
Celebrate! Today is St. Patrick's Day!
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Meet the
BOE Candidates

Roosevelt School PTSO is sponsoring a
'Meet the Candidates Night" on Thurs-
day, March 30 at 6:30 p.m. in (the
new) Roosevelt School Gymnasium.
Come out and meet the candidates for
the upcoming school board elections
on April 18.
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Missing Resident
Found in Fla. Canal

T h e Palm
Beach County,
Florida Medi-
cal Examiner's
Office positively
identified the
body of missing
South Plainfield
resident, Ken-
neth Conceicao

last Friday. His body was found in-
side the cab of the truck he was driv-
ing in a canal near South Bay, Fla.

Conceicao was last seen on Jan. 20
near Boca Raton picking up a load of
mulch on his way to help the clean up

Conceicao
and Mellisa Glick

efforts after the hurricane season.
Conceicao's girlfriend, Melissa

Glick, had kept in constant contact
with him and reported him missing
after she stopped hearing from him
on the 20th.

The truck was found by workers
from the South Florida Water Man-
agement District. Authorities had
searched that area unsuccessfully.

"We believe the semi did not navi-
gate die back end of the bridge as it
made a turn, the back end skidded
off and the whole rig just went in the
water," said Boca Raton Police Detec-
tive James Giumenta.

Patrick Hunter controls Derek Valenti of Kittatinny in the State consola-
tion finals. Hunter won 12-4 for third place. (Story on page 8)

Education Stressed at
Internet Safety Program

Parents got a
reality check last
Wednesday at the
SouthPlainfieldSen-
ior Center. Teach-
ers, administrators,
parents and local
officials attended
the Observer spon-
sored seminar on Internet safety A
slide show depicted how kids use the
web to communicate with each other
and how they present themselves to
others on their personal sites. More
than 125 people attended this very
successful program.

South Plainfield Police Department
Captain Paul Brembt served as the
master of ceremonies for the seminar.
He introduced the many dignitaries in
attendance, including Assemblyman
Patrick Diegnan, Mayor Dan Gallagher,
Councilmen Dennis Cerami, Charles
Butrico and Ray Petronko, Superinten-
dent Dr. Robert Rosado and Director
of Technology Russ Mattoon.

Several employees of the South
Plainfield Library also attended and

"If your child minimizes the
computer screen whenever you
walk into the room, you have a
problem."

-Investigator Laura Callahan,
Middlesex County Out-Reach
& Education Unit (M.O.R.E)

wanted parents to
be aware that the
computers in die li-
brary do not utilize
filtering software
and are often used
by adolescents and
teenagers.

Inves t iga to r
Laura Callahan, from the Middlesex
County Out-Reach and Education
Unit (M.O.R.E), began the pre-
sentation by displaying an innocent
looking MySpace.com profile of a 20-
year-old male, who is also on the list
of registered California pedophiles.
Callahan stressed diat while the In-
ternet can be used safely, parents and
children should be aware of its pitfalls.
Identity thieves and pedophiles use
the Internet to seek victims, so it is
important to ensure that children are
educated on safety.

Her advice to parents was simple.
"If your child has a computer in
their room, remove it. If your child
minimizes the computer screen when-

(Cmtinued on page 12)

In recognition of Girl Scout Week, girls from Troop 17 attended the Borough Council meeting last week. Mayor
Gallagher read a proclamation in honor of the anntral celebration and the scouts led the "Pledge of Allegiance."
Pictured above are Angela DeSantis, Michelle Miller, Jayme Bishop, Joanna Bosse and Ellen Zinsky. Not pictured
are leaders Lauren Zinsky and Joanne Miller.

Boys Middle School Basketball Team
Ends Season With 19-3 Mark

The South Plainfield Middle School
Boys Basketball Team ended its season
last Saturday night as champions with
a 48-46 victory against Springfield in
the 55th Annual Dunellen March of
Dimes Tournament. The Tigers ended
their season with a 19-3 record, win-
ing their last nine games in a row.

As members of the Greater
Middlesex Conference Middle School
League the Tigers competed against
teams from East Brunswick, South
Brunswick, North Brunswick, Piscat-
away, Perth Arnboy, North Plainfield,
Sacred Heart, Sayreville, Ridge,
Freehold, St. Frances, Long Hill and
Wardlaw-Hartridge.

Tyreek Watkins. Brandon Downes,
Troy McNair and Jake Salerno are
the seventh graders on the team.
Statisticians, SamanthaMaiorino and
Jennifer Gregorio, were with us the
entire season and were great support-
ers and did a tremendous job with a
very difficult task.

The basketball team has practiced
since die Nov.. 28 tryouts. The team
focused on fundamentals and having
each player know dieir responsibil-
ity in the scope of the team. They
learned the importance of die team
concept, being student-athletes and
the value of sportsmanship. They
have improved daily by working on

dropped off their sons at various times
throughout the season and have given
their emotional and physical support
at all of the games. The champion-
ship game against Springfield was
dominated by the supportive and
vocal parents, friends and family of
the players.

The faculty, administrators and
custodial staff are to be thanked for
their support and assistance through-
out the year, especially Mr. Novak for
his support of the players throughout
the season and his attendance at the
championship game on Saturday
night. Thanks also to .Ms. Panuzzo,
Mrs. Plate, Mrs. Kirchofer for relaying

The Middle School Basketball Team were champions at 55th annual Dunellen March of Dimes Tournament.

Richard Fonti and Joseph Bennett
coach the Tigers. The team consists of
captains Malcolm Austin, Mark Benak
and Dontae Johnson. Eighth graders
included Matt Cesare, Matt Cooper,
Gagan Dhaliwal, Tyler Drisco, Charles
Merryman, Iyanosa Ogbevoen, Rob-
ert Pasternak, Kishan Patel, Carlos
Ruiz, Ryan Smith, Gerry Squier and

individual and team shooting and
defensive drills. Over the past four
months these individuals have be-
come a highly successful team.

Coach Fonti and Coach Bennett
would like to thank the parents
who traveled with us to all of the

,away games, supported the team
at all home games, picked up and

messages throughout the season. Abel
and the night custodial staff for the
first rate and tremendous job they did
preparing the gym for the games. We
have, by far, the cleanest and best facil-
ity of any middle school in the county.
The students who supported the
team throughout the year were a vital

(Continued on page 7)
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SPHS Senior Named "Junior Journalist"
Sbaunique Cisson, SPHS senior, is this
week's winner in the Junior Journal-
ist Program. Her poem, "I am the
Eyes," has earned her dinner for her
family, courtesy of Hometown Heros.

Students should submit their origi-
nal written works to their teachers,
school principal, Hometown Hero's
located on Hamilton Blvd. or the Ob-
server office.

Winners and their families will re-
ceive a catered dinner from Home-
town Heros and will be honored at a
year end banquet.

For more information, call the Ob-
server at (908) 668-0010 or Home-
town Heros at (908) 755-4376.

SPHS Senior Shaunique Cisson and
Creative Writing teacher Fran
Flannery.

I Am the Eyes
By Shaunique Cisson

I am the eyes of all genocide survivors
Red, Bloodshot capturing all horrors
From death marches to the hideouts found
Witnessing all accounts of containment

I am the feet of all slaves
Worn, tired, and barefoot
Running, trying to escape Master
But slowed by his whip and threats of rape

I am history
I am history
I am history

I am the ears of all racism and prejudice
That listens molding perpetrators taught by their fathers

I am a Darfur victim
A victim, of yet another genocide watched by all nations

I am the conscience of all bystanders
And their limited involvement
With overwhelmed regrets

I am history repeating
I am history repeating
I am history repeating itself over and over again

I am the last generation
The generation who holds tremendous responsibility
The generation to tell all victims stories of all egregious acts.

I am promise to all victims in the past
I am hope to all victims in the present
I am the rescuer to all persons in the future.
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:
1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110

Hamilton Blvd.., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave., fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver@oomoast.net. Include your name, address, telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted t>y mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept., 1110
Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email: spobserver@comcast.net
or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 200 words. We reserve the right to
edit for clarity or length. It is the editor's discretion to limit the number of letters
submitted by one individual on the same subject. The opinions expressed in "Letters"
do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Observer. All letters must be submitted
with name and phone number, for verification.

YOUR
To the Editor:

As long as I have served as your
Mayor, I have always believed thar the
Board of Education budget is best left
to the board and the voters. If the
budget is defeated, we cany out the
will of the people and make cuts. I
have always been reluctant to affect
the outcome because I know our resi-
dents are intelligent and informed and
they will do what is best for our kids
and our borough as a whole.

However, I must make an excep-
tion this year. As you know, the Board
of Education submitted a proposed
budget last week, which includes a 21-
point tax increase. When coupled with
last year's 34 point tax increase our
residents will be required to pay 55
additional tax points which equates
to a $825 increase on a home assessed
at $150,000. Last year our residents
supported the Board of Education
budget because we all believed that
would put the budget on sound foot-
ing for the long term. It is unconscio-
nable to expect our hard working
homeowners to once again support
such a high tax increase. South Plain-
field's student population is stable.
This type of increase will never pass
muster.

In an effort to avoid the inevitable,
I ask the Board of Education to revisit
the budget and reduce the proposed
tax increase to single digits at most.
Even that will be burdensome but a
case can be made to support it. If they
do not and the budget is submitted to
the voters, we all know it will be
soundly rejected. With that in mind, I
will ask the council's support to re-
tain a financial expert experienced in
board of education budgets to start
reviewing the budget with the direc-
tion of making reductions.

I know that this statement may have
a negative political effect on me, but I
must answer to my conscience. As
Mayor my only concern is to keep
South Plainfield a great and afford-
able place to live. I am asking nothing
more from the Board of Education
than I expect from the governing body.
We must keep taxes at a level our resi-
dents can afford or it will be the death
knell of South Plainfield, as we know
it.

Again, on behalf of the taxpayers
of our borough, I ask the board of
education to review the budget as pro-
posed and make prudent cuts to re-
duce the proposed tax increase to a
maximum of nine points. I know it
will be a difficult job, but it's better
that you reduce your own budget than
force the Mayor and Council to do it
for you.

MAYOR DAN J . GALLAGHER

Dear Editor,
I know I speak not only for myself

but for wrestling fans in South Pbin,-
field and around the State of New Jer-
sey when I say how proud I am of the
achievements and outstanding success
of SPHS senior Jimmy Conroy. I truly
believe that Jimmy is the greatest wres-
tler South Plainfield has ever produced.

In his freshman year, Jimmy de-
feated Railway freshman Darion
Caldwell, to place third in the conso-
lation finals. In his sophomore year
Jimmy captured the state title at 103
pounds. In Jimmy's junior year, he
advanced again to the finals against his
nemesis, two time state champ Mike
Grey, placing second in the state. This
year Jimmy advanced all.the way to
the state finals and again placed sec-

Dathak
Sh&ah, LLP

Attorneys & Counsellors at Law
51 Cragwood Boad, Suite 102
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Phone:(908)769-7000
Facsimile: (908)769-7774

www.ps-legal.com

ond against Mike Grey, who became
the first four time state champion. Af-
ter their match, Grey was quoted as
saying that, "You can't take anything
for granted with Jimmy He's tough."
That comment speaks volumes of the
respect Jimmy has earned among his
peers.

Jimmy's overall record during his
four years of competition was an im-
pressive 144-8; he was the only four
time state place winner, earning Jimmy
the best record in SPHS wrestling his-
tory. He has much to be proud of and
I for one want to congratulate him
and thank him for four years of excit-
ing wrestling. It has been a real joy to
watch Jimmy grow and accomplish
so much. 1 wish him continued suc-
cess at the University of Pittsburgh.
Thanks Jimmy!

# 1 SPHSFAN, ROBERT GRAF

To the Editor,
My name is Ernie "Jim" Giannakis.

I am a candidate running for the South
Plainfield Board of Education.

I am a 20 year resident of South
Plainfield and am self-employed. My
wife Linda and I have three children,
two of which attend our schools.

I have been a member and coach
for the Jr. Baseball Club for nine years.
In addition, I have been a PTA mem-
ber and served as a chaperone for many
class trips and activities.

I am seeking election because I be-
lieve our children should be first and
foremost, while trying to keep our
taxes status-quo.

I am not seeking this spot for just a
title or to satisfy me ego. I understand
the time commitment this requires and
the tough choices and decisions, but I
know I will do the job to the best of
my ability I bring dedication, ethics,
business skills and drive to give our
kids the best education possible. On
April 18 vote line "4".

THANK YOU,
ERNIE "JIM" GIANNAKIS

To the Editor,
On March 12, Cub Scout Pack 324

held their annual Blue & Gold Ddinner
at the VFW on Front St. The dinner,

Submit Letters to the Editor:
Please be advised that the Observer
will no longer publish anonymous
letters. Any letter received without iden-
tification will be discarded.
Letters may be submitted to the Observer,

1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plain-

field, NJ 07080, or fax 908-668-8819 or by

email: spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline

is Monday. 5 p.m. Letters must be accom-

panied by a name and telephone number for

verification. Please limit letters to no more

than 200 words. We reserve the rightto refuse

a letter, to edit for clarity or length, and to

limit the number of letters submrtted on the

same subject.

along with awards and a magician was
a great success.

