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"I have
a dream."

Vlartin Luther King, Jr. Day is
Monday, January 21. Borough
fiees will be closed in observance.

VOL 11, NO. 20 MEMBER NEW JERSEY PRESS ASSOCIATION 50 CENTS JANUARY 18, 2008

Council Snubs Mayor, Approves Tax Hike
A special meeting called by the

newly installed Republican-controlled
council held Monday night ended with
the council voting along party lines to
raise municipal taxes by an average
of $100, despite pleas from Mayor
Charles Butrico and the two Demo-
cratic countilmen to hold off the vote
and see if they can find another solution
other than raising taxes.

According to Council President
Rob Bengivenga, the borough is
facing a $1.3M deficit in this year's
fiscal budget, which has not yet been
officially adopted. Traditionally, the
budget is introduced in August and
adopted around December after the
state gives its approval. The Repub-
licans introduced an amendment to
increase revenue by $1.37M, or about
$100 per household. They explained
that the deficit is caused by $670,000
in land sales held in August which have

not yet closed, and by approximately
$475,000 in tax appeals.

CFO Glenn Cullen stated that the
land sale money must be received by
the end of the borough's fiscal year on
June 30, 2008. The present budget
does include $100,000 for possible
tax appeals, and had anticipated sev-
eral new tax ratables being added in
October which would cover the cost
of those appeals. However, those new
tax ratables did not come through as
planned. Cullen added that previous
budgets did not appropriate for sub-
stantial tax appeals.

Butrico said that he thought the
council was acting too fast and hadn't
spent enough time exploring other
options. He asked the council to wait
a week or until the first meeting in
February to make a decision on raising
taxes. "I think we need a litde more
time than just one week," he said. He

aely disappointed with the Republican
r passing this amendment to raise taxes,
was a partisan decision with little regard
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added that he had reviewed the land
sale contracts and they do not require
a site plan before closing. He asked
Borough Attorney Joseph Sordillo to
look over the contracts and take action
if necessary. Butrico emphasized time
and again that there were options avail-
able other than raising municipal taxes.
He said his first action after hearing
about the special meeting was to reach
out to the borough auditor and ask for
his advice, which he noted no one on
the council had done.

Frank Mikorski wanted to know
why it was taking so long for the
budget to be passed. Cullen explained

The 2008 South Plainfield Borough Council-Seated left to right are Matt Anesh, Mayor Charles Butrico
and Council President Rob Bengivenga. Standing left to right are Joe Scrudato, Raymond Rusnak, Tim Mc-
Conville and Ray Petronko.

ming Up
% Festival of Cultures

Come experience a festival of cultural
extravaganza-a celebration of the diverse
people who call South Plainfield home,
and a celebration of the dance, music,
food and more-Monday, Jan. 21, at the
Senior Center, 4 to 8 p.m. Events also
include Martin Luther King, Jr. tribute
and ceremony by Mayor Butrico inau-
gurating the South Plainfield Coalition
of Cultural Diversity. Refreshments. All
are invited. For information, contact Ne-
hemiah Thompson (908) 756-1044 or
Chris Sienkielewski (908) 561-8057.

3£ Empowering the People
Jerry Cantrel, president of the New

Jersey Taxpayers Association (NJTA),
a grass roots organization, will speak
on what taxpayers can do to empower
themselves. He will cover the 10 top
property relief proposals. The public
is welcome at the Jan. 23, 7 p.m.
discussion at the Senior Center.

School Board Candidacy
Information Available

George B. Sarnoff, South Plain-
field's acting business administra-
tor, has announced that the dead-
line for filing nominating petitions
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25 Jackson Ave.,
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Published by the New Jersey
\ , Association, the

oJ B6ard Candidate Kit in-
cludes the nominating petition and
information about legal qualifica-
tions for school board candidacy

and the role of die school board
member. Information about the
New Jersey School Ethics Act, in>
portant dates in the school election
process, and briefing sessions for
school board candidates are also
included in die kit.

"School board membership
is a meaningful way to make a
contribution to your community
and its schools," said Kevin E.
Ciak, NJSBA president. "I urge
all qualified citizens to consider
Board of Education membership.
Serving on your local school board
doesn't require a degree in eduot
tion. The most important attribute
a candidate can bring to office is a
sincere interest in the community,
its children and their education."

that municipal budgets require state
approval and, as in past years, that did
not happen until December. Mikorski
also questioned putting revenues from
land sales in the general fund and then
relying on them for expenses.

Councilman Ray Rusnak (Chair-
man-Administration, Finance and
Public Information Committee) said
he was relying on the advice and in-
formation given to him by Cullen in
proposing the amended budget. He
felt it would be better to have the extra
revenue on hand to have something to
fall back on. "Let3s have the money in
our pockets and if it happens, it hap-

pens. And if it doesn't, it will give us a
little bit extra going forward," he said.
"As far as the land sale, it amounts to
approximately $670,000. The proper-
ties were supposed to close, in 90 days;
that 90 days was 90 days ago. Now
it's going on six months. Whether
they close or not is anybody's guess.
Maybe somebody is going to forfeit,
but with what we see happening in
real estate, we don't know what other
people are thinking. But at the same
time we shouldn't be taking a chance.
A $100 a year increase, I don't think
if s all that much. My wife and I went
out the other day for lunch and a movie
and it cost me $50.1 don't think a $100
increase for the course of a year is all
that much to ask from taxpayers of
the borough, to fix a problem that we
currendy have," he concluded.

Butrico disagreed, saying that diere
(Continued on page 10)

Woman Dies After
Crash on Park Avenue

Bethel C. Peyser, 47, of Franklin
Park was killed on January 10 when
the 2006 Hyundai Azara she was
driving struck a telephone pole on
Park Avenue approximately 250 feet
south of Oak Tree Avenue at 7:23
p.m.

Peyser, who was unresponsive when
police arrived, was transported to
Muhlenburg Hospital where she died
at 8:11p.m.

Three passengers in the vehicle
were also injured in the crash. The
front seat passenger was Peysers'
mother, Sarah Carrington, 89. She
was transported to Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital in
New Brunswick with injuries to her
arms, legs and back. Also injured
were passengers Evelyn Eshleman,
43 of Easton, Pa., who was trans-
ported to Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital with leg and

arm injuries and Demetra Mannion,
47, of Manville who was transported
to John F. Kennedy Medical Center
in Edison where she was treated for
facial injuries.

There was no evidence of exces-
sive speed or impaired driving and
no other vehicles were involved in
the crash.

Statements from passengers indi-
cate that they were returning from the
funeral pi Nathan John Carrington,
the brother of Bethel Peyser and son
of Sarah Carrington, who died on
January 8.

South Plainfield Police Chief John
Ferraro said the crash may have been
caused by a medical event that oc-
curred prior to the crash. He could
not say what that medical condition
might have been. The Middlesex
County Medical Examiner's Office
will perform an autopsy.

May Speaks at NASA Mtg.
By Libby Barsky

Dr. Kenneth May, princi-
pal of South Plainfield High
School, has always been the
biggest cheerleader for the
high school. Even before
taking over as principal in
2004, Dr. May repeatedly
asserted, "South Plainfield
High School is the best kept
secret in Middlesex County."

Even with all his efforts, the school
may still be the best kept secret in
Middlesex County-but not for long.
"We are the only school in New Jersey
affiliated with NASA (National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration)
Heliophysics Project Division," said
Dr. May

This month Dr. May attended a
service institute in Anchorage, Alaska.

Dr. Kenneth May

The program is spon-
sored by NASA's Helio-
physics Project Division
for Outreach and Edu-
cation, whose director
is Dr. Evelina Felicite-
Marice.

Dr. May made the
two-hour presentation,
"Strive to be a Better
You: Scheduling, Class-

room Observations, Reports, Read-
ing, Student Incentives, Field Trips,
and Innovations." He shared the
presentation with Sara Brown, an
education specialist in the NASA
Helipophysics Project Division.

The presentation alternated with
Brown giving a teacher's perspective
and Dr. May giving an administra-
tor's point of view. They addressed

(Continued on page 6)
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I I I I I I January 14 Agenda and Special Council
• — • meetings air will air on Comcast Channel 74,

Saturdays, Jan. 19 and 26 at 9 p.m.
The December 19 BOE Public Meeting will air on Comcast Channel 74

Thursdays at 8 p.m. until their next public meeting on Wednesday, Jan. 16.
Comcast will air two hours of a meeting. To purchase a copy of

a complete council or BOE meeting, contact the Observer.

Meets twice a month on Mondays, except as noted.* All meetings begin at 7 p.m.

Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605

Agenda Meeting Public Meeting
. Tuesday, January 22*

Monday, February 4 Monday, Feburary 11
Tuesday, February 19* Monday, February 25
Monday, March 3 Monday, March 10
Monday, March 17 , Monday, March 24
All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act (NJSA10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641
Feb. 26*, March 11, March 25, April 8, April 22, May13, June 10, June 24, July 8, July 22,
Sept. 9, Sept 23, Oct. 7, Oct. 21, Nov 18*, Dec. 9*.

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641
January 24, February 14 and 28, March 13 and 27, April 10 and 24, May 8 and 22, June
12 and 26, July 10 and 24, August 14 and 28, September 11 and 25, October 9 and 23,
N o v e m b e r 3 0 * , D e c e m b e r 1 1 * . • • •'•

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole, Wednesdays 7 p.m.-Feb. 13, March 12, April 2
Regular Meeting Wednesdays 8 p.m. Jan. 16, Feb. 20, March 19 and April 19.

Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7716

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 7 p.m.
February 19, March 18, April 5, May 20, June 17, July 15, August 19, September 16,
October 21, November 18, December 16.

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7621

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. • Questions? 908-757-8100

Meets on the fourth Wednesday of the mongh at 7 p.m. in the Conference Room,
Borough Hall

Meets once a month on Mondays at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room at
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.
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The South Piainfield Observer (U.S.P.S. 018253) is published weekly, except
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Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004. Second class postage paid at South Plainfield, New
Jersey 07080-9998. POSTMASTER: Forward change of address orders to G&G
Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004.
Subscription rates $25 per year in South Plainfield; $30 per year out of town. To
subscribe: 908-668-0010.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:
1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110

Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave., fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver@comcast.net. Include your name, address, telephone num-
b e r LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept., 1110
Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email: spobserver@comcast.net
or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to
edit for clarity or length. It is the editor's discretion to limit the number of letters
submitted by one individual on the same subject. The opinions expressed in "Letters"
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Observer. All letters must be submitted
with name and phone number, for verification.

The opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher.

Dear Editor,
I have been a resident of South

Plainfield all my life. I love this town
and have enjoyed many aspects of
community involvement. I can un-
derstand, however, the reluctance of
many good, decent people to get in-
volved. Last week this newspaper
printed a nasty, venomous letter from
the local Republican Chairman Bob
Jones. His arrogance and contempt
for people who have a differing point
of view just jumped off the page.
, The tactics displayed by Mr. Jones
and his party's faithful cause many
people to remain silent. I am not one
of those people. Whether I speak from
the dais or the audience, I always have
and will continue to speak out when
I see an injustice.

I am first and foremost a resident
of this community and I will not be
silenced by intimidation.

KATHY THOMAS

To the Editor:
Bob Jones' recent letter stating he

had discussed the Republican con-
trolled council's recent changes with
the Business Association resulted in
quite a few phone calls and E-mails.

First, some history In my five years
as president of the SPBA we made it
dear we felt CME's fees were unrea-
sonable. To back this claim, Robert
Longo, SPBA vice president and chair-
man of the Business Advisory Group,
did a case study. The results were stag-
gering. In relation to the total cost of
construction of a commercial build-
ing, CME's fees represented 7.63%.
All other municipal inspection fees
combined (construction, plumbing,
electrical etc.) came to only .24%, or
about 3% of CME's billing. To add
7.63% to the cost of construction
just to review engineering and over-
see certain aspects of contruction
seems completely unreasonable and
unnecessary.

