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VFW Auxiliary Past President Ann Goode and Post Commander with Julius Peterson at Veterans Day ceremonies.

Veterans Day Ceremonies Held
Only about 50 people attended the

Veterans Day ceremonies held at the
VFW Post 6769 last Saturday. The
ceremonies began at 11 a.m. with
a prayer by VFW Chaplain Michael
Poncza, followed by the placement of
a wreath in front of the VFW building
and a rifle salute.

The ceremonies continued inside
with Post Commander Julius Peter-

son acting as master of ceremonies.
He began by reading a short essay
entitled, "What is a veteran?"

Vice Commander Rudy Poczak
explained the many services the VFW
performs each year, but added that
with the decline in membership, they
may have to close their doors unless
they can find new members. He noted
that Chaplain Pancza has officiated

at more than 280 members' funeral
services over the years and their ranks
are being being depleted. This is also
the case nationwide.

Since 1776, over one million
soldiers have died defending our
country's freedom.

Newly elected Auxiliary President
Marge Sheldon gave an emotional

(Continued m page 9)

T\vo Receive Annual Cappy Award
Capparelli spoke about the numer-

ous volunteers who built the PAL
years ago, the way it has expanded
throughout the history of the bor-
ough through the efforts of countless
volunteers, and how each generation
has become a part of its success. He
concluded by saying, "Thank you for
being part of my life, and I hope that
I have touched your life."

Speaking on behalf of Artie Fiore
were Richard Curcio and Tom Walsh.
Receiving the award on behalf of

(Continued an page 9)

IloT Dan Fiore, Jim Curcio, Lois Severini an Capparelli.

Last Saturday evening Armando
"Arti" Fiore (deceased) and Richard
Curcio were the recipients of the
Cappy Award at a dinner held in their
honor. This is the fifth year the award
ceremony has been held. All recipients
have a plaque placed on the Wall of
Honor at the PAL.

The guests were welcomed by Rec-
reation Director Kevin Hughes and
the invocation was read by Recreation
Commission Vice President Calvin
Gross. Master of Ceremonies was
Recreation President Bill Cochrane.

The award is named for Tulio
"Cappy" Capparelli, a former South
Plainfield Police Department deputy
chief, and a man devoted to family,
community and the youth of South
Plainfield. Through his efforts, gen-
erations of South Plainfield children
have been allowed to expand their
horizons and further develop their
physical and mental potential. Those
who are chosen to receive the Cappy
Award have followed in his footsteps
working with the youth of our
town.

Armando "Arti" Fiore

DOT Validates
Blvd. Thick Ban

The Borough has received official
notification from the State of New Jersey
that they can ban truck traffic on Ham-
ilton Blvd. from St. Nicholas Ave. to
SpicerandBelmont Ave. from Hamilton
Blvd. to Spicer Ave. The ban includes all
trucks weighing four tons empty, unless
they are making local deliveries.

Trucks have been banned on these
roads for the past two years while con-
struction was taking place on Hamil-
ton Blvd., and more than 700 tickets
have been written for infractions.

Restricting truck traffic on Ham-
ilton Blvd. and the rerouting of the
trucks on South Clinton and New
Market avenues is part of a new traf-
fic pattern proposed by Councilman
Charlie Butrico. Part of the plan calls
for removing three houses on Hamil-
ton Blvd. so that tracks can proceed
straight ahead and not have to make
a sharp right onto Hamilton Blvd.
and then a sharp left onto Spicer Ave.
A road will be built through a small
section of the Cornell Dublier site to
route trucks on to Spicer Ave., thus
eliminating the sharp turns.

The council had to pass two or-
dinances to ban trucks, and then get

permission from both the county and
state, which they have done.

A GOP political flyer which resi-
dents received the day before the elec-
tion charged that Charlie Butrico had
been told the state had rejected their
request to ban tracks on Hamilton
Blvd. and was keeping it a secret. It
also claimed that the 700 summonses
were in jeopardy because they were
illegally issued.

At Monday's Borough Council
meeting, Mayor Gallagher set the
record straight by explaining that the
borough has a legal right to restrict
traffic in a construction zone, and that
60 to 70 percent of the offenders have
already paid their fines. Three of them
went to court to fight die tickets, but
the judge found them guilty

Work has begun on phase two of
Hamilton Blvd., from Durham Ave. to
Stelton Rd. It will be widened to two
lanes both ways, but traffic patterns
should not be affected.

Durham Ave. from Rt. 287 to
Hamilton Blvd. is also undergoing a
widening project. When completed,
that section will also have two lanes
of traffic in each direction.

Franklin students honor local veterans at ceremonies last week. Full
story and photos in the next issue on Dec. 1.

Give Thanks With Friends
The community is invited to join with friends and neighbors

from various Christian congregations of South Plainfield to offer
a prayer of thanks and praise to the Lord for God's many blessings
this Thanksgiving. Come pray for peace and share fellowship.

The services begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 21, at Sacred Heart
Church on South Plainfield Ave.

Please bring a small dessert item, such as cookies or cake, to share
after the service. Food and drinks will be shared in the Sacred Heart
School gym. Bring your dessert to the gym prior to the church
service.

In addition, please bring an item to offer to the
needy. Place your item in the baskets in church
during the service. Items may include dry and
canned goods and paper products, such as
toilet paper and paper towels.

Why not invite a friend
and bring your family?
All are welcome.
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Residents can view Borough Council
meetings on Mondays at 8 p.m. on
Comcast Channel 74.

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS

Log on to
southplainfieldnj.com

for the latest meeting agenda

council"
Meets twice a month on the first and third Tuesday

Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605

Date Agenda Meeting Public Meeting

Tuesday, December 5 7:00 p.m 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Decenber 19 7:00 p.m 8:00 p.m.
All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public

Meetings Act (NJSA 1 0 : « et seer) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Piainfieid Avenue;

planningboard
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, 'except where noted.

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641

Nov. 28, Dec. 12 and Dec. 26.

zoning'
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, 'except where noted.

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641

Nov. 3 0 * and Dec. 14.

boardofeducationmeetinqs
Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted

Committee of the Whole, Wednesdays 7 p.m.-

Dec. 13, Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 14 and March 28.

Regular Meeting Wednesdays 8 p.m.-Nov. 15, Dec. 20, Jan. 17, Feb. 21, March and April 4.

taxpayers
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at

Borough Hall, 2480 Piainfieid Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 90S-769-07S6.

siteplan
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.

Nov. 21 and Dec. 19

recreation
Meets once a month on the second Tuesday of the month, except July and August

PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7716

Dec. 12

environmentalcommission
Meets once a month (second Wednesday)

Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7621

Dec. 13 and Jan, 10.

business
Meets once a month (first Wednesday)

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. • Questions? 908-757-8100

trafficsafety
Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday)^ 7 p.m.

in the Conference Room, Borough Hall (No Meeting in August)

boardofeducationcurriculum/technology meetings
Meets once a month on Mondays at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor conference room at

Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

Observer
The South Piainfieid Observer is

published every Friday

G&G Graphics, Inc.
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B
South Piainfieid, NJ 07080

(908) 668-0010 • FAX (908) 668-8819
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Web page:
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For subscriptions, advertising or
information, call (908) 668-0010.
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The publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

The South Piainfieid Observer (U.S.P.S. 018253) is published weekly, except
Thanksgiving week, by G&G Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South
Piainfieid, NJ 07080-2004. Second class postage paid at South Piainfieid, New
Jersey 07080-9998. POSTMASTER: Forward change of address orders to G&G
Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Piainfieid, NJ 07080-2004.
Subscription rates $25 per year in South Piainfieid; $30 per year out of town. To
subscribe: 908-668-0010.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Piainfieid Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.
To get an article published in the South Piainfieid Observer;
1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Piainfieid Observer, Editorial Department, 1110

Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Piainfieid, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Piainfieid Ave., fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver@comcast.net. Include your name, address, telephone num-
b e r LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to South Piainfieid Observer, Editorial Dept., 1110
Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Piainfieid, NJ 07080, by email: spobserver@comcast.net
or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to
edit tor clarity or length. It is the editor's discretion to limit the number of letters
submitted by one individual on the same subject. The opinions expressed ia "Letters"
do not necessarily retlect the opinion of the Observer. All letters must be submitted
with name and phone number, for verification.

YOUR
The opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher.

To The Editor:
I want to take this opportunity to

thank all of you who supported me
this year and for electing me as your
mayor. As I promised and have dem-
onstrated over the last five years, I will
continue to work hard for all the resi-
dents of South Piainfieid. I will make
it a priority to keep municipal taxes
under control, deal with our truck traf-
fic issues and to preserve open space.
I will also be sure to continue to im-
prove the infrastructure of our town.
Thank you for your ongoing sup-
port and I look forward to continu-
ing to make South Piainfieid the best
community in New Jersey.

SINCERELY,
CHARLIE BUTRICO

Dear South Piainfieid Residents,
I would like to express my sincere

thank you to everyone in the Bor-
ough of South Piainfieid who voted
for me in this election. I am very for-
tunate to once again have the oppor-
tunity to serve our borough and the
people who live here. There are many
people who make my job as a coun-
ci^>erson easier; our director of recre-
ation, Kevin Hughes and all members
of the Recreation Commission who
support our children with excellent
programs; the director of the senior
center, Joann Graff, and all the mem-
bers of the Senior Advisory Commit-
tee who offer support to our elderly;
and our mayor and council who sup-
port the ideas I bring back from those
committees. I also would like to thank
our freeholder, John Pulomena, who
awards South Piainfieid with so many
grants and encouragement. Walking
door-to-door is essential to maintain-
ing the quality of life in South Plain-
field and my thanks goes out to all the
people who took the time to explain
to me what they need and expect as a
resident of our town. I appreciate their
input on how it is to live here, and
what can be done to make this town
an even better place to live!

I am happy to see many projects
either completed or in the process of
getting started. The senior center has
had many improvements throughout
the building, including a kitchen that
now serves meals, with more changes
on the way. Our PAL building is in
the process of getting an entrance
counter, new kitchen and a new walk-
way! The Cotton Street and Walnut
Street parks are getting new play-
ground equipment and our commu-
nity pool will also get new play-
ground equipment. The Recreation
Department has many more projects
that will be introduced next year. I
pledge that I will continue to listen to
your ideas and encourage you to bring
any ideas to the Recreation Commis-
sion or the Senior Advisory Commit-
tee.

In addition, I would like to con-
gratulate my running mate and long-
time friend, Joe Scrudato, and wel-
come him on board to the council!
My congratulations go out to our
mayor-elect, Charlie Butrico, who will
do an excellent job for our town! I
will truly enjoy working with both of
them for the next four years!

The process of campaigning, in-
cluding the debates, can be exhaust-
ing and I would like to thank the Re-
publican candidates for the hard work
and effort they put into this year's
campaign.

Lastly, from the bottom of my
heart, I truly thank my family for all
their understanding, support and en-
couragement through this campaign.
I could not have made it this far with-
out them!

I love this job and representing
South Piainfieid, the town that I love.

SINCERELY
RAYMOND S.PETRONKO

Residents of South Piainfieid,
I would like to express my grati-

tude to the residents of South Piainfieid
for electing me as your councilman
on Nov. 7.1 especially want to thank
my family and friends for their con-
stant support over the past several
months. This campaign was one of
the best experiences that I have had,
and I enjoyed meeting many of you
as I campaigned throughout the bor-
ough.

For those residents who voted for
me, I would like to say thank you for
the opportunity you have given me.
I will not disappoint you. For those
who did not vote for me, I will prove
that electing me was the right deci-
sion. I promise to listen to your con-
cerns and support every resident of
South Piainfieid.

I would like to congratulate my
running mate Ray Petronko. It will
be a great honor working with him
on the council. My congratulations
also go out to our new mayor-elect,
Charlie Butrico. I know Charlie will
be an excellent mayor for our town!

I would also like to thank the Re-
publican candidates for their hard
work and effort they put in this year's
campaign.

As the newcomer to the council, I
look forward to working with and
learning from the current council
members. We need to work as a team
and continue to keep South Piainfieid
a great place to live and raise a family.

Thank you, once again, for your
support.

JOESCRUDATO

Dear Editor:
As a resident of South Piainfieid

for 30 years, I read with interest the
front page story in the Courier News
(Thursday, Nov. 2) regarding the
Helen Street Project.

This project has been on the books
for discussion long before 1998. This
project is a feasible way to get truck
traffic off of our residential streets and
through the industrial section of town.
Perhaps the journalist that wrote the
article can go back to Robert Spiegel
from the Edison Wetlands Association
and ask him how Edison managed to
put through Talmadge Rd. in Edison.
They managed to put through a road,
bridge, condos and townhouses. Did
you know that Talmadge Rd. goes
through the headwaters of the Bound

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Please be advised that the Observer
will no longer publish anonymous
letters. Any letter received without
identification will be discarded.

Letters may be submitted to the Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080, or fax 908-668-8819 or by
email: spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline
is Monday. 5 p.m. Letters must be accom-
panied by a name and telephone number for
verification. Please limit letters to no more
than 200 words. We reserve the right to
refuse a letter, to edit for clarity or length.
and limit the number of letters submitted on
the same subject.

Brook and right through the Dismal
Swamp? There is even a little green
sign stating that this is the Dismal
Swamp. If Edison was able to do this
and put in many condos and town-
houses, why can't South Piainfieid put
in a simple road? No condos, no
townhouses, just a road to relieve the
burden off the residential streets.

I suggest you go back and do more
research on this and confront Mr.
Spiegel as to where he and his associa-
tion were during this process.

MARGIE REEDY

Tb the Editor:
The South Piainfieid Historical

Society has once again published a
Keepsake Calendar. We would sin-
cerely like to thank the following ad
sponsors: Ciccio's Pizza, Oak Tree
Farms, Sportworld, Cindy Michaels
Jewelers, Curves, Nicastro's Garage,
Sherban's Restaurant, Marsh Associ-
ates-Awards by Marsh, Mo's Salon,
Puleo International Inc., Cornerstone
Architectural Group, Coltwell Indus-
tries Inc., My Way Carpet, Council-
man Robert Bengivenga, Jr., Suzanne
M. Lyte-Attorney at Law, Kumon
Edison II Center, Abacora Title Agen-
cy, Frank P. Licato Insurance, ELF.
Electric, Bruno's Pizza Factory, Twin
City Pharmacy, Jack Pederson from
Prudential Properties, Cartridge
World, Michael Pederson of Remax
Best Realty, John Cecchettini Insur-
ance Agency and Century Apex Prop-
erties. Without their support this cal-
endar would not have been possible.
We would also like to thank Curves,
Oak Tree Farms, Twin City Pharmacy,

(Continued on page 12)

ARE YDU LOOKING FDR A QUALITY,
PRE-OWNED VEHICLE?

