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DAN GALLAGHER -
A LEGACY OF SERVICE

Mayor Dan Gallagher receives applause from Council President Dennis Cerami
after he reads his exit speech at the Reorganization meeting last Sunday.

By Patricia i the roadway with-
Abbott “ ords cannot out the required
express my personnel to cross

It was a day of
mixed emotions
for the many resi-
dents who attend-
ed the Jan. 7 cer-
emony swearing

a roadway, a signal-

feelings of gratitude for the R
trust placed in me. | thank
all borough employees,
volunteers and residents for

man.

Councilman Matt
Anesh noted: “May-
or Gallagher has
given much of his

in of newly elected aﬂowing me to serve.” time over the years
officials and com- to the residents of
mittee members. — MAYOR DAN GALLAGHER South Plainfield. If’s

After serving

South Plainfield for 23 years — seven
on the Borough Council and 16 years
as mayor — Daniel Gallagher stepped
down, handing the gavel to Mayor-
elect Charles Butrico.

Gallagher told the Observer,
“Words cannot express my feelings
of gratitude for the trust placed in
me. I thank all borough employees,
volunteers and residents for allowing
me to serve.”

Several council members offered
their thoughts and memories. Coun-
cilman Ray Petronko said, “Danny
has an amazing recall of facts. He
knows the minute details of the issue
at hand and the people he is address-
ing. If vou glanced across the room
at a speaking engagement, you would
notice that pcoplc enjoyed listening to
him. Danny 1s a thinker; he is always
concentrating on problems and how
to resolve them. He is a proud mayor
who loves this town and thoroughly
enjoyed serving this great commu-
nity.” Ray offered this tale showing
the lighter side, or perhaps the cre-
ative side, of a man who takes his job
seriously. Ray said, “I remember once

danny used his car to block a train
from crossing Metuchen Rd. Danny
i\ d]\\}“l\ aware ()1‘}‘}'( )}\L’I' })I'( )CCdll['C\.
He took issue with the trains crossing

fitung that even in
his retirement from public life, Mayor
Gallagher will still be quite active
in town. I wish him and his family
good health and happiness and look
forward to serving with him on the
Public Celebrations Committee in the
years to come.”

New councilman, Joe Scrudato,
never had the chance to work with
Dan. However, he said, “I would just
like to say it was a pleasure walking
and working with Danny during this
past year’s Lampawn When Danny
and I walked in town from house to
house, he would tell me stories about
the history of South Plainfield, just
great information about our town
that I had never known. I consider
him ‘Mr. South Plainfield’ and want
to thank him for everything he has
done for our great town.”

Gallagher has no negative memo-
ries of his years as mayor other than
the difficult decision not to run again.
He has faith in our new mayor. “Char-
lie is well versed in politics. He knows
South Plainfield, he is familiar with
issues and will be an excellent mayor,”
said Gallagher.

His decision to retire was based on
his desire to spend more time with his
family. He and wife, have
been married for 43 vears. They have

Marion,

two sons, Dan and Michael, and four
grandsons, Daniel ITI, age 9, Brian, 3
and twins Brad and Jake, 2%.

The Gallaghers have resided in
South Plainfield for 32 years. Dan
took his first step into politics in 1983
when he was elected councilman. He

was re-elected in 1986, serving a total
of seven years. He was elected mayor
in 1987 and re-elected mayor in 19‘)5
1999 and 2002. He is the only mayor
to serve four terms.

“Mayor” is defined as “an official
elected or appointed to act as chief
executive or nominal head of a city,
town, or borough.” While this is ac-
curate, it is hardly enough to describe
Dan Gallagher. He is proud of this
community. He truly enjoyed serving
as mayor and treated the position as
an honor. He noted what he likes
“South Plainfield

“

about this town.

resideits are friendiy, cooperauve.

people who always stop and say hello.
They are willing to get involved and
help. We have many volunteers; our
fire department, rescue squad and
C.E.R.T. program, as well as 30 plus
committees in borough government.
They take pride in their community
and property.”

Marion Gallagher offered her
insight. “How can I describe Dan
Gallagher the man, when he is so
much more than just one man? He
i¢ the man that led South Plainfield
for 16 years, in good times and in
bad. He is the volunteer who spent
countless hours in emergencies and

The End of an Era

Charles Butrico, flanked by nieces, nephews and well wishers, was
sworn in as Mayor of South Plainfield at the council’s annual reorga-
nization meeting on Jan. 6. For Butrico’s address, see page 6.

difficult situations. He is the public
servant who dedicated so much of
his personal time to the needs of the
community of South Plainfield. He 1s
the father who drove my sons to little
league and basketball games. He is
the grandfather who spends hours on
the floor with his grandsons, making
them laugh. He is the husband I trust
and have loved for so many years, but
he will always be the boy I rode the

Cyclone with in Coney Island over
40 years ago.”

Daug’hturqn law Kim added, “Since
the day I met Dan Gallagher, I've been
amazed by the love and dedication he
has shown for South Plainfield. P’'m
so very lucky my son has his “Pop’ as
a role model to look up to, and Pm
proud to call him ‘Dad.””

There are a number of things he

(Continued on page 9)

Officer Injured in Accident

Park Ave. was shut down for more
than two hours on Sunday afternoon
during an investigation involving an
injured South Plainfield Police officer
after his vehicle crashed into a tree.

Officer Daniel Hoppe was travel-
ing south on Park Ave. at approxi-
mately 1:30 p.m. when he observed
a person of interest traveling in the
opposite direction. According to
a preliminary investigation by the
Traffic Safety Dept., Officer Hoppe

made a u-turn near South Plainfield
Ave. to tollow the vehicle. He swerved
to avoid a driver pulling out of E.
Fairview Ave. and lost control of his
vehicle which was heading into an
oncoming driver, a resident of 2704
Park Ave. who had just pulled out of
their driveway. To avoid a collision,
Officer Hoppe swerved to the left
crossing the lawn of 2716 Park Ave.
After hitting several small trees, his
vehicle overturned up against a large

Rescue personnel extrlcate Offficer Danlel Hoppe from a police car.

evergreen tree on the lawn of 2704
Park Ave. near Avon Ave.

Officer Hoppe was extricated from
the vehicle by the fire department,
treated by the rescue squad and Mercy

6 and transported to Robert Wood
Johnson University Medical Center
in New Brunswick. He sustained a
shoulder injury and as of Tuesday was
being evaluated for neck injuries.

Traffic Safety Officer Lt. Kevin
Murtagh said the department’s inves-
tigation into the accident will focus on
Hoppe’s operation of the police car
at the time of the crash, the possible
involvement of other drivers, Hoppe’s
speed in the 25 MPH zone and
whether he had activated the patrol
car’s lights and siren. Murtagh also
said that Hoppe was not considered
to be 1 pursuit of the traffic violator
he witnessed, and that police do not
know what the potental traffic viola-
tion was or the violator’s identity.

Hoppe, 27, has been on the force
for two years, and is the younger
brother of South Plainfield Police
Officer Mike Hoppe.

Anvone with additional informa-
tion is asked to contact Lt. Murtagh
at (908) 226-7679.
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The Borough Council Reorganization
meeting and regular meeting will
be aired on Comcast Channel 74

on Mondays at 8 p.m.
MARK YOUR Log an 1o
thplainfieldnj.

CALENDARS aheiestmeatngagendo

counclimestings 5
Meets twice a month on the first and third Tuesday
Borough Hall Council Chambers  Questions? 908-226-7605

Date Agenda Meeting Public Mesting
January 16 7p.m. Immediately following

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

planningboard : .

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7641

zoningboardofadjusiment _
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7641

boardofeducationmeetings

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole, Wednesdays 7 p.m.
Feb. 14, March 14 and March 28.

Regular Meeting Wednesdays 8 p.m.—

Jan. 17, Feb. 21, March and April 4.

taxpayer } up

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplansub-commities

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.

recreationcs i .

Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7716

Feb. 13, Mar. 13, Apr. 10, May 8, June 12, Sept: 11, Oct. 9, Nov. 13, Dec. 11

July and August: No scheduled meeting

environmentalcommission : '

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. ¢ Questions? 908-226-7621

l business

Meets ance a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m.  Questions? 908-757-8100

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room, Borough Hall (No Meeting in August)

boardofeducationcurriculum/technology meetings

Meets once a month on Mondays at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room at
Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

e ; WAYNE GRENNIER
ot Hﬂmﬂﬂm Associate Publisher
Observer ...
Art Director/Associate Editor
The South Plainfield Obsewer is PATRICIAABBOTT
published every Friday Staff Writer/Photographer
G&G Graphics, Inc. L'gs\;vaAVRKSY
1110 Hamilton Bivd. Suite 1B asmiibo v
South Plainfield, NJ 07080 CAROL GRENNIER
(908) 668-0010 * FAX (308) 668-8819 Sk s
; JEAN FULTZ
Publsher/Editorin-Crie NATIAKATSANTONIS
i : TARYN BILLICH
Production Assistants
Web page:
www.spobserver.com N
(under construction) R%%%NSOCRO,\‘T&ESE

For subscriptions, advertising or
information, call (908) 668-0010.

-The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

Advertising Sales
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave., fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver@comecast.net. Include your name, address, telephone num-

e, ' LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept., 1110
Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email: spobserver@comcast.net
or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to
edit for clarity or length. it is the editor's discretion to limit the number of letters
submitted by one individual on the same subject. The opinions expressed in “Letters”
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Observer. All letters must be submitted
L with name and phone number, for verification

IMYO P
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The opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher.

Dear Editor,

On Dec. 18, our daughter’s car was
stolen from the South Plainfield High
School parking lot while she was per-
forming at the holiday concert. She
had left her purse under her coat, ona
chair in the chorus room (as did many
other students). After the concert, she
discovered her purse was missing, and
then, to everyone’s disbelief, her car
was gone from the parking lot.

We have since learned that the band
room door had been left propped
open and the chorus room doors were
unlocked as well. These doors were
supposed to be locked due to previ-
ous thefts of students’” personal be-
longings from these rooms. There was
no chaperone in either room that
evening, nor a police officer on duty,
which may have deterred such a crime.
Any individual who was near SPHS
for ill purposes that evening had easy
access into the high school.

We would like other parents, stu-
dents and community residents to be
aware that the high school is not a safe
and secure place. Apparently, the po-
lice department has been urging the
administration to install security cam-
eras, or another type of security de-
vice, to better monitor individuals
who enter the school. There have been
previous incidents of stolen purses and
cell phones, etc.; however, this is the
first incident of grand theft auto. We
plan to attend the next Board of Edu-
cation meeting to encourage the ad-
ministration to work together with
the police to find a better way to se-
cure the school.

Lastly, we would like to thank all of
the students who stayed with our

daughter that night and supported her

through a terrible ordeal. We would
also like to thank the chorus members
who collected money for her; it is
greatly appreciated. The stolen purse
was mysteriously returned to the stu-
dents house two days after the car was
stolen. The only information avail-
able s that an unidentified black diesel
pick-up truck was seen idling in front
of the student’s house the morning
that it was returned. The student’s li-
cense and ID were returned, however
a wallet containing cash was missing,

Anyvone with any information re-
garding this incident, please contact
the police department ar (908) 755-
0700 or the high school at (908) 754-
4620.

MR. AND MRS. FRED REICHERT

Dear Editor,

As reported 1n this paper, the Bor-
ough Council Democrats recently
vored for a six-point property-tax in-
crease. While the increase alone is trou-
bling, even more troubling is how the
Democrats conveniently ignored their
campaign pledge of “no tax increase.”

I was happy to see Republican
council members Matt Anesh and Rob
Bengivenga vote against the Demo-
crats’ tax hike. Ex-Mayor Daniel
Gallagher’s partisan criticism notwith-
standing, Anesh and Bengivenga did
the right thing in voting no. When
the new increase is added to last year’s
tax hike, homeowners will see a whop-
ping 16% increase over the course of
tWO years.

It amazes me how people can run
on a platform of not raising taxes and
then vote to raise them a month later.
It shows how the Democrats will say
anything to get elected, and it also

e
> COMPLETE G
@ " AUTO REPAIRS ON'
NAPA Auto Care Center

Tire Center * Tune-Ups * Brakes ¢
Exhaust « Mufflers « Oil Changes
Alignment » A/C Repairs & Recharging

NAPA Credit Card 90 Days Same As Cash

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702

3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield
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To The Editor:

My husband and I would like to
extend our heartfelt thanks to
Franklin School Boy Scout Den 9
Pack 207 for raking and bagging
our leaves on Sunday, Nov. 26.

A recent, serious illness made it
impossible for my husband to do
the yard work this fall. Margaret and
Max Waldrop and Boy Scout Leader

Franklin School Boy Scout Den 9 Pack 207 pitch in to hel

p residents.

Tom Berry organized the early after-
noon cvent. The boys and several
dads made quick work of raking and
filling about 30 bags of leaves.

How very lucky we are to live in
a community where helping others
is a way of life.

Thank you Den 9 Pack 207!

TOM AND LINDA PELOQUIN

shows how little regard they really have
for the voters of South Plainfield. We
should all remember this in Novem-
ber.