Bob Jones did call me after the elec-
tion and I discussed this with him and
referred him to Bob Longo to con-
firm the numbers. I know he did speak
with Bob Longo as well. I also rec-
ommended a smaller engineering firm
with strong ties to the community and
the Business Association and this was
NOT the firm selected. As I knew the
borough attorney was to be replaced,
I recommended an attorney with simi-
lar credentials. He was not chosen eith-
er. So while Bob Jones did reach out
to the president and vice president of
the association, at the time there was
no formal meeting with the associa-
tion and the input of the two mem-

PRE-OWNED
VEHICLE SALES

ARE YDULDDKING FOR A QUALITY.
PRE-DWNED VEHICLE?

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield

Brighten up someone's day
with a gourmet gift basket

or floral arrangement.

2325 PlainField flue.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

(908) 561-2808

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Please be advised that the Observer
does not publish anonymous letters.

Letters may be submitted to the Observer, 1110

Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ

07080, orfax 908-668-8819 or by email: spobser-

ver@comcast.net. Deadline is Monday. 5 p.m. Let-

ters must be accompanied by a name and telephone

number for verification. Please limit letters to no

more than 200 words. We reserve the right to refuse

a letter, to edit for clarity or length, and to limit the

number of letters submitted on the same subject.

bers contacted seenis to have had very
little impact on the selection process.

JACKPEDERSEN,
SPBA, PAST PRESIDENT;
BUSINESS ADVISORY
GROUP MEMBER

Dear Mayor Butrico,
I am writing in response to your

letter in the Observer (January 11). I
would not normally write to the pa-
per editorials, but as you asked, I am
going to try to do my civic duty and
give you my opinion on the political
atmosphere in South Plainfield.

I have lived here almost 10 years,
but have been visiting family here for
the last 30 years. I have grown to like
the town and all the great services they
have for family and seniors. I have been
following the politics here and am not
pleased with all that seemed to be go-
ing on. I can only imagine your dis-
pleasure in what happened at the re-
organization meeting. But let me try
and explain to you what politics is
supposed to be from a layman's point
of view.

As a politician, you are supposed
to be doing what is best for your con-
stituency and looking out for their
best interests. I have not seen this en-
tirely here in the past years. I think
when you first rah for town council
you had all the right intentions, but
lost some of these ideals along the way
That seems to be the pitfall of politi-
cians today. It is not just here, but
everywhere in a free democratic soci-
ety. I guess politicians figure that if
they give the people a few scraps of
what they need, we will be happy to
let them follow their own agendas af-
ter that. You have to ask yourself,
when the two Republicans were
elected to the council, were you, as a
truly partisan council member, open
to them with information relevant to
them to do their jobs and represent us
or were you withholding information
for the good of the Democratic Party?

If I am to believe what I read in the
papers and some of the T>ear Editor5

letters from present and past politi-
cians, and having been to a few coun-
cil meetings, as well as school board
and zoning meetings, I would say that
there hasn't been any 'partisanship'
here for as long as I have lived in South
Plainfield. Only you can truly answer
this question. From my standpoint, I

would say not. Some of the letters
from both political parties show a to-
tal disregard and lack of respect for
each other as party members and indi-
viduals . We are supposed to show you,
as our leaders, a certain amount of
respect, but how are we to do that
when you don't give that same re-
spect to each other?

What I would really like to see here
in town is true partisanship between
your two parties, a return to Govern-
ment Day, and the politicians doing
what is right for the people of South
Plainfield, not to their parties or to
their respective contributors. We are
the ones paying for all your political
ideas, we should be the ones reaping
the benefits. Remember, a true politi-
cian represents the will of the people,
not their own.

I am glad to have a two-party sys-
tem here again, as I believe this is the
only way to truly represent all people
in South Plainfield, not just some of
us. This will make everyone work for
us, not just vote for the status quo, as
an individual party deems fit.

I also challenge the Republican
Party to live up to its campaign state-
ments of having a partisan govern-
ment and work with the Democratic
Party in doing the right thing for the
people of South Plainfield and not
for their own gratification or that of
their party If not, the people in town
should GRIP (Get Rid of Incumbent
Politicians) until we find the right per-
sons to represent us in town, state
and federal governments.

In dosing, I invite you to contact
me via E-mail anytime to discuss my
feelings and to better elaborate on
what I have said here, and maybe give
a layman's point of view as to how I
see the workings o£ Ac political ma-
chine here in South Plainfield.

JIM ROESCH

Dear Editor,
Honesty and integrity are traits

people expect in their elected leaders.
Keeping that in mind, I want to com-
ment on Charles Butrico's statement
in last week's Observer. He states: The
Republicans, without explanation, re-
placed every professional with ones
who are longtime contributors to the
Republican Party Let's examine this
comment.

Butrico says every professional was
replaced. Yet he knew that the new
administration kept the borough's in-

(Continued on page 12)
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The South Plainfield Fire Department held their annual installation of officers in December. Mayor Charles
Butrico gave the oath to the following officers: Chief Lawrence Del Negro, Deputy Chief Thomas Scalera,
Deputy Chief John Mocharski, Captain Joseph Abbruzzese, Captain John Reed, Captain John Ferguson, Lieutenant
Michael Gallagher, Lieutenant Luke Melick and Lieutenant Adam Tennenbaum. In addition to the new officers,
several members were recognized for their extraordinary service during the last year.

Jerry Cantrel to Speak
Next Wednesday

Board of Adjustment Names New
Professionals at Reorganization Meeting

The Board of Adjustment held their
reorganization meeting last Thursday
with five newly appointed members
takingtheir seats. They are Alex Barletta,
David Miglis, Darlene Pinto, Thomas
Crino and Salvatore Esposito.

All those previously providing pro-
fessional services for the borough were
replaced. The board voted to hire at-
torney William Lane, Paul Ricci from
T&M as engineer and Leonard Miller,

also from T&M, as planner. Mary Beth
Khidre was reappointed secretary.

Board chairman William Thomas
was reappointed and Alex Barletta was
named vice chairman.

No decision was made on appoint-
ments to the Site Plan Sub-Commit-
tee since there are so many new mem-
bers; The board voted to wait until
next month to make that decision.

The board approved the following

Planning Board Reorganizes
The South Plainfield Planning

Board held their reorganization last
Tuesday evening. The make up of the
board remained the same as last year.

The members of the board voted
to retain Lester Nebenzahl from THP,
Inc. as board planner, Rob Russo from
CME Associates as engineer and Chris
Nelson, Esq. as board attorney. Mary
Beth Khridre will also remain as the
recording secretary.

Returning as chairman will be Bob
Ackerman and vice chairman is Paul
Grenza.

The board approved the following
meetings dates for 2008: February 26,
March 11 and 25, April 8 and 22,
May 13, June 10, July 8 and 22, Sep-
tember 9 and 23, October 7 and 21,
November 18 and December 9. All
meetings begin at 7 p.m. in the Bor-
ough Hall Council Chambers. '

Buttiglieri Removed as Borough
Administrator, Cullen Appointed

A resolution that will be placed
on next week's agenda to remove
Vincent Buttiglieri as borough ad-
ministrator and replace him with
Glenn Cullen, Borough CFO.
Buttiglieri will remain in his tenured
position as municipal clerk. The po-

sition of borough administrator is
not a tenured position, but an ap-
pointment made at the pleasure of
the council.

The change will take effect after
the council officially votes on the
resolution at next Tuesday's meeting.

The First Annual

South Plainfield

Festival of
Cultures

January 21, 2008
4pm to 8pm at

South Plainfield Senior Center

Come experience a festival of cultural extravaganza. It will
be a celebration of us—we, the diverse people who call
South Plainfield home—and a celebration of the dance,
music, food, and more that makes us who we are.

The evening will also include a tribute to Martin Luther King,
Jr. and a ceremony by Mayor Charles Butrico, inaugurating
the South Plainfield Coalition of Cultural Diversity.
Refreshments will accompany the program.

All are invited.

The Evening Schedule:
4:00 - 5:00 Cultural expo and Music
5:00 - 7:30 Inaugural event and Cultural dances
7:30 - 8:00 Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

Refreshments will be available throughout the event
Presented by
The South Plainfield Coalition of Cultural Diversity
The South Plainfield Coalition for Cultural Diversity organized in mld-2007, in
response to the existing and increasing diversity of people living in South Plainfield.
Our purpose is to encourage the awareness, inclusion, and appreciation of each
others" ethnicities, including our differences and commonality. We hope that
celebrations of the richness of our cultures, like the 2008 Festival of Cultures, are
only the beginning. We invite all citizens of South Plainfield to join the efforts of
the Coalition. For more information, contact Nehemiah Thompson (908)756-
1044 or Chris Sienkielewski (908) 561-8057.

meeting dates for 2008: January 24
February 14 and 28, March 13 and
27, April 10 and 24, May 8 and 22,
June 12 and 26, July 10 and 24, Au-
gust 14 and 28, September 11 and
25, October 9 and 23, November 2
and December 11. Meetings are held
in the Municipal Council Chambers
and begin at 7 p.m.

Site Plan Sub-Committee meetings
are scheduled for February 19, March
18, April 15, May 20, June 17, July
15, August 19, September 16, Octo-
ber 21, November 28 and December
16. Meetings start at 8 p.m.

Boy Scout Troop
309 Open House

The South Plainfield Business As-
sociation (SPBA) and the South
Plainfield Observer: are inviting the
public to attend a seminar given by
Jerry Cantrel, president of the New
Jersey Taxpayers Association (NJTA),
on Wednesday, Jan. 23 at 7 p.m. at
the Senior Center. Cantrell will be dis-
cussing his association's "Top Ten
Property Tax Relief Proposals."

Formerly The Silver Brigade, the
NJTA evolved from a group of con-
cerned citizens who initially came to-
gether in 2000 to formally oppose
the out-of-control property tax in-
creases rampant throughout the state
of New Jersey. Since 2004, the orga-
nization has expanded on its original
mission, now taking a very aggressive
role in addressing the overall tax issue
and the fiscal irresponsibility and mis-
management that has historically
plagued our state.

Cantrel is a past president of the
Randolph School Board, founder of
Sanely Tax Our Properties, a Randolph
based property tax reform group, and
founder of several technology firms.
He has been president of the New Jer-
sey Taxpayers Association for the past
four years.

If you like paying high taxes, stay
home; otherwise come out and find
out more about what you can do as a
citizen in getting involved. All are in-
vited. Refreshments will be served.

For more information, contact

NJTA President Jerry Cantrel

Jack Pedersen at (908) 922-2368 or
the Observer at (908) 668-0010.
You can also log on to the NJTA Web
site at www.njtaxes.org to find out
more about the organization.

In addition, the SPBA and the
Observer will host four Citizens' Cam-
paign courses at the Senior Center
beginning February 6. The courses
are designed to empower citizens to
become part of the decision-making
process in South Plainfield, from mak-
ing a constructive proposal before our
governing body, to taking a seat on
an appointed board or commission.
The first course will be an introduc-
tion on local government. The courses
will run on February 6 and 27, and
on March 5 and 25, all at 7 p.m. in
the Senior Center on Maple Avenue.
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hoIJ .ui open h< nisc tor b »ys ages
12 and up wishing ro join the
Boy Scouts. The open house
c.ikcs place Mi tnday; fan. 2S from

a. at Wesley
United Methodist Church, lSfX)

: .No previous scout-
•ience is necessary to join.
irther information or to

Ice an appointment, -
• Pauls at (908) 755-

Valentine's Day %
Balloons & Supplies:

For
)CC^sioh 907E Oak Tree Rd.

(903)222-3315 (nexttoA&P)

Hurry, Offer Expires 1/37/08
Stay warm this winter with huge savings on a membership at The Club!

We offer you two fully equipped, state-of-the-art facilities
and results you can count on.

Fully equipped fitness center • Group exercise studiosj
• Spinning • Pilates • Yoga • Les Mills Programs
[Body Pump/Body Step/Body Flow/Body Combat/RPMf

toor Pool • Basketball • Volleyball • Racquetball
Kids Programs • Physical Therapy

At The Club we've truly got it all!
Contact a membership coordinator

for complete details.

Person
Frien
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Blackrose to Perform
January 19

On Saturday, Jan. 19 at 10 p.m.,
Blackrose, the band, will be perform-
ing classic rock and roll music and
today's hits at Rugs and Rifly's, 493
Rahway Ave. in Woodbridge. "No
cover charge.

