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South Plainfield
Junior Journalist Contest is

now underway! Submit your
s foyowr teachers.
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Motorcycle
Run to
Benefit Kids

Old Timers Motorcycle
Club partners with
Moretti Realty for

the Third Annual Run for
the Children this Sunday,
Oct. 5. Sign in at the PAL
beginning at 9:30 a.m. Call
(732) 406-2826 or (908) 755-
5300 for more information.

Cultural Arts: 25 Years in Review
South Plainfield Cultural Arts Commission I ~
Celebrates a Quarter Century Birthday jMa *#*lf

The South Plainfield
Cultural Arts Commis-
sion (SPCAC) celebrat-
ed its 25th Anniversary
on September 20 along
with 200 special in-
vited guests by doing
what they have done
for 25 years, showing
that cultural arts are
alive and well in South
Plainfield.

The celebration mixed music with
comedy and dance, and featured
performances by singer Karen Egert
accompanied by Rich Eisenstein;
three ballroom dances performed by
Martha (Marty) Papa with partners
Sergei and Max; Indian dancing by
Suma Akella and Tanya Joshi; singer
Barbra Lynne Lawson and comedian
and ventriloquist Phil Hughes.

Mayor Charles Butrico presented
a proclamation to members of the
commission from the council com-
mending the Cultural Aits Commis-
sion on 25 years of bringing cultural
arts to South Plainfield. The members

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
Cultural Arts Commission

of the Cultural Arts Commission
presented plaques to Gordon Fladger
(posthumous recognition), John Graf
and Joann Graf. While serving on
the Borough Council in 1983, Joann
asked then Mayor Michael English
to appoint a committee whose re-
sponsibility would be to develop and
coordinate a cultural arts commission
in South Plainfield. Thus was born the
Cultural Arts Commission and John
Graf was its first chairperson.

The 25th silver anniversary celebra-
tion was dedicated to Gordon Fladger,
one of the original members, as well
as a former chairperson of the Cultur-
al Arts Commission. Gordon passed

(Continued on page 6)
The Cultural Arts Commission anniversary celebration included the perfor-
mance of a Bharat Natyam dance. See page 6 for more photos.

Mayor Charles Butrico presents Bob Bengivenga, president of The Plainfields
Chapter of UNICO, with a proclamation declaring October Italian and Italian-
American Heritage Culture Month. UNICO will hold Columbus Day ceremo-
nies at Borough Hall on Monday, Oct. 13 at 9 a.m. The public is invited.

Fifth Annual Buddy Walk Saturday
By Patricia Abbott

October is National Down Syn-
drome Awareness Month. In support
of this cause, Buddy Walks will take
place throughout the country, as well
as internationally

The walk was originally developed in
1995 by the National Down Syndrome
Society (NDSS) to promote awareness
and inclusion for people with Down
Syndrome, as well as raise funds for
research and education. More than 260
walks will take place across the U.S.

The annual Buddy Walk of South
Plainfield-Serving Central New Jersey
will be held Saturday, Oct. 4 at Putnam
Park on Oak Tree Avenue (opposite Big
Lots). The local walk was initiated and
organized by resident Michele Both five
years ago. It has grown by leaps and
bounds over the past four years.

Booth conveyed what inspired her
to organize the South Plainfield walk.
"I started the walk after we went to

a Buddy Walk in North Jersey when
Kyle was eight months old. There was
nothing in this area to bring awareness
to individuals with Down Syndrome,
so I talked to the national coordinator
and started the process of getting a walk
together. The rest is history!"

Two local support groups will re-
ceive funds from the walk, Central NJ
Down Syndrome Advocacy Group
and Network 21, as well as the NDSS.
According to a Buddy Walk fact sheet,
"The mile-long walk in which chil-
dren, young adults, adults with Down
Syndrome, family members, friends,
healthcare professionals, corporate

teams and members of the commu-
nity participate." No special training
is necessary and everyone is welcome.

Registration at Putnam Park begins
at 11:30 a.m. The walk starts at 1 p.m.
(rain or shine). When the walk has been
completed^ registered guests will receive
a box lunch. There will be a variety of
vendors, face painting, raffles, enter-
tainment and more. Approximately 320
are already pre-registered. Last year the
walk raised over $31,000.

For more information visit www.
buddywalkofsouthplainfield.com, E-
mail bwofsouthplainfield@hotmail.
com or call Both at (908) 531-5100.

PAL to Start Bidding for Turf Field
By Libby Barsky

This was the last summer that grass
will grow on the field behind the
South Plainfield Police Athletic League
(PAL). The installation of an artificial
turf field to replace the "very broken
down field" has been a goal of Recre-
ation Director Kevin Hughes since he
started his position at the PAL.

A grant of $1.5M from Middlesex
County Open Space, Recreation and
Farmland and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund last September will provide
the funds to install the turf field.

In June $91,500 of the grant money
was used to design, engineer and devel-

op the bid specifications for the project.
At the September 23 Planning Board

meeting, Hughes told the board that
advertising for bids would begin in
October and a contractor will be se-
lected during die first week of Novem-
ber. Hughes expects the turf field to be
completed in May 2009.

Hughes said the turf field would
be lined 110 x 70 yards for soccer and
100 x 60 yards for field hockey. Plans
also include enclosing the field with an
eight foot fence and the installation of
a playground. There will no lights on
the field, nor in the parking lot.

The field will be named The Cady
and Conklin Memorial Police Field, in

honor of two police officers, William
Cady and Richard Conklin, who were
killed in the line of duty.

Board members inquired about the
possibility of lead exposure affecting
the athletes who play on the field.
Hughes explained that older turf fields
were manufactured from old tires and
other materials, but now the materi-
als used do not contain hazardous
materials and the field is approved by
the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Committee.

"The field is beneficial, and the
project is in conformance with our
zoning plan in its use of parkland," said
planner Len Nebenzahl.

Michele Both, South Plainfield resident who established the local Buddy Walk, with
children Kyle and Patrick.