We would like to thank the follow-
ing organizations that made very gen-
erous donations to our pack: 1-800
Flowers, Party Pros, Stop & Shop,
Costco and the VPW. We would also
like to thank Flanagan's, who did a
wonderful job catering our dinner.

Last but not least, we would like to
thank all of the den leaders and parent
volunteers who worked tirelessly to
make the day possible. Thanks to ev-
eryone involved!

NANCY PAULS

Dear Editor,
We would like to extend our sin-

cere thanks to all of the families for
your donations, dedication and sup-
port in the Pennies for Patients
fundraiser. All of your hard work made
a difference. We were able to contrib-
ute a total of $1,442.22 to the Leu-
kemia, and Lymphoma Society!

The money you helped raise will
help patients in Northern New Jersey
by supporting research, advocacy,
community service, patient aid, pub-
lic and professional education. Be-
cause of this kind of support, modem
treatments have greatly improved cure
rates or remission duration for some
patients and leukemia and offered
more hope than ever before to those
affected with blood cancers.

Many thanksf'to you for making a
big difference in the lives of those af-

(Continmd on page 10)

Sacred Heart
Church
149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday 10-11:30 a.m. andby appointment

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00,, 9:30,11:30 a,m.
Weekdays lues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 am) Man. andThurs. 7p.m.
Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Hob/ Days 3 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m.

To our friends in South Plainfield

REFLECTION

has moved to our new location in the The Mil l Plaza
(across from the main entrance of Middlesex College)

U9S Woodbriflge Avenue (County Rd. S14) - Edison
Monday through Friday 10am-7pm & Saturdays 9-7

UNISEX HAIR STYLING

Pedicures • Manicures

Facials
Woodbridge Avenue =

732-287-3393
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Members of the
Senior Men's Forum
have attended several
of the Board of Ed-
ucation's work ses-
sions on the school
budget. We could not
participate in the pro-

FR-OM THE

Senior Men's

FORUM

ceedings, but we could listen to the
dialogue of Board members, the Su-
perintendent and Business Adminis-
trator on what avenues were available
to reduce the proposed budget, oth-
erwise there would again be a sub-
stantial tax increase.

It became increasingly clear to us
that the budget has revenue and a cost
side: revenue includes property taxes,
State aid and Federal aid. In years
2004/2005, taxpayers contributed al-
most $7,000,000 in property taxes.
State tax aid for the period produced
little help during those years. Federal
aid has been flat or lower. Thus, a maj-
or portion of funds needed to oper-
ate the school system comes from you.
It is obvious that our taxpayers have
produced more than their share to edu-
cate our children and thus assume a
significant financial burden.

As a result of Abbott Burke legisla-
tion, $6B in State aid is funded to 31
Abbott districts who receive almost
60% of that allocation. The other 580
districts, which includes South Plain-
field, receive 40%. South Plainfield
receives about 17% State aid. The Ab-
bott districts receive 60 to 90% of
State Aid. You, through your prop-
erty taxes, pay approximately 75% of
the education cost. In a recent Star
Ledger report, Newark was shown to
fund 9% of its tax burden; Camden
3%; Asbury Park 7%; Trenton 8%;
Passaic 7%, Paterson 8%; Perth
Amboy 11 % and likewise for the other
of the 31 districts. You may wonder
why the State so unfairly distributes
State aid for education? It is because a
number of years ago the Supreme
Court, in a case known as Abbott
Burke, saief the State should provide
money (your money) to these dis-
tricts so they can spend as much as the
wealthiest school districts. Some re-
sults include Newark, which spends
$15,796 per student; Camden-
$15,091; Paterson - $12,660 and
Perth Amboy-$13,109. You in South
Plainfield spend $9,822 per student.

Obviously, this is not fair to our
taxpayers and students. You should
write to your Assembly and Senate
representatives in the State Legislature
and demand that die share of educa-
tion state dollars be distributed more
fairly. Just imagine how we could re-
duce our reliance on property.taxes if
we received 35% State aid instead of
17%. If your legislature tells you that
their hands are tied, remind them that
it is the legislators' responsibility to
establish tax and education policy not
the judiciary. If the legislators refuse to
do this, vote them out of office and
you can!

On the Federal revenue side, the In-
dividual Disability Education Act of
1967 stated the Federal Government
was to fund 40% of the cost to spe-
cial and handicapped students. They
only provide 15 to 18%. Again, write

to your Federal Sena-
tors and members of

Congress and tell
diem to fund 40% as
the law requires. Con-
gressman Ferguson

By Walter J. Pasacrita, h a s proposed such leg-
Chairman islation. It passed the

House, but felled the Senate. Call Sena-
tor Lautenburg and Menandez and
tell them to do their jobs.

So you see, there are some actions
you can take to increase the revenue
side. The other side of the equation is
the cost side-65% to 70% of the bud-
get is for salaries and benefits. With
the rest available for books, special
programs, supplies, utilities and main-
tenance, it became clear to us at the
work sessions that there was little left
for the board to discuss regarding re-
ductions. Whenever the major por-
tion of the budget, salaries and ben-
efits were mentioned, we were re-
minded that these are part of labor
agreements subject to negotiation.

Teachers and staff in your district
receive hospital, medical, dental and
prescription drug coverage and they
do not pay any part of premium cost
either for themselves or their depen-
dents. The health care premium in-
crease included in the tentative bud-
get is 14.2% or $816,993. How
many of you get free health care or
contribute to coverage? We refer to
these issues because you, the taxpay-
ers, have demonstrated your support
of education through increased prop-
erty taxes of almost $7,000,000 from
'04/'05 to projected '06/'07. Isn't it
about time for those in the education
community to do their fair share?

Since the teachers and the Board are
now in negotiations, why should we
not expect them to make some sacri-
fice for their own benefit. We believe
that 1% of salary for single coverage
and 2% of salary for family coverage
is a fair contribution for the benefits
they receive. On the salary side, the last
agreement provided increases of
4.75%, 4.5% and 4.5% and eligibil-
ity for healthcare was improved. For
die current year the salary increase is
4.4%.

Since the salary schedule for teach-
ers and staff provide automatic incre-
ment increases based on passage of
time (these increases range from 1.2%
to, in some cases, 5%), perhaps in
view of the budget crises with sub-
stantial proposed tax increases, it may
be time in the first year of the contract
to only provide increment increases,
no general increase. This approach
would help to absorb cost and not
force cuts in programs, supplies, main-
tenance and services. We offer these
suggestions after witnessing the efforts
of die Board to reduce the budget and
the tax impact on you, the taxpayers.
Think about it.

Seniors interested in learning more
about the Senior Men's Forum may call
Walter Pasacrita at (908) 754-7410.

Editors Note: Walter Pasacrita is
chairman of the Senior Men's Forum
of South Plainfield. If you would like
to know more ahout the group,call
(908) 754 7410.

Borough Council members, along with Superintendent of Schools Dr. Robert Rosado, joins executives from Big
Lots in cutting the ribbon at the grand opening of their newest store in the Golden Acres Shopping Center.

Final BOE Budget Adoption Set for March 28
The Board of Education will hold a

special public meeting on Tuesday,
March 28 at 8 p.m. to adopt the final
2006-2007 school budget.

At last week's meeting the board
made cuts in personnel in the tenta-
tive budget and was expected to vote

Big Lots South
Plainfield Store
Now Open

Customers can save up to 70 per-
cent off one-time treasures and every-
day values as the nation's largest broad
line closeout chain expands.

From dining room sets to diapers
and everything in between, South
Plainfield residents have gained a con-
venient new source for bargains as Big
Lots officially opened a new store at
686 Oak Tree Ave. in the Golden Acres
Shopping Center on March 5. As part
of the grand opening celebration, Big
Lots made a $5,000 donation to the
South Plainfield Public Schools dur-
ing its ribbon-cutting ceremony.

"We are committed to making a dif-
ference where it matters-in the com-
munities we serve," said Rob Claxton,
senior vice president of marketing for
Big Lots. "By providing a donation
to South Plainfield local schools, we
are empowering young people to re-
alize their dreams and their potential.
We hope this small gift will provide
support to local educators."

Big Lots, the nation's largest broad
line closeout retailer, typically sells
items for 20 to 40 percent less than
discount stores and up to 70 percent
below traditional retailers.

At 20,600 square feet, the new Big
Lots features more than 700 always-
in-stock items including essentials like
toothpaste, batteries, diapers and
household chemicals.

UNITED STATES
POSTAL SERVICE

South Plainfield Post Office is
Hosting Passport Fair!!

March 18, 2006 8:30 AM-6:00 PM
South Plainfield, NJ Acting Postmaster George Caswell and his staff are hosting a Passport Fair at the South Plainfield Post
Office at 114 Oak Tree Avenue to make it more convenient for postal customers to obtain a passport. The fair will be held on
March 18 from 8:30am-6:00pm. Postal officials will be on hand to accept Passport Applications. Light refreshments will be
served and goodie bags for children will be handed out.

*Helpful tips for applying fora passport:

1) Fill out the passport application (DS11), before you come to the Post Office.
You can download it from: http//travel.state.gov/download_applications.html

2) Bring proof of US citizenship and current photo identification with you.
3) South Plainfield postal officials can take the passport photographs. You can also have them taken at any local pharmacy.
4) Have all your documentation with you when you apply for a passport.

All information on passport applications, procedures and fees can be obtained by contacting the South Plainfield Post Office or
on the World Wide Web at www. usps. com (click on the government links page then click on get a passport). A representative will
be available to explain about usps.com and all the internet services it provides. Don't forget to ask about Business Connect!

on the final budget adoption at the
March 14 Committee of the Whole
Meeting on Tuesday night. Board
member Carol Byrne said the vote for
the final adoption of the budget was
removed from die agenda because the
amount of state aid would not be
known until Mardi 23 and changes
to the budget may be necessary.

As it stands the tentative
$50,475,623 budget for die 2006-
2007 school year would include
$40,212,967 to be raised by taxes
bringing the tax rate to $2.73 per

$100 of assessed valuation or an ad-
ditional $237 for owners of
$117,000 home.

In other business, Board member
Jeff Seider suggested a change in die
regular and COW Board meetings
from Tuesday to Wednesday because
their is a conflict with the Borough
council now that it meets on the first
and tiiird Tuesday of the month.

After discussion the Board decided
to leave any change in meeting sched-
ule to the incoming Board after the
new members are elected.
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Celebrating S Years
in South Plainfield

Physical Therapy Center
of South Plainfield

Theresa L. Conte P. T. Physical Therapist

(908)668-1951
1110 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

Orthopedic Rehabilitation • TMJ • Back & Neck Pain
Most Insurance Plans Welcome • Most HMO's I PPO's Accepted • Medicare Approved

SERVING UNION AND MIDDLESEX COUNTIES FOR OVER 15 YEARS



• To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 908-668-0010 March 17, 2006

#oundlbwn
«JR.T, .-J1L,

Lenten Fish Dinners
At Sacred Heart
Fridays, thru April 7

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 and Sac-
red Heart Church, will hold their fam-
ous lenten fish dinners on March 17,
24,31 andApril7intheSacredHeart
cafeteria from 5 to 7 p.m.

Menu features filet of fish (fried,
broiled, Parmesan), a pasta dish (cheese
ravioli, manicotti, linguini) pizza,
fresh garden salad, rice pilaf, French
fries or macaroni and cheese, cole slaw,
coffee, tea, or cold drink, plus dessert.

Take out orders are available. Admis-
sion is $8 for adults, $7 for seniors and
$4 for children. Pay at the door. •

VFW Corned Beef &
Cabbage Dinner
March 17

VFW Post #6763, Front St., will
hold a dinner, featuring corned beef
and cabbage or fish, on St. Patrick's
T>3y, Friday, March 17 from 5 to 7
pm. The public is invited. Cost is adult
$8, children 12 and under $4. Take
outs .50 cents extra.

For information, call (908) 668-
9751 after 3 p.m. daily and noon on
weekends.

Troop 228 To Hold
Blood Drive
March 18 '

Members of the South Plainfield
Girl Scout Troop 228 will be hold-
ing a blood drive on Saturday, March
18 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the South
Plainfield PAL Building on Maple Ave.

Call Sharon Snogans at (908) 755-
7481 to make an appointment. Walk-
ins are welcome. Free t-shirts!

Corned Beef Dinner
At the Elks
March 18

The South Plainfield Elks Veterans
Committee will hold their annual
corned beef and cabbage dinner on
Saturday, March 18 from 4:30 to 9
p.m. All you can eat, includes soda.
Adults $8, child $5. The Elks is lo-
cated on New Market Ave. Any ques-
tions, call Lou Peralta (908) 756-6406.

