
ction 5 items go to curb Oct. 26.
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Haunted Woods Tour Begins!

Show runs Oct. 24-26 & Oct. 31-
Nov. 1. Tours start at 6:15-6:30 p.m.
Children 12 & under must be accom-
panied by adult. Call (908) 346-2290.
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Eagle Cheerleaders
Dominate at MVCs

The South Plainfield Eagles Junior
Midget and Pee Wee Cheer squads
took first place at the Mountain Valley
Conference Cheer and Dance Com-
petition held at Bridgewater High
School on October 18. The Junior
Pee Wee Cheer squad took second
place in their division.

The 2008 Junior Midget Cheer
Squad, comprised of girls ages 12-13,
took first place in the Large Inter-
mediate category scoring an all time
high for South Plainfield Pop Warner.
They outscored Del Val to take the
title of MVC champions. This team
of 27 girls cheered and danced their
way to victory with five scorpions, an
impressive pyramid and dance that
rocked the floor.

On October 11 the Junior Midget

Cheer Squad also competed in the
North Hunterdon Icebreaker Classic
against six teams, including three non-
Pop Warner teams. South Plainfield
stole the show, dominated their com-
petition, and came home with the first
place trophy. The JM team will be
going on to the Central Qualifier at
Sovereign Bank Arena next week.

The 2008 Pee Wee Cheer Squad,
comprised of 20 girls ages 10-12, took
first place in the Small Novice division
at the MVC Conference Competition
on October 18, beating out tough
competition from three other towns.
This squad's routine had the highest
level of difficulty of any squad in their
division, and included five scales,
show-n-go's, five teddy-bear straddle

Eagles Junior Pee Wee Cheer squad takes second place last Saturday at
the Mountain Valley Conference Cheer and Dance Competition.

Mayor Charles Butrico
Mischief Night & Halloween

PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the children of the Borough of South Plainfield are entitled to the fun
and festivity associated with the observance of the Halloween "Trick or Treat" custom,
that is going from door-to-door in the immediate neighborhoods, displaying their
costumes and requesting "treats", and

WHEREAS, the increasing possibility of accidents is an ever present threat, and
WHEREAS, the night before Halloween, Thursday, October 30,2008 is known as

"Mischief Night" and has been traditionally a night when childish pranks have been
played, some of said pranks have resulted in physical harm to others as well as damage to
automobiles and properties of innocent owners.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Charles F. Butrico, Jr., Mayor of the Borough of South
Plainfield, do hereby proclaim that a curfew of 7:00 p.m. on Mischief Night, Thursday,
October 30, 2008, be imposed and enforced for all minor residents of the Borough to
protect residents and their properties, and

I further proclaim Friday, October 31,2008 as "Trick or Treat Day" in the Borough
with all trick or treat activities to be conducted between the hours of 3:00 p.m. and 7:00
p.m.

I also ask that young children be accompanied by parents or other responsible adults.
I further request that households indicate their willingness to welcome children by
keeping their porch or exterior lights on and that youngsters call only on homes so
lighted. I encourage the cooperation of all citizens, young and old, in making this a happy
and safe occasion for children.

I further request because there have been, in recent years, incidents of children
receiving and consuming articles of food or candy that have been tampered with by the
inclusion of dangerous items, controlled dangerous substances and poison and these
incidents have been highly publicized when discovered, it is the recommendation of this
office that parental supervision be extended to include insistence that children do not
consume any "treats" until closely examined by their parents.

It is further advised that all parents follow the rule "if in doubt - throw it out" where
any evidence of tampering with packaging or surfaces of consumable products exists.

Charles Butrico, Mayor - Borough of South Plainfield
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Troop 125 Eagle Scouts: Omar Rodriguez, Joseph Ragno, Chris Esposito and Jonathan Montoya. Standing are
Michael Corvelyn and Robert Vincent.

Four Scouts Achieve Eagle Award
Troop 125 held an Eagle Court of

Honor and dinner on October 13.
Eagle Scout Awards were presented
to Chris Esposito, Jonathan Montoya,
Joseph Ragno and Omar Rodriguez.

Troop 125, sponsored by the VFW
Post 6763, is just two years away from
celebrating their ,75 th anniversary arid
over the years 55 scouts have earned
the Eagle Scout Award.

Chris Esposito is a 2008 graduate
of South Plainfield High School and is
attending Middlesex County College.
For his Eagle project he volunteered to
perform landscaping and helped refur-
bish the walking trail at the Plainfield
Humane Society.

Jonathan Montoya is a graduate
of North Plainfield High School and
plans to attend Rutgers. For his Eagle
project he cleaned the area surround-

Almost Famous
Players Robbed
Group Targeted
Twice in Two Weeks

The Almost Famous Players (AFP),
which donates the proceeds of its an-
nual Haunted Woods Tour to local
charitable organizations, has been the
victim of a crime for the second time
in just two weeks.

On October 4 vandals destroyed
set decorations built by the group
in preparation for the Friday, Oct.
24 "Devil's Island," the AFFs sixth
annual Halloween show.

In a separate incident on October
12, a perpetrator entered the van of
AFP founder Patricia Abbott and
stole $100 of advanced ticket sales
that she had collected.

Abbott said someone approached
her to tell her that they found two
checks and a $20 bill outside of her
van. Nothing else was taken.

Abbott filed a police report, but as
of yet no one has been charged.

The Almost Famous Players are
asking local businesses for assistance,
as well as accepting any donations.

The Putman Park Haunted Woods
Tour starts tonight. See box at top of
page for tour specifics.

ing the outside altar at St. Joseph's in
North Plainfield. He cut weeds and
shrubs and planted flowers around
the altar.

Joseph Ragno, a graduate of South
Plainfield High School, is attending
Middlesex County College. For his
project he painted the halls at St. Mary's
in Plainfield.

Omar Rodriguez, a graduate of
South Plainfield High School, is attend-
ing New Jersey City University. For his

project he volunteered at St. Mary's in
Plainfield, painting and sprucing up
the landscaping.

Mayor Charles Butrico, keynote
speaker for the evening, presented
the scouts with a proclamation from
the borough council for their achieve-
ments. The scouts were also presented
with presidential and senatorial cita-
tions and received awards from the
Flint & Steel Association, the Ameri-
can Legion and the VFW

Young spectators brace the cold at last Saturday's 27th Annual March-
ing Band Festival USSBA Competition at Jost Field. For more informa-
tion, see Music Notes on page 8.

Dems Fuming Over
Surprise Resolution

Mayor Charles Butrico and Demo-
cratic Councilmen Ray Petronko and
Joe Scrudato remain dismayed over
the lack of communication between
the entire governing body and the
passage of a surprise resolution intro-
duced at the start of the October 14
council meeting.

The resolution asks U.S. Attorney
Chris Christie to investigate the
2006 Suburban Transit Corp. land
purchase. Scrudato and Petronko were
both out-voted by their four Repub-
lican counterparts, who were in favor
of adding the last minute resolution
to the agenda. During the final vote
on the resolution, both decided to
abstain because they lacked enough
information to make a decision on
short notice.

The Democrats were not aware that
Council President Bengivenga had
been gathering information about the

land purchase for several months until
a story appeared in The Courier News
on October 13. They are also upset
that the Republicans did not bring
up the land purchase issue or share
any .of the information gathered at the
agenda meeting held the week before.

Councilman Ray Petronko said
this week that he is still baffled as to
why the Republican council mem-
bers waited until three weeks before
election time to bring the matter
up. "Why didn't he [Rob Bengi-
venga] bring this to the Recreation
Commission," said Petronko, since
Bengivenga is the council liaison to
Recreation. "It's just politics as usual,"
he added. According to Recreation
Commission minutes, Petronko an-
nounced on January 9, 2007, just a
day after PMK Group Inc. released
their report on the bus site contam-

(Continued on page 5)
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^±* Can't Make a Council Meeting?
Regular Council meetings air on Comcast Channel 74 Mondays, 7:30 p.m.

• = = • Agenda and/or Other SPECIAL Meetings air Saturday at 8 p.m.

(Check Comcast community bulletin board for last minute time changes.)

To purchase a copy of a complete Borough Council meeting, contact the Observer.

Meets twice a month on Mondays, except as noted.* All meetings begin at 7 p.m.
Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605
Agenda Meeting , Public Meeting

October 27
I\lovember3 NovembeMO
November 17 November24

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641
November 13*, December 1 1 * .

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted

Committee of the Whole, Wednesdays 7:30 p.m.: November 12,
December 10, January 14, February 11, March 11 and April 1.
Regular Public Meeting, Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.: Nov. 19, Dec. 17,
January 21, February 18, March 18 and April 8.

Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7716

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

olan
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.
November 18, December 16.

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7621
November 12, December 10, January 14

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. • Questions? 908-757-8100

Meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room, Borough Hall

Meets once a month on Mondays at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room at Roosevelt
Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

NINBAY
BRE/LKfUT BUFFIT

9AM - 1PM
Scrambled Eggs'Pancakes* French Toast* Chef Special
Home Fries • Sausage * Bacon * Cereal * Bagels * Rolls * Toast
Yogurt & Granola * Coffee * Tea * Juice * Milk * Chocolate Milk

Seniors

•RrtQ l $ 7 "
340 Hamilton Boulevard

909-755-llf RO (4376)
"Quality Food For Everyday Heroes^

Full Service
Lawn Maintenance

Spring/Fall Cleanup
& Shrub Trimming

Cutting/Mulching

Lawn Renovation

Grading, Seeding, Sod

Decorative Landscape-
Retaining Walls

Pavers, Walkways, Patios

Decorative Stone-Drainage

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Fri 7-5:30, Sat 7-3:30, Sun 8-2

(Except in August-Not Open Sundays)

908-822-1000
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
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Landscaping & Lawn Care

Over 20 Years Experience

1 Shrubs
1 Red, Black, Tan Playground Mulch & Root Mulch
1 Tepsoii Seed, Erosion Products, Weed

Mat, River Red Stone & Stone Dust

I -La.ycoc.cuuMuioM.aiiLMH.uura,.!, PAVING STONES & RETAINING WALLS
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Come Visit Us at 2801 Hamilton Blvd.South Plainfield

The opinions expressed in this
column are not necessarily those

of the publisher, nor do we
guarantee their accuracy.

Dear Editor,
I ask all of the residents of South

Plainfield to join me in supporting the
Democratic team of Chrissy Buteas and
Franky Salerno for election to the Bor-
ough Council. They represent a new
generation of leaders who will make us
proud. If you don't already know, let
me tell you a little about the candidates.

Chrissy was born and raised on
Randolph Avenue and graduated from
SPHS, where she was a star goalie on
the field hockey team. She graduated
surnma cum laude from Rowan Uni-
versity and obtained a masters degree
in public administration from Rutgers,
also graduating with high honors. She
is already recognized throughout the
state as shown by her acceptance in
Leadership New Jersey. She serves on
the Recreation Commission and Pub-
lic Celebrations Committee. Simply
stated, Chrissy possesses all of the quali-
ties which embody leadership-intelli-
gence, focus and an incredible work
ethic. She will make an outstanding
member of the borough council.

Franky is synonymous with what
makes South Plainfield great. He was
attending classes at SPHS when our
country was attacked on 9/11. Within
days he told his parents he wanted to
join the military to help protect Ameri-
ca. After graduating he enlisted in the
Navy and served in Iraq for over a year.
When he came home he joined the
Knights of Columbus and the Italian
American Club. He coaches Pop War-
ner football and Recreation basketball.
Franky has his priorities in order. Love
of God, family and country. Some ques-
tion the principles of the younger gen-
eration. Franky proves diat we as a
country have nothing to worry about.
We will be fortunate to have him con-
tinuing his life of service as a member
of the borough council.

As the campaign goes into its final
days, I am saddened to see the opposi-
tion candidates resort to what has be-
come the standard Republican play-
book. They are once again conducting
a 100% negative campaign with
trumped up 'scandals' and attacks on
die character of honest people who
have worked to make South Plainfield
die great place it is. In particular; their
use of the Internet to libel their per-
ceived enemies is as reprehensible a tac-
tic as I have seen.

I know that our residents will see
through the baseless political attacks
and vote for two young people who
only want to bring honest service to
the borough council. This year the
choice is easy: Chrissy Buteas and

!•••••• 1111111 M

SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR:
The Observer accepts letters to the editor to be considered for publication. Send your
letters to South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080, or fax to 908-668-8819, or via E mail: spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline is
Monday. 5 p.m. Letters must be accompanied by a name and telephone number for verifi-
cation. Limit letters to no more than 200 words. We reserve the right to refuse a letter, to
edit for clarity or length, and to limit the number of letters submitted on the same subject.
Submission is not a guarantee of publication. We do not accept anonymous letters. Letters
are strictly opinion. NOTE: We will not accept any negative letters next week.

Franky Salerno are just what we need
to put Soudi Plainfield back on track.

