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Mourners Say Goodbye to THsta
Sgt. Trista Morcrti, who was killed

last week by insurgents in Iraq, was
honored at a funeral Mass on Wednes-
day in Sacred Heart Roman Catholic
Church in South Plainfield.

Interment with lull military honors
followed at Rosedale Cemetery in
Linden.

In addition to family and friends,
the funeral was attended by Senator
Frank Lautenberg, Congressman Mike
Ferguson, Mayor Charles Butrico and
members of South Plainfield Borough
Council. The Patriot Guard Riders, an
diverse amalgamation of motorcycle
riders from across the country, were
also there to pay their respect.

Trista was killed June 25 when mor-
tar fire hit her trailer during an insur-
gent attack on the Army base where
she was stationed near Nasir Lafitah,
Iraq. According to the Department
of Defense, her death was caused by
indirect fire.

News of Trista's death shocked her
family. Even though she was in Iraq,
her family believed she wasn't facing
any danger she couldn't handle.

Trista was awarded .i Purple I lean
and a Bronze Star, in addition to three
other medals.

Trista worked nights at the base and
was asleep in her trailer when die attack
occurred at 12:45 p.m. local time. Tris-
ta, 27, was a signal intelligence analyst
and a paratnxjper. She was die 78th
soldier-and the second we >man-from
New Jersey to die in Iraq. Twenty-one
other paratroopers from the division
were injured in the attack.

The close-knit community of South
Plainfield united and erected memori-
als to Trista all over town. A cross of
purple and white flowers stands in
Monument Park. Pur-
ple ribbons adorned
telephone poles from
one end of town to
the Other. Many places
displayed American
Flags and photos of
Trista.

Mayor Charles Bu-
trico ordered flags in
the borough to By at
half-staff last Wednes-
day. "We hear about
the war and the sol-
diers who are killed
every day, and you
almost become desen-
sitized,"1 Butrico said.
"When it hits home, you realize what
the families go through."

Trista joined the Army in 2003, and
was assigned to the 425th Brigade
Special Troops Battalion, 4th Brigade
Combat'learn (Airborne), 25th Infan-
try Division Fort Richardson, Alaska.

Trista played field hockey for SPHS
throughout her high school career.
Fran Flannery coached her for three
of those years. "Trista got along with
everyone, she was a team player and
showed great sportsmanship. She was
very'coachable.' Trista was also known
for her speed, she was fast!" Fran noted
that she was petite but had long legs.
She said, "I used to tease her that
she ran like a deer." She also pointed
out that Trista's smile was something

Sacred Heart Pastor Rev. John Alvarado awaits the casket of Army Sgt. Trista Moretti as she is carried by an military honor guard Tuesday morning.

"Trista was an energetic young woman
who always had a smile. She was well-
liked and would light up a room when
she walked in.... She was a patriot;
she represented all that was good and
respectful about our country."

-SPHS Principal Dr. Ken May

Sgt. Trista Moretti

everyone remem-
bers. She said, "I
know everyone
says that, but it's
true. You could
not help but no-

tice her smile!"
High school principal Dr. Ken May

remembered Trista well. He said, "The
Community of the Borough of South
Plainfield mourns the passing of Trista
Moretti. Many of her classmates have
contacted me at school to express their
regrets. Trista w as an energetic young
woman who always had a smile. She
was well-liked and would light up a
room when she walked in. Trista was
an exceptional athlete with great agility
and speed. She earned nine varsity let-
ters while participating in field hockey,
winter track and spring track. She
was a member of the 1997 Middlesex
County Championship Field Hockey
Team. Trista exuded enthusiasm and
confidence and always gave 110%.

She was a hard worker and rwk col-
lege preparatory courses. Trista was a
patriot; she represented .ill that is good
and respectful about our country."

Internet video footage shows the
front of her home graced with a ban-
ner, American Flags and red, white
and blue candles. A google search
listed page after page about this brave
young woman. A blogger by the
name of Jersey Devil wrote, "Some-
times it seems we are so powerless
that all we can do is grieve. 1 think
of the daughters and sons of friends
I know and cry with you. That it is
someone so close to home makes it
SO much worse thai hit hurts deep
inside."

In honor of Arrrrv frista
L. Moretti, Governor Jon S. Corzine
signed an Executive Order (at ri
calling for the United States and New
fersey flags to fly at half-staff on Tues-
day, Julv 3.

For complete obituary, see page 11.

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

Executive Order No. 75

WHEREAS, United States Army Sergeant Trista L. Moretti of South Plainfield,
New Jersey; graduated from South Plainfield High School in 1998, where she
excelled in field hockey and track, earning nine varsity letters and whereas Ser-
geant Moretti volunteered for enlistment in the United States Army in 2003: and
whereas Sergeant Moretti served proudly in the United States Army as a signal
intelligence officer and a paratrooper in the United Sales Army's 425'l: Brigade
Special Troops Battalion, 4rl' Brigade O mih.it Team i Airborne), 25'h Infantry Divi-
sion: and whereas Sergeant Moretti suffered fatal injuries on behalf of her country
in m insurgent attack in Iraq; and whereas Sergeant Moretti served her country
in a time of war with skill and courage in demanding assignments: and whereas
Sergeant Moretti was a committed and highly trained professional soldier as well
as a loving daughter, sister, and teammate, whose memory lives in the hearts of her
family fellow soldiers, and teammates; md whereas Sergeant Moretti's patriotism
and dedicated service to her country MX\ her fellow soldiers make it appropriate
and fitting for the State of New Jersev to remember her and her family to mark her
passing, and to honor her memory; Now, Therefore, I, Jon S. Cora norof

the St by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution
and by the Statutes of this State, do hereby ORDER and DIRECT

1. The flag of the United States of America and the flag of New Jerse
be ilown at half-staff at all State departments, offices, agencies, and instrumentalities
during appropriate hours on Tuesday, Jury 3, 2007, in recognition and mourning

md loyal American., United States Army Sergeant Trista I.. Moretti.
This Order shall rake eftcct immediately.