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake

9 AM-4PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 AM-12:30 PM

South Plainfield

SENIOR CENTER
What's

happening in

FEBRUARY
MONDAY

UPCOMING
EVENTS

- •w ~

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

Hunterdon Hills Playhouse - "Charlie's Aunt"
March 23 • 10am departure

srj* ?rj< sr$«

Overnight trip to Baltimore w/Dinner Theatre
April 29 and 30

BINGO 10-2pm
I Lunch Available
I Tax Preparation
19am to noon

17

Knitting/Crocheting
9:30-11:30am <
Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Art Class 11:30am

Bingo 10am-2pm Q - i
Ladies Social 1 ^ '
Lunch Available

Exercise 8:45am Q O
Computer Class ^-^-
10am, 11:30am & 1pm
Tai Chi Class 2pm
Listening to Children 10am

Shop Pathmark9amQQ
Tax Preparation 9-12^-0
Practical Crafts 10am
Computer Class
11 am & 1 pm
Exercise Class 1:15pm
AARP Meeting 12:30

BINGO 10-2pm
Lunch Available
Tax Preparation
9am to noon

TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SENIOR CITIZEN'S CENTER, VISIT THE CENTER.

Knights Announce
St. Patrick's Party
March 18

The Knights of Columbus will hold
there annual St. Patrick's Day Party
on Saturday, March 18 at their hall on
Hamilton Blvd. from 5 to 9 p.m. Cost
is $15 per person. Dinner includes
corned beef and cabbage (chicken
breast), potato soup, red potatoes^ des-
sert and beverages. A DJ will be play
classic Irish music. Take-out dinners avail-
able. Contact Robert Smith at (908)
755-1331 for tickets.

American Legion
St. Patrick's Dinner/Dance
March 18

American Legion Post and SAL
Squadron #243 will hold their an-
nual St. Patrick's Day dinner dance
on Saturday, March 18 from 6 to 11
p.m. at Chaumont Post #243 on Oak
Tree Ave. Cost is $15 per person.

Call (908) 668-9414 for info.

Franklin PTA Auction/
Raffle Night
March 18

The Franklin School PTA is spon-
soring their 10* Annual Auction/

Seote lains
^Center

The Biggest Little Music Store in New Jersey
413 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

(908) 322-7542

HUGE SELECTION OF:
Sheet Music - Tons of It!!!!!!

Music Books-YouName It, We ProbablyHave It
New and Used Guitars

Accessories for All Instruments
Master Class Videos I Video Rental Club

All Styles, From Mozart to Metal
Piano • Guitar • Sax • Bass • Flute

Clarinet • Trumpet
And MoreALL

SCHOOL
MUSIC

SUPPLIES

Raffle Night. The event will be held
on Saturday, March 18 at 6:30 p.m.
at the South Plainfield High School
gym. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and
tickets are $10.

For tickets, call Dorothea at 753-
7117 or Jennifer at 561-4958. No
one under the age of 18 will be ad-
mitted. Complimentary ricketfor grand
prize drawing with every advanced ticket
sale. Food welcomed, soft drinks avail-
able for purchase.

Puppy Behavior Seminar
March 21

A seminar on puppy behavior will be
held at the Plainfield Animal Hospital
on Tuesday, March 21 at 7 p.m.

Admission is $35, paid in adance or
$45 at the door. Call (908) 755-2428
for reservations and information.

Trip to Hunterdon Hills
March 23

The Senior Center has a trip to
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse planned
for Thursday, March 23 to see the hi-
larious comedy, "Charlie's Aunt." Cost
is $53 per person and includes trans-
portation, a luncheon and the show.
For reservations, stop by the Senior
Center. This trip is open to the public.
You do not need to be a member of
the Center to participate.

'Open Your Heart'
Casino Night
March 25

Open Your Heart to Children Bat-
tling Cancer Foundation, Inc. will be
holding a Casino Night on Saturday,
March 25 at Sacred Heart School.
Doors open at 6:30, play begins at 7
p.m Cost is $40 per person and in-
cludes wine, beer, soda and playing
chips. For information, call (908)
755-5300, ext. 203.

Almost Famous
Players Coffeehouse
March 25

South Plainfield's Almost Famous
Players will hold their second AFP
Coffeehouse on Saturday, March 25
at the Senior Center, 7 to 10:30 p.m.
The show will feature a variety of acts.

Tickets are $5 in advance, $3 for
Senior Citizens. Tickets purchased at
the door are $6. Children under 12
must be accompanied by an adult.
Refreshments will be sold.

For more information call (908)
346-2290 or email almstfamous-
plvrs(&aol.com. Seating is limited.

Celebration of New
Orleans Culture
March 25

The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission invites you to a Celebra-
tion of the Culture of New Orleans
with an evening of Blues, Jazz and
Gospel, featuring renowned Blues
vocalist, Sweet Georgia Brown, on
Saturday, March 25 from 7 to 8.30
p.m. at the Wesley United Methodist
Church Hall, located onPJainfield Ave.
Admission is free. Refreshments will
be served.

For info, call (908) 226-5335.

Planning an event?
Send It to spobserver@comoast.net

— Out of Town

Rainbow Academy
Plans Open House
March 18

Rainbow Academy Child Care Cen-
ter on Oak Tree Rd. will hold an open
house on Saturday, March 18,10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. for summer camp and Sep-
tember 2006 enrollment.

Those interested are also invited to
meet the staffand visit the center for a
tour during normal operating hours
(7 a.m.-6:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday). For directions and more info,
visit www.rainbowacademy.com or
call (908) 769-3224.

Da Vinci Code
Discussion
March 19

The Oak Tree Presbyterian Church
will be offering a four-week class en-
titled "Beyond The Da Vinci Code"
following its 10 a.m. worship service
beginning Sunday, March 19. The
class will examine the contents and the
controversies surrounding this publish-
ing phenomenon. Participants should
read the book before the first class.

For information please call (732)
549-4178. The church is located at
445 Plainfield Rd. in North Edison.

Shoppers Welcome!
March 20

Join our First Annual Mommy
Vendor Day on Monday, March 20
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at The
Heritage at Clara Barton, third floor
activities room, 1015 Amboy Ave.
in Edison. Some cash/carry, all orders
accepted. Represented will be Avon,
Laura's Creative Designs, Silpada De-
signs, Southern Living at Home and
Tastefully Simple.

For more information, call Mara at
(908) 447-0804.

A Taste of Kindness
Fundraiser
March 20

A soup kitchen fundraiser, A Taste
of Kindness, will be held on Monday,
March, 20 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. at the
Pines Manor on Rt. 27 in Edison.

The event will feature soups from
Central Jersey's finest restaurants, plus
breads, desserts, dootprizes and raffles.

The event is sponsored by Women
Aware, Inc. Middlesex Country's
Abused Victim's Services Agency.

Tickets are $40 in advance and $45
at the door, call (732) 937-9525. All
proceeds are applied directly to
"ELVES" (Empower the Littlest Vic-
tims to Emerge Strong).

Family Arts Festival
March 25

The Family Arts Festival will be held
on March 25 from 1 to 4 p.m. at
Arline and Henry Schwartzman
Courtyard, Robert Wood Johnson
Hospital in New Brunswick. It is
open to children ages three to 12 and
the special adults in their lives.

Admission is $ 10 for adults and $5
for children. For information and reg-
istration visit us at www.iaheni.org or
call (732) 220-1600.

"Lent is a time for a
fresh new taste of God!"

Sunday Worship-lOam
Tuesday Night-"Soup & Prayer"

6:30 pm
Maundy Thursday Soup

Supper/Communion
Service 6:30 pm

Easter Celebrations
9:30 am / 11 am

Oak Tree Church
The Dcv. Dick Oppet Pastor

445 Plainfield Ave., .
N. Edison Park Avenue $

732-549-4178 &/

"O Taste and see that the Lord is good!*
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milestones
Aboosamam Named Cadet of the Month

From the Desk of Debbie Boyle...

Lee Aboosamara, son of Mrs and
Mrs. Leon Aboosamara of Sourh
Plainfield, has been named Cadet of
the Month at Valley Forge Military
Academy

Lee was accepted as a freshman to
Valley Forge after passing an entrance
exam in April. Upon entering the
school Lee had to go through six weeks
of plebe training, which is a rigorous
combination of mental and physical
challenges. During this period he was
only allowed to write home and wasn't
allowed to see his parents until he be-
came a full-fledged cadet. During that
same period Lee tried out for the var-
sity football team and the varsity soc-
cer team making both. He decided to
play soccer and competed all season
as a varsity starter. As a freshman this
was certainly an accomplishment.

Lee Aboosamara

In February 2006, Lee's parents
were informed that he was named Ca-
det of the Month for December and
January.

The Grant School PTO met on
Tuesday, March 7. The cultural arts
program performed by Joanne's
Dance Studio was enjoyed by the staff
and students. The PTO made a dona-
tion on behalf of Joanne's Dance Stu-
dio to the Autistic Foundation.

The box top collection is still on-
going. There is a collection box in the
entrance of the school. Please send in
the box tops in a baggie with your
child's name on the bag.

The 2007 Stokes fundraisers are
moving right along. The Curves
fundraiser is still ongoing. If you need
tickets please contact Donna Kasmer.
Tickets are $10 each, which include
10 visits per customer, but can only
be used for the initial 10 visits. Each
person is allowed one ticket.

A vendor night is upcoming in
June, so if there are any vendors inter-
ested in purchasing a space should
contact Debbie DiDolce. Our 50/50
Rattle is still available for upcoming
drawing in May 2006. Please contact

Maria Huber. A yearbook is still avail-
able for purchase for $12. Send in
your order with your child. The $25
activity fee which is still being collected
for fifth and six grade students helps
to pay for cultural arts program, the
fifth grade DARE picnic and sixth
grade end of the year picnic. The ac-
tivity fee helps to alleviate the need to
do general fundraising. This fee docs
not go toward the Stokes trip. Please
remember that the 2007 Stokes Com-.
mittee needs the help of each fifth grade
student and their parents to volun-
teer whatever time they can in the
fundraising process.

The next PTO meeting will be held
on April 5. Dr. Rosado will be there
to present a BOE budget presenta-
tion. Please try to attend these budget
hearings. There are currently eight staff
cuts proposed in the budget, whether
it passes or fails. If the budget does
not pass, there will be cuts in student
assistant counselors, elementary com-
puter labs, world language teachers and

Middle School Announces Second Quarter Honor Roll
7th Grade High Honor Roll

G. Bjorn DeLaCruz, Brandon
Downes, Lauren Keane, Michael
Krusinowskiy, Tara O'Day, Ruchi
Patel, Kyle Pompilio, Cindy Ruiz,
Michael Simone and Ellen Zinsky.
7th Grade Honor Roll

Taylor Adorna, Rachel Alexa,
Bacilio Alvarado, Christopher
Anyamene, Carly Ashnault, Jayme
Bishop, Cheyenne Britt, Joelle
Butrico, Kenneth Calderoni, Amanda
Chen, Chelsey Colucci, Lauren
Conrad, Jeffrey Conroy, Kayla Co-
tone, Christopher Cupo, Dina Dou-
ras, Glenn Edridge, Nicole Firmin,
Michaela Fore, Connor Gillis, Jenae
Goodson, Elizabeth Gratta, Kaitlyn;

Graziano, Aaron Guiang, Jaclyn
Handwerger, Michelle Hernandez,
Charles Huber, Riley Hubner, Joseph
Ifrach, Iris Ivaniuc, Amizan Jaieel,
Taylor Jarema, Kristina Jewkes, Megan
Kaczka, Brigitte Kelly, Alexander
Khidre, Hieu La, Marina Lam, Patrick
Landy, Paul Leepin, Justin Lesky, Cory
Limone, Ryan Lind, Matthew little
and Thalia Lopez.

Chante Martin, Jennifer Martinez,
Sarah McCarthy, Dylan McDermott,
Jamie McLean, Lindsay McMahon,
Megan McMahon, Michelle Miller,
Michelle Nguyen, Joseph Nicastro,
Eric Niemeyer, Erin O'Connor, Pearl
Paguntalan, Kishan Patel, Raja Patel,
Shruti Patel, Jason Pattison^Kelly

HOMETOWN HEROS
3 to 6 Foot Subs • Sloppy Joe Platters -Gourmet Wrap Platters

Assorted Finger Sandwich Platters -Homemade Salads
Assorted Sandwich Platters • Complete Line of Hot Trays

South
Plainfield's

st

Choice for

OWN
SUNDAY

Quality Catering
HOMETOWN HEROS

340 Hamilton Blvd. So. Plainfield
908-755-1111*0(4376)

1 unior

Journalist

Pauls, Vincent Phan, Amanda Pileggi,
Jeffrey Praul, Cassandra Prendergast,
Samantha Pukash, Christopher Rich-
ard, Sarah Roibal, Joana Isa, Claudia
Salazar, Jake Salerno, Karly Sanko,
Jennifer Saravia, Katelyn Scarinci,
Danielle Schaaf, Michele Schuetz,
Rosa Spallieri, Daniel Sticco, Edward
Sullivan, Matthew Sward, Shana Tom,
Danielle Tramutola, Julie Tran, Kristin
Treslar, Agupunam Ufondu, William
Whitefleet and Kerry Yorkanis.