VERY TRULY YOURS,
PATRICK DIEGNAN, JR.

To the Editor:
A few years ago I had die great for-

tune to meet Robert Bengivenga and
Matt Anesh. They took the time to dis-
cuss some of my concerns about South
Plainfield and promised when they
were elected that they would do what
they could to right several wrongs in
the town. They were elected and kept
these promises.

I appreciate the honesty and integ-
rity with which they have approached
these situations, some of them are not
very pleasant problems, but they meet
them head on, and they don't bury
them in the sand for future elected
officials to find!

Their jobs are not "glory" jobs and
often keep them from their families and
friends with late night meetings and
functions to attend. I thank diem for
dieir time and efforts and plan to vote
in November to keep change going.

LINDA MACKENZIE

Dear Editor,
After all the political rhetoric is over,

we have a very different choice for Bor-
ough Council in South Plainfield this
year. We can vote for two people who
have stated dieir vision for the future
of our borough or we can vote for two
people who have an abysmal record
of service and have offered nothing in
this campaign to explain their vision for
die borough. I choose to vote for die
two people who have articulated dieir
vision for die future-Chrissy Buteas
and Franky Salerno, Democrats.

Chrissy and Franky have served die
borough for many years in different
capacities. Chrissy on the Zoning
Board, Recreation Commission and
Public Celebrations Committee while
Franky has served on die Planning
Board, as a Pop Warner football coach,
a member of die Italian American
Club and the VFW Chrissy was an
athlete who, rfirough her hard work
and determination, became an NCAA
Field Hockey champion. Franky, after
the attacks of 9/11, opted to serve our
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Got a Will?

Forget the Internet or Self Help.
Make Sure Your Will Complies with State Laws.

MENTION THIS AD FOR FREE CONSULTATION. CALL NOW

Brenda Vallecilla
ATTORNEY AT LAW

100 Front Street (Across from Moretti Realty) South Plainfield
• GENERAL PRACTICE LAW OFFICE •

908-756-2173
• • • • • • I I1111 imiimiiiii

Sacred Heart
Church
149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10-11:30 a,m. andby appointment

Mass Schedule;
Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a,m.
Weekdays Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 ant; Mon. andTfwrs. 7p.m.
Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Hofy Days 9 a,m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m.

Country in die U.S. Navy This alone
speaks volumes about these two ex-
traordinary young people.

But in addition to these items,
Chrissy and Franky have spoken about
me Soum Plainfield mey envision. One
mat has our children being able to at-
tend school widiout being harmed by
an eighteen-wheeler rumbling down
Hamilton Boulevard. One mat has our
taxes being kept under control and not
being raised 15 points in seven months.
One mat preserves open space. One
that expands and improves our recre-
ational facilities. This is die South
Plainfield that Chrissy Buteas and
Franky Salerno envision and diis is the
Soudi Plainfield I envision.

I urge everyone to join me and vote
for me Democratic team of Chrissy
Buteas and Franky Salerno for the
Soudi Planfield Borough Council on
Tuesday, Nov. 4.

HARRY KUHN

To the Editor:
Rob Bengivenga and Matt Anesh

deserve re-election. They've repre-
sented me taxpayers well by cutting
spending and borrowing, as well as by
digging us out of die huge hole left
by die prior administration. In just
nine mondis as part of the new ma-
jority, they've done some great work.

Just look at the "Safe Streets, Safe
Kids" program as an example. Dan-
gerous speeding on cut-diru streets is
a real problem. Anesh and Bengiven-

(Ctmtinuedon.pqge 10)

The South Plainfield Observer is
published weekly on Friday

by G&G Graphics Inc.
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Additional Speed
Humps Coming
ByLibbyBarsky

Council members have been dis-
cussing speed humps to determine the
most effective way to reduce vehicles
speeding on residential streets. Mayor
Charlie Butrico noted that four-way
stop signs would be less expensive.
Councilman Ray Petronko added that
the Department of Transportation ad-
vocates speed humps as a more effec-
tive way to slow traffic.

As a result of these earlier discus-
sions, the Borough Council approved
a resolution on October 14 to pay
T&M Associates $11,500 to develop
the necessary design and cost estimate
for installing approximately 12 speed
humps in three locations: Walnut
Street between Clinton Avenue and
the border with Piscataway; Rahway
Avenue between Plainfield Avenue
and Lake Avenue and on Oak Tree
Avenue on both sides of the Post Of-
fice cross walk.

The installation of approximately
seven speed tables-long flat topped
speed humps-are also included in the
traffic improvement plan. They will be
positioned near the high school, mid-
dle school and Grant school complex
and at the intersections of Plainfield
Avenue with Lake Street andLane Av-
enue.

Before starting with die proposed
project me following information is
needed: traffic counts from the police
department showing an average daily
traffic count of 3,000 vehicles per day
or less on the designated residential
streets; the concurrence of the Board
of Education for installing speed tables
on Lake Street and Lane Avenue and
residents' input on the installation of
3peed humps on their streets.
• According to T&M Associates,, the
borough is currently adding speed
humps to the ongoing Linden Ave-
nue and East Hendricks Boulevard
projects, which are under construc-
tion.

Voters: Help Feed
the Hungry Nov. 4

. .ith Plainfield residents are>
> bring a can or box of food:

' :g place when voting;
•• . Tuesday Nov. 4.

. donations will be used

1st time
homebuyer?

Visit www.MikePfeifer.com

Knights of Columbus adults and youth group members put the
finishing touches on a new sidewalk for a local resident.

Knights of Columbus Come to
the Aid of a Resident in Need

On September 13 the South
Plainfield Knights of Columbus,
along with its youth group, Squires,
replaced the front sidewalk at the
Clinton Terrace home of Dot Ro-
tola. Mrs. Rotola is a member of
the Columbiettes, which is a
women's group affiliated with the
Knights. The original sidewalk had
fallen into disrepair and become a
safety hazard. The Knights also re-
placed the lock on the side door of
her home because the original lock

was inoperable.
Knights who worked on the proj-

ect were Bill Butrico, Mark Resende
and Steve Belanger. Squires who also
worked very hard on the project
were Luke Sprenger, Tommy Ricci-
ardi, Matthew Resende, Mason Re-
sende, Matthew Belanger and Kevin
Belanger. The materials were do-
nated by the Knights and paid for
with money raised by the entire
Squires group through their volun-
teer efforts at a spaghetti dinner.

Police Seek Info on Carjacking

N E W S
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The day was crisp and cool and the
Suburban Woman's Club of South
Plainfield was happy to be on the
American Legion lawn on Oak Tree
Avenue. We held our annual fall yard
sale and, as usual, our faithful mem-
bers and friends turned out to make it
successful. Thank you to all who
helped make this a profitable endeavor.

The funds raised at events like this
are used for our scholarship fund and
towards our yearly project, which this
year is to raise money for research for
the causes and alleviation of autism..

We are now spending our time
learning about autism in hopes of be-
ing able to make others familiar with
the incidence of autism in our area.
New Jersey has one of the highest in-
cidences in the nation. Research will
help to find the cause of this.

On a more cheerful note, the Sub-
urban Woman's Club is sponsoring a
theater party on Sunday, Nov. 9 at the
Circle Theaters Players, 416 Victoria
Rd. in Piscataway. The play will be
"The Clean House," by Sarah Ruhl, a
comedy and wildly romantic quest for
the perfect joke. House cleaning and
joke telling take on a new meaning in
the lives of four extraordinary women.
The play will begin at 2 p.m.

Refreshments, tea and coffee will be
served during intermission: Door
prizes will be distributed at the same
time. Tickets will be $17 and can be
obtained from club members or by
calling (908) 757-3680.

Election Day, Nov. 4, will soon be
upon us. Please do not fail to vote!

-Submitted by Gloria M. Breuning

Gas Prices Continue Upward Trend.,
We can't control the price of gas, but we

can make sure we're squeezing every
mile out of each gallon we buy.

There are many factors that affect the
fuel economy in your car. We have the

equipment and know-how to make sure
that you are efficiently using every drop

of gas that goes into your tank.

1st Time Customers receive $5
off on a Lube, Oil, and Filter

Service or S20 off any service
over $100.00
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A carjacking took place in the
Burger King parking lot on Park Av-
enue on October 22 at 1 a.m.

The victim told police that as he
attempted to exit the parking lot he
was approached by a black male who
inquired about a ride. When the vic-
tim refused to provide transportation
the suspect brandished a 10-inch knife
and placed it to the victim's chest.

The suspect entered the vehicle then
fled northbound into the City of

Plainfield, leaving the victim behind.
The victim was not injured as a re-

sult of this incident and remained at
the scene. The suspect is described as
approximately 25 to 30 years old, 5 ' / '
to 5'9", 200 lbs., shoulder length
dreadlock hair, wearing a dark colored
coat and a Yankee baseball cap

Anyone with information is urged
to contact Sgt. Dan Noonan or Det.
Vincent Campagna at (908) -226-
7660. . - - '

SCHOOL BOARD
• A tenure certificate was presented

to Melody Haggerty.
• The Superintendent's Goals and

Objectives 2008-2009 were approved.
• The BOE approved the following:

School Violence Awareness Week Octo-
ber 2008, the Pandemic Influenza Man-
agement Plan, the Annual Report of
Vandalism, Violence and Substance
Abuse for 2007-2008 school year, Dis-
trict Testing Report Approval of
Foodservice Biosecurity Management
Plan, the high school leadership group
trip and the high school social studies
trip to Rutgers Model United Nations.

• The BOE introduced the first read-
ing of Policy No. 2452-Community Edu-
cation; Policy No. 8540-Free and Re-
duced Rate Meals; First Reading Policy
No. 7410-Maintenance and Repair.

• Alicia Torchia, Riley School instruc-
tional support aide, resigned and was ap-
pointed Riley School Elementary long
term substitute teacher, a temporary re-
placement for Angela Raimondo-
Hajduk.

• High school sixth period teaching
appointments were Andrew Casano,
Allison Dressier and Loretta Tansey.

The BOE approved the following
appointments:

• Franklin Ferrara as adult high school
Saturday" ESL teacher; Kristen Bennett
as middle school homework club advi-
sor; Alyson Oiler as field hockey co-head;
Vera Agee as aftercare latchkey aide and
Robert Walker Integrated Pest Manage-
ment coordinator;

• The 2008-2009 winter and spring

coach appointments;
• George Sarnoff, special assistant to

the business administrator, a newly cre-
ated position.

• The BOE approved the removal and
installation of eighth grade corridor lock-
ers at the middle school.

• High school fire alarm panels will
be replaced.

Students from John E. Riley Elemen-
tary School gave a Character Education
presentation at the October 15 public
meeting. Thank you to Principal Al
Czech and staff.

Thank you to Debbie Schroeder and
Kay Mindler in the Board of Education
business office for the extensive research
on business minutes items.

The BOE and borough shared services
continue. Handicap-accessible ramps
have been placed in and around Riley
School at no cost to the BOE through a
grant received by the borough. Speed
tables will also be placed on various
streets leading to the high school. Thank
you to Borough Council Shared Services
Chairman Council President Robert
Bengivenga, Jr., and Councilman Ray
Rusnak and BOE shared" service mem-
bers Robert Jones and Debbie Boyle.

Correction

The Old Timers would like to thank Debra
Leporino, president of the South Plainfield
Business Association; George Yanik; Steve
Balzer and Angelo's Ice, for their support
of The Run for the Children Battling Cancer.
They were omitted from the Oct. 17 article,
"Old Timers Motorcyle Club Run for the
Children Draws 700."

personal training for women
THE ONE STEP B O D Y PROGRAM One step
sculpts the mind, body, and spirit focusing on nutrition,
strength building, core training, cardio, personal training &
education. Each client receives a tailcroc; '-U;lf|H designed
to help them achieve their fitness and " : oals. This is
not just a physical reconstruction, but ?.. " | | | | hemind .

Jill Pavel
50 South Plainfield Ave., SoutkFWreU
PWe: (732) 423-7727
E-Mail: jill@onestepLodvj.com

.ASK ABOUT
THESE GREAT
OTHER SERVICES
* Bridal Bootcamp

•Nutrition

H
•ResistancelW j
'Cardio an''

. t,:, ;••

One step... One commitment... One body... A New Life

KEACH EVEAY HOME
tf BUSINESS (10,000+) IN
SOUTH PLAINFIELD IN THE

DECEMBER 5 OBSE/lVE/t.

Your Hometown Newspaper

For information on advertising, call 908-668-0010.

- .
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SPHS Class of 1978
30th Reunion
October 25

SPHS Class of 1978 will hold their
30th class reunion on Saturday, Oct.
25 at the Crown Plaza Hotel (formally
known as Clarion Hotel & Towers)
in Edison. Pre-paid entry only; no tick-
ets will be sold at the door.

For information or to purchase tick-
• ets, please E-mail sphs30yrgmail. com
or call Janie at (908) 755-0959.

