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ets $144K Grant
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{

(L-R in front row) Senator Barbara Buono, Mayor Dan Gallagher Congressman Mike

Ferguson and Fire Chief Larry DelNegro display grant awarded to the SPFD.

by Patricia Abbott

On Monday, April 4 the South
Plainficld Fire Department received a
$144,364 grant from the Department
of Homeland Security. Congressman
Mike Ferguson and Senator Barbara
Buono, South Plainfield Fire Chief
Larry DelNegro along with Mavor

Water Main Break Causes Emergency

main break in Bound Brook.

Last Friday’s water main break left
the entire south side of town without
water for hours, while most residents
living on the north side of town
weren't aware there was a problem.

The break occurred about 4:45
p.m. in Bound Brook when a 41 inch
pipe, belonging to NJ American Wa-
ter (formerly Elizabethtown), began
spewing clean water in the Bound
Brook near the Queens Bridge.

More than 160,000 homes were
suddenly with out water. The five
Middlesex County towns affected
were Edison, Piscataway, South Plain-
field, Middlesex, Dunellen and parts
of Rutgers Busch Campus.

South Plainfield opened their

Dan Gallagher, Council members
Ray Petronko, Kathy Thomas, Den-
nis Cerami and Bob Cusick, and
members of the Fire Department met
at the firehouse for the presentation
and brief ceremony:

The funds will be used to purchase
35 new air packs with the newest safety
features. The grant is part of a $750

CERT volunteers ready to dispense water to residents during Friday's water

Emergency Operations Center
(EOC) at § p.m. to deal with the
emergency. Emergency Management
Coordinator Michael Zushma began
calling to find out the extent of the
water problems. Police Chief John
Ferraro, several members of the po-
lice force and Mayor Dan Gallagher

*were soon on the scene to hClP out

with the emergency.

At 7 p.m. CERT volunteers were
asked to report in the event it be-
came necessary to hand out water
to residents. By 8 p.m. Zushma had
obtained a half dozen tanker trucks,
and was prepared to bring water to
various sections in the community.
A Hall’s Truck, which was already

million federal program designed to
support more than 5,000 fire protec-
tion EMS delivery and fire prevention
p I'( )gl\l ms.

Ferguson said, “The firefighters in
South Plainfield face new challenges
in this post Sept. 11 world. Especially
because of South Plainfield’s proxim-
ity to New York City, it’s crucial that
first responders have the resources
to meet these new challenges. Not
only does the important Homeland
Security grant allow them to do their
jobs efficiently and safely, but it also
cases the burden on community
taxpayers.”

According to a press release from
Ferguson’s office; Since 9/11 first
responders in the 7th District have
received more than $2.8 million in
federal homeland security grants.
The 7th District includes portions
of Hunterdon, Somerset and Union
counties and three towns in Middlesex
County-portions of W(’)odbridgc,
Edison and South Plainfield. Each
year Ferguson hosts workshops
for local elected officials and urges
them to apply for federal funding.
He also contacts each police and fire
chief about the federal security grant
process.

filled with bottled water, was wait-
ing for instructions. Stlo posinoned
a tanker at Cedar Oaks filled with
non-drinking water for residents A
larger tanker truck was parked at the
fire house filled with water ready to
accompany fire trucks in case of a fire
on the southside of town. Emergency
Management is always prepared for
any emergency and they were more
than ready again.

Fortunately, the water trucks were
not needed becanse water pressure
slowly began to return to the Bor-
ough at about 9:30 p.m. Residents
were asked to boil their water for a
few days for safety reasons.

When the water emergency be-
came a reality; health inspectors were
called out to noufy restaurants they
had to close their doors because of
health reasons. Restaurants all along
Hadley Blvd. and Centennial Ave.
quickly closed their doors and were
not allowed to open until a health
inspector visited each establishment,
making sure all were able to operate
with clean water.

The efficiency of our EOC group
and the CERT volunteers was amaz-
ing. They were ready to go, as always,
and each group did their job in a pro-
fessional, calm manner.

Residents are reminded that if they
lose their water, gas or electricity, they
should not call 911. First call the util-
ity to report the loss. If you need to
talk to the police, call the non-emer-
gency number: (908) 755-0700. You
should only call 911 for an emergency;
since it ties up the lines and someone
with a real emergency may not be able
to get through immediately.

Deadin

On Tuesday morning police
discovered a body in the water at
Spring Lake Park after being alerted
by a caller who stated that he saw a
man near the edge of the water and
a short time later, the man could not
be located. When police arrived, they
observed an object that appeared to
be clothing floating 20 feet from the
shoreline. The South Plainfield Fire
Department responded and used a
rescue boat to guide the body to
shore.

Junior Baseball Club Parade Grand Marshal
Mike English speaks at the club's opening
day last Saturday. See story and photos
on page 9.

As the school vear pro-
gresses, we would like to take
this opportunity to address
several traffic concerns and
problems that have occurred
at the South Plainfield Public
Schools. This year, the problems
have become more acute and will
require the cooperation of all parties
involved. Our primary concern is the
safety of the students, as well as the
safe flow of traffic at the schools.

We have worked with the Board
of Education and the Administration
designing traffic safety improvements
at all of borough schools. These proj-
ects would vastly improve the traffic
flow and parking at each school.
These projects have unfortunately
been stalled due to the budget crisis.
We realize that our town has grown

i significantly since schools were

South Plainfield Fire Department removes the body of a 68-year-old bor-
ough man from Spring Lake Park on Tuesday morning.

* POLICE, *

Local Man Found
Spring Lake

ol A

The man was identified as Frank
Cox, age 68 of 2020 Greenwich
Ave. Cox was last seen that morning
at 9 a.m.

The Middlesex County Prosecu-
tor’s Office and Medical Examiner’s
Office responded to the scene. No
obvious signs of trauma were noted
on the body. The cause of death is
pending the results of an autopsy that
will be performed by the Middlesex
County Medical Examiner’s Office.

The investigation is being led by
South Plainfield Police Detective
Gene Bataille and the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Otfice.

Volunteer Sought
for Litter Clean-up

The big Spring Cleanup will hit
the roadsides, streamsides, woods
and parks on Saturday, April 23, to
be followed by the traditonal pickup
pizza picnic at Borough Hall.

All are invited to participate- scout
groups, church groups, businesses,
school clubs—or sign up individually.

Call the Clean Communications
Coordinator at (908) 226-7621 for
more information.

From the South Plainfield Police

Department Addresses Traffic Concerns at Schools

constructed and that our
society has changed sig-
nificantly, all of which has
a tremendous impact on
the traffic situations at the
schools. We are constantly
seeking solutions to these
problems, but can no longer
allow parents/guardians to put

other students in jeopardy for the
sake of convenience.

With this thought in mind, we
would like to remind the parents/
guardians of the traffic laws that are
applicable on public roadways.

‘Parking is only permitted in des-
ignated areas or legally on a public
roadway. The bus loading zones
at the schools are for school buses
to discharge and pick up students.
These areas are not designated for
(C 'onrmm‘r;’ on page 16
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Polls are open 2 pm to 9 pm - _~
Your Vote Counts!

BOARD

SCHOOL ELECTIONS

Borough Hall Council Chambers

Meets twice a month on the first and third Tuesday
Borough Hall Council Chambers * Questions? 908-226-7605

Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

planningboard

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

April 26, May 10, May 24, June 14, June 28, July 5*, July 19, Aug. 16*, Aug, 30*, Sept.
13, Sept. 27, Oct. 11, Oct. 25, Nov. 29*,

Dec. 13, Dec. 27.

zoning

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7641

April 14, April 28, May 12, May 26, June 99, June 23,
July 14, July 28, Aug. 11, Aug. 25, Sept. 8, Sept. 22, Oct. 13, Oct. 27, Nov. 10*,
Dec. 8, Dec. 22. :
boardofeducationmeetings

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting Tuesdays at 8 p.m.

taxpayers : 1
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Borough
Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplansu : ¢
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.
April 19, May 17, June 21, July 19,
Aug. 16, Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20.

recreation

Meets once a month on the last Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7716

April 26, May 24, June 28, Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 7 and Dec. 13.

environmentalcommission

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)

Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7621

May 11, June 8, July 13, Aug..10, Sept. 14, Oct. 12, Nov. 9, Dec. 14 and.Jan. 11,2006..... .
businessadvisorygroup

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. « Questions? 908-757-8100

trafficsafety '

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room, Borough Hall (No Meeting in August)

boardofeducationcurriculum/technology meetings

Meets once a month on Mondays, (except where noted) at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor
conference room at Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave., fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver@comcast.net. Include your name, address, telephone number.
You can subscribe or contact us at: spobserver.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept., 1110 Hamilton
Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email: spobserver@comcast.net or fax 908-
668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words, We reserve the right to edit for clarity or
length. It is the editor's discretion ta limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on
the same subject. The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of

INYOUROPINIC

0

the Observer. All letters must be submitted with name and phone number, for verification J
4 ;

by

Dear Editor,

I attended a presentation of the
School Budget 2005-2006 by Dr.
Robert Rosado, superintendent of
schools, along with his staff, Robert
Davis, interim business administrator,
Anthony Massaro, assistant superin-
tendent and a group of senior students
who all stared passing of this budget
Is essential.

They did a very good job of explain-
ing where the monies are spent, but
then put the blame on other Board
members.

They are also making teachers place
phone calls to parents encouraging
them to vote for the budget. They are
also relaying messages to the students
to advise their parents to pass the
school budget or programs will be cut.
They have gone out of their way to
have this budget passed.

As a lifelong resident and a senior
on a fixed income, the $375 increase
in taxes is a burden on anvone with a
fixed income.

What are the employees giving up?
Their salary increase is in the area of
13 percent without counting full ben-
efits.

This is the year to start asking for
pavbacks.

If the teachers and staff are dedicated
to our town and our students, let them
pay $375 per emplovee as a payback
to the taxpayers.

With 85 percent of our tax dollars
going for education, what will the re-
sults be when tﬁcy reach 100 percent?
Maybe a Newark, Camden or Jersey
City atmosphere.

I urge every voter to come out and
vote the budget down. Let’s have the
school system sharpen their pencils and
start getting give backs just like every
big business in this country:

Bottom line—enough is enough.

JAKE CATALDO

Dear Editor,

I would like to correct some erro-
neous information that appeared in
several letters to the editor recently.
The facts are that although South
Plainfield spends less per pupil than
the state and county averages, our stu-
dents’ scores on standardized tests are
one of the highest in Middlesex
County (as reported recently in the
Home News Tithune). In fact, as a mem-
ber of the faculty of John E. Riley
School, T can proudly claim that our
school (as repgrted recently in The
Star-Ledger) had the second highest
test scores last vear of any elementary
school in Middlesex County! There
were only two three-star schools in the
county and we were one of them. Of
course the skill and hard work of the
teachers and the efforts of the children
had a lot to do with these results across
the district and at Riley. But I am also
sure that the small class sizes were an
important contributing factor in
Riley’s success.

By supporting this budget, a large
reduction in the number of teachers
can be avoided, class sizes can remain

WOW
| Howers & famcy Foods
Brighten up someone's day

|
with a gourmet gift basket |
or floral arrangement. ‘

{

|

i

I . 2325 Plainkield Ave.

¥l l SOUTH PLAINHIELD

1 908) 5612808 |

at current levels and programs that are
producing results and benefitting, all
the students can remain intact.

BARBARA HARRIS

To the Editor:

April 19, 2005 is a very big day in
South Plainfield. It’s the day we get to
vote on the board of education bud-
get and determine the future of South
Plainfield. As it stands now the BOE
is recommending the elimination of
14+ positions, and that’s if it passes!
What if the budget is voted down? The
rumors have it that the town council
will eliminate approximately $1.5 mil-
lion. What does that mean to an al-
ready lean budget? It means the chil-
dren lose! The children may lose ALL
sports and music programs through-
out the district. You heard me — ALL
SPORTS and MUSIC programs!!! All
after-school activities could be gone as
well. In addition to that, eliminate an-
other 15-20 teachers. What are you left
with? Excess of 30 children per class
and nothing for the children to do af-
ter school. It’s a recipe for disaster.

If you have children, would you
want to move into a town that has
large class size and no activities for the
children? NOT me! That means the
property values will start a negative
turn almost immediately. This is some-
thing that affects everyone in town,
voung and old alike. I think $350 a
vear ($6.75 a week) is a small price to
pay for a town who values its educa-
tion and children’s actvities. That’s
why I moved here 23 vears ago.

For those students applying to col-
lege, you can’t get into college on aca-
demics alone; you need activities. Ask
any college recruiter. Both my children
graduated SPHS and went on to the
colleges of their choice because of edu-
cation, track and field, field hockey,
basketball, marching band, concert
band, jazz band, Jerseyan club, etc.
Don’t ruin it for the future of these
children. Get out and vote and vote
YES! Vote for Tim Morgan!

If the BOE has to eliminate all
sports programs, the field hockey team
won’t be able to defend their State
Sectional title, the wrestling team can’t
defend their GMC and State titles,
boys” basketball won’t be able to de-

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Please be advised that the Observer
will not publish any anonymous let-
ters until further notice. Any letter
received without identification will
be discarded.