8th Grade High Honor Roll
Jenna Alexander, Ashley Aya, Eliza-

beth Balon, Stephen Coppi, Bianca
DiDolce, Matthew Galinsky, Steven
Gijzenda, Alexander Horn, Arham Jain,
Thomas Loalbo, Daniel Smith, Jon-
athan Sukenik and Bryant Villamarin.
8th Grade Honor Roll

Juliana Agrillo, Freddy Almanzar,
Brittany Alvarado,. Angela Ang, Brian
Babinetz, Stephen Balzer, Morgan
Bethea, Jimmy Bijlani, Aleksandra
Blazejowicz, Dorsey Britton, Lisseth
Calderon, Megan Cerini, Kevin Cof-
fey, Natalie Colucci, Kristie Crilley,
Marilyn Cruz, Justin DeOliveira, Gag-
anjot Dhaliwal, Christian DiCarlo,
Thuy Trang Doan, Tyier Driscoll,
John Duran, Elizabeth Fasullo, Ryan
Flanagan, Alana Franco, Kyle Freuler,
James Gorman, Logan Green, Jaimie
Handwerger, Ryan Harrington, Jenna
Heckel, Nicholas Heilmann, Sheena
Higgins, Kyle Hughes, Courtney Irber,
Dontae Johnson, Kyle Kaczka, Jenae
Keith, Kelly Kline, Andrew Kovalevich
and Steven Kovalevich.

Dung Le, Frank Licato, Philip
Longo, Kevin Lopez, Karthik Mar-
padga, Christopher Marrone, Nicole
McDonough, Amber Miller, Parin
Mody, Andrew Muhlgeier, Felicia

Mulheam, Jessica Napolitano, Chris-
tine Nau, Chelsea Ng, Andrew
Nguyen, Ashley Nguyen, Christopher
Oprysk, Kristina Palazzo, Brian Palma,
Dylan Papa, Kairav Parikh, Aesha Patel,
Kishan Patel, Emily Piekarski, Ashley
Pierce, Kayla Prins, Donta Rice,
Natalie Rittinger, Ryan Sacco, Alex-
andria Santos, Matthew Santos,
Courtney Schaefer, Matthew Schaefer,
Alyssa Scrudato, James Seyffart, Man-
raj Singh, Alexandra Skula, Nicole
Slatky, Italia Spallieri, Julie Stilo,
Michael Sullivan, Gareth Teece, Tyler
Whalen, Andre Williams, Sara Woje-
wodka, Heba Younes, Thomas Zaz-
zara and Kaitiyn Zielinski.

sports program. Once again, it is im-
perative for all residents to support
this years budget. The school budget
vote will be April, 18 from 2 to 9
p.m. You must be registered to vote
by March 21. The final date to apply
for an absentee ballot is April. 11. If
you are unsure of your voting center,
contact the County Clerks Office at
(732) 745-3005; Come out and
vote. The PTSO's and PTO's will be
holding activities for the children, on
voting day so that parent/guardians
will be able to come out and vote.

On March 30 Stephanie Walsh,
president of the Roosevelt Elemen-
tary School PTSO, will be hosting a
meet the Board of Education candi-
dates night at the new Roosevelt
School gym at 6:30 p.m. Come out
and greet candidates Donna Rann,
Randt Gregorio, John Markham and
Ernie "Jim" Giannakis. Stephanie
Walsh is requesting dessert donations
from all PTSCs and PTO's for that
evening.

The Myspace seminar held on
March 8 at the Senior Center was
hosted by the South Plainfield Ob-
server in conduction with the Middle-
sex County Prosecutors's Office, the
South Plainfield Police Department,
the Board of Education and Sacred
Heart School. Township and school
officials were in attendance, along with
approximately 125 residents. It was
an extremely informative program
along with a slide presentation. Pam-
phlets were available from the Mid-
dlesex County Prosecutor's Office.

The Project Graduation Auction/
Raffle was held on March 11. Congratu-
lations to all who were involved in the
auction/raffle and to those who attended
this wonderful event-Debbie Bmle-

Michael & Oscar

Hair Styling • Facials • Makeup
"Expect the Best"

PROM SPECIALTY STYIES-Updo, Extensions, Temporary Color
* ** Call for booking appointment * **

Featuring Top Stylists Oscar Estevez & Denise Matthews
•

Specializing in expert hair color, cut and styling
And South Plainfield's Own Ashley Allocco-Makeup Artist

Tina Ternyil-Estetician (facials)

Open Tues-Sat 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. d & MW\SjYVikJl^ffiik
k25 South Plainfield Ave. ?"
" 's Edge Mit t . Cms) Ht ofpoiiitmirt necessary but mmmeniei

J J Charlie and Debbie Kurland of Hometown Heros
deliver dinner to Junior Journalist winner Danielle Scaaf.

She is joined by her parents, Rose and Fred, Grandmother
Jane and Godmother Lori Kilker. Congratulations!

i El II I II I I I l l

Moretti Realty
225 Maple Avenue
South Plainfield
New Jersey 07080

We Offer:
• Professionalism • Service
• Honesty • Experience

MARY ANN LISEWSKI
& Ther/Cf~}» Team

Mary Ann Lisewski
908-755-5051 floT^—^
Debbie tykes x 331 webSite:
Christine lahey x 343 llsewskiteam.com

Email: lisewskim@morettirealty.com

Market
II you are interested in a Competitive Market
Analysis* of your property, call us today!
This information is valuable for reviewing
insurance, estate planning, financing, buying,
selling or investing. All calls are confidential.
'Based on Comparable Sales

The finest compliment we can
ever receive is a referral from
our friends and customers.
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Casino Night

4>

MARCH
DOORS OPEN 6.-3O PM
PLAY BEGINS 7;OO PM

$40.00 PER PERSON
INCLUDES WINE, BEER, SODA, PLAYING CHIPS

Bring Your Friends ana Bring Your Faaa!
Location: Sacred Heart School, Randolph Ave. & South Plainfield Ave., South Plainflelct, NJ

HMSS2-O5 L M 468-5-35318 .

Please enclose check payable to:
Open Your Heart to Childrc-nBaltling Cancer Foundation, Inc.
22S Mspte Av« South PiaintieSd, NJ Q7O8O-O0S6 • Ph: 9O8-7SS-S3O0, X303 - Fax: 908-755-5053

•

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

le!»phorte

No of Tickets

IJ Check Enclosed
Cam #

Card.

: amount of this order:

Charge mj. LJ Visa D MMSterCan) n '

•

•

Spaghetti Dinners Draw
Crowds for Local Fundraising

Three spaghetti dinner fundraisers
were held recently to. support various
causes: St. Stephen's Lutheran
Church, Grant School and South
Plainfield Knights of Columbus.

For Grant School, the road to the
Stokes State Forest was paved with
spaghetti and meatballs and all the
trimmings. Their February spaghetti
dinner at Grant School was a fund-
raiser to offset the costs of the annual
sixth grade class trip. Over 300 tickets
were sold in advance and hungry fami-
lies stood in a line that ran through the
lobby and out the door. Between the
take out meals, advance sales and walk-
ins, 500 people enjoyed a full Italian
dinner. The highly successful event
raised nearly $3,000 for the trip.

The dinner was organized by the
2007 Stokes Committee and Chair-
person, Debbie Boyle. Bob Boyle of
Roma Food donated food and des-
serts. Thirty-five volunteers began
working at 3:15 and finished at 9:30
p.m. Sodexho employees Linda and
Rosanne assisted Principal Leo Walen
in cooking massive amounts of pasta,
meatballs, meatloaf, and sausage. The
kitchen crew worked non-stop
throughout the evening. Parents made
garlic bread, stuffed cannoJi shells and
other desserts. The event featured a
50/50, and raffled baskets donated by
the Boyle Foundation and parents.
Karen Steingart, president of the
Grant School PTO, Sue Murtagh, trea-
surer and Donna Teller, handled tick-
ets sales at the door.

The Keystone residence received
three trays of food donated by Grant
Vice Principal Rob Richkus, Debbie
and her son Patrick Boyle.

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus held there second annual
spaghetti dinner on Friday, Feb. 24.
The spaghetti dinner itself was the idea
of Vinny and Billy Butrico. Vinny

and Billy wanted to give our commu-
nity a regularly scheduled spaghetti
dinner, where the community could
meet and have a great dinner at a low
price. All proceeds went towards the
Knights of Columbus community
fund, which gives back to needy indi-
viduals and families in our town.
About 160 people attended the spa-
ghetti dinner.

The host was Bill Butrico. Cooks
were Vinny, Charlie and Gerry Bu-
trico. Mike Butrico helped in the
kitchen with sink duty. Bill Butrico,
Charlie Butrico Sr., Brian Cargill and Joe
Scmdato set up the hall the night before.

Waiters were Robert Barone (head
waiter), Casey Butrico, Alexis Cargill
and James Butrico. Bill, Tracy and
Willie Hartmann ran the bread sta-
tion. Kevin Keane and his son passed
out coffee and desserts to the patrons.
Harold Bolton and his daughter
Lauren were in charge of cleaning up
die tables and busing the plates back
to get cleaned and Rachel Scrudato
helped out as the salad girl.

Gene Baker and Tony Moskal were
in charge of collecting the money and
selling 50/50 tickets and Lenny
Kleczkowski and. Mike Tabachnkk
were helping out at the beverage table.

The Knights would like to thank
each and every person who either
helped out and attended this event,
without your support this event
would not have been as successful as
it was. Just a reminder, the Knights
will be running this dinner every quar-
ter and remember their slogan "Don't
Cook on Friday"

QUIZTIOSSUB
116 DURHAM PLAZA

South Plainfield 908-755-5177

MOM-SAT 10-9:30 SUN 11-8

TICKETS:
$5 in advance,
$6 at the door
Sr. Citizens $3
Refreshments Sold
Door PrizesPresents

Coffeehouse 2OO6
Under 13 musi _ _ _

bi accompanied flfarch 2 5 , I '

Senior Center, Maple Ave. SotitK

• • • • • • • • • • • • • F e a t u r i n g • • • • • • • • • • • • •
Justina & the Day Breaks, The Same Effect

Chris Abbott, Mike Martin &_ Tim Barkalow/acoustic guitar,
John Roesch/sax, Daronna Approrato,, Cassie Krajcik,

Darren Kaczowski/vocals, John Roesch/sax,
SP Senior Citizen Ken R-vocals... and others!

For tickets or info call 908-346-2290
or email almstfamousplyrs@aol.com

Take the first sisp towards

FREE 14 Day PASS!
He* Members Only

908 311
LADIES

outh Plainfield
Oak Tree Road Suite 2

Across from Super A&P
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Sports

Franklin School Pack 207 was well represented at The Harlem
Globetrotters Game on Presidents Day at Continental Arena. It was an
honor when they presented their Pack Flag and the great flag of our
country during the National Anthem. The Cub Scout Color Guard
consisted of the following scouts; Christopher Markey, Zachary
Henderson, Alex Peaz, Sam Smith, Anthony Austin and James Markey.

JUNIOR BASEBALL
CLUB NOTES

The South Plainfield Junior Base-
ball Club's Executive Board would like
to thank the nearly 50 volunteers that
helped rake leaves, spread in-field dirt,
dean-out dugouts and pick up gar-
bage this past Saturday It was a ter-
rific turn-out, and the Board thanks
all of those moms^and dads that par-
ticipated. On Saturday, March 18,
nine year-old and 14 year-old parents
have field duty at 8 a.m.

Snack stand sign-ups are scheduled
for Wednesday March 22 at the club-
house. Sign-ups are on a first come
first serve basis from 6 to 9 p.m.

The next SPJBC Rutgers
S.A.EE.T.Y. course will be held on
March 23. In order to coach you need
to have certification as well as be a
club member. Call the SPJBC at (908)

to regis-
ter. All play-
ers should have re-
ceived notification by their manager
regarding team selections. Opening
day is just three weeks away. Happy
Saint Patrick's Day!

The SPJBC is looking for volun-
teers for the 2006 season. In particu-
lar, the SPJBC needs Snack Stand Cap-
tains. Anyone interested in being a
snack stand captain is asked to call the
SPJBC at (908) 754-2090 or e-mail
the club at www.southplain-
fieldjbc(a>yahoo.com. Also, feel free
to visit the SPJBC website at
www.leaguelineup.com/spibc.