DAVE SESOK

To The Editor:

Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan has
twice, in print, urged Rutgers to fund
six Olympic sports that are due to be
eliminated in 2007. This was done
after the Democrat-controlled legisla-
ture reduced Rutgers support by $66
million. It seems somewhat strange
that Diegnan, a Seton Hall alumnus-
BA/JD, should suddenly be so pro-
Rutgers. I wonder if this has anything
to do with the Rutgers football team
and their fabulous success this vear.
The success of Rutgers football has
had a pro-Rutgers epiphany on an-
other New Jersey Democrat, Senate
President Dick Codey. Codey, for-
merly known as Mr. Seton Hall, has
been all over the Rutgers map for the
past four months, including the Texas
Bowl victory last week. Ar the Texas
Bowl, Codey had with him the latest
Rutgers fan du-jour, Governor Jon
Corzine. Corzine even invited himself

to the trophy presentation. This al-
Jowed him to be in the same picture as
New Jersey’s number one citizen,
Greg Schiano. Diegnan, Codey and
Corzine have eviscerated the Rutgers
budget at the same time that they are
trying to bask in the glory that is the
Rutgers football program. For their
cheap political theatrics, these three
Democrats owe the Rutgers athletic
program. What do they owe-
$400,000? This is the amount that
will be needed to keep the six Olym-
pic sports in competition. Diegnan, a
lawyer, and Codey, an insurance bro-
ker, might have the $400k, but prob-
ably don’t want to spend it. Corzine
has the $400k and then some. One
financial report has the Governor earn-
ing $24 million per vear through in-
vestment income. Corzine could sim-
ply take 33% of this year’s income
($8 million) and establish an endow-
ment for the Rutgers Athletic pro-
gram. Eight million dollars at seven
percent will provide the athletic de-
partment with an annual income of
$560k.

More than enough!
HAROLD V. KANE

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Please be advised that the Observer will-no longer publish anonymous letters.

Letters may be submitted to the Observer, 1110 Hamifton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080, or fax 908-668-8819 or by email: spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline is Monday
5 p.m. Letters must be accompanied by a name and telephone number for verification. Please
fimit letters to no more than 200 words. We reserve the right to refuse a letter, to edit for clarity
or length, and to limit the number of letters submitted on the same subject.

HELP1

How to make your Kids mind

without lesing yours!

Where? Pilgrim Covenant Church 3121 Park Ave. South Plainfield

What? This will be a 6 week video series for parents with children
of any age. ;
There will also be classes for children preschool to 5th grade.

In this series, you will learn....

« Why kids misbehave

« How to discipline without giving in

- .How to build love, trust and respect in your child
- How to build a healthy self image in your child

4| (There will be a $10 fee for the cost of the workbook.)

| When? Starting Jan. 14th.

Time? Sundays 9:30 am.
&#| Please join us for Worship afterwards at 11am.
4 For more information call 908.756.2474

5
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 Milestones
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Army Private 2nd Class Brian
Spisso, Jr. has graduated from basic
military training at Fort Knox, Ky.

Spisso Graduates from Basic Training

During the nine weeks of training,
the soldier studied the Army mission,
history, tradition and core v;\luc;s, and
physical fitness. He also received in-
struction and practice in basic com-
bat skills, military weapons, chemical
warfare and bayonet training, drill and
ceremony, marching, rifle marksman-
ship, armed and unarmed combat,
map reading, field tactics, military
courtesy, military justice system, basic
first aid, foot marches and field train-
ing exercises. He completed the Ad-
vanced Individual Training (AIT) at
Fort Sill, Okla.

He is an active duty member of the
101st Airborne (Air Assault) Division
stationed at Fort Campbell, Ky.

Brian is a 2006 graduate of South
Plainfield High School. He is the son
of Brian and Vicki Spisso of South
Plainfield.

Petriello Inducted into Upsilon Gamma
Chapter of Phi Theta Kappa

Rosemary M. Petriello was inducted
into the Upsilon Gamma Chapter of
Phi Theta Kappa at Middlesex County
College on Nov. 15. Petriello, from
South Plainfield, is majoring in Jour-
nalism/Broadcasting, and is the daugh-
ter of Rocco and Rose DeCovolo of
Ventura, Calif.

Established in 1918 by two-year
college presidents, Phi Theta Kappa is
the oldest and most prestigious honor
society serving two-year colleges
around the world. The society serves
to recognize and encourage the aca-
demic achicvement of two-year col-
lege students and provide opportuni-
ties for individual growth and devel-
opment through honors, leadership
and service programming. Students

must rank in the top 20% of the class
to be invited to membership in Phi
Theta Kappa and must maintain high
academic standing during their enroll-
ment in the two-year college.

Phi Theta Kappa is the largest honor
society in American higher educaton
with more than 1.7 million members
and 1,100 chapters located in the
United States, United States territo-
ries, Canada and Germany. In 1929,
the American Association of Commu-
nity Colleges recognized Phi Theta
Kappa as the official honor society
for two-ycar colleges. The socicty
holds membership in the prestigious
Association of College Honor Soci-
eties as the general scholarship honor
society representing two-year colleges.

The Recycling Center on Ken-
neth Ave. will be closed on Tuesday,
Jan. 16, due to the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day holiday weekend. Re-
cycling will be open instead from
noon to 7 p.m. on Wednesday, Jan.
17. Both the Recycling Center and
the Yard Waste Site will be open as
usual 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Jan. 13.

Regular Recycling Drop-off Cen-
ter hours are 12 noon to 7 p.m. on

RECYCLING CENTER/YARD WASTE

Tuesdays and 8 am. to 3 p.m. on
Fridays and Saturdays. Regular win-
ter Yard Waste hours are 8 am. to 3
p-m. on Saturdays.

2007 Yard Waste Decals are avail-
able in the Municipal Clerk’s office
in Borough Hall, Monday through
Friday. Bring the registration of the
vehicle you will be using.

For updates, call the Recycling
Hotline at (908) 226-7620.

Pathak
Sl%h,LLP

Attorneys & Counsellors at Law

51 Cragwood Road, Suite 102
South Plainfield, N.J 07080

Phone: (908)769-7000
Facsimile: (908)769-7774
www.ps-legal.com

Catering
*2,3,4,5 &6 Foot Subs *

Assorted Sub & Sandwich Trays

~ FRESH SALADS -
Potato, Macaroni, Pasta & Coleslaw

HOMETOWN HEROS

340 Hamilton Blvd. So. Plainfield

i 9008-755-HERO (1376

Counseling for
School Children

(in your home) coping with
Divorcing Parents,
Asperger’s Syndrome,
ADHD, 504 Prep., etc.

RETIRED PRINCIPAL
732-549-1959

Kevin Dunbar, a former director
of recreation in South Plainfield,
moved to the city of Temple Ter-
race, Fla. in 1993.

From 1993 untl 1999 he was
the director of parks and recreation,
overseeing the renovation and con-
struction of a 55,000 sq. ft. facility
that included a new aquatic area and
tennis complex in Temple Terrace.

Kevin was hired by the City of
Clearwater in July of 1999, as direc-
tor of parks and recreation, provid-
ing community leisure services and
community involvement for the
110,000 citizens. With an annual
budget of $30 million, he secured
over $50 million in grant funding
for the department. The parks and
recreation department employs 221

(Lto R) Jim Flannery, Ralph Fech, Kevin Dunbar, former South Plainfield
recreation director, and Joe Kravetsky, enjoy the opening spring training
game between the Philadelphia Phillies and the New York Yankees.

Former Recreation Director
Enjoys Success in Florida

permanent employees.

In 2003, the department ac-
quired the Long Center facility, a
150,000 sq. ft. community com-
plex (renovated in 2006) and N.
Greenwood Recreation and Aquatic
complex, a 28,000 sq. ft. facility that
consists of two full size indoor bas-
ketball courts, teen center, fitness
center, meeting rooms and aquatic
center.

In 2005, Kevin was the lead per-
son in the dynamic, $34 million
Brighthouse Networks Field, home
to the Philadelphia Phillies spring
training and Clearwater Threshers.

Kevin and his wife, Cathy, have
three wonderful children, Travis, Kit
and Alex.

SPHS Offering
College Financing

Presentation

SPHS has scheduled the “Making
College Financial Planning Count”
program for parents of students in
grades nine through 12. This free, one-
hour presentation will be delivered to
parents at 7 p.m. on Jan. 16.

“Making College Financial Plan-
ning Count” is designed to help par-
ents gain an understanding of how
the college financing process works,
including options available to develop
a college funding strategy, how to plan
for and manage all college costs and
different types of financial aid avail-
able. Parents will learn how to send
their child to college without risking
their financial future.

“A student’s entry into higher edu-
cation after high school is a key transi-
tional period for both students and
parents alike,” said J.R. Cifani, vice
president of Monster’s Making It
Count Programs. “Our goal with
“Making College Financial Planning
Count” is to assist the parents by pro-
viding sound financial options and
solutions for the major investment
that a college education demands.”

Last year more than 500 high
schools across the country hosted the
seminar. On average, parents rated the
value of the ideas presented in the pro-
gram a nine on a 10-point scale. The
program is presented in conjunction
with Bank of America, one of the
nation’s leading providers of educa-
tion financing solutions and services
for students and their families.

Friends of the Woods Announces Winter Exhibits

The Nature Center at Highland
Woods Reserve has several exhibits on
display from January to April.

An exiubit of photographs by C.
Andrew Beagle capture the seasonal
changes and beauty of the 36-acre
nature reserve in. His color close-ups
of flowers and mushrooms reveal tiny
details tHat many eyes cannot see.

Tiny details are also brought out in
the exquisite Leaf Rubbing Collection
executed in the 1930s by Jay Scovro-
nek of South Plainfield. Jay, a self-
taught naturalist, also donated a col-
lection of rocks from around the
world. These rocks are in addition to a
sampling of “Rocks of New Jersey,”
16 fully-described specimens from
across the state. A video tape of how
rocks and minerals are formed is inte-
grated into the exhibit.

Winter Woods: what to look for
on your next woods walk gives walk-
ers an idea (and a checklist) of what to
observe in the winter landscape. “The
Animals of Highland Woods” is a vi-
sual display of the critters that live in
the nature reserve and the tracks they
make in the winter snows.

South Plainfield

ROBERTSON ESTATES

=l

Test your knowledge with the
“What am I?” Mystery Skulls and
Bones exhibit. A dozen specimens of
skulls, bones, teeth, skin and scales of
animals mostly found in Highland
Woods are on display in the Activity
Room. The twist? The visitor must
figure out what species they belong
to by using helpful clues.

The Nature Center is located at 115
Svlvania Pl. (off South Clinton Ave.).
Hours of operation are Saturdavs
from 1-3:30 p.m. The wais at High-
land Woods Reserve are open seven
days a week from sunup to sundown.

For more information, visit geo
cities.com/friendsothighlandwoods or
e-mail SPNatureTrails @cs.com.

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.

Saturday 10-11:30 a.m. and by appointiment

Weekdays Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 am; Mon. and Thurs. 7 p.m.
Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Holy Days 9 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m.

J

Starting at $599,900

iy Bt
The Monarch—$639,900
2,900 Square Feet

i

The Waverly—$669,900
3,178 Square Feet

The Courtland— $599,900
2,723 Square Feet

e 11 Lot Subdivision

* New Cul De Sac

* 2700 to 3200 Square Feet

* Choice of Models

* Superior Amentities Throughout
* Double Entry Foyers

¢ 4to 5 Bedroom

* 2.5 to 3 Bathrooms

* Full Basements

* Custom Designed Kitchen
o Luxurious Master Baths

For more details

CALL THE LACERDA TEAM

(908) 755-5300 Ext. 302
Cell (908) 578-1166

Moretti Realty

Website: Lacerdateam.com
. email: LacerdaA@morettirealty.com
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Rescue House of
Prayer Birthday

January 13

A 70th Birthday Breakfast Fellow-
ship for Irene Mayjette Southgate
Campbell, senior overseer and pastor
of the Rescue House of Prayer, Inc.
will be held'on Saturday, Jan. 13, at9
a.m. at the Sheraton Hotel in Edison.
Buffer price (does not include gift):
adults $23, children 4 -12, $12.

RSVP to (973) 372-9100, Co-
Pastor Anita Corrin Southgate-
Spaulding.

Blackrose to Perform
January 13

Blackrose, the band, playing classic
rock and roll and today’s hits, will be
performing at KC’s Korner, 100 Oak
Tree Ave. on Saturday, Jan. 13, at 10
p-m. No cover charge.

SP GOP Meeting
January 18

The regular monthly meeting of the
South Plainfield Republican Organi-
zation will be held on Thursday, Jan.
18, at 8 p.m. at Sherban’s Restau-
rant. All residents are invited to attend
and bring their concerns and com-
ments for a discussion on solutions
that could benefit South Plainfield.

Pancake Breakfast
January 21

American Legion Chaumont, 243

South Plainfield

SENIOR CENTER

Daily Events

(908) 754-1047

9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool

What's
happening in

JANUARY

The Senior Citizen’s Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 AM-12:30 PM

TUESDAY

Trip to Claridge, Atlantic City — January 18

Bus leaves the center at 9 a.m.

WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY

FRIDAY
12

Bingo
10am-2pm
Lunch Available

“I Do. 1 Do.” at Hunterdon Hills Playhouse

15

CENTER CLOSED
FOR MARTIN
LUTHER KING DAY

Ladies Social
Group 10am

Bingo 10am-2pm

January 25
1 6 Exercise Class 1
8:45am
Line Dancing 10am

Pathmark
Shopping 9 am
Practical Crafts 10am

Bingo
10am-2pm
Lunch Available

18 13

Computer Classes 10am | Computer Class

11:30am & 1 pm
Tai Chi Class 2pm

11am & 1pm
Claridge Trip 9am

TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SENIOR CITIZEN'S CENTER, VISIT THE CENTER.

Elks Steak Dinner

January 27

The South Plainfield Elks Lodge
#2298 invites members and the com-
munity to a steak dinner on Saturday,
Jan. 27, from 5 to 7 p.m. at The Elks
Lodge, 1254 New Market Ave. Cost
of the dinner is $15 and includes salad,
potato, vegetable and dessert. Cash bar.

Advance ticket purchase is recom-
mended. Please call (908) 668-9750
for more information.

Oak Tree Ave., is hosting a pancake
breakfast on Sunday, Jan. 21, from 8
a.m. to noon. Adules $5, children $3,
children under six free.

All profits go to scholarships.

AARP Meeting

January 22

AARP Chapter 4144 will hold a
meeting on Monday, Jan. 22, at 12:30
p.m. at the South Plainfield Senior
Center, 90 Maple Ave. Due to the
holiday, this is the fourth Monday.