Letters may be submitted to the Observer, 1110
Hamilton Bivd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080,
or fax 908-668-8819 or by email: spobserver@com-
cast.net. Deadline is Monday, 5 p.m. Letters must
be accompanied by a name and telephone number
for verification. Limit letters to no more than 400
words. We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length
or to limit the number of letters submitted by one
individual on the same subject.

fend their back-to-back GMC titles and
so on. Approximately 700-800 stu-
dents in the high school rely on extra-
curricular activities every vear. The
high school put up signs around the
school this year that say “Academics,
Athletics, Arts and Activities.” If the
budget does not pass, I guess we have
to change the signs to “Academics”
only!!

Please take the time to get out and
vote on April 19. If just one parent of
every student voted ves, the budget
would pass with flying colors! Go
Green and White. Vote YES!!!

NORM LOENSER

To the Editor
In Last week’s issue of the Observer
there were several letters that made ac-
cusations that the board of education,
of which I have been part, should have
accomplished numerous other agen-
das. I realize now after being a work-
ing member of the board that it is not
always possible to attend to everyone’s
needs'and wants, but what I can do is
relate to the public what has been done
to remedy our fiscal situation. In No-
vember of 2004 the board of educa-
tion requested the assistant comunis-
sioner of education to call in the $tate
to0 .. conduct an audit of financial prac-
tice for the last eight vears...” This au-
dit has been completed and has already
reported their findings to the public.
For those who have not availed them-
selves of the whole report, succinctly
it states that the current financial op-
erations are in the process of being
improved and that any financial mis-
management is a thing of the past. It
was also requested that the board use
the Office of Compliance and this was
(Continued on page 12)
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© Pamper Yourselfin Our Newly O
: Redecorated Full Service Salon :

“The Carousel Facial”
Includes skin analysis, cleansing,
hot towels, steam, peel, extraction,
a massage of the face, decollete & mask-
customized to the client's needs
e $50, no hidden costs. Call for appt.

Choose from either the "Hot Oil"
manicure, complete with hand and ‘
arm massage or a "“Paraffin Dip” Q
and regular manicure...$16
Seniors $15 « Paraffin Dip Only-$7 ‘

(“The Carousel Manicure”

& , ore always treated ke one o,

Z Wednesday-Saturday
° Closed Sun, Mon & Tuesday

'y @m@w@se

° Flexible hours to suit your needs,

ALSO AVAILABLE..
% “The Carousel Pedi” Q
Call for details.

(]

§ 307 Oak Tree Ave. @
908-668-8397 O

Coming Soon: G# @

MASSAGE %4

Avadable @

COOOOTTTIITIIITIIGIIGIQGOGQ

Specializing in Paver
Driveways, Patios & Walkways

A-Tech

Retaining Walls~Landscape Lighting~Ponds

* Waterfall Landscape Design,
Construction & Installation

Drainage Systems and Complete
Lawn Maintenance & Pesticides

Fully Insured ~ All Work Guaranteed

908) 769-9698

10% Discount with this ad
Serving Central & Northern Jersey
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

“From Concepts to Creation Your Complete Landscape Designer”

Landscape Design‘ ,
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Middlesex County Participates
In Federal Preparedness Exercise

On April 4 officials and residents
of Middlesex County participated in
the international emergency prepared-
ness exercise known as Top Officials 3
(TOPOFF).

The county, specifically the
Prosecutor’s Office, the Public Health
Department and the Office of Emer-
gency Management, were featured in
this five-day full scale exercise to test
federal, state, county and local re-
sponse to a Bioterrorism simulated
event.

Coordinated by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, the exer-
cise was played out throughout New
Jersey, Connecticut, Washington D.C.,
and in Canada and Great Britain.

In addition to pre-exercise intelli-
gence work, the departments opened
and staffed the County’s Emergency
Operations Center. As the exercise
unfolded, a Point of Dispensing
(POD) opened at Rutgers University
to distribute needed pharmaceuticals
to the potentially exposed population.

“The Board of Chosen Freeholders
is committed to protecting the lives
and property of our residents in any
emergency situation,” said Frecholder
Director David B. Crabiel. “My Free-
holder colleagues and I fully supported
the County’s involvement in this ex-
ercise to help us be prepared to en-
sure the safety of our citizens.”

“This exercise will test every aspect
of our response — from mtdlxé,tnu and

communications to staffing and pro-

cedures,” said County Prosccutor

Bruce J. Kaplan, who in the event of

an actual emergency will be the lead
agency in charge until the event is de-
termined not to be criminal or terror-
1Stic 1n nature.

The exercise is the third and most
far-reaching of the congressionally
mandated series. TOPOFF officials
have been planning it for two years to
make 1t as realistic as possible. Many
of the estimated 10,000 participants
know few details of the exercise in or-
der to protect the integrity of it.

“Itis extremely important to be pre-
pared for any emergency and the best
way to be prepared is to drill,” said
Frecholder Christopher D. Rafano,
chair of the County’s Law and Public
Safety Committee. “The best drills are
those that come closest to real sce-
narios. Our involvement in this com-
prehensive exercise gives us an op-
portunity we've not had before.”

“The Middlesex County Public
Health Department takes very seri-
ously its role in this exercise and in
helping keep the residents of the
County safe,” said Freeholder John
Pulomena, chair of the County’s Pub-
lic Health and Education Commit-
tee. “The department is ready for the
challenge and will use the exercise to
turther strengthen its plans and pro-
cedures for prevention and protec-
tion.”

Our Lady Of Czestochowa
R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

MASS SCHEDULE

Daily at Sam except Wednesdays
(908) 756-1333

Tues.-Miraculous Medal Novena followed by Mass
W Thurs Mass followed /vy Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until roan:

Weekend Schedule: Saturday ey enings o 30pm |
\undav munmlq~ ‘\mn mld / /dIH |

wibisasild

INDIVIDUAL

TAX RETURNS PREPARED ¢ WILLS, CLOSINGS
AND BUSINESS * PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

300 MAPLE AVE.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

(908) 754-8008

yNDER

NEW OWNERSHIP AND Mg,
. Nr

Quiznos Sus

in the Golden Acres Shopping Center
Oak Tree Road & Park Ave., South Plainfield

(908) 753-8269 « Fax (908) 561-7836

GET ONE CUP OF

Free Soup

With purchase of any sub

10% DISCOUNT

for Emergency Personnel—

Includes Rescue Squad, Firefighters
and Police Officers in uniform.

10% DISCOUNT

for Senior Citizens
(any time)

5% DISCOUNT

for students
with ID CARD

Webelos from Cub Scout Pack 207 got a tour of Ciccio’s Pizzeria in
February from owner Sev Baratta. He demonstrated the art of making
pizzas and let them each make their own. They all agreed the best |
part was eating their own creations! 1

The South Plainfield Board of Education will
meet in the gymnasium of the Roosevelt Admin-
istration Building, 125 Jackson Ave. for an Or-
ganization Meeting on Monday, April 25, 8 p.m.
Formal action will be taken.

Mieeting
HNofice

Community Pool Early Bird
Pricing Ends Monday

It’s time to sign up for the 2005 season at the Community Pool. You
can take advantage of the early bird discounts if you sign up by April 18.
The following are the 2005 fees:

Resident Before April 18
el st i $250 & 10 passes ....... $280 (no free passes)
Husband & Wife ........... $195 & 10 passes ....... $225 (no free passes)
el s T $140 & 10 passes ....... $170 (no free passes)
Single Parent Family ....... $220 & 10 passes ....... $250 (no free passes)

)

After April 18

SAHOBGHZAD s i $ 50 & 10 passes........ $ 60 (no free passes
Family/ Full Time
ChidiChre - .o $310 & 10 passes ....... $340 (no free passes)

Non Resident

i gRERRR L S $470 & 10 passes ....... $470 (no free passes)
Individual ......... . $240 & 10 passes -...... $240 (no free passes)
SCBIOLCEZAD. . e s $100.8.10.passes <.s... $100 (no free passes)

Fees are nonrefundable. Daily admission passes are available.

All guest pass books containing 10 daily passes can be purchased by mem-
bers for $50. There is a limit of one book per month.

Photo identificadon cards are used by all members and must be presented
at the front desk each time you enter the pool. Any member allowing
someone else to use their cards will forfeit their membership. The fee to
replace a lost ID card is S5.

The swim and diving teams are open to South Plainfield resident pool
members ages six to 17. (Children must pass a swimming test.) Regular
meets are held Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings. For details
contact the Recreation Office.

Swimming lessons are available. They run for 30 minutes and run for two |
weeks (eight classes). Fees: $10 for members; non-members’ first child is |
$60 and second is $50. Swim lessons are not refundable.
The pool opens June 4 on weekends and after 4 p.m. weekdays. Summer :
hours start June 27 and run to Sept. 5. They are: Saturdays 10 a.m. to 8
p-m.; Sundays noon to 8 pm. and Monday through Friday noon to 8:30
p.m.

|

1S 11\0 open the first and third Mondays of the month from 6 to 8 p.m.

Register at the PAL, located on Maple Ave., 8:30 a.m to 5 p.m. The office |
|
For additional information, call the PAL ar (908) 226-7713. |

Celebration!

CALL TODAY
for new member promotion
FREE GIFTS & DOOR PRIZES!

April 16-20!
* Circuit Training
* Lose Inches/Weight
« All Ages and Fitness Levels

S. Plainfield

902 Oak Tree Road
Across from Super A8P
Park Avenue & Oak Tree Rd.

908-756-9911
S ENROTPMENTBEGINS'TNOW™=

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!

Timber Creek
Renews Adopt-

A-Spot Contract

Brian Mazellan, president of Tim-
ber Creek Landscaping, has renewed
his adoption of the stream crossing at
the Clinton Ave. Extension, from
Sampton Ave. to the railroad tracks.
With his brother Don, Brian has been
maintaining this heavily-littered and
dumped-upon stretch of road for the
last 12 years. In addition to picking
up trash, they trim weeds and mow
the turf at the roadsides.

Mazellan got the Adopt-A-Spot
program started when he approached
the Clean Business Association in
1993, saying that he traveled over the
Clinton Ave. Extension every day and
was always bothered by how littered
it was. He wondered if the Borough
would object if he cleaned it up on a
regular basis. Far from objecting, CBA
president Joe Diegnan immediately
began to investigate Adopt-A- Road
programs. Using the NJ Department
of Transportation’s Adopt-A-High-
way program as a model, the CBA
developed procedures for a smaller-
scale program that fit South Plain-
field’s needs. Mazellan signed the first
Adopt-A-Spot contract that spring,
and has renewed each vear since.

For more information about the
Adopt-A-Spot program, contact the
Clean Communities Coordinator at
(908) 226-7621.

Rabies Clinic
Saturday

The South Plainfield Health De-
partment will be holding a rabies
clinic on Saturday, April 16 at the
borough garage, located on the
corner of %\Imu and Belmont Ave.

Dog and cat owners are urged
to bring their pets for an inocula-
tion. Dog and cat licenses will also
{ bn available. Please note: all cats must

’ ac ’ ’q(

Tm rabies clinic runs from 9
a.m. to noon. For information, call
908) 226-7631.

SPHS Hall of
Fame Seeks

2005 Nominees

The South Plainfield Hall of Fame
Committee is again holding their an-
nual search for candidates for induc-
tion into the Hall of Fame. The Hall
of Fame was established at South
Plainfield High School to recognize
outstanding gmdu ates as le uer n
their fields who could serve as role
models for current and future stu-
dents.

To be eligible, all Hall of Fame can-
didates must have graduated from
South Plainfield High School, or the
designated school at least 15 vears

prior to nomination. Also they must
have a achieved a prominent position
within their careers with a significant
contribution to any of the following:
academia, business, community par-
ticipation, service to humanity and
unique accomplishments.

Those candidates selected will have
their photographs and biographies
displayed on the “Hall of Fame™ at the
entrance of the high school. They will
also be honored at a luncheon and will
be inducted into the Hall of Fame at
the high school’s annual Academic
Awards Program on June 1.

Parents and friends are welcome to
submit candidates for this prestigious
recognition. Nomination forms for
this award can be obtained from: Dr.
Kenneth May, Principal, South Plain-
field High \h()()l, 200 Lake St., South
l’hlnht.ld NJ 07080, (908) 754-4620
ext. 248.
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VFW Hosts Dinner

April 15

The VEW Post 6763, located at 155 |

| ter, located on Oak Tree Rd.,

will hold

| an Open House on Tuesday, April 19,
| from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Front St., will be holding a dinner on {

15 from 5-8 p.m.

Friday, April The
public is welcome. For more informa-
ton, call (908) 668-9751.

Cahal Dunne Concert
April 17

Cahal Dunne,
pianist and comedian, will be perform-

singer, songwriter,

ing at Sacred Heart Church on Sun-
Apnl 17

S$20 and seniors and students are $15.

day, , at 3 p.m. Admission is
Io purchase tickets or for more infor-
manon, call (908) 756-0632 ext. 10,
(732) 549-9633, or (908) 755-6416.