There's a NEW Lawyer in Town

•TEnds VBIIBQIIS, ESQ.
- 10D Front Street - South Plainfield -
Corner of Maple and Front Street
(308)756-2173; Daily 9-5
Everings S Saturdays By Appointment

• Abogada Hispana • Todns Asuntos Legales •
Real Estate Purchase/Sale Business • Bus. Formation • Municipal Court
Tickets-Drugs/DWI'DivDrce-Child Support'Work-RelatBd Injury-SSl

sJTwin City Pharmacy
"Tel. (908) 755-7696 Fax (908) 755-6003

1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 (New to Farmer's Marto

Today's Modern Pharmacy with Old Fashioned Values

DME Provider for US Healthcare/AETNA
& CIGNA

Medicare and Medicaid Provider
Solaris In-Network DME Provider

MEDLINE
Rollator with

Seat/Loop
Brake

$99.95
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Bicycle Helmet
Law Changes

The New Jersey Division of High-
way Traffic Safety has announced that
effective March 1, New Jersey's Bi-
cycle Helmet Law has changed. Young
people under the age of 17 will be
required to wear an approved helmet
when cycling, roller skating, in-line
skating, or skateboarding. The law
currently affects riders under the age
of 14. We urge you to share this in-
formation with your residents.

Each year, bicyclists are killed or in-
jured in New Jersey due to bicycle
crashes. Many bicycle deaths result
from bicycle-motor vehicle collisions.
However, injuries can happen any-
where, including parks, bike paths and
driveways, and often, do not involve
motor vehicles.

Head injury is the most serious in-
jury type and the most common cause
of death among bicyclists. The most
severe injuries are those to the brain
that cause permanent damage. Bicycle
helmets can prevent or diminish the
severity of these injuries.

The Division of Highway Traffic
assists county, municipal and law en-
forcement agencies with education,
public awareness and enforcement of
the bicycle helmet law and other bi-
cycle safety issue.

For more information on the new
law and other bicycle safety issues,
please go to The Divisions website at
www.njsaferoads.com.

Bpys Middle School
Basketball Team
(Continued from page 1)
part of the team's success and the play-
ers and coaches appreciate their com-
mitment to the team.

Coach Fonti would like to thank
the players for making this a special
season and the most enjoyable in his
last 20 years of coaching. He wishes
them the best of luck in the future.
Managing to coach 18 players would
not have been possible without the
assistance, of Joseph Bennett who did
an exceptional job preparing the play-

| Ready for a New
GARAGE DOOR?

WE*150

iECUBE A2

sniPmLOCK

on your new
garage door
installation

or
10% off

lock work or
garage repairs

Licensed > Bonded * Insured

732-855-6969
RESIDENT! AL'AUTO'COMMERCIAl

FREE ESTIMATES COUPON CODE spin

Brighten up someone's day j
with a gourmet gift basket
. orfloral arrangement.

2325 PlainField Auc.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD
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Picture: Kneeling Lto R: Phuong Trinh, Jaclyn Kukuch, Lindsey Murtagh,
Gina Curcio, and Katie Yon. Standing L to R: Coach Ralph Fech, Beverly
Jamieson, Jessica Vasquez, Lindsay Hunsicker, Angelique Rualo and
Assistant Coach Lori Gerstl.

Highlights of the SPHS
Bowling Season

1—Ranked #17 in the State Star Ledger Ranking 2/2/06
2—Overall Record (12-15-2)
3—Upset JP Stevens; State finalist Fiscataway and State ranked East
Brunswick in regular season play
4—Upset East Brunswick—again—in the first round of the GMC play-
offs.
5—The Lady Tigers were tournament tough finishing in the top ten in
four out of five major tournaments.

Bishop Ahr Holiday Classic 13/29
Westfkld Invitational 8/15
Joe Romer Memorial 10/21

• Central Jersey Winter Classic 8/32
Central Jersey All-Groups Sectional 8/32

6—Won the White Division Sportsmanship Award

GtadsName #Game HighGame HighSet Avg.

12 Capt. Beverly Jamieson 81 229 616 170
GMC Individual 11* place/200 MVP

9 Jaclyn Kukuch 83 206 520 152
Rookie of the Year

12 Capt. Angelique Rualo 82 210 538 151
10 Katie Yon 68 198 537 143
9 Gina Curcio 58 192 479 137
12 Lindsay Hunsicker 53 178 475 136
9 Lindsey Murtagh 47 173 406 125
11 Jessica Vasquez 12 • 1 8 7 : - 119

I unior

Journalist

Charlie and Debbie Kurland of Hometown Heros
deliver dinner to Junior Journalist winner

Dylan Thompson pictured here with mom lisa,
dad Walter and brother Shaun. Congratulations Dylan!

mmcctstnet
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Sports
WRESTLING BY BOB HUNTER

Tiger Wrestlers Strong at State Tournament, Winning Four Medals
A memorable wrestling season end-

ed this past weekend at the Atlantic
City Boardwalk Hall, with Tiger wres-
tlers showing both success and disap-
pointment. South Plainfield sent a
tournament high of nine wrestlers to
the big show, with four wrestlers fin-
ishing amongst the top four in their
respected weight classes and walking
in the "Parade of Champions" on Sun-
day afternoon in front of a record
crowd of 11,700.

The action started on Friday
evening with the preliminary round
that saw those wrestlers who finished
second and third in the Region tour-
naments looking to avoid elimination,
followed by the pre-quarter finals. First
up for the Tigers was Jimmy Conroy
(125), who defeated Kyle Packer of
Cherokee by major decision 11-0.
Bryan Hunt kept his memorable run
at 130 going by winning an 8-4 deci-
sion over Steve Makuka of North
Burlington. Mike Jakubik (135) came
out on fire and scored an 18-9 major
decision over Mike Fedele of
Haddonfield. Eddie McCray, who has
had rough luck in Adantic City over

the past few years, broke the spell
when he went on to defeat Kirk Kiriazis
of Maple Shade 12-9 in his 145
pound preliminary. Prior to that
McCray was 1-6 in the state tourna-
ment. Mark Wagner faced off against
Pete Simon of JFK Iselin at 160, who
defeated Wagner in the GMC tourna-
ment 14-13, looking to avenge that
earlier loss. After giving up the first
takedown, Wagner quickly escaped
and as Simon went in for the
takedown slammed Wagner's shoul-
der into the mat causing Wagner to
take an injury timeout. Wagner in
obvious pain continued the match
and lost by tech-fall 18-3. At 189,
Kevin Crilley, recovering from sick-
ness the week prior to the tournament,
won his match 4-2 over Joe Sangiardi
of St. Joseph's-Montvale.

With the start of the pre-quarterfinal
round, the pack was narrowed to 16
in each weight and was now double
elimination. Patrick Hunter, (103),
was up first for the Tigers and wasted
very little time with Rich Lavorato of
Caldwell, pinning him in 1:14. Billy
Ashnault (119) defeated TJ. Mitchell

of Raritan 8-4 and Jimmy Conroy
kept his title hopes alive with a 7-4
decision over James Beshada of Chris-
tian Brothers Academy at 125. Bryan
Hunt had a tough time with Nick
Murray of Bound Brook. The even-
tual third place winner dropped a 11-
0 major decision, while Mike Jakubik
lost a heartbreaker to John Barnett of
Jefferson 3-2. Nick Dorey, Region 3
champion at 140, did not have much
luck in the draw, as he pulled Region
2 champion Daryl Cocozzo of River
Dell and dropped an 8-1 decision.
Eddie McCray then faced Kason
Jamison of Absegami and cruised to
an 11-6 decision. Kevin Crilley, feel-
ing the effects of illness, dropped a
13-7 decision to Mac Mancuso of
Holy Spirit.

With four wresders heading into
the quarter final round and four in
the wrestle back round, the Tigers
looked good to advance all four into
the semi-final round. But that was not
to be, as Patrick Hunter dropped a 3-
2 decision to Derek Valenti of
Kittatinny for his first loss of the sea-
son and sending him to the wrestle
back round. Billy Ashnault then
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dropped a 5-3 decision to Joe Trause
of Bergen Catholic, the eventual 119
pound champion. Jimmy Conroy
returned to the semifinal round with
a 4-0 victory of Mario Lynn of Cen-
tral Regional. Bryan Hunt's memo-
rable run to Atlantic City ended with
a 7-3 loss to John Renard of Kingsway
in the first round of wrestlebacks. Mike
Jakubik rebounded from his tough
loss in the quarterfinals with a 5-4 vic-
tory over Bishop Ahr's Hector
Gonzalez, whom he defeated to win
the GMC crown in February. Nick
Dorey also stayed alive with a big 10-
4 victory over Tom Tuminelli of
Howell. In the 145 pound quarter-
final, Eddie McCray dropped an 11-4
decision ro eventual champion Scott
Winston of Jackson Memorial. The
quarterfinal and first round wrestle-
backs ended on a high note for South
Plainfield, as Kevin Crilley pinned Phil
Takacs-Senske of Sparta at 4:48. In
the next round of wrestlebacks, Patrick
Hunter once again got things going
for the Tigers at 103 pounds with a
successful rebound from his loss ear-
lier in the day with a pin over Joey
Langel of Howell in 5:06. At 119,
Billy Ashnault was eliminated after a
tough 3-1 loss to Chris Luma of Egg
Harbor. In the 135 pound wrestle-
back, Mike Jakubik dropped a close
4-3 decision to Mike Eagan of Morris
Knolls. Nick Dorey was soon elimi-
nated as well after losing Anthony
DeTroia of West Essex 6-3. Jakubik,
Dorey and Ashnault were all just one
match short of securing slots a? place
winners. Eddie McCray looked for,
and got, his revenge for his loss against
Shane Riccio of Watchung Hills in his
first wrestleback. Riccio dealt McCray
his first loss of the season in the Re-
gion 3 finals a week prior, but there
was no upset this time as McCray
scored a fall in 4:43. Kevin Crilley
continued to fight off both his oppo-
nents and his sickness by pinning
Derek Shelusky of South Brunswick
in 1:04.

The semifinal and next two rounds
of wrestlebacks began at 5 p.m. on
Saturday evening at Boardwalk Hall
with a sense of electricity in the air.
Patrick Hunter stayed in the game by
quickly pinning Gabe Ramos of
Hopatcong in 1:05. Jimmy Conroy
sought to make history in his semifi-
nal bout against Kris Sigafoos of Dela-
ware Valley in a rematch of last year's
119 pound semifinal. Conroy de-
feated his friendly rival 3-1 to reach his
third state final match, the third South

LEGAL NOTICES
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given that the following
action was taken by the South Plainfield Board
of Adjustment at it's meeting held on March 9,
2006.

A. Case # 57-04/S/V—Villani Builders. Block
3; Lot 3; 1336 West 7lh Street. The applicant's
request for preliminary & final site plan approval
was hereby GRANTED subject to additional
voluntary conditions.

B. Case # 84-05/S/V— South Plainfield Day-
care. LLC. Block 528.01; Lot 46.09; 3000
Hadley Road. The applicant's request for a use
variance to permit an adult medical day care
use, a variance to reduce the number of parking
spaces, the continuation of the existing non
conforming lot coverage together w/ pre-
liminary S final sit plan approval was hereby
GRANTED subject to additional voluntary
conditions.

C. Case # 08-06—Christian G. Mele. Block 195;
Lot 68; 126 Lee Place. The applicant's request
for an easterly side yard setback variance in
order to construct a rear, dormer was hereby
GRANTED subject to (1) additional voluntary
condition.

D. Case #09-06—ZZZ Corp. t/a/ Flanagan's,
Block 187; Lot 1.01; 2501 Plainfield Avenue.
The applicant's request for a front yard setback
variance from Lane Avenue in order to erect
an awning was hereby GRANTED subject to
additional voluntary conditions.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre
Secretary/Zoning Board of Adjustment

$47.60 March 17,2006

Plainfield wrestler to do so. Eddie
McCray scored an 8-5 victory to reach
the wrestleback semifinals and Kevin
Crilley did the same by defeating Drew
Ives of Bridgewater-Raritan 6-2. In
the wrestleback semifinals, Patrick
Hunter remained focused with a
strong 11-4 decision over a tough
Matt Oliver of Toms River North.
Eddie McCray also earned a spot in
the consolation finals by pinning
Mike Morganstern of WiJliamstown
in 5:02. Saturday night ended for the
Tigers on a high note as Kevin Crilley
went into action in a rematch against
Mac Mancuso of Holy Spirit. In what
was one of the most unusual matches
of the tournament, Crilley held firm
and dominated Mancuso, who began
losing his cool and going after Crilley,
the referees and even his own coaches.
But Crilley remained focused and re-
versed his earlier loss by securing a 12-
5 decision to be the third Tiger wres-
tler to earn a spot in Sunday morn-
ing's consolation finals.