Needlecrafters meet on Wednesdays
from 1-3 p.m. They knit for DYES
and Muhlenberg Hospital. To join call
Jean at (732) 752-0358.

Ponytail Parent
Meeting

January 23

We hope to see some new faces this
vear. You can make a difference, you
just need to show up. The next Par-
ents’ Ponytail Association Meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 23, begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. It will be held at the
PAL building located on Maple Ave.
Reminder: all meetings are held on
the fourth Tuesday of every month.

Visit our website at http://www.sp

ponytail.com.

Little Treasures Plans
Open House

March 10 and 11

Little Treasures Learning Center,
2177 Oak Tree Rd., will hold an Open
House on Saturday and Sunday,
March 10 and 11, from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m.

Little Treasures offers infant care
to kindergarten and summer camp
programs to fit the needs of children
ages six weeks to seven years.

Those interested are also invited to
meet the staff and visit the center for a
tour during normal operating hours
Monday-Friday, 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

For directions and additional infor-
mation, please call (908) 769-3224.

Senior Center Trip
March 12

The South Plainfield Senior Citi-
zen Center is planning a trip to Hunt-
erdon Hills Plavhouse on Monday,
March 12, to see “Catch Me If You
Can.” Tickets are $58 per person, in-
cluding transportation and dinner.
Menu includes fried shrimp and scal-
lops, roast loin of pork, yankee pot
roast, lemon pepper cod or lemon
chicken with mushroom.

Stop 1n the senior center to reserve
your tickets.

Scotch Plains Music Center

The All Inclusive Music Store
...NOT Resort.

YES NO
Music Lessons -
Professional Staff
All Accessories Drums Too!!
Guitars - Basses
All Wind Instruments
Sheet Music
Music Books

413 PARK AVENUE

YES NO
Rentals
Service
Free Parking
Friendly Help
Swimming Pool
Open Bar
Air Conditioning
Cable TV -

- 908-322-7542

4
v

— Out of Town —

Middlesex WOWSs

January 12

Middlesex East Widows or Widow-
ers will hold an open dance on Friday,
Jan. 12, from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. at
the American Legion Hall, 1155
Roosevelt Ave., Carteret. Live music
and refreshments. All are welcome.
Admission is $8 members, $10 guests.

For more information, call (732)
541-2174 or (908) 757-0515.

EVP Laugh It Up

January 12 & 13

Laugh It Up with two nights of
improv on Friday, Jan. 12, and Satur-
day, Jan. 13, at Edison Valley Play-
house, 2196 Oak Tree Rd. Showtime
both nights is 10 p.m. and admission
is $5.

For more information go to www.

evplayhouse.com or call us at (908)
755-4654.

Diocese Of

Metuchen Mass
January 14

The Diocese of Metuchen will cel-
ebrate a Mass for Racial Harmony on
Sunday, Jan. 14, at noon in Cathedral
of St. Francis of Assisi, Metuchen. The
Racial Harmony Mass is being spon-
sored by the Diocese’s Commission
for Black Catholic Ministry. A recep-
ton will follow the mass.

For information, call (732) 562-
1990, ext. 1630.

MLK Holiday Celebration

January 14

The New Jersey Martin Luther
King, Jr. Commemorative Commis-
sion will host its Annual King Holi-
day Celebration on Sunday; Jan. 14,
from 4 to 7 p.m. at Patriots Theater at
the War Memorial in Trenton. The
theme for the program is “One Love
One Dream.” The event is free and
open to the public.

Rahway Quilt Exhibit

January 14

The Arts Guild of Rahway presents
“The Naked Truth: Quiltea and Sewn
Figuratve Works and Nudes,” an art
exhibit of sewn/quilted works begins
Sunday, Jan. 14. There will be a re-
ception with the artists, open to the
general public from 1 to 4 p.m. Ad-
mussion is free and light refreshments
will be served.

For more information call the Arts
Guild at (732) 381-7511, by e-mail
at artsguild1670@verizon.net or visit
www.rahwavartsguild.org.

MCRCC Breakfast

January 16
Monthly opportunity for business
leaders to meet with legislators. Fea-
tured speaker, Middlesex County Free-
holder Director David B. Crabiel on
Taesday, Jan. 16, at 8 a.m. at Sheraton
Edison Hotel Raritan Center, 125
Raritan Center Pkwy. in Edison. Cost
1s $20 (breakfast included).
Contact Debbie, (732)821-1700,
ext. 202, or email Debbie@mcrcc.org.

Ostomy Association
Meeting

January 16

The Ostomy Association of Som-
erset County will hold their next meet-
ing on Tuesday, Jan. 16, at 7:30 p.m.
The meeting will be held in Confer-
ence Rooms C & D at Somerset Medi-
cal Center on Rehill Ave. in Somerville.

All are welcome to attend the meet-
ing. Refreshments will be served.

For further information, please
contact Ed Wheeler at (908) 534-
7897.

Girl Scouts Camp

Hoover Open House
January 17

Be sure to attend an open house
for Camp Lou Henry Hoover, the

resident camp of the Girl Scouts of
Washington Rock Council, on Wed-

nesday; Jan. 17, from 5-7:30 p.m. at
the GSWRC Service Center, 201
Grove St. East in Westfield.

Camp is open to girls entering grades
1-12, in the fall of 2007, and runs
from July 8-August 18 mostly in one-
week sessions.

For additional information on
Camp Hoover, call (908) 232-3236,
ext. 1213 or email Coleen Hay at
chay@gswrc.com.

CPR Courses
January 18 and 20

The Tri-County Chapter of the
American Red Cross is offering CPR
courses at the American Red Cross
offices as follows: Jan. 18 from 8:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. (standard first aid with
CPR/AED-Adult) and on Jan. 20
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. (first aid w/
CPR/AED-Adult, Child, Infant CPR)
at 16 Jefferson Ave. in Elizabeth.
Some or all portions of the course
may be taken.

Call (908) 756-6414, ext. 10, to
register or for more information.

CHAITS Adoption
Support Meeting

January 22

CHATS (Connected Hearts Adop-
tion Triad Support) will hold a meet-
ing on Monday, Jan. 22, from 7:15-
9:15 p.m. at Watchung Avenue Pres-
byterian Church, 170 Watchung Ave.
in North Plainfield. Open sharing of
adoption-related stories and light re-
freshments will follow.

For more information, call Alyce
at (732) 227-0607 or visit the website

at www.chatsnj.com.

Paper Mill “Summer

and Smoke”
Through February 11

“Summer and Smoke” will play
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Thursdays
at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., Fridays at 8
p.m., Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.
and Sundays at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
through Feb. 11. Single tickets are
now on sale and range in price from
$19 to $68. Student rush tickets are
$16 and are available the day of per-
formance in person with current stu-
dent ID.

Purchase tickets by calling (973)
376-4343, at the box office in Mill-
burn or online at www.papermill. org.
Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and Ameri-
can Express accepted.

Woodbridge WOWs

January 21

Woodbridge Widows Or Widow-
ers will hold an open dance on Sun-
day, Jan. 21, from 7:30-11:30 p.m.
at the Elks Hall, 665 Rahway Ave., in
Woodbridge. Refreshments. All are
welcome. Admission: $8 members,
$10 guests.

For more information, contact
Ron at (732) 819-9334 or Lois at
(908) 757-0515.

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

Theresa L. Conte PT

#

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

CARING FOR ALL TYPES OF INJURIES

RELIEF FROM PAIN

PHYSICAL THERAPY CENTER

MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

www.PhysicalTherapyCenters.com

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
908-668-1951

1110 HAMILTON BLVYD.

Lynne Glasser-Sward, P.1
Lic# QA02309

Medicare
Workers’ Comp
Auto

732-750-9286

1500 ST. GEORGES AVE.

WOODBRIDGE
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The South Plamfleld Busmess Assocnatlon recently held |ts hohday Iuncheon at Sherban s Dmer The annual
event was sponsored by Sherban’s owners, John Stellakis and Peter Ganiaris. Borough representatives joined
association members to hear details of a plan to merge the borough’s business directory (www. south
plainfield.com), with the SPBA online member directory (www.spba.biz) and the hard copy of the business
directory that is mailed annually. The SPBA can be contacted at (908) 757-8811 or at spba@comcast.net.

Grant Gets State-of-the Art Music Lab

Music teacher Tobie Baldwm w1th students Alex Dormck and Tommy Olah,
shows off the new computers and synthesizers in the music room.

nmm

Grant Elementary School was the
recipient of a generous donation of
computers to complete an MIDI
(Musical Instrument Digital Inter-
face) lab in the music room.

According to music teacher and or-
chestra director Tobie Baldwin, “It has
been a goal of the music department
to set up an MIDI lab since 2003.
We were able to order synthesizers and

SPHS Orientation
For Parents of
Eighth Grader

The High School has scheduled
an Orientation Program for the
parents of the Class of 2011 (cur-
rently in eighth grade).

The orientation is geared to par-
ents and will take place on Jan. 17
at 6:45 p.m. in Cafeteria A/B.

If there 1s inclement weather on
the that date, the orientation will
be rescheduled for Jan. 31.

The high school sdministration
looks forward to seeing you there!

WOM
Plowers & fmwy Foods

Brighten up someone’sday |
with a gourmet gift basket
orfloral arrangement i

i ;
. ‘1 2325 Plainfield Due. |
1 | SOUTH PLAINFIELD

| 1‘ (90B) 561-2808

software through the school, but we
just didn’t have enough computers in
the class to make it work. With the
budget so tight, we decided to see if
any members of the community
would be willing to donate comput-
ers.” Resident Mark Stasio was able to
donate five older computers last year
on behalf of his employer, Nomura
Securities, but they still needed more
for an entire class.

At Back to School nights, Baldwin
solicited parents for old computers
that weren’t being used, and this year
he hit the jackpot. Jerry Harris, who
had two children in Baldwin’s music

class, and his partner, David Spatz of

JerTex Computer Solutions on Park
Avenue, said that they had 10 com-
puters available and could they be
used. “When he delivered the com-
puters, it turned out to be 18 com-
plete computers, each with a key-
board, mouse and speakers,” ex-
claimed Baldwin. Jer-Tex specializes in
setting up and maintaining computer

networks and the donation was made
on behalf of their client, Ruprecht,
Hart & Weeks, LLP of Metuchen.
“Fellow music teachers Joan Stasio,
Mark Tweed and I are really excited
about having these computers avail-
able for our students,” said Baldwin.
“We are really appreciative of the do-
nation. There is a wealth of music soft-
ware available that allows students to
compose, arrange and record music,
as well as helps students learn abouit
music theory and history. If’s really
going to enhance the music experi-
ence at Grant School. Students are
already using technology in all other
aspects of their lives. We are trying to
tap into that and allow them to ex-
plore and create music in a more self-
directed and creative way. Integrating
this technology into the current cur-
riculum allows us to do both.”

My Gift to The World
by Paras Gheewala

I will give the world
vanilla ice cream and all
my toys.

Then I will give blue
8 ribbons to all my friends.

I want the world to
have a party and then go
to see a movie, maybe it
can be Scooby Doo 2.

I want the world to
have a balloon.

Mo's Salon welcomes
Nichole Codding,

4 Paul Mitchell
elassically trained
hair stylist, who has
worked with the

fop names in the
beauty industry.

908276958330

Nicole is available Tuesday-Saturday.
Call today for an appointment.

| 25 South Plainfield Ave.

By Sunnie Randolph

Thank you to all the library patrons
who brought cookies, cakes and candy
for the library staff over the hohdau
We appreciate the thoughtfulness.

The library will be closed on Mon-
day, Jan. 15, in celebration of Martin
Luther King Jr. Day. The library will
be open on Sunday, Jan. 14, from
1:30 to 5:00 p.m.

Thank you to everyone who bor-
rowed library materials from the li-
brary in 2006. The libr: ary’s circula-
ton increased approximsa ml\ 5% over
2005. The circulation of hbrar_\ ma-
terials was almost equal between the
adult and children’s materials. Sixty-
two percent of the circulation was
books, 36% was audiovisual materi-
als-DVDs, CDs, books on tape and
books on CD. Magazines accounted
for 2% of the overall circulation. At-
tendance at library programs has also
continued to increase. Over 8,000
people attended programs at the li-
brary in 2006. The request for inter-
hbrarv loans by library patrons has
also increased. There were over 2 ,000
requests by patrons to borrow items
from another library. The library
loaned over 1,200 items to other li-
braries.

Children’s programs for the week
of Jan. 15: Storytime and craft for
ages three and over is held on Tuesday,
10:30 a.m., Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
and Thursdav 1:15 p.m.; Time for
2’s and 3’ is held chmsda_v and
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. and Thursday

at 6:30 p.m.; Books ‘N Babies, for
children up to three years old, is held
on Friday, 10:30 a.m. If you have any
questions, please call the library and
ask for Miss Linda or Miss Mija.

It is winter even though it hasn’
felr like it some days. We usually ad-
vertise the use of the library’s Home-
bound Program when the weather is
either too hot or too cold. Sometimes
it is difficult for people to get to the
library, but did you know that the li-
brary can come to you? We deliver
books and other hbran materials to
individuals as well as assisted living fa-
cilities in South Plainfield. Any resi-
dent who is temporarily or perma-
nently homebound can receive deliv-
eries of books, books on tape/CD,
music CDs or DVD/videos from the
library. There is no charge for this ser-
vice. The library staff can arrange for
deliveries direct to you! Call (908)
754-7885 and ask for the library di-
rector.

Make a New Year’s resolution in
2007 to look at and use the library’s
website (www.southplainfied.lib.n;.
us). New additions to the website are
the genealogy databases Ancestry.com
and Heritage Quest. Also check out
DearReader.com for new books and
their online book club. NextReads
provides information on new and
older books. Listen to books on tape/
CD by downloading unabridged
books from the audio books link on
the library’s web page. Try the website
and give us your feedback.

Gheewala Named Junior Journalist

Third grader Paras Gheewala with
teacher, Margaret Celentano.