SPHS Football
Parents Yard Sale
October 25

The South Plainfield High School,
football parents will be holding a yard
sale on Saturday, Oct. 25 from 8 a.m.
to3p.m. atmeMiddleSchoolonPlain-
field Avenue. Donations accepted.

Kennedy Trunk-r-Treat
October 28 (raindate October 29)

Kennedy Elementary School is hav-
ing a Trunfcr-Treat fundraising event
on Tuesday, Oct. 28. Cars will be deco-
rated between 5:30 and 6:30 p.m;
trick or treating .from 6:30 to 8:30
p.m. Food, raffles and games in caf-
eteria. Cost is $10 per family

Any questions, call Barbara Bythell
at (908) 754r9629.

SPBA/Commerce
Bank Meet & Greet
October 29"

The directors and officers of Com-
merce Bank, along with the South
Plainfield Business Association, cor-
dially invite you to attend a Meet &
Greet Business Reception on Wednes-
day, Oct. 29 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
at Commerce Bank, 2473 Plainfield

Ave. Guest speaker will be Frank Win-
ters, AVP, financial advisor with Com-
merce Wealth Management.

RSVP by October 24 to Carolyn
Allen at (908) 561-3275 or Debra
Anne Leporino at (908) 754-6914.

Edison Valley Playhouse
Halloween Production
October 31-November 15

Edison Valley Playhouse presents
"The Mystery of Irma A£p," based-on
Hitchcock's film "Rebecca," as well a,
other recognizable films.

The play opens Halloween Night,
Friday, Oct. 31st at 8:p.m. and runs
every weekend through Saturday, Nov.
15. Tickets: $15 adults; $12-students/
seniors. Dinner packages are available.

Tickets are available at the door, or
by phone (908) 755-4654 or via E-
mail: info@evplayhouse.com. Visa/
MC accepted.

Columbiettes Plan
Trip to Reading
November 1

The South Plainfield Columbiettes
are sponsoring a trip to the outlets in
Reading, Pa. on Saturday, Nov. 1. Bus
leaves the Sacred Heart Church park-
ing lot, off South Plainfield Avenue,
at 8 a.m. sharp and returns by 7 p.m.
Cost is $35 and includes driver's tip,
lunch voucher, coupon book and
shopping bag. Bus will stop at the
Cracker Barrel in Fogelsville, Pa. on
return, with dinner on your own.

For reservations or information, call
Kathy at (908) 756-3772.

Scouting for Food
November 1-15

The annual Scouting for Food drive
will be held November 1-15 by our
towns' Boy Scout troops and Cub

The South Plainfield Health Department
Is Conducting Its Annual

RABIES CLINIC
At the

South Plainfield Borough Garage
(corner of Spicer and Belmont Ave.)

Dog and Cat Owners are urged to bring
their pets for innoculation.

Only 2008 Dog & Cat Licenses Will Be Available
Please Note: Cats must be in a carrier

DATE:
Saturday, November 1,2008

9:00 am -12:00 noon

For More Information Please Call

226-7631

Twin City Pharmacy
Tel. (908) 755-7696 Fax (908) 755-6003

1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 (Next to AIMS)

50% Off ENTIRE
INVENTORY

Single, Boxed, Seasonal & Ornaments

24 Hour Emergency Care Service - Free Delivery

Scout packs. Flyers or bags for dona-
tions will be distributed the weekends
of either November 1 or 8 and col-
lected the weekends of November 8
or 15. If every household put out at
least one item in each of the bags, we
would surpass our previous years of
collecting, replenish our depleted food
pantries and challenge our Scouts by
working harder to "do a good deed."

OLC Election Day
Spaghetti Supper
November 4

Our Lady of Czestochowa Rosary
Society will be holding an election day
spaghetti supper at the parish hall from
4:30 to 8 p.m. Adults $8, senior citi-
zens $7, children 5-12 $5 and children
under five are free. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door.

Take out available, call (908) 753-
4077 to order.

JFK Vendor/Craft Fair
November 20

JFK Elementary, 2900 Norwood
Ave., will hold their annual vendor/
craft fair on Thursday, Nov. 20 from
6-9 p.m. Vendors and crafters wanted!

Please contact Jennifer at (908)
755-8912 or Janice at (908) 756-4175
for more information. -

Out of Town

Yvette Glover Returns
October 24

An evening with Yvette Glover and
her trio, sponsored by the Metuchen
Cultural Arts Commission, will be
held Friday, Oct. 24 at 8 p.iiL at
Metuchen High School. Cost is $8 for
adults and $7 for students. Also per-
forming will be Steve Kaplan.

For more information, call (732)
632-8502.

Critical Life Issues
Conference
October 25

The seventh annual Critical Life Is-
sues Conference, sponsored by the Dio-
cese of Metuchen Office of Respect for

Life, will be held on Saturday, Oct. 25
from 8:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. at the-
St. John Neumann Pastoral Center, 146
Metlars Lane in Piscataway. Pre-regis-
tration is required. Admission is $40;
$20 for students, priests, deacons, reli-
gious or parish pro-life representatives.
Lunch is included.

To register, call (732) 562-1990, ext.
1543 or visit www.diometuchen.org.

Dinner With An
Australian Flair
October 25

St. Francis' Episcopal Church, 400
New Market Road in Dunellen, will
host a dinner on Saturday, Oct. 25.
Food provided by Outback Steak-
house of Green Brook. Doors open at
5:30 p.m.; dinner at 6 p.m. Tickets:
$20 adults; $10 children under 12.

For information call (732) 968-
6781 or (732) 752-5608.

Monmouth Symphony
Opens Season
October 26
•" The Monmouth Symphony Or-
chestra will open its 60th anniversary
season with a program of classical
music on Sunday, Oct. 26 at 3 p.m. at
the Axelrod Performing Arts Center,
100 Grant Ave. in Deal Park.

Tickets: adults $30; seniors $25 and
students $5.

For information, call (732) 531-
9100, ext! 142.

CHATS Meeting
October 27

CHATS (Connected Hearts Adop-
tion Triad Support) will hold a meet-
ing on Monday, Oct. 27 from 7:15-
9:15 p.m. at Watchung Avenue Pres-
byterian Church, 170 Watchung Ave.,
North Plainfield. We have light re-
freshments and time for sharing sto-
ries. Everyone is welcome!

Depression/Bipolar
Support Meeting
October 29

The public is cordially invited to
attend the monthly educational meet-

Our Lady Of Czestochowa
R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

NEW MASS SCHEDULE
Daily at 8am except Wednesdays

(908) 756-1333
Tues.-Miracubiis Medal Navena followed by Mass

Weekend Schedule: Saturday evenings 4:30 pm
Sunday mornings Sam and 11am

ing of the depression and bipolar sup-
port .alliance on Wednesday, Oct. 29
at 7:45 p.m. usingthe facilities of the
Morristown Unitarian Fellowship, 21
Normandy Heights Rd. in Mor-
ristown. Nominal donation for non-
members.

Morristown Madams
November 1

The Morristown Madams Women's
Flat Track Roller Derby Team will
square off against Lehigh Valley's Spe-
cial Vixen's Unit on Saturday, Nov 1
at 7 p.m. at the-Morristown Rink, 38
Dumont St. inMorristown. Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 online at
www.morristownmadarns.com; $12 at
the door; students and seniors $5; chil-
dren under 12 free.

For more information, E-mail Dee
Licious atinfo@moiristownrnadams.
com or call (973) 879-7431.

Metuchen Edison
Women's Club Meeting
November 5

The Metuchen-Edison Women's
Club will hold it's monthly meeting
on Wednesday, Nov. 5 at 7:30 p.m. at
The Heritage at Clara Barton, 1015
Amboy Ave. in Edison. The program
will feature candle painting by Christel
Takacs. Guests are welcome. Light re-
freshments will be served.

For information, contact Mary at
(732) 494-5649.

Country Store and
Church Bazaar
November 7 &S':I'::l

St. Luke's Lutheran Church, 264
New Market Ave. in Dunellen will
hold their 38th Annual Country Store
and Church Bazaar on Friday, Nov. 7
from 6 to 9 p.m. and on Saturday,
Nov. 8 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Hand-
made needlework, homemade baked
goods and gently used items for sale.
All are welcome!

MOMS Club Open House
November 13

The MOMS Club of South Plain-
field is holding an open house on
Thursday, Nov. 13 at 10 a.m. Meet
some of our members and see what
we're about.

For more information about us or
our open house, check us out online
at www.momsclubofsouthplainfield.
com or call Nancy at (732) 236-3229.

Search the
MLS at

www.MikePfeifer. com

A CONVENIENT SERVICE FOR SENIORS
We

Now
Offer

SAME DAY
APPOINTMENTS
Monday-Saturday, 10 am to 2 pm

DOCTORS1 OFFICE SERVICES
Director, N. Mavani, M.D. Internal Medicine

EDISON
688 Grove Avenue

(732) 549-3227

CARTERET
237 Roosevelt Avenue

(732) 541-2141
We participate in traditional Medicare, private fee for services, plus ADVANTAGE plans of
AmeriGroup, BC/BS, Humana, Oxford, Wellcare, Well Choice and United Health Care.
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Progressive Insurance Considering Building in Borough
By Libby Barsky

When traffic comes off Route 287
into the Borough, the gateway could
have a different look. The former junk
yard on McKinley Avenue will be the
home for a new business-an insurance
claims center contained within a new
building-that is if Progressive manage-
ment approves the site.

At an informal hearing, Kevin P.
McGrath, manager of development
for Progressive Insurance, brought in
a rendering of a proposed building and
explained its function to members of
the planning board in August.

McGrath had been before the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment previously
for an interpretation of the zoning
regulations of the McKinley Avenue
property At that time, the site was
zoned M-3 heavy industrial. The area

From the South Plainfield

Rendering of proposed Progressive claim center.

has since been rezoned as OPA and
the building would comply with the
new zoning.

In 2003 Progressive Insurance de-
veloped the concept of a concierge
level of claims service where custom-
ers drop off their cars at a claims ser-
vice center and pick them up once re-
pairs were completed, and all elements
of the claims/repair process is taken
care of in one place.

McGrath said he expected a total
of 10 to 12 vehicles would be serviced
in daily. He also expected the1 claims
center would employ from 10 to 12
employees when it opened and that it
would grow. The proposed center
would also contain offices for up to
200 agents within the building.

According to McGrath there are 52
claims centers operational throughout
the country.

Dems Fuming Over Surprise Resolution
(Continued from page 5)
nation, that the mayor and council
wanted them to use the property for an
expansion of the Ponytail Park. Petronko
claims he had no knowledge at the time
that the property was contaminated and
said from what he now knows that "this
[the bus site] will not turn into a
superfund site."

N.J. Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) Records Access
Manager Matt Koufer said that the
former bus company site is still an active
case and was called to their attention in
May 2005, after a 3,000 ton under-
ground heating old tank was removed.
According to NJDEP records, there is still
soil contamination and no remedial ac-
tion documents have been filed.

Suburban Transit Corp. had been
leasing the New Market Avenue address
for many years from Sidney Kuchin,
owner of Malmok Leasing Co.,:until
they bought the property on .Qctphej .-,
21, 2004 for $250,000 from Kuchin's
estate. The borough then purchased the
2.6 acre property from Suburban on
December 29, 2006 for $675,000. A
Middlesex County Open Space Trust
Fund grant for $750,000 covered the
purchase with $75,000 going toward
anticipated site remediation costs. An ap-
praisal of the property for Middlesex
County, performed by Fleming White

Appraisals, Inc., valued the land at
$775,000 and deducted $75,000 for
remedial costs with a final property value
of $700,000.

When the resolution was introduced
at the December 5 council meeting,
Councilmen Charles Butrico, Ray
Petronko, Matt Anesh and Rob
Bengivenga all voted yes to purchase the
property.

'1 want to see the right thing done
here," said Democratic Councilman Joe
Scrudato, who was not on the council
at the time the property was purchased.
But after obtaining documentation on
the sale he said he believes that a state
investigation is not necessarily a bad idea.
"I know we [the Democrats] will come
out good in the end. The site will be a
huge addition to Ponytail Park and
South Plainfield."

Council President Bengivenga said,
'1 am putting the pieces to the puzzle
together in the clerk's office." He added
that he has found additional correspon-
dence dating back to 2005 betweeriSub^
urban and the borough. Bengivenga
said, "Patrick Diegnan knew about the
contamination" and the borough was
"letting polluters off the hook?' by sign-
ing a hold harmless agreement. He
added, "It was a done deal and I don't
know why the council was never noti-
fied of this."

"We need to move ahead with this,"
said Mayor Charles Butrico. "We knew
there was some level of contamination
and we needed to take a risk and pur-
chase the property." He explained how
adeveloperwas ready to build 15 homes
on the property and "the borough
worked around the builder" to preserve
the space. He said that while he was on
the council during that time, he was not
directly involved with the decision mak-
ing. Butrico estimated that with some
extra money spent on the site for clean-
up it would be worth approximately
$1.6M. "When you look at the big pic-
ture, it was a win for South Plainfield."