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Piainfieid

Hometown Raised
Jill M. Indyk
Attorney at Law

601 Montrose Avenue South Piainfieid
908-755-5041 Daily 9-5

Real Estate Law/Estate Planning/Municipal Court
Free Initial Consultation Affordable Fees

Http://www.indyklaw.com

2 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS
CARING FOR ALL TYPES OF INJURIES

RELIEF FROM PAIN

PHYSICAL THERAPY CENTER
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

Theresa L. Conu T. T. www.PhysicalTherapyCenters.com
• tailcoat &QAO35S1

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

908-668-1951
1 1 1 0 HAMILTON BLVD.

Lynne Glasser-Sward, RT.
• Lk# QA02309 i

Medicare
Workers' Comp

Aiitn

WOODBRIDGE

733-750-9386
1S00 ST. GEORGES AVE.
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INMY
OPINION

77je opinions expressed in this column are
notnecessaiHythoseoftheputiisher.

16 the Editor:
We hope everyone had a chance to

read the letter from Executive Direc-
tor Robert Spiegel of the Edison Wet-
lands Association (EWA) published
in last week's issue of the Observer
and Sunday's Home News Tribune.
It is apparent that Spiegel knows noth-
ing about South Plainfield. He obvi-
ously doesn't even drive through it,
otherwise he would know that there
hasn't been truck traffic on Hamilton
Blvd. and Belmont Ave. in nearly two
years.

He professes to want to save our
children from diesel exhaust, however
only at certain times of the day. Well,
Mr. Spiegel, tracks still have to pass
residential areas throughout South
Plainfield no matter where or what
time of day. Asking us to keep our
children indoors is ludicrous and out-
rageous. You say we are facing a ma-
jor health threat. You are right. And
our answer is the Helen Street Exten-
sion Project. It is not a "truck high-
way" as you say It is a two lane road,
one mile long. Inis road would take
trucks traveling east through town in
a faster, more direct route and away
from residential areas. Helen Street
needs to be approved for the health
and safety of all of our residents, which
is what your organization is all about.
If you are truly concerned about our
health, you would not be standing in
the way. The end in sight is the comple-
tion of Helen Street and we are look-
ing forward to your support.

This road will benefit all of us. We
need to continue to write to Charlie
Welch stating our need for the project
at the Department of Environmental
Protection, 501 E. State St. Second
Floor, P.O. Box 439, Trenton, N.J.
08625-0439.

Please keep signing those petition
letters available through either of us.
They have obviously sparked an in-
terest with all parties involved. We
need to keep voicing our opinion until
this project is finally approved.

JANE DORNICK AND DEBBIE

BOYLE, HELEN STREET COALITION

Sports ClUb North Edison
Wardlaw-Hartrldge scbool North Edison

>athak

^hah.LLP

Attorneys & Counsellors at Law

. 51 CragwoodRoad, Suite 102
South Plainfleld,NJ 07080

Phone: (908)769-7000
Facsimile: (908)769-7774

www.ns-Ipgal.com

AIDA SANTOS
VICE PRESIDENT

BRANCH MANAGER

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd

South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868

Fax (908) 757-0494

Detective Gary Cassio accepts a check for $3,000 on behalf of PBA100
from South Plainfield Soccer Club president, Al Vill. The soccer club
received a substantial contribution in September for allowing a film
crew to use their fields for the movie, "Grade." The donation will help
to pay medical expenses for two-year-old resident, Alyssa Riccardi,
who is battling cancer.

Scholarship Opportunity for
Students to Study Abroad

Coming Events at the Nature Reserve....
"Wandering 'round the Winter

Woods" will take place on Saturday,
Dec. 9, from 1 to 3 p.m. in the High-
land Avenue Woods Environmental
Education Reserve, located on
Sylvania Place (off South Clinton
Ave.) For more information, call
(908) 754-3073, or visit geoci-
ties.com/friendsofhighlandwoods or
email SPNatureTrails@cs.com.

Each season of the year at the Na-
ture Reserve is interesting, especially if
you know what to look for. Dr. Alice
Tempel, environmental specialist, will
lead a walk through the Highland
Woods Reserve to see what's there now
and what was there in other seasons.

Visitors will also observe the resi-
dent winter birds at the Nature Center's
feeders, including the assorted wood-
peckers, juncos, titmice, nuthatches,
chickadees, finches, cardinals, doves and
perhaps get a glimpse of the resident

wild turkeys.
Make sure to wear warm clothing

and comfortable shoes. Bring binocu-
lars. Hot chocolate will be served after
the walk at the Nature Center. This
event is free and no pre-registration is
required. This is recommended for adults
and focused children age 10 and up.

Also in the month of December, a
story time for children ages 3-6 will
be held every Saturday beginning at 1
p.m. followed by a craft or activity.
This is free, with no pre-registration.

An exhibit of rocks of New Jersey
is planned for the entire month at the
Nature Center activity center, which
is open every Sarurday from 1-3 p.m.

Children's wildlife art classes are held
every Tuesday during the month of
December at the Nature Center from
4-5 p.m. Ages 5-10, $2 per class per
student, no pre-registration required.

"Qualified high school students are
offered a unique opportunity to
spend an academic year, three-month
program, or summer holiday in Eu-
rope, Asia, North and South America,
New Zealand, Australia or South Af-
rica as part of the ASSE International
Student Exchange Program," an-
nounced Gretchen Wietmarschen,
Eastern Director of ASSE.

"Until a few years ago only a fortu-
nate few could afford to spend a school
year or summer abroad. ASSE has
changed all that," continued Wietmar-
schen.

Students, 15 to 18 years of age,
qualify on the basis of academic per-
formance, character references and a
genuine desire to experience abroad
with a volunteer host family in one of
the many ASSE host countries.

"ASSE host families are carefully
screened to provide a caring environ-
ment in which students can learn the
language and culture of their host coun-
try," explained Wietmarschen.

Students need not have learned a
foreign language prior to program
participation as they receive language
and cultural instruction as part of the
ASSE program. ASSE students at-
tend regular high school classes along
with their new teenage friends. "ASSE
exchange students learn by living the
language and culture of their new host
country," Gretchen added.

ASSE International Student Ex-
change Programs was founded by the
Swedish National Department of
Education, and cooperates with the
Canadian Provincial Ministries of
Education and the New Zealand Min-
istry of Education.

ASSE also provides international
opportunities for American families

to host students from Europe, the •
Republics of the former Soviet
Union, South America, Asia, Canada,
Mexico, Australia, New Zealand and
South Africa. These select students are
15 to 18 years old and will attend the
local high school for a semester or an
academic year.

Students and families interested in
receiving more information about the
ASSE programs should call 1-800-
677-2733 or visit ASSE's website at
www.asse.com.

How to Block
Telemarketers from
Cell Phones

On Oct. 1, all cell phone numbers
were released to telemarketing com-
panies and you may have alreay started
to, receive sales calk that you will be
charged for. To prevent this from hap-
pening to you, call the following
number on your cell phone: 1-888-
382-1222. It only takes a minute of
your time, and by doing this, your
number will be blocked for five years.
Pass this message onto friends, or go
to www.donotcall.gov.

•unseling for
School Children
(in your home) coping with

Divorcing Parents,
Asperger's Syndrome,
ADHD, 504 Prep., etc.

RETIRED PRINCIPAL
732-549-1959

Inches-AWeigh
WEIGHT LOSS CENTERS FOR WOMEN

Present this ad for

H O M E T O W N H E R O S | P 2 ° Durham Avenue, South Plainfield 908.222.0220
3 to 6 Foot Subs • Sloppy Joe Platters -Gourmet Wrap Platters

Assorted Finger Sandwich Platters • Homemade Salads
Assorted Sandwich Platters • Complete Line of Hot Trays

South
PlainfieW1st

Choice

SUNDAY

for Qualify Catering
HOMETOWN HEROS

340 Hamilton Blvd. So. Plainfield
909-755-111110(4376)

Dr. Geraldine M. Banda, Owner

SOUTH PLAINFIELD Homes for Sale

FOUR SEASONS NURSERY &

Open 7 Days a Week As of 11/24 ~ M-F at 9. Sat. 9-6, Sun. 12-

Grave Covers, Trees, Wreaths, Poinsettias
uiUM^OnllUxicMeA CJtxA&lanoti, Jvopioa GJpccialUj

° 9 0 8 - 7 5 7 - 4 6 4 6 Large Selection of Grave Blankets and
Wreaths Ready for Pick Up as of 11/22 or
Special Orders Now Being Taken

—_
IULLJI HJiJIg;

ens, 5 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, upstairs level features newer kitchen and
family room w/fireplace, sliders
from joining room to deck over-
looking oversized property. The
first level has its own living room,
dining room, kitchen, bath & sepa-
rate entrance. Total of 2,760 sq. ft.
of living space and wonderful loca-
tion & neighborhood. Asking
$499,900.

Spacious Split Level in Gnat Location-Large eat in kitchen, cathedral ceiling
and newer bay window in living
room, hardwood floors under
carpet, wood burning fireplace
in family room, 3 bedrooms, 1 lh
baths, central air, vinyl siding and
1 car attached garage. 1 year
American Home Shield war-
ranty included. Asking $339,900.

* * * The Team That Works * * *
* * * Proven Results * * *

Moretti Realty
225 Maple Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
Office(908) 755-5300 Ext. 302
Cell (908) 578-1166-Andrea & Jesse Lacerda
CelL-908) 227-8913 - Michele Leavy

When Buying or Selling a Home-
Call the Lacerda Team!

Website: Lacerdateam.com / email: LacerdaA@morettirealty.com
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Around Town
VFW Meatloaf Dinner.
November 17

VFW Post # 6 7 6 3 , located on
Front St., will hold a meatloaf dinner
on Friday, Nov. 17 from 5 to 8 p.m.
Cost is $8. Dinner includes salad,
meatloaf, scalloped potatoes, dessert,
coffee and tea. Public welcome. Call
(908) 668-9751 for information.

Pancake Breakfast
November 19

The American Legion Chaumont
Post 243 on Oak Tree Ave. will hold a
pancake breakfast on Sunday, Nov.
19 from 8 a.m. until noon. Adults
$5, children $3, children under.six are
free. Profits go to our scholarship fund.

AARP Chapter 4144
Meeting
November 20

AARP Chapter 4144's next meet-
ing will be held at the senior center on
Monday, Nov. 20 at 12:30 p.m. Ruth
Avins of N.J. Health Care Advocate
Volunteer Effort (H.A.VE.) will
speak on how to identify and protect
yourself from fraud in Medicare and
Medicaid.

Needlecrafters meet Weds. 1-3 p.m.
They knit for DYFS and Muhlenberg
Hospital. To join call Jean at (732)
752-0358.

Knights of Columbus
Open House
November 20

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus and Columbiettes are hav-
ing an open house at their Knights
Hall located at 334 Hamilton Blvd.
(across from Pizza Stop, a block from

-New Market Ave.) on Monday, Nov.
20 at 8 p.m. For more information,
call Brian Cargill at (908) 755-9717.
Refreshments will be served. We are look-
ing for newmembers in the world's larg-
est Catholic fraternal service organiza-
tion. Have fun, make friends, support
your church and community. What
could be more rewarding? Make your
family part of ours!

North-South Football
Reunion
November 22

The North-South Football Re-
union will be. held on Thanksgiving
eve, Wednesday, Nov. 22 at the North
Plainfleld Italian-American Club on
Somerset St. The reunion of NPHS
and SPHS football players, cheerleaders
and alumni begins at 6 p.m.

Advance tickets are available for
$10 at SPHS and Middle School, the
South Plainfield PAC, Bagelmaster in
North Plainfield and Caruso Haircut-
ters; $15 at the door.

Please call Steve Novak Jr. at (908)
753-9338 for more information.

South Plainfield

SENIOR CENTER
Daily Events

9-11AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4PM Cards & Pool

(908) 754-1047

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00AM-12:30 PM

What's
happening in

NOVEMBER
MOHDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

December 2 - Senior Snow Ball
Dinner Dance, 6 to 10 p.m.

Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
December 14-Cost $58

I Bingo
li0am-2pm
I Lunch Available

17

KnitSng/Crochetting n
9:30am-i 1:30am £
Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Art Class 11:30am

Bingo 10am-2pm
Ladies Social
Group 10am

21 22Exercise Class
8:45am
Line Dancing 10am
Computer Classes 10am
11:30am &1 pm
Tai Chi Class 2pm

23
CENTER CLOSED

for

THANKSGIVING

25
CENTER CLOSED

for

THANKSGIVING

TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP S I T THE CENTS?..

Orchestra of St. Peter
By the Sea Concert
November 26

Sacred Heart Church presents The
Orchestra of Saint Peter by the Sea,
Reverend Alphonse Stephenson-
conductor, on Sunday, Nov. 26 at 3
p.m. at the church. General admission
is $25; seniors and students $20.

For tickets call (908) 756-0632,
ext. 10, (908) 755-6416 or (732)
549-9633.

Edison Valley Playhouse
December 1-17

Edison Valley Playhouse presents
"Mrs. Bob Cratriiit's Wild Christmas
Binge" by Christopher Durang. Show
dates are Fridays and Saturdays, Dec.
1 to 16 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Dec.
17 at 3 p.m. Ticket prices are $15 for
adults, $12 for students and seniors.

For information visit our website
at www.evplayhouse.com or call us at
(908) 755-4654.

Senior Snow Ball Dance
December 2

The Senior Center will hold a din-
ner dance, the "Senior Snow Ball,"
on Saturday, Dec. 2 from 6 p.m. to
10 p.m. Cost is $10 per person and
will feature music by Act Smith and
Associates.

For reservations, contact the South
Plainfield Senior Center at (908) 754-
1047 or stop in to the center.

Breakfast with Santa,
Tree Lighitng
December 2

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus will be holding their an-
nual "Breakfast with Santa" event on
Saturday, Dec. 2 from 9 a.m. to noon

Scotch Plains Music Center
The All Inclusive Music Store

...NOT Resort.

YES NO

Music Lessons
Professional Staff
All Accessories Drums Too!!
Guitars - Basses
All Wind Instruments
Sheet Music
Music Books

Rentals
Service
Free Parking
Friendly Help
Swimming Pool
Open Bar
Air Conditioning
Cable TV

413 PARK AVENUE • 908-322-7542

at their hall on Hamilton Blvd. (across
street from Pizza Stop). The price for
the breakfast (which will include eggs,
bacon and French toast) will be $3 a
child, $5 a adult or $15 for a family
Reservations are required and must
be made by Wednesday Dec. 1.

The Knights will also start a new
tradition at their hall with a Christmas
tree lighting ceremony. This will be
held on Saturday, Dec. 2 from 7 to 9
p.m. their hall. Contact Steve Belanger
at (908) 791-0640 for reservations
and more details.