Atlantic City Bus Trip
January 20

An Atlantic City bus trip is planned
for Sunday, Jan. 2 to The Showboat.
Bus leaves from the Polish Home on
New Market Avenue at 9 a.m. and re-
turns at 7 p.m. Cost is $30, with $20
back and $6 food voucher.

Tickets still available. Call (908)
668-9442 for information and tickets.

American Legion
Pancake Breakfast

January 20
The American Legion Chaumont

Post 243, located on Oak Tree Avenue,
will be hosting an all-you-can-eat pan-
cake breakfast on Sunday, Jan. 20 from
8 a.m. to noon. Cost is $5 adults, $3
children and free for kids under the
age of six. Everyone is welcome to at-
tend this event benefiting the scholar-
ship fund.

Inauguration of Coalition
of Cultural Diversity
January 21

Mayor Charles Butrico will inaugu-
rate the newly formed Coalition of
Cultural Diversity on Monday, Jan. 21
at the South Plainfield Senior Center..

The event starts at 4 p.m. with vari-
ous displays of cultural artifacts and
music, followed by a brief tribute to
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Ethnic
food will be available at a modest cost.

For more information, call Nehe-
miah Thompson at (908) 251-3992.

SPHS PTA Meeting
January 22

The SPHS PTA will meet on Tues-
day, Jan. 22 in the SPHS Tiger's Den,
room 110 at 7 p.m. We are in need of
volunteers to help prepare for the up-
coming auction to benefit Project
Graduation for the Class of 2008. If
you are able to help out in any way
please try to attend this meeting. If

What's
happening at the SENIOR CENTER JANUARY
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

IPCOMINL

NJ Taxpayers Association Information
Seminar - January 23 at 7 p.m.

• • •
January 28 - Noon

Presentation of Pre-Arrangements by
McCriskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals, with lunch

Bingo
10am-2pm 18

Center Closed
for

Martin Luther King
Day

Bingo 10am-2pm
Ladies Social
Group 10am

22 23Aerobics 8:45 am
Listen to
Children 9:45am
10am, 11:30am, 1pm
Crocheting 1pm
Tai Chi 2pm
NJ Taxpayers Assoc. 7pm

Path mark
Shopping 9am
Computer Class 10am
11:30am, 1pm
Exercise Class 1:15p

.. • " . • :. : ; : - ' . • ' : : . . . . . : . ' • • ' • • i • i ' V

you are unable to attend the meeting,
contact any executive board member
to find out how you can help.

Anyone with solicitation sheets,
please bring the updated sheets to the
meeting along with any donations you
have received. If you are unable to at-
tend the meeting, please contact me
directly or you can drop them off at
the high school main office.

NJ Taxpayers Assoc.
Invites All Taxpayers

January 23
The South Plainfield Business As-

sociation and the South Plainfield
Observer will be sponsoring the grass
roots organizations New Jersey Tax-
payers Association (NJTA) and the
Citizens' Campaign for five presenta-
tions starting Wednesday, Jan. 23 at 7
p.m. at the senior center, located on
Maple Avenue.

Jerry' Cantrel will present NJTA's
"Top Ten Property Tax Relief Propos-
als." The Citizens' Campaign will hold
four courses designed to empower
people to become part of the decision-
making process in South Plainfield.
Those courses run February 6, 27,
March 5 and 25, each beginning at 7
p.m. at the senior center.

If you like paying high taxes, stay
home; otherwise come join the fight.

VFW Dinner
January 25

The South Plainfield VFW will hold

p
H pceeds benefit

South PtatnfieM
Summer Drama

Workshop
LAS VEGAS. «.£VABA. USA

a chicken paprikash dinner on Friday,
Jan. 25 from 5 to 8 p.m. at the South
Plainfield VFW The public is wel-
come.

Any questions, please call (908)
668-9751.

AARP Chapter
#4144 Meeting

January 28
AARP Chapter #4144 will host

Maria Linda Manola from JFK speak-
ing "Stroke Awareness" on Monday,
Jan. 28 at the South Plainfield Senior
Center.

Needlecrafters meet Wednesdays at
1:30 p.m. at the senior center. They
are currently knitting 130 lap robes for
the Highlands, preemie hats for DYFS
and Muhlenberg Hospital. Call

Georgie at (732) 968-3128.
Refreshments will be served. New

members and guests are welcome.

Wine and Cheese
Business Reception

January 30
The directors and officers of Com-

merce Bank and South Plainfield Busi-
ness Association cordially invite mem-
bers of area businesses to attend a wine
and cheese business reception on Wed-
nesday, Jan. 30 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
at Commerce Bank, 2473 Plainfield
Ave. Guest speaker is Joel L. Naroff,
Commerce Bank chief economist.
Your business card is your admission.

RSVP to Carolyn Allen at (908)
561-3275.

HOMETOW
T ROUND SUPERHERO SERVED WITH

5 POUNDS Or OUR HOMEMADE M U M IN
THE MIDDLE.... ?4.25 PER PERSON

•Buffalo Wings
•BBQ Wings
•Meatball Parmesan
(Served with sub rolls)

Asst. Sloppy Joe Trays
Assorted Sub Trays
Sausage, Pepper & Onions
(Served with sub rolls)

CALL FOR GIANTS SAME! CALL TODAY!

6 1 I HOMETOWN HEROS
•IMA w ? i ! ; 340 Hamilton Boulevard

(BY THE DARE BLD©)

908-755-HERO (4376)

702. 845, 3288 88. 732. 402?

W I DELIVER! OPEN SUNDAYS
• ? / , ?/?/7. >'.;--'. •'/ • v // <••' ~/ / ? w • >' '•>•'' J

— Out of Town
Church Woman
United Meeting

January 18
The Church Women United,

Plainfield Area, will hold their annual
meeting on Friday, Jan. 18 at 1:30
p.m. at the Rose of Sharon Commu-
nity Church, 825 West 7th St. in
Plainfield. For information contact
Evelyn Troy at (908) 899-8955.

Dinner Dance at
Singer Hall
January 19

The Plainfield Gesang and Turn
Verein will host a dinner dance on Sat-
urday, Jan. 19 at 6:30 p.m. at Singer
Hall, 220 Somerset St. in North
Plainfield. Music will be provided by
the Werner Goebel band. Tickets are
$16 for members and $18 for non-
members. New board of officers will
be installed.

Call Victor at (908) 276-8572 or
Joan at (908) 647-0819.

American Indian
Crafts and Games
January 19

Chase away the midwinter blues
and learn about traditional American
Indian winter crafts and games at the
next meeting of Intertribal American
Indians of New Jersey on Saturday,
Jan. 19 at 2 p.m. in the log cabin at
Thompson Park in Jamesburg.

MLK Jr. Celebration
January 20

The New Hope Baptist Church and
The NAACP Metuchen-Edison Area
Branch presents the annual Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration
entitled, "Following in the Footsteps
of the Dream," at New Hope Baptist
Church, 45 Hampton St., Metuchen
at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Jan. 20. Light
refreshments will be served. This event
is free.

For further information, call (732)
549-7936 or (732) 906-6664.

WOW's Open Dance
January 20

Woodbridge Widows Or Widow-
ers will hold an open dance on Sun-
day, Jan. 20from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m.
at The Elks Hall, 665 Rahway Ave. in
Woodbridge. Refreshments. All are
welcome! Admission is $10. For more
information, contact Phyllis at (732)
381-3255 or Lois at (908) 757-0515.

e-mail: garryandkelsey@aol.com »CmsoaEuistiamment.cam

Join us in bringing
you the best of South Plainfield

ENCOURAGE YOUR ORGANIZATION TO
SEND US THEIR UPCOMING EVENTS. Make
your event more successful by publicizing it in
AROUND TOWN. Mail, fax or e-mail.

SEND US YOUR MILESTONES, Share your good
news with the community, i.e. promotions, births,
engagements, weddings, anniversaries, gradua-
tions. Include photos if you like.

IS THERE SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO
MAKES A DIFFERENCE in South Plainfield?
Thank them by letting us know.

USE THE OBSERVER AS AN ADVERTISING
TOOL. Introduce your business to the commu-
nity. Promote your specials. Residents would
rather patronize local businesses than travel out
of town. It is more convenient and
it's good for the local economy.

-experience in South Plainfield, share it with your
neighbors through the newspaper.

SUBMIT LETTERS TO THE EDITOR to allow
readers to discuss and react to issues.

SEND US YOUR PHOTOS. If you have an event,
take a photo, write a caption identifying the event
and people and send it to us. The best photos
record action and don't include so many people
that it is impossible to identify anyone. Please
don't send us photocopies or laser prints. They
don't reproduce well. Electronic photos should be
1 50 dpi or higher.

HOWTO CONTACT US. By mail: 1110 Hamilton
Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080;
By phone: 908-668-0010; By fax: 908-668-8819;
By email: spobserver@comcast.net.

SUGGEST A BUSINESS
FOR US TO SPOTLIGHT. If
you have had a great retail,
restaurant or service

i South Plainfield
SUBSCRIBE. It's $25. (in town) for
one year!! Call us or subscribe

through email at:
L j i " ^ ^ spobserver@comcast.net.
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First Annual Festival of
Cultures Announced

Come experience a festival of cul-
tural extravaganza on Monday, Jan. 21
at the South Plainfield Senior Center
on Maple Ave. from 4 to 8 p.m. It
will be a celebration of us-wc, the di-
verse people who call South Plainfield
home-and a celebration of the dance,
music, food and more that makes us
who we are.

The evening's events will also in-
clude a tribute to Martin Luther King,
Jr. and a ceremony by Mayor Charles
Butrico, inaugurating the South Plain-
field Coalition of Cultural Diversity.
Refreshments will accompany the pro-
gram. All are invited to attend.

The South Plainfield Coalition of

Cultural Diversity was organized in
mid-2007 in response to the existing
and increasing diversity of people liv-
ing in South Plainfield. The purpose
is to encourage the awareness, inclu-
sion, and appreciation of each others'
ethnicities, including our differences
and commonality. We hope that cel-
ebrations of the richness of our cul-
tures, like the 2008 Festival of Cul-
tures, are only the beginning. We in-
vite all citizens of South Plainfield to
join the efforts of the coalition.

For more information, contact
Nehemiah Thompson (908) 756-
1044 or Chris Sienkielewski (908)
561-8057.

Adult School Brochures in the Mail
Brochures have been sent to all area

residents of the upcoming winter 2008
semester of the South Plainfield Adult
School. If you did not receive a bro-
chure and would like one, please call
the Adult School at (908) 754-4620,
ext. 213. We welcome all area resi-
dents.

The Adult School offers a variety
of classes including typing, comput-
ers, Tai-Chi, yoga, exercise, dance,
painting, volleyball, golf and craft
classes.

You may register over the phone
with either a Visa or MasterCard, or

lillllllliiil
Ashleigh Gaspati
Named to
President's List

Ashleigh R. Gaspari of South Plain-
field has been named to the presidenf s
list at Coastal Carolina University, for
the fall semester.

To qualify for the presidenf s list, a
student must earn a 4.0 grade point
average and be enrolled full time.

Bucknett Students
Named to Fall
Dean's List

Bucknell University has released the
dean's list for outstanding academic
achievement during the fall semester
of the 2007/2008 academic year. A
student must earn a grade point aver-
age of 3.5 or higher on a scale of 4.0
to receive dean's list recognition.

Sudents who met this standard are
Samantha A. Deffler, daughter of John
and Marie Deffler and a 2006 gradu-
ate of South Plainfield High School,
and Ryan M. Smith, son of Martin and
Nancy Smith and a 2006 graduate of
South Plainfield High School.

Invest in your
business.

Spend just $16.50 a
week on an ad in the
Observer. Isn't your
business worth it.
Want to know more?

riaiiifietdObserver
Your ttl Source for South Plainfield News

908-668-0010

come to the Adult School Office in
the Roosevelt Administration Build-
ing, 125 Jackson Avenue, between 8
and 4 p.m. Most classes commence the
week of January 28.

Tickets are on sale now for the
Philadelphia Flower Show on Sunday,
March 2. The price is $60 and includes
transportation and admission. For
more information on this and many
other trips, please call the Adult School
at (908) 754-4620, ext. 213.