While McCray and Crilley both
scored payback victories enroute to
the consolation finals on Saturday,
Patrick Hunter sought his on Sunday
morning in the consolation finals. His
opponent once again was Derek
Valenti of Kittatinny whom he suf-
fered his first, and what would be his
only, loss 24 hours earlier. Hunter's
strong run in the wrestlebacks con-
cluded just as strong with a dominat-
ing 12-4 major decision for a third
place finish. Hunter finished die sea-."
son with,a 44-1,record with the last
victory avenging his only loss. Eddie
McCray was up next for the Tigers in the
145 pound consolation final against
Corey Bleaken of-QiftOn, dropping a""
5-0 decision to finisn fourth with a 36-
3 record in his senior year. Crilley's memo-
rable run in Atlantic City ended with a
10-5 loss to Jamelle Jones of Winslow
Township for a fourth place finish and a
37-7 record.

The 125 pound finals saw two of
New Jersey's most winning wrestlers
go at it once again. Jimmy Conroy
faced off against his archrival Mike
Grey from Delbarton for the second
time in a week and a rematch of last
year's 119 pound final. Though it
sounded like most of the people
wanted Grey to become the first four-
time champion in state history, just as
many wanted to see Conroy knock
him off. But once again Grey was vic-
torious by a score of 13-7. But that
should not take anything away from
Conroy"s accomplishments. Conroy
set a South Plainfield and Middlesex
County record with 144 wins against
only eight losses, currently ranking
fourth in New Jersey history. He is the
only wrestler from South Plainfield
to place in the state tournament four
times (all in the top three), one of
only five state champions, and three
three-time finalists. In addition, he
helped lead the South Plainfield wres-
tling team to two consecutive Group
III State Championships.

Another memorable season for
South Plainfield wrestling has come
to a conclusion, with a number of
highs and lows. But in the end it was
yet another season that was beyond
successful, with the Tigers winning
county, district, section and state titles
again, sending 14 wrestlers to the re-
gion tournament, nine to the state
tournament and placing four there.
Congratulations to all Tiger wrestlers
on their strong performances this
weekend and good luck to those who
will be competing in the sophomore,
junior and senior nationals in the com-
ing months. Thanks to all for your
get well wishes after my cervical spinal
surgery two weeks ago. Special thanks,
to my son Ryan for writing die wres-
tling news in my absence.



March 17 2006 To subscribe to the South Plainfield Observer call 9O8-668 0010

Edmund J. Alparone,
Si 79

Edmund J. Alparone, Sr. died on
Friday, March 10 at Muhknberg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Bound Brook, he lived in
New York City and the Central Jersey
area before settling in South Plainfield
50 years ago.

A veteran of the US Navy, he served
during WWII as a seaman first class.

Mr. Alparone was employed as the
general manager for the former
Markey Bag Co. of Plainfield. After
its closing, he worked for the Univer-
sity of Medicine and Dentistry in New
Brunswick as the shipping manager
before retiring at the age of 65.

A creative and artistic person who
enjoyed painting, he also had a great
sense of humor and especially enjoyed
his grandchildren and his two great
granddaughters. He was also a New

York Giants fan who loved to travel,
play bingo and take trips to Atlantic
City.

He is survived by his wife, Carmella
(Erime) Alparone, two sons, Glenn
J. DeAngelis Sr. and his wife Mary Ann
and Edmund J. Alparone Jr.; a daugh-
ter, Helena A. Alparone and two
grandsons, Glenn J. DeAngelis Jr. and
his wife Clair and Anthony J.
DeAngelis. Also surviving are his two
adored great granddaughters, Holly
and Devon DeAngelis.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Joseph Masanet, 77
Joseph Masanet died suddenly on

Friday, March 10 at home.
He was born in Newark and grew

up there until moving to South
Plainfield in 1957.

Mr. Masanet served in the United

LEGAL NOTICES
LEGAL NOTICE

Request for NJDEP Freshwater Wetlands/General Permit # 1 , #7 and #10A, Special Activity Transition Area
Waiver for Linear Development, and Stream Encroachment Permit

Take Notice that the Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) is applying to the Land Use Regulation
Program at the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) fora General Permit #1 , #7,'
and #1OA/Transition Area Waiver under the Freshwater Wetlands Protection. Act rules (N.J.A.C. 7:7A), and
a Major Stream encroachment Permit under the Flood Hazard Area Control Act {N.J.A.C. 7:13) for the
development described below:

Applicant Project Name: Consolidated Rail Corporation
North Jersey Terminal Capacity Improvement Infrastructure Project: Lehigh
Valley Double Track- C.R Potter to CP Bound Brook

Project Description:. The project area consists oi a 10.5 mile long corridor along the Lehigh Line in
the Township of Edison, the Township of Piscalaway, the Borough oi Middlesex,
and the Borough of South Plainfield, Middlesex County, and the Borough of
Bound Brook, Somerset County, New Jersey. The alignment runs from Inman
Avenue in the east to just east of Interstate 287 in the west. All of the development
within the corridor consists of Conrail structures that are associated with the rail
or roadways. The project consists of adding one additional track in the corridor
and realignment of sections of the existing track. The Flood Hazard Area
regulations pertain only to a culvert extension in Middlesex Borough north of
the tracks and South Avenue on the Piscataway Township Border.

Project Street Address: Inman Avenue, Edison Township to Bound Brook Borough

Blocks: Various

Lots: Various

Municipalities:. Middlesex Borough, South Plainfield Borough,
Edison Township, and Piscataway Township .

Bound Brook Borough

Counties: Middlesex

Somerset
The application can be reviewed at either the office of the Municipal Clerk, or by appointment at NJDEP's
Trenton office. A 30 day public comment period or a fact finding public hearing will be held on this
application in the future. A public hearing will be held only if the Department determines that, based on
public comment or a review of the project, its scope and environmental impact, additional information is
necessary to assist in its review or evaluate potentiaUmpacts and that this information can only be obtained
by providing an opportunity for a public hearing. Individuals may request that the department hold a
public hearing on this application. Requests for a public hearing should be made writing within 15 days
of the date of this notice and shall state the specific nature of the issues proposed to be raised at the hearing.
Hearing requests should be sent to:
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
Land Use Regulation Program
RO. Box 439
Trenton, New Jersey 08625
Attn: Charlie Welch

$129.00 March 17,2006

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Mr. and Mrs. John Tanzola requesting a variance from the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of South Plainfield to permit a (7) bulk variances; (1) use. 1) expansion
non-conforming (2) family in a single family zone. 2) Proposed deck lacks 30' setback from Ten Eyck; 7'
proposed. 3} Shed lacks front and rear setbacks; and other variances that may be required, said property
being located at 912 Maple Avenue on Block 201, Lot 3 on the South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or protests against the granting of said appeal, the South
Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a pubiic hearing on Thursday, April 13,2006 in the Council
Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal are available for public inspection in Ihe Building
Inspector's Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall, Monday through Friday, between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm.

$38.50 March 17,2006
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States Navy during WWII. He was
employed as a. chemical engineer with
Engelhard Corporation in Newark for
42 years before retiring at age 65.

He is predeceased by his parents
George and Catherine and his sisters,
Eleanor Aquino and Elizabeth Lang.

Surviving are three nephews, John
Aquino, James Aquino and George
Lang; two nieces, Linda Aquino and
Mary Hrenack and a sister, Anna
Hrenack.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home for Funerals.

Charles J. Sadevich
Charles J. Sadevich of Valrico, Fla.

died on Sunday, Jan. 1.
Born in Pennsylvania, he resided in

South Plainfield for 43 years. He had
been involved with little league and
Pop Warner Football. He moved to
Florida five years ago. Charles was also
a member of Nativity Catholic
Church.

He is survived by his wife of 52
years, Helen; two sons, Kevin and his
wife Nami and C. J. and his wife Linda;
three grandchildren, Emi, John and
Rachel; three sisters, Josephine, Frances
and Alice.

Funeral services were conducted on
January 5.

Joan R. Mormile, 59
Joan R. Mormileof South Plain-

field passed away peacefully on Sat-
urday, March 11 at Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center at The Ha-
ven Hospice Unit in Plainfield sur-
rounded by her loving family who
she adored more than words can say.

Mrs. Mormile was bom in
Camden and lived in Medford Lakes
before moving to South Plainfield
in 1973.

Joan was a 1968 graduate ofMise-
ricordia College.

Mrs. Mormile was an Elementary
School Teacher at Sacred Heart

Lorraine Merrick
Sadly Missed

March 22,1993
Ronald,

Jacqueline
& Jessica

School for 15 years and retired in
2000.

Joan was a member of various or-
ganizations such as Sacred Heart
Church where she participated in
the Altar Rosary Society, the Body
of Christ Prayer Group and Saint
Francis Cathedral in Metuchen.

Mrs. Mormile was truly devoted
to her family, friends and students
who were all so special to her heart
and for which words can not ex-
press. The love and kindness that
Joan showed towards everyone and
how she touched their lives will be
treasured forever.

Joan enjoyed collecting dolls and
teddy bears and had a special collec-
tion of them.

Mrs. Mormile leaves behind her
beloved family, who she extremely
adored, consisting of her parents
Elmer and Rita Heimach; a husband
of 34 wonderful treasured years,
Louis E. Mormile, Jr. of South Plain-
field; two daughters and son-in-laws,
Maria and Robert Dolan of South
Plainfield and Michelle and Jeffery
Sauvigne of Pipersville Pa.; two sis-
ters, Jane and her husband William
Macauley of Holbrook, NY and
Joyce Chestnut of Medford Lakes,
NJ and three cherished grandchil-
dren who were so special to her heart
Michael, Amanda and Matthew
Dolan in addition to 10 nieces and
nephews.

Mrs. Mormile will be sadly missed
and the fond memories of her will
be treasured for eternity by all those
she is survived by, including her stu-
dents and numerous friends she
made along life's journey Although
it was short, the value in which she
impacted those she knew and en-
countered in truly priceless.

Funeral services were held at the
South Plainfield Funeral Home.

The family kindly requests that
those wishing to make memorial
contributions do so in the name of
Mrs. Mormile to the Haven Hos-
pice at Muhlenberg Regional Medi-
cal Center, Park Ave. in South Plain-
field NJ 07080 or the American
Cancer Society, 600 First Ave. in
Raritan, NJ 08869.

Online condolences are extremely
appreciated and can be completed
by accessing www.southplainfield
funeralliome.com.

Lillian W. Jankoski, 71
Lillian W Jankoski died on Mon-

day March 13 at her home.
Born and raised in South Plain-

field, Lillian had resided in Manville
and settled in Bridgewater in 1997.

Before retiring, she had been em-
ployed by Muhlenberg Regional
Medical in Plainfield as a secretary
for the House Keeping Dept. for 19
years.

A long time member of Our Lady
of Czestochowa R.C. Church in
South Plainfield, she loved playing
bingo and crocheting.

She is predeceased by her sister
Sophie Jersek and her brothers,
Theodore, Frank J. Sr., Louis, An-
thony, Edmund, and Stanley.

Surviving are her three sisters Jen-
nifer Daly, Helen D'Amico and Rose
Cito and her brother Charles
Jankoski. Also surviving are many
nieces and nephews including
Theresa Leitgab, Thomas Daly,
Vincent, Frank, Michael, James and
Kenneth Jankoski, Dolores Stanislao
and Dian, Robert and Michael
D'Amico.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home for Funerals.

Marilyn Grace
Thompson, 78

Marilyn Grace Thompson died on
Sunday March 12 at Somerset Medi-
cal Center in Somerville.

Born and raised in Jersey City, she
settled in South Plainfield 55 years
ago.

Employed as a payroll clerk for
Muhlenberg Regional Medical in
Plainfield, she retired in 1992.

She is a member of St. Francis
Episcopal Church in Dunellen, the
South Plainfield Senior Citizens and
the Eastern Star. In addition, Marilyn
loved bingo and had a great affec-
tion for animals, adopting pets in
need.

She is predeceased by her hus-
band, Arthur G. who died in 1989.

Surviving are her daughter, Kathy
PetrocelJi of South Plainfield; a son,
Russell W and his wife Gail Thomp-
son of Massachusetts and two grand-
children, Thais and Kevin Petrocelli.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home for Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
her memory may be made to the
Plainfield Humane Society, 75 Rock
Ave., Plainfield, NJ 07060.

The Hillside Cemetery Association
1401 WOODLAND AVE., P.O. Box 360

SCOTCHPLAINS, NJ 07076
908.756.1729PHONE 908.756.2484FAX

For additional information, phase fill out form below and mail or fax to us

NAME

ADDRESS .