Philharmonic Glee

Club to Perform
April 17

The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission will sponsor an after-
noon of music and song performed
by the North Jersey Philharmonic Glee
Club. This event will be held on Sun-
day, Apnil 17, from 3-4:30 p.m. at the
Wesley United Methodist Church,
1500 Plainfield Ave. This event is free
to the public and sponsored by the
South Plainfield Cultural Arts Com-
mission.

AARP Meeting
April 18
The South Plainfield Chapter of

AARP will hold its meeting at 12
Noon on April 18 ar the Senior Cen-

ter. Guest speaker will be Jessica | 5 . -
: e : Jessica | be held on Saturday, April 23 from 9
Aleman, Dietician, from Muhlenberg | 2 . -
| am. to 3 p.m. at Henderson Hall of

Hospital. Following Aleman will be
the A\hdng\lx.‘ a group from |

Dunellen High School.

Rainbow Academy
Open House
April 19

Rainbow Academy Child Care Cen-

* Phone call answered by staff
* Free Delivery

* Patient counseling &
therapeutic monitoring

Limited space is available for the in-
| fant, nursery, pre-kindergarten and sum-
mer camp. Register before the open

house and receive free registration and

| like to learn how to scrapbook? Come |

o free months of ParentWacch. For
new customers only, mention the South
Plainfield Observer. Visit the center for

a tour during operating hours. For di- |

rections and informanon, visit their |

website at rainbowacademy.com.

12-Hour

Scrapbooking Event
April 23

Are vou a scrapbooker? Would vou |

to a 12-hour workshop given by Cre-
ative Memories Consultant, Davel
Giammarino, on Saturday, April 23

| from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. at Wesley

United Methodist Church on Plain-

| field Ave. Enjoy 12 hours of uninter-
| rupted cropping time, light snacks and
| drinks, unlimited use of cropping
| tools, project demos, mini workshops

and lots of chances to win door prizes,

| raffles and a grand prize raffle. Come

|

and go, ()r()nl\ stay a few hours. Seat-
ing is limited to 25. Call or email to

reserve a seat, Dayel at (908) 754-
4255 or The8Gs@aol.com. Please

register by April 16. Class fee is $25.

Spring Fest 2005 at
First Baptist Church
April 23

A celebration of Arts and Crafts will

| First Baptist Church on Hamilton
| Blvd. The event is sponsored by the

| Women’s Evening circle. For informa-
| tion, call Linda ar (908) 754-2386.

Tricky Tray Raffle

PERSONAL SERVICE

FROM YOUR FRIENDLY
NEIGHBORHOOD PHARMACY

When you choose who will fill your
prescriptions, it’s not just the
right pill or the right price....

RICH'S PEARMACY

ok Wi hacen)

YOU ARE IMPORTANT,
AND SO IS YOUR TIME

* |0 minute prescription service
* We call your doctor for refills

* Accept Medicare Assignment

Richard Polack, R. Ph.
144 Maple Ave. (Across from Volunteer Fire Dept.)
South Plainfield, N} 07080
(908) 754-0707

April 30
Sacred Heart Home School Asso-

f ]
|
E [/u ause we care !
i {or your rJlsmse i
~ mqndqempnf
| |
| unJ vw”m >SS: J
L

Blood Glucose Monitors, Diabetic Testing Supplies,
Medications for Nebulizer, Ostomy Supplies and more...
...Available at no cost with a valid prescription

|

What'’s
happening in

APRIL

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

Senior Center

EVENTS

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 AM-12:30 PM—CREATIVE PAINTING 10AM

MONDAY

UPCOMING

B

Knitting/Crocheting
9:30-11:30am 1 8
Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class 11:30am
AARP Mtg. 12:30pm

TUESDAY

May 19... Cactus Flower at
Hunterdon Hills

Bingo 10am-2pm
Ladies Social 10am

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

~ FRIDAY

Weekly Shopping 1 4
Pathmark 9am

Practical Crafts 10am
Computer Class

11am & 1pm

Exercise 8:30am

Line Dancing 10am20
AARP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class 10 am
11:30 am, 1 pm

Listening to Children 10am

19

Weekly Shoppmg
Pathmark 9am
Practical Crafts 10am
Computer Class
11am & 1pm

Bingo 10am-2pm 1 5
Pizza Lunch Available

Bingo 10am-2pm
Lunch Available

22

21

TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SENIOR CITIZEN'S CENTER, VISIT THE CENTER.

ciation is sponsoring a Tricky Tray
Raffle on Saturday, April 30 in the
school cafeteria featuring baskets, sports
memorabilia, gift certficates, bikes, 277
TV, a Dyson vacuum and more. Doors
open at 6 p.m. and drawing starts at
7:30 p.m. Admission is $10 and in-
cludes five raffle tickets. For informa-
tion or for tickets, call (908) 755-
0891. Must be 18 years or older.

— Out of Town —

Poetry Workshops
Through May 25

The Unlimited Potential Theater
Company (UPTCo) is oftering a Spring
Poetry Workshop Series atN. ans\\ ick
Hwh School on Wednesdays through
\h\ 25 from 7-9 p.m. The program is
free and open to ages 16 and over.

Forinformation, call (732) 745-3885,

or info@vsanj.org.

“Gardens of the
Garden State” Exhibit

April 15-17

The Edison Arts Society is pleased
to present our fourth ?nmml “Gardens
of the Garden State” Art and Photog-

rahy exhibit at Menlo Park Mall’s Cen-

ter Court on Fridz ay, April 15 (noon-5
p.m.); Saturday, Aprll 16 (11 am.-8
p.m.) and Sunda.\\ April 17 (noon-5
p-m.). A ribbon cutting ceremony will
take place on Friday at noon.

For more information on this ex-
hibit, please call the Edison Arts Soci-
ety at (908) 753-2787, Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Leukemia/Lymphoma
Society Fundraiser

| April 16

The Big Event to raise money for
the Leukemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety will be held in Rutgers University
pnkmy lot 26 (behind the (()lltgu
Avenue Student Center) from noon
to () 30 pm on Saturday, April 16.

Up-and-coming lnnds Petelshot,
Steal the Air and Hello Lovely head-
line a day full of entertainment. In
addition to hours of live music, there
will also be a day-long silent auction.
A $25 admission fee will be charged

at the door. Children under the age of

10 will be admitted free of cost.

For information on The Big Event,
visit:www.thebigevent.olivebranch
online.com call

(or) Douglas

| Schneider at (732)-709-3077.
Monday-Friday 9am-épm & Saturday 9am-I1pm §

‘An Evening of Hope”
April 16

You are cordially invited to attend
“An Evening of Hope” featuring tra-
ditional jazz on Saturday, April 16, at
7:30 p.m. at The Forum Theatre, 314
Main St., Metuchen.

The donation is $65 per person. To
purchase tickets, send your check and/
or donations to J. Buttafuoco, Esq.,
Park Professional Plaza, 2509 Park
Ave. Suite 1C, South Plainfield, NJ
07080. You tickess will be forwarded
to you upon receipt of your check. All
ticket proceeds will be given directly
to The St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

Rose Of Sharon

Trustee Meeting
April 17

The Rose of Sharon Community
Church, located on 7th St. in Plain-
field, will hold a trustee board 41st
Anniversary meeting on Sunday, April
17 at 3 p.m. For information call
(908) 561-9070.

WOWs Dance/Social

April 17

The Woodbridge Area Chapter of

Widows or Widowers (WOWs) will
hold a member/guest dance-social on
Sunday, April 17 at the Elks’ Hall, 665
Rahway Ave., Woodbridge from 7:30-
11:30 p.m. The price is $8 per per-
son. Live music will be performed by
the Blue Notes. Homebaked refresh-
ments will be served. For more infor-
mation, call (732) 297-1775.

Food & Wine

Tasting Event
April 18

On Monday, April 18, Share Our
Strength’s Taste of the Nation, pre-
sented by American Express and Jenn-
Air at The Madison Hotel in Morris-
town will feature over 40 chefs from
the best New Jersey restaurants pre-
paring their signature dishes. Samples
from top wine producers, brew mas-
ters, pastry che fs and caterers, while
at the same time raisi ng awarencss and
critical funds in the twln against hun-
ger.

100% of all ticket proceeds go di-
rectly to fight hunger and poverty. The
NJ recipients for 2005 will be the
Community Food Bank of New Jer-

| sey and Eva’s Kitchen in Paterson.

To purchase tickets to Taste of the

Nation visit www.NJDiningGuide.
net/Tasteof TheNation for more details
or call (973) 772-4474.

Low Vision Support
Group Meeting

April 19°

There will be a Low Vision Sup-
port group meeting on Tuesday, April
19, at 10:30-12 Noon at the Jewish
Family & Vocational Services, 515
Plainfield Ave., Suite 201, Edison.
Transportation can be arranged and
insurance may be accepted in lieu of
fee. New members are always wel-
Please call Fran Starr for more
732) 777-1940

come.

information at (

What the Butler Saw
at Circle Players
April 22-May 8

What the Butler
Joe Orton opens at Circle Players, the

Saw, a comedy by
community theater in Piscataway on
Friday, April 22.

Performances are Friday, April 22,
28 and May 6 at 8 p.m.; Saturday,
April 23, 30 and May 7
Sunday matinees, May 1 and 8 at 3
p.m.
performances are $15. Matinees are

at 8 p.m. and
Tickets for Friday and Saturday

$12. Seniors and students receive $1
oft with ID.

Circle Players is located at 416
Victoria Ave. in Piscataway. For tick
ets and informaton, call (732) 968

/999,

Food Bank to Hold

Rummage Sale
April 23-29

The NORWESCAP Food Bank
will be holding a huge spring rum-
mage sale on .\mndn April 23
through Friday, »\pnl 29 at the
NORWESCAP Food Bank Annex,
213 North Broad St., Phillipsburg.
The sale hours are: Saturday, April 23
and Monday, April 25, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.; Taesday, April 26, 9 a.m. to 6
p.m.; V\ulnudl\ April 27,9 a.m. to
Thursday, April 28, 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. (half off day) and Friday, April
29,9 am. to 3 p.m. (bag day sale).

“Bohienid

For more information, please call the
NORWESCAP Food Bank at (908)
454-4322.

Send Your Avound Town Events to:
South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Ham-
ilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield,
NJ 07080 or fax (908) 668-8819 or

[ email: A‘/}II/I.\'(‘I‘I’I'I'(IY comcast.net.
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Rosado Encourages
Public to Vote for Budget

By Libby Barsky

What will happen if the school bud-
get goes down?

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Rosado warned that if the 2005/06
$47,561,491 school budget were de-
feated, up to 40 positions would be
climinated, which would severely im-
pact the educational and co-curricular
programs in the school district. He
spoke at a special meeting on the bud-
get Tuesday night at the Administra-
tion building,

“The Borough Council has until the
first week after the vote in April to
make the decision,” said Rosado . “Ev-

ery tax point means $140,000, and if

it decided to trim 10 tax points that
would mean $1.4 million and the
climination of two elementary guid-
ance positions, two music teachers, 10
duty aides, middle school team lead-
ers, clementary clubs and sports (5/
6). one social worker and middle
school clubs and activinies,” he said.

This would be in addition to the
14.8 positions already being elimi-
nated, which includes two administra-
tors, five teachers, three and a half sec-
retarial positions, one technology po-
sition and two aides.

Rosado urged all to vote for the
budget, because if these measures are
enacted and the positions eliminated,
it won't be for just one vear. The im-
pact will be long term.

Grant School teacher and field

hockey coach Joann Haus spoke of

how tighter restrictions on expendi-
tures had teachers bringing in supplics
for their classes.

Rosado noted that for the past two
years test scores had risen, especially
for minority students whose scores
went up 30%, and measures taken in
summer school had prevented the
need for an extra transitional first
grade class. He also noted that the anti-
gang work of the high school staff and
middle school classes by police are pre-
venting the intrusion of gangs into the
district schools. And spending for edu-
cation will result in the need for fewer
prisons, Rosado believes. “But there
is never a lack of money to build pris-
ons,” Rosado said.

According to Rosado these im-
proved test results were achieved with
onc of the lowest cost per pupil in
Middlesex County. The Star Ledger
puts the cost per pupil in the 2005-06
budget at $10,613, while the The
Home News pegs it at $9,188. Rosado
attributes the difference of §1,425 to
what items are calculated into the
base—adult school, construction and
maintenance costs, but Rosado said

Ve still rank the same.”

Rosado warned that if the budget
doesn’t pass the cuts will impact on
the district’s ability to maintain its
gains in test scores and as a result
South Plainfield property values will
be affected.

“What are the schools like? is the
first questions a person asks in buy-
ing a home,” said Rosado.

From the South Plainfield Library

Bookmarks

By Chris Grippo

Clean out vour closets, attics and
basements. Alan Snvder, a certified an-
tiques and estate ;1}3pr.1iscn will be at
the library on Sunday; April 17 from
2 to 4 p.m. He will be appraising ob-
jects on a first come basis and, due to
the very popular nature of his visits
we need to limit each artendee to two
items. This is a great opportunity to
find out if any of those treasures are
worth a large amount of money.