It is still not dear as to why the bor-
ough signed a hold harmless agreement
with the seller at the time of purchase
and why the ordinance and resolution
to purchase the property had never taken
place. Borough Attorney Paul Rizzo is
currently researching the matter in re-
gards, to the legal aspectof the land sale
transaction along with how the borough
should proceed from this point.

PAL Aerobics Classes
If s time to get in shape for the holi-

day The South Plainfield PAL will be
starting aerobics and toning classes on
Tuesdays and Thursdays beginning
November 4, from 9 to 10 a.m.

Register at the PAL.

By Chris Grippo

Incredibly, next Friday is Halloween
and the library has a lot of different
items to help you celebrate the holiday
To begin with there is "Halloween
Pumpkins and Parties" (745.5941), a
book that will give you suggestions for
everything from what to cook to how
to decorate. And then to set the mood
we have audio CDs of scary sounds
including screeches, clanks and howls,
scary sound effects, and chiller, which
contains scary music as well as digital
sound effects.

We also have a large selection %f
Halloween themed craft books, includ-
ing everything from "Pumpkin Chic"
to "Hocus Pocus: Halloween Crafts
for a Spooktacular Holiday," which
does include ideas for creating appro-
priate invitations for your Halloween
Party All are located in the 745.594
and 745.5941 area of the library. To
give you further ideas we have cook-
books in 641.568 that will give you
suggestions for treats and "The Hal-
loween Handbook: 447 Costumes"
(for both children and adults) in
394.2646 CLA for dressing up. And
finally we have a large selection of scary
movies from the serious, the Hallow-
een series, to the silly, "Mystery Sci-
ence Theater." For more suggestions,
you can just stop by the reference desk
and we will help you find what you
want. Taken together we can help you
celebrate a wild and crazy Halloween.

In keeping with the Halloween
theme of the week, Mr. Kurt will be
here on Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 6:30
p.m. This is a drop in activity so you

do not need to register. Otherwise
Miss Linda and Miss Mija are on their
regular schedule of programs. Tuesday
at 10:30 a.m. and Thursday at 1:15
p.m. for three year-olds and up,
Wednesday and Thursday at 10:30
a.m. for two year-olds and Fridays at
10:30 a.m. for Books & Babies, a sing-
a-long and storytelling hour.

Also, the library has two display
cases which are available for individu-
als or groups to displays their hobbies,
handicrafts, or any other material you
think would be of interest to your fel-
low patrons. If you would like to sched-
ule either or both cases, please contact
Michelle Lavoie at (908) 754-7885.

If you have any questions, call the
library at (908) 754-7885 or visit us
at 2484 Plainfield Avenue, across the
parking lot from Borough Hall.

Edison Valley
louse AuditionsPlayhc

Edison \alley Playhouse is looking
for singers, actors and musicians 18
and over, for the holiday production
of "Striking 12," a contemporary pop-
rock musical comedy/concert written
by Brendan Milburn, Rachel Sheinkin
and Valerie Vigoda.

Bring eight bars of up-tempo jazz/
pop/rock audition piece to perform.
Musicians are needed who can read
music: guitar, drums, bass guitar, vio-
lin, cello and keyboards.

Open auditions will be held at the
theater, 2196 Oak Tree Rd. in Edison
on Saturday, Nov. 1,1 to 4 p.m. and
Sunday, Nov. 2 from 5 to 9 pm. r

MATTES
A Source for Medical/Dental/ Wellness Professionals

Advanced Chiropractic
Wellness Center

Dr. Norayr Ozbalik, DC

904 Oak Tree Avenue, Suite O

South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 561-1777
Fax:908-561-9711

Non-invasive treatment of neck pain,
back pain, headaches, numbness, •. .
tingling, weakness and pain in the
arms and legs
Fibromyalgia
Sciatica •
Personal Injury cases including injuries
related to car accidents and/or
slips and falls

Bulging and herniated discs
16 years experience serving >
South Plainfield and surrounding
communities
Most major medical insurance and
Medicare accepted
Convenient office hours Monday
through Saturday
Walk-ins Welcome

Chiropractic Health & Rehabilitation Center
Dr. Mital Patel, DC

Why Suffer? Call for Immediate Care.
908-755-3646

FREE CONSULTATION
Medicare & Most Insurance Accepted
• Back & Neck Pain • Auto Accidents
• Sports Injuries • Disc Herniations

904 Oak Tree Rd., Ste. D South Plainfield, NJ

COSMETIC &. GENERAL DENTISTRY

281 Durham Avenue, South Plainfield (908) 791-0900

1 0 % OFF ;
Grand Opening Special:

; New Patients Only-Expires 12/5/08 •

15% Off
All Borough of South Plainfield

Employees, Firefighters and
Rescue Squad Members

Dr. Loay Deifallah, DDS • Most Insurance Accepted •• Se Habla Espanol

"/ have helped thousands of patients with the conditions listed above over
the last 16 years. We take pride in our very friendly and efficient office
staff in a professional office setting. There is no fee for consultations.".

Relieve Your Pain & Stress with Acupuncture!

Safe Natural & Effective

ACUPUNCTURE HELPS WITH:

• Sciatica/Baek Pain
1 Arthritis/Joint Pain
1 Sleep Disorders
1 Migraines/Headaches

PMS

Anxiety/Stress
1 Allergies/Asthma
1 Digestive Disorders
1 Chronic Diseases
1 Weight Management

Carolyn Raiman, CA, Dipl. Ac.
NJ BOARD CERTIFIED ACUPUNCTURIST

(908) 477-9587
By appointment only

CA, Vipl Ac.

CUPUNC !RE & ORIENTAL MEDICINE,
908 Oak Tree Road, Suite O, South Plainfield



To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010 October 24,2OO8

2008-09

JUNIOR JOURNALIST

Leon Doss Named Junior Journalist
Leon Dass, Roosevelt School

fourth grader, is this week's winner in
the 2008-09 Junior Journalist pro-
gram. His submission has earned him
dinner for his family, courtesy of
Hometown Heros.

Students should submit their origi-
nal written works to their teachers,
school principal, Hometown Heros
on Hamilton Blvd. or the Observer of-
fice at 1110 Hamilton Blvd.

The winners will receive a catered
dinner for their families from Home-
town Heros and will be honored at a
year-end banquet in May of 2009,
where they will additionally be recog-
nized for their efforts. Junior Journal-
ists also have the opportunity to, win
the Ruth Kurland Memorial $1,000
savings bond which will be awarded
at the banquet.

Junior Journalist winner Leon Dass
with teacher Laura Mottley

For more information, call the
Observer at (908) 668-0010 or Home-
town Heros at (908) 755-4376.

-

' •

The Ending of Summer
By Leon Dass

Summer comes to an end.
The sparkling yellow sun heats the leaves.

The crisp brown leaves fall like rain.
The howling wind combined with a powerful gust

comes in at full speed
with the cold air making you shiver.

Old worn out twigs crackling,
SNAP!

- It spins in a circle.
It does not stop in the powerful air.

The ending of summer is here.

• •

Food Donations Sought for Drive
Franklin Rainear, manager and lo-

cal owner of South Plainfield James W
Conroy Funeral Home, is asking for
community support for a food drive
covering all of Middlesex County. The

Selling Your Home?
Visit

www.MikePfeifer. com

items that he receives will be donated
to the St. Vincent DePaul Society, Sac-
red Heart Church. The drop off loca-
tion is the funeral home, 2456 Plain-
field Ave. Food can be dropped off 24/
7 in the flower room.

Please donate food items that do
not require refrigeration.

We at the South Plainfield James W
Conroy Funeral Home are working with
the community to help those in need and
will continue our efforts to do so.

South PlainfieId-Four bedroom split level home on 98x306 lot. Two
full baths, two fireplaces, 4-zone heat, central air, whole house fan
and mostly hardwood floors, 18 x 36 in-ground pool, 2,500 square
feet of patio with brick oven and full basketball court with bleachers.

BEST

JOhn (JACK) PederSen
Licensed Sales Agent
C i l M

Outstanding Agents. Outstanding Results."

30 South Plainfield Ave,
South Plainfield

Cell 908-922-2368
Office 908-755-0200

www.jackpedersen.com

t=> Equal opportunity employers. 072475
©2008 RE/MAX International, Inc. All rights reserved.
^a c '1 Ê/MAX<B> real estate office is independently owned and operated

Eagle Cheerleaders Dominate at MVCs
(Continued from page 1)
sits, one-legged stunts, and a fast and
entertaining dance routine. Their tum-
bling runs included front- and back-
walkovers, cartwheels, round-offs,
handstand forward rolls and back rolls.
The girls performance was near-per-
fect, landing them the highest score
of a Pee Wee squad in South Plainfield
history Expectations are high for this
squad as they move on to Central
Qualifiers next week. The Pee Wee
squad came in fifth place in Eastern
Region in 2007, but they are looking
to improve on that record for 2008.

The 2008 Junior Pee Wee Cheer
Squad took second place in the large
novice division. The team, comprised
of 31 fourth and fifth graders, proudly
performed their routine with an elec-
trifying combination of stunts, jumps
and tumbling. The crowd eagerly
participated by cheering "green, black
and white!" Their routine included a
variety of stunts ranging from thigh
stands, to hitches, to a multi-level
pyramid. "All of the girls performed
like a team and it showed," said Allison
Parajon, head coach. "The girls feel
extremely honored to represent South
Plainfield JPW I am so proud of
them." This win advances the girls to
the Central Qualifiers at the Sovereign
Bank Arena in Trenton.

It was a full day for all five cheer
squads, as the MVC Cheer Competi-
tion allows the younger Mitey Mite
and Flag Cheer squads to exhibit their
routines as well. While these squads
are not ranked, it gives the girls an

The 2008 Junior Midget Cheer squad

The 2008 Pee Wee Cheer squad

opportunity to show their stuff.
The Mitey Mite Cheer squad con-

tains 25 girls ages seven to nine. They
performed to "Mama Fm a Big Girl

report
• On Oct. 15 Claudio J. Bosa, 43,

of Freehold was arrested at the MVA
for exhibiting fraudulent documents.

• A Front Street resident reported
the lock to their apartment door had
been tampered with. No entry was
gained.

• On Oct. 16 Cheryl M. Bizer, 40,
of South Plainfield was arrested for ar-
son at the Spring Lake Park restrooms.

• David E. Ascencio, 45, of Plain-
field was arrested for driving while
intoxicated.

• Chintamanis, Inc. on Durham
Avenue reported that a woman had
left the store without paying for a ring
worth $130.

• On Oct. 17 Douglas N. Albert,
48, of Westfield was arrested for not
having a light on a bicycle and an out-

mohn s florist
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standing warrant.
• An employee of Jafco Supply

Corp. on So. Clinton Avenue reported
that the lock on their truck had been
pried open and an Ipod, cell phone,
lottery tickets and jacket and been
taken.

• Golden West Paper Converting
on Helen Street reported that their
front glass door had been smashed and
a Nikon camera was taken from an
office.

• On Oct. 18 Philip Stragapede, 31,
of Colonia was arrested for driving on
a suspended license and an outstand-
ing warrant.

• Miguel E. Ruiz, 49, of North
Plainfield was arrested for driving
while intoxicated, no insurance and
refusal to take a breathalyzer test.

• On Oct. 19 Thomas Z. Will-
bergh, 20, of Monroe was arrested for
driving on a suspended license and an
outstanding warrant.

• A Hillside Avenue resident report-
ed the theft of an antique cast iron
water pump from their front lawn.

COMPLETE
AUTO REPAIRS

NAPA Auto Care Center
Tire Center • Tune-Ups • Brakes •
Exhaust • Mufflers • Oil Changes

Alignment • A/C Repairs & Recharging

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Piainfield

Want to Build Your
Local Business?

Advertise in the official newspaper serving the
Community of South Plainfield for 11 years.

Bringing out the best of South Plainfield.
Call 908-668-0010 for information.

Now" and "Big Girls Don't Cry" by
Fergie. Their routine was composed
of several stunting groups. They did
preps, thigh stands, cartwheels, splits
and an awesome rotating teddy bear.
The Mitey Mites outshined their com-
petitors by doing outstanding jumps
and ripples in their routine.

The Flag cheer squad contains 42
girls, all of them five or six years old.
South Plainfield had by far the largest
Flag squad at the competition. The
Flag girls performed to music by
Danity Kane ("Damaged") and Rhi-
anna ("SOS"). Their routine included
cartwheels, splits, tuck jumps, thigh
stands and amazing dance moves.
Despite their young age and extremely
large group size, these girls performed
flawlessly and stole the show. They also
started the day for other Flag teams
where they set a high standard that
could not be beat.

