
VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! Polls are open November 6, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

llliiiliiiiUiMiiHulilnilliiiillliiliiliiiiiiHI
L0T**C026

PISP PUBLIC LIBRARY/

SPFLD PUBLIC LIBRARY
24S4 PLAIMFIELD AVE
S PLAINFIELD NJ

RT L0T
S21 PI

070SO-3531 ifield
Need extra sleep?

Get it this weekend.
Daylight Saving Time

ends Sunday. Turn your
clocks back one hour.
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Arrests Prompt SPHS Lockdown
South Plainfield Police responded to

five physical fights at various locatioas
in the Borough last Thursday involving
high school students and subsequently
made three arrests.

After an altercation near Clarke
Avenue with three other individuals,
Jerome J. Brooks, 18, of Maple Avenue
was charged with aggravated assault
on a police officer; resisting arrest and
obstruction. Quabid Turner, 18, of
Wooden Avenue was charged with dis-
orderly conduct. A 16 year-old female
was also taken into protective custody.

Brooks' bail was set at $5,000.

He was remanded to the Middlesex
County Adult Correction Facility
and posted bail early Friday morning.
Turner was released on a summons and
the female was released to a guardian.

After conducting interviews with
SPHS students, police informed school
administrators about a possible weap-
on siting at the school. Administrators
had also received information from
students about guns being brought
into the high sckx)l. This information
prompted a lockdown on Friday.

High school Principal Dr. Kenneth
May said, 'A decision w.is made to err

From the Office of the Chief Of Police
Emergency Response Team Formed

In order to provide an immediate
response to specific crisis situations, the
South Platnfield Police Department has
been training and is now implementing
the use of a higlily trained Emergency
Response Team (ERT).

The ERT will respond rapidly to
immediate dangerous operations
which can include serving high-risk
arrest warrants, an active shooter,
performing hostage rescue, secu-
rity of critical infrastructure during
heightened terrorist alerts and
engaging heavily armed criminals
not usually undertaken by a patrol
officer. Team members are trained
in the use of and equipped with
specialized firearms, including sub-
machine guns, carbine, riot/crowd
control agents and high-powered
rifles. The team has specialized

equipment, including heavy body
armor, ballistic helmets, shields and
entry tools, etc.

The team is commanded by a
police lieutenant and sergeant and
consists of 10 other ofticers/detec-
tives. The lieutenant and sergeant
have been trained at S.W.A.T.
supervision classes, hostage/crisis
negotiation and S.WA.T entry and
tactics classes. The officers have
been, and are continually being,
trained in entry techniques, vehicle
assaults, advanced surveillance tech-
niques, hostage/crisis negotiation
and firearms training.

The E.R.T. will respond to all
critical incidents where additional
manpower/equipment is needed for
die successful and safe conclusion of
a high risk critical incident.

on the side of caution and conduit a
lockdown of the school."

Superintendent Jose Negron ex-
plained, "The lockdown began at
approximately 9:15 a.m. and follow til
procedures detailed in our Crisis
Management Plan. The lockdown was
conducted by the high school admin-
istrators and the police department.
Due to the size of our high school, the
police department requested assistance
from neighboring police departments."
Search dogs were also brought into the
sch(X)l to conduct a weapons search.

"No weapons were found and the
search was terminated at approximately
1:15," said Police Chief John Ferraro.
After an abbreviated lunch schedule,
students continued their regular activities
and were dismissed at the normal time.

Negron said that on Monday morn-
ing police officers were assigned to the
high school "to ensure that students
and staff were provided with a safe en-
vironment and one that is conducive to
learning." He also personally thanked
the members of the police department,
neighboring police departments and
Mayor Charles Burrico for their as-
sistance and concern.

On Monday, a 17 year-old male was
charged with possession of a wcapon-a
retractable box cutter-that had been
found in his backpack during the
lockdown. The student claimed it was
from one of the shop classes, but fur-
ther investigation revealed that it was
not school property. The juvenile was
transported to the Middlesex County
Juvenile Detention Center.

Signs Intended to Inform or Mislead?
By Jean Fultz

Signs have popped up around
South Plainfield in the past few weeks
that proclaim, "Stop Higher Taxes.
Note No On All Ballot Questions."