And start planning for our May
adult activity. The exciting Practical
Craft instructor Ronda Wisniewski
will be doing a program on fabric
painting. There will be two separate
workshops on Monday, May 2. One
will be from 10:30-11:30 1n the momn-
ing, the other 7-8 in the evening.
There is a $2 fee for materials and reg-
istration is required. Also Ronda will
be reprising some of her classes over
the summer including kaleidoscope
cane pens and flower and candle paint-
ing. And watch for her fall classes. All
of these wor kshops are a great buy and
are a lot of fun, L\IXUI”\ if you do it
with friends.

Our annual book sale is coming up
on May 21. This book sale is always a
good fundraiser for the library and
draws buyers from quite a few miles
away. \"un we are looking for dona-
tions of books in good mndmun, vid-
cos, music CDs, recorded books, etc.
Unfortunately we cannot accept text-
books and uu\d()pulm\ You can
drop the donations off any time the
Library is open. And let your friends
know about the book sale!

Also we have received the hottest
books and videos including new books
by Mary Hu,"m\ C IuL\ Nicholas
Sp.nl\s and Danielle Steel, hot new
movies including Ladder 49, Exorcist:
the Beginning, Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind, Finding Neverland, Txi,
and Tioy plus many, many more. And
as lonu as you return them on time
they are free. We also have on hand
uunrl_\ released boxed sets of Bon
Jovi and the Beatles (the Capirol
Years).

And for the kids Miss Linda and
Miss Danya will be having their regu-
lar storytime/craft programs on "Tues-
day at 10:30 a.m., Wednesday at 6:30
p.m. and Thursday at 1:15 p.m. There

is also the Books'n"Babies program on
Friday mornings at 10:30 a.m. for the
voungest children.

So we look forward to seeing you
at the South Plainfield Public Library
2484 Plainfield Avenue. Telephone
number (908) 754-7885. s

The South Plainfield Cultural Arts
Commission will sponsor an after-
noon of music and song performed
by the North Jersey Philharmonic
Glee Club. This event will be held
on Sunday, April 17 from 3-4:30
p.m. at the Wesley United Meth-
odist Church, 1500 Plainfield Ave.

The North Jersey Philharmonic
Glee Club is the oldest professional
African-American ensemble in the
Northeast. Since 1939, the Glee
Club has performed before an ar-
ray-of patrons from different cul-

The North Jersey Philharmonic Glee Club will perform at Wesley
Methodist Church this Sunday.

Cultural Arts Commission to
Sponsor Glee Club Performance

tures. Past performances include the
White House, Lincoln Center, NJ
Performing Arts Center, the
Schomberg Center and the Cathe-
dral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in
Newark.

The North Jersey Philtharmonic
Glee Club will perform a repertoire
of music ranging from gospel to
classical—a performance guaran-
teed to delight music lovers. This
event is free to the public and spon-
sored by the South Plainfield Cul-
tural Arts Commission.

A Last Look

Voters are asked to go to the polls
next week to elect BOE members. elec-
tion This year there are six candidates
vving for the three positions.

Incumbents Ken LaFreniere, Tim
Morgan and Dan Smith, whose three
year terms expired, are being chal-
lenged by former board members

Carol Byrne, John Markham and Jeff

Seider.
Carol Byrne and John Markham are
both former board members who

New Jersey Property Tax
Relief Programs Forum

A New Jersey Property Tax Relief
torum on what programs are avail-
able for seniors will be held at the
South Plainfield Senior Center. There
will be two forums on May 4-the first
1s 10 a.m. to Noon; the second from
1 to 3 p.m.

Presenters are Matt Suto from the
NJ Division of Taxation, taxpaver
service rep. in Trenton and Thomas

ALEXANDRIA’S SHOES

Name Brand Upscale Shoes & Clothing

tion,

Kuc from the NJ Division of Taxa-
taxpaver
Somerville Office.
Discussion topics include property
tax reimbursement and applications
(PTR1 & PTR2), Homestead/Fair
Rebate, program updates and pro-
gram cligibility filing requirements.
The forum will \Isn include a ques-

service rep. in

tion and answer period.
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e Golden Acres Shopping Mall
s 3600 Park Ave. South Plainfield
e (908) 756-5644

Skechers * Von Dutch * Kenneth Cole

Columbia Sportswear
Madden  Bass

i |1510:

Purchase Over $25 Purchase Over $50
ALEXANDRIA SHOES ALEXANDRIA SHOES
With this ad. Exp. 4 3005 With this ad. Exp. 43005

Physical Therapy CGenter
of South Plainfield

Orthopedic Rehabilitation « TMJ
Back & Neck Pain

Most Insurance Pland Welcome
Most HMQO'’s / PPO’s Accepted
Medicare Approved

Serving Union And Middlesex Counties For Over 15 Years

Lynne Glasser-Sward P.T. Lic# QA02309

(908)668-1951

1110 Hamilton Blvd.

* South Plainfield

served on the board for three terms at
almost the same time.

Byrne, a board member from 1978
to 1987 and again from 1995 to
1998, is secking a fifth term. Byrne is
asubstitute secretary-aide in the South
Plainfield schools.

Markham, a former stockbroker and
VI of operatons for two mutual
funds, served from 1978 to 1988. He
is married to Madeline, a secretary
with the district’s special services.

Seider is a life long resident of the
borough. While on the board from
1999-2002, Seider was a member of
the Personnel Negoti
Committee and was chairman of the
Building and Grounds Committee,
which oversaw the planning and in-
stallation of the rebuilt track.

!
anda anons

The
House-Call
Doc

“We Come To You”

Kids Learn to
Be Assault
Free at PCLC

Students at the Pilgrim Covenant
Learning Center will learn how to
avoid being the victim of an assault in
a three-day workshop at the preschool.
The Learning Center is hosting the
Middlesex County Child-Assault Pre-
vention (CAP) Project April 26
through 28. The CAP Project helps
children recognize and deal with po-
tentially dangerous situations from an
assault by another child, as well as from
strangers and familiar adults.

The workshop uses pictures, role-
play and dolls to teach children how
to stay safe through supportive friends,
assertiveness skills and by telling a
trusted adult. Parents have their own
workshop, focusing on understanding
child assault and recognizing the signs
of physical, emotional and sexual as-
sault, as well as crisis intervention and
when and how to report abuse.

Because CAP encourages children
to share their experiences and concerns
with adults they trust, it is important
for parents, reachers and all concerned
members of the community to know
how to respond appropriately. For
more information, please call Gina
Birath at Pilgrim Covenant Learning
Center at (908) 756-487"

at the BOE Candidates

Incumbent Dan Smith is seeking
his third term on the board. He
served as vice president in 2003 and
has been a member of most commit-
tees, including policy; curriculum and
chairman of the negotiations commit-
tee. Smith endorses the tenrative
$47,561.491 budget that was recently
approved by the Board. Smith is a
chief lineman for PSE&G, his em-
ployer for 24 years.

Timothy Morgan is making his bid
for a second term on the B()’ i. He
endorses the 2005-2006 b

Ken La }‘AL ere 1s sech

erm on
of the Cu
andd
XA:\i

He

'\xt'\‘hg\ Commuttee
chair of the Finance Committee.

is retired from AT&T.

Student

Phone: (908) 755-2289
Cell: (908) 581-3610

E-Mail: SoPlfdDoc@aol.com

Atello
Chiropractic Center, PC.

Dr. Patrick M. Aiello, D.C.

o121 Park Ave.

South Plainfield.

NdJ 07080

(908) 756-4879

Sl o SR 5 > Op, s T .
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art-time ‘@ Full Time Programs * Summer Camp

* Nindergarten Enrichment
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Currently accepting enrollment
for the 2005-2006 school year
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Left to right: Troy Heilmann, Nlck Hetlmann and Anthony Ashnault.
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Donytall
softball

Batters box
By Tom Gratta

PO TP

Dates To Remember

Games Start April 11.

All Star Try Outs-April 30 and
May 1.

Tag Day-May 5, 6 and 7.

To all coaches: don’t forget your
banner for opening day. The next
South Plainfield Parent’s Ponytail |
Association meeting will be held
on April 26 at 8 p.m.

L

Ashnault, Heilmann Place at National Tourney

By Bob Hunter

After placing in the New Jersey state
tournament, South Plainfield wrestlers
Anthony Ashnault and Troy and Nick
Heilmann packed their bags and
headed to the World of Wrestling
Reno Natonals. This season ending
national tournament attracted 3,500
wrestlers from all over the United
States to compete in one of the
nation’s toughest tournaments.

Anthony Ashnault, who won his
third New Jersey title two weeks ago,
continued his winning ways with a
second place finish in the 10 and un-
der 61 pound weight class. But he did
it the hard way as Ashnault lost in the
semifinals to eventual champion Jack
Hathaway of Indiana 8-2. Ashnault
was able to issue a challenge match for
second place against Garrett Fortado
of California who was pinned by
Hathawav in the finals. Before all this
he had to win two more matches,
which he did in convincing fashion.
He took care of Colton Schilling and
Kyle Sether. both of Oregon, by fall
for third place allowing —\thult to
knarmg him 4-
1 to secure a second place medal. In

challenge for second,

the opening round Ashnault defeated
Jesse Smith from Washington State 8-

2, then defeated Brandon George of

Utah the third seed 10-4. In the quar-
ter-final round, Ashnault shutout
Alonzo Osuna of California 4-0.
Ashnault was the only wrestler in the
tournament to score offensive points
on Hathaway,
Wrestling National Champion.

Trov Heilmann, who has been on a
mission recently; also had a great tour-
nament, finishing in fourth place in
the 32 man bracket in the 10 and un-
der 71 pound weight class. In the
opening round Heilmann pinned
Steele Escobedo of California at 2:30
of the second period. Next he defeated
Logan Kincross of Utah 7-2 before
facing Chris Canton of North Caro-
lina. Heilmann was losing to Canton
7-0 when he locked him up a cradle
and got the fall carly in the second
period. But the semifinal round was a
heart breaker, as Heilmann lost in a
double overtime ride out to eventual
champion Andrew Reidy of Nebraska.
He then wrestled back to the consola-

tion finals with a 4-2 win over Tracey

Eitel of Texas. In the consolation fi-
nals, with the score tied, Heilmann got

L
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caught while trving to escape and was
pmmd for a tourth place finish.

Nick Heilmann, who wrestled up
in the 15 and under 92 pound weight
class, had a tough going after he won
his first match by fall over Justin
Scherer of Idaho. He then lost his next
two matches 5-3 and 3-2. Heilmann
finished second in the New Jersey 12
& 13 age group and the year at 65-4
record. Ashnault and Heilmann each
earned Junior All American honors for
their achievements.

By Lee Flanagan

Opening Day was great this past
Saturday: Many people commented on
the day we had and the belief that this
was the finest Opening Day in the past
twenty vears. On this great day we
started with our annual parade at 10
a.m. from the Borough Hall. The
South Plainfield High School March-
ing Band was on hand leading the pa-
rade. Opening day festivities began
when we arrived at the field; Phil
Aiello was the master of ceremonies.
The complex looked great with many
hours being put into the preparation
of the fields and the snack stand for
Opening Day. I would like to thank
Bob Bors for all the hours he put in
down at the complex. The crew that
worked the fields with Bob before
opening day, Mike Pellegrino, Bill
Cochrane, Tom Walsh, ]uk Brady,
Chris Hurst, Pat Muglia, John Pel-
legrino, Glenn Graves, Eric Niemey-
er, Gary Bodyl, Tony Cassano, Tom
Pryor, Kevin Lykes and John Poliz-
zano and others that I might have for-
gotten worked diligently to make it
h‘xPan for the luds of the SPJBC.
Rick Walton spent many days at the

JUNIOR BASEBALL CLUB NOTES

clubhouse
snack stand pre-
paring for this big moment also. We
honored this opening day Tony
Cassano, Dennis Kazimir and Tom
Kizcula as Lifetime Member award
winners, plus John Celentano, Dom-
inic Papa and Sal Severini as Com-
missioner Award winners. Our grand
marshal was Mike English and the
special guest was Sparky, the mascot
from the Somerset Patriots. Thank
vou Pastor Gordon Braun from the
First Baptist Church of South
Plainfield for leading us with the in-
vocation. Kyle Br ui\ caught the
opening day first pmh from Com-
missioner Hm\gllt It was a day to
remember. So let’s play ball and have
a great season.

We have tickets on sale for a new
Mercedes Benz. Michelle Kunie and
First Class Travel are sponsoring the
second prize, which is a trip for
$2,000 to any place the winner
would like to travel to.

Tickets are available from Nancy
Salici or any Executive Board mem-
ber. Call the SPJBC for tickets also.