CITY, STATE, Z I P _

We are a non-profit, non-sectarian cemetery.
Please visit our new website www.hillsidecemeterv.com

(908)561-8000

HOME FOR FUNERALS, LLC
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

"An Independent, Family Owned & Operated Funeral Home"

PRE ARRANGEMENTS • S/S MEDICAID PROTECTION • CREMATION SERVICES

Richard W. McCriskin, Mgr., NJ. Lie. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, N J. Lie. No. 3382

James A. Gustafson, N J. Lie. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin II, NJ. Lie. No. 4564

s tm-m-m www. mccriskinfuneralhome. com Fax (908) 561-6744

Subscribe anytime! Egiail your request to spobserver@comcast.net
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YOUR
(Continued, from fnge 2)
fected with leukemia or lymphoma.

For more information regarding the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society in
Northern New Jersey you can call
(908) 654-9445.

MS. FERRARO AND MRS. MOSLEY,
STUDENT COUNCIL ADVISORS,
ROOSEVELT ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

Dear Editor,
Attention all parents and guardians

of children with lEP's and 504 plans.
Mark Monday, March 27 on your cal-
endars. In case you haven not received
your letter from Dr. Rosado, Dr.
Kathleen Rotter, who did a compre-
hensive audit of South Plainfield's
Special Education program and ser-
vices, will share her findings with us.
The report is highly critical of our
Special Education program and ser-
vices in South Plainfield. I urge every
parent, guardian and teacher that deals
with children that have disabilities to
attend this meeting.

Dr. Rotter will discuss the report
and inform us of what Special Ser-
vices needs to do to rectify all of the
problems she has found. If you would
like to familiarize yourself with a copy

of this report before the meeting, you
can obtain a copy at the Administra-
tion Building from the Superinten-
dents office or Special Services. For
the parents who want to attend but
will be away on the Stokes trip, please
try and'see if you can get a relative or
friend to go so you may be informed
of the reforms Special Services are
going to have to make.

The meeting starts at 7 p.m. and
will be held at the Roosevelt Adminis-
tration Building gymnasium and Jack-
son Ave. For all of our children's sake
and their futures, please be there!

GWENN KURILEW

Letter to the Editor:
The South Plainfield Education

Foundation (SPEF) has been plan-
ning our annual Emil Leporino Golf
Outing for April 24 at the Heron's
Glen Golf Course in Ringoes. We are
in need of golfers and donations in
the form of tee flags, tee signs and
corporate banners as well as donations
for our raffle at the end of the evening.

The education foundation raises
funds throughout the year not only
for scholarships for graduating seniors,
but for incentive programs through-
out the district. One that we are very
proud of is the Gold Card Program at

the high school. This program is for all
students at the high school. It rewards
students that make the honor roll and
are involved with at least two extra cur-
ricular activities. The card provides dis-
counts to them throughout the town at
participating businesses (such as movie
theaters, pizza parlors, etc.).

Please consider joining us for a fun
day of golf, lunch and dinner on April
24. Contact Marge Reedy at work at
(908) 561-5800 ext. 302 or home at
(908) 561-3951 if you can attend or
can sponsor a tee sign, flag or banner or
if you can provide raffle prizes for the
golf outing.

We hope to continue this fundraiser
to keep a scholarship going yearly in
Emil Leporino's.

THANK YOU, MARJORIE M. REEDY,
PRESIDENT - SPEF

Parents Votes to Stay in

Pop Warner League
The South Plaifield Eagles will

remain in the Pop Warner League
by a vote of 113 to 43. The mem-
bership vote took place last week.

The Pop Warner leadership had
proposed a move to the Suburban
Youth League, but members rejected
the idea after hearing from both
leagues during a special prescntanoa

District Music and Art
Festival Next Thursday

The South Plainfield Public
Schools will present its 37th Annual
All-District Music and Art Festival on
Thursday, 'March 23 at South Plain-
field High Schoolstartingat6:25 p.m.
The festival will feature performances
of instrumental and vocal ensembles
as well as displays of art created by the
district's many talented students.

The music performances will take
place in the auditorium while the
works of art will be displayed in the
hallway. The concert will be performed
in three segments separated by two
short intermissions during which the
High School Winter Guard will give
performances in the gymnasium. The
first part of the concert will be de-
voted to orchestral music. The second
part of die program will feature vocal
music performances. The concert will
conclude with performances of sym-
phonic and jazz bands. Each of the
three concert segments will require a
separate ticket.

Tickets for the orchestral concert
starting at 6:25 p.m., the choral con-
cert starting at 7:35 p.m., and the band
concert starting at 8:40 p.m are cur-
rently on sale for $2 each and can be

purchased at the Middle School until
March 17. Tickets purchased after
March 17 will cost $5.

If you have any questions or com-
ments, please do not hesitate to con-
tact Andrew Veiss, district music team
leader, at aveiss@spnet.kl2.ni.us or
at (908) 754-4620, ext. 378. Orders
will be filled based on ticket availabil-
ity No tickets will be sold at the door.

Celtic Musical
Program at Library

The musical program "Celtic Music
Journey" will be presented at Hibrary
on Sunday, March 26 at 2 p.m.

New Jersey musician Heather Mul-
vey will perform during the program.
She'll also give a brief history behind
the songs she performs. Everyone is
invited to attend and audience par-
ticipation is encouraged throughout
this 45-minute program. This pro-
gram is being presented free of charge.

For information, call (908) 754-
7885 or visit the Library's website at
www.soudinlainfield.lib.ni.us.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL/ :ES
AIR CONDITIONING/HEATING AUTOBODY AUTOBODY CARPENTER

S A V E ON PRESEASON SYSTEM
$500

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

LOUFASANO

HEATING & C
(908)755-9141 908-757-5100

Fax: 908-757-3105

BodyShop Lie. #02373/4

2210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

New Jersey 07080

fl&CX^/ sLc 1962

AUTO BODY
Expert Color Matchi
24HourTowing _
All Work Fully Guaranteed

908-757-1933
3330 Park Ave. , Sou th Plainf ie ld
We deal with the insurance company lot you.

| ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR | FURNITURE REPAIRS GARAGE DOORS

On Time Electrical
Contractor UC

Residential * Industrial • Commercial
No Job Too Small

908-451-3313
OnCall24hrs.

KITCHENS

David M. Pelech
Wholesale

Kitchens & Bath

Visit our showroom at

421 Cleveland Ave.
Plainfield

I-IMIW HANSSEM (BOB) 757-0300

mvw.dmpkitchans.camp

' I 3% SALES TAX

FIMTORE MEDlf]
Precision

Furniture Repairs
On-Site

Scratehes • Gouges • Pet Damage
Water Marks • Burns

Structural Repairs • Broken Joints
Antique Restoration

Kitchen Cabinets Retinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

Door Corporation

SOUTH PUIHFIILB, HJ 07080 800-801-4525
WWW.RIS0LID00R.COM

References .
Furnished

Upon Request

Additions
Basements
Decks

| GUITAR LESSONS

: ' "GUITAR "
: LESSONS
• Beginner to Advanced

! 908-822-9702
• SOUTH PLAINFIELD

• All Styles

•:•••" Kenny Campbell

• www.kennyiniisician.com

LANDSCAPING

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE

• LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
• SHRUB & TREE PRUNING
• HYDRO SEEDING & SOD

• MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
• RETAINING WALLS

BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS & WALKS
• RESIDENTIAL 8 COMMERCIAL

- FREE ESTIMATES -

908-756-7272

Lalaria
Landscaping

LANDSCAPING
'W Leslie Chambers

Telephone; (908) 9/7-IH8
Fax: (908) 7i

•fully lasunit'
•affordable and Reliable! •

Landscape
Design &

Installation
FULLY INSURE)

Complete
Property

Maintenance

Call Today to Schedule your Landscaping Services 732-548-1168

WHAT
A DIAL!

Advertise in the
Business & Professional

section for as little
as $ 16.50 per week.
Call 908-668-0010

for details.

MASSAGE THERAPY | |MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE]

CENTRAL JERSEY
Holistic Health Center and Spa /

MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY \

KYTOOSS ran

DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT

'Roxanne Cortese. CD.CHP.CMT

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ O70S0

(908)561-1511
By Appointment Only

OFT CSntFKATE AND GIFT BASKETS

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

PET ADOPTION

Have A Heart!
Adopt A Starkitty
6 Learn About Animal
Communication Too!
7 Kittens& 3 Adults have been
rescued off the streets. Give them
a SECOND CHANCE! Great for kids!
Ready To Go NOW! (We're local!)

Call Toll Free 888-842-1112 or
Visit Us At www.starkittys.com
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BUSINESS ANALYST (MASTER'S
degree with 1 year exp. Or Bachelor's
degree w/ 6 yrs. Exp. or other suit-
able qualifications) - Job in South
Plainfield, NJ. Job entails & reqs. exp.
in designing & developing of Enter-
prise Apps in UNIX & Win environ-
ments, using Java APIs, Java Script
& XML. Designing & implementing
0 0 database driven .Net Web Apps
in C#, Visual Studio & .NET. De-
velop DB Apps using ERWIN, Oracle
DBMS and DB2. Configuring &
implementing SAP FI/CO/PA. Work-
ing on Financial Master Data, Prod-
uct Costing, Profit Center & Profit-
ability Analysis. Relocation within
USA possible. Send resumes to
HR(ITP2006-1002), Infotech Profes-
sional, Inc., 5001 Hadley Road,

FLANAGAN'S RESTAURANT SEEKS
waiter/waitress. M-F. Start 4 p.m.
Call (908) 757-1818.

NURSES/LPNs,RNs-IMMEDIATE
opening. F/T, P/T, per diem. Retirees/
new nurses welcome. Will train for
cases. Mercer, Middlesex & other ar-
eas. (732) 246-8905.

CLASSIFIED AD RATES
$15 for 3 Hues,

Slfor each additional line.
Deadline: Monday 5pm

HELP WANTED

INFOTECH PROFESSIONALS
[South Plainfield, NJ] is seeking a Sen-
ior Software Engineer to design,
implement and support complex soft-
ware solutions for cross platforms and
servers, including all phases of soft-
ware development life cycle, utilizing
AS/400, SYNON, RPG, CL, DB2
and Informatica. Must have Master's
degree in Engineering, Information
Systems or Computer Science and two
years of relevant work experience or
a Bachelor's degree in Engineering,
Information Systems or Computer
Science and five years of relevant
work experience. Please fax resume
to HR at 908-222-2729. No calls
please. EOE.

F/T OR P/T CLERICAL POSITION
in doctor's office. No exp. necessary.
Call for interview. (732) 205-1311.

RECEPTIONIST/SALES ASSISTANT-Small
So. Plfd. office has full time position
avail. Must have a warm personality
and the ability to handle diversified
duties/multi-task. Fortune 500 level
benefits. Hours: 8-4:30 Mon-Fri.
Email resume including salary to
employment® arm-r-lite.com.

PART TIME FRONT OFFICE
STAFF 12-16 hrs per week for a busy
Medical Practice. Computer, typing,
filing and telephone, insurance. Fax
Resume to: (908) 561-8071.

HOMEFURMSHINGSFORSALE

MATTRESS-NEWPILLOWTOP SETS,
new in plastic with mfg. warranty. Queen
$120 King $185. (732) 259-6690.
BEDROOMSEr-SLFJGHBFJD,DRESSER
w/mirror, chest & nite stand. New in
box, value $2400, sell $895, can de-

liver. (732) 259-6690.
BEDROOMSET-CHERRYWOODSLEIGH
bed, dresser, mirror chest & nite stands.
Retail $3800, sacrifice $1475, new in
box. (732) 259-6690.
DINING ROOM-DOUBLE PEDESTAL
table, 6 chairs & hutch/buffet still in
box. Value $3000 sell $1275, can de-
liver. (732) 259-6690.

PUPPIES FOR SALE

COCKER SPANIEL P U P P I E S -
Available approx. week of 4/2. Call
(908) 578-9566 or (908) 705-0726.

FREE TO GOOD HOME
FREE TO GOOD HOME-LOVE-
able friendly medium female dog.
Mixed breed approx. 301bs. Loves
people of all sizes. Shots up to date.
Fully trained. Moving, cannot take.
Call Dawn at (908)'334-9893.

CAT FOUND ON 2/12/06. NEAR
Montrose Ave. Grey/White Male
approx. lyr old. Call (908) 226-0211-

BLACK AND WHITE CAT FOUND
in vicinity of Inman Ave! in Edison.
Very friendly young female. Black on
top and white legs and belly. Has a
black heart shaped nose. For info, call
Joan (908) 754-5696.

ONE DIAMOND GOLD POST
earring at Hometown Buffet on Rt.
1 in Edison on March 4. REWARD.
Call (908) 757-2047.

Spring is Just Two Weeks Away!
idvetty* G A R A G E

yoi* SALE
To place your garage sale ad, call (908) 668-0010.

T o a d v e r t i s e y ° u r business in the Business &

Professional Directory call 908-668-0010.

CHIROPRACTIC

Dr. Patrick M.