Everyone had a fun day supporting
their sister squads and cheering them
on to victory!

The Junior Pee Wee, Pee Wee and
Junior Midget squads now move on
to the Central Qualifiers to be held
today at the Sovereign Bank Arena in
Trenton. Go Eagles!

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF CONNECTICUT

SUPERIOR COURT

ORDER OF NOTICE IN FAMILY CASES

Judicial District of New Britain

Docket No. FA-08-4018144

Plaintiff's Name: Rosa Suarez

Defendant's Name: Abraham Suarez

Notice to Abraham Suarez

Return Date: 11/4/08

The Court has reviewed the Motion for Order of Notice
and the Complaint/Application/Motion whichasks for
divorce (dissolution of marriage).

The Court finds that the current address of the party
to be notified is unknown and that all reasonable efforts
to find him have failed.

The COURT ORDERS that notice be given to the party
to be notified by placing a legal notice in South Plain-
field Observer, a newspaper circulating in South Plain-
field, NJ. 07080 containing a true and attested copy of
this Order of Notice, and, if accompanying a Complaint
for divorce {dissolution of marriage), complaint for dis-
solution of civil union, legal separation or annulment, or
if accompanying an application for custody or visitation,
a statement that Automatic Court'Orders have been
issued in the case as required by Section 25-5 of the
Connecticut Practice Book and are a part of the
Complaint/Application on file with the Court,

The notice should appear before October 25, 2008
and proof of service shall be filed with this Court.

The notice shall appear once a week for two succes-
sive weeks commencing on or before October 25,
2008 and proof of service shall be filed with this Court.

ATTEST:
Andrew Holden, Assistant Clerk
September 18, 2008

ATTEST:
Alan F. Zaniewski, State Marshal, Hartford County

$77.00 October 24 & 31, 2008
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Maskedti

"Something feels a little dirty
about South Plainfield's cleanup
problems at an old bus depot...
Connect a few dots, and there's
cause for deep skepticism, if not
outrage."

Courier News Editorial
10/14/08

' • * . . ; ; • / • -

ByJAREDKALTWASSER
STAFF WRITER

S O U T H PtANBEUD - ^ ^
borough is facing

Friday, October 17,2008

Democrats'
Purchase
is assailed

BY SHARON ADARLO
STAIU£DGER STAFF

As election season heats up
in South Plainfield, local
Republican leaders are blam-
ing bemocrats for using Mid-
dlesex County open space
money to purchase a piece of
contaminated land, putting
the borough on the hook for
as much as $442,000 for
cleanup after town officials
agreed to not hold the former
owner liable for the pollu-
tion.

"I think there is more to it
than mere irresponsibility,"

To read the full articles simply go to www.spgop;com

Do We Really Want to Put the South Plainfield Democrats Back in Charge
and Let them Squander Our Tax Dollars Again?

Major newspapers are reporting how the local Democrats
bought contaminated property on New Market Ave. for
$500,000 more than it was worth. Worse yet, taxpayers are
stuck with half-a-million dollars in cleanup costs. This is
because they signed a hold-harmless agreement with the seller,
which prevents the town from recouping the remediation costs.

They let the polluters off the hook and saddled taxpayers with
the costs for cleanup!

But it gets even worse. The purchase was illegal. The council
never approved it by ordinance, nor did the council approve the

agreement that let the polluters off the hook.

This is the most recent in a series of Democratic scandals. In
2006 they bought three shacks along Hamilton Boulevard for
$1.6 million, well more than what they were worth. Two of these
properties were owned by relatives of a campaign contributor,
who got paid over $150,000 more than appraised value.

They also sold a campaign contributor our open space for
$100,000 under appraised value. Neighboring properties sold
for over $100,000 more at auction. How much more can South
Plainfield taxpayers take?

Paid for by So. Plainfield Republican Org., P.O. Box 371 , So, Plainfield, NJ 07080

•
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Red Cross Offers Halloween "Trick" to Safety
On Halloween loc-

i al ghouls and goblins
will take over the

i night. But even scary
I creatures need to be

safe and celebrate
jjl! Hal loween

k right. Hallo-
I w e e n ' s
Jf greatest haz-
ards aren't

vampires and
villains, but falls, costume mishaps and
automobile collisions. The Tri-County"
Red Cross wants your family to have
a safe Halloween so they're providing
these tips, the Lucky 13:

'Halloween is a lot of fun for both
children and their parents, but there
is also the risk of injury that needs to
be taken into account," said Nathan
Rudy, Tri-County Red Cross executive
director. "In addition to following
the Lucky 13 steps to safety, parents
should consider taking first aid and
CPR classes to be ready in case of
emergency"

1. Map out the route that your chil-

dren plan to roam, so adults are as-
sured they will find their way home!

2. From the bravest of superheroes
to the noblest of knights, everyone
should remember to bring flashlights!

3. If you visit a house where a
stranger resides, accept treats at the
door but, please, don't go inside.

4. When you get ready to put on
your disguise, use face paint instead
of masks, which cover your eyes.

5. Always remember, before you
embark, to wear light-colored cloth-
ing to be seen in the dark! (And re-
member to use reflective tape, even on
bikes, skateboards and brooms!)

6. Whether you walk, slither or
sneak, do it on the sidewalks and not
in the street.

7. As you roam through the neigh-
borhood collecting your treats, please
look both ways before crossing the
street! (And cross from the corner!)

8. Wigs, capes and costumes are
flammable attire, so avoid open flames
to prevent a fire!

9. Use a glow stick instead of a
candle so your jack-o-lantern isn't a

safety gamble!
10. You may fly on a broom or a

space ship from Mars, but please be
on the lookout for drivers in cars!
(And don't hide between parked ve-
hicles).

11. Monsters and zombies should
stay off the lawn, and only visit homes
with their porch lights turned on!

12. You may be dressed as a were-
wolf, a cat or a frog, but be cautious
around strange animals, especially
dogs.

13. Have a grown-up inspect your
candy when you're done trick-or-treat-
ing to remove open packages and
choking hazards before eating.

First Aid and CPR classes are avail-
able weekly in the Tri-County Red
Cross Plainfield and Elizabeth offices,
alternating weeks. More information
on safety and other disaster prepared-
ness is available on our Web site at
www.tricountyredcross.org.

For a detailed list of Halloween safe-
ty tips, contact Corinna Krauskopf of
the Tri-County Red Cross at (908)
756-6414.

"The place for,

www.BuyRiteLiquor.com
Dr. Loosen
Riesling "Dr. L" 20

"799
- • / 7%) ml

Apple and peach notes are backed
by lively acidity in this elegant

white. Has nice balance and length.
Drink now through 2012.

- Rated a Best Value by
the "Wine Spcctatox on

April 30, 2008.

Don Miguel
Gascon
Malbec 2006 - O / s o ml

Bright red-ruby, with blackberry, mocha,.
smoked meat and nuts on tkc nosc.

Supple, plianc and sweet, with good vinos-
icy to the flavors of black fruits, smoke and

mocha. The moderately persistent finish
tcacuxes sniooch tannins ;uid .'

bil of unsibsorbed acidity.
"• ed ;i Bust VaJut; by :he

The Crossings
Sauvismou Blauc 2 " " 10n

hght no.se with touches or white peach,

efinition, quire feminine. Vibrant entry,
cy acidity, brimming full of temon zest,
pple and lime. Very focused and full of

' kie-de-vivre. Simple, but a joy
a drink Drink now - Rated

99^nswood
Chard. Sonoma 2006 X ~fc#$Ji;

Bright yellow in colon- wirh subdued cit-
rus, apple and spice scents slowly open Tc
offer orange and poached pear. Fleshy bu

focused, with tangy citrus and orchard
fruk flavors, gentle acidity and a light

dusting of chalky minerals. Delivers good
Q. focus and energy, with nice

rfS^lsffifc. finishine cue and length

GAS & GROCERY BILLS MIGHT BE HIGH, BUT
BUY-RITE IS BRINGING YOU SAVINGS WITH...

1O WINES UNDER $1O
Bcrinuer II Principe Yellow T.iil

Corbett Canyon
Coastal Cellars

All Types: ;

Barefoot Cellars
Cabernet:, • lyterlbt,

Chardonnay

Q99
' */ 1.5 liter

Francis Ford
Coppola

Georges
Duboeuf

Cabernet, Merlot,
•• Chardonnay

99
1.5 liter

Lindemans
All Bins

„ Char. Ste.
;,,.*.•,/••; Michelle

Maso
Canali

Pinot Grigio

Clos
Du Bois

Reserve
Chardonnay

99

Mondavi

Clos Du Bois
Reserve

Franciscan
Oakville
Cabernet

Livingston
Cellars

Ills Cab., Mcriot,
Chardonnav,

Almaden
Mountain

Burg., Chabl

Yellow
Tail

Sparkling'

99
750 ml

Cab., Merlot,
irg., Uiablis.; -. ii CKardonnay
lush, Rhine \ \ m I White Zin£

s* Chaedon
Brut Imperial

99

MARTINI & ROSSI
Dry or Sweet Vermouth..

LFSCHMIDT
oaKa 80"...;.....

CANADIAN MIST
Canadian Whisky
CLAN MACGREGOR
Scotch Whisky.
RON Rl
Silver or Gold Rum..
NEW AMSTERDAM
Gin:..

LIQUOR AND SPIRITS

SKYY
Vodka

Infusions
ftllTypes

13"
750 ml

CUTTY
SARK
Scotch
Whisky

AMARETTO
DISARONNO

Cordial

20"
750 ml

BOMBAY
: Gin

28"
E &JGALLO
Brandy VS ...
BACARDI
Mojito RTD
BAILEYS IRISH CREAM
Liqueur S Flavors.
UahtorGbld Rum BELVEDERTPTOLICHNAYA

Vodka 80° '*~~~ Vodka 80', .

28" C9 33"1800
Reposado or Silver Tequila;.:
MAKER'S MARK
Bourbon
CAPTAIN MORGAN
100" Rum
COINTREAU
Ciqueur
COURVplSIER
Cognac VSQP

DON JULIO
Silver Tequila

36"
12 year Old Single Malt Whisky

CK DANIEL'S

Oak Tree
Discount Wine & Spirits

902 Oak Tree Road, South Plainfield (Across from A&P)

908-561-0051
Mon. Tues. Wed. 9-9
Thurs.Fri. Sat. 9-10

Sun 10-7

The SPHS Marching Band performs at 27th Annual Marching Band
Festival USSBA Competition.

SPHS Music Boosters

Music NOTES

Thank you to everyone who at-
tended our 27th Annual Marching
Band Festival USSBA Competition on
October 18. While the weather was
quite chilly, our hearts and minds were
warmed by the music in the air. The
highlight of the night was watching
our marching band and color guard
perform their show, Cirque du Soleil's
"Quidam*

Thanks to the following for their
generous donations and support of the
event: Roma Foods, Applebee's, Sal-
sons Bakery, Hometown Heros, An-
gelo's Ice, Nischwitz, Sodexho, 800
Flowers, Conti Construction, South
Plainfield Rescue Squad, police and
fire departments. There are many oth-
ers to thank: Rich Moury, Mr. Murray
and the high school conceit choir, Dr.
May, Mr. Errico, the high school ath-
letic department, Mr. Ullom, the dis-
trict administration, Mr. Negron,
Donna Ram and the Board of Edu-

tffflaM '$***ft*rr rtif.TJAJ, anH
all of our trophy sponsors. Special
thanks to Marianne Decker; for host-
ing the judges, Beverly Blanco^ show
coordinator-logistics^ Nancy. Wagner,
show coordinator-bands, Sue Hage-
man and Cynthia Pellicia-food coor-
dinators, Tracy Hartman-gate team
leader, Sandy Sierzega-senior student
and trophy coordinator, Bob Rann-
security coordinator, Karen Blackford
arid Mike Brazza and the Observer staff.

. In addition, I'd like to thank those
amazing families whose tireless efforts
were much appreciated during the
entire day: Mike Poland, the Ranns,
the Sierzegas, Al Aiello, Mac Sambat,
the Pierces, the Jacksons, the entire

Rutowski family, the Wagners, the
Blackfords, the Roseos, the Martins,
the Tellers and the Andersons. Thanks
to the alumni parents who helped and
to all the volunteers-those who baked,
donated and gave their time to help
make the competition a success.

The next marching band competi-
tion is the N.J. State Championship
on Sunday, Oct. 26 at Sayrevilk War
Memorial High School. The march-
ing band and color guard are sched-
uled to compete at approximately 4:40
p.m. Be there early to get a great seat.