An investigation revealed that these
signs were paid for by Americans For
Prosperity, a National group which
claims their position has been en-
di used in editorials in Tlie Star Ledger
and Tlie Record.

After sending an E-mail to the local
contact listed on their Web site, Joe
Schilp, Middlesex County Coordina-
tor for Americans For Prosperity New
Jersey Chapter, the Observer received a

phone call from s—^—
a woman from
Americans For '
Prosperity who
was not aware
that there was a
fourth question
on the ballot in
New Jersey that
has nothing to
do with spending
or higher taxes;
it asks voters to

, HIGHER TAXES
VOTE NO

TOUESTI

Ignorance Is Bliss-Jo an informed
voter, this sign posted around town
clearly makes no sense. It's obvious
the author has no idea as to what
questions are actually on the ballot.

change the wording in the New Jersey
State Constitution when referring to
persons with developmental disabili-

ties and mental
illnesses.

When voting
on ballot ques-
tions, it is impor-
tant to read and
understand what
you are voting
on. Don't let a
national organi-
zation that has no
ties to New Jersey
decide how you

should vote. Voters should read all
four ballot questions and decide for
themselves (see pages 10 and 11).

South Plainfield Police Chief John Ferraro with Sergeant James Foran in
the department's computer forensics lab.

Police Dept. Expands
ComputerForensicLab

The South Plainfield Police
Department's Computer Forensic
Lab (the "Lab") is evolving to meet
the needs of law enforcement and
rapidly advancing technologies.

The Lab was established in July
2001 through the use of forfeiture
funds. In its early stages the lab had
one forensic computer platform
and password breaking abilities.
More forensic analysis was con-
ducted using DOS based utilities.

As technology evolved, so
has the Lab. Several forensic
platforms have been added, al-
lowing police to process a vast
majority of the current technology
available. The Lab has shared their
services with several Federal agen-
cies, as well as other departments
throughout Middlesex County

To date, the Lab has processed
digital evidence in support of many
criminal investigations. Among
these are: murder [Paul Cibelli]
and [Jonathan Moorman], sexual
assault, child pornography and
crimes against children, money
laundering and racketeering, stalk-
ing, identity theft, forgery, theft of
human remains, fraud, distribution

of controlled dangerous substances
and prostitution.

In response to the ever grow-
ing popularity and capabilities
of cell phones and PDAs, the
Lab has expanded its forensics
providing analysis of these items
as well. The department is now
working to increase their expertise
to include video forensics. Funding
has come from more forfeiture
funds, Homeland Security grants
and the local council. Training
has been provided through grants
and initiatives from the National
Institute of Justice.

1'he Lab continues to receive
requests from outside agencies
for computer forensic cases. The
increase in computer crime has led
to the need for a full-time position.
It requires continuous updating of
hardware, software and training of
personnel. Knowledge of advanced
computer techniques are manda-
tory to ensure compliance with
certification as a forensic computer
examiner and entitles die individual
to be recognized nationally as a
computer forensic expert in regards
to court testimony

BOROUGH COUNCIL

Kathy Thomas Dennis Cerami Ray Rusnak Tim McConville

E L E C T I O N

Vote Tuesday, November 6

Polls are open 6 am to 8 pm

On Tuesday, Nov. 6 voters will
decide the fate of the four candidates
running for the two available seats
on the Borough Council. Democrats
Kathy Thomas and Dennis Cetami
are seeking re-election. Also running
for Council seats are Republican

challengers Ray Rusnak and Tim
McConville. If the Republicans win
the seats, they will hold a majority
on the council.

Last week the Observer had the
opportunity to interview the candi-
dates and ask them questions about

issues discussed in their weekly
columns in the Observer, as well as
/other campaign issues. Those inter-
views can be found on pages 10 and
11. You can watch the interviews on
Comcast Channel 74 this Friday and
Saturday at 8 p.m., as well as at the

Read the candidates' words

from an interview taped

last week. See pages 10 & 11.

senior center. Call the center, (908)
754-1047, for date and time.

We thank the candidates for tak-
ing time to talk with us. We want
to share their thoughts so tiiat
residents cast informed votes on
Election Daw