E-Mail: SoPIfdDoc@aol.com

Phone:
(908) 581-3610

GUITAR LESSONS

In South Plainfield

• A c o u s t i c

•Electric
•Fingerpicking j

f Beginners

Specialist
— '

Open
Tunings

k

755-6882

L LANDSCAPING

J&J Landscaping
SOUTH PU5INFIELD

• Lawn Maintenance
•Yard Cleanups
• Mulching
• Spring Clean Ups

908-757-5098

Free Estimates
Senior Citizen

Discounts

—

PLUMBER

Professional Plumbing •
& Heating inc.

(908] 561-1941
South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY
License #8741

COMPUTERS

ConcernedAboutComputer
Virus Protection? Home Security?

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers
908-769-0709
• New Computers/Upgrades
• Hardware/Software Installations
• In Home Service
• Some Used Computers Available

Cell: 732-423-3504
Email: stcomputers@comcast.net

HANDYMAN

PAINTING/WALLPAPERING
• Room or rooms that need fresh painting?
•Redecorating with decorative wallcovering?

MINOR HOME REPAIR & CLEANING
• Have a leaky faucet or noisy toilet?
•Tub or shower that needs recaulking?
•Windows that need washing?
•Drapery or pictures that need hanging?
' C A L L B O B 908-812-8496

FREE AND PROMPT ESTIMATES,
REASONABLE RATES, VERY RELIABLE 4 H I

REFERENCES UPON REQUEST . ~

CONTRACTORS

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJDCA LIC #019771
Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908.753-3850

ADDITIONS • KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Office Renovations

I FREE ESTIMATES I

CONTRACTORS

DRESSIER
CONTRACTING

908-7S5-4247
KITCHENS, BATHS

& FINE CARPENTRY

FREE ESTIMATES

DRIVEWAYS |

KjeenSeal

HEALTH &WELLNESS JUNK REMOVAL

Hua Kang Health Center
Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology

Acupuncture • Chinese Herbs • Facial
Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experienced

Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.
Effective in treatment of various pains, symptoms and body needs.

Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm
Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available.
We accept credit cards and health insurance.

1763 Lincoln Highway (Rt. 27) Edison '732-819-0058
126 Plainfield Ave. Edison-732-572-5599

275 Rt. 18 South, East Brunswick' 732-967-1300

I JUNK REMOVAL f

WE TAKE
1
I

I Any Item
i Removed!

AJ.'S JUNK REMOVAL
(908) 229-4831

PARTS & EQUIPMENT PAVING/MASONRY

DM PACTS & EQUIPMENT
IPairts-SaileS'-Seirvice-lEeinfals

W E ARE A FULL SERVICE DEALER!

NOW REPAIRING
Snowblowers, Snowplows, Sanders & Salters

PAUL BILLICH, OWNER

250 Mack Place, South Plainfield
908-822-9828
(9C8-7S6-7C96 fax)

DiFRANCESCO

PAVING • MASONRY

Driveways • Parking Lots 'Seal Coating • Steps • Walkways • Patios

Retaining Wafe • Pavers •Wallstone • Slate • B/uestone • Excavating

Foundations • Block Work • Cultured Stone • Drainage • Waterproofing

i 3RD GENERATION IN BUSINESS ' '

908-668-8434 F

McCarthy
Contractors

Dls~Ponds~Water Features ROOFING CO.
:OMMERCIAL INDUSTRIA

RESIDENTIAL.

908-753-4222

SPIRITS TRUCK SALES

1645 Park Avenue,
South Plainfield

791-9463

Cavit (1.5 liter)

«**
Estate Cellars

S u n d

(1.5 Pfterl)

Bring in this ad for 10% off on wines

CAMBRIA, GMC
TRUCK CENTER

1-800-899-5226 X-110
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From the South Plainfield Library I™ Internet Safety
Program

By Allan M. Kleiman

Believe it or not, spring is just
around the corner. Time to open up
the windows, clean away winter's dust
and grime, and get rid of the clutter.
Start your spring cleaning adventure
at the library with some of these titles
available in the New Books area: "Buy,
Keep or Sell? The Insider's Guide to
Identifying Trash, Treasure or Tomor-
row's Antiques," House Beautiful's,
"Small Space Decorating Workshop,"
and "Renovation." We have dozens
of other titles for you to look at as
well. Check it out at your library!

The library has a small but growing
collection of materials on South
Plainfield history Recently added to
our collection is a new title, "Look-
ing Back at South Plainfield," a series
of articles by Larry Randolph. These
articles were originally published in
"The Reporter" from 1986-1990 and
edited with an introduction by Rich-
ard F. Viet, Department of History,
Monmouth University. This title has
been printed and distributed by the
South Plainfield Historical Society.
This tide would be a "good read" not
only for long time residents of the
borough, but newcomers as well.

Have you visited the library on
Sundays? Our hours are 1:30 p.m. to
5 p.m. This is a good time to stock up
on your weekly reading. Unfortu-
nately, due to increased use, die library
is no longer able to offer Notary Pub-
lic services. Sorry! We still offer them
from Monday thru Saturday It is al-
ways a good idea to call1 ahead at (908)
754-7885 to see if the-Notary is in
and available.

Woman's Day magazine wants to
learn how the library has changed lives.
The magazine announced the edito-
rial initiative in its March 7 issue, which
reached subscribers last week. In the
issue, the magazine declares that "li-
braries are magical places" and asks
readers to submit their stories in 700
words or less. Stories can be sent to
womansday(Si ala.org from now un-
til May 10, when the promotion
closes. Four of the submissions will
be featured in an upcoming issue of
Woman's Day.

Congrats to library staff member,
Allan M. Kleiman. Allan is the 2005
winner of the Margaret Monroe
Award for Services to Adults from the
American Library Association. He

was singled out this year for his long-
time advocacy for promoting library
services to older adults. He was recently
featured in a profile in the Union
County section of the Star-Ledger.
Allan will receive his award at the an-
nual conference of the American Li-
brary Association in New Orleans in
June.

The Literacy Volunteers of Middle-
sex County continues to look for
adults interested in becoming a tutor
to help someone learn to read En-
glish. Tutor volunteers are trained and
scheduling is flexible. To find out more
about the next tutor training work-
shop, call (732) 432-8000.

Do you want to see civic engage-
ment in action? Then think about at-
tending the monthly meeting of the
Library Board of the South Plainfield
Library. The Library Board is the gov-
erning body of the library and sets the
policy and mission. Monthly meet-
ings are held in the library on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month begin-
ning at 7:30 p.m. South Plainfield
residents are welcome to attend.

. The South Plainfield Public
Library has something for everyone
24/7. Visit our newly designed
website to renew a-book, do home-
work, search our extensive collection
of databases or to download a book
to listen to. We're always open at:
www, southplainfield.lib.nj.us: or by
telephone, (908) 754-7885, or to
renew a book with Elvis, (908) 757-
3280.

The South Plainfield Public Li-
brary—your community resource
close to home!

(Continued from page 1)
you walk into the room, you have a
problem." Her presentation included
steps everyone should follow when
using the Internet. She stressed that
educating kids is far more productive
than punishing them.

Police Captain Michael Grennier
presented a slide show displaying sites
of local school-age children on- My-
Space.com. a popular website in-
tended for use by those over the age
of 15. The slide slow showed kids, as
young as 10-years-old, drinking and
partying. Some photos included teen-
agers in provocative poses. All faces and
identities, were purposely blocked out.

Both Callahan and Grennier stressed
importance of always knowing what
children are doing when they are on
the Internet and advised parents to
check out their children's Myspace
profiles and gave instruction on how
to access the sites They also suggested
checking children's sites on a regular
basis to ensure that they are not pro-
viding personal information or inap-
propriate photos. If parents suspect
their child's safety is at risk, they can
borrow software from the police de-
partment that will allow them to ex-
amine their computers for sites visited
and for inappropriate downloads.

Callahan provided handouts and she
and Grennier answered questions
from the audience.

For information on safe Internet
use, parents can go to www.wired
safety.org. or www.msnbc.com: key-
word: MySpace.

The Observer also has copies of
some of the printed material, which
parents can stop by and pickup.

Volunteers Needed For
Litter Clean-up Week

There's snow on the ground, but
the birds have started singing. Start
thinking about spring, by putting
Volunteer Litter Cleanup Week on
your calendar!

The South Plainfield Clean Com-
munities Advisory Board will sponsor
a Borough-wide cleanup the last week
of April. The main clean-up event will
be on Saturday morning, April 22.
Volunteers will meet from 9 to 10 a.m.
in the Borough Hall parking lot at
2480 Plainfield Ave. to collect equip-

ment and clean-up assignments. We
will target roadsides, parks, streams and
vacant lots. All volunteers will be in-
vited back to Borough Hall at noon
for a free pizza pickup picnic, com-
plete with environmentally friendly
door prizes. Residents are welcome
to organize a crew, or to come on
their own.

Call Alice Tempel, the Clean Com-
munities Coordinator, at (908) 226-
7621, or e-mail: atempel(g>south-
plainfieldnj .com for information.

BUSINESS/PROFESSIOHAL!

REAL ESTATE
Prudential New Jersey Properties

John "Jack" Pedersen
REALTORS-ASSOCIATE
3 Amboy Ave., Metuchen, NJ 08840
Bus (732) 494-7677
Cell 877-640-0060
Email: JackPedersen ©PruNewJersey.com

fir i Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Pmdcirtial Real Estate Arlll lata

Moretti Realty
Give Us a Call &

We'llPmveh!
(908)75&S300

Ext 302
Cell (908) 578-1166

TOP AGENT FOR

'The Lacerda Team"] OVERIOYEARS
Email: LacerdaA@MorettiRealty.com

www.LacerdaTeam.com

1225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 070801

Moretti Realty ™ . •
Put your trust in a Realtor \ 1

who can get the most Evelyn
money through Sherwood

knowledges experience! Broker-
Associate

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: sheiwoode@morettire3lry.corr

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

Prudential
Rose REALTORS"

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resident
For Over 59 Years

908-753-4450 X302
Toll Free 800 370-2424

Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@att.net Rose Marie Pelton

® Prudential Rose REALTORS*
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

If you would like information on advertising your business in the
Business & Professional Directory, please call 908-668-0010.

A.D. 1928. The cornerstone of Roosevelt School is laid as Board of Education
members. Borough officials and local clergy look on. Mayor William
Hamilton is on the right in the first row.

In Search of Local History
By Dorothy Miele, Pres., South
Plainfield Historical Society

In a few weeks, the South Plainfield
Historical Society will open The Cen-
ter for Local History at its new head-
quarters in the Roosevelt School Ad-
ministration Building, 125 Jackson
Ave. The center will house a large col-
lection of photographs, oral histories,
displays, vintage clothing, scrapbooks,
newspapers and artifacts from South
Plainfield collected since the society's
incorporation in 1977. The headquar-
ters will also be used for monthly mem-
bership meetings and special events.

The room at old Roosevelt School
ends a long struggle to centralize the
non-profit organization's local history
collections previously stored in the
High School and in members' homes.
One artifact, a pot belly stove which
warmed the switchmen of the Lehigh
Valjey Railroad, had been "tempo-
rarily" stored in Tulio Capparelli's shed
for decades. Once the move began the
first week of January, an appeal to the
membership for donated furniture
netted several tables and chairs, a book-
case, two glass showcases, two-com-
puter systems and a TV Yet to be ac-
quired are donations of a VCR, DVD
player and a copy machine.

The Center for Local History is lo-
cated on the lower level with access by
stairs at east and west entrances. An
elevator, a feature the first board and
first borough officials could have
hardly imagined when laying the cor-
nerstone inscribed A.D. 1928, allows
access to all three floors.

Roosevelt was the first school built

by the Borough of South Plainfield
after it separated from Piscataway
Township in 1926. South Plainfield
inherited three schools—Grant, Willis
and Columbus—but the growing
population on the southside soon put
a strain on the educational facilities.
Four temporary barrack-type school
buildings (called "The Portables")
were installed on Camden Avenue to
handle the overflow. Former students
recall the only source for water was an
outside hand pump, and bathroom
facilities were simply outhouses, a scary
place for many children. For Annie
(Mrs. Walter Bozek) Mieszkalski, the
outhouses posed no problem. When
nature called, she would sneak out a
window and dash home to use the
family's indoor facilities, then return
to school—once again through the
window. When Roosevelt was com-
pleted (at a cost of $67,558.28), its
halls were filled with 425 truly grate-
ful students who now had indoor
plumbing. ' -

To learn more about South Plain-
field's history, log on to our website:
http://geocities.com/sphrstoricalsciciety

The History Center will be open to
the public on weekdays only. Days
and hours of operation will be posted
in this column and on the South
Plainfield Historical Society website.
Email comments, suggestions or ques-
tions to sphistoricalsoc®cs.com or
write SPHS, Post Office Box 11,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

Next installment: Four generations
of Randolphs present local histoiy

Opportunities air around

Advertise your business in the only newspaper
dedicated to South Plainfield.... the Observer,
serving the borough since 1997.
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Call for details on
rates and discounts.

908-668-0010