Fundraiser updates-(See any stu-
dent in the music department to place
an order.) Gourmet popcorn orders
must be turned in by Nov. 3. Popcorn
will be delivered before Thanksgiving.
We have also started the Yankee Candle
fundraiser. Get your holiday shopping
done early by placing your order to-
day. Yankee Candle fundraiser ends
October 31 to meet holiday season
delivery;,so don't delay The citrus fruit

• fundraiser is now underway All orders
must be in by Nov. 5 with payment,
so the fruit can be delivered to the high
school around December 15, just in
time for the holidays. If you would
like to send fruit as a gift outside of
the area, we have three options avail-
able at a slightly higher cost that in-
cludes shipping and handling. Call
Pam at (908) 412-9704.

The next meeting is Wednesday,
Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. in the chorus room.
Please come for lots of information re-
garding future concerts, fundraisers,
trips and events.

-Stibmtted byPameh Hussey,
President, SPHS Musk Boosters

Help Keep Our Kids Warm
McCriskin-Gustafson Home For

Funerals is asking for the public's par-
ticipatiori in their annual program,
"Keep Our Kids Warm." With the suc-
cess of last year's sweatshirt drive, Mc-
Criskin's is asking for sweatshirts to be
donated for children between five and
17 years old. Only newly purchased,
or never worn, sweatshirts will be ac-
cepted.

The project is being run in accord-
ance with the borough's director of So-
cial Services, Marge Ackerman. The

Ready to Buy?
Visit

www.MikePfeifer.com

sweatshirts that are donated will be
distributed to underprivileged children
throughout our community for the
upcoming winter season.

Donations will be accepted in the
main entrance of the funeral home on
Saturday, Nov. 8 from 10:30 ajn. until
4 p . m . ,-•;"•.,•• .':•

Let us show the children of South
Plainfield who are less fortunate that
they are cared for.

As an added addition to the drive,
for every 10 sweatshirts donated, the
funeral home will make a $10 dona-
tion to the Bristol-Myers Squibb
Children's Hospital at Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital.

For questions, call the funeral home
at (908) 561-8000.

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLE SALES

ARE YDU LOOKING FDR A QUALITY,
PRE-OWNED VEHICLE?

our quality, ore-owned vehicles.

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield

27 Convenient Locations

Extended Lobby Hours
• • • . . • • . . • • • .

Contact: Darlene Pinto
908.561.9160 • 4900 Hadley Center Drive

So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

ands
Community Bank

Community People...Local Decisions

Member FDfC

skylandscombank.com
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Obituaries
Thomas R McCauley, 78

Thomas P McCauley died on Tues-
day, Oct. 14 at home after a five-year
battle with Alzheimer's and heart dis-
ease.

Born and raised in Jersey City, Tom
lived in Weehawken before settling in
South Plainfield in 1962.

He began his 30-year bus driving
career as a public
service driver out
of Maplewood
prior to driving
for the former
Scalera and Sub-
urban Bus com-
panies in South
Plainfield, retir-
ing in 1988.

Tom was a Thomas P. McCauley

family man who lovingly cared for his
wife, Barbara, of 54 years, his children
and grandchildren. His door was al-
ways open and he enjoyed helping
others in any fashion possible. He
served as a foster parent to as many as
13 children of all ages over the course
of 19 years.

A member of various organizations
in South Plainfield, Tom was a life
member of the South Plainfield Res-
cue Squad where he served as a day
sergeant, South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203, South
Plainfield BPOE Elks Lodge #2298
and he was also a devout member of
Sacred Heart RC Church.

Tom had also served in the U.S.
Marine Corps.

He is survived by his loving wife,
Barbara; six children, Ginny Butrico
and husband Dave of South Plainfield,
Janet Finamore and husband Steve of
Hillsdale, Carol McCauley of Greens-
boro, N.C, James McCauley OfYufna,
Colo., Thomas McCauley and wife
Gulia of Wind Gap, Pa. and Robert
McCauley and wife Amy of Simpson-
ville, S.C.; two brothers, James of
Maryland and Edward of New York;
18 grandchildren, Sara, Christina,
Michael and Corinne Finamore, Da-
vid, Alyse and Kelly Butrico, Samantha
and Robby McCauley, Dominica,
Ryan and Ethan McCauley and Felicia,
Elizabeth, Kristine, Steven, Justin and
Amber McCauley Also surviving are
two great-grandchildren, David Bu-
trico and Joey Martinez, as well as his
caretaker, Sophia.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafion Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Embracing Hospice
Care, 109 South Main St., Cranbury,
N.J. 08512 or to the South Plainfield
Rescue Squad, 2520 Plainfield Ave.,
South Plainfield, N.J. 07080. •

Kathryn Raiti, 53
Kathryn Raiti died on Wednesday,

Oct. 15 at Robert Wood Johnson Uni-
versity Hospital in New Brunswick.

Born in Perth Amboy, Kathy re-
sided in South Plainfield for most of
her life.

Kathy offered the gift of life, and
through her loving and generous
spirit, it was her decision to donate so
others can live.

She was predeceased by her mother,
Rosita Raiti.

TBMETOWNHEROS

We will send to any
home a beautifully
arranged and wrapped
Assorted Sandwich Tray
with two of our homemade $ 4 9
salads-Any Day-Any Time.

908-755-11 W O (4376)

Surviving is a daughter, Kelly Raiti
of Allentown, Pa.; her father, Domi-
nick J. Raiti, Sr. of South Plainfield; a
sister, Nancy Biddle of New Bruns-
wick; three brothers, Joseph Raiti and
wife Rose of California, Dominick J.
Raiti, Jr. of South Plainfield and Paul
Raiti and wife Debbie of Georgia. Also
surviving is her beloved grandson,
James Mack.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Jerry D. Cummings, 75
Jerry D. Cummings died on Wed-

nesday, Oct. 15 at Haven Hospice in
Edison.

Born in Dayton, Ohio he lived in
Scotch Plains for many years and
had recently resided in South Plain-
field.

Before his retirement he was owner
of CPS, Inc. of South Plainfield.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Arlene, in 1999.

He is survived by a daughter, Ros-
anna Breneiser and husband Ray; a son,
Steve Cummings; two grandchildren
and his companion, Maria Falsetta.

Funeral, services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Julia D. Nichuk, 94
Julia D. Nichuk of Hobe Sound,

Fla. passed into God's arms on Satur-
day, Oct. 18 at The Manor's Hobe
Sound.

She was born in Plainfield and lived
in Manahawkin for 30 years, moving
to Florida in 2000.

Julia was a generous, strong, inde-
pendent, loving woman who was de-

voted to family and friends. She spent
her youth surrounded by a large Ital-
ian family and enjoying music and
family holidays. She was a centering
force in her family and will be sadly
missed, but will live on forever in the
hearts and spirit of all those who knew
and loved her. -

Julia was a retired Lockhead Mar-
tin bookkeeper, both in North Plain-
field and Metuchen. Julia was a long-
standing member of the Lockhead
Stardusters and loved knowing about
her former co-workers.

She is survived by two daughters,
CarolT)'Andrea of Hobe Sound, Fla.
and Maureen Curry and husband Tho-
mas Curry of Laguna Beach, Calif, and
11 grandchildren, Michele Nichols
and husband Garry Nichols of La-
Grange, HI., SPC Adam D'Andrea in
the U.S. Army, Aaron D'Andrea and
wife Stephanie of West Palm Beach,
Fla., Anthony D'Andrea of Tequesta,
Fla., Jennifer Curry of Orange, Calif,
Erin Seeney and husband T. J. Sweeney
of Longmont, Colo., Juliet Curry Par-
ker and husband Trevor of Santa Mon-
ica, Calif., Ellen Curry Denys and hus-
band Steven of Oak Park, Calif.,
Charles Curry of Fremont, Calif., Clif-
ford Curry of Los Angeles, Calif, and
James Curry of San Diego, Calif, and
a nephew, James Caserta of Monroe
Township, whom she raised. She is
also survived by nine great-grandchil-
dren, Jena Curry, Brian and Joesey
Mathews, Aaron D'Andrea Jr., Kyle
and Sam Gosiewski, Rachel Nicholas
and Alana and Evan Sweeney

Funeral services were held at Aycock
Funeral Home in Tequesta, Fla.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Treasure Coast Hospice,
1201 SE Indian, Stuart, Fla. 34997.

'An Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home"

(908) 561-8000
2425 Plainfield Ave.,. South Plainfield, NJ 07080

PREARANGEMENTS'S/S MEDICAID PROTECTION*CREMATION SERVICES
James A. Gustafson, Pres./Mgr. • N.J. Lie. No. 4205

Richard W. McCriskin II, Vice-Pres./Dir. • NJ. Lie. No. 4564

Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. • N.J. lie. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 3382
Daniel M. Erickson, Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 4798

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com IS IS

Traveling Soccer

Hammertime Has Back-to-
Back Wins Last Weekend

Hammertime played in the Mt.
Olive soccer tournament over the
weekend. After a very chilly and early
start, the girls played to a third place
victory This was Hamrnertime's first
time playing in a tournament and we
are all really proud of them.

On Sunday, they took on the Cos-
mos of Cranford. After coming off the
win on Saturday, the girls were look-
ing to keep their streak going. Ham-
mertime scored right off the bat and
continued throughout the first half.

Showing very impressive moves, the
girls were on a roll. They were up 4-0
going into the second half.
Hammertime held their positions and
played a very impressive game. The
final score was 4-0 and a awesome vic-
tory for the girls.

Many thanks to Mrs. Vill for step-.
ping in to help Coach Nagel. Ham-
mertime's next game is on Saturday at
New Providence and Sunday at Mid-
dlesex. Keep up the great work!

-Submitted by Sandy Surowiec

Register for Youth Wrestling Saturday
Registration for the South Plain-

field Recreation Youth Wrestling pro-
gram will be held on Saturday, Oct.
25 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the PAL build-
ing located on Maple Avenue.

Registration is open to all South

Plainfield children ages 5-11 as of
October 1, 2008. Cost is $35 per
child. Parents must accompany child
at registration. A birth certificate is
needed for first time sign-ups and
proof of residency is required.

South Plainfield Represented
In Hot Chicago Marathon

Mike Loenser, 26, Of South Plain-
field, finished 130th out of 33,033
runners in the 2008 Chicago Mara-
thon on October 12.

Under extremely hot conditions,
Mike ran the 26.2 miles in 2 hours,
43 minutes and 30 seconds, a 6:14
pace per mile. He finished 39 out of
4,025 for his age group. While not his
personal best, he ran in conditions that
are less than favorable for marathon
runners. Runners like the temperature .
in the mid 50s but this race started at
8 a.m. at 65 degrees and ended the
race at around 82 degrees.

Out of all the racers from New Jer-
sey, Mike finished number four and
second in his age group of M25-29.
The course takes the runners through
29 different neighborhoods through-
out Chicago.

Mike currently teaches physical,
health and drivers' education at Eliza-
beth High School. He runs for Run-
ners High Running Club of Metuchen.

Mike's next running adventure will
probably be a half marathon in Philadel-
phia in mid-November. Congratulations
Mike on a great accomplishment

Sign Up for
Ski Club Trips

The South Plainfield Ski Club still
has 20 available spots open for our four
Friday afternoon ski/snowboard trips
to Mountain Creek. Any interested stu-
dents in grades six through eight should
call Rob Breslau at (908) 553-3009 by
Thursday, Oct. 30. Openings will be
filled on a first come basis.

Hillside Cemetery
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.Tiiiisidecemetery. com
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

y APPRECIATE JH|
OUR NEIGHBORS" <^

SINCE 1949 i l l

Franklin H. Rainear Jr.,
Local Owner/Manager

NJ. Lie. No. 4543

SOUTH PLAII#IELD
JAMES W. CONROY FUNERAL HOME

Oldest funeral home in South Plainfield

mih
Like you, we appreciate our neighbors. That's
why we do our best to be good neighbors,
too. For years, we've provided area families
with sound advice and caring service at times
of a personal loss. We believe we help the most
by listening and providing information about
your choices. Turn to us in your time of need or when you want
the "peace of mind" that comes from planning ahead. We're
your hometown neighbor...

2456 Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908)756-2800
www. southplainfieldfuneralhome. com

fax (908) 769-8084
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The opinions expressed in this column are noi'nWessariiy those of
the publisher, nor do we guarantee their accuracy.

(Continued, from page 2)
ga's plan tests a variety of traffic-calm-
ing devices, including speed humps,
speed tables, and enhanced road mark-
ings. This is a program that won't
break the bank and will return huge
dividends for South Plainfield neigh-
borhoods.

Anesh and Bengivenga are looking
out for families like mine. Please sup-
port them on Election Day.

SINCERELY,
BETTY LUNDQUIST

To the Editor:
One of the issues in the election is

about the acquired land on New Mar-
ket Avenue. The land was purchased
through the County Open Space Pro-
gram at no cost to the borough. The
land will not be used for homes, thus
saving it for open space, and there are
funds through grants that will help dean
up the area with no cost to the borough.

Please come out to vote for Chrissy
Buteas and Frank Salerno for council
in our town. We need the rest of the
Democratic team so remember to vote
for Linda Stender and Frank Lauten-
berg also.

