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HONORING THE SERVICE & THE SACRIFICE
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American Legion and local cemeteries.

A Community Honors Fallen Soldiers on Memorial Day ^ »| . . o . <• . J J
Memorial Dishonoring fallen sol- erans and residents to pay homage to VTW with prayers and songs per- X. 1 Ct 11 fvll.il l3v l lU \J l jLlv/lUJJl i3Memorial Day, honoring fallen sol-

diers, was initially observed 140 years
ago on May 30,1868 when flowers
were placed on graves of Union and
Confederate soldiers at Arlington
National Cemetery.

The VFW and American Legion
held their annual ceremonies on Mon-
day. Attending were dignitaries, vet-

erans and residents to pay homage to
the members of the armed forces who
served, were wounded or died while
defending our country. The groups
spent the week prior to Memorial Day
placing more than 2,000 flags on the
graves of local servicemen who are
buried in South Plainfield.

Opening ceremonies began at the

SPHS Hall of Fame Candidates Named
A "Hall of Fame" was established

at South Plainfield High School
to honor graduates for achieve-
ments in business, government,
academia, community service and
the humanities.

Acknowledging these successful
graduates recognizes them as lead-
ers in their fields and also provides
current high school students with
positive role models from their own

community. The candidates selected
for this year are Kenneth Abbott,
Charles Butrico, Thomas Gannon
and Robert Jones.

The inductees will be honored
on Tuesday, June 4 with a luncheon
at Flanagan's. An induction cer-
emony will take place at 7 p.m. the
same evening in South Plainfield
High School Joseph A. Mondoro
Auditorium.

VFW with prayers and songs per-
formed by the South Plainfield High
School Traveling Choir, under the di-
rection of Tracy Murray After flowers
and wreaths were placed in front of the
VFW building, everyone proceeded to
the three local cemeteries and to the
Veterans Memorial behind the Senior
Center. At each stop a the high school
drum band led the procession into the
cemeteries where a prayer was read,
a wreath was placed, and the honor
guard presented a four gun salute, fol-
lowed by "Taps."

The closing ceremonies took place
at the American Legion. Retired Pas-
tor Rev. Charles Mingle opened with
a prayer. Taylor Kurilew sang "God
Bless America," and The Traveling
Choir performed "The Battle Hymn
of the Republic."

After the ceremonies, guests enjoyed
a lunch donated by South Plainfield
James W Conroy Funeral Home.

Trista Moretti
§f' When Trista Moret-
; ti attended Franklin
gSchooi as a young-
ster, she always loved

!§he playground. And
$o it was fitting last
Thursday that the
school's playground

!|vas dedicated to the
ifallen soldier in a cer-
||§mony honoring her

II SergeantMotettiwas
Ijdlled last June while
serving her country in

liraq when mortar fire
hit her trailer during
•an insurgent attack.
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Principal Ellen
Decker-Lorys was
master of ceremonies.
Students from Frank-
lin filled the gym, most
dressed in red, white
and blue, some carry-
ing flags and wearing
patriot hats. The stu-

Sergeant Trista Moretti

dent chorus sang "God
Bless America" while
the rest of the students
saluted the.flag.

Trista's parents, Fred
and Judy, and sister Jen'
nifcr, who also attended
Franklin School were
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