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Kindergarten
Enrollment

Kindergarten enrollment for the 2006-2007
school year will be held April 18 through 27.
Kindergarten enrollment packets are available
in the enrollment office located in the Roosevelt
Administration Building, I2S Jackson Ave.
Enroiimtnt is by appointment only. Call (90S)
754-4620, a t 222, for information and to
schedule an appointment

BOE Grapples With School Budget
Increased Taxes and Staff Cuts are Proposed
By Libby Barsky

The Board oi'Education has approved
a tentative budget of $50,475,623 with
$40,212,967 of that amount raised by-
property taxes. This will mean a 20.2
point school tax increase, or approxi-
mately $237 a year, for homeowners
with a home assessed at $117,000. The
Board will vote next Tuesday, March 14,
to make this tentative budget official
and send it to the county superinten-
dent, even though the amount of state
aid, which has not increased for the
past six years, might be less this year.
The state amount will not" be known
until March 28.

After weeks of grappling over what
cuB to make in the 2006-2007 school
budget, the Boarctof Education decided
to cut eight positions during Tuesday's
work session. Positions cut include one
in central administration, with the assis-
tant superintendent and the curriculum
director merging into one position, a
secretary, two world language teachers,
rvvo computer teachers and two SAC's
(student activity counselors).

In earlier workshop sessions there

was a proposal to have voters decide
on separate questions to keep some
of the positions, along with putting
in a new boiler in Kennedy school
and bleachers in die high school- two
projects not covered by the capital
outlay portion of die budget

At diis week's work session Board
member Jeff Seider noted that it was
up to the Board and not die public
to make the decision about school
personnel and it should not be in a
question decided by the public. Seider
proposed that the Middle School
sports program be eliminated as it
duplicates many programs ongoing
at the PAL and other organizations
in the borough. He proposed that
the $94,000 for the sports program
be used to retain the two computer
teachers and to place the Middle School
athletic program on the ballot.

Superintendent Dr. Rosado ex-
plained diat computer teachers spend
half their time reaching computer
to K-4 students and the other half
working on basic marji skills for die
students needing remediation. With
the elimination of two teachers, the

remaining elementary school com-
puter teachers would concentrate on
basic skills.

Board members Pio Pennisi, Pat
Kelly and Steve Bohn spoke of the
need for continuing and maintaining
die adiletic program. Rosado noted
the need of the Board to vote unani-
mously to show voters they all endorse
the budget. When the Board split over
placing Middle School athletics as a
ballot question, a motion was made
to keep die athletic program and make
the personnel cuts recommended in
die start of the budget process.

As a separate ballot question, the
public will be asked to vote whedier
to spend an additional $175,000 on
a Kennedy School boiler and a high
School bleacher section.

Dr. Rosado's budget presentations
are as follows: Athletic Boosters,
March 15 at 7 p.m. in SPHS cafeteria;
High School, March 16, 7 p.m. in
media center; Middle School, April 3,
7 p.m.; Franklin, April 3, 7:30 p.m.;
Grant, April 5 at 7 p.m.; Roosevelt on
April 5 at 7:30 p.m. and the Senior
Center on April 6 at 1:30 p.m.

Kennedy School Principal Fred Oberkehr reads Dr. Seuss to students
as part of "Read Across America" last week.

Local Teens "Starved" to Fight World Hunger

First Baptist Church youth who participated in World Vision's 30 hour
famine.

When a typical American teen
comes home from school, quire often
the first words you'll hear are, "I'm
starving!" But some local kids have a
different take on hunger.

On Feb. 24 and 25, nine young
people from the First Baptist Church
of South Piainfield participated in
World Vision's 30 hour famine because
of their concern about what hunger
means for children living in poverty.

Brett Adoptante, Gregory Ca-
banas, Lindsey Cabanas, Ryan Fla-
nagan, Christian Grimando, Matthew
Grimando, Stephanie Grimando, Jes-
se Nietzer and Danny Sticco learned
firsthand that more than 29,000 chil-
dren die every day from hunger and
other preventable causes. But it takes

only $30 to feed and care for a hungry
child for a mondi and $360 to feed
a child for a whole year. The Federal
Government will also make a match-
ing grant for every $360 raised.

Youths asked for sponsor donations
as they went for 30 hours without
food. They experienced real hunger
and participated in activities that
helped them to better understand
life in developing countries. The
young people banded together with
100 other teens representing eight
churches from six different denomina-
tions . The teens also took part in con-
tests, games and community service
projects to help others in Middlesex

and Union counties.
World Vision is a Christian relief and

development organization dedicated to
helping children and their communities
worldwide reach their full potential by
tackling the causes of poverty. They
work in nearly 100 countries, serving
more than 100 million of the world's
poor, regardless of a person's religion,
race, ethnicity or gender.

The nine youths will continue to
collect donations until the end of
March. Anyone interested in making
a donation may contact die church at
(908) 753-2382. All donations are tax
deductible and receipts are available.

Judge Reinstates OPRA Suit
Middlesex County Superior Court

Judge Vincent LeBlon recently rein-
stated the GOP's suit under the Open
Public Records Act (OPRA) seeking
documents regarding a discrimina-
tion suit against die Borough. The
suit had been dismissed in December
and the judge's decision corrects what
Republican leaders had all along called
an administrative error.

According to Borough Clerk Vin-
cent Buttiglieri, the borough has not
received any word on the latest appeal
decision and could not comment.

In January Judge LeBlon had dis-
missed the Pinto lawsuit because the
Republican Organization did not
appear for depositions in Decem-
ber. At thar time Mayor Gallagher
reported that he been given permis-
sion to release all the depositions
in the case. The Republicans went
back to court to seek a reversal of

the decision to dismiss.
Now that the suit is reinstated, the

GOP plans to ask the court to find
the Borough in contempt for not
complying with a Nov. 14,2005 order
requiring the town to produce copies of
a settlement agreement in the suit. The
order required the town to produce die
document within 20 days, but to date
the Borough has not complied.

"Our attorney has prepared and
is filing a motion asking the judge
to find the town in contempt for
not complying," GOP Chairman
Bob Jones announced this week.
"Normally a litigant would ask for
sanctions in this situation, but we've
instructed our attorney not to do that,
because it would hurt taxpayers, not
the people who are at fault. Instead,
we're asking the court to enforce its
order by requiring the town to im-
mediately comply."

The Republican Organization first
asked for the documents last spring
and at that time the Borough refused
to release them. Since then, the or-
ganization filed suit under OPRA,
claiming the town had no right to
keep them secret.

Joseph Buttafuoco, attorney for
the Borough, would not comment
on the case.

Mayor Dan Gallagher has repeat-
edly said he would like all of the
information on the lawsuit revealed,
not just the settlement amount.
However, to do so both sides must
agree. In January, Pinto's attorney,
Dan Fleming of Wong & Fleming,
said that Mrs. Pinto would comply
with whatever the judge rules, but felt
disclosing the information contained
in the confidential settlement violates
her privacy rights, which was one of
die points in the original suit.

Middle School Bookmark Contest Winners
South Piainfield Middle School chose the winners of their annual Read
Across America bookmark contest on Thursday, March 2. Each student
drew a picture of their favorite character on a bookmark. Pictured
(I to r) in front of the bookmarks entered in the contest are second
place winner Megan Cerini, third place winner Jessica Scarpitto and
first place winner Jamie McLean.