Henderson Eagles Gymnastics Team Competes

The Henderson Eagles Boys' Gymnastics
Team displayed fine individual and team
performances at this year's USAG New
Jersey State Men's Gymnastic Tournament
in Linden. All boys improved on their last
year’s performances with many of them
earning ribbons and/or medals, with a
handful of them taking high honors in the
six events: Pommel Horse/Mushroom, High
Bar, Floor, Rings, Vault and Parallel Bars.
Most of the boys will represent the Eagles |
. at the USG Regional Meet in April 2005.
~ Team members (front row, L-R) are Daniel
Palmer, William Schubiger, Nick Mavro-
giannis, Nathan Rutter, (back row, L-R)
Viadimir Karvacky, Coach Alex Balich, Philip
Longo, Matthew Siegrist, Trevor Yelencsics,
Joshua Berman and John Sottiriou. We
send them with our strongest support and |
confndence ;

Junior Baseball 2005 ‘C’ League Game Summaries

8 & 9 year-olds
Opening Weeke/}d

By Dennis Moskal, ‘C’ League Dir.

Yankees vs. Orioles

Yankees-Kyle Dickerson had two
strong innings from the mound and
had one base hit, while Aiden Mc-
Dermott and Raymond Jazikoft led the
offense with a few base hits each.

Orioles~Tommy Del Piano pitched
one good inning in relief and also had
the game-tying base hit. Brian Schillaci
also made good contact at the plate
with a base hit.

Cardinals vs. Astros

Cardinals—Bryan Gillen went four-
for-four at the plate and his teammates,
Arshan Singh and Nathan Persad cach
scored twice.

Astros—Matthew Maher had a big
base hit to start the season and Justin
Ochoa had two fine innings from the
mound.

Dodgers vs. Angels
Dodgers—Dan Ruiz crushed a big
double in the fifth inning.
Anggels—Cody O’Connor pilchcd
two good innings to start the game.

Red Sox vs. Mets
Red Sox-
play was turned in by Malik Cisson.

-An excellent solo double

Adam Daubert and Anthony Santone
both burned up the base paths, with
cach of them scoring twice.

Mets—Kyle \/‘lumnu smacked a big
double and also pmhui tWo strong
mnm&,s and his teammate, Matt
Hurst, hit the ball solid all day, mak-
ing good contact and also throwing
well in his first appearance on the
mound.

Yankees vs. Dodgers

Yankees—Two young hurlers, Italo
Cardosa and Austin Rivera each had
an impressive performance to start
the season.

Dodgers-Ryan Bythell kept the Yan-
kees oft balance during his two innings
on the mound and teammate Dakota

Uhl had a

sparkling plays with his glove,

base hit and turned in some

Orioles vs. Astros

Orioles—Charles Butrico swung a
good bat with solid contact all day.
Teammate L.J. Scarpitto hclpcd his
team, pitching two strong innings and
belting three base hits.

Astros-Brandon Rickert started the
season with two big singles and Ben
Cochrane had a strong inning frem
the mound.
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Troy Heilinann, Roosevelt School Fourth
Grader Named ‘i]umor _]oumaltst”

Troy Heilmann, fourth grader at Roosevelt EIementary is pictured with his

teacher Ellen Decker-Lorys and school principal Jacqueline Keogh.

Troy Heilmann, Roosevelt School
fourth grader, is this week’s winner in
the Observer/Hometown Heros Jun-
ior Journalist Program. His poem,
“Spring,” has won dinner for his fam-
ily, courtesy of Hometown Heros.

Students are encouraged to sub-
mit their original poetry, articles,

opinion pieces or essays to their
teacher, school principal, Hometown
Heros located on Hamilton Blvd. or
the Observer office.

Winners and their families will re-
ceive a catered dinner from Home-
town Heros and will be honored at a
vear end banquet on May 25.

S

By '1}'0%'):2[%1117171
The sun comes out and the snow goes away
And all the little children start to play
Flowers start to bloom out of the ground
Everybody smiles not one frown
On St. Patrick’s Day there’s lots of green
Everybody’s nice no one is mean
Everyone’s smile starts to shine
And it looks like a sparkling gold mine
The flowers are so pretty like a diamond ring
And thar’s everything and all about spring.

by Patricia Abbott

The South Plainfield Juniorettes
are currently basking in the success
of their fundraiser, a concert to ben-
efit Cherished Creations,
zation that helps children with seri-
ously ill diseases. The April 2 concert
featured six bands from Central and
South Jersey. Juniorettes member
Colleen Kamen said, “We chose Cher-
ished Creations because we wanted
to help children this year. We thought
a3 u)mut would be a good hmd
raiser.”

The bands were from throughout
Central and South Jersey as well as
South Plainfield. The band Les
Stupefiants featured members from
South Plainfield and Clark with SPHS
Senior Patrick Pryor on vocals/guitar
and Shawn Ferguson on drums.
Pryor said the band sounded like
“Beach Blanket Bingo on the Grassy
Knoll.” Also from South Plainfield
was SPHS senior Pete Assad. Other
bands included Red & White Letters
from Clark, The Dialtones from
Cranford, The Assistant Principals
from Medford and The Mafia from
Westfield.

The teenage members of the
Juniorettes handled all the prepara-
tions for the benefir. Colleen Kamen
searched the Internet to procure the
six bands, while Brooke DeNitzio
made arrangements to utilize the PAL
for the event. Other members assisted
with important details such as pro-
moting the show with flyers and by
word of mouth at school. Over 70
vouths attended the concert. The
community service oriented group
is pleased to announce they raised
over $400 for this charitable organi-
zation.

Cherished Creations is the organi-

an organi-

The South Plainfield Juniorettes

zation chosen as the state project by

New Jersey State Federation of

Women’s Club Junior Membership

division of General Federation of

Woman’s Clubs.

Amy Reid, State Project Chairman
for the New Jersey State Federation
of Women’s Club Junior Member-
ship of GFWC attended the concert
and saw firsthand the results of the

Juniorettes Ralse Over $400 for Klds Charlty

girls’ hard work. She said, “We are so
impressed with the initiative, creativ-
ity and dedication of our South Plain-
field Juhiorettes. Through this con-
cert and a lot of hard work these girls
have made a significant difference in
the lives of our New Jersev children.
They are to be commended for help-
ing to give dreams to the Cherished
Creations families.”

southplainfieldpeople
Milestones

Loenser Earns Academic Honors List

Heather Loenser has earned the dis-
tinction of being placed on the Aca-
demic Honors List-for the Fall 2004
semester at Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity in Madison.

Students must maintain a 3.5 or
better GPA to be eligible for the Aca-
demic Honors List.

Heather is a freshman Accounting
major at FDU.

Share Your Good News... Send us your Milestones!

Line 2

Line 5

Line 6

Tim Morgan
Daniel M. Smith

Kenneth Lafreniere
For Board of Education

ON APRIL 19", VOTE FOR

“Cleaned up a mess 20 years in the making!”

“Instituted curriculum reform resulting in higher test scores!”

“Helped make South Plairifield’s schools one of the best

educational values in Middlesex County!”

“Will continue to strive to make our schools better!!”

Paid for by Re-Elect Daniel M. Smith, Treasurer Elizabeth Smith 909 Worth Drive 08090
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By Jane Dornick

Mike Bertram and Mary Beth
Boschen’s third grade classes at
Roosevelt School had fun learning
about whales and then making them
out of paper mache.

They started off reading “Big Blue
Whale” and “JJs Big Day;” and made
posters depicting whales.

Teacher’s aide Addison Williams

L

Roosevelt third graders had fun making whales.

Third Graders Have a
Whale of a Time

made frames for the paper mache
whales out of swim noodles, cop-
per pipe, milk containers, soda
bottles and other matenials.
Students used a flour and water
mixture on strips of newspaper to
create the hard shell for the creatures.
They spent a week and a half mak-
ing and painting dolphins and bel-
uga, grav and killer whales. Each
whale measured almost four feet!

May is National
Older American’s

Notes rroM The Senior Center

May 11 instead
of our usual

Month. When Older

Americans Month was established in
1963, only 17 million living Ameri-
cans had reached their 65th birthdays.
About a third of older Americans lived
in poverty and there were few pro-
grams to meet their needs. Interest n
older Americans and their concerns
was growing, however. In :\pril of
1963, President John E Kennedy’s
meeting with the National Council
of Senior Citizens served as a prelude
to designating May as “Senior Citi-
zens Month.”

Historically, Older Americans
Month has been a time to acknowl-
edge the contributions of past and
current older persons to our country,
in particular those who defended our
country. Every President since JFK has
issued a formal proclamation during
or before the month of May asking
that the entire nation pay tribute in
some way to older persons in their
communities. Older Americans
Month is celebrated across the coun-
try through ceremonies, events, fairs
and other such activities.

The theme for this year’s celebra-
tion is “Celebrate Long-Term Living,”
which was selected to by the Adminis-

SPHS Students Rally in Favor of the School Budget

Come April 19, the fate of the
school budget will lie in the hands of
the voters. This past Monday a group
of SPHS students and their parents
held a rally at Memorial Park to make
voters aware that it’s students who
will either reap the rewards or suffer
losses depending on their outcome.

Cassie Krajcik, 17, said, “If the
budget is cut, students will miss out
on after school activities and even
sports, which help raise money. I am
involved in three after-school activi-
ties, but if they are cut, students aren’t

going to have anvthing to do after
school and may end up getting them-
selves into trouble.”

The rally was the brainchild of
SPHS Junior Natalie Tamzoke. A
dozen people gathered curbside at the
park armed with signs and home made
posters in favor of the budget. Par-
ticipating in the event were Brittany
Penevlope, Sarah Brooks, Jeft Sees-
selberg, Shawn Ferguson, Kim Tran,
Cassie Krajcik, Sebastian Lasota, Meg
Nigro and parents Mike Tamzoke,
Beth Penevolpe and Patty Nigro.

tration on Aging to “honor older
Americans as a national treasure and
to highlight the need for mid-life and
older persons to be prepared to live
longer than previous generations.”

As part of the month long celebra-
tion, we have some special events
planned.

On May 4, staft from the NJ
Treasurer’s office will speak at the Se-

nior Citizen Center about a variety of

financial programs available to seniors
including the property tax freeze pro-
gram, PTR1 & 2, homestead rebates,
PAAD, etc.. The program will be pre-
sented twice at 10 a.m. and again at 1
p.m. to accommodate people’s sched-
ules. I strongly encourage not only
our senior citizens but all interested
residents to plan to attend this impor-
tant and informative program.

On May 7, from 6 to 10 p.m., we
are having our 3™ Annual Senior
Prom. This year’s theme is a Country
Western Hoedown. The menu will
include southern fried chicken,
barbequed pulled pork and London
broil and all the fixings. The cost is
S$10 per person and advance reserva-
tions are required so stop in at the
Senior Citizen Center and sign up
now.

Our monthly trip to Atlantic City’s
Taj Mahal will be held on Wednesday,

first Wednesday
of the month so that we can accom-
modate the State treasurer’s program.
The bus departs the Senior Citizen
Center at 9 a.m. and returns around 7
p.m. The cost is $15 which is returned
as a credit when you arrive at the ca-
SINo.

On May 18 the Middlesex County
Department on Aging will be hold-
ing their annual 905 Birthday Bash at
the Piscataway Senior Citizen Center.
If you are 90 or older, you and a guest
are invited to the party. Just call the
Senior Citizen Center at (908) 754-
1047 to make your reservation. Trans-
portation to Piscataway will be pro-
vided by our bus and the party is frec.
It is a really fun event and we hope
our 90+ seniors will join us.

On May 19, we have a trip to
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse scheduled
to see “Cactus Flower.” The cost is
$50 and includes transportation, full
luncheon and dessert buffet and the
show. The bus leaves at 10 a.m. and
returns around 5:30 p.m.

Stay tuned ... more events and pro-
grams are being planned including an
open house at the Senior Citizen Cen-
ter, a program on Elderlaw issues, a
picnic with our High School seniors,
a summer walking club, a Gardening
Club and a trip to NJ Performing Art
Center on June 2 to see 42 Street.

The South Plainfield Freestyle and
Greco Team 2005 season is about
to begin. This program is designed
to enhance skills needed for scholas-
tic wrestling. It is designed for the
serious wrestler who wants to de-
velop and maintain that competi-
tive edge.

The Freestyle and Greco season
will begin on Monday, April 18. Sign

Freestyle/Greco Wrestling Signups

up at the PAL between 8:30 a.m.
through 4:30 p.m., Monday thru
Friday only. Practice will start at 5
p-m. and conclude at 6:30 p.m. at
the PAL wrestling room. Practice
will be held on Monday and
Wednesday nights until school lets
out in June.

Registration is $35 for everyone
including out of town residents. ,

;-

£

We, the undersigned, are proud of our children and the educational system in South Plainfield. We do not want to see
overcrowded classes, no sports programs, and no music programs. We want the value of our homes to continue to go up
and we want our children to get the educational experienceg previous generations have enjoyed. We, therefore, urge every
resident of South Plainfield to go to the polls on April 19, from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m., and

VOTE YES ON THE SCHOOL BUDGET. OUR CHILDREN’S FUTURES ARE AT STAKE.