Little Treasures Plans
Open House
December 2 and 3

Little Treasures Learning Center,
located at 2177 Oak Tree Rd., will
hold an open house on Saturday, Dec.
2 and 3, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Little Treasures offers infant care
to kindergarten and summer camp
programs to fit the needs of children
ages six weeks to seven years.

Come meet the staff and visit the
center for a tour during normal oper-
ating hours (7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday). For direc-
tions and additional information,
please call (908) 769-3224.

Suburban Woman's
Club Theater Party
December 3

The South Plainfield Suburban
Woman's Club is sponsoring a the-
ater party at the Edison Valley Play-
house on Oak Tree Ave. The play will
be "Mrs. Cratchit's Wild Christmas
Binge," a comedy by Christopher
Durang. The tickets are $17, which
will be used to benefit the scholarship
fund and local charities. Performance
is at 3 p.m. on Dec. 3. There will be
complimentary refreshments and door
prizes during the intermission.

For tickets, see the members of the
Woman's Club or call (908) 757-
6163 or (908) 757-3680.

Elks Dinner Dance
December 9

Live entertainment, dinner and
dancing, featuring Bill Turner and
Blue Smoke Band playing country,
oldies, Elvis, top 40 and more on Sat-
urday, Dec. 9 from 8 p.m. to mid-
night. $20 per person. Dinner in-
cludes chicken, ribs, potato, baked
beans, vegetable, desserts, coffee, tea
and soda. Cash bar. Tickets must be
purchased in advance only at the Elks
club, 1254 New Market Ave. See the

bartender.
For more information call Debbie

at (732) 491-5310.

Breakfast With Santa
December 10

The South Plainfield Elks will be
hosting a "Breakfast with Santa" on
Sunday, Dec. 10 at the South Plain-
field Elks Lodge #2298, 1524 New
Market Ave. from 8 a.m. until noon.
Cost is $6 for adults and $4 for chil-
dren ages 5-10. Children under 5 free.

cakes, sausage, French toast, cinnamon
raisin French toast, home fries, coffee,
tea and juice.

Out of Town

Tricky Tray to Benefit
Newborns in Need
November 18

Newborns in Need first Annual
Tricky Tray Auction will be held on
Saturday, Nov. 18,5 p.m. at Rose amd
Sharon Family Life Center at 817 W
7th St. in Plainfield. Prize calling 6
p.m. $10 donation includes admis-
sion ticket and food.

For information call Daphene,
(908) 561-8613.

Young Sierrans
Meeting
November 18

Young Sierrans, a life stage section
of the Sierra Club for 20 and 30 year
olds will meet on Saturday, Nov. 18
from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Som-
erset County Library in Bridgewater.
Fun introductory social, light refresh-
ments and afterwards group discus-
sion.

RSVP required to MistyAn-
gel22@aol.com or (732) 764-9073

Annual Greek Night
November 18

The St. George Greek Orthodox
Youth will hold its Fourth Annual
Greek Night dinner dance on Satur-
day, Nov. 18 from 6:30 to 11 p.m. at
St. George Greek Orthodox Church,
1101 River Rd. in Piscataway A vari-
ety of Greek foods, desserts and bev-
erages are also included in the ticket
price. Tickets are $30 for adults; $10
for children under 12 and free for chil-
dren under five.

For information, contact Sophie
Exarchakis, (732) 723-9088. No tick-
ets will be sold at the door.

St. Francis Concert
November 19

A Sunday afternoon concert will
be held at St. Francis Episcopal Church
in Dunellen on Sunday, Nov. 19 at 3
p.m. The concert will feature selec-
tions of arias and duets from the sa-
cred, classical and music theater litera-
ture.

For information, please call the
church at (732) 968-6781.

MCCC After Hours
November 21

Middlesex County Chamber of
Commerce meeting on Tuesday, Nov.
21 from 5:30 to 7:30 p^m. at Wash-
ington Mutual Bank, 390 George St.
in New Brunswick. $15 for mem-
bers, $20 for member walk-ins, $25
for non-members.

Contact Debbie, (732) 821-1700,
ext. 202oremailDebbie@mcrcc.org.

Somerset Ostomy
Assoc. Meeting
November 21

The Somerset County Ostomy As-
sociation will hold their monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday, Nov. 21 at 7:30 p.m.
in conference rooms C&D at
Somerset Medical Center, located on
Rehill Ave. in Somerville. The meet-
ing is being held free of charge; no
pre-regBtration is required. Refresh-
ments will be served.

For more information about the
meeting, please call Ed Wheeler at
(908) 534-7897.

Blackrose Performs
November 25

Blackrose, the band will be perform-
ing classic rock and roil music and
today's hits at Rugs & Rifly's, 493
Rahway Ave. in Woodbridge on Nov.
25. There is no cover charge.

Last Garden
Workshop in 2006
November 29

On Wednesday, Nov. 29, Middlesex
County's Agricultural Extension Of-
fice will be presenting a Garden Work-
shop from 6 to 8 p.m. at the EARTH
Center in Davidson's Mill Pond Park in
South Brunswick. The topic will be
"How to Care for Tfour Holiday Plants."

Registration is required by Nov. 24.
Fee is $25. The size of the class will be
limited, so register early to insure a
space. For more information call
(732) 398-5262.

MCCC Seminar
November 29

A Middlesex County Chamber of
Commerce Seminar will be held on
Wednesday, Nov. 29 at Chamber Of-
fice, One Distribution Way in
Monmouth Junction from 8:30 to
10:00 a.m. For more information call
Debbie at (732) 821-1700, ext. 202
or emailDebbie@mCTcc.org.

Adoption Support
Group
November 27

CHATS (Connected Hearts Adop-
tion Triad Support) will meet from
7:15 to 9:15 p.m. on Monday, Nov.
27 at Watchung Avenue Presbyterian
Church in North Plainfield. "What
Every Adoptive Parent Needs to
Know" will be presented by Debra
Castaldo, PhD. , LCSW, MSSW.
Open sharing of adoption-related sto-
ries. Light refreshments will be served.

For information, call Alyce at
(732) 227-0607.
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DURHAM PLAZA
Bhavani Cash & Carry Indian-Asian Grocery

Quiznos offers great taste and
convenience at reasonable prices-every
single day! Subs, soups, bread bowls,
salads, kidz menu, breakfast, sides, des-
serts and beverages.Visit our webiste for
full menu and nutritional information.

QuiznosSuB

$2 OFF
REGULAR or
LARGE SUB
Expires 1/17/07. Cannotbe ;

combined with any other offer.

(908)755-5177
www.quiznos.com

H Opening in
DecemberIMOSleafood

Nemos Seafood Restaurant

WATCH FOR OUR GRAND OPENING SPECIALS
Full service restaurant, dine-in, take-out, delivery and altering

908-757-4701 ~~~
Visit our website: www.nemosseafood.com

- . - • - . • . . •

Inches-AWeigh
WEIGHT LOSS CENTERS FOR WOMEN

• Call for figure analysis

I | I | I • | I • | I | I

Dr. Geraldine M. Banda, Owner

~ The Jewelry Arcade ~
House of Fine Gold and Diamond Jewelry

Phone (908) $22-9000

Hours: Tuesday to Sunday 12 noon to 7:30 p.m.

Randstad Work Solutions

cuut' 4ee

at

Upscale, Multicultural Salon at Affordable Prices

- x*T Eyebrow ̂ .
^ J Special ^
^%. Waxing or Threading ^_

Men's, Women's & Children's Haircuts & Styling

Complete Makeovers
starting at $100

Gall 908-668-1211 for details.

Gourmet Pizza. Sandwiches, Signature Salads & Appetizers

©mm% Pick-Up and Delivery ( i 8 D @ § M

View our Full Menu and Order Online at www.pizza-grill.com

We accept 3£ $£ BB ^

www.lilbigones.com

Childcare & Learning Center

Nurturing human values and developing basic skills.
Phone: 908 757 2004 Fax: 732 3391717

Ages: Infants (6 weeks) to Pre-school
Part time / Full time programs available

Now hiring: Teachers and assistant teachers for all age groups.

Business Hours:
Hon. to Thurs. 10:30 am. to 10 p.m. • Fri. & Sat. 10:30 a.m. to 11 p.m.

Sun. 11:30 a.m to 10 p.m.

Parmar Entertainment Indian Audio/Video

Hamilton Blvd. Durham Ave.

Durham Plaza
nu1 DURHAM 1

PLAZA
HHHRH

Main Street

The
Highlands
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Elks Continue a Legacy of Giving
Charity is "die cornerstone of every

Elk structure, the highest virtue of
every Elk creed." This speaks to the
core of who Elks are as members, as
well as being representative of what
the Elks are about as an organization.
For the past 138 years, the Elks have
stepped to the forefront to assist those
in need.

As part of their mission statement,
the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks of the United States of America
will serve the people and communi-
ties through benevolent programs,
demonstrating that Elks Care and
Elks Share.

The Elks are involved in a wide va-
riety of programs, from scholarships
to drug education to veterans services.
Our Special Needs Committee (for-
merly the Handicapped Children's •
Committee), addresses the needs of
children in our community

The New Jersey State Elks Special
Needs Committee maintains a sum-
mer camp in Haskell. Elks Camp
Moore (also known as "The Miracle
on the Mountain") averages 700
handicapped campers per season. Elks
lodges in the state bear the responsi-
bility of paying for each camper that
attends camp. Elks Camp Moore's
primary function is to enable children
to use and further develop recreational,
social and leisure skills through activi-
ties presented in a positive, enjoyable,
and appropriate manner and in a real
life situation. Every summer, South

Plainfield lodge prepares a barbeque
complete with food, fun, dancing and
music with a DJ. It is an experience
that truly warms the heart.

The lodge assists patients of Som-
erset Treatment Center, supplement-
ing funds for those who are in need of
financial assistance. In addition, we
provide supplies such as wheelchairs,
crutches and other items to those in
need of assistance.

Each spring, the Elks sponsor the
Special Olympics, supplying the chil-
dren with uniforms, t-shirts, a banner
and refreshments. The children are
honored with a party in which diey
are given awards for their participa-
tion.

Our themed poster contest, run in
conjunction with the local schools, is
an event that the children look for-
ward to every year. They are awarded
prizes ranging from medals, trophies,
certificates and other rewards. The
posters are judged at the lodge level,
the district level, and if they are cho-
sen, they go onto the state level. In
2006, we had 66 entries, with 24
Lodge winners, 15 District winners
and six State winners.

This past winter, we held our first
Winter Festival at Roosevelt School
which was a phenomenal success!
Games, cotton candy, ice cream, treats,
and other prizes were the highlight of
the night out for both parents and
children.

The holidays are a special time for

families. Each December, a holiday
party complete with special guest
Santa Claus, is an event that is en-
joyed by all. The children each receive
a special gift from Santa and enjoy
refreshments and a DJ with dancing

Buddy Ball is where children are
paired with a "buddy" to participate
in the sport event of their choice (soc-
cer, basketball, baseball, etc.) They are
most excited to be able to enjoy their
favorite sport.

Most recently, the Special Needs
Committee made a donation to the
fundraiser "Open Your Heart to Chil-
dren Battling Cancer" which was spon-
sored by Century 21 Moretti Agency
and the Old Timers Motorcycle Club
of South Plainfield.

As you can see, South Plainfield
Elks is committed to the children of
our community and the Special Needs
committee is only one of the many
committees the Elks are proud to
serve.

Have you been looking for some-
thing to do with your spare time?
Come on down to the South Plain-
field Elks and see what we are all about.
We are looking to expand our mem-
bership-maybe you are that new
member! We are located at 1254 New
Market Rd. If interested, please con-
tact the Elks at (908) 668-9750 for
further information.

Submitted by Debm Czech, Lead-
ing Knight

The Observer will not
be published on Novem-
ber 24. It's our one
week off every year.
Happy Thanksgiving!

St. Helen's Support GroupMeetings
A support group for those with eld-

erly or chronically ill loved ones meets
on the first non-holiday Monday o£
each month at 8 p.m. in the parish
center of St. Helen's Church on
Laberts Mill Road in Westfield. These
are information and sharing sessions.

For more information, please call
Marilyn Ryan at (908) 233-8757.
The next meeting is on Monday, Dec.
4. Dates set for the year 2007 are Jan.
8, Feb. 5, March 5, April 2, May 7,
June 4, July 2, Aug. 6, Sept. 10, Oct.
1, Nov. 5 and Dec. 3.

CONFIDENT KIDS
DONT GET BULLIED!

Today, a child is bullied every seven minutes. Fear and intimidation
damage self-esteem and hinder success. And out of embarrassment,
most children never tell their parents they are being bullied.

At AMERICAN MARTIAL ARTS, we'll bully-proof your child. By teaching
today's most effective non-agressive self defense, we'll fill your child with
confidence AND CONFIDENT KIDS DON'T GET BULLIED

6 WEEKS
ONLY

$99.00
Master Kevin Vigneri
6th Dan Black Belt

88S-USATKD3
www.dragonelitetkd.com

Master Kevin Vigneri shows Riley School first grader Jalil Palms how to
"grip, dip and spin" to avoid being abducted by a stranger, while Joseph
Kelly and Isabella Ardito look on.

American Martial Arts
Teaches Kids Safe Program
By Jane Dornick

Master Instructor Kevin Vigneri,
owner of American Martial Arts on
Oak Tree Rd., spent time with stu-
dents at Riley and Roosevelt Elemen-
tary Schools recently teaching his "Kids
Safe" and anti-bullying programs.

"Today, a child is buMed every seven
minutes. Fear and intimidation dam-
age self-esteem and hinder success. And
out of embarrassment, most children
never tell their parents they are being
bullied," explained Vigneri so he put
together a "3P" approach for kids to
use as their first line of defense. Step
one is to prevent a fight from hap-
pening by avoiding it; two is prepare
and use your brain instead of fists to
resolve a fight; and three, protect your-
self by learning self defense physical
skills. He told the audience, "Physical
skills are your last resort, not the first.
You need to use your brain and be
creative and don't be afraid to walk
away." Vignieri also offered a 12-step
program on how to walk away from
a bullying situation with confidence.

He suggested using humor, reason-
ing, ignoring, taking a stance and re-
fusing to fight. The winner of a fight
is the one who prevents it and to be a
victor; not a victim.

He then introduced his "Kids Safe"
program, his version of the "stranger
danger" lesson. Vigneri explained to
the children that people who want to
abduct children don't necessarily use
weapons. They can entice them with
candy, a video game or even an Ipod.
He demonstrated the "grip, dip and
spin" maneuver with audience mem-
bers teaching them how to get away
from an assailant. Volunteers were
shown how to effectively struggle in
the grips of a captor by holding on
tight, dropping the head towards the
ground and spinning to be released
where they can run to safety.

