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Volunteers Lead the Way in South Plainfield

Abov«»' Diane Mande\ wi+h volunteers
Artene McGuire, Marie Schoen, Drame
Chmielewski, Mary McNerney, Adele
Chutarz and Gloria Harupa. Left:
Gloria with donated bread.

By Libby Barsky

South Plainfield resident Steve Machat
was in the hospital to have a cataract re-
moved The very next day lie and his wife,
Marge, attended a meeting for volunteers
for the "Listen to Children" pr< igram held
in the senior center.

Steve and Marge volunteered to be in

the program when u began as a pilot
program at Kennedy School in the
spring of 1999 and have continued
to volunteer ever since.

The "Listen to Children" program
brings adiilr volunteers and students
together on a one-to-one basis for 30
minutes a week to share experiences
including crafts, playing games (chess,
checkers) and talking about what
is going on in their lives. Both the
senior and the student benefit from
this weekly contact. Students establish
a relationship, build self-esteem and
develop communication and problem
solving skills.

"It's like being a grandmother to
them," explains Marge, who shares her
love of crafting with the youngsters.

Retired Kennedy .School SAC
counselor Diane Mandel brought
the program to South Plainfield after
graduating from Kean University
with a counselor certification in 1997.
Initially the program was supervised
liv SHcrry MLoccia oi Essex Countv
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del. After the untimely deal
cia, William Beegle, high school direc-
tor of guidance, helped supervise the
program. Since Beegle's retirement,
Mandel is overseeing the program to
provide the training for new volun-
teers. Those interested in becoming ,i
volunteer can reach Mandel at (732)
549-1959.

Ever since Steve retired from his
job with Research Cotrell in 1984,
he and Marge have been volunteer-

ing their time. They have stuffed
envelopes for RSVP in their charity
appeals tor other organizations. Steve
doesn't remember how long ago he
started bringing bread to the senior
citizens center. 1 Ie began by tilling his
car and bringing the bread to the seni< >r
housing in Plainfield ami to the PAL,
when seniors met there, and later to
the senior center. He gave up the job
last November when he had a double
bypass and heart valve replacement.

Angelo "Casey" Castcllano has
taken over the job and fills his car
with loaves of bread from Pcpperidgc
Farms on Oak free Road in Edison
and brings the bread to the senior
center. Gloria 1 larupa sets it out on a
long table for seniors to choose what
they need.

While Steve no longer picks up and
delivers bread, he is still planning to
volunteer at the senior center as a rax
preparer for seniors. It's a service he
has been performing for many years
vUumu, tax sc,\s<m tic s^ci'u.K \\\s

tmu- not only preparing the taxes,

but explaining how an individual can
apply to programs the state provides
for tax relief and rebates, lie is con
cerned about the program, because
volunteers who have been in the tax
program for mam years nuv not be
able to continue the program due to
transportation problems.

Steve credits Marge for his involve-
ment as a volunteer. "We work (as
volunteers | together. I couldn't have
done it without her," he said.

More than 10 floats and 12 marching bands too
annual Labor Day Pbrade and one issue wasn't enough to show
all the photos, so we're giving a second look at South Plainfield's
favorite celebration. Please turn to pages 8 and 9.