Mike Alvarez
Connie Besser

Bob Besser
Debbie Boyle

Cathie Keller
Norm Loenser
Kevin Murtagh
Nancy Murtagh

Sue Schweers
Eileen Senz
Steve Senz
Carol Ullom

John Ferguson
Laura Ferguson
Sherry Hardy
Tom Hardy

Bob Boyle Joann Haus Ken Noll Kurt Ullom
Ginny Butrico Ken Haus Maureen Noll Holly Weakley
Chet Czaplinski Eric Johnson Teri Pileggi Mary Wieczorek

Frank Wrublevski
Mickey Wrublevski
Nicole Wrublevski

John Roesch
Ranae Roesch
Kevin Schweers

Gwen Johnson
Dennis Kazimir
Gail Kazimir

Joy Czaplinski
Mike English
Sue English

V Vote Yes

Paid for by concerned members of the South Plainfield Athletic Booster Club.
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By Jane Dornick

he South Plainfield Junior Baseball Club cele-
brated its 52nd annual Opening Day on Saturday
under picture perfect conditions. The SPHS Tigers
Marching Band led the parade of teams, coaches
and officials from Borough Hall through the streets
of South Plainfield to the baseball complex on Spicer Ave.
Special guest “Sparky,” the mascot of the Somerset Patriots
Baseball Team, road atop the South Plainfield Fire and
Rescue truck along with the fire department’s mascot,
Sparky. Mayor Dan Gallagher and Council members Bob
Cusick, Ray Petronko, Dennis Cerami and Charlie Butrico
marched in the parade as well as Police Chief John Ferraro.

The ceremonies at the complex were led by Club Commis-
sioner Lee Flanagan, along with Master of Ceremonies Phil
Aiello and Parade Grand Marshal Mike English.
Commissioner’s Awards were presented to John Celentano,
Dominic Papa and Sal Severini. Lifetime Member Awards
were also given to Tony Cassano, Dennis Kasimir and Tom
Kiczula. ;

The winner of the Little Miss/Mr. Baseball was chosen
through a “penny a vote” fundraiser held over the last sev-
eral months a# local convenience stores. Contestants were
Angelo Salici, Naomi McNeill, Lindsay Celentano, Kim-
berly Dornick and Kristen Brady. Winner Lindsay Celentano
received a gift certificate to the Menlo Park Mall.

The morning concluded with the first pitch being thrown
out by Commissioner Flanagan to B League Cardinals player
Kyle Brady to officially kick off the start of baseball season.
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On Feb. 27, the South Plainfield Elks sponsored a roast beef dinner for
35 veterans from Lyons and Menlo Park nursing homes. In addition,
each veteran received $5. The dinner was run by the Veterans Committee,
which was ably assisted by Boy Scout Troop #324. The dinner will now

become an annual event.

Riley School
Kindergarten
Orientation

Riley School Kindergarten Orien-
ration signup is on Friday, May 6,
from 2-3:30 p.m. and 6-7 p.m. in
the Riley School Lobby. The cost is
$3 for snacks and crafts.

Children entering John E. Riley
School Kindergarten in September
2005 are welcome to join us to ex-
plore the school and meet the teachers
and staff.

The program runs for three con-
secutive dates as follows: May 17, 24
and 31. The morning session runs
from 9-11 a.m. and the afternoon ses-
sion runs from 12 Noon-2 p.m.

If you have any questions, please
call Jen Curtis at (908) 755-8445.

April 19 a Major Day of Decision for Voters

April 19 should
prove to be a major
day of decision for
South Plainfield
and its voters, par-
ticularly seniors, -

FROM THE
Senior Men’s

leaks, as well as many
other unforeseen needs
for repairs, replace-
ments and major
costly jobs by out-
B8 side contractors, debt

since they have been
given many concerns to ponder over
prior to that day. The school budget
appears to be on the block like no
other time in my experience. I have
concluded that there have been oo
many irresponsible actions taken by
the present BOE to believe that a for-
ward march is on the horizon. As tax-
pavers, we cannot overlook the facts
that dearly show the inability of the
Board to attain fiscal rcsponslblhr\

which includes the following actions:

800 to 900 line item transfers on the
budget, a clean indication of insuffi-
cient comprehension of preparation
of a very important document;
$2,000,000 overspent in the 2004-
5 Budget; a surplus of only $4,000
with insufficient explanation; the need
for leased textbooks, a costly prece-
dent; questionable, excessive admin-
istrative pay raises; inadequacy of ad-
ministrative cuts needed for balanc-
ing the Budget and $900,000 allo-
cated for the improvement of safety
of children ar all elementary schools
and sanctioned by the Traffic Safety
Department, not used for that pur-
pose and not satisfactorily explained
by the board. (Where did the funds
g0 t0?)

When confronted with these find-
ings, the Board could only find lame
excuses. What our taxpayvers must con-
sider is where do we go from here? If
the surplus of $4,000 is exhausted for
such things as boiler problems and roof

will surely result.
There is no other way.

Seniors cannot take a chance of fis-
cal mismanagement whereby $375 is
anticipated as a tax rise on a property
assessment of $117,000. Where are
we headed in 2005-6 and 2006-7?
Seniors will find this extremely difhi-
cult to meet the increases on their fixed
incomes. Our PTR State sponsored
aid may not be there with fiscal prob-
lems Trenton is having.

We must face the fact that the Board
of Education has well taken care of
itself for the past few vears with salary
increases and a health protection pro-

LEGAL NOTICE

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Jeffrey S. Manno
requesting a variance from the requirements
of the Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of
South Plainfield to permit a two-story addition
with attached 7 x 8 shed. Proposed addition
lacks 8' required side setback, 4'6" being
proposed; and other variances that may be
required, said property being located at 178
Florence Place on Block 171, Lot 24 on the
South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or
protests against the granting of said appeal,
the South Plainfield Zoning Board of
Adjustment will hold a public hearing on
Thursday, April 28, 2005 in the Council
Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this
appeal are available for public inspection in the
Building Inspector's Office, South Plainfield
Borough Hall, Monday through Thursday,
between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm.

$35.00 April 15, 2005

gram that we can all envy: Yes, we love
our children, many inclusive of grand-
children, but belt tightening is well
past due. I will not approve [hL Bud-
get as detailed until and unless it is
mmmad significantly and hope that
readers will toll()\\ this advice. Also, as
a result of what I believe to be exces-
sive mismanagement, I heartily endorse
change and will vote for Markham,
Byrne and Seider, independents, with
no ambitions for further nest feather-
ing.—Walter ]. Pasacrita, Chairman,
Sentor Men’s Forum

Editors Note: Walter Pasacrita is
chaiyrman of the Senior Men’s Forum
of South Plainfield. The forum will
per todically submit columns on their
views and opinions. If you would like
to know more about the group, you
are invited' to attend one of their meet-
ings held on the first Tuesday of the
month at the Senior Center, 1:30 p.m.

1840 Eganey St.

(Plainfieldto |
0’Donohue to Eganey)

Saturday,
April 16
9 am-3 pm

MEMORIAL now
2 AL MENLO PARK

R ,.murf\ ) -
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Local scouts Joshua Coupe, Joshua Siepmann, Christopher Markey,
Anthony Austin and James Markey assisted members of American Legion
Post #243 at a bingo held for veterans at Menlo Park Veterans Memorial
Home. The boys were able to learn from veterans what scouting was
like when they were scouts and also about their military experiences.

The scouts assisted veterans with their bingo games.

creport

¢ On March 30 Jose A. Velez, 25,
of Plainfield was arrested for expired
registration and an outstanding war-
rant at a motor vehicle stop.

* Everlasting Valve Co:. on
Somogyi Ct. reported that the front
lawn had been torn up by tractor tires.

* A Coppola Dr. resident rcE)m'd
that her front door had been kicked
in. Nothing was taken.

* On March 31 Shannon Levare
Hill, 26, of Plainfield was arrested for
driving on a suspended license and an
outstanding warrant at a motor ve-
hicle stop.

* On April 1 an Elliot PL resident
reported while plrkui at the high
sdf:(x)l a plLL(. of patio block had bun
thrown into the windshield of their
car, cracking it.

* A Harvard Ave. resident reported
that their mailbox had been knocked
off its base and smashed in.

* A Hancock St. resident reported
that a spare set of keys had been taken
from their unlocked vehicle.

* A Clinton Ave. resident reported
the theft of an ATV that was chained
to the back porch.

* A W. Crescent Pkwy: resident re-
pm‘tcd the theft of an Apple Ipod
from his unlocked vehicle that was
parked on Spicer Ave.

* On April 2 Marvin Lamont
Young, 33, of Plainfield was arrested
for driving on a suspended license, an
open alcoholic beverage in a vehicle
and an outstanding warrant at a mo-
tor vehicle stop.

* A Harvard Ave. resident reported
that their mailbox had been uprooted
and smashed.

* A Matis St. resident reported that
their mailbox had been pushed over.

* On April 3 Robert P. Shea, 26,
of South Plainfield was arrested for
failure to turn, driving while suspended
and an outstanding warrant at a mo-
tor vehicle stop.

* A Banta Rd. resident reported
that their address sign post was dam-
aged and the sign taken.

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday 10-11 a.m., 4-4:45 p.m.
andaﬂcr 5 p.m. Vigil Mass

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.

Weekdays Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 am; Mon. and Thurs. 7 p.m.
Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Holy Days 9 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m.

/(

Is this your garage?
Then it's time for a...

ARAGE

“PALE

TO PLACE AN AD, CALL 908-668-0010.

e

OakTree
Farms

Ice Cream, Ice Cream such a treat,
Ice Cream, Ice Cream cold and sweet,
Up, Up in my cone so high

Like a tower in the sKky.

Ice Cream, ICe Cream such a treat,
I1ce Cream, ICe Cream
Let’s Just Eat!!

Soft Serve & Home Made
Hard JCe Cream Store is how at

Oak Tree Farms

24 FANTASTIC FLAVYORS

Cups, Cones, Sundaes ¢ more
plus all types of Shakes & Splits Galore!
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Deli, Meat Market, Produce, Dairy
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Gladys H. Vondran, 87

Gladys H. Vondran died on Wed-
nesday, April 6 at Haven Hospice in
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

She was born in Rockville Center,
NY, where she lived untl moving to
South Plainfield over 62 years ago.

Mrs. Vondran had worked as an
office manager for Shop Rite in
Dunellen, Middlesex and in North
Plainfield for 18 years before retiring
in 1982.

She was a member of the South
Plainfield Senior Citizens and the
UFCW Local #1262 of Clifton.

Her husband, Joseph Vondran, died
in 1974.

Surviving are seven children, Bev-
erly Elkins of Laplata, Maryland, Jay
Vondran of Ontario, Calif., Sharyn
Suarez of Jupiter, Fla., Louise Von-
dran of New Bern, North Carolina,
[rene McCamley of Neshanic Station,
Stephanie Ciak of South Plainfield
and Ellen Gentile of South Plainfield;
a brother, Dr. Horace Husser of Sali-
nas, CA and by 11 grandchildren and
cight great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Cecilia M. (Brennan)
Metro, 81

Cecilia M. (Brennan) Metro died
on Wednesday, April 6 at Baptist East
Hospital in Louisville, KY.

Born on May 29, 1923, in Plain-
field, Cecilia spent most of her life in
North Plainfield before moving with
her family to Louisville, Kentucky in
2000.

She was raised in South Plainfield
and graduated from Metuchen High
School. Cecilia was employed as a traf-
fic coordinator for Mack Trucks in
Bridgewater for 27 vears. After her
retirement, she worked ar Sylvan
Pools, Trailside Narure and Science
Center.

Mirs. Metro served in the US Naval
Service from 1943-1946 as a Women
Accepted for Volunteer Emergency

Service (WAVE) and was stationed in |

Pearl Harbor.

A former member of the Hyde-
wood Park Baptist Church in North
Plainfield, Cecilia traveled extensively
to Mexico, South America and Israel.

She is predeceased by her parents,
Cecilia and Thomas Brennan: a
brother, Leo and a sister, Rosemary
Smith, all of South Plainfield.

Surviving are a daughter, Julie and
her husband, Thomas Ewing and a
grandson, Tvler Ewing, all of Louis-
ville, KY.

Funeral services were held at the

7

McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In licu of flowers, donations made
be made in Cecilia’s name to the Ameri-
can Red Cross, Tri-County Chapter,
332 W. Front St., Planifield, NJ
07060.

Anna Maria “Mary”
(Capraro) Kapsch, 94

Anna Maria “Mary” (Capraro)
Kapsch died on Thursday, March 31
in the Haven Hospice at Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in New York City, Mary has
lived in South Plainfield for more than
80 years.

for 20 years.

Anavid gardener, Mrs. Kapsch en-
joved sewing and cooking. She was a
member of Sacred Heart RC Church,
the South Plainfield Democratic Or-
ganization and the South Plainfield
Senior Citizens.

She is predeceased by her husband,
Charles, who died in 1989; her par-
ents, Guiseppe and Isabella Capraro
and by a brother, John.

Surviving are two children, Virginia
Cocco and her husband Nicholas of
South Plainfield and Dan Kapsch, also
of South Plainfield and a niece,
Dolores Lestrachick of Scotch Plains.

Also surviving are five grandchil-
dren, Daniel Kapsch and his wife
Janine, Joseph and Michael Kapsch
and Nicole and Frances Cocco.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Mary’s name to Haven
Hospice, c/o JEK Medical Center, 80
James St., Edison, NJ 08820.

