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TOTAL DOMINATION!
Tiger Wrestlers Cruise To Third Consecutive State Title

By Bob Hunter

The South Plainfield High School
Wrestling Team won its third consecu-
tive group state title in dominating
fashion this past weekend at the
Ritacco Center in Toms River.

The Tigers, winners of the Group
III title the past two year's, won their
first Group II title since 2000 when
they defeated Hackcrtstown 42-9 to
complete the three-peat.

A packed house of 5,035, with
an estimated 500 Tiger faithfuls,
watched in amazement as the totally
fired up Tigers dominated in their
semi-final match against fourth
seeded Point Pleasant Borough by
a score of 58-6, then handled third

.K.I II.,, ka tu town, winn ing 12 «>
with relative case in the ftnafe,

Point Pleasant Borough 21-4 did
not have a clue what was about to
happen to them when the match
started at 145, with Mike Jakubik
taking the mat for the Tigers. Jakubik
showed them quickly what would be
m store for them for the remainder
of the match when he pinned Jeffrey
Nase in just 39 seconds. That was
only the beginning. Sam Martin 152,
defeated Joseph Bontempo by major
decision 16-3. Mark Wagner 160,
then pinned Sean Casey at 1:51.

Point Pleasant Borough thought
they had a chance to get on the board
when Skyler Engclken 171, with a
season record of 28-1, took the mat
to lace Danny Pompilio. Pompiliofell
behind early, but kept it close until the

The South Plainfield High School Wrestling Team won the Group II State Title last weekend.

third period when he put the pressure
on to take the lead and go on to win
8-7. Jon Conroy 189, lost by decision
to Kyle Coleman Preston Johnson
215, then majored Gage Bongiovi
10-2. Brad Martin 285, was in a battle
with Martin Infante, but came up
short losing by decision 10-8. Nick
Heilmann 103, and Ryan Sacco 112,
each scored falls to put it out of reach

for Point Pleasant Borough. Patrick
Hunter 119, scored a major decision
over Jordan Beverly 11-1. Nick Pauls
125, came on strong in the third pe-
riod to take the lead and held on for
an 8-7 win. Bryan Hunt 130, won by
technical fall 15-0 at 4:31 over Brian
Munsie. Billy Ashnault 135, then
pinned John Kosequat 1:11. Point
Pleasant Borough elected to forfeit to

Nick Dorey 140, to end the match.
As the Tigers watched Hackett-

stown finish up their match against
Kittatiny, they were all quietly root-
ing for them to win. They wanted to
play Hackettstown after their dual
meet win earlier in the season. Hack-
ettstown was quoted in a newspaper
saying that they should have and
could beat South Plainfield. That

Council Endorses Safety Standards for Disabled

Receiving the Borough Council resolution for their effort to have laws enacted to enforce more stringent
safety conditions for the disabled are The Family Alliance to Stop Abuse and Neglect members Robin Turner,
Ann Brady, Margaret Griscti, Mary Rindosh and Diane Gruskowski.

By Libby Barsky

Mayor Charles Butrico and mem-
bers of the Borough Council pre-
sented four members of the Family
Alliance to Stop Abuse and Neglect
with a resolution supporting New-
Jersey legislation requiring proper
installation of safety devices in ve-
hicles used tor transporting people
with disabilities at the Feb. 6 Council
meeting.

Although the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act was enacted in 1990 and
specified the use of safety mechanisms,
including wheelchair tie-down and a
lap-shoulder belt for even' wheelchair
passenger while being transported,
the regulation has not been enforced
and disabled individuals have suffered
as a result, according to Margaret
Griscti of Family Alliance.

Family Alliance is promoting the
passage of two New Jersey Assembly
bills introduced m July 2006: A-3459
to require training for the facility
staff in the use of properly using the
wheelchair tie-down and lap shoulder
belt for even wheelchair passenger
with the ability to fine if there is non-
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quote upset the Tigers and gave them
the motivation they needed to prove
who really was the better team. They
were on ,i mission. With the Tiger
faithful loudly singing, "We arc South
Plainfield," lead by longtime Tiger
wrestling tans Charlie Hoppe and Sal
Severini, the crowd responded and the
finals got underway.

The match started at 152 with Sam
Martin taking control early. He went
on to win by decision 6-4 over Owen
Vernon. In a move that surprised
everyone, Hackettstown decided
to forfeit to Mark Wagner at 160.
That made the score 9-0 with Dan
Pompilio 171, coming out to face JJ
Mitchell, who Wagner had defeated
in their last three meetings. Pompilio
agmn feUVxA\irulear\v andVept « ,\. .-.-•
going into die- third |vr i«l when he
turned it up and scored an escape,
then a takedown with 36 seconds
left in regulation, for a 5-4 win. The
Tigers, now leading 12-0, seemed to
take control over the shocked Hack-
ettstown team and fans. Zach Ulm
189, needing a pin to get his team
back into the match, was not only
unable to pm Jonathan Conroy, but
couldn't even get a major decision
win, another mistake by Hacketts-

(Cmitinued on page 8)

Inside...
Esposito Qualifies for
State All-Groups Indiv.
See page 8 for results.

Junior Chris Esposito is going to "The
Big Dance"-the NJSIAA State All-
Groups Individual Championship.
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