210 Warren St,
South Plainfield
3BR, 2FB Custom |

Ranch. Professionally |
landscaped ranch. |
Hardwood floors,
EIK w/oak cabinets.

Close to transportation.

Priced to sell

at $389,900.

ODFN HOUSE-210 WARREN ST.
Sunday, Jan. 14, 1-4 pm
SOUTH DIAINFIELD

VALENTINES DAY’S
SPECIAL

$2500 Bonus to Buyer if
Sold by Valentme s Day'

Paras Gheewala, third grader at
Roosevelt School | is this week’s win-
ner in the Junior ](mmaliﬂt contest.
His efforts have earned him dinner,
courtesy of Hometown Heros.

Students should submit their origi-
nal written works to their teachers,
school principal, Hometown Heros
on Hamilton Blvd. or the Observer
office at 1110 Hamilton Blvd.

Winners and their families will re-
ceive a catered dinner from Home-
town Heros and will be honored at a
year-end banquet in May of 2007.

For more information, call the Ob-
server at (908) 668-0010 or Home-
town Heros at (908) 755-4376.

@ Prudential
Rose REALTORS®

908-753-4450
 Rose Marie Pelton 659 Mountain Boulevard » Watchung, N
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Standing left to right behind Mayor Charles Butrico ar

Kathy Thomas, Dennis Cerami and Rob Bengivenga.

Butrico Takes Top Spot, Thomas Fills Vacated Seat

Charles E Butrico was sworn in as
the eighteenth Mayor of the Borough
of South Plainfield at Sunday’s an-
nual Reorganization Meeting at Bor-
ough Hall. Butrico is taking over the
office that was held by Dan Gallagher,
who served an unprecedented four
consecutive terms since the
borough’s incorporation in 1926.

Dignitaries attending the cer-
emony included Edison Mayor Jun
Choi, former South Plainfield Mayor
Jim Eckert; former councilmen,
Owen Kelly and Ed Kubala, Senator
Bob Smith and Middlesex County
Surrogate Kevin Hoagland, as well
as many borough employees.

After an invocation by Reverend

Charles Mingle, Butrico was sworn
in, along with Councilman Ray
Petronko for a third three-year term,
and newcomer Joe Scrudato, who
said enthusiastically, “I can’t wait to
get to work.”

Former Councilwoman Kathy
Thomas was appointed to fill
Butrico’s unexpired council term of
one year. Thomas was also ap-
pointed to the council in January of
2004 to fill the unexpired term of
former Councilman Jim Vokral, who
resigned mid-term. She also ran un-
successfully in 2005. Gallagher ad-
dressed the crowded courtroom and
expressed his thanks to everyone he
had worked with over the years. He

HOME TIP:

nstall a programmable thermostat to regulate the tempera-
ture while you're sleeping or away. Use space heaters in the
most-used rooms instead of paying more to heat the entire
house. Call me today and let me go to work for you.

AN
. E. A. Boniakowski Agency, Inc.
ERA 929 Washington Ave.,

Atwars There For vour Gr€N Brook, NJ 08812 ’ .

Direct Line: 732.529.0320 - Office: 732.968.0700

EMAIL: Brigitte.nowicki@era.com *» www.eabrealty.com

Brigitte Nowicki-Yefko

Licensed Realtor for 20 Years
NIAR Circle of Excellence Awand Winner

=

Hometown Raised

Jill M. Indyk

Attorney at Law

601 Montrose Avenue

South Plainfield

908-755-5041 Daily 9-5
Real Estate L.aw/Estate Planning/Municipal Court

Free Initial Consultation

Affordable Fees

Http://www.indyklaw.com

=" Twin City Pharmacy

Z—=AC Tel. (908) 755-7696 Fax (908) 755-6003
1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 (Next to Farmer's Market)

S F B FF N S AR e

Modern Pharmacy with Old Fashioned Values

Today’s

. . -

DME Provider for US Healthcare/AETNA

& CIGNA

Medicare and Medicaid Provider
Solaris In-Network DME Provider

MEDLINE
Rollator with

+ Ostomy Supplies inc. Hollister & Convatec

« Full Line of Diabetic & Wound Care Products
* Hospital Beds - Commodes

* Wheelchairs - Walkers

* Enteral Feeding Supplies & Supplements

Seat/Loop
Brake
399,%

REGIONAL HOSPICE PROVIDER

24 Hour Emergency Care Service - Free Delivery

e councilmembers Ray Petronko, Joe Scrudato, Matt Anesh,

expressed his intention to spend more
time with his family.

After adjourning the 2006 coun-
cil, the first order of business for Mayor
Butrico and the council was to present
plaques and certificates honoring
outgoing Councilman Bob Cusick,
who servéd two terms, and Dan
Gallagher, who served as a council-
man for seven yvears before being
elected mayor in 1990. Pat Diegnan
was appointed as the borough attor-
ney and Councilman Dennis Cerami

was nominated, and again appointed,
as council president. Mayor Butrico
addressed the council and audience,
and the appointment of members to
the various town boards and com-
mittees were announced and sworn
in for the year 2007.

In closing, Councilman Matt
Anesh spoke on behalf of the Re-
publican Party saying, “For myself
and Councilman Bengivenga, we are
both optimistic about working with
Mayor Butrico, someone who we

Cuncil President Dennis Cerami swears in Charlie Butrico as South Plainfield
Mayor as family members look on..

believe will see the benefits that bi-
partisanship and teamwork can bring
to the council. Charlie, I hope you
will see Rob and me as teammates
who look forward to working with
vou. There will be times when we
disagree, but as elected officials we
should never shy away from sincere
disagreement. It is open discussions
and honest differences that make our
governing body stronger. We are
optimistic about what can be accom-.
plished by new leadership.”

Gallagher Bids Farewell

January 1983, 24 vears ago, I took
the oath of office as a member of the
borough council. I renewed that oath
twice more as a council member and
four times as your mayor. It has been
an exciting, enjoyable and rewarding
experience for me and I thank the resi-
dents of South Plainfield for the trust
they placed in me.

Realizing the extent of the time re-
quired; time away from home and
family; I immediately became aware
of how fortunate and blessed I was.
My son, Dan, served as a member of
the Board of Adjustment; my son,
Michael, as a member of the South
Plainfield Volunteer Fire Department,
currently holding the rank of lieuten-
ant and my wife, Marion, a member
of the ladies auxiliary of the rescue
squad, and a position she holds today
as a member of the Public Celebra-
tions Committee. I thank you all for
your love, your support and under-
standing.

To the mayors I have served with,
Mike English and Mike Woskey; the
clerks, Bill DeSabato, Jim Eckert and
Vin Buttiglieri; the chiefs of police,
Fred Boosman, Tem Boyle, John
Muller, Steven Merkler, Bob Merkler
and John Ferraro; chiefs of the fire

department, John Cotone, John Mo-
charski, Joe Abbruzzese and Larry
DelNegro; past presidents of the
squad, the borough employees and
department heads and most impor-
tantly, our volunteers, I thank you
for your service to our borough.
Working together we have accom-
plished great things. The many road
projects, upgrading and expanding
our parks, Spring Lake Park, open
space preservation, Highland Woods,
senior housing, senior recreation cen-
ter, PAL expansion, Veterans Park,
Monument Park, Firefighter Memo-
rial Park, Bureau of Fire Prevention,
Office of Emergency Management
with our emergency operations cen-
ter, director of our senior center, recy-

cling and environmental coordinator. .

“So many people-oriented programs
and activities successfully imple-
mented to enhance the quality of life
for our residents and I assure you there
is much more to come. I mention
these accomplishments not in any way
to claim credit, but to thank you for
allowing me to be a part of it all.

My decision not to seek re-election
was not an easy one, for I will miss
you. I will miss what most refer to as
a problem where I saw challenges and

You deserve il... take a |
mini vacation wih Marty. [

5 ore always treated like one o

O\
oy @

A

“The Manicure”

Choose “Hot Oil" manicure,
complete with hand & arm
massage OR “Paraffin Dip”
& regular manicure-$16
(Seniors $15 « Paraffin Dip Only-$7)

307 Oak Tree Ave.

908-668-8397

Flexible hours to suit your needs
Open Wednesday-Saturday

Gt Cortificatos Ausilable

“The Facial”
Includes skin analysis,
cleansing, hot towels, steam,
peel, extraction, face massage,
decollete & mask—customized
to the client’s needs-$50

(No hidden costs.)

Coming Soon.
HOUSE CALLS

opportunities to bring about change.
I will miss meeting with residents, lis-
tening to their concerns and asking
for their opinions. I will miss respond-
ing to alarms to observe, to learn, to
help emergency management, the fire
department, police department and
the rescue squad, to each of you, you
will always be in my thoughts, my
heart and my prayers. I wish you con-
tinued success and safe return after
each call. But there are reasons which
immediately told me that I needed
more time. Reasons I could not de-
bate or reconsider and I tried: my
grandsons Daniel, Brian, Jake, Brad,;
my daughter-in-law; Linda, my son
Dan, daughter-in-law Kim and my
son, Michael, I thank you for all the
help you have given throughout the
years.

To Pat and Anita Diegnan: words
cannot express my feelings of grati-
tude to you both as mentors, friends
and extended family. I sincerely ap-
preciate all you have done.

Mike and Linda Zushma: I thank
you for all your services to the bor-
ough.

I leave you now and become one
of the most cherished, desired and re-
spected individuals known as an
American private citizen. I hope and

ing my work. I promise you that at all
times I did what I believed to be best
for the borough and people of South
Plainfield.

I ask that almighty God bless you
as he has blessed me, Marion and our
family. With a sincere and deep feeling
of gratitude, I thank you.

Daniel ]. Gallagher
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Thank you for joining us today in
this celebration of our American free-
doms. Words cannot capture the emo-
tions that I feel upon taking the oath
for mayor of the town I was born
and raised in. Only in America can a
young boy or girl tell his or her play-
mates, I am going to grow up to be
mayor and actually have that dream
come true. In South Plainfield when
you say “Mayor” you think Dan

“Gallagher. For sixteen years, the long-
est tenure of anyone in the history of
the borough, Mayor Gallagher made
us proud. He never saw a problem
that couldn’t be solved and the proof
of his vision and ability is all around
us. Hadley Rd. looked like a moon
crater, Dan Gallagher said lets fix it.
South Plainfield needed senior hous-
ing and a senior center, Mayor Galla-
gher said lets build them. Our parks
and playgrounds were neglected, there
was no open space program, debt was
accumulating at an alarming rate and
tax increases were an annual event with
nothing to show for them, Mayor
Gallagher didn’t throw up his-arms in
despair, he said lets get to work. Be-
cause of Dan Gallagher, South Plain-
field 1s the model of fiscal responsibil-
ity with the lowest annual municipal
tax increase of any town in Middlesex
County for the last decade and our
debt has been cut in half, However
the thing that has always been closest
to Danny’s heart has been public
safety. Because of the mayor’s leader-
ship South Plainfield has the finest and
best equipped fire department, police
department, rescue squad and emer-
gency management department in the
State of New Jersey. Simply stated,
every aspect of life in this great bor-
ough has been enhanced because we
were blessed to have Dan Gallagher at
the helm of our borough for 16 years.
Mr. Mayor, on behalf of every resi-
dent of South Plainfield, I thank you
for your leadership. We will be for-
ever grateful.

I also want to thank Councilman
Bob Cusick for his six years of service
on the Borough Council. Bob em-
bodies the best of a public servant.
He has never sought publicity or rec-

Mayor’s Annual Address

ognition. From his first day on the
council he always simply said “Just
tell me what needs to be done and
let’s do it.” As Chair of Public Works
for five years and Administration and
Finance last year, Bob is respected by
every employee of this borough as a
straight talker who only wants to do
the right thing for our taxpayers. Bob,
thank you for your honesty and hard
work. It has been a pleasure to work
with you.

Welcome to Councilmember Joe
Scrudato and welcome back to
Councilmembers Ray Petronko and
Kathy Thomas. Today you have
achieved the highest title that anyone
can obtain in a democracy, that of
“public servant.” I know that you will
always remember that you are a repre-
sentative of the people and your goal
must be to do your best and to never
abuse that trust.

Two thousand and six was a year of
unparalleled achievement for South
Plainfield. Improvements were made
in more areas than at any time in our
history. Above all the highlights of
2006 was the completion of Phase I
of the Hamilton Blvd. project. After
years of discussion we have begun to
address the daunting problem of traf-
fic in our borough. You can already
see the results. With the additional
turning lanes and traffic signals at Ryan
St. and St. Nicholas Ave. traffic is
moving much more efficiently. Equal-
ly as important is the positive impact
of the beautiful decorative lighting
and paving. What a difference com-
ing onto Hamilton Blvd. from the
mess it was just over a year ago. The
widening of Durham Ave. to four
lanes 1s complete and the additional
turning lane on the exit ramp off
Route 287 is almost done. When all
of these are completed traffic can move
smoothly all the way from the 287
ramp up to St. Nicholas Ave. where
trucks are required to exit. And speak-

From Charles Butrico

ing of truck traffic, in November, the
New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation approved the truck ban on
Hamilton Blvd. and Belmont Ave. and
what a difference it has made to those
of us who live off the boulevard.
Thank you to our hometown Free-
holder John Pulomena and our home-
town Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan
for obtaining county and state funds
for these projects which, when fin-
ished, will total over 12 million dol-
lars.

As we enter 2007, I can honestly
say the best.1s yet to come in South
Plainfield.