WALTER KALMAN

Dear Editor,
I would like to submit the follow-

ing regarding what I hope will clear
up where I got the information regard-
ing the facts as I quoted in my letter
of September 19 and the response
from Mrs. Thomas on the 26th.

My letter quoted "fiscal year" which
ended June 30, 2000", a fate-of .073;
Thomas's letter quoted an "annual rate"
for 2001, a rate of .086.

My letter quoted "fiscal year" which
ended June 30, 2007, a rate of 1.002;
Thomas's "annual year" ended Decem-
ber 31,2007, a rate of .089. This is not
an apples to applesr comparison.

Since Thomas was chair of Admin-
istration and Finance in the borough,
she had to know I was speaking about
fiscal year because I quoted in my let-
ter, "since we are on a fiscal year."

She did not mention the other in-
formation I quoted regarding open
space and budget information regard-
ing budget highlights because she must
have agreedwith them. Yet she said I
was using "every excuse imaginable
except for the effects of global warm-
ing," etc. How quoting facts is an ex-
cuse, I cannot imagine. This has noth-
ing to do with global warming. This
has everything to do with the residents
of South Plainfield paying taxes.

My information was taken from the
following borough documents as fol-
lows: Borough of South Plainfield

Municipal Tax Rate, covers the fiscal
tax years from 1994 to 2008; Borough
of South Plainfield SFY 2009 Budget
Highlights; and my own tax bill for
the years of 2000 and 2007 regarding
"open space."

RESPECTFULLY,
RICHARD PETRONE

To the Editor:
I had the honor and privilege of

serving the borough as both council-
man and municipal derk/administra-
tor. During that time, I always prided
myself on treating all residents fairly,
honestly and with the respect they
deserved. I was raised under the pre-
mise that you treat people the way you
want them to treat you. Although I
don't have a masters degree, I think
that Fve mastered that concept pretty
well. To me, honesty, integrity and fair-
ness are the critical aspects when sel-
ecting a leader. That's why I have to
urge everyone to support Chrissy
Buteas and Franky Salerno for bor-
ough council.

While Mr. Bengivenga and Mr.
Anesh ask for your support for re-elec-
tion, what have they done to warrant
it? Well, here's what they've done-they
raised taxes 15 points since January,
they overturned the Hamilton Boule-
vard/Belmont Avenue truck ban, they

spent hundreds of thousands of dollars
paving a road that very few people
travel on, they have preserved no open
space, they held private meetings with
professionals in one of Mr. Bengi-
venga's fathers properties prior to the
public interviews for professional ser-
vices. And they talk about ethics. Please.

I first met Franky Salerno when he
was about eight or nine years old and
he was an altar boy at Sacred Heart
Church. He knew the meaning of ser-
vice even at that young age. He con-
tinued that sense of service when he
enlisted in the United States Navy af-
ter the attacks of 9/11. He didn't stop
when he returned home, volunteering
to serve as a member of the planning
board and a Pop Warner football coach.
He will be a tremendous councilman.
Fm honored to call him a friend.

Chrissy Buteas is as dedicated, in-
telligent and hardworking a person
you'll ever meet. Her hard work and
determination led her to be a goalie
on the NCAA Division HI Champi-
onship field hockey team. She is
bright, articulate and sincere. She, like
Franky, has served the borough in
many capacities-the zoning board,
recreation commission and public cel-
ebrations committee. She has also
served in leadership positions on vari-
ous state and county organizations.

She, too, is a great friend and will be a
great addition to the council.

Both Chrissy Buteas and Franky
Salerno have proposed a vision for the
borough that is solid and open. They
will not put trucks back on Hamilton
Boulevard. They will preserve open
space. They will improve our recre-
ation facilities. They will bring green
energy provisions to the borough.
And, they will not raise munidpal taxes
to do so. What more can we ask of
our leaders?

I believe that Chrissy Buteas and
Franky Salerno are the best candidates
for borough council. They will bring
honest leadership from anew generation.
They deserve our votes on Election Day

RESPECTFULLY,
VINNIE BUTTIGLIERI

Dear Editor,
Like everyone, I was shocked to

learn the Democrats bought the old
bus depot on New Market Avenue for
$500,000 more thank was worth and
how they signed a contract letting the
polluters off the hook, which forces
taxpayers to fund the half-million-dol-
lar cleanup.

But it gets worse. Last week the
Democrats refused to vote to investi-
gate the matter. Their excuse? They

(Continued on page 12)

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/SElf
AUTO BODY

AUTO BODY
Expert Color
24 Hour Towing
lifetime Repair Warranty

C0U1S10M
PECmUSTS.

Lie. No. 00992A

908-757-1033
fanHftl jJHSJ ijjjp.

3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

SULJJVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lie. #02313A

210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

New Jersey 07080

908-757-5100
Fax:908-757-3105

KleenSEol
D R I V E W A Y S E A L I N G

732*321-3699
www.kleenseal.com

Franchises Available

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

On Time Electrical
Contractor IXC

Residential*Industrial*Conuneicial
No Job Too Small

908-451-3313
OnCall24hrs.
Fully Insured &

Bonded N.I
'BILLRITCHEY Lie #8854

RASTER LANDSCAPING)
Dependable Service ^S^

~With-a-Personal-Touch
SPECIALIZING IN:

Brick Paver Walkways
Brick Paver Patios & Driveways

Brick Paver Steps & Porches
Stone Walls & Retaining Walls

Complete Landscape Renovations
Installing Wood, Vinyl & Aluminum Fences

Installing Iron & Aluminum Railings
Constructing Decks

908-757-1657
JOHN GASTER

Property Maintenance, LLC

Landscape Design*Lawn Service
Snow Plowing •Top Soil

Clean-Ups» Mulch

w Guaranteed Service
w Exceptional Work
M Attention to detail
#100% reliability

733558.0356

DM PARTS & ECUIPMENT

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DEALER!

CATERING TO: CONTRACTORS,
anLANDSCAPERS, HOMEOWNERS

PAUL [ II I u I . OWNER

250 Mack Place, South Plainfield

WE3UY&5ELL
All U.5 & Foreign Coinage, Paper Money,

Gold & Silver Bullion, Scrap Gold &

i Sterling Silver And Anything Related

Gregory 5. Heim • 90d-405-640&
Southffainfkldresident QjlJj.. ami
foralmostsevenyears 9 AM tfl & PM

www.gynandroidhead.com .
We will come to you and provide a free verbal appraisal.

pi Mi i^.n.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJDCA LIC #019771
Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS •* KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Office Renovations
FREE ESTIMATES

{Bill Woddel, owner Ron Slazas, owner;

I (908) 347-1745 (732) 693-5117

fSLAZAS@OPTONLINE.IYE!
Union Beach, NJ

CARPENTRY

PROFESSIONAL CARPENTRY

ROOFING'SIDING
WINDOWS»DOORS ^

PORCHES'DECKS •Morel

908-561-4073
f t e i f a ! Specialist - 38 Vis. Experience - NJ Licensed Contractor

IITAR
SONS

1 Beginner to Advan

908-822-970
1 SOUTH PLAINFIELD | | '4

' All Styles

. , :. ,' . I . i fill

Landscap

LANDSCAPE
Chambers

9/7-/668

Chuck Sonion
Free Estimates

(908) 754-5969
Fax (908) 754-5569

SONION dNION CONCRETE
• Sidewalks • Patios • Driveways • Pavers

South Plainfield, NJ 07080 Fully Insured

;;: :,;.,::

i l i i H : i:;' :^

Professional Plumbing
& Keating Inc.

[908] 561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY
License #8741

DiFRANCESCO

PAVING • 1VIASOISIRY

Driveways • Parking Lots -Seal Coating • Steps • Walkways • Patios

• Retaining Walls • Pavers • Wallstone • Slate • 8/uestone • Excavating

Foundations • Block Work ; Cultured Stone • Drainage • Waterproofing

i 3RD GENERATION IN BUSINESS

908-668-8434 Jf
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Deadline to place an ad is Monday, 5 p.m. Rates are $15 for three lines; $1 for each additional line. Run your ad 4 consecutive issues, get 10% discount.

HELP WANTED

NURSES/LPNs,RNs,CHHA-IMMEa)IATE
opening. FAT, V/T, per diem. Retirees/new
nurses welcome. Will train for cases. Mer-
cer, Middlesex & other areas. (732) 246-8905.

Deadline to pface an ad is Monday,
5 pm. Call 908-668-0010 or E-mail
your ad to spobserver@comcast.net.

FOR SALE

ELECTRIC SINGLE SIZE CRAFTMATIC-
style bed, independ. movement of head/foot
positions. $395 or B/O. Pool table-6 pock-
ets slate, top 4'xT inc. sticks/billiard balls.
$495 or B/0. Kichen set, white formica,
sturdy custom made 4'x6.5' wood table w/4
chrome cane chairs. $495 or B/O. (908) 444-
8670.

GARAGE SALE

V\IEB SPECIAL*

239 Merchants Ave.
Saturday & Sunday,

Oct. 25 & 26
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

NO EARLY BIRDS!
Misc. household items,

T.V., books, clothing

715SamptonAve.
Saturday, Oct. 25

9 a.m.-3 p.m.
NO EARLY BIRDS!

SPHS Football Yird Sale
SP Middle School

(Plainfield Avenue)
Saturday, Oct. 25

8 a.m.-3 p.m.
DONATIONS ACCEPTED

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

BED-$195 QUEEN PILLOW TOP
mattress set, new in plastic wAvarranty.
(732)259-0016.
MATTRESS-$189 FULL PLUSH TOP
set, new still in plastic. Twin $139. (732)
259-0016.
BEDROOM SET-6 PC. SET CHERRY
wood. New in box. Great Value! $1,075.
Call (732) 259-6690.

IMMEDIATE DEBT RELIEF

We will buy your home or
take over your payments.

Upside down, no equity, no problem!
Gina 888-383-0010

MAGICIAN AVAILABLE
MACIC 9HOW9
BIRTHDAY PARTIES & All .

OCCASIONS '

LOTS or nm,
UUCHTER *

PARTICIPATION

(908)405-2944

FREE: PICK UP YOUR METAL

WE WILL HAUL AWAY FOR FREE
anything made of metal you do not want-
washing machines, dryers, A/C units,
lawn mowers, cars, etc. Get rid of your
junk laying around... AT NO CHARGE.
Call Tim (908) 208-2413.

Turn Your Trash Into Cash!
Advertise your garage

sale in the Observer.
Call 908-668-0010

CARPETING COMPUTERS CONSTRUCTION

Carpet • Area Rugs • Tile • Hardwood • Laminate • Linoleum | • Concerned About Computer

\Virus Protection?Home Security?
Commercial and Residential

WdC to WdC, Sam Cays it Ml

MY WAY CARPET... .. ...
. , • • . . . . . • • • , , . .

• • • • * • • • • • • • • • :
ills

Fax:908-756-4040 119 Hamilton Blvd. mywaycarpet.com
South Plainfield, NJ 07080 mywaycarpet@msn.com

Repairs • Restretching • Binding • Custom Tile • Sanding and Refinishing

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers
908-769-0709
• New Computers/Upgrades [
• Hardware/Software Installations
• In Home Service
• Website Development

Cell: 732-423-3504
Visit us at www.stcomputers.or

HARTJE
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

Additions • Bathrooms • Kitchens
• Decks * Windows • Siding

908-754-8921

Downes Contruction
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Additions

Cultured Stone* Pavers

Block* Brick* Concrete

Tile* Kitchens* Baths

Call Mike

(908 ) 7 5 6 - 7 2 3 3 Free Estimates

PAINTING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

•WALL

Professional Services, Inc. l j j§

HOT POWER WASHING
HOUSES - DECKS - SIDEWALKS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS & GUTTER REPLACEMENT

Tel: 908-754-0149
Fully Insured - SBA cert. 10404-20 License #13VH03110900 Bonded

Kitchen
Makeovers

BY [ f j FUMITDRE MEDIC
• All Wood Cabinet Refacing

• Cabinet Refinishing
• Cabinet Painting

Typicallylessthan'A fhecostof replacement

(908)755-8440
visit us at www.furnituremedicnj.com

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
BRICK PAVERS • PATIOS & WALKS

• LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
• HYDRO SEEDING & SOD

• MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
• VINYL FENCES & PONDS

• COMMERCIAL SNOW REMOVAL
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- FREE ESTIMATES-

908-756-7272

GRADUATE

LAWN CARE
LAWN MAINTENANCE
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Mulch • Stone • Top Soil
Commercial - Residential

FREE ESTIMATES

(732) 548-0752

MASONRY
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Every Job is Owner Supervised

CALL FOR FREE ESTIAAATE

732-926-8686

•Steps/Porches

•Sidewalks

•Brickwork

•Brickpavers

•Patios

•Belgian Block Curbing

•Foundations

•Driveways

•French drains

•Chimneys

Call
KLK Trucking for
Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield

Mix, Decorative & Crushed Stone

I Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing |
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

PAINTING &
DECORATING LLC

•~v,:.•.•.:.:•.•.:• . • .