TJie Knights of Columbus hosted a Christmas party for the residents of the Keystone Community.

Knights Host Keystone Christmas Party
The South Plainfield Knights of

Columbus Council #6203 held their
2007 Keystone Community Christ-
mas party on December 26.

More than 60 Keystone residents
were treated to a hot dinner and a visit
from Santa, who delivered many gifts

to the residents.
The Knights of Columbus have

been hosting this dinner annually for
over 20 years.

The Knights would like to thank all
of members and their families who at-
tended and either cooked or served the

residents dinner.
A special thank you to our own

brother, Knight Bill Thomas, for his
support for playing Santa.

Co-organizers for this event were
Bill Thomas and Past Grand Knight
Joe Scrudato.

MONDAY, January 21

ALL
MERCHANDISE

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER COUPONS, DISCOUNTS, OR SPECIAL OFFERS

UNIQUE
HRIF™ S""ORE

itl
1 4 i •' •' -
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Diocese of Metuchen to
Present Pro-Vita Awards

The Diocese of Metuchen will honor
three pro-life advocates with the 2008
Pro-Vita awards at its annual Respect
Life Mass to be held Sunday, Jan 20 at
noon at St. Francis of Assisi Cathedral
in Metuchen. The recipients include
Rev. Dr. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.,
Joan Fasanello and Celeste Fitzgerald.

Fr. Pacholczyk is being recognized for
his leadership in educating individuals
about the moral and ethical concerns
surrounding stem cell research as well
as other life issues.

A priest of the diocese of Fall River,
Mass., Fr. Pacholczyk earned a Ph.D.
in Neuroscience from Yale University,
where he focused on cloning genes for
neurotransmitter transporters which are
expressed in the brain. A nationally rec-
ognized expert on stem cells, he has tes-
tified before members of the Massachu-
setts, Wisconsin, Virginia and North
Carolina state legislatures during delib-
erations over stem cell research and
cloning.

Director of Life Choices, Inc. in
Phillipsburg, Fasanello is being honored
for reaching out to help pregnant
women and their families who are in
need.

Fasanello is the founder and director
of Life Choices, Inc. of Phillipsburg.
Under her leadership, Life Choices' pro-
grams have been developed to directly
address the concertos of women in cri-
sis pregnancy. Besides'serving as a guest
speaker at various parishes and schools

throughout the Diocese of Metuchen,
Fasanello has also helped to bring the
chastity message to the youth in the dio-
cese.

Celeste Fitzgerald is receiving the
Pro-Vita award for her commitment
and hard work to abolish the death pen-
alty She is director of New Jerseyans
for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
(NJADP), a grassroots statewide orga-
nization with 12,000 members.

In 1999 Fitzgerald and.NJADP
launched a campaign to replace New
Jersey's death penalty with life without
parole. That campaign led to passage
of two historic and bipartisan bills. The
first suspended all executions in New
Jersey, and created a thirteen-member
commission to examine all aspects of
capital punishment. Following the re-
lease of the report by the New Jersey
Death Penalty Study Commission,
which recommended that the death
penalty in New Jersey be replaced with
life in prison without parole, the New
Jersey's Legislature passed in 2007 the
bipartisan death penalty abolition bill.

Celeste has also worked closely with
the NJ Catholic Conference and has
helped to educate others about the death
penalty at various conferences and semi-
nars held in the Diocese of Metuchen
and throughout the state.

All are invited to the Pro-Vita Mass
and reception which will follow in the
Cathedral Community Room.

For more information call the dioc-
esan Pro-Life Office at (732) 562-
1990, ext. 1629.

.
The 2008 officers of the South Plainfield Volunteer Rescue Squad are sworn in by Mayor Charles Butrico.

Volunteer EMS Announces 2008 Officers
On January 4 the elected officers of

die South Plainfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad were sworn in by Mayor
Charles F. Butrico, Jr., at the Primavera
Regency in Sterling.

The line office, which handles the
day-to-day operations of the Rescue
Squady will be led by Captain Edward *
LaFerrera. Gregory Rowlands will
serve as first lieutenant, Robert Cubala
as second lieutenant and Jenna
Ferlazzo and Andrew Batshaw as op-
erational sergeants.

Keely Heyman was sworn in as
president of the organization. She will
be aided by Vice President Sue For-
ester, Glenn Ewing as treasurer and
Robert Dolan joins Gary Toth and
Jose Heavens as trustees of the orga-
nization.

The rescue squad would like to ex-
tend a special thank you to Brian
Anderson who served as president of
the organization for more than a de-
cade. Brian will continue to serve the
residents of South Plainfield as an ac-
tive riding member. He was also
elected to the position of delegate to
the New Jersey State First Aid Coun-
cil.

In addition to the swearing in of
officers, special service awards were
presented as well. Heyman and
Rowlands were presented with Life
Membership to the rescue squad after
completing 10 years of active service.
Heavens and Ewing were recognized
for 15 years of active service. Lieuten-
ant Rowland was presented with the
Presidents Award for Outstanding

NAPA Auto Care Center
Tire Center • Tune-Ups • Brakes •
Exhaust • Mufflers • Oil Changes

Alignment • A/C Repairs & Recharging

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield

Dr. May, SPHS Principal, Goes to Alaska
(Continued from $age 1)
their talk to college students along
with teachers and administrators from
the Boston, Washington D.C. and
Virginia. The program went over how
we acclimate teachers, share job de-
scriptions needed for student manage-

2007-08

JUNIOR JOURNALIST

Charlie and Debbie Kurland deliver dinner to Natasha Jani,
mom Purvi, father Bhargav and brother Ishaan.

ment and go through the lesson ap-
plication. ,

Dr. May also gave a speech on "Part-
ners in Student Success" as a work
session helping to identify the success,
and evaluate success or lack of it, in
schools.

"Every high school has the same
components, but some are more suc-
cessful than others. In this presenta-
tion, I will tie in all our programs that
have been successful with in SPHS to
validate the mission statement of the
school. This will be my show and glow.
I will compare the statistics of 10 years
and 20 years between our attendance,
tardy and discipline rates. Ten years
ago we averaged 42% of kids getting
B's or better and 58% getting C's or
better. In June of'07,92% of the stu-
dents had a GPS of 2.0 or higher. We
used to have 68% of kids going to
college, now it's closer to 90%.

"We found the more students we
can get involved in school activities-
athletic, fine arts programs and vol-
unteer efforts [with senior citizens, se-
nior project and others], the more the

students take ownership and change
the culture of the school," said Dr.
May.

Dr. May first learned of the NASA
summer workshop program for ad-
ministrators from Kevin Hajduk, who
had attended a workshop for teachers
four years ago. For the past three sum-
mers other teachers have also attended
the workshops including Janet Don-
nelly, Gerry Heim, Gene Kern, Tiffany
Lacey, Patty Porzio and Angela Rai-
mondi.

Service in 2007, and Sergeant Batshaw
was presented with the Captains
Award for Outstanding Service in
2007. EMT Hackett was recognized
with an Outstanding Service Award
for going above and beyond as a mem-
ber of the Rescue Squad. Hackett will
also serve as the squad historian for
2008.

The night was filled with food,
music and plenty of dancing to bring
in the new year. The Rescue Squad
will be hosting their annual comedy
night fundraiser at the Stress Factory
in New Brunswick on Sunday, April
6. Tickets are $35, and can be pur-
chased by contacting the South Plain-
field Volunteer Rescue Squad at (908)
754-2343. The evening will include
dinner before the show, a hilarious set
by Stress Factory owner and friend of
the South Plainfield Rescue Squad
Vinnie Brand, as well as an additional
set by a surprise comic. Last year's
show was a great success and we plan
on an even better show this year. The
members of the Volunteer Rescue
Squad would like to share their deep
appreciation and thanks to all their
supporters.

Anyone-interested in volunteering
with the Rescue Squad in either an
operational or administrative position
can contact the squad at (908) 754-
2343, or visit our membership page
at www.southplainfieldnj .com/rescue_
squad/join.htm.

Whatever ails you
We can help!

»:•:•

Ankle Foot

1st Time Customers receive $5

off on a Lube, Oil, and Filter

Service or $20 off any service

over $100.00

Come in and let us show
you the personal service

we've been known for
since 1989.

Physical Therapy Center
of South Piainfield

(908) 668-1951
1110 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield ' Theresa L Conte

Theresa L. Conte P. T. Physical Therapist YOQA03557

Orthopedic Rehabilitation • TMJ • Back & Neck Pain
Most Insurance Plans Welcome • Most HMO's I PPO's Accepted • Medicare Approved

SERVING UNION AND MIDDLESEX COUNTIES FOR OVER 15 YEARS

www.PhysicalTherapyCenters.com
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Students Sought for Youth Conservation Corps
Applications are now being ac-

cepted for the Middlesex County
Youth Conservation Corps, whose
mission is "to protect and preserve
natural areas from misuse, polluters
and the forces of nature" at the more
than 6,000 acres of open space owned
and maintained by Middlesex County.

Conservation Corps crew members
earn $8.50 per hour and will work
Saturdays from March 29 to June 14.
Work will primarily take place at
county open spaces in Old Bridge,
Monroe and South Brunswick. Stu-
dents age 16 and over are encouraged
to apply.

• Activities include trail building, lit-
ter dean-up invasive species removal
and wildlife habitat improvements.
Applicants should be enthusiastic, self-
motivated and willing to work and
learn as a part of a team. Also, appli-
cants must have the capacity to walk
several miles and stand for extended
periods of time, willingness to get dirty
and work outdoors in various weather
conditions and the ability to use vari-
ous hand tools.

Space is limited. Interested appli-
cants should send a cover letter and
application for employment to Rick
Lear, Middlesex County Department
of Parks and Recreation, PO. Box 661,
New Brunswick, N.J. 08903. Appli-
cations can be downloaded at www.co.
middlesex.nj.us/personnel/index.asp.
The deadline is February 20.

For more information or to obtain
a complete job description and appli-
cation, call (732) 745-5988.

D'Crime Siaii

ecember
uth Plainfield Police crime
s for December 2007 are:
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de :.. 0
xual Assault 0
y 2
;sault 1
y .;. 7

.....35
eft ';i 3
Assault '.... 12

0
-/Counterfeit ; 1

5
iement 0.

..0
12

. .4

. .0
,. 1
. .4
, . 0
... 0
, .9

0

..0

..2

..0
30

's 2
....;.. 130

1,713
id:and lost property ha-
;iijg adults, assists, gen-
scjUad cail, etc.

New Cell Phone Use Law
Takes Effect March 1

The state of New Jersey has just
made driving while using a cell phone
a primary offense begining on March
1. This means that a police officer can
pull you over solely because you were
talking on the phone. This also in-
cludes text messaging.

A conviction (or guilty plea) to this
offense will be considered as a convic-
tion/plea for "unsafe driving." While
this is a no-point violation, it carries a
$250 surcharge meaning the ticket can
cost anywhere from $380 to $439 for
a first offense.

Also, note that this first use of "un-
safe driving" has a secondary effect.

When you get a speeding ticket or
some other moving violation and go
to court to try and get it reduced, the
prosecutor may offer a no-point re-
duction to the unsafe driving provi-
sion. However, if you were previously
accused on a cell phone charge, your
no-point fine will now cost well over
$500. And, once you use this provi-
sion for the second time, you must
wait five years before you use it again.
This means that if you burn a no-point
reduction on a cell phone, you will be
facing the likelihood of full points on
all tickets you get in the five year wait-
ing period.

WHAT'S GOING ON IN MY TOWN

FROM A BUSY BUSY MOM

School will be closed on Monday,
Jan. 21 in honor of Martin Luther
King Jr., Day.

The South Plainfield Education
Foundation will host a wine and
cheese tasting party tentatively set for
Friday, March 14 at the South Plain-
field Italian/American Club.

The Middle School PTO is having
a blood drive on Tuesday, Feb. 12 from
3 to 8 p.m. at the school. The Febru-
ary PTO meeting will also be held the
same evening at 7 p.m. For more in-
formation, please contact Co-Presi-
dents Debbie Boyle or Linda Didario
at (908) 791-9439.