Vigneri is a 6th Dan Black Belt and
has been teaching Tae Kwon Do since
1998 at the Oak Tree Ave. location.
For more information about Ameri-
can Martial Arts, call (888) USA-
TKD3 or log on to www.dragonelitet-
kd.com.

HOME TIP:

M
-" :ispection gives you, the buyer, peace of mind

n also provide you with maintenance and
tips. I a n provide you with brochures of
licensed home inspectors. Call me today.

• • • E. A. Boniakowski Agency, Inc.
E R A 929 Washington Ave.,

™£*- !»^,w Green Brook, NJ 08812

Direct Line: 732.529.0320'Office: 732.968.0700
EMAIL: Brigitte.nowicki@era.com •www.eabrealty.com

license
WAR Ckfe 4EicdknceA«'ard timer

MANUFACTURER'S
WAREHOUSE SALE
Christmas Items for Sale!!
Pre-Lit Artificial Christmas Trees
Fiber Optic Christmas Trees
Fiber Optic Table Top Items
Fiber Optic Outdoor Items

Monday, November 27 - Saturday, December 2,2006
9:30 am - 4:30 pm Monday - Friday

10:00 am - 2:30 pm Saturday

3630 Kennedy Road
South Plainfield, NJ

Cash Only - All Sales Final
Pictures are just an example
of items for sale
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Stanko Loves Working with Special Children From the South Plainfield Library

Gracemarie Stanko of Edison has
found her passion through summer
work and volunteerism. An l l t h
grader at Mount Saint Mary Academy
in Watchung, Stanko spent, many
hours at McAuley School for Excep-
tional Children in Watchung working
as a teacher's aide. Most of the stu-
dents there have Downs Syndrome.

While most teachers are not drawn
to this population, Gracemarie said,
"I just love working with the children.
You need caring, loving patience. We
give affection for approval and stem-
ness when correcting a student. Some-
times it is frustrating when I am un-
able to teach a concept, but I also see
slow growth-two steps forward, one
step back."

The team approach at McAuley
School provides an excellent working
condition. "We all work together and
celebrate together each small success.
After the work day ends, we continue
to socialize. We have run at work and
we have fun after work."

Stanko stated, "Five of my aunts
are special education teachers, so I
learned about Special Education early.
I'm looking for a college with a strong
Special Education program. Those
moments of learning make the work
worthwhile: I love what I do; it fills

Gracemarie Stanko, a student at Mount Saint Mary Academy in Watchung,
with McAuley School student Josiah Matthews from South Plainfield.

me with joy no matter how tired I
become."

When asked what she has learned,
Gracemarie said she knows society is
hard on people with differences and

her students face frustration and ridi-
cule. She has learned not to fear dif-
ferences. "I treat my students with re-
spect because of the special human
beings they are."

By Kenneth Morgan

Well, Thanksgiving is almost upon
us, bringing up images of Pilgrims and
Native Americans, food and family,
football and parades, and some pretty
unlucky turkeys. But, we're going to
briefly break into your nostalgia with
news from the South Plainfield Library

The library will close at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday, Nov. 22, and will be closed
all day on Thursday, Nov. 23, in ob-
servance of Thanksgiving Day

Because of the Thanksgiving holi-
day, we'll be following an abbreviated
schedule of children's programs. In this

•case, "abbreviated" means we'll have
only one program per age group.
"Storytime," for children age three and
over, will be held on Tuesday morning
at 10:30. "Time for 2's & 3's," for
children ages two and three, will be
held on Wednesday morning at 10:30.

. And "Books °N Babies," for children
up to age three, will be held on Friday
morning at 10:30. Each program lasts
about an hour; no pre-registration is
required. For more details, please call
us at (908) 754-7885.

We've also got some programs for

Carmen's
Trattoria

907-C Oaktree Road • South Plainfield
Phone: (908) 822-1424

Fax: (908) 822-1434

Carmen's Trattoria is proud to present our new Head Chef, Darek Haupt,
Darek has worked at some of New Jersey's best Italian restaurants.

He graduated 5 th in the Class of 1987 at Culinary Institute of America.
Darek is a resident of South Plainfield, with many ties to the community,

making Darek a perfect addition to our staff. So, come on down to
Carmen's and taste some of our new and exciting specials.

Carmen's Trattoria.
(Serving Fine Italian Food and Pizza

Specialising in Catering for all occasions.

adults on the way. First, don't forget
about tomorrow's financial and home
buying seminar at 2 p.m. Mortgage
consultant Elise Counts of First Eq-
uity Home Loans will speak about
various related subjects, including re-
financing, investments and credit re-
pair. Spanish translation is available.
The program is being presented free,
but pre-registration is requested.
' The next day, Sunday, Nov. 19, we
have a program related to this month's
display, provided by Johanna's Cre-
ations of Middlesex, of a variety of
creative treatments applied to photo-
graphs, as well as other specialized gifts
and items. On Sunday at 2 p.m.,
Johanna Salvemini, owner of Jo-
hanna's Creations, will speak at the
library about how these items were
created. She'll also take orders from
patrons for special holiday gifts in the
same style. A portion of the profits
from each sale will be donated to the
library to aid in current and upcom-
ing library projects. Everyone is in-
vited to this program.

Looking a bit further a head, singer
Heather Mulvey will make a return
appearance at the library on Sunday,
Dec. 3, at 2 p.m. A native of New
Jersey, Mulvey performs a wide vari-
ety of music, including Celtic, blue-
grass and traditional American songs.
Her latest song program will feature
both Christmas carols and Hanukkah
songs, as well as sing-alongs with the
audience. This 45-minute holiday
program is being presented free, and
no pre-registration is required.

This year, the library is once again
participating in the "Books to Keep"
program. A program of the libraries
of Middlesex and the Middlesex
County College Library, "Books to
Keep," provides new books to needy
children during the holiday season.
Since its inception, over 140,000
books have been distributed in coop-
eration with 49 different agencies and
organizations throughout Middlesex
County You can donate books to the
program at the library until Dec. 15.
You may also make a monetary dona-
tion using one of the donation enve-
lopes, found at our circulation desk
next to the "Books to Keep" collec-
tion box.

Finally, just a word to those of you
planning for next week's Thanksgiv-
ing Day meal. We at the library would
like to help you. While we can't chip
in towards the grocery bill or cover
your bets on the football games, we
do offer a pretty wide variety of cook-
books and cooking videos. These
should give you a lot of ideas you can
use when putting the day's menu to-
gether, whether you favor the tradi-
tional turkey or some other alterna-
tive. (Thanksgiving nachos, perhaps?
Or maybe Thanksgiving moo goo gai
pan.) And, for the aftermath of the
feast, we have a lot of exercise and fit-
ness tides to help you shed the extra
ballast (though all the mall walking
on Black Friday might just do the
trick). All part of our attention to ser-
vice, folks.

That's about all for now. We'll see
you on the aforementioned Black Fri-
day And we, at the library, wish you all
a happy and safe Thanksgiving.

All together now! "Over the river
and through the woods..."

Readers Please Note!
There is no Observer
next week. Our next

issue will be December 1.

Have a Happy
Thanksgiving.
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Kiran Rajan Named Junior Journalist

Kiran Rajan, Roosevelt School third
grader, with teacher Michael Bertram.

Kiran Rajan, third grader at
Roosevelt School, is this week's win-
ner in the 2006-07 Junior Journal-
ist program. His untitled poem
about fall has earned him dinner for
his family; courtesy of Hometown
Heros.

Students should submit their origi-
nal written works to their teachers,
school principal, Hometown Heros
on Hamilton Blvd. or the Observer
office at 1110 Hamilton Blvd.

Winners and their families will re-
ceive a catered dinner from Home-
town Heros and will be honored at a
year-end banquet in May of 2007.

For more information, call the Ob-
server at (908) 668-0010 or Home-
town Heros at (908) 755-4376.

A Labor of Love Ends with a "Yes"
The Labor Day Parade is a special day for many in South Piainfieid. This year will be memorable for this couple after
a surprise marriage proposal ended with a "yes." Thank you to South Piainfieid Lions Club for catching this on film.

SPHS Homecoming Nominations Announced

Untitled
By Kiran Rajan

Fall is nice. Swoosh, crunch.

Tweet, the birds are calling their babies from flight.
Soon they will grow.

Soon the plants will die. It is a terrible sight.

But it is how life goes on.
It is fall.

South Piainfieid High School has
announced the nominations for Class
of 2007 Homecoming King and
Queen.

The nominees for Homecoming
King are Nicholas Baldassarre, Chris-
topher Bizup, Michael J. George,
Garrettt Gianneschi, Daniel Hubner,
Michael Jakubik, Darren Kaczowski,
Taylor MandeL Daniel McCreesh and
Thomas Pryor.

The nominees for Homecoming
Queen are Nicole Benak, Megan
Boyle, Sarah Brooks, Melissa Budhan,
Kristina Cursi, Dcsirac Davis, Katie
Eder, Jessica Hill Cassie Hoffman,
Kassandra Joyner, Brittani Kennedy,
Phong Le, Jennifer Little, Maria
Lopez, Nicole Miglis, Susan Mott,
Katie Noonan, Meshva Patel, Sonali
Patel, Kate Reichert, Kyla Rouse, Chris-

tina Shuetz, Geraldine Valladares,
Brittanie Wong and Alyssa Woodel.

Nominees must maintain at least
a 2.75 GPA and participate in two
current extracurricular activities. The
nominees were asked to sign verify-
ing they meet the qualifications and
to write a brief biography about

themselves.
Winners will be announced after

presstime and will be published in the
December 1 issue.

Other homecoming events sched-
uled for Nov. 22 are the Powder Puff
game at 3 p.m., pep rally at 5 p.m.
and bonfire at 6:45 p.m.

Johanna's Creations Featured at Library
Throughout November, the SP li-

brary will host a display provided by
Johanna's Creations of Middlesex.
The display will feature a variety of
creative treatments applied to photo-
graphs, as well as other specialized gifts
and items. On Nov. 19, at 2 p.m.,
owner Johanna Salvemini will speak
at the library about how these items
were created. She will also take orders

from patrons for special holiday gifts
in the same style. A portion of the
profits from each sale will be donated
to the library to aid in current and
upcoming projects.

For information, call the library at
(908) 754-7885 or visit www.south
plainfield.lib.nj.us. For info about
Johanna's Creations, call (732) 469-
3210 or email jo@johannas.com.

BOYLE
The Helen Street Project has to

continue and must be supported by
everyone. Voice your opinions loudly
to protect the safety of yourselves and
your children. Do not let this project
be placed on the back burner. There is
definitely strength in numbers and or-
ganization, so let us unite!

The Edison Wetlands Association
has some big plans for South Plain-

field. They are people who do not live
here, yet claim to know how to pro-
tect our children and are trying to dic-
tate when they should be outside.
Helen Street was used as, and is not, a
political football, and this nonsense
has to stop. We all need to work to-
gether to continue fighting for the
completion of this project. It was okay
for Edison to put a bridge over the

Know what's happening?
Read about what's going on in South
Piainfieid every Friday in the Observer.
You'll never know what you missed.

To request home
delivery of the Observer,
call 908-668-0010.

„ , South Piainfieid

Observer
m m

1110 Hamilton Boulevard, South Piainfieid
Or email your request to spobserver@comast.net

Log on to the

Borough of South PlainfielcTs

official web site at

southplainfieldnj.com
Visit your community web site for the latest local news on

• Mayor and Council
• Planning Board & Board of Adjustment Agendas
• Police - Fire - Rescue Squad
• Recreation • Youth Activities
• Senior Corner • Professional & Business Directory
• Community Bulletin Board • Civic Organizations
• Election Results and more

Advertise your business and support on
South Plainfield's own web site

For rates or information email at: southplainfieldnj.com
Or call 908-226-7656

Dismal Swamp. Yet they don't want
South Piainfieid to build a road there.

Grant monies were graciously re-
ceived by South Piainfieid Board of
Education through the efforts of Sena-
tor Barbara Buono, of which a por-
tion was used to restore the South
Piainfieid Middle School sports pro-
grams. Grants must be applied for
annually, and these programs will once
again be subject to budget cuts if this
year's budget is defeated. Residents
should ban together to fight to keep
academic and sports programs when
Dr. Rosado begins the 2007 Board
of Education budget presentations.
Plan to attend, listen and ask ques-
tions. And remember, voters in South
Piainfieid do not affect teachers' con-
tract when voting for or against the
passage of the school budget. Don't
lose sight that this is all about the chil-
dren.

Thank you to those who sup-
ported the SPHS Athletic Booster
Club used clothing drive benefiting

die Jost Held ticket booth and SPHS
indoor bleachers. The clothing, shoes
and bedding filled two American Used
Clothing Company trucks. Thank you
Bob Boyle of Roma Food, for the
use of the truck and for unloading
and reloading them. Collected items
will be sent to Russia and Poland to
benefit less fortunate families.

Once again, thank you to the SPHS
Peer to Peer Leadership program, un-
der the direction of Mary Ellen Mart-
ko, Ms. Vandermark, Mr. Baker, Ms.
Zurka, Mr. Encinas and Mr. Hajduk,
and the Grant School PTO, for their
generous donations and baskets to be
distributed to nine less fortunate local
families. What a great satisfaction it is
to help others and give back to the
community.

Congratulations to the New Jersey
Red Raiders 12U, AAU baseball team
for their first place win in the Fall Ball
League Championship game.

Congratulations to the SPHS girls
Softball team, coached by Joe Mat-

n'cola and Sephanie Zitch, on an un-
defeated season.

Please remember that all SPHS
sport team athletes must sign a con-
tract stating they will not participate
in drinking, smoking, drug use and
will uphold good sportsmanship.
Please continue to maintain pride in
yourselves and our school.

Thank you to the chairpersons of
the Yankee Candle fundraiser at Grant
Elementary for a job well done. This
fundraiser benefited the 2007-2008
Stokes trip. For upcoming fund-
raising events, suggestions or to help,
contact Angel Jazikoff, chairwoman
of the Stokes Committee.

Best wishes to Tom Rizk and Steph-
anie Wrublevski on your upcoming
wedding.

Wow! What an exciting SPHS var-
sity football game on Friday, Nov. 10
at Union City. Congratulations South
Piainfieid High School football
coaches and team. Way to go!

Abundant thanks.
Teleflora's Amber
Autumn Bouquet

$5500
and up

Teleflora's Amber
Autumn Bouquet

$4500
and up
each plus
delivery

Thanksgiving is
Thursday, November 23

Mohn's Flowers &
Fancy Foods
2325 Piainfieid Ave. South Piainfieid
(908)561-2808
www.mohnsflorist.com

Teleflora's Amber
Autumn Bouquet

$65oo
and up
each plus
delivery

telefora.
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Veterans Day Ceremonies Held
(Continued from page 1)
speech about their membership problems.
She explained that her six brothers all served
during the war and all returned alive and un-
harmed. "They stood in the mud and rain and
helped build this VFW building and I don't
want to see this place close. We are going to

Navy Veteran Joseph Yednak

stand strong and we will not let them down,"
she explained.

