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Peer Leaders
Raise $2,500
By Jane Dornick

SouthPlainfieldMiddle SchoolPeer
Leadership sponsored a "Hoops for
Heart" fundraiser during the month
of February to help raise funds for the
American Heart Association and its'
fight against our nations's number
one and three killers-cardiovascular
disease and stroke. The school raised
over $2,500 with the top fundraiser,
Sal Esposito, collecting $650.

On March 6, all of the students who
collected money had the privilege of
participating in a three-on-three bas-
ketball game and the top winners then
went on to play the teachers.

"Hoops for Heart" takes place in
schools throughout the country teach-
ing students about the importance
of regular physical activity and heart
health. The dollars raised support vital
research and educational programs.

Mayor Charles Butrico lends a hand carrying on the mission of Theodor Seuss Geisel who influenced the
lives of so many children with his rhyming books, most notably, "The Cat in the Hat," as he reads to Future
Stars Preschool students in celebration of "Read Across America."

No Tax Hike in Upcoming BOE Budget

Peer Leader Advisor Michele Hot-
tendorf with top fundraiser Sal
Esposito.

The Board of Education 2008-2009
school board budget tentatively intro-
duced on March 3, reflects no tax
increase.

Last month the board announced
that the 2007-2008 budget has a
surplus and voted to retain an inde-
pendent auditor at a cost of $7,500
to establish the exact amount.

Some of the surplus will be used in
the 2008-2009 budget. Three reserve
accounts will be established-a capi-
tal reserve account of $1,847,264;

an emergency reserve account of
$375,000; and a maintenance reserve
account of $500,000. An architect
will evaluate what capital outlays
are needed.

Even though the 2008-2009
BOE's operating budget will in-
crease by almost'$2M, as well as
an increase in debt service and a
decrease in South Plainfield's ratables,
an additional 10% increase in State
aid this year will result in a flat tax
rate. Superintendent Jose Negron

is proposing to add at least 10 new
positions next year.

The budget is still a work in prog-
ress and changes could still be made.
The BOE will formally vote on the
new budget on Wednesday, March
26.

Board of Ed
Candidates
Night April 1

The BOE Meet the Candidates
Night is scheduled for Tuesday, April
1 at 7 p.m. at Kennedy Elementary
School on Norwood Avenue.

Senior Center Director Joann Graf
will moderate. Candidates will have
two minutes for opening and for closing
statements, as well as to answer ques-
tions. The audience may submit ques-
tions for candidates via index cards.

The event will air on Comcast Chan-
nel 74 prior to the April 15 election.
Check the Observer for dates.

No campaign literature will be dis-
tributed that evening. A map of the
South Plainfield voting district will
be on display, along with locations of
polling places and absentee ballots. The
last day to register to vote is Tuesday,
March 25.

Superintendent Jose Negron will
hold budget presentations at the Senior
Center on March 18 at 2 p.m., Riley
School on'March 18 at 7 p.m. in the
library, in the high school on March
25 at 7 p.m. in the cafeteria, Grant
School/Middle School on March 31
at 7 p.m. in the Grant School library,
Franklin School on April 7 at 7 p.m. in
the library and at Kennedy School on
April 8 at 7 p.m. in the library.

Mixup Causes HSPA Testing Delay
By Libby Barsky

The discovery of English test book-
lets mingled in with the math tests
caused South Plainfield High School to
suspend the New Jersey High School
Proficiency Assessment (HSPA) testing
program on March 6.

On March 5, SPHS juniors took the
math portion of the test, but some of
the test booklets held a surprise.

,"Some of the test booklets were
bundled incorrectly and the English
portion of the second-test was in the
first day's booklet-invalidating our test
booklets [because the content of the
test was known and could be relayed

to other students]," explained Principal
Dr. Kenneth May.

Dr. May immediately contacted State
officials to report the problem.

Two more test days, March 5 and
March 6, had been scheduled to com-
plete the language arts portion of the'
test, but because of the "bundling"
mishap new tests were needed. The
scheduled early dismissal was held on
Wednesday, but students had full school
days on Thursday and Friday:

On March 6, the high school re-
ceived new language arts test booklets,
along with .protocols to hold the test
on Friday, March 7 and Monday,
March 10.

Concerned that the interruption of
a weekend between test days would
create a hardship by interrupting the
student's preparation and concentra-
tion and possibly resulting in lower
test scores, Dr. May proposed that the
testing dates be held on Monday, March
10 and Tuesday, March 11.

Passing the HSPA is a requirement
for graduation. The HSPA test consists
of one part mathematics and two sec-
tions devoted to language arts. HSPA
testing begins in a student's junior year.
If a student fails to pass, the testing is
repeated in the fall during senior year.

Freshmen and sophomores are given
a test similar to the HSPA made up by a
private testing company. The tests have
been administered to students for the
past four years.

According to Dr. May, this variation
of the HSPA is a good indicator of how
the student is progressing. If a student
doesn't do well, that student can take a
summer ciass or remedial class during
the school year. Students who don't
do well on the HSPA can also take the
Statewide Review Assessment (SRA)
to receive their diploma. This is an un-
timed test graded by classroom teach-
ers. Last year 34 students took a SRA
in math and 10-12 students in language
arts. Since the program started four
years ago, all of the students taking the
HSPA and SRA graduated and received

idiplornas, Dr.: May said.

In honor of Read Across America the South Plainfield Middle School Reading
Department and Information Center held a "Design Your Own Bookmark"
contest. Students were asked to create their own design based on a favorite
character in a novel they had read. Everyone participated in voting for their
favorite bookmark and the top vote-getters from each class were displayed
in the case in front of the Information Center. Pictured (L to R) are first
place winner Nayab Jadoon, second place winner Richard Duong and third

' place winner Jeanna Bovee. The winners received certificates acknowledg-
ing their accomplishments and a gift certificate to Applebee's.

Historical Society Seeks
Photos for Upcoming Book

The South Plainfield Historical So-
ciety and Dr. Richard F. Veit, member
of the Department of History and
Anthropology at Monmouth Univer-
sity, are seeking photographs of South
Plainfield for a forthcoming pictorial
publication.

The photo-essay book will be the
second volume on South Plainfield
published by Arcadia Press in its popu-
lar "Images of America" series which
chronicles the history of communities all
across the United States. Volume one,
published in 2002 and also authored by
Dr. Veit, sold out immediately. / ;: v-

Anyone interested in contributing
vintage photographs of South Plainfield
that help define the people, places and
events in the community are to contact
either the Historical Society at sphis-
toricalsociety@verizon.net, Dr. Veit
at rveit@monmouth.edu or Dorothy
Miele at (908) 754-3073. Photographs
will be copied and returned.

Arcadia, headquartered in Charles-
ton, S.C., is the leading local history
publisher in the United States, with
a catalog of more than 5,000 titles
in print and hundreds of new tides
released every year.
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