The high school exam review will
be from Tuesday, Jan. 22 through
Thursday, Jan. 24. Exams will be held
Friday, Jan. 25 through Wednesday,
Jan. 30.

Roosevelt School's Multicultural
Day will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tues-
day, Jan. 29.

Grant School DARE graduation
will be held on Thursday, Jan. 24 at
8:45 a.m.

Applications for residents wishing
to run for a seat on the BOE are avail-
able in the business office in the ad-
ministration building on Jackson Ave.
The filing deadline is Friday, Feb. 25.

2007-08
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Zachary Prehn Named JuniorJournalist!
Zachary Prehn, Roosevelt School

third grader, is this week's winner in
the Hometown Heros-South Plain-
field Observer sponsored 2007-08 Jun-
ior Journalist Contest with his poem,
"Winter."

Zachary will be the recipient of a
dinner for his family courtesy of
Hometown Heros. He will also re-
ceive a t-shirt. At the end of the school
year, he will be honored at a banquet,
along with all the contest winners.

Open to all school-aged children
in South Plainfield, The Junior Jour-
nalist Contest is a weekly program
promoting the art of writing.

Students can submit their original
poetry, articles, opinion pieces or es-
says to their English teachers, who
will submit them to the Observer.

If you have any questions, call the
Observer at (908) 668-0010, stop by

Junior Journalist winner Zachary
Prehn with third grade teacher
Michael Bertram.

Hometown Heros, located at 340
Hamilton Blvd. or call them at (908)
755-4376.

Winter
By Zachary Prehn

Winter is my favorite season,

for one reason,

if s cold fun!

In the snow

you can make snowballs.

Hit them with a bat,

CRACK!

Go back inside through

thehall, '

to the kitchen,

and slurp down « j

a mug of

hot chocolate.
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Yes5 I home delivery.
Follow the ups and downs of
the borough in the Observer,
an independent newspaper
for South Plainfield. Send
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$25/one year (out-of-town-
$30) to: South Plainfield
Observer, 1110 Hamilton
Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080.
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SPHS BOWLING Submitted by Ralph Fech

Pryor (610), Yon, Kukuch
Qualify for GMC Finals

More than 350 bowlers filed into
Carolier Lanes for the GMC Indi-
vidual Tournament Qualifying
Round, each with their own distinct
motivation, but all the same goal of
becoming the 2008 champion. The
ultimate winners will be decided next
week after the qualifiers will again
bowl three games before the top five
cumulative scorers will enter a step-
ladder final.

Congratulations to Jeff Pryor, Katie

Yon and Jackie Kukuch as they were
the only Tigers who qualified in the
highly competitive event. -

Senior Katie Yon fired games of
182-170 for a 500 set. Teammate
Jackie Kukuch posted 192-166-493
set.

Senior Jeff Pryor stroked games of
192-161 andabooming257gamefor
a 610 total to capture the last qualify-
ing position.

Congratulations bowlers.

Tiger Bowlers (3042), Dandola
(706) Earn Hard Fought Tie

2
2

SPHS
Carteret

1110
879

970
973

962—3042
973—2825

The boys bowling team rolled its
high series of the season, but a scrappy
Carteret squad fought back and sal-
vaged a tie.

The Tigers' Mike Dandola fired

games of 266 and 258 enroute to an
eyepopping 706 set. Chris Esposito
zoned in with 207-204-245 for a big
656. Jeff Pryor chipped in with a 204
game.

Lady Tigers Upended by
#2 State Ranked Carteret

0
4

SPHS
Carteret

752
910

786
939

785—2323
953—2802

Katie Yon bowled games of 181 and
190 on her way to a solid 524 set but
the Lady Tigers were no match for

State Champion Carteret.
Gina Curcio chipped in with a 170

game.

Tigers Scorch the Lanes in
Winter Classic XXVII

The Central Jersey Winter Bowling
Classic was held last weekend at
Carolier Lanes with the Tiger Bowlers
turning in a red-hot performance in a
field of 76 teams that featured 20 of
the state's top tanked teams.

SPHS 1039-956-1010—3005

The boys bowling team posted a
10th place finish as they broke the
3,000 pin barrier. Chris Esposito led
the solid team effort crushing the
pocket for a 681 high set on games of
212-223-246. Teammate Mike Dan-
dola was close behind with games of

232-223-206 for a 661 set. Other high
scores were turned in by Ryan Pauls
253, Jeff Pryor 235 and Tim Moskal
207. Eric Haas 300 game led Brick
Memorial to the championship.

SPHS 882-840-845—2567
Katie Yon's 224, third high game

in the tournament, coupled with 204
and 171 for a 619 total, led the girls
to a 12th place finish. Jackie Kukuch
added a 193-200 and Kelly Pauls a 206
game. Howell won the title while
GMC rivals Carteret and Woodbridge
finished third and sixth respectively.

More Than A £\£\

South Plainfield Police 4 |
Local 100 held its 13th annual
golf tournameat under sunny
skies at the Coneordia Golf Club!
in Monroe in October. The golf
outing helps the PB A raise money
and allows them to support many
worthwhile causes, including: pro-
viding for sick and injured :poliee
officers, sponsoring youth sports
teams, the Spea, t les and
scholarships for cats.

This year V: : ^trended by
over 1( - _ lie generous
donatk. ' is local busi-
nesses; aiicj :jj|iiividuals raised many
•.,.:::.:':.:. is.: f dollars. The golfers en-
joyed a full day of fan at the course,
which started with a shotgun start
at 8 a.m. All golfers had a chance
;:: die fourth hole to win a nev. cai
courtesy of Flemington Buick
• GlelfoteE. Poatiac' GMG, &i.. 202| I
31 in i? t ~:r - real? ast <md
lunch were tfered at the course and:

golfers competed for many prizes
and awards during the day.

The day concluded with an
awards banquet in the Crystal
Room at The Polish Home. The
golfers enjoyed a full buffet and
open bar.

and Sals Spirit Shoppe for theu L \-
tremely generous donations. Each
were presented uith special appre-
ciation plaques. The day ' ~ :li k ,1
with the raffling of a frc;:,,;. .1 in -
graphed photograph •'
great Mariano Riva a i ir V.
kees playoff tickets i mrr •,,:
(Ihvsanth of VTA. Designs.

The follov
phies H O I
Teamc • - ;
aJta, 0 ' ' ill;; d
Mike wSik y.Lex gest C i .--„ . ,
Farkas, 2ND yards; Straightest
Dr v4-& igshsyre ._ ihaij
sis inches: .Hid Closest to the Pin-
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Pcnytail Softball
Eatters Box

By Nancy McMahon

Hope you all had a wonderful
start to 2008. We hope you enjoyed
your "time with family and friends
during the holidays.

Just a reminder to mark your cal-
endars. The Parents' Ponytail Asso-
ciation meetings are held the fourth
Tuesday of each month. The next
meeting is Tuesday, Jan. 22 and be-
gins at 7:30 p.m. at the PAL build-
ing. We will be discussing improve-
ments to Pitt Field, continuous main-
tenance on the fields, brand new com-
mittees, coaches for traveling All-
Stars and other topics of interest.

We will also be recognizing new

leadership within the association and
commending/thanking the previous
leaders for all their hard work and
dedication they have put forth in this
association. We hope they will stay on
as members and continue to support
the Ponytail Association.

We continue to encourage new
members and fresh ideas. You can
make a difference! We hope to see you
all there! Remember to visit our Web
site at www.spponytail.com.

Play Ball!

By Gary Lampasona

JUNIOR
BASEBALL
CLUB NOTES

Happy new year from the South
Plainfield Junior Baseball Club
(SPJBC.) We still await the first snow-
fall, but spring is not that far away.

Believe it or not, it's a busy time
for the SPJBC in preparing for the up-
coming spring season. The final reg-
istration is complete and there are only
a few openings. It's not too late if your
child wants to play baseball this spring.
Please call the clubhouse at (908) 754-
2090 for more information.

To answer a frequently asked ques-
tion: If your child has played a year of
teener ball and their eighth birthday
is before Oct. 1, 2008, they are eli-
gible to play this spring.

Managerial and snack stand captain
openings are still available. Managers
must sign up with an assistant coach.

It won't be long before we unpack
the equipment, open up the fields and
hear the sounds of "play ball!" We're
looking forward to another fun-filled
year. Parent participation can also
make a big difference in a successful
season.

Join us for our general monthly
meetings at 7:30 p.m. on the first
Monday of each month. Visit our Web
site at www.leaguelineup.com/spjbc
for more details.

ATTENTION SPHS
ATHLETIC

COACHES... Got results?
We'd like to share them with our read-
ers. Call the editor at 908-668-0010

LEGAL NOTICES

Free Basketball Clinics Nightly at TBSA
As part of our continuing effort to

educate children in the sport of bas-
ketball TBSA is offering free basket-
ball clinics. These informative "hands-
on" clinics are held Monday through
Thursday nights for ages 10 through
15 as part of the $10 open gym fee
from 6 to 8 p.m. Anyone who enters
the facility and takes part in the $10
open gym session on these nights can
shoot from 6 to 7 p.m. and are wel-
come to participate in our 7 to 8 p.m.

clinics at no charge. There is also a one
hour clinic included as part of their
$10 Sunday open gym session, noon
to 2 p.m. Open shooting is noon to 1
p.m. The clinic is from 1 to 2 p.m.

For younger children who want to
learn and play basketball, there are clin-
ics Sunday mornings for ages five to
nine from 11 to noon. The instruc-
tion is free when children participate
in the Sunday morning $10 open gym.

As a reminder, regular open gym

play is available in two hour incre-
ments every day for just $10. And,
don't forget... Fantastic Fridays is an
extended four hours of open gym play!
TBSA is extremely family and parent
friendly! Where else can your children
go and be supervised and enjoy healthy
athletic or recreation play for an ex-
tended length of time at such an inex-
pensive cost? .

For information, call (732) 650-
1224 or visit www.tbsanj.com.

The AREA'S only 8:00 a.m to 6:00 p.m....Boys & Girls...Ages 6 -13

ALL DAY SUMMER CAMP
All Sports and Recreation

Wiffle Ball, Basketball, Football, Soccer, Kick Ball, Dodge Ball, Volleyball, etc.

Clean and Friendly Facility & Great Supervision
$100 Non-Refundable Deposit by February 28

guarantees last years price of $150
Payment is Due April 30, 2008! Price goes up March 1, 2008

STOP BY AND SEE OUR FACILITY ANYTIME!

till;
SPORTS ACADEMY

76 Carter Drive, Edison 08817

www.tbsanj.com
732-650-1224

mike24@tbsanj.com

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

January 11, 2008-Publio Notice is hereby given that
the following action was taken by the South Plainfield
Board of Adjustment at its meeting held on January
10,2008.

A. Case #61-05/S/U-Scott Delvecchio. Block 535; Lot
10.01; 2801 Hamilton Boulevard. The applicant's
request for the expansion of a use variance to permit
limited retail sales was hereby GRANTED subject to
additional voluntary conditions.

B. Case #33-07-Fox and Foxx Real Estate. Block 188;
Lot 49; 2449 Plainfield Avenue. The applicant's request
for a use variance, lot width variance, minor sub
division approval and preliminary and final site plan
approval was hereby GRANTED subject to additional
voluntary conditions.

C. Case #43-07/Use-The Tabernacle. Block 308; Lot
14; 1253 New Market Avenue. The applicant's request
for a conditional use variance and amended site plan
approval was hereby GRANTED subject to additional
voluntary conditions.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre
Secretary- Zoning Board of Adjustment

$34.20 January 18,2008

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

January 9, 2008-Public Notice is hereby given that
the following action was taken by the South Plainfield
Planning Board at its meeting held on January 8,2008.

A. Case #07-01/M~DennisKorkowski. Block 427; Lot
4.02; 171 New York Avenue. The applicant's request
that this application be dismissed without prejudice
was hereby GRANTED.

B. Case #710/Site/Sub/V-3500 Hadley Road, LLC.
Block 528.01; Lot 46.06 and 46.08. The applicant's
request for (2) waivers as well as preliminary and final
site plan approval was hereby GRANTED subject to
additional voluntary conditions.

