
SPHS Drama Club Pres e" Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Ill rimiii ield

VOL 10, NO. 32 50 CENTS APRIL 20, 2007

Deluge Stalls Borough
New Face of BOE
2007/2008 Budget Gets Nod;
Two New Members Elected

Debbie Boyle Bob Jones Pio Pennisi

New Market Avenue looking towards Clinton Avenue Extension.

Residents are Torrential Rains Cause
Urged to Report
Damage to OEM

Residents who have incurred dam-
age due to the rain storm of April
15 and 16 are being asked to call
South Plainfidd Office of Emergency
Management at (908) 226-7718
twenty-four hours a day to report the
damage. Please leave a brief message
and someone from our staff will get
back to you. This information will
be used to determine the amount of
damage that has occurred in South
Plainfield and to find out if any fluids
will be available through the State of
New Jersey and/or FEMA.

Also, anyone needing a rubbish pick-
up due to the storm are asked to call the
Department of Public Works at (908)
755-2187 to arrange for a pick-up.

Flooding Problems
By Libby Barsky

More than six inches of rain result-
ing from a Nor'easter, which began
Saturday evening, caused extensive
Hooding in the borough, closing
roads and forcing residents from
their homes. Many homeowners also
watched their basements Hood.

"For the past 24 hours, our volun-
teer firefighters have done an incred-
ible job," said Councilman Dennis
Cerami at Monday evening's Borough
Council meeting. "They received
non-stop calls and have responded to
approximately 200.1 give credit to all
volunteer firefighters, the police de-
partment and EMS," added Cerami

According to Cerami, firemen were

Spring Lake Park, looking towards the first walking bridge.

hindered by a lack of pumps to help resi-
dents pump out their basements. Calls
for residents to evacuate their homes
initially were not heeded until firemen
began knocking on doors as the rising
water made roads impassible. Roads
closed to traffic were New Market and
the side roads in the fkxxied area, New
Brunswick, Clinton Avenue Extension,
Fred Allen, Spicer, Highland, Metuchen
and a portion of Bclmont. Late on
Monday, Woodland Avenue was closed
due to a retaining wall collapse behind
Sears Hardware on Oak Tree Road. As
of prcsstime all roads arc open, with the
exception of Woodland, which will be
closed for at least two weeks.

Council Raymond Petronko, who is
a volunteer fireman, noted the damage
he saw resulting from the storm, "We
took 71 calls between 3 and 5 a.m. It
was sad to see the stuff floating in the
basements."

Michael Zushma, coordinator of
Emergency Management, estimated
property losses to residents at about
S190,000. A last minute resolution
was added to the agenda authoriz-
ing an emergency appropriation
of $100,000 to supplement the
already adopted budget for the flexxi-
ing damage caused by the storm.
The money will be used to pay for
services administered by the bor-
ough for cleanup, items ruined by
flooding and costs covering closure

(Continued on page 12)

South Plainfield voters said yes to
the 2007/2008 school budget by a
wide margin. The final vote count
was 1,310 yes and 879 no. This year's
budget did not cut any teachers, but
did cut middle SCIKXJI sports.

Winning three year terms on the
school board were incumbent Pio
Pennisi and first time candidates
Debbie Boyle and Bob Jones. The
final vote count was Debbie Boyle
with 1,177, Bob Jones with 1,128,
Pio Pennisi with 1,104, Sharon Miller
with 1,045, Steve Bonn (incumbent)
with 623 and Danielle Harris-Laca-
sale with 392.

In the past three years, voters had
rejected the sch<x)l budget twice, in
2006 and 2004. Both times the Bor-
ough Council make various cuts to the
budget. In 2006, they cut S1.8M Mid
in 2004 they cut $143,000.

This year only 2,246 (17.6%) of
eligible voters went to the polls, but
that number is up over last year's
15.32 percent.

A reorganization meeting will be
held on Monday, April 23 at 8 p.m. at
the Roosevelt Administration Build-
ing. At that time the newly elected
board members will be sworn in. The
public is invited to attend.
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