Interior Painting, Crown Moldings

& Architectural Millwork

k (908) 251-1814

1908)756-5120
Schedule your pool closing now!

.McCarthy Contractors
[Complete Pool Maintenance & Repair "*

^ P o o l s ~ P o n d s ~ W a t e r Features -

WE SELL & INSTALL SAFETY COVERS
AND 00 LINER CHANGES

SALES AND
SERVICE

Blaise McCarthy
Member of NSPA

20 Years Experience '
Fully Licensed & Insured • SOUTH PLAINFIELD

1960

PENYAK
ROOFING &
SIDING CO.
908-753-4222

www.penyakroofing. com

3571 KENNEDY ROAD
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ O7O8O

-? Mon.-Sat 9am-1am
Sundays 9am-11pm

Sal s Spirit Shoppe

aSEARIDGE (/
I Cabernet, Merlot,
^ l d

South Plainfield

791-9463

116 Talmadge Rd., Edison, NJ

1-800-899-5226 X-l 10
Ask for Dray

The Season's Here... Are You Ready?
"Come See What We Have to Offer"

We Will Not Be Under Sold

New & Pre-Owned Trucks, Priced to Go...
Mason Dumps, Grain Dumps, Hooklift

Dumps, Landscape Trucks & Box Trucks

IN-HOUSE FINANCE ALSO AVAILABLE

What's Missing
Here? Your Ad!

Advertise your
business here for

as little as
818.50/week.

Call 908-668-0010.
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ELECTION 2008

Refusal to Disclose Business, Real
Estate Holdings is the Real Scandal

With only two
weeks left before
Election Day, Demo-
crats Chrissy Buteas ,
and Franky Salerno
demanded that their
opponents come
dean and disclose the
myriad of potential conflicts
which they and their family
members have in South Plain-
field. Chrissy Buteas stated the
candidates' position: "Every
year the Republican party in
South Plainfield comes up with
some baseless accusation a
couple of weeks before election
to deflect attention from their
ethical lapses. This year if s the
open space acquisition of the
bus lot on New Market Av-
enue. They now oppose the
acquisition which they actually
voted for in December 2006.
They claim they didn't know
there was some pollution on the
site. Who are they kidding? Of
course Bengivenga and Anesh
knew there would be some con-
tamination at a location where
they serviced buses. Come
on... they voted for two reso-
lutions, one on May 1, 2007
and another on July 17, 2007

authorizing demoli-
tion and the placing
of monitoring wells
on the site.

Mr. Bengivenga
is the former presi-

. dent of one of his
father's construc-

tion companies. He knows land
as well as anyone. Acquiring
this awful site was a home run
for the town, particularly the
residents along New Market
Avenue and near Pitt Street
Park that had to put up with
the fumes and noise of buses
running all day and night,

Bengivenga and Anesh are
calling it a scandal to deflect
attention from their abysmal
record on the council. Raising
taxes 15 points in seven months,
having no green energy plan,
not acquiring one inch of open
space, supporting a dangerous
plan to put trucks back on the
residential portion of Hamilton
Boulevard... .now thaf s a scan-
dal. But the biggest scandal of
all is Bengivenga's and Anesh's
arrogant avoidance of Mayor
Butrico's ethical disclosure or-
der. What do they have to hide?
Why do they refuse to disclose

Opinions expressed here are those of the organizations sub-
mitting them. They are not edited, are printed in their entirety,
and we do not attest to their accuracy.

the names of family owned
businesses and real estate in
town?"

Franky Salerno expanded
upon his runningmate's com-
ments: "Chrissy and I have
nothing to hide. When we be-
come members of the council

-Mayor Butrico's ethics directive
will become the law. What are
Matt and Rob afraid of? We
have been able to uncover 12
different business names used
by the Bengivengas and dozens
of properties around town.
How many more are there?
Word around town says that
they are planning a strip mall
in the downtown area and an-
other one on Park Avenue at
Van Graff florist. As a member
of the governing body that sets
the zoning ordinance, our resi-
dents have a right to know
what a council member's fam-
ily is up to.

"Remember Councilmember
Bengivenga did not disclose his
family owned the property
which sued to put up a billboard
and did not disclose his ties to
the trucking industry Our resi-
dents deserve better than candi-
dates who make up scandals and
fail to disclose conflicts of inter-
est. It's time for honest service
from a new generation. Please
vote for Chrissy Buteas and
Franky Salerno."

Anesh & Bengivenga: Honesty
Starts with a Truthful Campaign

Citing less-than-
truthful advertising by
their Democratic ri-
vals, Couacilman Matt
Anesh and Coun- "*.
cilman Rob Bengi-
venga this week dial- "^
lenged their oppo-'
nents to be honest with voters.

"They're running on 'honest
service,' but practically every cam-
paign piece they produce contains
an outright falsehood or decep-
tion," said Bengivenga.

Residents across the town
agree: "I was hoping for an hon-
est debate," said St. James Place
resident Lillian Smith- "I don't
see that from Salerno and Bu-
teas." Senior citizen Marie De-
Sabato is equally frustrated. "Sa-
lerno and Buteas keep rewriting
the truth. How can we trust them
in office when they won't deal
truthfully now?"

Taxes are the best example ac-
cording to Anesh: "At various
times they've said taxes went up
18 points, 16 points and 15
points, which they claim is more
than the last five years, or (some-
times) the last seven years, com-
bined. They can't keep their stor-
ies straight."

The truth? Taxes went up eight
points in January, which com-

pares to six points last
year and eight the
year before.

"What's really de-
ceptive," added Ben-
givenga, "is that Jan-

^' uary's tax increase re-
* suited from the Dem-

ocrats' budget, not ours. They
conveniently ignore that."

Salerno and Buteas are also
promoting a phony on-line "tax
test." Oddly, it's a different test
than they mailed out several
months back. "Apparently the
principles of math changed since
spring," said Anesh.

Anesh is proud of his party's
campaign: "If you notice, the
staged letters from relatives of
Mayor Butrico (two so far) and
Democratic Party Boss Diegnan
(three so far) can't contradict our
figures. We use real figures from
verifiable sources."

"In fact," added Anesh, "if any-
' one can find a false figure in our

advertising, we'll immediately
pull the ad. We challenge the
Democrats to do the same."

The mistruths are not just
about taxes though. For instance,
Buteas and Salerno claim the
GOP has done nothing to pre-
serve open space. But actually, in
June the new majority applied for

Opinions expressed here are those of the organizations sub-
mitting them. They are not edited, are printed in their entirety,
and we do not attest to their accuracy.

(Continued from page 10)
needed time to consider whether
an independent investigation
was warranted. In fact, rather
than join the call for an investi-
gation, the mayor started harass-
ing Councilman Bengivenga,
blaming Bengivenga for of all
things, "bringing this up at the
last minute."

That's nonsense. Their party
boss, Democrat Patrick Dieg-
nan, handled the closing (and
hasn't returned press calls about
it). Their borough clerk, former
Democratic Councilman Vin-
cent Buttiglieri, participated in

the closing and controlled the
records until March. And it is
the mayor who had copies of
the contamination reports,
never sharing them with the
Republican councilmen.

Bengivenga connected the
dots through available public
records, records that were never
disclosed when they should have
been. If it had not been for Ben-
givenga's efforts to uncover this
scandal, residents would still be
in the dark, never knowing how
their tax dollars were flung
down the sewer.

The Courier News got it

right: this transaction smells.
Residents have a right to some
answers.

COUNCILMAN
RAYRUSNAK

To the Editor:
If they wrote a book, they'd

call it "The Fleecing of South
Plainfield." That's what I call
the last three years under the
Democrats. It's one bad deal
after another.

First they paid $1.6 million
for those three shacks on Ha-
milton Boulevard. For the two
owned by relatives of a big-time

Democratic contributor tax-
payers paid well above ap-
praised value. Yet, interestingly,
the one owned by the person
without any influence didn't get
this type of deal.

Their next boondoggle was to
sell open space property to a cam-
paign contributor for $100,000
under fair market value.

The latest scandal is probably
the worst. According to the
Courier News, the Democrats
bought contaminated property
for half a million more than it
was worth. And as if that
weren't enough, they signed an

agreement so the polluters can't
be held liable for the cleanup,
which will cost taxpayers nearly
$500,000.

The only way to stop these
scandals is by telling the Demo-
crats we've had enough and by
voting Republican. If we elect
Salerno and Buteas, our tax dol-
lars will once again be wasted.
The Democrats talk about taxes
as if their antics have nothing
to do with increases in the tax
rate. Baloney. If the Democrats
want to see who raised taxes,
they should look in the mirror.

DENNIS LITTLE

one of the biggest open-space
purchases in the area. These de-
cisions, however, are controlled
by the all-Democratic freeholder
board. As a lobbyist, Christine
Buteas of all people should know
this.

Metuchen Road is another ex-
ample. A Democratic committee
member wrote recently and said
the town paid $200,000 to pave
that street. The truth? It actually
cost a third of that, and by doing
it with Borough employees, tax-
payers saved about 12%.

'And as usual, they've already
started attacking Rob's family,"
added Anesh. "They sent out paid
phone calls calling his dad the
biggest developer in town, even
though his father hasn't built here
since the early 90s."

"When I ran two years ago, the
Democrats got even sleazier,"
added Bengivenga. "They sent
flyers to different areas of town
telling people that my dad would
be building something in their
neighborhood if I got elected.
They told one neighborhood he'd
build a bank, another that he'd
build condos, and another that
he'd build a truck terminal. Of
course, this was all fiction."

"The Democrats also want
you to believe they will keep taxes
flat," said Anesh. "But last time
they said that, they raised taxes
right after the election."

"If their tax pledge had any
credibility, they'd say how they're
going to do it," said Anesh. "But
they refuse to say"

"The contrast is stark," ex-
plained Oakland Avenue resident
Derryck White.

White noted how Anesh and
Bengivenga haven't made false
promises, but rather, have dem-
onstrated their ability to slash
spending and borrowing.
"They're also concentrating on
low-cost projects that benefit
families and neighborhoods, like
'Safe Streets, Safe Kids' and revi-
talizing Cotton Street Park."

"If you like the change that's
happening in South Plainfield,"
said Anesh, "please support us,
so we can keep the change go-

ing-"
To find out more about Matt

and Rob, go to www.spgop.com.
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Moretti Realty

Are you or someone you know thinking
of BUYING, RENTING, or

SELLING a home? If so, call me!
I can help you with all your real estate needs.

Donna Macan
Realtor Associate. GRI

(908) 755-5300 x351 Office
(732) 763-4407 Cell
(908) 755-5052 Fax

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
macand@morettirealty.com -.

Each office is independently owned and operated s£3S

Prudential
New Jersey Properties

Cynthia "Cuancione" Freund
Licensed Real Estate Sales Associate

Cell 908-447-6980
Bus 732-494-7677

3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, N) 08840

www.ioediegnanrealestate.com

Morietti Realty

Business:
(908)755-5300x315
Eves: (908) 756-9123

Email: DiegnanJ@morietlirealty.com Joseph Diegnan

Realtor-Associate & Lifetime South Plainfield resident
• Z,> - - • * « ' * < • • n ! • < vj$ 5 £ , , ; s , , j . i , • - , [r <mi.;:

"Nobody knows
South Plainfield

like Joe Diegnan.

(908)
755-5300

Bet. 302

(908)
Moretti Realty 578-1166

Experience Isn't Expensive,
It's Priceless.

THE LACERDA TEAM
Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda

Sue Espin, Michele Leavy

www.LacerdaTeam.com

1225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

The Lacerda Team at
Century 21 Moretti Realty

South Plainfield's Premier Real Estate Team

Charles L.
Decker Jr.
SALES ASSOCIATE

732-469-1516x378
Fax 732-469-1506 Cell
908-902-9406

CharlesDecker©
PruNewJersey.com

1996 Washington
Valley Road

I

w 08836

Charles Decber Jr. Tim Current

Prudential
New Jersey Properties

An independently owned and operated member of PrutlentiaS Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

Tim Curran
SALES ASSOCIATE

732-494-7677x345
Cell 908-244-3228

TimSellsJersey.com

3 Amboy Avenue
Metuchen, NJ 08840

Prepare to
Experience Full

Service Real
Ettale Line

Never Before.

Prudential
New Jersey Properties®

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resident
For Over 39 Years

908-753-4450 X121
(732) 653-0322

Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@att.net

• 2 ^ Rose Marie Pelton

» Prudential NJ Properties®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069
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Moretti Realty

Put your trust in a Realtor
who can get the most Eve lyn

money through Sherwood
knowledge & experience/ Broker-

Associate
Oyur28yfsar!;

.oui;iii:'ldr.nic!ld

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext 313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield


