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Council Delays Support
Of Swamp Preservation
By Libby Barsky

The Borough Council is still not
willing to endorse a bill establish-
ing a state commission to preserve
the Dismal Swamp from additional
development, and for the second
time, voted to table the resolution at
Monday's council meeting. They also
tabled a similar resolution in June.
The resolution to support the Dismal
Swamp Preservation Act was tabled
by a vote of 5-1, withMatthew Anesh
voting against it.

Prior to the council vote, Assem-
blyman Peter Barnes, sponsor of the
bill, explained that the composition
of the commission overseeing the
development of the Dismal Swamp
would consist of nine members,
including two representatives from
each of three municipalities-Edison,
Metuchen and South Plainfield; two
from Middlesex County and one
member of Edison Wetlands Asso-
ciation. Barnes also noted that each
community would be able to decide
which sectors of the swamp in their
municipality would be in the protec-
tive zone. This was a modification

of the earlier bill and would enable
South Plainfield to continue moving
forward oil their plans for a new truck
route being developed by the Ad Hoc
Truck Committee.

Michael English, chairman of the
Ad Hoc Truck Committee, vehement-
ly opposed the formation of the pro-
posed commission. The committee's
plan calls for the Hollywood Avenue
truck route to pass through approxi-
mately 1/2 acre of the Dismal Swamp.

"We already have a zoning board
that deals with these issues. This bill
would add another level of govern-
ment. Don't take away our power
to decide what should be built into
our town," said English. He was also
critical of having a member of the
Edison Wetlands Association included
as a voting member of the proposed
commission.

Barnes stated that the object of the
bill is to set a framework to encourage
each town to protect as much of the
Dismal Swamp as it can with the ben-
efit of preventing increased housing
density and preventing flooding.

The Dismal Swamp Preservation
(Continued mi page 10)

(Left to right) Jack English, South Plainfield PAL director; Ed Phillip; Commissioner Bill Prendergast; Gary Thomas and Bob
Martin, external vice president of Jaycees, at a (14-18 year old) basketball game played in the early days of the PAL.

And the Cappy Award Goes to...
Impressed by his deep commit-

ment to die youth of South Plainfield,
the Recreation Department and Police
Athletic League have announced
that this year's Cappy Award will be
presented to Jack English (posthum-
ously).

The annual award is given to recog-

Cotoia Named to NJSIAA Hall of Fame•Anthony Cotoia has been
selected by the NJSIAA High
School Hall of Fame Selec-
tion Committee to be among
those to be inducted into the
New Jersey High School Hall
of Fame, "Class of 2008."

Cotoia is being recognized
for his outstanding football
and basketball coaching ca-
reer at South Plainfield. He is
also being honored as an ad-
ministrator. He served in the
capacity of athletic director in

South Plainfield from 1962
to 1979, district supervisor
of physical education, health
and driver education from
1978 to 1984, assistant high
school principal from 1984 to
1985, assistant middle school
principal from 1985 to 1989
and principal from 1989 to
1992. Throughout his career,
Cotoia has touched thou-
sands of young people's lives.
He continues to be a friend, a
mentor and a leader to many

in our community today
This award will be present-

ed at a luncheon preceding
the Annual NJSIAA Business
Meeting which will be held at
the Pines Manor, Route 27 in
Edison on Monday, Dec. 1.

Anyone interested in ticket
information to the Hall of
Fame luncheon should con-
tact Mike Buggey at the high
school athletic office, (908)
754-4620, ext. 252.

Anthony Cotoia

The VFW Wants You
Join

U.S. Veterans
give everything

to this country
they love....

even their lives.

the ranks of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the foremost veteran organization
in the United States which, .along with Ladies Auxiliaries, represents 2.4 million
v members in the pursuit of ensuring veterans benefits and the support of our

current military.
Your membership will ensure that we have the numbers to have our issues

heard effectively in Congress. Your small annual dues are targeted for military as-
sistance programs, such as phone cards for troops, active military family support

1 ' -"wlp and National Veterans Children's Home located in Grand Rapids, Mich., among
j 1 I W others. Your dues also provide for various discounts, as well as the VFW monthly
C^yN** magazine, a premier publication focusing on military history and current veterans

rights issues.
To join you must have served in the military outside the United States and been awarded

(>r are eligible to receive a foreign war ribbon. Your membership is recognized at any VFW
post for admittance.
Our post, 6763, meets the third Wednesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. We are also interested

in forming a men's auxiliary. We need 25 members, 16 years and older-husbands, widowers,
fathers, grandfathers, sons, grandsons, brothers and half-brothers of U.S. Veterans.

The post canteen is open seven days a week, Monday to Friday at 3 p.m. and Saturday
and Sunday from noon to 2 a.m. For more information, call the post at (908) 668-9751.

-Submitted byThomas Walter, Commander, VFW'6763

For coverage of this Veterans Day ceremonies
in the borough, see next week's issue.

nize an individual or individuals who
have dedicated years to the youth of
South Plainfield. The award is named
for the late Tulio Capparelli, a South
Plainfield Deputy Police Chief, who
recognized the potential in every
youth in South Plainfield.

English was born and raised in
South Plainfield and ran a successful
business for years with his father and
brother. Jack and wife Rita had five
children: Jack, Tom, Patrick, Michael
and Rita-Claire. He spent his early
years participating in local sports and
brought his love of sports and team-
work to his marriage and children.
The English backyard was always
the place to be for a pickup baseball,
basketball or football game.

Jack passed away 21 years ago, but
he continues to impact the lives of
many in our community. He was a
man who wanted to give every child
a chance to enjoy playing sports-no
matter their skill level. He gave the
opportunity to succeed to every
child who wanted to play ball. Most
importantly, he wanted all kids to
participate and feel part of the team. To
be a member of one of Jack English's
teams meant being a winner.

Jack's teams were made up of
neighborhood kids with varying
skills. At first, many teams started

'out poorly in the win/loss column,
but every player received only words
of encouragement. By the end of each
season, his teams did exceptionally
well. It was the indelible contribution
he made to the future of "his kids."

Jack was able to combine his love of
sports and his true desire to help every
kid enjoy life on a much grander scale
when he and Tulio Capparelli began
the Police Athletic League Youth
Basketball Program. He was able to
help many other kids learn to play and
enjoy athletic-activities in a truly safe
and non-threatening way.

Jack expanded his involvement
in youth sports by organizing high
school-age basketball teams in region-
al competition. A whole generation of
South Plainfield youth learned how
to succeed, how to compete, how to
face struggles, and most importantly,
how to have fun because of the actions
of Jack English. He made children
understand teamwork-and that coor-
dinated, collective efforts were much
greater than the sum of individual
abilities. He helped every player build
self-esteem and encouraged them to
try new things.

The dinner to celebrate Jack will be
held at the senior center on Saturday,
Nov. 15. Tickets are $15 and can be
purchased at the PAL.

Durham Ave. Thief Nabbed in the Act
Police responded to a call of a

possible burglary in process on the
1400 block of Durham Avenue on
November 10.

When they arrived they set up
a perimeter around the residence
and discovered that the rear sliding
door had been tampered with and
was ajar.

Officers entered the residence and
found the suspect, Inocencio Ri-
vera, 38, of Trenton, in the upstairs
bedroom. Rivera was arrested and
charged with burglary and theft. Bail
was set at $25,000. The suspect is
currently being held at the Middlesex

County Corrections Facility.
Anyone with additional informa-

tion is asked to contact Detective
Grasso at (908) 226-7661.

The December 5 is-

sue will be mailed

to every home and

business in South

Plainfield. What a

great opportunity

to advertise your business! For

information call 908-668-0010.