Respectfully submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre
Recording Secretary-Planning Board

$25.00 January 18,2008

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the South Plainfield
Planning Board, at its January 8,2008 public meeting,
adopted a resolution granting the undersigned the
relief described below in connection with the construc-
tion of an industrial building containing approximately
219,065 square feet, with associated parking and
loading facilities, on property located at 3500 Hadley
Road and identified as Lots 46.06,46.07, and 46.08 in
Block 528.01 on the Tax Maps of the Borough of South
Plainfield (the "Premises"). The Premises is located
in the M-2 Zone, and industrial uses are permitted.
The relief granted is as follows:

1. Preliminary and final major site plan approval.

2. Waivers to allow banking of approximately 316 of
the required on-site parking spaces, and from the
submission requirement of an environmental impact
statement.

Copies of the resolution, application, plans and other
supporting documents are on file in the office of the
South Plainfield Planning Board at Borough Hall, 2480
Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, New Jersey, 07080
and are available there for inspection Monday through
Friday during normal business hours.

3500 Hadley Road, LLC
160 Raritan Center Parkway - Unit 20
Edison, New Jersey 08810-7808

$53.00 January 18,2008

scribe,
668-0010
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Diegnan Proposes Tax Credit
For Frequent Toll Road Users

Assemblyman Patrick J. Diegnan,
Jr., has announced plans to introduce
legislation this month to provide com-
muters with an income tax credit to
help mitigate the effect of future toll
increases.

Diegnan (D-Middlesex) said his bill
would provide a direct credit to resi-
dents on their state income taxes equal
to the amount of annual toll payments
made in excess of $100 over any in-
crease which may take effect.

"T£ tolls are to be increased, New
Jerseyans who drive the Turnpike,
Parkway, or Atlantic City Expressway
to-and-from work daily should be pro-
tected," said Diegnan. "We must work
to minimize the impact of higher tolls
on everyday commuters."

The credit would not be available
to commuters who receive reimburse-
ment for tolls from their employer or
who can claim tolls as a business de-
duction on their federal tax returns.

Assemblyman Diegnan said his plan
is one way Gov. Corzine could ensure
regular commuters are not unduly im-

pacted by future toll increases. At a
town hall meeting in Livingston on
Saturday, the governor likened com-
muters to frequent airline fliers and
told the audience his plan would in-
clude discounts for regular users of the
state's toll roads.

"Governor Corzine has produced a
bold plan for helping New Jersey
climb out of debt, but now we must
review it from every angle to ensure it
could be enacted equitably and effi-
ciently," said Diegnan. "Freezing state
spending and increasing accountabil-
ity are essential elements of the plan
which all residents should support.
However, we need to spend the time
necessary to closely examine the
governor's toll road plan and propose
ways to help commuters. A tax deduc-
tion should be part of that discussion."

. Diegnan said he hopes to have his
bill ready for introduction by the time
the assembly convenes for its first com-
mittee meetings of the new legislative
session, currently scheduled for Thurs-
day, Jan. 24.

Allstate Insurance Sponsoring
\bung Writers Contest

Allstate New Jersey Insurance Com-
pany encourages Garden State high
school students to share their voice by
participating in its Black History
Month Young Writers Contest.

Every young person has opinions
about the world they live in-what they
love about it, what they loathe about
it, and what they hope to change.
Allstate New Jersey Insurance Com-
pany (ANJ) is giving Garden State
teens the opportunity to share their
vojce._ and their vision to positively
impact the communities in which they
live.

For me sixth consecutive year, ANJ
is sponsoring its Black History Month
Young Writers Contest. The theme of
this year's contest is "Dear New Jer-
sey Leader..."

From now until the contest dead-
line, Saturday, Jan. 26, entrants will
have the chance to address a local or

Please patronize
our advertisers when

you are able...
they allow us to

bring you the news!

state leader and share their thoughts
on issues such as tolerance, safe and
vital communities, and economic em-
powerment. Through the Writers
Contest, high school students will be
able to creatively express their concerns
on the issues facing their communi-
ties and share their suggestions with
New Jersey's leadership on how they
would enact change.

A total of $ 10,000 in prizes to high
schools and students is being offered
in this year's contest: first prize is
$3,500 for a 529 College Savings
Plan; second prize is $2,000 for a 529
College Savings Plan; third prize is
$1,000 for a 529 College Savings Plan
and fourth through eighth prizes is a
$100 U.S. Savings Bond.

The first prize winner's high school
will receive $2,000 toward educational
programs that promote The Allstate
Foundation focus area of safe and vi-
tal communities. The second and third
place winners' school will also receive
$500.

ANJ has sponsored the contest for
the last five years to offer urban youth
and young people an opportunity to
express themselves through creative
writing. Winners will be announced
during Black History Month in Feb-
ruary 2008.

For more information on the con-
test, contact: ANJEssay@allstate.com.

Hillside Cemetery
Regarded as one of the most beautiful cemeteries in the East

Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

www.hillsidecemetery.com .
It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

'An Independent, Family Owned
& Operated Funeral Home"

(908) 561-8000
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

PREARANGEMENTS9S/S MEDICAID PROTECTION •CREMATION SERVICES
James A. Gustafson, Pres./Mgr. • N.J. Lie. No. 4205

Richard W. McCriskin II, Vice-Pres./Dir. • N.J. Lie. No. 4564

Richard W. McCriskin, Dir. • NJ. Lie. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, Dir. • NJ. Lie. No. 3382

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com IS SH

YolandaS.Maglione,82
Yolanda S. Maglione died on Wed-

nesday, Jan. 9 at the Berkeley Heights
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.

Born in Paris, France, she came to
the United States in 1953, living in
Jersey City before settling in South
Plainfield. "

Mrs. Maglione had been employed
by Universal Transport of Middlesex,
working in the accounting depart-
ment. In addition, she is a former
member of Sacred Heart RC Church
in South Plainfield.

She was predeased by her husband,
Vincent, who died in 1982.

She is survived by two children, Jim
Maglione and wife Pat of Pittstown
and Loretta Hansen and husband
Donald of Flower Mound, Texas. She
is also survived by four grandsons,
Vincent and Michael Maglione and
Donald and Mark Hansen.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

Fred Bianculli, 90
Fred Bianculli of South Conventry

Twp., Pa. passed away peacefully at his
residence surrounded by his loving
family on Thursday, Jan. 10.

Bom in Brooklyn on August 2,
1917, he was a lifelong resident of
South Plainfield.

Mr, Bianculli was a veteran of World
Warn, serving in the 1513th Engineer
Water Supply Company in Northern
Africa and Italy. He was employed by
the Borough -of South Plainfield as
foreman of the Public Works Depart-
ment for 32 years before retiring in
1979.

After retirement, Fred and wife Vir-
ginia enjoyed winters in Florida. Fred
was an avid sportsman, excelling at ev-
erything from baseball, bowling,
horseshoes, tennis and hunting to
shuffleboard, but his passion was golf.

He is survived by his wife of 57
years, Virginia; a daughter, Cynthia
Beckler; a son-in-law, Raymond and
grandsons, Andrew and Kyle, all of
Pottstown, Pa.

Funeral services were held at The
South Plainfield James W Conroy
Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly
requests that memorial contributions
be made in Mr. Bianculli's name to the
American Diabetes Association, PO.
Box 11454, Alexandria, Va. 22312 or
the charity of your choice.

(Pftituwaet

Nick Bruno, 77
Nicholas J. Bruno died suddenly on

Friday, Jan. 11 at his home.
Born in Scotch Plains, Nick had

been a resident of South Plainfield for
the past 45 years.

A veteran of the United States
Army, Nick served during the Korean
Conflict before being honorably dis-
charged.

Initially employed as a salesman, he
later owned and operated the former
Lakeside Tavern in South Plainfield.

Surviving is his wife, Joanne; two
sons, David and Michael and a daugh-.
ter, Sharon. Also surviving are three
brothers, Sam, Michael and Joseph
and two grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to a charity of
one's choice.

Robert A. Siuhldrehei41
Robert A. Stuhldreher of South

Plainfield passed away at home on
Saturday, Jan. 12.

He was born in Plainfield and was
a resident of South Plainfield most of
his life.

Robert was predeceased by his
brother, Dennis Stuhldreher.

He is survived by his parents, Harry
and Joyce Stuhldreher of South Plain-
field; three daughters, Ashley, Hope
and Nicole; a son Robert; a brother,
William Stuhldreher of Bath, Pa. and
two sisters, Karen Cortese of
Whitehouse Station and Patricia Yulick
of Piscataway.

Funeral services were held at The
South Plainfield James W Conroy
Funeral Home.

Frank F. Franchak, 76
Frank F. Franchak died on Monday,

Jan. 14 at home.
Born in Perth Amboy, Mr. Franchak

grew up in the Woodbridge area. He
lived in Philadelphia where he received
his B.S. from the Philadelphia College
of Pharmacy and Science graduating
in 1959. After graduation Frank
moved to South Plainfield where he
resided for the past 49 years.

For nearly 30 years Frank worked
as a pharmacist for the Schering
Plough Corp. in Kenilworth. He was

a member of the South Plainfield
Knights of Columbus Council
#6203. He also served with the U.S.
Army during the Korean Conflict.

Mr. Franchak enjoyed fishing, crab-
bing and playing golf.

Surviving is his wife, Marie (Sut-
ter); two daughters, Beth Gallant and
husband Raymond of South Pkinfield
and Judy Franchak and husband Tom
Lokos of Piscataway; a son, David and
wife Elvira of South Plainfield; eight
grandchildren, Matthew, Melissa and
Jake Gallant, Ashley, Zach and Luke
Franchak and Craig and Kim Kulick;
a great grandson Ryan; a brother; two
sisters; a sister in-law and husband
Georgean and Ted Pichalski of Edison
and two brothers-in-law, John Sutter
of Mt. Laurel and Ricky Sutter of Ari-
zona. Also surviving are many nieces
and nephews.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the PSE&G Children's Spe-
cialized Hospital Foundation, 150
New Providence Rd., Mountainside,
N.J. 07092.

Florence M. Tietz, 78
Florence M. Tietz died on Friday,

Jan. 11 at Arista Care at Cedar Oaks
in South Plainfield.

Born in West Berlin, Flo was one
of 11 children born to Emma and John
Zulker. She resided in the Central Jer-
sey area, including Fanwood, Scotch
Plains and Piscataway before entering
the care center.

She was the owner and operator of
the former Flo's Snack Bar in the Blue
Star Shopping Center urWatchung.

Her husband, Charles, died in
,1981. .

Surviving are two daughters, Janice
Kenvin of Freeland, Pa. and Norma
Jean Gildea of Piscataway.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin-Gustafson Home For Funerals.

METOWNHEROS

We will send to any
home a beautifully
arranged and wrapped
Assorted Sandwich Tray
with two of our homemade
salads-Any Day-Any Time.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE... www.spobserver.com
Updated every Thursday... Classifieds, Events, Sports, Obituaries & More

"̂ fou'd rather use
South PlainfielcL.trust me'.'

Frank Rainear
Local Owner/Manager

Ready to help you with your
prearrangement questions.

You may not know that funeral prearrangements
are transferrable. Frank Rainear can help you

move your prearrangement to South Plainfield
Funeral Home without any additional cost.

0UTH PLAINFIELD
FUNERAL HOME

2456 Plainfield Ave. • South Plainfield, NJ 07080
(908) 756-2800

www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com
Franklin H. Rainear, Jr., Manager, NJ. lie. No. 4543

Tamara L. Hawbaker, Director NJ. lie. No. 4577
Glenn J. Scarponi, Director, NJ. lie. No 4411

All facilities are handicapped accessible.
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Council Approves Tax Increase
(Continuedfrom fage 1)
are many seniors in South Plainfield
on fixed incomes who will feel the
$100 increase is a lot.

Council President Rob Bengivenga
commented that if the council doesn't
raise taxes this year, next year's deficit
will be even larger and could mean a
20-point tax increase and layoffs.

Butrico countered that each year he
has been on the council there was al-
ways some unexpected expense that
needed to be addressed, but the coun-
cil always found a way to avoid rais-
ing taxes. He asked the council again
to table the amended budget until the

borough attorney had time to study
the land sale contracts and report back
to the council. He added that the bor-
ough could mail out an estimated tax
bill and amend it later.

