FOR RENT
SO. PLFD.-2 BDR, 2.5 BATH, LIV.
room, kit., din. rm., washer/dryer. Call
(908) 754-7143 or (908) 202-1585.
2 BDR IN 2 FAMILY HOME-$1250+
utilities. Basement, washer/dryer. Central air. (908) 222-1510.
SO. PLAINFIELD ONE BEDROOMrecently renovated, second floor, $850+
utilities. Call Frank (908) 295-9336.
SOUTH PLFD.-NEWLY RENOVATED
one bedroom, washer/dryer connection. Central air. $1,050 month, VA
month security. Call (908) 668-0061.
HOUSECLEANING
HOUSECLEANER - GOOD REFerences. 12 years exp. Home, apartments, office. Call (732) 672-1211.

PAINTING

Deal/

STEVE'S INTERIOR
HOME PAINTING
Quality Work.
Affordable Price.
(908) 753-8943.

Place a classified ad and
we'll run your ad on our

FREE: PICK UP YOUR METAL

web site for just $5 more.

WE WILL HAUL AWAY FOR FREE
anything made of metal you do not wantwashing machines, dryers, A/C units,
lawn mowers, cars, etc. Get rid of your
junk laying around... AT NO CHARGE.
Call Tun (908) 208-2413.

908-668-0070.

Turn YourTrashlnto Cash!
Advertise your garage
sale in the Observer.

MAGICIAN AVAILABLE

MACIC fHOWf
BIRTHDAY PARTIES & A l l
OCCASIONS •

Call 908-668-0010

urn or nm,
uueuras
PARTICIPATION

(908)405-2944

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/SERVICES
CONSTRUCTION

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Downes Contruction

Carpet 'Area Rugs • Tile • Hardwood • Laminate • Linoleum

Commercial and Residential

GENERAL CONTRACTING.

HARTJE

Cultured Stone* Pavers

Additions • Bathrooms • Kitchens
• Decks 'Windows • Siding

908-754-8921

BY
1

PLAtNfFIELD

Styles
a

•

a

•

«

•
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Landscape Design*Lawn Service
Snow Plowing »Top Soil
Clean-Ups.. Mulch

All Wood Cabinet Refacing
• Cabinet Refinishing
• Cabinet Painting

Are you oi .iomeone you know thinking

of BUYING, RENTING, or
SELLING a home? If so, call me!

H

I can help you with all your real estate needs.

Donna Macan

•M
Z\

Prudential

Charles L
Decker Jr.

New Jersey Properties® I

SALES ASSOCIATE

REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

-

Each office Is Independently owned and operated

^ ^

L

.

908-756-7272

Tim Curran
SALES ASSOCIATE
732-494-7677x345
Cell 908-244-3228
TimSellsJersey.com
3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840

CharlesDecker®
PruNewJersey.com

908-753-4450 X121
(732) 653-0322
Fax 908-753-0136
RoseFelton@att.net
^^^

BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS & WALKS
• LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
• HYDRO SEEDING & SOD
• MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
• VINYL FENCES & PONDS
• COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
- FREE ESTIMATES -

732-469-1518x378
Fax 732-469-1506 Cell
908-902-9406

South Plainfield Resident
For Over 39 Years

Realtor Associate. G R I
(908) 755-5300 x351 Office
(732) 763-4407 Cell
(908) 755-5052 Fax
225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
macand@morettirealty.com

Moretti Realty

• Fuffy Insured •
-Affordable «nd Reliable! •

Rose Marie Pelton

Donna Macan

1- _

les/ie Chambers
? f668
Telephone
~

73Z.558.O356

visit us at www.furnituremedicnj.com

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

LANDSCAPING

M Guaranteed Service
M Exceptional Work
M Attention to detail
#100% reliability

(908) 755-8440

•

• .•Riusician.com

1-877-466-9929

Fax:908-756-4040
119 Hamilton Blvd.
mywaycarpet.com]
South Plainfield, NJ 07080 mywaycarpet@msn.com,
Repairs • Restretching • Binding • Custom Tile • Sanding and Refinishing

Fully Insured &
Bonded NJ
BILLRITCHEY
Lie #8854

Typically less than ]/2 thecostof replacement

Kenny Campbell
•

Fully
Insured

Kitchen
Makeovers

3-822-9702

1-877-GO-MYWAY

908-451-3313
On Call 24 hrs.

( 9 0 8 ) 7 5 6 - 7 2 3 3 Free Estimates

ler t6 Advanced 1

MY WAY CCARPET

No Job Too Small

Tile* Kitchens* Baths
Call Mike

S>mm lifeGmtmtt
Gmtmtt Sfftut

Residential*Industrial#Commercial

Block* Brick* Concrete

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Watt to Walt, Sam Cays it Ml

On Time Electrical
Contractor EC

Additions

Rose Marie Pelton

Prudential NJ Properties

y

659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

1996 Washington
Valley Road
P.O. Box 305
Martinsville, NJ08836

Charles Decker Jr.

