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The Association of South
lainfield Churches will hold

a Sunrise Service on
Easter Sunday, 6:30 a.m.

in Spring Lake Park.
All are welcome.

In the event of rain, the service will
be held at Wesley Methodist.

CusickSteppingDown
Councilman Robert Cusick, who

has been on the Borough Council since
2000, has decided not to run in this
year's election.

Cusick cited an increased work
schedule in his position as lieutenant
in the Middlesex County Department
of Corrections where he has worked
for the last 18 years as his reason for
stepping down. "I don't want to seek
a third term because I can't provide the
time working here," Cusick said.

Cusick has been a member of the
Planning Board, Environmental Com-

mission, and chairs the Administration,
Finance and Public Information Com-
mittee. He has also been a member
of the Public Works and Safety com-
mittees.

Cusick is the second Democrat to de-
cide not to run this year. Earlier, Mayor
Daniel Gallagher removed himself from
the slate and will not run for Mayor. But
in his short statement, Cusick put out
the challenge of a future race.

"This has been a tremendous experi-
ence," said Cusick, adding, "I will be
back. I'm younger (than the Mayor)."

BOE Vote Tuesday
ByLibbyBarsky

Voting day on the 2006-2007
$50,475,623 school budget is Tues-
day, April 18. Voters will be polled on
the $40,212,967 to be raised in taxes
that will increase a home assessed at
$117,000 by an average of $283.46
a year or a .24 increase in the school
tax rate.

The budget anticipates a 15% in-
crease in health care benefits and made
$500,000 in staff cuts-two student
assistance counselors, two computer
teachers, two World Language teach-
ers, an administrator and secretary-to
remain under cap. Although energy
and special education costs have in-
creased over the past three years, the
amount of state aid has remained flat,
resulting in a loss of 27 positions.

Superintendent of Schools, Dr.
Robert Rosado, cites South Plain-
field's record of spending $10,950
per pupil as one of the lowest in
Middlesex County, ranking seven-
teenth out of 22 districts, lower
than the county average of $12,229
and lower than the state average of
$12,567. At the same time, South
Plainfield's test score averages in all
tests taken place the district in the
upper third of schools in Middlesex
County.

Rosado warns that the lack of sup-
port for the budget will cause further
cuts in the school program.

Board members, frustrated by
a situation where only the 31 Ab-
bott Districts are currently eligible
to receive increases in state aid, are
endorsing the Senate Concurrent
Resolution No. 37 co-sponsored
by State Senator Barbara Buono.
SCR37 proposes an amendment to
utilize another formula equalizing
funding with those districts with
special needs. A resolution endorsing
SCR37 will be voted on at the next
Board of Education meeting. Mean-
while, board members are asking the
public to contact district legislators
to support this bill.

Four candidates-two women and
two men-are running for three seats
on the Board of Education.

Donna Rann's prime goal is to
"Put the Children First." She will

work for better communication be-
tween teachers and parents, starting
with having teachers in all schools
consistently post homework as-
signments on the Internet website
set up for that purpose. She is also
an advocate for continuing the arts
programs in the district.

Thirty-year resident Randi Grego-
rio supports the sports programs at
the Middle School.

John Markham, a former board
member (1979 to 1988), believes in
reexamining line item appropriations
and reducing overall expenditures.

Ernie "Jim" Giannakis, a 20-year
resident of South Plainfield, believes
in taking a common sense approach
to planning, spending and seeking
the districts fair share of state fund-
ing and encourages more involve-
ment of parents, residents, staff and
students.

Residents are encouraged to cast
their votes next Tuesday, April 18.
Polling places are open from 2 to 9
p.m. Sample ballots were mailed to
all residents. For information on vot-
ing locations, contact the Municipal
Clerk's office at (908) 226-7606.

Members of Unico collected gifts for troops on a service day held last week. Pictured left to right are Coun-
cilman Robert Bengivenga, Jr., Unico member; Anthony J. Braico, National president of Unico National, the
largest Italian service organization; Chairperson John Farinella, Alex Barletta, and Frank Ucato.

UNICO Collects Gifts for the Troops
Members of UNICO Nationals'

Plainfield Chapter collected gifts
for the troops at South Plainfield
Borough Hall during the group's
first Service Day on April 1. As part
of the effort, members of the com-
munity donated all sorts of items
for members of the U.S Military de-
ployed overseas, including toothpaste,
phone cards, shampoo, sunscreen and
other items.