Joann Graf asked the council to try
to work together to find a middle
ground on the tax increase and put
blame and politics aside.

Jack Pedersen suggested that the
council only increase the budget to
cover the tax appeals, saying the land
sale money will come through since
the buyers signed a contract. He also
stated that this was a perfect time for
council members to find a compro-

DON'T THINK
ADVERTISING WORKS?
Just ask any one of our Business & Professional

advertisers, and they'll tell you differently.
To get results, you've got to advertise consistently.

Call the Otamr i t 908-668-0010 to start jittiij ratiltt for your bisiius.

mise. "It's not about who's right, but
what's right," Pedersen said.

When it came time to vote on the
mayor's suggestion to hold off on the
tax increase until the February meet-
ing, the council voted along party lines
and rejected his suggestion. The coun-
cil then proceeded to introduce the
amended budget, which included the
$100 tax increase. The amendment
was approved by a 4-2 vote, also along
party lines.

"I am extremely disappointed with
the Republican Majority for passing
this amendment to raise taxes. Clearly,
this was a partisan decision with little
regard for the taxpayers in South
Plainfield. In my opinion, this was a
rash decision and should have been
further reviewed and could have been
averted by implementing some of the
suggestions I offered. There would
have been no impact in delaying this
decision a couple of weeks until fur-
ther research could be done, but in-
stead, the Republican councilmen felt
it was no big deal to raise taxes," said
Butrico.

A public hearing on the budget
will be held on Tuesday, Jan. 22 at 7
p.m. at next week's council meeting.
The public will be able to give their
input on this matter before a final
vote is taken.

report
• On January 8 Oscar Angulo-

Gutierrez, 22, of North Plainfield
was arrested for no insurance, ficti-
tious plates and two outstanding
warrants.

• Jose Medina, 38, of Plainfield
was arrested for driving an unregis-
tered vehicle and an outstanding
warrant.

• On January 9, William A. Ka-
leta, 52, of Piscataway was arrested
for possession of a controlled sub-
stance and driving with an unsafe
load in the trunk of a vehicle.

• Michael A. Berardinelli, 26, of
Kenilworth was arrested for driving
while intoxicated and careless driv-
ing.

• Victor Hernandez, 20, of
North Brunswick was arrested for
hindering apprehension.

• Srikumar Nangavaram Laksh-
minaray Anan, 38, of Edison was
arrested for driving while intoxi-
cated, refusal to submit to a breath
test, careless driving, no insurance
and failure to exhibit documents.

• A Grant Avenue resident re-
ported that their vehicle had been
entered and rummaged through. A
small amount of change may have
been taken.

• A Kissam Court resident re-
ported that the passenger side door

handle of their vehicle had been
damaged, possibly by a screw driver.
No entry was gained

• A Pershing Place resident re-
ported that their unlocked vehicle
had been entered and was rum-
maged through. Nothing was taken.

• A Greenwich Street resident re-
ported that their unlocked vehicle
had been entered and a gasoline
credit card was taken.

• On January 10 Gbolahan
Sonariowo, 20,"of New Brunswick
was arrested for no license and two
outstanding warrants.

• Solomon J. Jones, 29, of Pis-
cataway was arrested for driving on
a suspended license and two out-
standing warrants.

• A Fairmount Avenue resident
reported that their windshield had
been struck by an unknown object
and shattered while driving on
Lakeview Avenue.

• A Barnosky Court resident re-
ported that their front windshield
was broken and there was evidence
of fireworks residue on the vehicle
that had been parked on Tompkins
Avenue.

• On January 13 an East Golf
Avenue resident reported that the
front porch of their home had been
egged.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/!

AUTO BODY

Comity 0*tmed
& 0f2&tcUet&
Since 1962

AUTO BODY
Expert Color Matching!
24HourTowing
Lifetime Repair Warranty
Lie. No. 00992A

908-757-1933

3330 Park Ave.. South Plainfield

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lie. #02313A

210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

New Jersey 07080

908-757-5100
Fax:908-757-3105

GENERAL CONTRACTORS GUITAR LESSONS

Downes Contraction
GENERAL CONTRACTING

Additions

Cultured Stone«Pavers

B lock • B rick • Concrete

Tile* Kitchens* Baths

Fully
InsuredCall Mike

( 9 0 8 ) 7 5 6 - 7 2 3 3 Free Estimates

: GUITAR
: LESSONS
I Beginner to Advanced
1908-822-9702
• SOUTH PLAINFIELD

• All Styles

" Kenny Campbell
• • • • • • • •

• wwwLkennymusician.com

PAINTING &
DECORATING LLC

Interior Painting, Crown Moldings
& Architectural Millwork

W (908)251-1814

(908) <:

755-5300 ,'
Ext. 302 ;

(908)

Moretti Realty 578-1166 =
Experience Isn't Expensive,

It's Priceless.

THE LACERDA TEAM
Andrea Lacerda, Jesse Lacerda

Sue Espin, Michele Leavy

The Lacerda Team
Century 21 Moretti Realty

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 South Plainfield's Premier Real Estate Team

CARPETING

Carpet • Area Rugs • Tile • Hardwood • Laminate • Linoleum | 1 Concerned About Computer
\ Virus Protection? Home Security?

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

Commercial and Residental
"Wall to "Wail, Sam Lays it Aft!

Smm t&e Cafmt "M»m -

MY WAY CARPET
".•-'. ,. i

Fax: 908-756-4040 119 Hamilton Blvd. mywaycarpet.com
South Plainfield, NJ 07080 mywaycarpet@msn.com

Repairs • Restretching • Binding • Custom Tile • Sanding and Refinishing

HANDYMAN SERVICES

ST Computers
908-769-0709
• New Computers/Upgrades
• Hardware/Software Installations
• In Home Service
• Website Development

Cell: 732-423-3504
Visit us at www.stcomputers.org

HEALTH/NUTRITION

HOMEREPAIR
SERVICES

Interior & Exterior Repairs
Gutters Cleaned •Power Washing

Snow Plowing

Just to Name a Few of Our Services

No Job Too Small
Free Estimates

Call 908-296-2344

MONA-VI1

I SERVICES
NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL

Providing All of Your
Home Improvement Needs

Call Tom (908) 222-8247
or Jim (908) 208-0431

fjff\ Call Today for Your
Free Estimate

Do you want to look younger
and feelgeat everyday?

Are you interested in having more energy, sleeping better,
reducing muscle & joint pain or possibly lowering your blood
pressure & cholesterol? If so, MonaVie is the juice for voul
An all natural," nutritional juice beverage that
delivers the phytonutrients and anrioxidonts you
need to maintain a healthy ond energized lifestyle
Call Kristine at (908) 397-7623
MonaVie, Independent Distributor
kjsgio@comcast.net

Drink it Feel it Sham it

<
DiFRANCESCO

PAVING * MASONRY

Driveways • Parking Lots 'Seal Coating • Steps • Walkways • Patios
RetainingWalls • Pavers 'Wallstone • Slate • 6/uestone • Excavating

Foundations • Block Work • Cultured Stone • Drainage • Waterproofing
• 3RD GENERATION IN BUSINESS I I

908-668-8434 f

Professional Plumbing
& Heating Inc.

(908)561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY
license #8741

\$&.. Prudential 1
Rose REALTORS®
Rose Marie Pelton

REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resident
- RirOver59Years

908-753-4450X302
Toll Free 800 370-2424

Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@att.net Rose Marie Pelton

' Prudential Rose REALTORS®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Pont Hidu A Mrte. Without He-!
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HELP WANTED

CDL-A Drivers
WE HAVE THE MILES!

REGIONAL & OTR POSITIONS
*Avg. $50,000 PLUS*
DRIVERS NEEDED!

Six months or more solo exp. needed
Late model equip & benefits

Teams may also apply
GAINEY TRANSPORTATION

Call 1-800-326-8889

NURSES/LPNs,RNs,CHHA-IMMEDIATE
opening. FfT, P/T, per diem. Retirees/new
nurses welcome. Will train for cases.
Mercer, Middlesex & other areas. (732)
246-8905.

HOME FURNISHINGS

MATTRESS-NEW QUEEN PILLOW
top sets, new in plastic with mfg. war-
ranty. Queen $165. (732) 259-6690.

BEDROOM-HB, DRESSER W/MTR-
ror & nite stand. New in box. Value
$1000, seU $395. Can deliver. (732) 259-
0016. _ _

MATTRESS - FULL SIZE NEW
ortho plush set still in plastic. Value $500,
sell $275. (732) 259-6690.

BEDROOM SET-6 PCS. BEAUTI-
ful cherry all wood w/sleigh bed. Value
$3000, sell $1300. Call (732) 259-0016.

CONTRACTORS SALE
Friday & Saturday, Jan. 18 & 19

1810 Park Ave, So. Plainfield,
11-5 or by appt. (732) 735-6391

Building materials, including toilets,
household items, furniture.

OFFICE FOR RENT

2 ROOM 312 S.F. SUITE AVAIL. IN THIS
restored 1920's classic adjoining the up
& coming historic downtown district with
private parking lot, handicap access
shared waiting rm, shared kit area, attic
storage & wireless Internet. Walk to post
office, drug store, farm market, hardware
store & eateries. Call (908) 812-5779.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

ATTN. HOME BUILDERS-26,900 SQ.
Ft. Prop for sale. Possible 3 lot SubDiv.
Asking $650K. Contact Steve at 732-420-
6724 or Judy atjedblaha@optonline.net.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

1BDR APT-2nd FLOOR, HEAT, HOT
water, disposal & parking inc. 1 yr. lease,
references req.lVimo. security. $900/mo.
Call (908) 599-3850.

3 BEDROOM APARTMENT $1450/MO.
Call (908) 922-2368. Owner is NJREA.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

1 BDR APT-ALL UTTLTnES. BASIC
cable & Internet inc. Wi mo. sec, non-
smoker, no pets. $1200/mo. 908-754-0267.

APARTMENT TO SHARE

SO. PLFD.-APT. TO SHARE, N/S,
dig. cable, w/d, all util. incl. $750/mo.
(908) 917-9788.

CLASSIFIED

$15/3 lines, $1 for each
additional line. Deadline:
Monday, 5 pm. Run an ad
four consecutive issues,
get a 10% discount.

Call 908-668-0010
or email your ad to:
spobserver@comcast.net.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/SEMVfCES

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/

Property Maintenance, l_LC

Landscape Design-Lawn Service
Snow Plowing »Top Soil

Dean-Ups»Mulch

# Guaranteed Service
# Exceptional Work
# Attention to detail
#100% reliability

Lalaria
Landsca
LANDSCAPING

t Chambers
Telephone: (90S) 917-1668

Fan; I
^i•'••"' • " ^ P M V K i

. GASTER LANDSCAP/W
Dependable Service

~Witn-a-Personal-Toucti
Fully I SPECIALIZING IN:

™™dj Brick Paver Walkways . , '.:
Brick Paver Patios & Driveways

Brick Paver Steps & Porches
Stone Walls & Retaining Walls

Complete Landscape Renovations
Installing Wood, Vinyl & Aluminum Fences

Installing Iron & Aluminum Railings
Constructing Decks

908-757-1657
JOHN GASTER

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS & WALKS

• LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
• HYDRO SEEDING & SOD

• MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
• VINYL FENCES & PONDS

• RETAINING WALLS .
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

- FREE ESTIMATES -

908-756-7272

Thinking of Renovating? Go
Local! Call one of these advertisers.

On Time Electrical
Contractor EC

"RpgiHpntial • TnHi igtriaT •

No Job Too Small

908-451-3313
OnCaU24hrs.
Fully Insured &

Bonded NJ
"BILL RITCHEY Lie #8854

FIHRMMEDIf;
Precision

Furniture Repairs
On-Site

Scratches • Gouges • Pet Damage
Wafer Marks -Burns

g
Wafer Marks -Burns

Structural Repairs • Broken Joints
Antique Restoration

Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACArrni?

NJ DCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lordina Builders
..«., 908-753-3*50
ADDITIONS • KITCHENS

BATHROOMS
Office Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES

Full Guarantee • Fully insured

Honest
CONTRACTOR

Seeondtevels • Additions* Kitchens

Windows* Siding* Decks

732381-6802
www.doveconst.com Over 35 Years Experience

BELTERRE
Construction LLC

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

New Homes'Additions
Renovations

Call 908-822-9807
FullyInsured-

Free Estimates

JIBE REMOVAL
WE TAKE

Any Item
Removed!