Among the many guests in attendance
were: Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan, Mayor
Dan Gallagher, Councilmen Matthew Anesh,
Robert Bengivenga, Jr., Charles JButrico, Ray
Petronko, former Councilman Ed Kubala
and Police Chief John Fcrraro. Each speaker
emphasized the sacrifice our veterans made
for all of us and were thanked for their service
to our country. "The fact that we just held free
elections is just one of the many reasons we
should thank every veteran who ever served,"
said Gallagher.

Veterans from World War II, Korea, Viet-
nam and Iraq were in attendance, some in full
uniform. World War II Veteran Joseph Yednak,
80, was jast one of the many veterans who
attended, wearing his medals and navy cap.
He was born in South Plainfield just before it
became incorporated. Joe and his five brothers
proudly served in World War JX

Following the ceremonies, the ladies auxil-
iary hosted a luncheon.

If you would like to join the VFW, call (908)
668-9751.

Members of the VFW perform a gun salute during the ceremonies.

VFW Ceremonies May Be the Last for Local Veterans
Each year on the 11th day of the

11th month at 11 o'clock ceremo-
nies are held all over the country to
remember our veterans. Those who
served our country in both peace and
wartime are honored.

Each year members of the South
Plainfield VFW host their ceremonies
locally, but this could be the last year

they will be able to do so if their
membership does not increase in the
near future.

One cannot help but notice that
the membership at the VFW is dwin-
dling each year. Most of the active
members are in their 70's and 80's
and the VFW is losing members each
and every month while not enough

younger veterans are stepping up to
take their place.

During the ceremonies held on
Saturday, VFW Commander Julius
Peterson said, "We are losing 15,000
veterans a day and we need veterans to
replace our older members. Otherwise
this organization will cease to exist and
our doors will have to close."

Two Receive Annual Cappy Award

•m rj
Donald Fiore accepts the Cappy Award on

(Continued from page 1)
Fiore was his son, Donald. Curcio
said Fiore was, "an athlete, a boxer, a
football and baseball coach. But most
importantly, he was a great father, a
great husband and a great person."

Fiore worked with the youth of
South Plainfield for over 35 years.
During those years, he touched the
lives of thousands of children. His
experience of more than 30 profes-
sional fights helped him train many

Father, Artie.

of South Plainfield's youth. There
were at least three Golden Gloves
State champions who were given an
opportunity to learn and work with
him. He did his training in the original
PAL gym. Besides boxing, Artie was
also a coach for Pop Warner Football
and the Junior Baseball Club for 30
years.

Speaking about Jim Curio was
Owen Kelly and his son, Jim. Curcio
was indeed a visionary when it came

to our youth sports. He was at the
forefront in finding a field for the Pop
Warner Football program. In fact,
after years of asking members of the
council for a place for the kids to play,
he held football practice on the front
lawn of Borough Hall ro gain the
public's attention. It worked. Today
the press box at the field bears his
name. He also organized the coaches
from the cheerleading conference and
hosted the first competition at SPHS.
Later he was instrumental in starting
the Ponytail Softball program. Again,
after getting nowhere with the coun-
cil, he simply announced signups for
girls to play Softball, and after hun-
dreds enrolled, a league was formed.
Today they play at Pitt Street Park, a
complex Curcio helped develop.

Both men were early pioneers
volunteering at a time when sports
programs in South Plainfield were
just emerging. They set a standard
of volunteerism for others that is
hard to match. Fortunately, each
generation has followed their lead,
and sports in South Plainfield con-
tinues to grow and expand. One can
only hope that future generations
will continue to volunteer as those
in the past have.

NAPA Auto Care Center
Tire Center • Tune-Ups • Brakes •
Exhaust • Mufflers • Oil Changes

Alignment • A/C Repairs & Recharging

OPEN 6 DAYS

732-424-0702
3201 Hamilton Blvd. So Plainfield

Road Construction
School Board * Elections

Crime and more

Want Answers?

(908)

668-0010

See Oscar ,
for eyelash

perms,
extensions
and tints

The VFW is more than just a social
group. Members visit schools and
talk to students about their experi-
ences in the service, instruct them
on the proper care of the flag, work
with the boy scout troops, sponsor
democracy essay contests and give out
scholarships. But most importantly,
they regularly visit patients at the

Lyons Veterans Hospital. Sometimes
the only visitors patients see are the
members of the VFW and they look
forward to their visits.

If you would like to learn more
about joining the VFW, you can at-
tend the men's auxilary meeting to be
held on Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 7:30.
Or you can call (908) 668-9751.

Bill Ashnault congratulates Jim Curcio on receiving the Cappy Award.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

DINNER SPECIALS INCLUDE:
Our famous Cucumber Salad, Appetizer, Soup, Tossed Salad,
Entree, Potato, Vegetable, Bread and Butter, Dessert & Coffee

APPETIZERS
Herring in Cream

Fruit Juice
Fruit Cup

DESSERT
Fruit Pie

Jello, Pudding
Ice Cream

SALAD DRESSINGS
Italian, French

Russian
Roquefort

1. Roast Tom Turkey with Stuffing $13.95
2. Sliced London Broil with Mushroom Caps $14.95
3. Roast Fresh Ham with Stuffing $12.75
4. Roast Prime Rib of Beef $17.95
5. Roast Long Island Duckling $14.95
6. Roast Chicken with Stuffing $12.95
7. Broiled Filet of Sole $14.95
8. Broiled Seafood Combinations:

Includes: Filet, Crab Legs, Stuffed Shrimp, Lobster Tail
and Scallops $35.00

9. Veal Parmigiana $13.75
10. Veal Francaise $13.75
11. Porterhouse Steak with Mushroom Caps $18.50
12. Baked Virginia Ham $13.95
13. Filet Mignon Petite $14.00

CHILDRENS ' SPECIALS INCLUDE:

Potato, Vegetable, Milk or Soda and Dessert

1. Roast Tom Turkey with Stuffing $8.75 4. Spaghetti and Meatballs $7.95
2. Roast Beef $8.75 5. Chicken in a Basket $8.95
3. Chopped Steak $7.95

DESSERTS
Homemade Rice Pudding, Fruit Flavored Jello, IceCream (any other dessert$1.00 extra)

222 Front Street, South Plainfield • (908) 755-7427
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Sports
South Plainfield Elks Announce 34th
Annual Elks "Hoop Shoot" Competition

The South Plainfield Elks compe-
tition for the 34th annual Elks "Hoop
Shoot," the national free throw shoot-
ing contest for youngsters ages 8

Advertise in the Observer,
Call 908-668-0010.

through 13, will be held at the PAL
building on Nov 26 at 1 p.m., with
registration beginning at noon.

Over three million youngsters from
throughout the country entered last
year's competition for boys and girls
in the age categories 8-9, 10-11 and
12-13. Each contestant has 25 shots
at the hoop. The boys and girls in each
age group with the best scores advance
through four tiers of competition to
qualify for the national finals to be
held in Springfield, Mass.

Local winners will compete against
other contestants in the district event
to be held in New Brunswick in early

January on a date to be announced.
The winners of the district contest will
advance to the state competition, to
be held in Woodbridge on February
11,2007. Names of the national win-
ners will be inscribed on the. Elks Na-
tional "Hoop Shoot"'plaque on per-
manent display in the Naismith Me-
morial Basketball Hall of Fame in
Springfieldj Mass.

Contestant's age group will be de-
termined by their age as of April 1,
2007. Proof of age will be required.

For further information, please
contact Sharon Reuter at (908) 791-
1214.
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Thank you Referee Tim for all your
time with the recreation soccer
"A" League. We appreciate you!

-Joan

By Glenn Cullen

JUNIOR BASEBALL
CLUB NOTES

S P J B C
will hold its
finalearlyreg-1
istration for
2007 on Hi - '
day, Nov. 17,
from 6 to 9
p.m. and Saturday,
Nov 18 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Registration for coaching, manag-
ing and umpiring can also be done
during these signups.

Volunteers for the 2007 season are
also being sought. In particular, the
SPJBC needs snack stand captains.
Anyone interested is asked to call the
SPJBC at (908) 754-2090 or e-mail
www.southplainfieldjbc@yahoo.com.
Also, fed free to visit our website at
www.leaguelineup.com/spjbc.

SOCCER

Fusion Avoids Explosion
The South Plainfield Soccer Club's

U-14 Fusion went on die road last
week to fece off against the Aberdeen-
Matawan Explosion once again, after
suffering a 1-0 loss early this season at
home.

Fusion opened the scoring with a
beautiful kick to the goal by Will Mott
in the first half. Explosion answered
back with an unfortunate direct goal
penalty, which was narrowly missed
by goalkeeper Jason Pattison, who has
done a great job stepping up to this
position. The rain picked up during
the second half along with Fusion's
determination to win. The combina-
tion of excellent shooting, passing and
ball control resulted in two additional
goals scored by Stephen Lanza and
Jake Salerno. The game ended with a
3-1 win for South Plainfield, bring-

ing Fusion's record to a respectable
3-3-3.

The coaches are extremely proud of
their team and their flexibility in con-
standy switching positions on the field.
Also doing a fantastic job this season
are: Jesse Allen, Ryan BiJJich, Edgar
Callejas, Jeff Gillen, Lucas Goitiandia,
Ryan Hutchison, Edwin Molina,
Manas Palma, Kyle Pompilio and Mite
Zelasko. Widi an excellent job in the
second half protecting our goal was
Nicholas Ross, who scored a goal in
last week's game and was incorrecdy
identified as another player-sorry Nick!

Our final game will be at 8 p.m.,
Friday, Nov. 17 at home against the
Berkeley Heights Boomers. Come out
and support our last weekend of the
fall season and don't forget to stop
by our snack stand.

U-8 Boys Tie Monroe
Last Saturday, on a warm Novem-

ber afternoon, the U-8 boys team tied
Monroe Township 2-2. Arsenal has
come a long way. This is their first sea-
son together and they are proving to
everyone that they can hold their own.

The team played a strong game.
With Tyler Curtis, Nicholas Plate, and
Ricky Pellegrino in net, Alec Paez, Jake
Hoffinan, and Jason Cieszkiewicz on
offense, and Jose Arrubla, Jake Smith,
and Jake Giordano in defense, they
dominated most of the game. Their
ball control and passing skills are re-
ally shaping up as they play each game.

There is only one game left in the

fell season which is on November 18
at 5 p.m. at the Kenneth Ave. fields.
Please come out and show your sup-
port of team Arsenal and the rest of
the South Plainfield Soccer Club.

eadeps Please Note!
There will be no

Observer next week.
Our next issue is

December 1.
Have a Happy
Thanksgiving.

Charlie and Debbie Kiirland iff Hometown Heros deliver
dinner to Junior Journalist winner Kelly O'Brien,
pictured with her mom, Kathy; dad, Mike; and sisters,
Kate and MacKenne. Also pictured is Kelly'sfriend
Kay la Massaro, whom tiie poem was written about.
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Kennedy School Students
Enjoy Trunk R Treating
By Jane Dornick

A little rain didn't dampen the spir-
its of youngsters Trunk R Treating at
Kennedy School on the evening of
Friday, Oct. 27. Parents spent an hour
decorating the trunks of their cars with
spooky Halloween themes for chil-
dren to visit and receive some early
holiday treats. There was also a
"haunted hallway" inside the school
with lots of fun and scary decorations.

In the gym there was plenty of food
and crafts for everyone including a
fortune teller played by Chelsea Cullen.
Prizes were awarded for the best deco-
rated trunks.

The first place winner was the
Czarnik family. Second place went to
the Davison's and third place went to
the O'Brien family Thanks go to Bar-
bara Bythell for putting together an-
other wonderful event.

Charles E Bulrico, Sc, 82
Charles E Butrico, Sr. died on Tues-

day, Nov. 14 in the Haven Hospice
Unit of Muhlenberg Regional Medi-
cal Center in Plainfield, surrounded
by his family and friends.

Born in New York City, he resided
there until 1937 when he moved to
South Plainfield.

A Navy veteran of WWII, Charles
saw duty in America, European, Afri-
can, Asian and Pacific areas as a gun-
ner aboard a Liberty Ship.

As a graduate of the class of 1943,
he and his school friends calkd "the
lunch bunch" met once a month for
lunch and had most recently met this
past Tuesday

He began his career as a real estate
broker and a builder before entering
the family business, Lehigh Utility of
South Plainfield. He retired in 1992
only to continue to work with his
son doing carpentry.

Charlie was a past president and life
member of the South Plainfield Ital-
ian American Club, the Manville
VFW #2290, a life member of the
South Pfainfield Knights of Colum-
bus Council #6203 and a past of-
ficer and team manager with the South
Plainfield Junior Baseball Club.

In addition, Charles was an active
member of Our Lady of Czesrochowa
RC Church and a member of their
Holy Name Society. He was also in-
strumental with the construction of
the new church. Charles was also faith-
ful to Sacred Heart RC Church, vol-
unteering and assisting with different
tasks through the years.

Surviving are his wife of 48 years,
Irene (Jaskulski) Butrico; five.sons
and their wives, Charlie and Sherry, Bill
and Suzanne, Vincent and Maria,
Michael and Gayle, all of South Plain-
field and Paul and Laura of Warren;
three sisters, Grace Bertrucci, Ann
Demico and Theresa Tolischus and three
brothers, Angelo, Rank and William
Butrico. Charles is also the proud
grandparent of 17 grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held on Sat-
urday, Nov. 18 at 9:15 a.m. in the
McCriskin Home For Funerals on
Plainfield Ave. followed by a 10 a.m.
funeral mass in Our Lady of Czesto-
chowa Church. Interment will follow
in Holy Redeemer Cemetery in South
Plainfield.

Visitation will be held on Friday
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to Our Lady
of Czestochowa Church.

Anna Coccorese
DeFillipo, 87,

Anna Coccorese DeFillipo of passed
away Wednesday, Nov. 8, at Muhlen-
berg Regional Medical Center in
Plainfield.

Anna was born in New York City,
and in her early married years she re-
sided briefly in New Brunswick be-
fore moving to South Plainfield 56
years ago.

Anna was a communicant of Sac-
red Heart Church in South Plainfield
and a member of their Monday Mom-
ing Club and the Atoer Rosary Society.

Anna was past president of the la-
dies auxiliary of the South Plainfield
B.EO. Elks 2298 and a former mem-
ber of the ladies auxiliary of the Italian
American Progressive League in South
Plainfield.