Olive D. (Boone) -
Ross, 84

Olive D. (Boone) Ross died on
Sunday; April 10 at Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield.

She was born in Weaverville, NC |
| and lived in Elizabeth and Cranford |
before moving to South Plainfield in |
1964, where she resided for over 40 |

yaars.,

later in South Plainfield. Prior to Path-
Mark, Olive had worked at Shop Rite
stores in the area for many years, retir-
ing in 1976.

She was a longtime member of the
First Baptist Church.

Her husband Benjamin Ross died
in 1982. One of 10 children, she was
predeceased by all of her brothers and
sisters.

NOUTH PLAINFIELD

o FUNERAL HOME

456 Plainfield Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
908-756-2800

Thoughtful, dignified, & affordable service to all faiths
Cemetery monument & marker assistance
Newly renovated spacious facility
Burial and cremation options
Advanced planning

Tamara I.. Hawbaker, Mgr. ~j1

Robert Hunter, Dir. xj e o 33

908+ 756+ 2800

Surviving are three children, Laurie
Ross of Charlottsville, Virgina, Bar-
bara Ponton and her husband, Mel
bourne of Bloomsbury and Robert
Ross of Levittown, Pa. Also surviv-
ing are two grandchildren, Jennifer
Ross and Ruby Ross.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Adolph J. Cybowski, 82
Adolph J. Cybowski died on Sat-
urday, April 9 at his home.
Born in Brooklyn, NY, he was a
lifelong resident of South Plainfield.
Mr. Cybowski served an enlistment

\ { with the U.S. Army during WWII,
She was a dressmaker for the former |
Roth Dress Factory in South Plainfield |

serving in the 10" Mountain Divi-
sion.

Adolph was employed with Reinco
Inc. as a maintenance mechanic and
machine assembler for 14 years, retir-
ing in 1987. He was a communicant
of Our Lady of Czestochowa Church,
alifelong member of the Polish Home,
past director of the Polish Home and
a Member of the Year in 1980.
Adolph was a charter member of South
Plainfield VFW Memorial Post 6763.

He was predeceased by a brother,
who was MIA, Paul Cybowski and
four sisters, Lucille Rogers, Jean
Sternador, Helen Gryniak and Estelle
Cybowski.

Surviving are his loving wife of 63
vears, Stella (Olencki) Cybowski;
three daughters, Barbara Farley and her
husband, Bob of The Villages, FL,
Jane Fusco and her husband, Paul of
Jackson and Linda Kissell and her hus-
band, Bob of South Plainfield; his
grandchildren, Ken Farley and his wife,
Tina, Sandy Healey and her husband,
Ken, Debra Fusco, David Fusco, Mark
Malecki and Christopher Malecki and
his great grandchildren, Deidre and
Grace Healey, Chelsie Castronuovo
and Stephen Farley:

Funeral services were held at the |

South Plainfield Funeral Home.
In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be sent to Haven Hospice, 65

James St., Edison.

Mary A. Shine, 95

Mary A. Shine joined her late hus- |

: .. | band, Bill, in eternal life on Monday,
Olive had worked as a cashier for .

| PathMark stores in Scotch Plains and

April 11.

Mary was born to immigrant par-
ents, Xenia and John Wrublevski in
Chicago on November 5, 1909.

She spent her early vears in W, Vir- |

ginia, moving to New York City in 1924.

She met her beloved-Bill in New
York and they married on March 31,
1929, a marriage that would last for
almost 40 years.

They moved to Arbor, NJ where
they raised three children, remaining
there until her husband Bill’s passing
in 1969.

She spent her remaining vears in
Barnegat Pines, which she loved so
dearly. There, “Aunt Mary” made a new
life for herself, caring for numerous
children who are certain to miss her

ever present smile.

Many people knew “Mary Sun-
shine” for her laughter and outgoing
personality, which she shared unself-
ishly with all.

Her brother, Michael, has prede-
ceased her.

Surviving are three children and
their spouses, Maryann “Cookie” and
Edward Robinson of South Plain-
field, Bill and Kathy Shine of South
Plainfield and Patrick and Patricia Shine
of Kaneohe, Hawaii; a sister, Anna
Caputo of Pasadena, Calif. and four
brothers, Steve Wrublevski of Po-

mona, Calif, Frank and Marv Wrub- |

levski of South Phinfield, Stanley and
Julia Wrublevski of Indian Rock

Beach, Fla. and John Wrublevski of |

North Port, Fla.

12 great grandchildren and one great
great grandchild.
Funeral services will be held on Fri-

day at 9:15 a.m. in the McCriskin |

Home For Funerals, 2425 Plainfield
Ave., followed by a Funeral Mass at
10 a.m. in Sacred Heart Church.

Interment will follow in St. Ger-
trude’s Cemetery, Colonia.

Relatives and friends may call at the
funeral home on Thursday; from 2-4
and 7-9 p.m.

Glenn Flakne, 49

Glenn Flakne died on Sunday; April
10 at St. Peter’s University Hospital
in New Brunswick.

Born in Plainfield, Glenn resided in
South Plainfield for most of his life.

A 1975 graduate of South Plain-
field High School, Glenn was em-
ployed with Schering Plough in
Kenilworth for 29 vears.

An avid gardener, Mr. Flakne en-
joved cooking, fishing and appreciat-
ing life. More importantly; he liked to

tion,

Also surviving are six grandchildren, | Brunswick, NJ 08901.

travel along with his wife and children
to the Outer Banks in North Caro-
lina.

He is predeceased by his father, Dale
and by a brother, Curtis.

Surviving are his wife, Patricia
(Smalley) Flakne of 28 years of South
Plainfield; a daughter, Jenna English
and her husband, Brian of South
Plainfield; a son, Justin and his fiancé,
Dana Fore of Philadelphia; his mother,
Jetty Mason and her husband,
Harrison of New York: a sister, Debra
Zotta and her husband, Jim of South
Plainfield and a grandson to be born,
Aidan English.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in Glenn’s memory to St.
Peter’s University Hospital Founda-

254 Easton Ave., New

Lifelong resident Theresa “Tessie”
M. Fallar died Saturday, April 9 at
Muhlenburg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in South Plainfield, she has
resided here her entire life.

She was a communicant of Qur
Lady of Czestochowa Church in and
a member of the South Plainfield Se-
nior Citizens. Tessie was very creative
in crafts.

Mrs. Fallat was preceded in death
by her loving husband Robert, who
passed in 1983.

Surviving are her son Robert Fallat
Jr. of South Plainfield; daughter Carol
Gajarsky and her husband Alfred of
Mineral, Va.; grandson Robert Fallat
HI; sister Mary Timko and her hus-
band Frank of South Plainfield and
several nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held at the
South Plainfield Funeral Home.

DODT MISS P BEAT!

Quat pick tp the phone and call 980-668-0010.

ITIS FAR EASIER FOR YOUR

FAMILY IFYOU PLAN AHEAD

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains

Visit Our New Gremorial Gardens

An Area Featuring Bronze Cremorial Niches,
Cremorial Benches, and In-Ground Burial

908.756.1729

Non-Profit, Non-Sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.com

| (908) 561-8000

HOME FOR FUNERALS, LLC

2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
“4n Independent, Family Owned & Operated Funeral Home”

PRE ARRANGEMENTS * S/S MEeDICAID PROTECTION * CREMATION SERVICES

6 IS0

Richard W. McCriskin, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, N.J. Lic. No. 3382

James A. Gustafson, N.J. Lic. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin 11, N.J. Lic. No. 4564

Fax (908) 561-6744
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(Continued from page 2)

done in 2 most expeditious manner.
The Office of Compliance has com-
pleted their investigation and has pro-
vided the board with an exit interview
on 4/7/05. Their conclusions were
that no mismanagement of funds was
done to benefit any individual. They
also concluded that this vear's budget
has been and is being managed cor-
rectly. And as an aside to the interview,
it stated that the budget, which is be-
ing presented to the public, has suffi-
cient and correct documentation to
support all of the line items. As a con-
sequence of our present boards ac-
tion, 17 of the 23 items that needed
correction have been completed sats-
factorily.

There have also been some ques-
tions concerning this vear’s budget
and also as to why it was necessary to
lease our books. Simply put, our
budget did not cover the current ex-
pense of the district. When, after only
a month, the interim board secretary/
business administrator reviewed our
budget it was determined that there
would be a probable short-fall to the
tune of 1.6 million dollars. In that
sitwation, our board had only three
choices: the first being to reduce ex-
pense by laying off staff in the amount
of the short-fall, the second being to
allow our board of education to be
charged criminally because we allowed
the short-fall to occur and thereby
causing the district to practice deficit
spending, and lastly to increase our
revenue by doing a lease purchase. Our
board chose the lease purchase plan
and in order to maintain all of our
staff and programs and ultimately
vour children were the beneficiaries.

My past 30 years of being a man-
ager in a major corporation has ben-
efited our community. It has enabled
me to get to the root of a problem
and to formulate a plan to promote a
solution. This is what we have done
with the Track , the five-year Technol-
ogy plan, the ﬁ\"c~ycar Curriculum
plan, and what we are doing this vear’s
budget and future capital projects. All
of our plans are written and a matter
of record, so that they may be scruti-
nized and improv ed upon for our
future school vears. Currently we have
two projects that have a plan, but no
monies are available at this time. The
Traffic Safety and fiber optic projects
need to be adequately addressed and if
I am elected these are two of the items
that I will endeavor to bring to frui-
tion.

The education of our children in
South Plainfield has consistently been
moving in a positive manner. We have
more high school AP classes, better
SAT scores, a more unified instruc-
tion in the elementary grades, and an
adjustment of time on task for the
fifth through eighth grades, which in-
evitably addresses the different needs
of children in this transition period of
their life.

Consistency
Pays Off.

There’s a reason the
Business & Professional
advertisers find success
week after week—consis-

tent exposure.
| ]
South Plainfield

observer

For information, call

908-668-0010

We have a team working towards
the goal of having the best possible
educarion for our children and I chal-
lenge each and every one of vou to be
a part of our team by sending a re-
sounding YES for our budget and by
clecting Ken La Freniere, Dan Smith
and Tim Morgan lines 6,5 and 2.

KEN LA FRENIERE

To the Editor,

What a week! First, on Monday 1
received Community Contact, a tax-
paver-funded newsletter sent to cach
home by the Board of Education. As
a former board member, I could not
believe what T was reading, so I de-
cided to check the facts.

Interestingly, our esteemed Super-
intendent used data from the Home
News Tithbune about per-pupil spend-
ing when that information should
have been at his fingertips. After all,
where do the figures come from?

Well, I checked the State Depart-
ment of Education’s website, and as |
suspected, South Plainfield reported
per-pupil spending of $10,577-not
the lower amount listed in the news-
letter.

Tuesday brought more news. 1 at-
tended a Board meeting where during
the public portion a resident reported
receiving a copy of a letter about our
planned fiber optic network. The let-
ter, sent by Interim Business Admin-
istrator Robert Davis to the New Jer-
sey School Construction Corpora-
ton (NJSCC), states: "The Borough
of South Plainfield Board of Educa-
ton, as a result of other priorities, has
decided not to proceed with the
completion of this project.”

Residents may recall voting on a
referendum that included bonding the
cost of the fiber optic network over
30 vears. The NJSCC would fund up
to 40% of the project. Despite voter
approval to spend this money on a
capital investment, the board is obvi-
ously using it elsewhere. It is interest-
ing that the board did not announce
this decision to the people who are
paying the bill; rather, we had to learn
about it from a member of the pub-
lic.

Thursday brought even more sur-
prises when I received the Observer
and a letter to the editor from Diana
Jofte and Louise Mruz caught my eye.
The letter claims the proposcd budget
represents the first increase in 10 years.
Obviously Ms. Mruz and Ms. Joffe
are not from South Plainfield, because
if they were they would know the
budger has repeatedly increased over
the last 10 years. The healthcare plan
alone increased 18% in each of the
last two budgets!

It is amazing how in the world of

Ms. Joffe and Ms. Mruz there hasn't

been an increase. Yet they must know
their salaries have increased, so where
do they suppose the money came
from?

The letter goes on to criticize board
candidate Jeft Seider for discussing the
4.9% increase given to the teachers
union. Jotte and Mruz dispute the fig-
ure, vet according to the advertised
budget it's accurate. Perhaps the pair
would like to explain why the board
would budget thatamount if it weren't
correct?

Finally (and inexplicably), the let-
ter claims there were no warnings given
about the current fiscal crisis. Not true.
I, as well as others, repeatedly warned
about the looming disaster. I spoke at
public meetings; I phoned and wrote
the County Supcrintcndcnt; I even
wrote the Commissioner of Educa-
tion, with copies to the county and
state school boards associations.

I also wrote letters to the editor pre-
dicting, in detail, everything thar has
come to pass.

The sitting Board members arro-
gantly lon()rgd the warnings, and in-
stead, pmuukd without a care.

Before the board voted to accept
the 2004-05 budget, I spoke about
the underfunding of transportation,
buildings and grounds and capital
outlay. I also questioned eliminating
the surplus, which had been tradition-
ally berween three and six percent. 1
followed that public discussion with
a letter to the editor describing the
shortfalls, vet low and behold look
where we are today! We've leased text-
books and fire doors for goodness
sake, all to cover the very shortfalls the
Board was warned about.

