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EPA Starts Cleanup...Finally

On Wednesday morning, the EPA began the demolition of the first of 18 buildings at the Cornell-Dublier Superfund Site at 333 Hamilton Blvd. EPA
Region 2 Administrator Alan Steinberg addressed newspaper and television media at a press conference saying, "The cleanup work at this site is
another example of how successful the Superfund program has been in New Jersey. This multi-phase cleanup will help the community turn this
problem property back into a local asset."

Seven to
Run for 3
BOE Seats

Seven candidates will be running
for the three open scats on the Board
of Education this April.

Incumbents running for seats arc
Tern- Alexa, Steven 1). Bohn and Pio
Pennisi. First rime candidates arc I )eb-
orah Boyle, Robert J. Jones, Danielle
Harris l.acasale and Sharon Miller:

School board candidates have until
Monday, March 5 to withdraw their
names. On Wednesday, March 7, the
candidate's names will be drawn to
establish their position on the ballot.

Along with electing three school
board members, voters will also be
asked to approve the school budget
for next year. In the past two years the
BOE budgets submitted were rejected
by voters, li the budgci is defeated, «
will again be up ro the Borough Coun-
cil to make cuts or accept the proposed
budget. The last two years the council
did make additional cuts.

School board elections will be held
on Tuesday, April 17. Polls will be
open from 2 to 9 p.m. The last day to
register to vote is March 27. Voters can
register at Borough Hall in the clerks'
office Monday through Friday 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

School Budget Workshop
Maps Contingency Plans

Since 2001, the State of
Jersey has frozen stare school aid
each year leaving fewer resources
for district programs. In South
Plainfield it has meant elimina-
tion of staff and consolidation of
positions. This year it might mean
more of the same, despite the 4.8%
increase in state aid.

After five years Governor Jon
Corzine increased state aid from
$8,145,544 in 2006-2007 to
$8,536,410 for 2007-2008, or an
additional $390,966 according
to figures published in The Star
Ledger.

The district also received an ad-
ditional $146,550 as Targeted At
Risk Aid for the district's free lunch
program, Business Administrator

Donna Tollev explained.
However, new regulations might

diminish these gains. "Die amount of
S765,214 is being charged to a capi-
tal outlay amount in the 2006-2007
budget. Tollev has contacted the
Middlesex County superintendent
with a financial method of closing
the $765,214 with the banked Cap
amount. The 2007-2008 budget is
set now at $48,386,415. If Tolley's
method is accepted, the budget will
be $49,151,629 and under cap by
$56,000.

The board will wait to hear if
Tollev's plan is accepted. While
they wait they will not discuss what
measures will be taken to bring a
budget in at cap.

Sweet Potato Pie Makes Magical
Fare for Elementary Children

The Tuesday, February 27 BOE budget
hearing will be aired on Comcast Channel
74 on Saturday, March 3 at 8 p.m. and
again on Thursday, March 8 at 7 p.m.

By Libby Barsky
Sweet Potato Pie and Such, an

interactive story telling performance
with music, was served up to all el-
ementary students (and their teachers)
in the district in February. The program
was made possible through the South
Plainfield Cultural Arts Commis-
sion, which received a grant from the
Middlesex County Cultural and Heri-
tage Commission.

From the moment Queen Nur (Kar-
en Abul-Malik) came on stage backed
by drummer Yomi Jojolo (Abayomi
Awodesu) and his African instruments,
she began distributing sweet potatoes to
the children and the youngsters were
entranced. Showing the difference
between what a sweet potato looks like
and that of a yam, Queen Nur held the
children's attention equally as easily as
the vegetables in her hands. The chil-
dren responded to whatever they were
asked to do-call back, clap hands, stand
up and dance.

Queen Nur recited the story of
Imani-a very small mouse who is
put down repeatedly for his size by
giraffe, bird, hippo and lion, with the
children chanting, "They might call me
teeny tiny, but in my mind I'm mighty,
mighty," along with the motions she
introduced. Imani triumphs in the end,
rescuing the captured King of the Jungle

Storyteller Queen Nur with accompianist drummer Yomi Jojolo performed
Sweet Potato Pie and Such for all elementary students in the borough.

Lion by nibbling through the net that
encased him. Queen Nur not only held
the students' attention, she also got
the teachers to line up to dance to the
rhythms Yomi Jojolo drummed out on
his intriguing African instruments.

"This is one of the best programs
we've had," said fourth grade Riley
School teacher Maria Campagna.

Fourteen years ago, when Karen
Abdul-Mallik visited her children's
school to tell stories, the teachers advised
Abdul-Mallik to become a profes-

sional storyteller. She did and took post
graduate courses in African American
Studies at Temple University and in
Children's Folklore at the University of
Pennsylvania. As Queen Nur she holds
workshops and performs nationally
in many schools, libraries, museums,
festivals and at the John F. Kennedy
Center in Washington D.C.

For information about performances
and cassettes of Sweet Potato Pie and
Such and Queen Nur Live and Storified,
contaavvww.teliintales@comcast.net