Anna is predeceased by her son,
Angelo DeFillipo, who died in 2003.

She is survived by her husband of
58 years, Louis A. DeFillipo; two
daughters, Gloria DeFillipo of Spring-
field, Mass, and Nancy and husband
Peter Guarraci of South Plainfield; a
brother, Ernst Coccorese of Long Is-
land; a daughter-in-law, Lorraine
DeFillipo of Berlin; six beloved grand-
children, Anthony and Anabel
Guarraci, Christopher Guarraci, Maria,
Stefani and Nicholas DeFillipo and a
great grandson, Griffin.

Funeral services were held at the
South Plainfield Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory can be made to the South
Plainfield Volunteer Fire Department,
123 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, N.J.
07080.

Elsie H. Walsh, 92
Elsie H. Walsh died on Thursday,

Nov. 9, at her home.
Born in Irvington, she resided in

the Irvington and Newark area for all
her life except when she moved to
South Plainfield to live with her
daughter four years ago.

Elsie was a lab technician for Vic-
tory Engineering of Springfield for
30 years before retiring in 1989.

Elsie had a great love for everyone
in her family and she will be sadly
missed by them all. She also enjoyed
crocheting and creating a variety of
different crafts.

Herfitsthusband, Christopher Tighe,
and her second husband, Raymond
Walsh, have both predeceasedher.

Surviving is a daughter and son-in-

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

Adult Graves starting at: $1275
Cremorial Graves starting at: $750

(Prices include perpetual care)

Please visit our new website
www.hiHsideremetery.coiii

It is far easier for your family if you plan ahead

law, Maureen Ann and James Mosier
of South Plainfield; a sister, Mildred
Johnson and a brother, Joseph Huth,
both of California. Also surviving are
five grandchildren and 11 greatgrand-
children.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home for Funerals.

Barbara Jean
Palumbo Loth, 47

Barbara Jean Palumbo Loth passed
away on Wednesday, Nov. 8 at Com-
munity Hospital in Toms River.

A long-time resident of South
Plainfield before moving to Seaside
Heights several
years ago, she
was the former
owner of the
Shake Her
Lounge in
Dunellen for
15 years, and
woriedwithher
momforseveral Barbara Jean Palumbo
years at The Little Store on Clinton Ave.

Barbara is predeceased by her fa-
ther, Joseph Nagan; a sister, Patty
Loth; a brother, Lonnie Nagan and her
grandparents Helen and Joseph Jurusik

Surviving are two sons, Michael
and Vincent Palumbo; her mother,
Jean Sabino; a sister, Carol Trezza and
brother-in-law, Rocky Trezza; two
brothers, Alan Nagan and Gary Nagan
and 11 nieces and nephews:

Funeral services were private.

Michael Drahus, 77
Michael Drahus passed away Friday,

Nov. 10, at JFK Medical Center in
Edison.

Funeral services were held at the
South Plainfield Funeral Home.

Carl Burke, 78
Carl Burke died at home on Thurs-

day, Nov. 9.
Carl was born in 1928 in Plainfield,

but was raised in North Plainfield. At
the age of 17,he joined the U.S. Navy
and served in World War II on the
USS Constitution. He was honor-
ably discharged in April of 1949. A
proud veteran, Carl was awarded the
American Victory Medal for his ser-
vice during wartime.

After serving in the Navy, Carl was
employed at Mack Trucks in Bridge-
water and retired after working there
for 30 years. Upon his retirement
from Mack Trucks, Mr. Burke worked
in the maintenance department at
United National Bank in Plainfield
for nine years.

Carl resided in South Plainfield since
1961 and was a member of the United
Auto Worker Union for more than
40 years. He will be sadly missed by all
his family and friends.

He is predeceased by his wife,
Josephine (Lechowitz) Burke, who
died in August of 2004 and two broth-
ers, Harold Jr. and Clarence.

Surviving are two daughters, Carol
Christian and husband Brian of North

Plainfield and Jeanne Boucher and
husband Ray of New Hampshire and
six grandchildren, Ryan, Melissa,
Shanna, Christopher, Patrick and
Jonathan. Also surviving is one great-
grandson, Gavin.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin Home for Funerals.

Anne R (Cotignola)
Onorato, 90

Anne P. (Cotignola) Onorato died
on Sunday, Nov. 12 at home.

Bom and raised in Woodbridge,
Anne lived in South Plainfield, Piscata-
way and Toms River before moving
back to South Plainfield nine months
ago.

During WWII, Anne worked at
Cornell Dubilier on the assembly line.
After Cornell Dubilier, she worked in
the cafeteria of Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield, retiring
in the 1970's.

A former member of Sacred Heart
RC Church, Mrs. Onorato enjoyed
reading and playing cards.

She is predeceased by her first hus-
band, Michael Cotignola, and by her sec-
ond husband, Sabatore Louis Onorato
and all of her brothers and sisters.

Surviving are two sons, David and
Michael Cotignola of South Plainfield,
five grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at Mc-
Criskin Home for Funerals.

HOME FOR FUNERALS, LLC
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

'An Independent, Family Owned & Operated Funeral Home"

PRE ARRANGEMENTS • S/S MEDICAID PROTECTION • CREMATION SERVICES

Richard W. McCriskin, Mgn, N.J. Lie. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, NJ . Lie. No. 3382

James A. Gustafson, NJ . Lie. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin II, N J . Lie. No. 4564

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com Fax (908) 561-6744

OTJR FAMILY CARING
FOR YOUR FAMILY

SINCE

• Traditional Services

• Prearrangements

• Cremation

• Medicaid Accepted

LAWFIELD
FUNERAL HOME

Oldest funeral home in tovm.

2456 Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 756-2800
www.southplainfieldfuneralhome.com

Tamara L. Hawbaker, Manager N.J. l ie. No. 4577
Franklin H. Rainear, Jr., Director, N.J. Lie. No. 4543

Glenn J. Scarponi, Director, N.J. l ie. No 4411
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INYOUROPINION
The opinions expressed in this column are not necessarily those of the publisher.

(Continued from page 2)
Cindy Michael's Jewelers and South
Plainfield Senior Citizens Center for
helping us distribute them. Calendars
are also available at the History Center
on Tuesdays from 2-8 p.m. or by call-
ing (908) 754-7268. Once again,
thank you.

THE CALENDAR COMMITTEE

l b the Editor:
I am writing this letter on election

eve, hoping that whoever wins will
set aside partisan bickering and be
strong, vocal advocates for the needs
of South Plainfield. Our town has
some problems, but also much poten-
tial to be realized if we work together

As a town we seem to have an iden-
tity crisis, as demonstrated by the move
several years ago to change the town's
name. We, as a community, need to
decide what we want our town to be
in the next 20 years and devise a "mas-
ter plan" to get there. We are fortu-
nate to have fields, streams and woods
within the town limits. Preserving our
heritage and our open spaces, creat-
ing bikepaths and greenways around
town, and changing our zoning ordi-
nances to increase lot sizes will ensure
our quality of life.

Perhaps the most urgent task at
hand is to insist that the EPA restore
the Cornell Dubilier site on Hamilton
Blvd., one of the country's most pol-
luted EPA Superfund sites, and re-
move all contaminants now. Noth-
ing has been done about this site,
which borders our homes, our parks
and our water supply The contami-
nants at Cornell Dubilier include
PCBs, TCE and its dechlorination
products, volatile and non-volatile
organics, 19 different pesticides, as well
as 23 metals and dioxins. The EPA's
Final Report of the N.J. Comparative
Risk Project lists the effects of these as
"neurodevelopmental retardation, de-
creased thyroxine levels, reproductive
dysfunction, immune system suppres-
sion, carcinogenesis and enzyme in-

duction." The chemicals there are
linked to breast cancer, non-Hodgkins
lymphoma, liver and gall bladder can-
cers, pancreatic cancer and more. It is
imperative this be addressed now.

We can capitalize on our assets with-
out destroying the best of our past.
We forget that New Jersey was center
stage for the American Revolution, with
Bound Brook the front line between
the British and the Americans. How
about SPHS students researching the
handful of older houses in town and
getting them listed in the State histori-
cal register* The Polish Home was cho-
sen as a film location because it was
"retro." We have a charming downtown
area that could be Anytown USA from
the 1920's to present day With an orga-
nized'effort on our part perhaps more
filmmakers would use South Plainfield.

Another project that would bring a
great deal to our town is light rail ser-
vice. A light rail line could be built on
the existing Conrail right-of-way. This
was done between Trenton and Cam-
den. This would draw passengers not
only from town but also from the
overcrowded stations of Dunellen
and Metuchen and make home own-
ership in town more attractive to those
who already commute by rail.

To avoid creating future Superfund
sites it is important that new com-
mercial investment in South Plainfield
be dean industry. The Tingley Rub-
ber site would be a great place for an
outlet complex, since the closest are in
Elizabeth (Jersey Gardens) and Flem-
ington (Liberty Village). This would
provide jobs and with dose access to
Rt. 287, would not add to traffic in
the center of town.

This is a town where neighbors
know each other, where our children
and their futures are the focus of daily
life, where cars will still stop to let
people cross the street from CVS to
the bank at "rush hour" We have a great
deal to be proud of, and so much more
is possible if all of us work together.

JANET MOVERS BOWMER

Pizza Stop
Presents

the
WEBMES9AY

Time you Call is the Price
You Pay per Large Pizza
(Plus Tax) Toppings Extra, Pick-Up Only

(908) 755-0101 • 340 Hamilton Blvd.

Girl Scout Troop 431 celebrates the birthday of Juliette Low, founder of Girl
Scouting.

Open Enrollment
For Prescription
Drug Plan Begins

Last year, seniors were asked to sign
up for Part D: Medicare Prescription
Drug Plan. Because so many plans
were available, some may have been
confused and chosen a plan that
doesn't quite meet their needs.

Open enrollment began Nov. 15
and runs through Dec 31. Seniors
have the opportunity to change their
plans. They can change plans only dur-
ing the open enrollment period.

Drugs cost have increased, which can
put them in the "donut hole" sooner
and they will have to pay full cost for
drugs. Premiums have gone up,
deducribles have increased, some drugs
may have been dropped from former
plans, plus there are many other
changes which could affect coverage.

If anyone requires help sorting out
their options and saving money, they
can call the Office on Aging located at
the South Plainfield Senior Center at
(908) 754-1047 for an appoint-
ment. A SHIP (Senior Health Insur-
ance assistance Program) counselor is
available.

Girl Scouts Celebrate
Juliette Low's Birthday

South Plainfield Troop 431 orga-
nized and ran a Juliette Low Birthday
Party at Riley School last month. The
evening commenced with a custom-
ary flag ceremony and induded six craft
stations scattered throughout the
school's gymnasium designed for
Brownie Girl Scouts.

Nearly 50 girls attended the event,
coming away with a variety of crafts
they created as well as a Juliette Low
Birthday Party Fun Patch. The group
got a head start on celebrating the
founder of the Girl Scout movement's

birthday as she was bom back on Oct.
31, 1860.

South Plainfield is one of 24 com-
munities proudly served by the Girl
Scouts of Washington Rock Coun-
cil. Founded in 1957, GSWRC pro-
vides the optimal Girl Scout experi-
ence to over 11,000 girls and adults.
Be sure to visit the council's home in
cyberspace at www.westfieldnj.com/
girlscouts.

BOE Meeting Dates
The Finance Committee meet-

ings held at 7 p.m. in the Roosevelt
Admin. BIdg., 2nd floor conference
room will be hdd on Monday, Dec.
18; Tuesday, Jan, 16; Tuesday, Feb.
20; Monday, March 19 and Mon-
day, April 2.

The Building & Grounds Com-
mittee meetings held at 6 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Administration
Building on the 2nd floor confer-
ence room will be held on Mon.,
Dec. 18; Tues., Jan. 16; Tues., Feb.
20; Mon., Mar. 19 and Mon., Apr.
2. These will be work sessions only.
No public comment will be taken.

LEGALNOTICES

\Annual "SuperSkills

FERSFERS
INTER INDOOR

SOCCER CAMP' Boys&Girls ages 3-13

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE that the undersigned shall expose for sale, in accordance with R.S. 39:10A-1, at
public auction on November 24, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. at 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ,
the below described motor vehicles which came into possession of the South Plainfield Police
Department through abandonment or failure of owners to claim same.
The motor vehicles may be examined by contacting Traffic Safety.

Kicks-off wk of December 3rd.'
I n m a n Sports Club North Edison

| HartHan-Hartridge School North Edison I
YHICA Metuchen

I LIMITED EHROLLMENi-UII tomi to reserve |

732-777-1600

Year
1994

1995
1986

1995

1995

Make

Cadillac

Olds
Honda

Ford

BMW

South Plainfield Police Dept.
Off. Karl W, Schuetz
Traffic Safety Officer
$51.30

VIN#
1S6EL12YORU622970

1G3GR62C854128576
1HGBA7435GA054287

1FBJS31H35HA55586

WBABK6825SED16986

Status
Resale

Resale
Junk

Resale

Resale

Desc.

Eldorado

Aurora
Accord

Econoline

3181 Conv.

Mln Bid
$4000

$2800
$1000

$2000

$6000

November 17.200

WHAT ARE YOU GIVING YOUR LOVED

ONES THIS HOLIDAY SEASON?

The Observer—the best way to find
out what's going on. Period.

Yes, I want home delivery for myself or for a gift
NAME

Follow the tips and downs of the tor-
ough in the Observer, an independent
newspaper for South Plainfield.. Send
check or money order for $25/one year CITY; STATE, ZIP
(out-of-town-$30) to: South Plainlield
Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, r-omn r-ARn Nn i iu r riR V K A I
South Plainfield, NJ07080. L K t u " LARD N a l M t < 0 R VIS>A> -

PHONE

. EXP. DATE

If your request is for a gift subscription, please indicate recipient's name and address here

Questions? Call 908-668-0010 **We now accept VISA and Mastercard * *

to any elderly or disabled person
residing in South Plainfield.

(Os willdalivak to ipuh horns on
(Day at no duVupi.

9giftiu would liMdijuwhcA knew c$

CONTACT:

Shirley Thompson
131 Montrose Avc, South Plainfield

(908)294-1716
(908) 756-7686

Please call between 10-12
Monday through Friday

by December 23.
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Heather Mulvey
Will Perform at
the Library

On Sunday, Dec. 3, at 2 p.m., singer
Heather Mulvey will make a return
appearance at the South Plainfield
Library.

A native of New Jersey, Mulvey per-
forms a wide variety of music, includ-
ing Celtic, bluegrass and traditional
American songs. Her latest song pro-
gram will feature both Christmas car-
ols and Hanukkah songs, as well as
sing-alongs with the audience. This
45-minute holiday program is being
presented free, and no pre-registration
is required.