First let’s talk about traffic: Hamil-
ton Blvd. Phase I is complete and
Phase 1l is now underway. Of course
as with any road project, the prefa-
tory work takes the most time. New
storm sewers and relocation of utili-
ties will take several months and the
actual road widening and construc-
tion will begin in the late spring. When
completed Hamilton Blvd. will be
four lanes from the intersection with
Durham Ave. all the way to Stelton
Rd. In addition a traffic light will be
installed at the intersection of South
Clinton Ave. along with turning lanes.
This improvement will greatly en-
hance traffic flow and encourage
trucks to use South Clinton Ave. I
also propose that we install a traffic
light at the intersection of South
Clinton Ave. and St. Nicholas Ave.
Now that trucks are required to use
St. Nicholas there is a backup at South
Clinton. Installing a traffic signal will
eliminate this problem. In addition
we will be widening the intersection
of South Clinton Ave. and New Mar-
ket Ave. as well as Metuchen Rd. and
Belmont Ave. in the spring so that
trucks can better navigate these turns.
Most importantly we have acquired
the three buildings next to the Hamil-
ton Blvd. Industrial Complex which
will be demolished in the next couple

Republican Response to Mayor’s Address

by Councilman Matthew Anesh

The beginning of a new year is a
time for optimism. It’s a time to re-
flect on the gains of the past and a
time to envision what we can strive
for in the days to come. It’s a time to
celebrate victories, learn from defeats,
and move forward together.

It’s fitting that we swear in a new
mayor in the beginning of a new vear,
a time when people typically look
forward. I know for myself and for
€ouncilman Bengivenga, we are both
optimistic about working with Mayor
Butrico, someone we hope will see
the benefits that bipartisan teamwork
can bring the council.

In working with the new mayor
and the council majority; there will be
times when we disagree, but as elected
officials we should never shy away
from sincere disagreement. It is open
discussion and honest differences that
make our governing body stronger,
not weaker. It’s when we sacrifice our
opinions and beliefs that we do a dis-
service to those who elected us.

In looking forward, Councilman
Bengivenga and I are optimistic about
what can be accomplished. Yet reality
must temper that optimism. There’s
much that needs mending due to years
of neglect. The Republican members
of the council join our counterparts
in celebrating all that makes South
Plainfield a special place: its sense of
community, its fine schools, and its
abundant tireless volunteers. South
Plainfield has much to be proud of.

But at the same
time, we should
not overlook our
challenges. Our
town still faces in-
creasingly difficule
issues, issues like
overdevelop-
ment, the need for
ethics reform, in-
creased spending,
and most impor-
tantly, ever-climb-
INg taxes. ‘

Overdevelop-
ment is the single-biggest problem we
face. South Plainfield needs a plan to
tackle overdevelopment, something
other towns have already started do-
ing. For instance, an article in last
week’s Courier News explained how
some towns are using lot width as a
means of controlling overbuilding.
Still others are using floor area ratio
to achieve the same end. Let’s make
this the year that South Plainfield fi-
nally faces overdevelopment head on.

In the same vein, we need to ensure
confidence in municipal government
by reforming ethical standards and
eliminating conflicts of interest. These
include things like enacting a devel-
oper disclosure ordinance and by en-
acting real pay-to-play reform. Expe-
rience has shown that the measure en-
acted by the Democrats last year is
woefully inadequate. The same con-
tractors who donate to the Demo-
cratic Party are receiving the same con-
tracts in return.

Rob Bengivenga & Matthew Anesh

Finally, we need to be
sure we are on solid fis-
cal footing. Over the
past two years taxes,
spending, and borrow-
ing all have risen. In
fact, in just two years,
the municipal part of
the tax bill has climbed
16%, which is more
than three umes the rate
of inflation. While
bringing back fiscal in-
tegrity i1$ our most
daunting challenge, it's
one we must address. Controlling
costs through increased competition
for contracts is one method for deal-
ing with escalating costs for profes-
sional services. Controlling adminis-
trative costs by eliminating patron-
age jobs is another.

Republicans, just like Democrats,
don’t have all the answers. But we hope
the mayor and the entire council can
find a way to work together to ensure
all ideas, critiques, and suggestions can
be examined so that both parties, to-
gether, can seck to build a better South
Plainfield.

In closing, I want to wish our new
mayor and the two new members of
the council well. Both Rob and I look
forward to working with the entire
council in 2007. As members of the
minority party, we hope we can chal-
lenge this body to better serve us all.

Here’s to 2007 being a year of
health, happiness and progress for the
people of South Plainfield.

of months. We are negotiating with
the owner of the Industrial Complex
to obtain the property to extend New
Market Ave. straight across Hamilton
Blvd. By this time next vear that
project will be completed. 1 couldn’t
be prouder of being able to accom-
plish every part of this detailed traffic
plan which was unveiled last year. It
has come to be known as “Charlie
Butrico’s Traffic Plan” but in all hon-
esty it took years to develop and Coun-
cil members Cerami, Thomas, Cusick
and, of course, Mayor Gallagher de-
serve to share in the credit.

Let’s talk about the Helen St. ex-
tension. With all humility, no one has
worked harder to see this project com-
pleted than me. I estimate that I have
spent over 1,000 hours working with
the experts and the state and Federal
agencies to move the project along.
It's difficult because of the pristine

wetlands that are affected. Its not that

the N.J. DEP and DOT don’t want
to work with us, just the opposite is
true. Assembly Diegnan has arranged
numerous meetings with the commis-
sioners of both departments. This is a
Federally funded project, which re-
quires that every environmental issue
be addressed as we proceed. Of course
it’s frustrating and I know it will come
up in every election campaign by
those who choose to mistake the facts
for political gain. I have never denied
that it will take time. It won’t be done
this year and it may not be completed
for another decade but as long as I am
your mayor we will not give up on
Helen St. T particularly want to thank
Debbie Boyle and Jane Dornick for
their efforts in garnering citizen sup-
port for the project.

Next let’s talk about open space.
Opver the last decade we have perma-
nently preserved over 100 acres from
development. We have just acquired
the old bus lot on New Market Ave.
and will be demolishing the buildings
in the spring. I direct Council mem-
ber Petronko and the Recreation
Commission to evaluate adding that
parcel to the recreation complex on
Pitt St. We will be preserving six acres
across from the Elks Lodge on New
Market Ave. which will be annexed to
the Highland Woods Environmental
Preserve. I ask Dr. Temple, our envi-
ronmental officer, to examine the fea-
sibility of making another entrance
to the preserve at that location. I be-
lieve it would enhance the facility.
Middlesex County is also negotiating
with the owners of Halls Trucking to
obtain the property they own on Oak
Tree Ave. which was formerly the
WERA facility. I encourage Halls to
work with them to make this open
space. We will also be preserving ap-
proximately 20 acres on Metuchen
Rd. near the Edison border. All of these
open space acquisitions were financed
through the Middlesex County Open
Space Fund with the invaluable assis-
tance of our hometown freeholder,
John Pulomena.

Next I want to address infrastruc-
ture improvements. Council member
Thomas and the library board have
done an outstanding job working
with the architect to design a state of
the art library which will be aestheti-
cally pleasing, functional and within
budget. We will be putting the financ-
ing in place within the next few
months and then going out to bid.
Construction will be underway by late
summer. We are also working closely
with the USEPA to begin the demoli-
tion of the buildings at the old Cornell
Dubilier site, That project will begin

"CHARLES BUTRICO
WAYOR :

Mayor Charles Butrico

soon and will dramatically improve
the appearance of that area of town.
Of course, we will continue to up-
grade our parks, recreational facilities
and senior services this year and we
will again join with the county to mill
and top six additional roads on a pay-
as-you-go basis.

Now let’s talk taxes. Through hard
work this governing body has the best
record in Middlesex County for keep-
ing the municipal portion of prop-
erty taxes under control. We just
adopted a budget that included a three
percent increase in expenses as a result
of increased health care costs and pen-
sion costs. Just as it’s difficult to keep
your houschold expenses flat, it 1s
equally difficult for the borough. But
none of us are satisfied. As you may
know, we made a campaign promise
that there would not be a municipal
tax increase this year. I expect to keep
that promise. Councilmember Tho-
mas and members of the Administra-
tion and Finance Committee get to
work. It won’t be easy but if we work
together we can accomplish this goal.

Finally let’s talk ethics. T am proud
that we passed the toughest pay-to-
play ordinance in the state last year.
To expand on that I would like to
make it a requirement for every per-
son running for public office to be
required to fill out a campaign disclo-
sure form. By state law every elected
or appointed official is required to
complete a financial disclosure state-
ment each year. This is a very simple
one page document that lists the
source of income of the individual
and spouse, and their financial hold-
ings including real estate. I think the
residents of this town have the right to
know about potential conflicts be-
fore they vote for a candidate for pub-
lic office. I am directing the borough
artorney to draft an ordinance requir-
ing that any candidate for mayor or
council must complete the identical
disclosure statement that they are re-
quired to fill out after election. It will
then be posted on the official bor-
ough website. This simple step will
disclose any potential conflicts of in-
terest. Let’s once again have South
Plainfield lead the way on setting the
standard for ethics in government.

As you can see, 2007 promises to
be a challenging, exciting and fulfill-
ing year. Now its time to get to work.

On a personal note, I want to thank
my wife Sherry and my daughters
Dana, Kristie and Michelle, my mom
and my brothers, my in-laws, neph-
ews and nieces and the rest of my ex-
tended family for joining me today.
Nothing is more important to me than
my family. There is one person who is
not here in body but is definitely here
in spirit. I know he is looking down
on us and beaming with joy. Thanks
Dad for making me the man that I
am. I promise I will do my best to
make you proud.

Thank you all for coming and may
God bless you and your families in
the new year.

For Profiles of Borough Council members

and appointments, see the January 19 issue.
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WRESTLING By Bob Hunter

SPHS Tigers Handle Perth Amboy

After the trip to the Clash, the Ti-
gers did not have much time to mend
their wounds with the start of the GMC
Red Division schedule.

Upon arriving to a packed Perth
Amboy gym, the Tigers did not seem
phased by the loud and vocal crowd.
With the match starting at heavyweight
with Rocco Petriello, who was hang-
ing tough before getring caught and
pinned as the home crowd went wild.
But that was short lived after Nick
Heilmann 103 pinned Herberto
Quintana at 3:33.

Patrick Hunter 112 wasted little
tme putting Westly Mullins-Fredrick
to his back and in the course of the
move he was injured and could not

SPHS BOWLING

By Ralph Fech

continue.

After giving up a fall ar 119, Nick
Pauls 125 fell behind early but battled
back and with 10 seconds left he scored
a takedown and pulled out an §-7
decision.

The Tigers then reeled off four
straight wins. Bryan Hunt 130 pinned
Edwin Arocho at 1:57, and Billy
Ashnault 135 scored a technical fall
over Josey Morales 17-0. Nick Dorey
140 followed suit with a tech fall 6-1

over Jonathan Soto. Mike Jakubik 145
then pinned Danny Dominguez at
0:42. Nick Vallone 152 then dropped
adecision 10-5. Mark Wagner 160 got
the Tigers going again with a tech fall
22-6 over Tom Skibo. Danny Pom-
pilio 171 won by decision 3-1 over
Shaun Lockwood. Jonathan Conroy
189 ended the Tiger scoring with a fall
at 3:23 over Billy Rodriguez. Final
score: South Plainfield 51, Perth
Amboy 19.

Rec Wrestlers Young, But Tough

The South Plainfield Recreation
Wrestling Team has a blend of expeni-
ence and inexperience this year, which
should provide fans with some very

Lady Tigers Trounce Sayreville and
Sweep New Brunswick, Kukuch (214)

SPHS
Sayreville

672
712

794
619

791-2,257
672-2,003

A solid team effort enabled the girls bowling team to trounce Sayreville and
boots its record to 5 wins against 3 losses. The Tigers were led by Jackie
Kukuch’s 214 high game and 526 set. Also scoring well for the green and white
with solid sets were Katie Yon 481 and Gina Curcio 478. Lyndsey Murtagh
added a 164 game and 442 set.

SPHS
New Brunswick

643
538

644
635

809-2,076
597-1,776

After a slow start the girls bowling team racked up a shutout victory over
New Brunswick. The Lady Tigers were led by Jackie Kukuch’s solid 165-152-
169 games for a 486 set and Kate Yon’s high 210 game and 480 set. Gina
Curcio chipped in with a 167 game. The record now stands at 6 and 3.

Tigers Pummel New Brunswick
But Edged By Unbeaten Sayreville

SPHS
Sayreville

886
1,058

973
1,070

1,047-2,906
872-3,000

Undefeated Sayreville held on as they defeated the boys bowling team with-
standing a fierce rally the Tigers. Mike Dandola’s 230 game and 610 set paced
the spirited Tigers. Ryan Pauls added 229-601. Also scoring well were Chris
Esposito 203-220, Robert Parillo 205-202 and Tim Moskal 209.

SPHS
New Brunswick

917
731

856
695

844-2,617
752-2,178

The Tigers never looked back as Mike Dandola powered the boys bowling
team to a three-game sweep over New Brunswick as he fired games of 222-
235-203 for a high 649 set. The Tigers evened their record at 4 wins, 4 losses
and 2 tes.

Charlie and Debbie Kurland of Hometown Heros deliver dinner

to Junior Journalist winner Pablo Gonzalez, pictured here with
brothers Jesus and Milton Jr., and his mom, Georginna, and
Jather, Milton.

exciting matches.

In the opening match of the year,
the Junior Tigers squared off against
league rival, Bridgewater. After losing
the first six bouts of the match, it did
not look good for the young Tigers
until Joe Jakubik 70 got things go-
ing when he scored a major decision
over Bryan Mutie 8-0. Anthony
Ashnault 73 kept things going with a
fall at 1:14 over Billy Murphy. Joe
Pellegrino 77 took early control and
cruised to a 10-0 major decision over
Brad Meyers. Dylan Painton 80 then
won by decision over Ed Diaz 7-0.

With the score 22-17 the Tigers
continued the comeback when Troy
Heilmann 85 pinned Jon Eobich in
0:17 to give the Tigers the first lead of
the match 23-22. Ray Jazikoff 90
then won by forfeit. Corey Stasenko
102 scored the last team points of the
evening when heé scored a major deci-
sion 13-0.

Also wrestling were Jacob Painton
50, Mike Marrero 53, Troy Davisson
57, Joe Penyak 60, Ryan Walsh 63,
Dan Hedden 67, Nick Graves 95 and
Steven Vincent 110. The final score
was Bridgewater 34, Tigers 33.

