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Meet the
BOE Candidates

Roosevelt School PTSO is spon-
soring a "Meet the Candidates
Night" on Thursday, March 30 at
6:30 p.m. in (the new) Roosevelt
School Gymnasium. Come out
and meet the candidates for the

upcoming school board elections

on April 18.
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Mayor Dan Gallagher
announced at Tuesday
evening's Council meet-
ing that he will not seek
re-election this November
Gallagher addressed the
council and the audi-
ence with the following
statement:

"Before we adjourn,
I'd like the council's in-
dulgence to make some
personal comments to
the people of South
Plainfield.

As most of you know,
I took my first oath of office as a
member of the Borough Council on

Mayor Dan Gallagher

Jan. 1, 1983. I was
elected Mayor in 1987
and have served in that
office for 16 years.
Apart from the love
of my wife
and children,
serving as
your mayor
is the great-
est honor of
my life.

I a m
proud' of what we to-

gether have been able to
accomplish. I will not

attempt to list all that has been done.
Suffice it to say that we have made

South Plainfield the model of a fiscally
prudent, progressive and responsive
government.

As you know, this November the
residents of our great borough will

once again
"Apart from the love of my

wife and children, serving as
your mayor is the greatest
honor of my life."

choose the
p e r s o n

- Mayor Dan Gallagher, speaking about
his decision not to seek re-el

who they
want to
lead them
as mayor
f o r the

next four years. After much reflec-
tion and consultation with my family,
I have decided not to seek re-election.
Although there are always new chal-
lenges to face and my love of this
borough is as great today as it was 23
years ago, I want to take some time to
enjoy my grandchildren and relax.

In all humility I believe that I have
left this borough better off than when
I was first elected, and I am confident
that my successor will serve our resi-
dents well.

I am not retiring to the country. I
intend to continue to serve when I
can be of assistance. To paraphrase
George Washington's comments
upon leaving the Presidency, "I am
about to assume the highest position
that any individual can seek to achieve
in a democracy... that of citizen."

Thank you all for your support and
many kindnesses over the vears."
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Dr. Kenneth May, SPHS principal, Kevin Hajdu, Jimmy Conroy Rocco Severini,
Amanda Alemezohu and Taylor Mandel at "Penny Wars." See story on page 21.

Sweet Georgia Brown will perform at "An Evening of Blues, Jazz and
Spirituals" on March 25.

Cultural Arts Presents
Sweet Georgia Brown

5tors are Shining at Kennedy School

The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission invites one and all to an
evening of blues, jazz and spirituals
with the renowned Blues vocalist,
Sweet Georgia Brown, "Last of the Red
Hot Mamas." We want to celebrate
the African-American culture of New
Orleans which is the source of much
of the culture for which America has
become world-famous.

An Evening of Blues, Jazz and
Spirituals will take place on Satur-
day, March 25 at Wesley Methodist
Church Hall, on Plainfield Ave. from
7 to 8:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Refreshments will be served.

As the debate continues over the re-
building of the old New Orleans and
the return of its previous inhabitants,
we want to honor those who perished
in the disaster and memorialize the
artists and music that have made die
old New Orleans one of the great
centers of American culture. Sweet
Georgia Brown was born in South
Carolina, but grew up and was trained
in New York City. She began her
career singing pop and jazz tunes,
but discovered she preferred to sing
blues songs and proceeded to build a
successful career as a blues vocalist.

She has starred in several Broadway
musicals and has toured throughout
Europe and the USA, entertaining
audiences with her high energy per-
formances of jazz, R&B, blues and
gospel times. She has performed with
Dizzy Giliespie and George Benson.
For the role she has played m the en-
tertainment industry, Georgia recently
received the 2004 Jazz Foundation's
Lifetime Achievement Award.

By Jane Dornick

Kennedy School held a lack off
assembly for their new Kennedy
Basing Stars program on March 2.
Students are chosen on the basis of
academic improvement, promoting a
positive role model, attainment of an
individual goal or an act of kindness.
For their efforts students receive a
star with their name on it that will be
placed on a bulletin board at the main
entrance of the school. Children can
earn more than one star. At the end of
a marking period each rising star will
receive a certificate and a small prize,
such as a movie pass or food coupon.
The prizes are being provided by the

South Plainfield Education Founda-
tion and the Kennedy School PTSO.
At the end of each marking period the
school will hold a rally to announce
the winners and encourage more
students to rise to the occasion and
shine like a star.

Receiving a star were Kyle Bythell,
Lawren O'Neal, Leann DcCillis,
Matthew Dolan, Melissa Gallant,
Phillip Malavarca, Corinne Quadrel,
Emma Regan, Hunter Higgins,

Jamie Donato, Max Rohrer, Nicholas
Spadavecchia, Katherine Dolinski,
Dominika Kapolka, Hunter Czarnik,
Kelly O'Brien, Matt Szeman, Rebecca
George, Ania Januszko, Brandon Ozba-
lik, Brittany Pappa, Harsh Patcl, Maggie
Quintanilla, Mike Polizzano, Monica
Spooner, Nora Bruno, Sabrina Hem-
ming, Shenne Dugtong, Taylor Donato,
Vincent Mulhearn, Kristen Brady, Steven
Colicchio, Anwar Faida, Kelly Ortiz,
Mark Etwarroo and Trov Harzula.

Hall of Fame Seeks Nominees
The South Plainfield Hall of

Fame Committee is again hold-
ing their search for candidates for
induction into the Hall of Fame.
The Hall of Fame was established
at South Plainfield High School to
recognize outstanding graduates
as leaders in their fields who could
serve as role models for current and
future students.

To be eligible, all Hall of Fame
candidates must have graduated
from South Plainfield High School
at least 15 years prior to nomina-
tion, and they must have achieved
a prominent position in their careers
or made a significant contribution

to the world/community.
Those candidates selected will be

honored at a luncheon and will be
inducted into the Hall of Fame at
the high school's annual Academic
Awards Program on June 6. The
nominees will also have their pho-
tographs and biographies displayed
on a "wall of fame" at the high
school.

Community members interested
in obtaining a Hall of Fame nomina-
tion form should call Dr. Kenneth
May at (908) 754-4620, Ext. 248
or 249.

Application deadline is April 7,
2006.

The latest additions to the new Kennedy Rising Stars program (left to right)-
Juliana Reo, Vi Dong, Michelle Keane, Tucker Merkler, Scott Quiroga, Annie
Pezzola and Joe Reo. Joe Reo received a star for attaining a personal goal and
the other students received a star for academic improvement. The names of
all of Kennedy School's Rising Stars can also be found on the school's website:
kennedvelementarv.com.