If you'd like more information,
please call the library at (908) 754-
7885 or visit the library's website at
www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us. For
more information about Ms. Mulvey
and her program, please visit her
website at www.heathermulvey.com.

Toys for Kids at
Thanksgiving
Football Game

The South Plainfield High School
Athletic Department and the South
Plainfield Athletic Booster Club will
be collecting "Toys for Kids" at the
South Plainfield vs. North Plainfidd
annual Thanksgiving Day football
game.

Anyone bringing- a new, un-
wrapped toy, suitable for a holiday gift,
will receive free admission to the game.
All collected toys will be donated to
South Plainfield Social Services and
the First Marine Division Toys for
Kids Program for distribution to lo-
cal families during the holiday season.

Game time is 10 a.m. on Thursday,
Nov. 23. Anyone who cannot attend,
but would like to donate a. toy, can
contact South Plainfield Athletic Di-
rector Mike Buggey at (908) 754-
4620, act 252.

Orchestra of St. Peters to
Perform at Sacred Heart

Banner for "Keep Our Kids Warm Coat Drive" hangs in front of McCriskin
Home For Funerals. The two-day coat drive was a huge success, with 75
coats donated for children in our community.

"Help Keep Our Kids
Warm" is Huge Success

Father Alphonse Stephenson Re-
turns to Sacred Heart Church on Sun-
day, Nov. 26 at 3 p.m. The orchestra is
under the direction of the internation-
ally renowned Reverend Alphonse
Stephenson.

Father Alphonse Stephenson is well
known for his versatility: part mae-
stro, part comedian and part priest.
His first orchestra was formed in New
York's Theatre District while he
served at St. Malachy's, the Actor's
Chapel. In 1980, Michael Bennett,
the late Broadway director and chore-
ographer, hired him as conductor and
music director for his smash hit, A
Chorus Line. He conducted nearly
3,000 performances of the famous
musical.

His concert will consist of tradi-
tional Christmas music and other sea-
sonal favorites. Father Stephenson
also entertains his audiences with his
good cheer and charisma.

His orchestra consists of 45 mem-
bers, who collectively have hundreds

Father Alphonse Stephenson

of years of study and performed tens
of thousands of conceits and recitals.

The performance will take place in
the church.

Tickets are $25 for general admis-
sion, $20 for seniors and students and
may be purchased by phoning (908)
755-6416 or (732) 549-9633.

This past weekend at McCriskin
Home For Funerals, in conjunction
with South Plainfield Social Services
Director Marge Ackerman, held a coat
drive called "Help Keep Our Kids
Warm." The drop-ofFlocation was the
main entrance of the funeral home
and borough residents who partici-
pated donated 75 coats, making the
coat drive a great success.

All of the coats that were collected
throughout the two-day coat drive will
be donated to children throughout
South Plainfield who are in need of a
winter coat for this upcoming winter
season. All of us at the funeral home,
along with the social services director,
would like to thank all who partici-
pated in this small, but important,
community service project. It has
demonstrated that we have pride in
youth and community, as well as lend-
ing a helping hand when asked. Thank
you for a job well done!

LEGAL NOTICES
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE No. 1761

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Ordinance #1761 entitled: A CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $45,000 FOR THE
PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS was adopted on first
reading and advertised in The Observer on Friday, November 17, 2006 and that a public hearing
be scheduled for Tuesday, December 5, 2006 at 8:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 2480 Plainfield
Avenue, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

ORDINANCE NO. 1761

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $45,000.00 FOR THE ACQUISITION OF VARIOUS
IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX,
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW
JERSEY as follows:

Section 1. That there is hereby authorized pursuant to applicable statutes of the State of New
Jersey, as a general improvement, the following improvements in the Borough of South Plainfield,
County of Middlesex, New Jersey:

Purchase of a Mason Dump Truck $45,000.00

TOTAL $45.QOQTQ0

Section 2. That the improvements described in Section 1 hereof shall be authorized as general
capital improvements for the Borough of South Plainfield in the County of Middlesex,
New Jersey.

Section 3. It is hereby determined and declared by this Mayor and Borough Council as follows:

A. That the maximum estimated amount of money to be raised from all sources for
the purposes stated in Section 1, hereof, is $45,000.00.

B. That the cost ior said projects shall be financed by from $35,000.00 from the
Reserve for Public Works Equipment and $10,000.00 from capital Surplus.

C. The estimated useful life of said improvements is hereby determined to be five1 (5)
years.

Section 4. That the total amount of the appropriation to be expended for Architectural and
inspection costs, legal costs, advertisement of ordinance and other expenses as
provided in Section 48:2-20 of the Revised Statutes, is not to exceed $i,000.00.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect after final passage and publication in accordance with
the law.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$11020 November 17,2006

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

November 11, 2006-Public Notice is hereby given that the following action was taken by the
South Plainfield Board of Adjustment at its' meeting held on November 9, 2006.

A. Case #06-09/M-Hamilton Commons, LLC. Block 259; Lots 1.01, 5, 6.01, 6.02, 7 & 12; Hamilton
Blvd. The applicant's request for final site plan approval, preliminary & final subdivision approval
& the front yard setback variances for the (2) residential structures was hereby GRANTED
subject to additional voluntary conditions. :

B. Case #57-06-Elon & Raywatee Viran. Block 259, Lot 3; 213 Church St. The applicant's request
for a variance to expand a non-conforming single family use by permitting an addition and to
allow (2) 8 ft. by 8 ft. sheds to remain on the property was hereby GRANTED subject to (1)
additional voluntary condition.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre
Secretary-Board of Adjustment

New\fears Eve Celebration
•Will be Held at Polish Home

Collection boxes inside the main
entrance of McCriskin Home For
Funerals at the start of "Help Keep
Our Kids Warm."

There will be a New Year's Eve cel-
ebration at the Polish National Home,
located on New Market Ave., on Dec.
31 at 8 p.m., featuring The John
Roesch Orchestra, an 18-piece big
band. They will be playing all of your
favorite big band era music as well as
modern and Latin songs for dancing
and listening enjoyment!

A scrumptious buffet including
chicken marsala, salmon, a sirloin carv-
ing station and a shrimp and lobster
station will be served along with fabu-

lous h'ors douvres and hour before
hand. Along with that will be an open
bar all evening with a champagne toast
at midnight. There will also be door
prizes given out during the night.

A portion of the proceeds will be
donated to a special jazz scholarship
fund to be awarded to a graduating
senior in the SPHS Jazz Band. The
cost of tickets is $100 and will only
be sold in advance. For more infor-
mation, please call John Roesch at
(908) 753-0688. •

$47.50 November 17,2006

"Santa Clans is coming to town/
South Plainfield Volunteer Fire Department

Presents.....

Project Santa
IT IS THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN, WHEN SANTA WILL BE TRAVELING AROUND TOWN BY

FIRE TRUCK, VISITING THE CHILDREN AND TO HELP RAISE MONEY FOR THE SOUTH PLAINFIELD
VOL FIRE DEPARMENT. CAN YOU IMAGINE THE FIRE TRUCK PULLING UP WITH SANTA CLAUS
PLAYING CHRISMAS CAROLS WITH LIGHTS AND SIRENS?

Here's how it works. We are requesting $ 25.00 donation from each family who would like to
have Santa deliver their presents by fire truck. You will need to complete the form below and enclose a
check in the amount of 25.00 Payable to the SPVFC. We also ask that you please wrap a SMALL
inexpensive pft (no more.than $20.00) and mark it with your child's name and address in big letters, and
the rest is up to us. So sit back and relax and the rest is up to us.

Family name —

Child or Children name

Age of child or children ~——

Address

Phone Number

Number of gifts

School District-

You can drop off the form and the packages at fire headquarters on:
MondayNov27* thru Dec8thbetween6:00pm-9:00pm
Sat Dec 2nd 9:00am -1:00pm Dec 3rd 1:00pm- 4:00pm

NOTE: Packages brought in after DEC 8? will be charted $50.00
Families must reside with the borough of South Plainfield.
Santa will be delivering to the various school districts between Monday Decl 1th through Thurs Dec 14*
between the hours of 6:00 pm - 9:00 pro A delivery schedule will be announced at later date.

Santa's hotline number is 908-412-8868 leave a message you win
receive a call back during the evening.

On 6edaCfofthe fire department we woufcCCike to tfiank you and
dove a safe and happy koRday.
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Chris Abbott as Old Man Strong and Dave Garatino as Bobby Strong.

Local Residents to
Perform in TJrinetown

Middlesex County College Per-
forming Arts Department presents
UrinOmm, The Musical, on Friday,
and Saturday, Nov 17 and 18 at 8
p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 19, at 2 p.m.
at the Performing Arts Center The-
ater.

Cast members include South

Plainfield residents Dave Garatino,
as Bobby Strong, Christopher
Abbott as Old Man Strong/Hot
Blades Harry and Jason Jackson as
Senator Fibb.

Tickets are $10 general admission
and $7 for students, staff and seniors.
For reservations call (732) 906-2589.

"Books to Keep" Program at Library
Once again this year, the library is

participating in the "Books to Keep"
program, collecting donations of
new hardcover and paperback books
for distribution to needy children
throughout the Middlesex County
area during the holiday season.

A project of the Libraries of
Middlesex, a consortium of public li-
braries, and the Middlesex County
College Library, "Books to Keep" was
started in 1990 to promote the joy of
reading, encourage library use, and
foster pride in book ownership. Since
its inception, over 140,000 books have
been distributed in cooperation with

49 different agencies and organizations
throughout Middlesex County Books
are distributed through service clubs
and social service agencies, including
day care centers and Head Start pro-
grams.

New hardcover and paperback
books for children and young people
may be brought to the library until
Dec. 15. Monetary contributions to
purchase additional books are also ac-
cepted. Donation envelopes are avail-
able at the library's circulation desk,
next to the "Books to Keep" collection
box.

The library is located in the South

Holiday Food Drive Announced
The time of year is approaching

when we very often count our bless-
ings and think of ways we can share
our good fortune with others. We
hope that you will consider sharing
your blessings to help a family in need.

A statewide food drive is being
sponsored by the Association of New
Jersey Chiropractors, a non-profit
state organization. Drop off non-per-
ishable food for those in need at
DeCosta Chiropractic Office, Dr. An-
thony J. DeCosta, located at 129

South Plainfield Ave. Food will be do-
nated to local food banks in that re-
gion. All non-pershiable food will be
donated to FISH Hospitality Pro-
gram. FISH has been serving home-
less women and families since 1990,
providing shelter and meals, as well as
offering assistance locating employ-
ment and affordable housing.

Drop off all items at the DeCosta
Chiropractic office before Wednesday,
Nov. 22. For information or office
hours, call (908) 755-1117.

PlainfieldMunicipal Complex at 2484
Plainfleld Ave. If you'd like more
information, please call (908) 754-
7885 or visit the library's website at
www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us.

policereport
• On Nov. 8 Verizon on Hadley Rd.

reported the theft of a fusion splicer
worth $11,000 from an unlocked
truck.

• OnNov. 9 Yasmeen C. Evans, 25,
of Plainfield was arrested for driving
on a suspended license and two out-
standing warrants.

• A Walnut St. resident reported
that eggs had been thrown at their
house.

• OnNov. 11 Quincy D.Jones, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested for hinder-
ing apprehension, driving on a sus-
pended license and three outstanding
warrants.

• On Nov. 12 a Maple Ave. resi-
dent reported the theft of a bicycle
from their back yard.

Don't look for the Observer

next week. We don't publish

Thanksgiving week.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONALS S
AUTOBODY CARPETING

R C
AUTO BODY
Exitert Color Matching,
24HourTowing
All Wort Fully

908-757-1933

3330 Park Ave., South Plainfield

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lie. #02313A

2210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

New Jersey 07080

1908-757-5100
I Fax: 908-75,7-3105

Carpet • Area Rugs • Repairs • Restretchlrig • Binding • Linoleum

Commercial and Residental
'Watt to Watt, Sam Catjs it Ait! - S |

Sam the Curvet Wfam
M Y WAY CARPET

1-877-GO-MYWAY
T-877-46S-9929

Fax: 908-756-4040 cell 908.405.5722 mywaycarpet.com
mywaycarpet@msn.com

119 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield, NJ 07080

The
Facts:

More people read in South Plainfield

read the Observer than any other lo-

cal newspaper. Want to reach South

Plainfield readers? Do it in the most

read publication in South Plainfield

- t h e Observer!

For rates & information,
call 908-668-0010.

Want to
reach local
buyers and

sellers?
Advertise your business in the

mast lead paper in South
Plainfield, the Observer.

Call 908-668-0010 and ask
how to get the best rates.

GARAGE DOORS

JUNK REMOVAL L LANDSCAPING

I GUITAR LESSONS

: '"GUITAR'
: LESSONS
• Beginner to Advanced

! 908-822-9702
• SOUTH PLAINFIELD

•A l l Styles

• Kenny Campbell
• • • • • • • •

• www.kennymusiclan.com

I MASSAGE

HANDYMAN

Kitchens, Bathrooms,
Painting

Decks • Windows • Doors
No Job Too Small

888-654-4279

MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE |

JUNK REMOVAL f

Any Item
Removed!

A.J.'S JUNK REMOVAL
(908) 229-4831

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS ft WALKS

• LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
• SHRUB & TREE PRUNING
• HYDRO SEEDING & SOD

• MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
• RETAINING WALLS

- RESIDENTIAL S COftWIERCIAL
- FREE ESTIMATES -

908-756-7272

1 .

.alarm
dscaping
7SC4P/NC

'•: Leslie Chambers
Telephone: (908)917-/668

fa*: (998) 757-5)75

> fully Insured •

CENTRAL JERSEY
Holistic Health Center and Spa I

MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY I
HYPNOSIS REIKl

DOULA LABOR ASSTSTANT

'Roxanne Cortese,cn,cw,cwr

2701 Park Ave. So. Piainfield, NJ 07080

(908)561-1511
By Appointment Only

GIFT CFRTIFICATES AND C1FT BASKPTS

Call
KLK Trucking for
Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield
Mix, Decorative & Crushed Stone

I Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing I
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

REAL ESTATE

The Team
That Works

We Get
Results! Moretti Realty

Give Us a Call &
We'll Prove It!
(908)7555300

Ext 302
0.11(908)578-1166

|AndrBa B Jesse LacerdaJ T O P A G E N T m R

"The Lacerda Team") OVER 10 YEARS

erdaA@MorettiRealty.co
.LacerdaTeam.com

1226 Maple Ave., South PtalnfleM, NJ 070801

Prudential
Rose REALTORS®
Rose Marie Peltoii

REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

Sooth Plainfielit Resident
For Over 39 Years

908-753-4450 X302
Toll Free 800 370-2424

Fax 908-753-0136
RosePeltonrti?att.net Rose Maria Pelton

# Prudential Rose REALTORS"
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watching, Nl 07069

Moretti Realty
Put your trust in a Realtor

Who am get the most Evelyn
money through Sherwood

knowledge t experience! Broker-
Assocuite

0ffice(908)755-5051&t313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: stieiwoode@mt)rettirealty.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

WMM
Best Realty

2318 Park Ave.,
South Plainfield
Jack cell 908-922-2368
Mike cell 908-405-9832

lOffice 908-755-0200 Ext. 272
« ™ www.pedersenbest.com -

Realtor-Associate pedersenbest@yahoo.com Realtor.Associate
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SPHS teacher Brandon Cosby with Democratic Congressional
candidate Linda Stender, who spoke to Law and Government classes
telling a SPHS student she is Linda Stender...the defender and
contender. Stender visited the school just before the election.

