
SPHS Band Fest this Sa
Take a Step to

Change the Wotld....
South Plainfield Council of Chris-
tian Churches invites you to put
your faith into action. Walk with
friends, neighbors & fellow parish-
ioners to help stop hunger around
the world. The Crop Walk this year
will be on Saturday, Oct. 28 and
steps off at St. Stephen's Church.

Fotinfo, visitwww.CROPWAIJK.otg
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FIREFIGHTERS
S EARN APlace of Honor

Firefighters' Memorial Dedicated to Chief John Cotone
The South Plainfield Firefighters'

Memorial was officially dedicated
last Saturday morning, in memory
of Fire Chief John Cotone, who was
a member of SPFD for 43 years and
chief for 18 years. The ceremonies
were attended by more than 200
dignitaries and residents.

Past and present members of the
South Plainfield Fire Department,
led by Fire Chief Larry DelNegro,
lined one side of memorial park,
while Duncan McCaskill and Paul

Delco played the bagpipes. Master
of ceremonies for the dedication was
former fire chief, Joe Abbruzzese. The
American flag that was raised during
the ceremony was loaned for the day
by the Cotone family

Rev. Charles Mingle and Bob Hard-
ing began with prayers, and both
spoke of the dedication of all firefight-
ers, as well as those who volunteer
their services to help others.

Present were Assemblyman Patrick
Diegnan, Mayor Dan Gallagher, Po-

Councilman Dennis Cerami speaks at the dedication.

lice Chief John Ferraro, former Fire
Chief Frank Diana, councilmen Mat-
thew Anesh, Robert Bcngivenga, Jr.,
Charles Butrico, Dennis Cerami and
Ray Petronko and many who helped
design and build the memorial site.
Also attending were family members
of John Cotone.

The memorial is the result of a
dream and years of planning, with die
design changing many times. About
six years ago the dream became a real-
ity when Rich D'Urso's high school
graphic arts class created a vision of
the final design. The first thing die
public saw were the three lighted
flag poles. Later, bricks were placed
along the path, as well as a memorial
with the names of those who have
volunteered, and a chief's memorial
was dedicated. Landscaping added
the finishing touches to a memorial
where visitors can come to remember
and pay their respects.

Members of the South Plainfield
Volunteer Fire Company Memo-
rial Committee were Chief John
R. Cotone (deceased), Deputy
Chief Thomas Scalera, Richard
McCriskin, John Celentano, Mario
Abbruzzese, Joseph Abbruzzese,
Michael Pellegrino, Jack Kirchner

(Continued on.page .8) .

M ore than 200 attend ceremonies
to dedicate the memorial that
was six years in die making.

From the left, Former Fire Chief Joe Abbruzzese, firefighter Mario Abbruzzese
.andjormer firefighter Lenny.Capraro, Jr., who now resides in Oklahoma.


