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Ad Hoc Thick Committee
To Recommend New Route

The members of the Ad Hoc Truck
Committee met on August 14 and
voted to recommend a new truck
route for the Borough Council's
consideration.

The committee was formed to
find an alternate route to direct truck

• traffic away from residential streets as
they travel to Metuchen Road.

The ad hoc committee, chaired by
Mike English, displayed arial maps
and committee member Paul Kavka,
an engineer, gave a description of the
route and what sections of the wet-
lands would be affected by the route.
The committee had been studying
three different routes and narrowed
down their choice to the final truck
route. They intend to show their
plans to the council at the next agenda
meeting scheduled for Tuesday, Sept.
2. According to English and Kavka,
the route takes "the path of least
resistance." •

The new route would extend Hol-
lywood Avenue to Metuchen Road
by using almost all borough-owned
property. The route goes through
mostly uplands, thus disturbing the
least amount of wetlands. It would
utilize the new improvements the
county recently completed at the
intersection of Hamilton Boulevard

and Ryan Street. In the future, Mack
Place could also be extended as an
additional route to Helen Street to
reach Rt. 287.

The committee will also recom-
mend that Gladstone Design, Lie, the
company Kavka works for, be selected
as the consulting engineers and land
surveyors for the project. The com-
mittee will also ask that the council
pass a resolution to continue their role
as advisors to oversee the construction
of the road from the permit level to
the end of the project.

For the past three years, track
traffic has been diverted off of Ham-
ilton Boulevard and Belmont Avenue
and rerouted along South Clinton
Avenue to New Market Avenue and
onto Spicer Avenue. This route was
declared unsafe by Traffic Safety Of-
ficer Lt. Kevin Murtagh.

The council recently passed two
ordinances to rescind the weight
restriction on Hamilton Boulevard
and Belmont Avenue and later voted
to override the mayors veto of the
ordinances. Trucks are expected to be
using Hamilton Boulevard and Bel-
mont Avenue as soon as the borough
receives approval from the county If
the comity fails to give their approval,
die state can override the county.

Crews begin curb restoration work on the corner of Franklin Avenue
and Steven Terrace. Additional curb and ADA restoration will be tak-
ing place on Nunnink Lane, Houston Street, Bleeker Street, Geary
Drive and Greenwich Street.

U10SP Tournament Second Place-front row (L-R): Sarah Cargill, Nicole Sottiriou, Kathe-
rine Vill, Camryn Schaeffer, Taylor Henry and Sarah Walsh. Second row: Amanda Harper,
Caroline Ratti, Kelly Shea, Moriah Garcia, Naomi Nieves and Nicole Girardi. Back row:
Dave Harper, Head Coach Dave Ratti, Mary Cargill and Al Vill.

U14SP Tournament Second Place-front row: Ashanti Bishop, Megan McMahon, Liz Gratta,
Jamie Quail, and Kate McLaughlin. 2nd row: Ali Ratti, Jessica Jazikoff, Jayme Bishop, Andrea
Muglia, Kelly Pauls and Katherine Podlovits and 3rd row: Coach Bill McLaughlin, Manager
Tom Gratta, Coach Jessa Jones and Scorekeeper Patti Ratti. (Not pictured: Becky Eustice)

Ponytail Hosts All
Star Tournaments

The Ponytail Softball Parents As-
sociation hosted the Seventh Annual
U14, U12 and U10 Fastpitch Sum-
mer Sunsational Softball Tourna-
ments last month.

For the most part, the weather
cooperated on all three weekends
and attendance was great. The snack
stand was kept busy at all times sell-
ing pork roll and cheese sandwiches,
bagels, candy, hamburgers, hotdogs,
ice cream and cold drinks. We also
sold t-shirts that advertised each team
that participated in the tournaments.
A photographer was there taking

pictures of all team members.
The U14 tournament consisted of

eight teams participating. They were
South Plainfield, Jersey Clash, Shore
Shock, Watchung Golden Warriors,
Jersey Diamond Girls, NJ Insanity
Yellow, Clark and the North Edison
Blue Devils. Because of their hard
work, South Plainfield made it to the
semi-finals shutting down NJ Insanity
Yellow. South Plainfield was ready
to play and had to face die Traveling
A Jersey Diamond Girls in the Final
game of the day. The girls played well

(Continued on page 12)

WTC Steel to
Pass Through
Borough

The FDNY is sponsoring a motorcy-
cle run from New York City to Shanks-
ville, Pa. on Saturday, Aug. 23. FDNY
will be delivering World Trade Center
(WTC)'steel that will be presented
to the Shanksville Fire Department
at a ceremony on Sunday, Aug. 24.

The motorcade is estimated to
include more than 1,000 motorcycles,
an FDNY bus, FDNY vans, NYC
communications vehicles and two
tractor trailers (one carrying the steel,
fashioned into a cross, and. the other
transporting FDNY Engine 343) and
other vehicles.

The New Jersey route of travel will
be from the Outer Bridge Crossing;
Route 440 to Route 287N; Route
287N to Route 78W and Route 78W
into Pennsylvania with a fueling stop
at Exit 3 in Warren County.

FDNY has requested that the fire
•service have units at each overpass
and any other safe location (off the
highway) to salute die motorcade and
die WTC steel as it passes. The steel is
symbolic to members of FDNY and
they care for it with great respect.

The motorcade will depart Brook-
lyn at 7 a.m. and should reach Mid-
dlesex County (South Plainfield) at
about 8 a.m.

Those interested in joining in the
run should visit www.ironandsr.eel-
nyctoshanksville.com. All proceeds
from the run will benefit the FDNY
Fire Family Transport Foundation.

Calling All
Junior Journalists

The Observer and Hometown
Heros will be sponsoring a float in
die upcoming Labor Day Parade and
will be honoring all past and present
Junior Journalists. We are asking diat
all past winners to join us on the float
and show South Plainfield how proud
we are of all our Junior Jouranlists.

If you would like to participate,
please call Charlie at Hometown
Heros at (908) 755-4376 or Nancy
at the Observer at (908) 668-0010
as soon as possible. Participants will
receive a t-shirt and refreshments.

Annual Tradition Marches Onward
Parade, 5KRace, Walk to Highlight Labor Day Activities

The 51st Annual Labor Day Parade
promises to be another great day
for South Plainfield to shine. The
South Plainfield Public Celebration
Commission began planning for the
parade shortly after last year's parade
was over.

The day begins with a 5K race and
1.5 mile Family Fitness Walk, spon-
sored by die South Plainfield Alliance
for Substance Awareness along with
The Club at Ricochet and die South
Plainfield Education Foundation. The
race begins at 9:15 a.m., registration

begins at 8:15 a.m. Application fee is
$20 and $5 for students. Fee for the
1.5 mile walk is $5.

The parade kicks off at the Middle
School at 10 a.m. and ends at the PAL.
At presstime, 15 marching bands are
scheduled to march, along with more
than 60 groups and organizations. Of
course there will be lots of clowns,
cartoon characters and floats.
- There are a host of activities, games
and contests scheduled to take place
at die PAL beginning at noon. There
will also be a variety of delicious food

to sample. Live musical entertainment
by Mirage begins at 12:30 p.m.

The festivities conclude at Spring
Lake Park with live musical entertain-
ment provided by Sound Investment
starting at 6 p.m. and fireworks at
dusk.

Residents should take note that roads
along the parade route will be closed to
traffic at 9 a.m. as well as in the evening
around Spring Lake Park.

Next week's Observer will have de-
tailed information, including a map of
all of the Labor Dav festivities.

Members of the South Plainfield Senior Center prepare for the summer
picnic held on August 7.