Tim Curran

Prudential

Ejtate Ube

New Jersey Properties
An independently owned and opraia! n> niter ol »n

Prepare to
Experience Full
Service Real
Newer Before.

nte' Rial l.siain Alliliatrs. lie

SNOW REMOVAL/SALT
r

1960

PENYAK
ROOFING &
SIDING CO.
908-753-4222

oo8) 756-3 I 2{

Call
KLK Trucking for:

McCarthy
Contractors

Sand/Salt Mixture, Bulk
Rock Salt. Ice Control Sand

SNOWPLOWING

I Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

www.penyakroofing.com

908-757-4434

3571 KENNEDY ROAD
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

1*^ ?* GeM

POOL SALES |
& SERVICE

Blaise McCarthy
Member ol NSPA
20 Years Experience i
Fully Licensed & Insured • SOUTH PLAINFIELD^

CAMBRIA, GMC
116 Talmadge Rd., Edison, NJ
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL

PLOWING - SANDING - SALTING
• Office Buildings
• Apartment & Condo Complexes
• Retail Stores
•Schools and Churches
-Sign up now for 24 hour service-

908-756-7272

1-800-899-5226 X-l 10
Ask for Any
The Season's Here... Are You Ready?
"Come See What We Have to Offer"
We Will Not Be Under Sold
New & Pre-Owned Trucks, Priced to Go...
Mason Dumps, Grain Dumps, Hooklift
Dumps, Landscape Trucks & Box Trucks
IN-HOUSE FINANCE ALSO AVAILABLE

To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010
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Corzine Calls
For Tax Relief
For Seniors

2008-09

JUNIOR JOURNALIST
.j i t p ^ • • :

Heiltnann Named Junior Journalist

• •

•i

town Heros on Hamilton Blvd. or
the Observer at 1110 Hamilton Blvd.
Winners receive a catered dinner for
their families from Hometown Heros
and will be honored at a year-end banquet in May 2009, where they will be
recognized for their efforts. Junior
Journalist winners also have the opportunity to win the Ruth Kurland
Memorial $1,000 savings bond which
will be awarded at the banquet.
For more information, call the
Observer at (908) 668-0010 or Hometown Heros at (908) 7554376.
Junior Journalist winner Joseph
Heilmann with Roosevelt School
Principal, Charles Ford, and his
teacher, Michael Bertram.
Joseph Heilmann, Roosevelt
School third grader, is this week's winner in the 2008-09 Junior Journalist
program for his poem, "Thanks." His
efforts have earned him dinner for his
family courtesy of Hometown Heros.
Students are encouraged to submit
their original written works to their
teachers, school principals, Home-

•

Thanks
By Joseph Heilmann
I am thankful for my soul
Because if we were not livingrightnow
We wouldn't feel this wonderful
moment in our lives.
Friendship, love, freedom, and peace.'
Thank God for all of
our wonderful times.
Feel the shining sunlight of heaven.
Love each other.
Take care of each other
like gleaming stars in the sky.

Members of Boy Scout Troop 207 learn the sport of curling from members
of the Plainfield Curling Club in South Plainfield. If you would like to
learn more about scouting and our troop, please come visit us on
Thursdays from 7:30-9:00 p.m. at South Plainfield American Legion Post
#243 on Oak Tree Avenue.

LEGAL NOTICE
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
Award of Bids
Pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law of New Jersey, be advised that the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of South Plainfield awarded contracts for the Turf Field project at their public
meeting on December 8, 2008. By Resolution # 338, the governing body awarded contracts to
the lowest responsible bidders as certified by the Borough's professional consultant and Borough
Attorney. The companies receiving contracts are as follows:
Contract # 1 - Site Work:

Defino Contracting,
28 Industrial Drive, Cliffwood Beach, NJ 07735
Total Base Bid - $258,690.00

Contract # 2 - Landscaping:

Silver Creek Landscaping
107 Clarke Ave, S. Plainfield, NJ 07080
Total Base Bid - $224,422.18

Contract # 3 - Fencing:

Statewide Fence
444 South Ave. East, Westfield, NJ 07090
Total Base Bid - $78,122.95.

Contract # 4 - Artificial Turf:

A-Turf,lnc.
715 Fountain, Ave, Lancaster, PA 17601
Total Base Bid - $561,800.00

Contract # 5 - Bleachers:

Dant C l a y t c i
2000 Richardson Rd., Westminster, MD 21158
Total Base Bid - $56,330.00

ATTEST:
Joann Graf/Acting Municipal Clerk
December 12,2008

$66.50

to any elderly or disabled person
residing in South Plainfield.
we will didweA to ipwi horns, on
(bay. at no ckahqs.
Qftijau would like dinnsA oh know of
iomsone who is nssdof dinnsui,
CONTACT:

Shirley Thompson
131 Montrose Ave., South Plainfield
(908) 756-7686
Call between 10-12 Monday through
Friday by December 19.