AJ.'S JUNK REMOVAL
(908) 229-4831

I^TTONE
MASONRY

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE

732-926-8686

•Steps/Porches

•Sidewalks

•Brickwork

•Brickpavers

•Patios

•Belgian Block Curbing

•Foundations

•Driveways

•French drains

•Chimneys

THE BODY YOU WANT
•Certified Personal Trainer-Personalized Programs

For All Ages • Weight Gain / Weight Loss
Sports Specific Training •Cardiovascular Training

AFPA Certified

Ask About Our Discounted Rate
Fully Insured For On & Off Site Training

Call for a Free Consultation
Gary Muccigrossi

908-754-8492

Charles L
Decker Jr.
SALES ASSOCIATE

Tim Curran
SALES ASSOCIATE

(908)756-3120

732-494-7677x345
Cell 908-244-3228McCarthy Contractors

Complete Pool Maintenance & Repair "
Pools-Ponds-Water Features

732-489-1516x378
Fax 732-469-1506 Cell
908-902-9406

TimSellsJersey.com

3 Amboy Avenue
CharlesDecker®
PruNewJersey.com

Metuchen, NJ 08840

Prepare to

Joseph DeSimone
Office: 732-381-1190 ext. 329

CeU: 908-229-9596'Fax: 732-381-1196
alltownerealty.com

67 Westfield Ave. • Clark, NJ 07066
429 Lake Ave. 'Colonia, NJ 07067

SALES AND
SERVICE Charles Decker Jr. Tim Curran

PrudentialValley Road
P.O. Box 305

20 Years Experience

Fully Licensed & Insured • SOUTH PLA1NFIELD

E3 joedesimone59@msn.oom

"Nobody knows
South Plainfield

like Joe Diegnan.

136 Talmadge Rd, Edison, HJ
1-800-899-5226 X-l 10J. I PENYA KLK Trucking for:Moretti Realty

ROOFING CO.Put your trust m a Realtor
who con j e f the most

money through
Evelyn

Sherwood
Broker-

Associate

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing

Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
908-753-4222

www.penyakroofing. com

Business:
(908)755-5300x315
Eves: (908) 756-9123

Email: DiegnanJ@moriettirealty.com Joseph Diegnan

Realtor-Associate 4 Liletime South Plainfield resident

NEW 2006 GMC W4500 CREW CAB-190
HP Diesel, Auto, Air, Power Locks & Win-
dows, AM/FM, 14,500 GVW, Grain Dump
Body... Last pre-emission in stock!!
4 YEAR WARRANTY-NO CHARGE.

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext 313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com 265 Ryan Street

South Plainfield
3571 KENNEDY ROAD

SO. P L A I N F I E L D , N J 0 7 0 8 02Z5 Maple Ave.. South Plalnflelfl, NJ 07080
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Sen. Barbara Buono Named Chair of
Senate Budget and Appropriations Panel

Sen. Barbara Buono will be chair
of the powerful Senate Budget and
Appropriations Committee.

"Senator Buono has the leadership
skills and the fiscal abilities needed for
this difficult assignment," said Sen.
Richard Codey. ' I also have confidence
that she will be able to resolve any con-
flicts that may arise throughout the
budget process."

" I am grateful to Senator Codey for
this expression of confidence," said
Sen. Buono. "It will be a challenging
budget year, but I believe we will move

forward and work together in a bipar-
tisan effort to deliver a fiscally sound
and responsible spending plan for the
coming year."

Sen. Buono said she also believes
that Gov. Corzine's approach to ex-
plaining his debt reduction and fiscal
restructuring proposal-with help from
former Republican Congressman Bob
Franks-will improve the likelihood
that "workable solutions" will evolve
to deal with the state's current fiscal
crisis.

"Jon Corzine is sending out the

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

MIDDLESEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION TO AMEND SFY 2008 LOCAL MUNICIPAL BUDGET

WHEREAS, the State Fiscal Year 2008 Budget was approved on the 7th day of August, 2007, and

WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as advertised, and

WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of South Plainfield,
County of Middlesex, that the following amendments to the approved State Fiscal Year 2008 Budget
be made:

Recorded Vote

(Insert last names)

Aye

(

(

(

(

(

(

Nays

(

(

(

(

' (

(

Abstained

Absent

CURRENT FUND BUDGET

From

Anticipated Revenues:
General Revenues:

3. Miscellaneous Revenues - Section F: Public and Private
Safe & Secure Grant
Senior Information Assistance
Municipal Alliance
Recycling Grant
DDEF
Benjamin Fund
Body Armor Grant
911 Grant

Total Miscellaneous Revenues - Section F

3. Miscellaneous Revenues - Section G: Other
Sales Contract Receivable
Reserve for Seif Insurance ' .
Fema Reimbursement
Reserve for Public Defender

Total Miscellaneous Revenues - Section G

Total Miscellaneous Revenues

5. Subtotal General Revenues

6. Amount to be Raised by Taxes:
(a) Local Tax for Municipal Purposes
Including Reserve for Uncoilected Taxes

7. Total General Revenues

Appropriations:
8. General Appropriations:
(A) Operations within "CAPS"
Celebrations & Events

Total Operations Within "CAPS"

Total Operations Include. Contingent Within "CAPS"

Detail:
Salaries and Wages
Other Expenses

(H-1) Total General Appropriations for Municipal
Purposes Within "CAPS"

(A) Operations - Excluded from "CAPS"
Police & Fire Retirement System
Tax Appeals

Total Other Operations - Excluded from "CAPS"

(A) Operations - Excluded from "CAPS"
Public and Private Programs Offset By Revenues
Safe & Secure Grant
Senior Information Assistance
Municipal Alliance
Municipal Alliance Grant Match
Recycling Grant • -
DDEF
Benjamin Fund
Body Armor Grant
911 Grant

Total Public and Private Programs Offset By Revenues

Total Operations - Excluded from "CAPS"

Detail:
Other Expenses

(H-2) Total General Appropriations for Municipal
Purposes Excluded from "CAPS"

(O) Total General Appropriations-
Excluded from "CAPS"

(L) Subtotal General Appropriations

(M) Reserve for Uncoilected Taxes

9. Total General Appropriations

SEWER UTILITY FUND BUDGET

10. Dedicated Revenue From Sewer Utility
Sewer Utility
Additional Sewer Rents

Total Sewer Utility Revenues

11. Appropriations For Sewer Utility
Other Expenses

Total Sewer Utility Appropriations

$1,344,115.00
203,731.43
64,446.73
14,000.00

11.440.483.06

14.215.500.00

25.655.983.06

$40,000.00

17.866.016.00

17.871.016.00

9,256,090.00
614.926.0

18.296.106.00

$1,085,000.00
$ 0.00

$675,000.00
0.00

71,682.21
0.00

10.609.709.67

15.581.765.95

26.191.475.62

$43,000.00

17.869.016.00

17.874.016.00

18.299.106.00

1,088,111.00
$350,000.00

S2S.655.983.06 S26.191.475.62

S5.239.883.90 it5.335.233.90

5.335.233.90

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two (2) certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in the
office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for certification of the State Fiscal
Year 2008 budget so amended.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this complete amendment, in accordance with the provisions of
N. J.S. A. 40A: 4-9, be published in the Observer in the issue of January 18,2008, and that said publication
contain notice of public hearing on said amendment to be held at the Council Chambers, Borough
Hall on January 22, 2008, at 7:00 o'clock p.m.

It is hereby certified that this is a true copy of a resolution amending the budget, adopted by the
governing body on the 14th day of January, 2008.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$279.22 January 18,2008

correct message that we have to put
aside the rhetoric of politics because
the necessity to work our way out of
debt and stop runaway rates of rising
property taxes is greater than the gains
of partisanship," she said. "We need
answers that work for the people we
are here to serve and we need to
change from a game of political tac-
tics to bipartisan problem solving. The

v governor was right to start the pro-
cess this week."

The Budget and Appropriations
panel will convene for several months
after Gov. Corzine unveils his spend-
ing plan on February 26 for the fiscal
year beginning July 1. Sen. Buono will
then lead her panel in reviewing the
spending plan and making legislative
revisions before submitting a final
budget bill by the end of June.

it

Roosevelt School students who read their poety at a recent Board
of Education meeting were Tatiana Ishod, Kristi Maher, Isiah Feeley,
Isaiah Lebby and Ashli Bell with teacher Michael Bertram and
Roosevelt School Principal Charles Ford.

The opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher.

(Continued from page 2)
surance consultant, judge, and public
defender. These professionals were all
Democratic appointees, and in fact,
the public defender is a former Demo-
cratic chairman. Butrico can't deny
knowing that these professionals were
reappointed. Thus, it's apparent that
he made his comment knowing it was
untrue.

The part about contributors is also
deceptive. To check, simply go the
state's campaign reporting Web site at
www.elecstate.nj.us. I can tell you
what you'll find. Not one appointee
is on the South Plainfield GOP's cam-
paign reports, although one is actu-
ally on a Democratic report. That the
Republicans appointed someone who
supported their rivals shows how for
the first time appointments were ac-
tually made on merit.

Butrico went on to attack the new
prosecutor, calling him an inexperi-
enced attorney. A little about Paul
Garelick: Paul was raised in town and
graduated from SPHS. After law
school he earned a prestigious clerk-
ship with the chief judge in Middlesex
County and a year later joined a well-
known litigation firm.

Paul has almost 15 years experience
as a trial attorney and has glowing ref-
erences from some of the top legal
minds in Central Jersey, including
three prominent retired judges, a
former county prosecutor and the
state's former director of law/assistant
attorney general. Paul is the public
defender in Keansburg (something
Butrico left out) and the police chief

there gave him a stellar recommenda-
tion.

It's sad that Butrico felt the need to
misinform the public, both about the
new administration and about Paul
Garelick. He should accept that his
party lost and try to work with the
new administration. The members of
new majority have an obligation to
choose professionals with whom they
feel comfortable. It's no different than
a new president or governor choosing
his or her team upon assuming office.

My message to the mayor is
•straightforward. Be truthful with the
public and act with the dignity your
office deserves. You'll find that it serves
you well and earns respect you might
otherwise lose.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT
ROBERT A. BENGIVENGA, JR.

Dear Editor,
Many people read last week's letter

by Councilman Bay Rusnak setting
out the fiscal mess the new adminis-
tration inherited when taking office.
Fm not going to repeat everything Ray
said, but I can boil things down to
make it easy. Because the last adminis-
tration left a $ 1.1 million deficit, South
Plainfield is in real financial trouble.

We are almost seven months into
the budget year, and to date, the town
has paid out nearly $500,000 in tax
refunds from tax appeals. On average,
the town has given two to three re-
funds a month and more are in the
pipeline. Despite this, not one penny
was budgeted for these tax appeals.

Another problem is the prior ad-

ministration's use of land sales to prop
up the budget. A resident repeatedly
asked about this at council meetings
and was told that land sale money was
not in the budget. He was not told
the truth.

It bears repeating that using land
sale money in a budget is risky and
foolish, because you have to make it
up the next year or face a huge tax in-
crease. The budget contains a whop-
ping $1.3 million in land sale money.
What concerns me even more is how
we still don't have all the money more
than halfway into the budget year.

The other side is gearing up to
downplay the seriousness of these
problems: let they created them and
ignored them, all the while promising
a tax cut to the public. In reality, they
did not do the things necessary for a
real tax cut, but instead, simply un-
der-funded the budget and made an
empty promise.

The first answer most people want
to hear when told about a problem
like this is "cut spending." I agree.
There's a problem though. Practically
all the money has been spent.

We are more than halfway into the
budget year, so even drastic cuts won't
solve the problem. This is not to say
that cuts won't happen; they will. But
in reality they will only help for the
2009 budget.

We need to be honest about the
budget and not balance it with gim-
micks or one-time fixes. Only then will
we be able to get South Plainfield on
the path toward fiscal responsibility.

COUNCILMAN TIM MCCONVILLE