Next up for the Tigers was the
Flemington Elks. The Tigers got on
the board early when Jake Hoffman
53 pinned Ryan Cathcent at 0:41.
Troy Davisson 57 followed with an-
other fall at 0:48 over Kevin Cook.
Ryan Walsh 63 won by forfeit.

The Tigers dropped the next two
bouts and trailed 19-18 until An-
thony Ashnault 73 pinned Brian Cook
at 0:21 to regain the lead.

The Tigers then turned it on with
Joe Pellegrino 77 and Dylan Painton
80 each scoring falls. Troy Heilmann
85 then won by major decision 10-1,
but that was the bout the Tigers
would win.

Also wrestling tough were Jacob
Painton 50, Joe Penyak 60, Dan Hed-

den 67, Joc Jakubik 70, Ray Jazikoft

90, Nick Graves 95, Steven Vincent
102 and Dan Grover 110. Final
score: Flemington 42, Tigers 40.

WRESTLING SCHEDULE

See next week's issue for SPHS,
Middle School and Rec Wrestling.

The girls and boys competitive
teams from Henderson’s Gymnastics
Academy in Edison attended the third
annual gymnastics meet held at the
College of William and Mary in Vir-
ginia. This event hosts 350 girls and
boys competing and approximately
600-800 spectators.

The meet is held in honor of Astro-
naut Dave Brown who was a gym-
nast at the college, but was among
one of the heroes who tragically per-
ished in the Columbia Shuttle disas-
ter.

This all day multi-level event was
held the weekend of Dec. 15 at the
Campus Hall in Williamsburg, Va.

Seven of the competitors were from
South Plainfield. The boys’ team
(Henderson’s Eagles) and the girls’
team (La Gymnastique) were able to
watch each other as it is one of the few
meets that combine girls and boys. It
was a nice change for the teams. The
support they gave to one another from
as early as 8 a.m. up until the last com-
petition at 9 p.m. led to a great ac-
complishment.

Competing for the Henderson
Eagles boys’ team from South Plain-
field were John Sottiriou, a level 6
gymnast, and Phil Longo, a level 8
gymnast. John Sottiriou finished fifth
place in the all-around competition
for level 6 in his age group, and Philip
Longo finished fourth place in the all-
around competition for the level 8
team in his age group.

(Bottom left to right) John Sottiriou, Phil Longo, Nicole Sottiriou, Danielle
DeVizio, Gianna Marcovrecchio, Gina Longo and Alexis Alba.

Local Gymnasts “Impress”
Judges in Virginia!

Competing for the girls from South
Plainfield were Danielle DeVizio, Gian-
na Marcovecchio and Nicole Sottiri-
ou. Level 5 gymnast Danielle DeViz-
10 received first place in the all-around
competition, followed by friend and
teammate Gianna Marcovecchio, who
received second place in the all-around
for her age group. Nicole Sottiriou, a
level 6 gymnast, also received first
place in the all-around competition
for her age group. Each of the level 5
and 6 teams total scores won them
both second place team trophies!

Last to compete that night from
South Plainfield were the level 8 gym-
nasts.

Alexis Alba and Gina Longo were
able to keep the winning streak go-
ing. Alexis Alba received first place in
the all-around competition followed
by friend and teammate Gina Longo,
who took second place in the all-
around, respectively for their age
groups. The night ended with another
second place team trophy for the level
8 team!

All trophies are proudly displayed
at their gym. The girls and boys had
nearly flawless routines on every event.
The Henderson’s group left such a
great impression on the judges that
they expressed it to their coaches, con-
gratulating them for outstanding per-
formances—-not only well done-but
well deserving of their titles! Congratu-
lations to all gymnasts!

~Submitted by Bettina DeVizio

There's a New Lawyer in Tawn

=100 Front Street = South Plainfield =
Corner of Maple and Front Street

(308) 756-2173; Daily 3-5
Evenings & Saturdays By Appoirtment
® Abogada Hispana ® Todos Asuntos Legales »
Real Estate Purchase/Sale Business ® Bus. Formation ® Municipal Court
Tickets=Drugs/0WI=Divarce=Child Suppart=Wark-Kelated Injury=SST

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A QUALITY,
PRE-OWNED VEHICLE?

We guarantee’the lowest price’on
our quality, pre-owned vehicles. I
OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702

3201 Hamilton Blivd. So Plainfield

Our Lady Of Czestochowa
R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

NEW MASS SCHEDULE

Daily at 8am except Wednesdays
(908) 756-1333

| Tues-Miraculous Medal Novena followed by Mass J

i —= : ,
Weckend Schedule: Saturday evenings 4:30pm|
Sunday mormings Sam and 11am ‘
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THE END OF AN ERA

(Continued from page 1)

will miss such as daily contact with
residents, hearing their concerns and
opinions, input to the future of the
borough’s development, finance and
management and performing wed-
dings.

Municipal Clerk Vinnie Buttiglieri
said, “I have had the immense honor
of working with and for Dan Galla-
gher for the past 12 years and I can
unequivocally say that improving the
lives of the residents and businesses of
the borough has been Dan’s only
motivation. With no disrespect to all
those who have come before him or
who will come after him, when the
history of South Plainfield is com-
plete, I believe that Dan Gallagher will
be remembered as South Plainfield’s
greatest Mayor.”

~ Another long time friend and as-

sociate, Court Administrator Pat
Vargo, said, “Dan Gallagher, a man I
am proud to call mayor; a mayor who
has always respected and been sup-
portive of our court system.”

Noting his proudest accomplish-
ments was difficult for Dan. After
much consideration he listed the se-
nior housing and Senior Center, en-
hancements of all of the borough
parks, the road program, open space
program, and the financial manage-
ment of the borough. One of his most
memorable moments was the decision
to preserve open space. He is also ex-
tremely proud of our great police de-
partment, voluntecr fire department
and rescue squad.

The praise was returned by Police

Chief John Ferarro: “Mayor Dan
Gallagher has served the borough on
the foundation of doing what is best
for the town. He has respected the
police department and the authority
and decisions of the chief”s office. He
has always been a man of his word.
He has set the mark high for all who
succeed him. Whenever I have advised
him of a serious incident, crime o situ-
ation, he has provided the support and
resources to get the job done. His lead-
ership encourages a true team ap-
proach in dealing with the issues.
Mayor Gallagher has served the bor-
ough well with no personal agenda
other than to improve the quality of
life in thig town.”

In addition to retiring as mayor,
Dan also recently retired from Verizon
where he served as an account execu-
tive. He had 37 years of experience in
telecommunications and was person-
ally responsible for interacting with
various levels of state, county and lo-
cal government. The last three years
he has served as a Traffic Specialist for
the N.J. Turnpike and Garden State
Parkway. Son Michael said, “For more
than half of my life I've had the op-
portunity to watch my father serve
the people of South Plainfield. Its
good to have him home!”

Dan may no longer be in office,
but the town has not seen the last of
him. Dan said, “The people and the
borough have done so much for me
and my family I cannot just say thank
vou and leave. I have requested to be
appointed to the Borough Planning
Board and Mayor-elect [Butrico| has

agreed. I have also requested an ap-
pointment as a [volunteer] Deputy
Coordinator for Emergency Manage-
ment with Mike Zushma. I would like
some involvement with the Public
Celebrations Committee for the La-
bor Day parade. My wife will con-
tinue as a member of the Rescue Squad
Ladies Auxiliary and as a long time
member of the Public Celebrations
Committee. My son, Michael, serves
as a member of the volunteer fire de-
partment [currently holding the rank
of lieutenant]. As for me, wherever I
can be of service.”

State Assemblyman Patrick Di¢g-
nan summed up the man, the job and
the mark he has left on South Plain-
field with these words:

“In the entire history of South
Plainfield, no single individual has had
more of a positive impact than Mayor
Gallagher. To paraphrase a poet: ‘oth-
ers see things as they are and say why,
others dream dreams that never were
and say why not?” Danny never saw a
problem that couldn’t be solved.
Whether it was building senior hous-
ing, or the senior recreation center, or
improving the PAL and our recre-
ational facilities, or preserving open
space, Dan Gallagher was never in-
timidated from completing the task.
When shortsighted people said it
couldn’t be done, he replied “‘Why
not?’ and got to work. It has been an
honor to work with him over the last
23 years and it is a privilege to be his
friend. Mayor Gallagher will be
missed.”

Above, former Mayor Dan Gallagher holds one of his grandsons on his lap.

Below, members of Gallagher's family say “The Pledge of Allegiance”
during the Reorganization meeting held on Jan. 7.

LEGALNOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS the Borough of South Plainfield
requires the services of a licensed appraisal
company for the year 2007; and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contracts Law
(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the
contracts as “Professional Services” without
competitive bidding must be publicly
advertised:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plainfield as follows:

1. This Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with
Fleming White Appraisals.

2. This contract is being awarded pursuant to a
fair and open process in accordance with
NJSA 19:44A-20.4 et seq

3. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten (10)
days of its passage

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$38.95 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
THAT:

WHEREAS in conformance with public laws of
the state of New Jersey, 1996, c.95, sect. 14,
THOMAS LANZA, an attorney at law of the
State of New Jersey, is hereby appointed
MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR for the year 2006
under the supervision of the Attorney General
of the County Prosecutor who may represent
the State, County or Municipality in any matter
within the jurisdiction of the Central Municipal
Court or any other Municipal Court:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plainfield as follows:

1.The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with
Thomas Lanza, Esq.,

2.This contract is awarded pursuant to a fair
and open process in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.

3. Health Benefit coverage will not be provided
as part of the compensation package for the
position of Municipal Prosecutor.

4.A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten
days of its passage.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that in the absence

of Thomas Lanza, another attorney from the

firm of Thatcher & Lanza may act as Municipal

Prosecutor

ATTEST

Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$47.50 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
THAT:

WHEREAS there exists a need for the services
of a Registered Municipal Auditor to conduct
an audit of the Borough of South Plainfield, and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contracts Law
(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the
contracts as “Professional Services" without
competitive bidding must be publicly
advertised:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plainfield as follows:

1.The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with
Andrew Hodulik of the firm Hodulik &
Morrison, PA.

2.This contract is being awarded pursuant to a
fair and open process in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.

3.A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by Law within ten
(10) days of its passage.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$39.90 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS there exists a need for the services
of bond counsel for the Borough of South
Plainfield, and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contract Law
(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et.seq) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the
contracts for “Professional Services” without
competitive bidding must be publicly
advertised.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plainfield as follows:

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with
Wilentz Goldman & Spitzer, Attorneys for the
year 2007.

2. This contract is awarded pursuant to a fair
and open process in accordance with N.J.S.A
19:44A-20.4 et seq.

3. Health Benefits will not be provided as part of
the compensation for the position of Bond
Counsel.

4. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten
days of its passage

ATTEST:

Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$44.65 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS the Borough of South Plainfield in
need of retaining a construction manager to
oversee the construction of the new public
library for the year 1007; and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contracts Law
(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the
contracts as “Professional Services" without
competitive bidding must be publicly
advertised:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plainfield as follows:

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with Tri-
Form Construction, Inc.

2. This contract is being awarded pursuant to a
fair and open process in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.

3. Health Benefits will not be provided as part of
the compensation package for this position.

4. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten (10)
days of its passage.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$41.80 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS the Borough of South Plainfield in
need of retaining an engineering firm to act as
Borough Engineer for the year 2007; and

WHEREAS the Borough is currently using CME
Associates as the Borough Engineer since July
1, 2001; and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contracts Law
(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the
contracts as “Professional Services” without
competitive bidding must be publicly
advertised:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plainfield as follows:

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with CME
Associates.

2. This contract is being awarded pursuant to a
fair and open process in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.

3. A copy of this resolution shall be published in

The Observer as required by law within ten (10)
days of its passage

ATTEST
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk
$42.75 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS the Borough of South Plainfield in
need of retaining a professional planner to
review land use and land development,
preparation of master plan, housing element
and fair share plan and to represent the Borough
before the Council on Affordable Housing for
the year 2007; and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contracts Law
(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the
contracts as “Professional Services” without
competitive bidding must be publicly
advertised:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plainfield as follows:

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with THP,
Inc.

2. This contract is being awarded pursuant to a
fair and” open process in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq.

3. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten (10)
days of its passage.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$42.75 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE[

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS the Borough of South Plainfield in
need of retaining an engineering firm for matters
dealing with site assessments, site remediation
and brownfields development and for all matters
regulated by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection for the year 2006;
and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contracts Law
(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the
contracts as “Professional Services" without
competitive bidding must be publicly
advertised:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the

Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plainfield as follows:

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with PMK
Group.

2. This contract is being awarded pursuant to a
fair and open process in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq

3. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten (10)
days of its passage

ATTEST

Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$42.75 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE[

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT

EDWARD SANTORO, ESQ.
is hereby appointed Public Defender for a one
(1) year term expiring on December 31, 2007

at a salary as set forth in the Borough salary
ordinance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that health benefits
are not being provided as part of the
compensation for this position.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$25.00 January 12, 2007

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY
OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS there exists a need for certain legal
services for the Borough of South Plainfield for
the year 2007, and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contract Law
(N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et.seq) requires that the
resolution authorizing the award of the
contracts for “Professional Services™ without
competitive bidding must be publicly
advertised; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South
Plaintield as follows:

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with
Patrick J. Diegnan, Jr., Esq.

2. This contract is awarded pursuant to a fair
and open process in accordance with N.J.S.A.
19:44A-20.4 et seq.

3. Health Benefits will not be provided as part of
the compensation for the position of Borough
Attorney.

4. A copy of this resolution shall be published in
The Observer as required by law within ten days
of its passage.

ATTEST:

Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$42.75 January 12, 2007

Can’t think of a gift for
that Someone Special?