2008-09 Junior Journalist Winner

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Request for Proposals for

ORDINANCE 1841

SNOW PLOWING CONTRACTORS

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT:

The Borough of South Plainfield is accepting
proposals from Contractors for Snow Plowing
for the winter season commencing on or around
December 22, 2008 and ending April 15, 2008.
Trucks utilized must be at least 1996 or newer
and have a Manufacturer's Gross Vehicle
Weight of at least 15,000 pounds. Those interested may pick up a Proposal Package from
the Municipal Clerk's Office, 2480 Plainfield
Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07060 between
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Completed
packages must be submitted no later than December 22, 2008.
Any questions, please contact Joseph Glowacki. Public Works Superintendent, at 908-7552187 between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 3:00
p.m.
ATTEST:
Joann Graf/Acting Municipal Clerk
December 12,2008

$3325

Ord. No. 1841 entitled: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 157 OF THE CODE OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD, ENTITLED "SEWERS" was adopted on first reading and advertised in The Observer
on Friday, December 12, 2008, and that a public hearing be scheduled for Monday, December 22,
2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.
ORDINANCE NO.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY, THAT:
the following be and is hereby amended as follows:
Schedule A
Annual Sewer Rental - 2009
(Effective for bill periods beginning January 1, 2009)
This Schedule A hereby establishes three (3) sewer user classes under this ordinance as follows:
(1) Residential structures
(1 A) Residential structures

$275.00 per service unit

(1B) Residential structures reduced rate:

$137.50 per service unit.

All recipients of the $250.00 real property tax deduction granted in accordance with the provisions
of P.L. 1963, C. 172 (R.S. 54:4-8.41) shall be given a-deduction in the sewer rental rate that will
result in a net annual rate not exceeding $137.50.
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 157 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD ENTITLED "SEWERS"

(2) Commercial users
Minimum annual sewer service unit user charge for any Commercial user connected to the
Borough Sanitary Sewer System shall be five hundred dollars ($500.00). The following rates
are for actual consumption in 100 cubic feet of water used per information supplied by the
water company(ies).
(2A)
(2B)
(2C)
(2D)
(2E)
(2F)
(2G)
(2H)
(21)

908-668-0010
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Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class
Class

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

:

$5.42100
$6.45200
$8.01900
$4.78000
$4.61800
$4.63100
$5.87800
$5.70900
$6.93900

<

.-.

(3) Industrial Establishment Users
(3A)

Monitored Industrial establishments:
Notwithstanding any rates set forth herein to the contrary, in no case shall the charge
for Monitored Industrial users be less than the charge for an equal volume of flow as
otherwise world be determined utilizing the commercial establishments rate set forth
in Commercial User (2C) Class 3 rate $8,019 or for a minimum annual user charge of five
hundred dollars ($500.00), whichever is higher. In addition to the loading and flow charges,
the Monitored Industrial User shall pay for the cost of sampling and laboratory testing
of the wastewater.
(3A)
(3B)
(3C)
(3D)
(3B)

Advertise in

2008-09

Asserting that the state must do everything possible to provide relief to
struggling New Jerseyans, Governor
Jon S. Corzine advocated the expansion of the Senior Freeze program,
noting new changes will provide an
additional 70,000 seniors with a property tax reimbursement averaging
$1,000.
"The financial crisis has intensified
some of the undue pressures faced by
our senior community, most of
whom are living on fixed incomes,"
Governor Corzine said. "New Jersey
is taking steps to ease that strain by
expanding the property tax reimbursement program to help our seniors financially and keep them in their
homes."
The governor proposed increasing
the cap of the Senior Freeze program
over three years to $80,000 from its
current ceiling of approximately
$53,000. This expansion is expected
to assist an estimated 70,000 additional senior citizens with a reimbursement of their property taxes paid.
Under the Senior Freeze program,
qualifying seniors and disabled citizens are directly reimbursed by the state
for the difference between the amount
of local property taxes paid in the tase
year,' (the year applicants became eligible and first filed for the program)
and the amount of property taxes paid
for the reimbursement year.
Currently, there are 132,000 eligible recipients throughout the state.
Governor Corzine announced a
plan to temporarily defer 50% of next
April's pension payment all municipalities and counties are required to
pay into the pension system. Doing
so will dramatically reduce the pressure on property taxes during the current economic downturn.

LEGAL NOTICES

According to a National Newspaper Association survey, local
community newspapers are the
primary source of information
for both news and advertising
in local communities by a 5-1
margin over the next m l i |
popular media. Enough said?

Charlie and Debbie Kurland deliver
dinner to Junior Journalist winner
Nicholas Pezzolla with mom,
Margaret; sister, Annie; and dad,
Joe;.

December 12,2008

Flow Million Gallons
BOD per Ton
SS per Ton
Chlorine Demand per CWT
Unmonitored Industrial User

$3,111.79
$731.85
$821.82
$73.85
$8.6552 per 100 cubic feet

(4) Sample collection fees and laboratory analysis fees paid by the Borough shall be a passthrough cost to the User being monitored and shall be included on the next bill.
(5) Application for a Certificate of Use for sanitary sewer review shall be through the Borough
Building Department. The fee shall be $100.00 for an application of a change of building use.
This fee is in addition to the current Building Department Review Fee.
All other fees and provisions of this Article shall remain in full force and effect.
This amendment becomes effective after final adoption and advertisement in accordance with
the law.
. •
ATTEST:
Joann Graf/Acting Municipal Clerk
$174.80

December 12,2008