Sacred Heart Church Presents
"Matters of Life and Death"

Sacred Heart Church will present a
three-part panel presentation of life's
important issues surrounding death
and dying. "Matters of Life and
Death" is free and open to the public
Monday-Wednesday, Nov. 27-29,
from 7:30-9 p.m. in the Sacred Heart
School cafeteria. A panel of profession-
als will address: Nov. 27-The Theo-
logical and Spiritual Aspects of Death

and Dying; Nov. 28-The Legal and
Practical Issues of Estate Planning,
Wills, Trusts, Bequests and Advanced
Directives for Health Care; Nov. 29-
Pastoral, Hospice and Palliative Health
Care and Funeral Arrangements: Pre-
planning and "at need" Planning.

Please call with number attending-
(908) 756-0633, ext. 10.

HELP WANTED

NURSES/LPNs,RNs,CHHA-IMME-
diate opening. FAT, PAT, per diem. Retir-
ees/new nurses welcome. Will train for
cases. Mercer, Middlesex & other areas.
(732)24^8905.

FT/FT GENERAL OFFICE-BOOK-
keeper for paving & excavating co. Must
know QuickBooks & Excel. Call (908)
757-2215.

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER & AIDE
positions available. Part-time hours. Ex-
perience preferred. South Plainfield
area. Please call (908) 753-4477.

WAITRESSES WANTED-SHERBAN'S
Diner. Daytime/Evenings, PAT and F/T
Stop in or call (908) 755-7427.

$15 for 3 lines, $1 for each additional

line. 10% disc, for four insertions.
Deadline: Monday, 5 pm. Garage Sale

Ads: $20. To place an ad, call
908-6684010; or email your ad to

spobserver@comcast.net

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALF

SOFA BED & LOVE SEAT - GREAT
condition! Must sell. Asking $150.00
for both. Please call (908) 226-9655.

A 5FT WIDE - 4FT LONG - BEAUTI-
ful Oil Painting with Frame. Asking
$50.00. Please call (908) 226-9655.

DINING ROOM SET-6 CHAIRS,
buffet, china closet, table with extension.
6 yrs. old. $500. (908)561-5992
MATTRESS-NEW QUEEN PILLOW
top sets, new in plastic w/mfg. warranty.
Queen $125 King $185 (732) 259-6690.
BEDROOM SET-SLEIGH BED,
dresserw/mirror, chest & nite stand. New
in box. Value $1800, sell $695. (732) 259-
6690. ;
MATTRESS SET-FULL SIZE ORTHO
plush set new w/warranty. Sell $100.
(732) 259-6690 •
DINING ROOM SET-DOUBLE PED-
estal table, 6 chairs w/lighted hutch.
Value $2600, sell $1300. Call (732) 259-
6690.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

FIREWOOD FOR SALE-$180 CORD
delivered. (908) 769-9698.

HOUSE FOR SALE

4 BD, 1-1/2 BATH CUSTOM RANCH
newly renovated eat-in kit, new bath, liv
rm, woodbrning F/P, hrdwd floors, C/A,
inground pool, enclosed porch, great
neighborhood, by owner. $399,900. Call
(908)769-6343.

AVAIL IMMEDIATELY-SO PLAIN-
field-2bdrm,2ba condo w/ FP at Tradi-
tions. Great condition. Offered at $1750.
NO BRUNSWICK-3 bdrm,2.5 ba, close
to Turnpike, Rt. 130 and No. Bruns. Biz
Center. Offered at $2000. C-21 Moretti
Realty (908) 755-5051, x309 Maryann
lisewski.

APARMENT FOR RENT

1 BEDROOM APT., $850 + SECUR-
ity.CaU (908) 756-1215.

WOOD FLOORS REFINISHING

WOOD FLOORS REFINISHED
1 yr Fin. available, no interest. Free Est.
& Application. Ad# OB (908) 753-9638

To advertise your business in the Business &
Professional Directory call 908-668-0010.

Got a job to be done? Find
help for it all right here!

Whether it's repairs, renova-
tions, springtime spruce up,
lawn maintenance, real estate,
health & wellness, computers,
music lessons, junk removal,
and more, look right here in
South Plainfield.

Business &
Professional services...

It's all the help you need!

CHIROPRACTIC | | CONTRACTORS | FURNITURE REPAIRS ELECTRICIAN

Dr. Patrick M.

E-Mail: SoPIfdDoc@aol.com

Phone:
(908) 581-3610

BUILDER &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
NJDCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS • KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

Office Renovations

FREE ESTIMATES

mw
Precision

Furniture Repairs
On-Site

Scratches * Gouges
Water Marks • Burns

Structural Repairs * Broken Joints
Antique Restoration

Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

On Time Electoral
Contractor IXC

Residential'Industrial'Cornmertial
No Job Ito Small

908-451-3313
.... OnCall24hrs.

Fully Insured &
Bonded NJ

"BILLR1TCHEY Lie #8854

HEATING & COOLING | HOME IMPROVEMENT | JUNK REMOVAL

Since 1987

with Qualifying Lennox
Equipments & Utility Rebate

EDISON HEATING & COOLING, INC
908-753-1777 www.edisonhvac.com

Low Financing Available - 24/7 Emergency Service

Commercial & Residential Installation & Service

PAVING/MASONRY

BATHROOMS ARE OUR SPECIALTY

RENOVATIONS
REMODELING

REPAIRS

Small Additions-Kitchens
• Windows & Doors

• Renovations & More
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCI

JCALL TOM CHE
908-754-4689

relurn your call promptly ami FINISH tt

PERSONAL TRAINER

Call Today for a Free Estimate!
908-285-0516
732-271-1151

LET US LOAD AND HAUL YOUR ATTIC,
BASEMENT, GARAGE & CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS!

-ALSO DEMO OF-

Garages • Sheds & Pools • Interior & Exterior • Rip Outs & Excavating

FULLY INSURED- STATE LICENSED • DER REGISTERED

Also Available - Home Cleaning by Victoria • 732-489-9629

PLUMBER POOL SALES/SERVICE

DiFRANCESCO

PAVING • MASONRY

Driveways • Parking Lots •Seal Coating • Steps • Walkways • Patios
RetainingWalls • Pavers •Wo/btone • Slate • 6/uestone • Excavating

Foundations • BlockWork • Cultured Stone • Drainage •Waterproofing

i 3RD GENERATION IN BUSINESS • •

908-668-8434 f

Gary Muccigrossi
AFPA CERTIFIED

(908) 754-8492
Cell (908) 405-9514

I Professional Plumbing I

[908] 561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY

License #8741

McCarthy
Contractors

Pools-Ponds-Water Features
WE SELL 5 INSTILL SAFETY COVERS

S A L E S AND
SERVICE

Mon.-Sat. 9am-1am
Sundays 9am-11pm

SEARIOGE (750ml)
I Cabernet, Merlot,

TILING TRUCK SALES

1645 Park Are, Smith PUinDeld

7 13

Fully Insured
Free..Estimates*j>'

:

Commercial

908-616-4062

L i - , i ^ • r

•Walls •Shower/Tub Areas

1 : .srns

CAMBRIA, GMC
B TRUCK CENTER

1-800-899-5226 X-l 10

2006 fflwc W4S0O-1M Hp diesel, auto, air, p-lck$,

CD player, W box w/l
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Keeping South Plainfield Clean Through Enforcement
The New Jersey Clean Communi-

ties Act was adopted in 1986 and was
reauthorized permanently in 2002.
The tax on litter-generating products
funds a comprehensive program to
reduce littering in the state. Follow-
ing the Keep America Beautiful model,
the program consists of litter removal,
education/prevention and enforce-
ment.

A lot of litter is accidental. Some-
thing falls out of an uncovered truck.
Something blows out of an uncov-
ered trash can. An advertising circular
blows out of a shopping cart. Litter
prevention involves covering the
track, covering the trash can and dis-
posing of the advertising, circular be-
fore leaving the store.

However, a lot of litter and trash is
created intentionally. Why anyone
would want to do this is a mystery,
when there are easy ways to handle
discards properly. The fact is, though,
that there are people who deliberately
throw their fast food packaging out
their car windows, who drop cigarette
butts on the ground, who blow grass
clippings into the street, and who
dump a load of trash in a vacant lot
instead of bringing it to the Borough's
trash compactor.

The Borough tries to encourage
accidental litter prevention through
education, publicity and organizations
like the Clean Business Association and
the Glitterbug Club and deals with
deliberate littering through enforce-
ment. The Code of the Borough of
South Plainfield includes Chapter 125
"Littering."

The following are the terms and
meanings:

Litter-Any used or unconsumed
substance or waste material that has
been discarded. Everyone knows what
litter is.

Prohibited Acts-It shall be unlaw-
ful for any person to throw, drop, dis-
card or otherwise place litter of any
nature upon any public or private
property other than in a litter recep-
tacle. Use a litter can.

Open or overflowing bins-It shall
be unlawful for any residential or
commercial property owner to per-
mit open or overflowing waste dis-
posal bins on his or her property.
Empty your cans often enough so
they don't overflow.

Commercial establishments mid
residents—it shall be the duty of the
owner, lessee, tenant, occupant or
person in charge of any structure to
keep and cause to be kept the side-
walk and curb abutting the building
or structure free from obstruction or
nuisances of every kind and to keep
sidewalks, areaways, backyards, courr
and alleys free from litter and other
offensive material. No person shall
sweep into or deposit in any gutter,
street, catch basin or other part of the
storm sewer system or public place
any accumulation of litter from any
public or private sidewalk or drive-
way. Every person who owns or oc-
cupies property shall keep the side-
walk in front of his or her premises
free of litter. All sweepings shall be
collected and properly containerized
for disposal. Keep your property
dean. Pick up litter in front of your
house, sweep your storefront and put
the sweepings in a trash can, not the
gutter; don't ever put anything into a
storm drain.

Placement of litter in receptacles-
Persons placing litter in public recep-
tacles or in authorized private recep-
tacles shall do so in such a manner as
to prevent it from being carried or
deposited by the elements upon any
street, sidewalk or other public or pri-
vate place. Make sure your litter stays
in the trash can. Don't try to put litter
into an already-overflowing can.

Lakes and fountains-It shall be
unlawful to throw or deposit litter in
any fountain, pond, lake, stream, river
or any other body of water in a park
or elsewhere in the borough. Don't
throw anything in the water.

Uncovered vehicles-It shall be un-
lawful for any vehicle to be driven,
moved, stopped or parked on any high-
way or street unless such a vehicle is
constructed or loaded to prevent any
of its load from dropping, shifting,
leaking or otherwise escaping there-

from. Any person operating a vehicle
from which any glass or dirt, sand,
gravel, shavings or other light materi-
als of any sort or manufacturing or
household waste, refuse, rubbish and
any sort of ashes, manure, garbage or
other organic refuse or other offen-
sive matter or objects have fallen or
escaped which could cause an obstruc-
tion, damage a vehicle or otherwise
endanger travelers or public property,
shall immediately cause the public
property to be cleaned of all glass or
other matter or objects and shall pay
the costs thereof. If you drive a truck,
cover the load so nothing falls out. If
something falls out, clean it up.

Illegal dumping-It shall be unlaw-
ful for any person to discard or dump
along any street, on or off any right-
of-way, any household or commercial

solid waste, rubbish, refuse, junk, ve-
hicle or vehicle parts, rubber tires, ap-
pliances, furniture, construction de-
bris, grass clippings or other yard waste
or on property not specifically desig-
nated for the purpose of solid waste
storage or disposal. It shall be unlaw-
ful to dispose of residenrially gener-
ated garbage in publicly owned litter
receptacles or in privately owned lit-
ter receptacles or solid waste storage
containers except with the written
consent of the owner of said contain-
ers. Don't put household garbage in a
public litter can. Don't put house-
hold garbage in a private dumpster.

Vehicles tracking dirt, etc. onto road-
ways-It shall be unlawful for an
owner of property to permit, allow
or cause any vehicle to track, deposit
or allow to fall dirt, mud or other

materials onto any road located within
South Plainfield from construction
sites or other unpaved sites. The prop-
erty owner shall be responsible for in-
stalling and maintaining truck pads
or other effective means or devices to
prevent dirt, mud and other materials
from leaving the property and shall
be responsible for immediately dean-
ing from the road any mud, dirt or
other materials that has been tracked,
deposited or allowed to fall upon a
road located in the Borough.

Violations and penalties -Any per-
son who violates any of the provi-
sions of this chapter shall, upon con-
viction thereof, be subject to a fine
not to exceed one thousand dollars
($1,000) or be imprisoned in the
county jail for a period not exceeding
thirty (30) days, or both. Each day

such violation is committed or per-
mitted to continue shall constitute a
separate offense and shall be punish-
able as such hereunder. The provisions
of this chapter shall be enforceable by
the Police Department, the Property
Maintenance Code Officer for the
borough and die Board of Health, and
the Code Enforcement Officer. You
can be fined up to $1,000 and put in
jail for up to a month if you are con-
victed of littering or dumping.

The Clean Communities Advisory
Board urges you to dean up your act
and keep South Plainfield clean!

For more information about the
Clean Communities program, con-
tact the Clean Communities coordi-
nator at (908) 226-7621 or e-mail
atempel@southplainfieldnj.com.

,

Great work through tiny openings.

Expert minimally invasive surgery at Overlook Hospital.
An incredibly small incision. That's all it takes for our surgeons to open arteries,

remove gall bladders, and routinely perform most types of surgery, including weight loss.

We're the first primary angioplasty site in the state. And the only hospital in

New jersey using the FDA cleared minimally invasive Merci® device

to treat strokes. By employing these procedures, we can help our

patients experience less pain and faster recoveries, with many

going home the same day.

We start out small. So you get big results.

THE PASSION TO LEAD

1-800-247-9580 atlantichealth.org

Overlook
Hospital

ATLANTIC HEALTH