Give them the gift of

the Obsetvet.
- To otdet a gift
subsctiption, call
908-665-0010.
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FROM THE DESK OF gajas]s]isg={0M{Rs

The Helen Street Project is con-
tinuing on a forward path. Residents
and businesses need to continue to
speak out in a positive effort to sup-
port this project. Continue to sign
letters and let the DEP know that we
all support re-directing the truck traf-
fic away from our main roads.

Congratulations to Denise DiMeg-
lio, a sentor at Villanova, for her in-
volvement with Habitat for Human-
ity. Denise began her involvement with
Habisat for Humanity in her {resh-
man year at Villanova when she joined
forces with her fellow students to go
to six different towns near Philadel-
phia to build homes for those in need.
She continued the work through her
sophomore year. In December 2005,
Denise and fellow students began
Villanova House, which involved
only Villanova students. Denise and
her group decided to fundraise. The
president of Villanova, along with the

board of trustees, and alumni became
involved in this plight. A contract was
signed and building began in the
spring. In the fall of 2005 the group
went to Colorado to build, and in the
fall of 2006 they went to Arkansas.
In the spring of 2007 they plan to go
to Louisiana to begin another build.
Denise, we commend you and your
fellow Habitat for Humanity Villa-
nova students on having the heart to
reach out to others.

The SPHS Student Leadership
program, under the direction of Mary
Ellen Martko, Mr. Baker, Ms. Vander-
mark, Ms. Zurka, Mr. Hajduk, Ms.
Raimondo and Mr. Encinas, will be-
come involved in Habitat for Human-
ity for the first time by joining forces
to perform a build in Plainfield dur-
ing this month. The students are so
excited to become a part of this pro-
gram. These students, who are in-
volved in music, band, performing

2007 South Plainfield fistotical Society calendats
for sale to benefit the Histotical Society. Cost is
$10 - Mail checks to the SP Histotical Sociely, PO.
Box 11, South Plainfield, NI 07080.

arts and sports, will enhance their lives
with further knowledge that will ben-
efit the less fortunate families of our
neighboring towns. Denise DiMeglio
will be attending a January 2007
meeting of the Student Leadership
program to discuss her involvement
in Habitat for Humanity. These stu-
dents are encouraged and commended
for participating in this rewarding pro-
gram.

The atrocities that occur in Darfur
on a daily basis are a disgusting dis-
grace. We take our quality of life for
granted, but the innocent victims of
Darfur, down to the youngest ones,
do not know from day to day where
and if they will have food or a place to
lay their heads from night to night.
They live in constant fear, roaming
the lands looking for shelter. I com-
mend SPHS Social Studies teacher
Fran Flannery and her students who
work so diligently to fundraise for this
effort.

Congratulations to the SPHS boys
and girls basketball teams on their Old
Bridge games; the wrestling team on
their matches at Perth Amboy. Con-
tinued success to the bowling teams,
winter track and cheerleaders who

support our home games. Continue
to play together as a team and let your
sportsmanship shine through, while
continuing to support each other.

The Grant Elementary Stokes Bas-
ketball Shoot fundraiser will take place
on Jan. 19. Time is running short for
sign-ups for this event. Please contact
Angel Jazikoff, chairwoman for
Stokes, for parental help with this
fundraiser and for entry forms, which
can also be obtained at Grant School
The Stokes fundraiser pasta dinner will
take place on Feb. 2 at Grant School.
Chairwomen Linda and Rosanne need
the help of the fifth grade parents at
this fundraiser and also need the do-
nation of baked goods.

All are welcome to join them for
dinner. If you can not stay, then get
dinner to go! Grant School yearbook
orders are due now at a cost of $12
per book. Please send in your orders
with your children in an envelope
marked “yearbook.” If you have any
questions regarding the yearbook,
please contact yearbook chair-
woman, Jane Dornick.

Nancy Grennier, our thoughts and
prayers continue to reach out to you
as you continue to heal. Your staff at

the Observer is doing a great job
completing the task of getting the
paper out each week and providing
coverage of news items; be proud of
them all on a job well done. Our
thoughts and prayers are also with
Kathy Downes as she continues to
heal.

Mid-term testing is upcoming.
Please continue to read the marquee
in front of the various schools for
dates of events, and check the
“Around Town” news in the Ob-
server.

The Haus New Year celebration
was a wonderful kick-off to the start
of 2007.

The Reorganization meeting of
the Borough Council took place on
Jan. 7, at a very packed town hall.
Best wishes to all the 2007 officials
and appointees of the various com-
mittees. You can view this meeting and
all public meetings on Comast Chan-
nel 74 on Mondays at 8 p.m.

Once again, thank you to Stephanie
Kelly, intern and student at SPHS, for
volunteering to attend and tape these
meetings and Rich D’Urso, SPHS
graphic arts teacher, for his guidance
in preparing the DVD.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/SERVICES

[ AUTOBODY

P

AUTO REPAIR ]

| CARPETING 4

»\ﬁ,w 908-751-1933
p - X e

3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

BodyShop Lic. #02313A

N 2210 Hamifton Blvd.
; South Plainfield
New Jersey 07080

Mon-Fri 8-5
Bill & Tom

G:R Ao

Complete Foreign & Domestic
. Auto & Truck Repair * Tune Ups

0|l Changes * Shocks & Suspension
Air Conditioning « Exhaust Systems

Brakes & Front End
235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

908-754-8313

Fleet Service

FaX' 908-756-4040

L‘arpetéArea Rugs * Repairs * Restretching * Binding « Linoleum

Commercial and Residental
Wall to Wall, Sam lays it All!

Sam the Carpet Wan
2 MY WAY CARPET

1-877-GO-MYWAY
1-877-466-9929

119 Hamilton Blvd.

& South Plainfield, NJ 07080 mywaycarpet@msn. com

mywaycarpet.com

~ Hardwood > Laminate > Sanding > Refinishing

GUITAR LESSONS | [

GARAGE DOORS

GUITAR
LESSONS

DR NN

* Beginner to Advanced
:908-822-9702

b SOUTH PLAINFIELD

® 0000000008000

( vt Ollno v initd Clogle
(/(II(I(( o with (/;y(

HOME IMPROVEMENT 4

PAINTING SIDING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR ROOFING
SHEETROCK/DRYWALL SIDEWALKS/PAVERS
HOME REPAIRS MASONRY
CERAMIC TILE Professional Services, Inc. STEPS

HOT POWER WASHING
HOUSES - DECKS

- All Styles ] WINDOWS — CARPET CLEANING

S esime s Risoli G Door Corporation TILE AND GROUT INSTALLATION & CLEANING

«  KennyCampbell : TRUCK-MOUNTED EQUIPMENT

5 denii iy bl South Prainrietn, NJ 07080 800-801-4'525 Tel: 908-754-0149
Semaeion et © emEs e L AL SRR l Fully Insured - SBA cert. 10404-20 _License #13VH03110900 ___Bonded
[ jUNK REMOVAL | [MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE| | PARTS & EQUIPMENT ]

T
Call Today for a Free Estlmate'

SPAGNA 908-285-0516

732-271-1151

LET US LOAD AND HAUL YOUR ATTIC,

BASEMENT, GARAGE & CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS'
Saryie SRS - ALSO DEMO OF -

Garages® Sheds & Pools* Interior & Exterior * Rip Outs & Excavating

FULLY INSURED+ STATE LICENSED ¢ DEP REGISTERED
Also Available ~ Home Cleaning by Victoria * 732-429-9629 |

Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield
Mix, Decorative & Crushed Stone
Sanding ¢ Salting * Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat
908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

PM DARTS & FQUIPMENT

Parts=Sales=-Service-Renials

WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DEALER!

CATERING TO: CONTRACTORS,
LANDSCAPERS, HOMEOWNERS

Dauvr Buiicrs, OWNER
250 Mack Place, South Plainfield
POS-822-9828

(DOS-756-7096€ fax)

E REAL ESTATE
# ]
The Team 5 ° @m" / »
s G2y | | (@ Prudential Yy REMIX
We Get : Rose REALTORS® [| . . Best Realty
Results!  Moretti Realty Rose Marie Pelton |§ Moretti Rea"y 2318 Park AVC
Give Usa Call & BEARI IR BOCIATH Put your trust in a Realtor : i
We'll Prove It! South Plainfield Resideat who cange;,rhen;,osl SEvclyn South Plainfield
908) 7555300 0 S {
e Stk it sl v S Jack cell 908-922-2368
Andrea § Jesse Lacenda) e gk M =i ks Associate | Mike cell 908-405-9832
e N bt s Lk Fax 908-753-0136 | r“"“fa’* Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313 :

The Lacerda Team ) OVER 10 YEARS

Rose Marie Pelton

RosePelton(a att.net

# Prudential Rose REALTORS®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Email: LacerdaA@MorettiRealty.com
i www.LacerdaTeam.com
225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

i (908) 753-1346 Evenings

| Email: sherwoode@morettireality.com

et
225 Maple Ave., SOulh Plamﬂeld

Office 908-755-0200 Ext. 272

www.pedersenbest.com

Michael Pedersen
pedersenbest@yahoo.com

Realtor-Associate

i o ,
John “Jack” Pedersen
Realtor-Associate

O —
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HELP WANTED-DRIVERS HELP WANTED

Owner Operators
Needed!

% Get Home Daily
% Avg. Over $3,000 WK
% Local (Short Haul) &
% Long Hauls Avail
%+ Paid Training
%+ Steady Year Round Work
Avail. To Qualified Applicants
Flatbed Exp. Is Preferred

Call Today! Ask for JIM
800-220-5058

CDL-A License is Preferred

2 Yrs TT Exp. w/Clean MVR

NO ‘At Fault’ Accident Within
The Last 5 Yrs.

NURSES/LPNs,RNs,CHHA-IMME-
diate opening. F/T, P/T, per diem. Re-
tirees/new nurses welcome. Will train
for cases. Mercer, Middlesex & other
areas. (732) 246-8905.

FULL SERVICE SALON IS LOOK-
ing for hairstylist, manicurist, skin-
care specialist and RECEPTIONIST.
F/T, P/T avail. Call (908) 668-1121.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

OAK DESK 49" X 24" AND SWIVEL
chair $75. Oak twin platform bed $55.
Double dresser 17" x 56” and mirror
$75. Call (732) 887-0914.

MATTRESS SET-NEW PILLOW
top, still in plastic w/warranty, Queen
$135. (732) 259-6690.

MATTRESS SEMI-FIRM, NEW IN
plastic. Full $120. Call (732) 259-6690.

F/T TIME MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
-Exp. preferred but will train. No eve-
nings, no weekends. Park Ave. of-
fice. (908) 754-2792, leave message
if no ans.

Got Stuff You Don’t Want?

Sell it in the Observer
Classifieds!

Classified Adver lISIng Rates: sis for 3 ines, $1 for each additional

line. 10% disc. for four insertions. Deadline: Monday, 5 pm. Garage Sale Ads: $20.
To place an ad, call 908-668-0010; or email your ad to: spobserver@comcast.net.

BEDROOM-HB, DRESSER, MIR-
ror & nite stand. Value $1000, sell
$495. Call (732) 259-6690.

BEDROOM SET - ALL WOOD
sleigh bed, dresser/mirror, nite stand.
Beautiful cherry! Value $2000, sell
$1000. Call (732) 259-6690.

To subscribe to the Observer,
email spobserver@comcast.net
or call 908-668-0010.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONA

HOUSE FOR SALE

4 BR, 1-1/2 BATH CUSTOM RANCH
newly renovated eat-in kit., new bath,
liv rm, woodbrning F/P, hrdwd-floors,
C/A, inground pool, enclosed porch,
great neighborhood, by owner. Call
908) 279-6099.

SO. PLFD.-3 BED., LRG. YARD,
$1850/mo. + util., 1-1/2 mo. sec., cred.
chk. & empl. verif. req. Call Jack at
(908) 922-2368.

HOUSE T0 SHARE

SO. PLFD-BEAUT. FURN. HOME
includes laundry & maid serv., coffee.
Profess. male pref. $625/mo. Call (908)
963-8961.

HOUSE TO SHARE, FEMALE PRE-
ferred, $600/mo. + util, non-smoker.
Avail. immediately.

Call (732) 887-2398

APARTMENT FOR RENT

2 BDRM APT-LIKE NEW, MANY
upgrades, CAC, W/D, no pets, ref-
erences req'd. $1200 + 1% mo. sec.
(908) 413-4558/(732) 302-9283.

FOR RENT

PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
for lease. 900 square feet with pri-
vate bath. Recently renovated. Great
location on busy thoroughfare in
South Plainfield business district.

| Plenty of parking. Call for more in-

formation: Karen Aversano at (973)
226-5000, ext. 28.
PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE
for lease. 1,800 square feet with re-
ception area, 4 private offices, stor-
age room, kitchenette, private bath.
Great location on busy thoroughfare
in S. Plainfield business district. Plenty
of parking. Call: Karen Aversano
(973) 226-5000, ext. 28.

WOOD FLOORS REFINISHING

WOOD FLOORS REFINISHED
1 yr Fin. available, no interest. Free Est.
& Application. Ad# OB (908) 753-9638

Got ajob to be done?
Find help for it all right here!
Repairs, renovations, yard cleanup, snow removal, real
estate, health & wellness, computers, music lessons, junk
removal & more... Look right here in the Business &
Professionals!

To advertise your business in the Business &
Professional Directory call 908-668-0010.

| CHIROPRACTIC |

[ COMPUTERS |

[ CONTRACTORS

Dr. Patrick M.

Aiellg

E-Mail: SoPlfdDoc@aol.com

The
Howuse-Call
Dec

“We Come To You™

Phone:

(908) 581-3610

Concerned About Computer
Virus Protection? Home Security?

