
To subscribe to the Observer, r call 908-668-0010.

^ ^ S o i i t n piainneldObserverVOL 9, NO. 13 50 CENTS DECEMBER 2, 2005

Dan Smith Named
BOE Vice President

BOE Vice President Dan Smith

By Libby Barsky

Dan Smith was elected vice
president ot die South PJainileJd
Board of Education by a vote of
5 to 4 during the hoard's Com-
mittee of the Whole meetinti on

Nov. 9.
Smith, a former board mem-

ber, was defeated in last April's
election and then selected by
the board to finish the term of
Board President Michael Eng-
lish, who resigned in October.
Also nominated for the position
was Sue Peck.

Smith's position was acknowl-
edged at rhc board's regular
meeting on Nov. 15. "It's grati-
fying to have the support of my
colleagues and to be named to
that position," said Smith, who
served as vice president in 2001.
"I just want to focus on doing
what's right for the community
and the kids in our schools."

Smith is the new chairperson
of the Building and Grounds
Commit tee, replacing Steve
Bohn and is also a member of die
Public Relations Committee.

SPHS Tigers cheerleaders gear up for the Thanksgiving game at the annual pep rally.

Tigers Edged Out at Thanksg iving Game
Story/photo by Patricia Abbott

The South Plainfield High School
Tigers roared and charged, fighting
a mighty battle against the North
Plainfield Canucks. Despite their
gargantuan efforts, die Tigers football
team lost the annual game against

North Plainfield, by just one point.
Their loss was certainly not for lack
of school spirit, which was alive and
kicking the entire game.

Football players, cheerleaders,
color guard and band were joined
by family, friends and faculty at a
exhilarating pep rally held the eve-

ning before the big game. After the
rally die high-spirited crowd headed
outdoors to watch the traditional
bonfire. As the fire began to die, the
energized fans headed home antici-
pating victor); While their wish was
not granted this year, "The South"
will rise again!

SPHS Drama Club Presents
"13 Past Midnight" This Weekend

The SPHS 2005 Players Drama Club

Borough May Appeal Judge's
Ruling on Pinto Settlement

A Superior Court judge has
ordered die Borough of South Plain-
field to turn over the details of how
it settled a discrimination lawsuit by
a former Borough official.

According to Borough Clerk Vin-
cent Buttiglieri, the borough is consid-
ering appealing the judge's ruling.

In the suit, former Democratic
Councilwoman Darlene Pinto
claimed sexual discrimination by
die borough in 2002 when she ap-
plied for a position in the tax office.
According to Pinto, the mayor and
council refused to hire her because
she was a single mother, did not
need to work and would miss
work when her children were sick.
After settling the suit in 2004, the

borough did not release the details,
saying it was bound by a confiden-
tiality agreement.

The refusal prompted the South
Plainfield Republican Organization
to file suit under the Open Public
Records Act (OPRA), claiming that
die borough was violating OPRA by
withholding public records. Judge
Yolanda Ciccone, sitting in New
Brunswick, agreed and ordered the
municipality to turn over the settle-
ment agreement within 20 days.

According to Ciccone, "The
settlement documents are public
records that should be made avail-
able." Ciccone declined the request
for copies of depositions taken in
the Pinto suit.

The SPHS 2005 Players Drama
Club will perform "13 Past Mid-
night," a fast paced murder-mystery-
comedy by Billy St. John that offers
something for everyone.

The show is directed by Gloria
Naso. Assistant director is Dolly Cam-
maere and Dawn Noonan is stage
manager/tech director.

Baker's Play catalog offered this
synopsis: "When powerful millionaire
Victor Winslow, producer of a popu-
lar TV soap opera, invites members
of the cast and crew to his mansion
for a party, none dare refuse. Winslow
informs his guests that he has assem-
bled them to help him develop a new
murder mystery game he's invented
called "13 Past Midnight". Before
the game begins, the host gives them
plenty of motives to want to kill him
— for real! The game becomes deadly
when someone in the house is actu-
ally murdered. Pete Griffin, a private
investigator Winslow hired to act as a
consultant, must try to catch the killer
before he or she strikes again.

As well as Winslow, Griffin and die
guests, the cast includes his wife, who
suspects he is planning to divorce her,
the servants, and a gossip columnist.
As part of die game, a life-size dummy
which represents Winslow, is intended
to be the victim. The players' attempts
to "kill" his stand-in are hilarious."

"13 Past Midnight" is the first fall
production since 1998. Show dates
are Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2 and
3 at 7 p.m and on Sunday, Dec. 4
at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $8 for adults and $5 for
students and senior citizens.

Indian guest with hosts Dana Miller and David Martin.

Residents Recreate First Feast
One autumn afternoon long ago

the Pilgrims and Indians sat side by
side and shared the wealth of the fall
harvest. They dined together as family
and friends. On Nov. 19, a crisp cold
autumn afternoon, South Plainfield
residents David Martin and Dana
Miller dressed as pilgrims set out to
recreate that first feast.

A homemade teepee and stockade
were erected on their 1200 S. 9th
corner lawn. Nearby, a long line
of decorative tables was filled with
guests. Many wore appropriate cos-
tumes depicting the early settlers and
Native Americans. One guest had a
place of honor on the front lawn-a
live turkey comfortably ensconced in
a straw filled cage. David and Dana
added an important touch of modern
day Thanksgiving-football! Several
people were attired in football shirts.

In keeping with tradition everyone
provided somediing for the meal. On

the front porch of the home were
tables of food ranging from turkey
and all the trimmings, to roast beef,
ham, pasta, salads, desserts and much
more. There were cold beverages and
hot toddys.

Guests of all ages enjoyed bobbing
for apples, pumpkin bowling, pie
throwing and eating contests and a
pinata. A portable fire place offered
a chance to warm chilled hands.

The hosts normally hold an out-
door Christmas party in December
but decided it was time to add
a bit more warmth temperature
wise to their annual event. Guests
numbered 55 adults and 30 children
from all over New Jersey. One fam-
ily member traveled from Texas to
attend.

The evening chill did not break
up the party; guests simply gath-
ered closer to the fire to bask in the
warmth of family and friendship.