The organization, Soldiers for

Hope, also worked on the event,
which was attended not only by local
members of UNICO, but also by its
national president, Anthony J. Braico.
Also on hand were the past com-
manders from the America Legion,
Joseph Penyak and from the VFW,
Rudy Poczak.

UNICO member and South
Plainfield Councilman Robert Bengi-
venga, Jr. was a part of the effort, and
thanked not only the people of South

Plainfield and nearby communities for
helping out, but also praised commit-
tee chairman and South Plainfield
resident John Farinella. "John did an
amazing job setting up this program,
and he is a great example of the vol-
unteerism South Plainfield represents.
Service Day reflects well not only on
UNICO, but also on our community,
and the neighboring communities
that pitched in."

(Continue/I on page 3)

SPHS Players Make Dreams
Come True With Cinderella
By Michael Duquette

The South Plainfield High School
Players Drama Club is hard at work
preparing another musical for the public
this spring. For this season, the students,
under the direction of high school Eng-
lish teacher Gloria Naso, are tackling

Fire Destroys Home on Hudson Street
A lightning strike is being investigated as the possible cause of a fire that
consumed the home on Hudson St. early Tuesday morning. Firefighters from
South Plainfield, Piscataway and Colonia were called in around 2 a.m. when a
blazing fire was spotted coming from the roof. According to Fire Chief Larry
Del Negro, a thunderstorm in the area a few hours earlier may have sparked a
slow, smoldering fire. No one was home when the fire broke out and firefight-
ers were able to keep the flames from spreading to neighboring homes.

Cinderella, the timeless tale of romance
and fantasy featuring the incomparable
music and lyrics of Richard Rogers and
Oscar Hammerstein II.

After having performed shows with
more appeal to older adults, such as
Hello Dolly!, South Pacific, wAMy Fair
Lady, the cast and crew of Cinderella are
eager to take part in a show aimed pri-
marily at children. A host of kid-friendly
events are planned in conjunction with
each performance, including an op-
portunity for parents to take pictures
of their children with Cinderella and
the Prince, a coloring contest, and a
royal arts-and-crafts session focused on
making crowns.

Amidst singing, dancing, ham-
mering, sewing, stapling, gluing, and
searching for glass slippers, many cast
members of the play found time to dis-
cuss their roles and the play in general.

The coveted role of Cinderella will
be performed by junior Katie Noonan,
who said, I f s a dream come true to be
playing the role all little girls dream of,
but I'm nervous about all the children
coming to see the play. I don't want to
do anything to disappoint them."

Fortunately, Cinderella can always
turn to her Fairy Godmother for guid-
ance. This role will be played by fellow
junior Susan Mott, who said, "I'm
excited about the special effects for this
show... Also, I never expected my cos-
tume to be as beautiful as it is."

For the role of the Prince, junior
Darren Kaczowski will play the part,
searching for his mysterious love with
only a glass slipper as a due. 'Tm so
excited that this show is set in medieval
times, because I love that time period,"
Kaczowski said. He also had high
marks for the costumes, designed and
assembled by SPHS teacher Loretta
Tansey, the students in her fashion class,
and other high school teachers and staff
who are assisting her. "The costumes for
this show are amazing, and I think if s
great that Mrs. Tansey and others in the
high school are making all the costumes
for this show."

For the King and Queen, SPHS
veterans Jeff Seesselberg and Cassandra
Krajcik, both seniors, were chosen to
ascend the thrones. Krajcik said, "This
is a really fun show to do for my senior
year. If s good to be in such a close-knit
cast." Seesselberg agreed, admitting, 'At
first this show seemed too childish, but
gradually it grew on me. Pm very happy
about being in this show, yet Fm upset
that this is my last show at SPHS. It has
been quite an experience."

Cinderella will dazzle audiences
Thursday through Saturday, April 20-22
at 7 p.m. and Sunday, April 23 at 2 p.m.
at the Joseph A Mondoro Auditorium
at SPHS. Tickets are $10 for adults, $8
for students and senior citizens, and $5
for children 12 and under. For more
information, call (908) 754-4620.