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers

908-760-0709 _ <yl
= New Computers/Upgrades

« Hardware/Software Installations
« In Home Service

« Website Development -

Cell: 732-423-3504

_v Visit us at www.sicomputers.org

BUILDER &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJ DCA LIC #019771
Since 1981
Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS * KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Office Renovations
FREE ESTIMATES

" On Time Eleetrieal |
| Contractor 11€

| Residential » Industrial® Commercial
No Job Too Small

908-451-3313
1) On Call 24 hrs.
L Fully Insured &
Bonded NJ
BILL RITCHEY Lic #8854

| [ ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR | [ _FURNITURE REPAIRS |

IR RNITURE MO

Precision
Furniture Repairs
On-Site
Scratches » Gouges * Pet Damage
Water Marks « Burns
Structural Repairs » Broken Joints
Antique Restoration
Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

CINDY
MICHAELS

: Jewelers & Gemologists

2325 Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield
908-769-4264

Evwarn |. Corucct GEMoLoG

Expert Repairs

Any Item
Removed! 3

A.J’S JUNK REMOVAL
(908) 229-4831

[ INSURANCE T LANDSCAPING
.  ar— : N R
Bsmess Isurance ) 5 2l 5%@ ooh ( $ ol
Retail Stores * Office Policies unalséoping , d i
Professional Liability sou?ﬁp[mungwj Landscaping
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[ COMMERCIAL PROPERTY/COMMERCIAL AUTO | N T LANDSCAPING
Trackers fisurace < Restaurasts/Taveras < Boats + HYDRO SEEDING & SOD Leslie Chambers
% ER * MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL Telephone: (908) 977-7668
Diane E. Russo . RET?[I’?\ING\ ‘va\kls Fax: (908) 757-5175
cnn (908) 753-8943 o 3 — FREE ESTIMATES — * Fully lasured *
The Harford Issarance Company i 31¢: v \S 908-756-7272 4/ i *Affordable and Reliable! » <3
[ PAVING/MASONRY
o LL' Gary Muccigrossi
é“n" l S S A PN oS ‘_f;ia AFPA CERTIFIED i is

DIFRANCESCO rve
PAVING -Nm(

Driveways * Parkmg Lots 'Seal Coatmg Steps . Walkways Patios
Retaining Walis * Pavers » Wallstone * Slate * Bluestone * Excavating
Foundations * Block Work « Cultured Stone  Drainage * Waterproofing
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Rugrid

RERSOAAT FAG

McCarthy
Contractors

Pools~Ponds~Water Features

WE SELL & INSTALL SAFETY COVERS

- ramm | SALES AND
8| SERVICE

Blaise McCarthy
Member of NSPA
20 Years Expenence

Fully Licensed & Insured EOUTH PLAINFIELD

DOULA LABOR ASSIST

Roxanne Cortese,co,chp, cm1

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080 \

(908) 561-1511

By Appointment Only
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—-ﬂﬁ 908-668-8434 IT' * Cell (908) 405-9514
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Moretti Realty z ® new tr(*nd\ look... =
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4 4 “ Nobody knows @ Haircuts, Wedding Parties g
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[ SPIRITS |

| TRUCK SALES J

791-9463

Mon.-Sat. 9am-1am

Salls Spirit Shoppe

CORONA (Case) ... S22%° |
SEARIDGE 750m) Orer limited

to one item
|Cabernet Mertot per coupon
\.Chard
1645 Park Ave., South
Plainfield

TRUCK CENTER
1-800-899-5226 X-110
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Elizabeth
Angershach, 97

Elizabeth Shea Angersbach passed
away on Tuesday, Jan. 2, in the Haven
Hospice at JEK Medical Center in
Edison.

Born on Dec. 7, 1909, Mrs. An-
gersbach was raised in Barnesboro, Pa.
and was a 1927 graduate of Barnes-
boro High School. She came to New
Jersey and later married Earl Angers-
bach in 1933. They resided in New
Brunswick and South River before
moving to the former Raritan Twp.,
now known as Edison Twp., over 60
years ago.

She was a member of the Presbyte-
rian Church in New Brunswick since
1948.

Elizabeth was predeceased by her
parents, Andrew Shea Sr. and Eliza-
beth Domonkos Shea, her husband
Earl and by 11 siblings.

Surviving are her daughter, Eliza-
beth Scalera and husband Dr. John E
of South Plainfield and a granddaugh-
ter, Elizabeth J. Taylor and husband
John of Edison. Also surviving are
many nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers donations may
be made to The Presbyterian Church,
100 Livingston Ave., New Bruns-
wick, N.J. 08902 or to the Haven
Hospice, ¢/o JFK Medical Center, 65
James St., Edison, N.J. 08818.

Felix J. Malecki, 91

Felix J. Malecki died on Thursday,
Jan. 4, at his home surrounded by his
family.

Born in Old Forge, Pa., he came to
South Plainfield as a young man in
the early 1920’ and has been an ac-
tive resident ever since.

He served in the United States
Army’s 4th Infantry Division during
WWIIL He was a part of the D-Day
invasion and was awarded two purple
hearts, a bronze star and a number of
citations for his actions during com-
bat.

Felix began his employment as a
teenager with the Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps. He later worked for
Cormnell-Dubilier as a supervisor be-
fore working for General Motors in
Linden where he worked for 35 years
in various departments, most recently
as the relief man on the dash line, retir-
ing in 1975. Eager to keep active, he
continued to work for a family dairy
farm in Piscataway and then became
an equipment maintenance man with
the Fltzpamck Company before fi-
nally retiring.

Being an active resident of South
Plainfield, he was a former special po-
lice officer of the South Plainfield
Police Department and a volunteer
fireman with the South Plainfield Vol-
unteer Fire Dept. He was a member
of the South Plainfield Exempt and
the N.J. State Exempt Firemen’s As-
sociations. Felix was a long time com-
municant of Our Lady of Czest-
ochowa RC Church where he served
as an usher and was active with the
feast of St. Anthony and selling 50/
50%. Most recently, he was assisting
the ladies in the ux)kmu of food tor
the fair. In addition, he was a charter
member and has served as past presi-
dent of the South Plainfield Polish

National Home and was a member of

the South Plainfield Veterans of For-
eign Wars Memorial Post # 6763.

IIL was predeceased by his wife,
Anna S. (Antunas) who died in Janu-
ary of 2005.

Surviving are a daughter, Judy Taber
and husband C harles of South Plain-
field; two sons, Felix D. of South
Carolina and Jerry and wife Donna
of Clinton; a sister, Helen Oschansky
of Edison; two brothers, Stanley and
Teddy both of South Plainfield; a
brother-in-law, Kip Aniunas of South

Plainfield and five grandchildren,
Gina, Craig, Kimberly, Kelly and
Krista. Also surviving are two great-
grandchildren, Shane and Kyle and a
third great-grandson is on the way:.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In licu of flowers donations in his
memory may be made to Our Lady
GG /urmhm\ g -Chuateh. 120
Kosciusko Avenue, South Plunhdd,
N.J. 07080.

Arline K. Cathcart, 89

Arline E. (Kelsey) Cathcart died on
Sunday, Jan. 7, at Muhlenberg Re-
gional ‘Medical Center Hospice Unit
in Plainfield.

She was born Jan. 28, 1917, in
Stamford, Conn. to Arthur B. and
Eva Thomas Kelsey. She had resided
in the New Market section of Piscat-
away most of her life.

Mrs. Cathcart had worked as a sec-
retary with the Piscataway Township
Board of Education for 24 years, re-
tring in 1982. She also was a gifted
piano teacher and taught many stu-
dents for a number of years until sev-
eral years ago.

She was a long time member of
the First Baptist Church of New Mar-
ket, where she served on the Board of
Trustees and also played the piano
on many occasions. In her earlier
years she was active with the New
Market School PT.A. She had also
attended the New Market School and
was a 1934 graduate of Bound

- Brook High School where she was

an active basketball player. Mrs.
Cathcart had been active with FISH,
Inc., Dunellen area and for many
years enjoyed her shore home at Shore
Acres in Brick.

She was the wife of the late George
E.M. Cathcart who died Sept. 19,
1983, whom she married on Oct.
251936,

She is survived by a daughter, Bar-

bara A. Rothweiler and husband Neil
of South Plainfield; four sons, Will-
iam K. Cathcart and wife Barbara of
Green Brook, Arthur G. Cathcart and
wife Beatrice of High Bridge, Bruce
D. Cathcart of Magalia, Calif. and Ken-
neth P Cathcart and wife Christine of

Townsend, Vt.;
Pehrson of Bernardsville; 13 grand-
children and 23 great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at The
Mundy Funeral Home in Dunellen.

Memorial donations may be made
to the First Bapust Church, 201
Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield, N.J.
07080.

Stella B. Cybowski, 84

Stella B. Cybowski passed away
peacefully on Wednesday, Jan. 3, at
The Woodland Care Center in
Plainfield.

Mrs. Cybowski was born in South
Plainfield and resided there all her life.

Stella was one of the founding fami-
lies and a member of The Altar Ro-
sary Society at Our Lady, of Czesto-
chowa R.C. Church in South Plainfield
and AARP.

Mrs. Cybowski will be sadly missed
by her famllv and friends and all those
who were fortunate enough to have
known her.

Stella was predeceased by her be-
loved husband of 63 wonderful years,
Adolph Cybowski, and a brothcr
Raymond Olencki.

Mrs. Cybowski is survived b\ her
loving tamll_\ consisting of three
daughters, Barbara and husband Bob
Farley of the Villages, Fla., Jane and
Paul Fusco of Jackson and Linda and
Bob Kissell of South Plainfield; a
brother, Stanley Olencki of Maine; a
sister, Anne Sheld of Brea, Calif; six
grandchildren, Debra Fusco, Sandra
Healev, Ken Farley, Mark Malecki,
David Fusco and Christopher Malecki
and three great-grandchildren, Chelsie
Castronuovo, Deidre Healey and

a sister, Beatrice.

Stephen Farley; all of whom she loved
more than words can say.

Funeral services were held at The
South Plainfield James W. Conroy
Funeral Home.

The family kindly requests that in
lieu of flowers memorial contributions
be made in Mrs. Cybowski’s name to
the South Plainfield Rescue Squad,
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield,
N.J. 07080 or the South Plainfield
Volunteer Fire Department, 123
Maple Ave., South Plainfield, N.J.
07080.

Michael Bergo, 59

Michael Bergo died on Friday, Jan.
5, in Frisbie Memorial Hospital in
Rochester, N.H.

Born in London, England, Michael
was raised in Croton Falls; N.Y. and
lived in Brooklyn and Englewood be-
fore moving to Paterson.

A 1966 graduate of North Salem
High School, Mike attended the New
York Institute of Technology in Man-
hattan.

Mr. Bergo was a self employed cabi-
net maker and furniture builder and
was the owner and operator of
Micheal Bergo Building and Design
in Paterson.

An avid Yankee fan, Mike loved ar-
chitecture, model troins and cars. He
enjoyed listening to music mostly rock
and roll and he was also very fond of
the outdoors, particularly fishing and
hiking.

He was predeceased by his parents.

Surviving are two sons, Jeffrey and
Adam Bergo both of Plamhdd a sis-
ter, Adriana Shean and husband Timo-
thy of Rochester, N.H.; a niece,
Arianne Shean Wert and husband
Hans Wert of Queens, N.Y. and a
nephew, Jonathan Shean and wife
Colleen of New York City.

. Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

e repO”

* On Dec. 25 a Calderone St. resi-
dent reported that the drivers side of
their vehicle had been keyed.

* A Maple Ave. resident reported a
brick had been used to remove the
chrome “H” for Honda insignia from
their vehicle.

* On Dec. 29 an Eleanor St. resi-
dent reported that 10 car tires had been
dumped on their property.

* An Edison resident reported the
theft of a gas leaf blower from the rear
of their pickup truck.

* On Dec. 30 Rayneil Alex Anaya,
22, of Keyport was arrested for re-
ceiving stolen property, driving on a
suspended license, no insurance, no
registration and outstanding warrants.

* A Calderone St. resident reported
that the hood of one car and the driver’s
door of another had been scratched.

* A Whispering Hills Rd. resident
reported that there was a large dent on
the roof of their vehicle.

* On Dec. 31 Angel Viveros-Ji-
menez, 24, of Plainfield was arrested
for hindering apprehension and pos-
session of a controlled substance.

* On Jan. 2 Audrey L. Brown, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested for driving
on a suspended license and an out-
standing warrant.

* A Michael St. resident reported
the driver’s side window of their ve-
hicle had been stuck and cracked.

* A Vakarich Pl resident reported
that the windshield of their vehicle had
been struck with an object and cracked.

* An employee of Penske Truck
Leasing on So. Clinton Ave. reported
the theft of a N.J. diesel emission in-
spection stickers from an office locker.

* On Jan. 3 Eric M. Dobie, 20, of
South Plainfield was arrested for elud-
ing an officer and driving on an ex-
pired license.

* On Jan. 7 Frank A. Irber, of South
Plainfield was arrested for driving while
intoxicated and reckless driving.

e Atia M. Dismuke, 22, of Plain-
field was arrested for hindering appre-
hension, driving on a suspended li-
cense, no insurance and failure to ex-
hibit a valid registration.

Hillside Cemetery

Scotch Plains

908.756.1729

Adult Graves starting at: §1275
Cremorial Graves starting at: $750
(Prices include perpetual care)
Please visit our new website

www.hillsidecemetery.com
1t is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

Criskin

(908) 561-8000

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Mgr.
WILLIAM C. McCRISKIN N.J. Lic. No. 3382
JAMES A. GUSTAFSON N.J. Lic. No. 4205

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN II

PRE ARRANGEMENTS SSI/MEDICAID PROTECTION CREMATION SERVICES
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

N.J. Lic. No. 3147

N.J. Lic. No. 4564

Cremation

€<

Traditional Services

Prearrangements

Medicaid Accepted
=

Franklin H. Rainear, Jr., Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 4543
Tamara L. Hawbaker, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4577
Glenn J. Scarponi, Director, N.J. Lic. No. 4411

R FAMILY CARING
FOR YOUR FAMILY

SINCE /949

OUTH PLAINFIELD

Oldest funeral home in town.
2456 Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
(908) 756-2800

www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com