Ms. Mruz and Ms. Joffe, as leaders
of the SPEA, instead of purchasing
signs supporting the incumbents and
stuffing envelopes telling us how Mr.
Smith and Mr. LaFreniere cleaned up
20 years of damage, why don't you
do us all a big favor and do something
productive? Most residents contrib-
ute toward their healthcare, so why
not encourage your members to con-
tribute $25 per week to theirs, which
wonld amount to $1,300 per year?
With appr()\mn[d\ 400 union mem-
bers, imagine how many jobs
$520,000 could save!

Instead of having your members
scare parents by predicting that class
sizes will skyrocket o 45 or more
(which isn't true), why not help us
out? You want residents, including
hundreds of senior citizens, to pay
$375 more in tixes, but you don't
want to sacrificefyourselves. You just
want to reap the benefits.

Whew! What a week! How will you
cast your vote? Hopefully for Carol
Byrne (Line 4), John Markham (Line
3) and Jeff Seider (Line 1).

DAWN JEFFERYS

* Mayor and Council

* Recreation
* Youth Activities
« Senior Corner

» Civic Organizations

Log on to the

Borough of South Plainfield’s
official web site at
southplainfieldnj.com
Visit your community web site for the latest local news on

* Planning Board & Board of Adjustment Agendas
* Police - Fire - Rescue Squad

» Professional & Business Directory
» Community Bulletin Board

* Election Results and more

Advertise your business and support on
South Plainfield’s own web site
For rates or information email at: southplainfieldnj.com
Or call 908-226-7656

To My Fellow Residents:

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to ask residents to support the
budget and also the incumbents, Tim
Morgan, Daniel Smith and Ken La-
Freniere. These three current board
members have withstood the barrage
of unfounded criticism to insure that
this budget maintained all the pro-
grams that we currently have, even
though it has been cut by close to a
MILLION DOLLARS in person-
nel already. They fought to save ath-
letics, the arts and clubs. They fought
to save academic programs such as the
SAT course and Summer School, as
well as keeping class size manageable
atall levels. They fought to make sure
that all of you have the opportunity
to decide on April 19 if our school
district will continue to move forward
or take a huge step backwards. These
three are the only candidates that have
proven with their actions that they are
for kids.

Before you vote, please look back
at the comments made by the chal-
lengers these past weeks and ask your-
self, what exactly have they said? They
never committed themselves on any
issue. They say they support the bud-
get, but do not agree with it. They say
they will be strong during negotia-
tons even though two of them would
not be able to participate because of
conflicts. When asked directly what
cuts they would make to the proposed
budget, they never answered, but
avoided the question. All three chal-
lengers were former board members
but did not use their accomplishments
as board members to ask for vour sup-
port. Why?

Tim Morgan, Daniel Smith and
Ken LaFreniere have shown their value
to everyone. They went through
months of finger pointing, but never
Jost focus as to why they are board of
education members. They are there to
make sure that every child in South
Plainfield has the opportunity to suc-
ceed in academics, arts and athletics.
They have given the community a
chance to dkleC the future of its
schools.

Do you want our school district to
continue to move forward? Do you
want all our programs to be main-
tained? Do you want class size to re-
main unchanged? Do you still want a
committed board? Then vote YES for
the budget on April 19, and re-clect
Tim Morgan, Daniel Smith and Ken
LaFreniere, Lines 2-5-6

PIO PENNISI

Price Tuctudes (Poncer? and After Show Panty
cen, Wine. Soda

Fore & scuores Tacluded

To the Editor,

With all of the criticism Mr. Seider

has been throwing around lately; I have
a few questions for him. How is it
after only attending a scant few meet-
ings over the past few years, he feels he
is knowledgeable Ln()uzc,h of the cur-
rent Board’s business to make his wild
accusations?

Why is it Mr. Seider couldn’t take
the time to show up at Candidates
Night so the public could ask ques-
tons and develop a better understand-
ing of his positions on the issues?
What are you hiding?

His one quote when reached for a
comment at home was, “I don’t sup-
port the budget but that doesn’t mean
I won’t vote for it.” Now that’s a
position that's clear as mud! Is ita lack
of conviction Mr. Seider, or a basic
inclination to be a negative person?

On April 19, 'm asking the vorters
to join me in clecting the candidates
that have made a positive contribu-
tion to help our schools make the
progress we can all be proud of. Please
vote for Ken Lafreniere, Dan Smith
and Tim Morgan.

SINCERELY,

STEVEN BOHN

Dear Editor,

As a lifelong resident and proud
parent, teacher and coach in the Bor-
ough of South Plainfield, I am com-
pelled to write this letter. Unfortu-
nately; recent financial woes have over-
shadowed the many positive things
that present and past boards of educa-
tion have done. I am exceedingly

proud of the fact that our Boards of

Education have provided the children
of this district with many great op-
portunities in the past sev cml years.
New programs in our schools have
also been a very positive step in im-
proving our students’ academics. Ad-
dinions to the curriculum such as ex-
tended math periods in fifth and sixth
grades, Accelerated Math, wireless
laptop computers and increased AP
classes in the high school are just some
of these assets. As part of these new
programs, students have had the op-
portunity to enrich themselves while
using new technology made available
to them. Sixth graders have not only
raised their math scores, but have re-
ceived commendations from the Math
Olympiads Program and NJ Math
League Contests for achieving the
highest scores since our participation
began in the 1980s. Decisions such as
opening Grant Elementary 5/6

(Continued on page 13)

Billy & Rose Faleon

Dor Tickets Call
Brian Cangdll
(908) 755- 9717

www.BillyF
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(Continued fiom page 12)
School have more than proved a very
worthwhile investment, by providing
an ideal transition from elementary
schools to the middle school. Our chil-
dren are given an opportunity to make
the adjustment in a safe and support-
ive environment. Improvements have
been made in our athletic program,
providing our children with more op
portunities and numerous successes.
The rebuilt track is now a safe place
for our participants and it enables the
district to bring in extra revenue sup-
porting the South Plainfield Athletic
Booster Club. New sp(n(s pmu ams
in the middle school are g__,l\mﬂ more
children an opportunity to participate
in team sports, which help them to
gain confidence, learn the importance
of working together and experience
success, the reward for hard work.
So keep in mind that these positive
aspects of our school system are the
result of a community effort. Itis your
support of the budget that will see that
the programs continue to develop and
help enrich our school curriculum and
activities. However, the failure to pass
this budget will result in the elimina-
tion of many of these programs. Once
gone, it is very difficult to resurrect
them and they have been vital to the

development and future success of

many of our young men and women.
The increase in taxes now will result
in the added value of your home in a
community with a strong school sys-
tem. Let’s not be pennywise and
pound-foolish!

JOANNE HAUS

Dear Editor,

I am a lifelong resident of South
Plainfield for a total of 41 years. My
father’s family has lived in South
Plainficld for generations.
knowing the streets vou drive on were

Imagine

once farmland farmed by your great
grandfather. like
the old movie theatre, which ]HH]\U\

That the [)ml(hnﬂ\

Sportworld, is where your father spent
his Saturday afternoons as a boy

watching the classic old westerns. |

have a large extended family, most of

which still reside in South Plainfield.
South Plainfield is my hometown and
will always be. You can not truly un-
derstand how deeply my roots go!
That is why I am raising my children
here. It is a wonderful community
with many lifelong residents also rais-
ing their families lku There 1s not a
(Ll} that goes by that I do not bump
into someone I grew up with, all of
whom were educated in the South
Plainfield school system.

The depth of my concern over the
present state of our school budget is
[owever,
[ do know one thing: South Plainfield
was built by lmd\\rnl\m"

difficult to express in words. I

](:\ al
people; p(oplx that have dum ated
years of their lives to this community.
These are the people we should trust,
such as Mr. Massaro, Mr. Novak, Miss
Erickson, educators who have dedi-
cated their entire careers in South
Plainfield.
who understand loyalty. It is unfortu-
nate that we do not choose to hire or
promote within our staff, but instead
hire outside our district and have nu-
merous superintendents leave when a
more lucrative position comes along.
I believe the last Superintendent we
had that was promoted from within
was Mr. Tobias. It seems to me that
the people who care a great deal about
the school system rhu spent years to
help build are ov erlooked! It is com-
forting to know that Mr. Massaro is
in the Assistant Superintendent’s po-
sition. I hope one day he will be our
Superintendent!

I do not understand, as I am sure
many of you do not, what truly cre-

These are the individuals

[ do know,
however, that we all must pull together

:llul Our Mlti}'t'[ Crisis.
1s a community and do what is best!
Therefore, I am asking that we get out
and vote on April 19. Vote yes for the
budget! Please help keep South
’I.nnm]d a community based on dedi
cation and loyalty. Please think
the future generations. I would hop

that South Plainfield will remain a

about

community that people would want
to raise their children in!

SINCERELY,
LISA COTONE SMITH

To my fellow taxpayers,

When will the current
Board of Education tell taxpayers how
they overspent the 2004-05 budget by

Question:

two mniillion dollars and what hap-
pened to almost one million dollars
that will not be used to develop safety
zones for our children? And why did
they lease our textbooks when we al
ready paid millions of dollars when
they were purchased?

Answer: Never. They are too busy
blaming prior Boards of Education
and former employees.

Management by crisis, creative ac-
counting practices and scare tactics are
the “Orders of the Day” for this Board
of Education. And who is going to

pay for their mistakes? Taxpayers, of

course, for a tax increase of about $375
if your home is assessed at $117,300.
We are facing the highest percent in-
crease in school taxes in the county.
Yesterday I received a flver from
Messers, Smith and LaFreniere, which
among other claims, said they
“Cleaned up the mess that was over
20 years in the making.” First, let me
respond by saving that Boards of Edu-
caton 20 vears ago did not overspend
budgets; Boards of Education 20 years
ago did not use almost one million
dollars for line item transfers instead

of the purpose for which is was ap

propriated; Boards of Education 20

irs ago did not lease purchased stu-
dent textbooks and Boards of Educa-
tion 20 years ago did not settle con-
tracts for percentage mcreases greater
than the amount A‘.Jl]JNL in !hL bud-
get

The truth is that this Board of Edu-
since 2003,

spending limits and failed to deliver

cation has, increased

on the projects for which millions of |
proj

dollars were appropriated. It’s ime for
Education and the Ad-
ministrators to stop the Scare Tactics.

the Board of

Instruct staff not to spread false and
misleading rumors that special educa
tion programs will be cut. They can’
because that’s illegal. We already know
how bad the situation is because the
Board did not properly establish and
manage a sound and sensible budget
to meet the needs of our students and
staff. Start telling taxpavers how vou
are going to clean up the mess you
created.

What we need is management by
design. Budgets that realistically plan
for income and expense and a Board
of Education that stays with the plan.
It’s time to stop “patchwork control”
of taxpaver dollars. Let’s appropriate,
educate and provide a healthy and safe
environment for students and staff.
Help me to accomplish these changes
by voting Line 3 on April 19.

Ilmnk vou for your support.

JOHN S. MARKHAM

Dear Editor,

We wish to express our opinion on
the South Plainfield Board of Educa-
ton election on April 19.

We need a change. The current
Board members have not managed
our monies effectively. We don’t want
to hear about former Boards. We want
this Board of Education to take re-

WHERE ELSE CAN YOU GET
WEEKLY COVERAGE ON THE
BOROUGH WHERE YOU LIVE?

he SOuﬂ\ Dlainl[ield Ol:)sewen..

...a tront row seat to what's happeninq in South Dloinl[ield,

deliveped wee“q fo your CIOOP!

sponsibility and give us truthful an
not getting them.
Where did all our money go?

We think John Markham can be a
valuable asset to the Board of Educa-

swers and we are

tion. We have known him for many
years. He is a gentleman who possesses
honesty and integrity. He has a finan-
cial background, as well as former ex-
perience on the Board. We are sure that
we will get truthful answers not only
about finances, but about all impor-
tant issues regarding our children and
programs.

We
Markham on April 19 and ask you to

will be voting for John

do the same (ballot position 3).

LAURA AND TOM TIMMERMAN

Dear Editor,
On April 19, you will vote on the

School Budget

dates to the

and for three candi-

Joard of Education.
Please be sure to vote. Last vear’s elec-
tion had only 9-11 percent of eligible
A low turnout insures
that the interest groups will control.
The SPEA and staff are conducting an
aggressive campaign to elect the in-
cumbents and influence vour vote on
the budget.

The budget has a tax increase of 32
tax points, or $375, for a home as-
sessed at $117.400. Homes with
higher assessments will obviously pay
more. This budget has the highest one-

ear tax increase in my memory for
Sourh Plainfield. When vou vote on
the budget, look at and evaluate this
Board’s and the incambents’ perfor-
mance to budget the last two vears.
The 03/04 school budget was adver-
tised and approved at $42,771,797
and actually spent (your money) $46,
610,515. The 04/05 budget adver-
tised and approved at $44,185.421
with forecasted adjusted spending pro-

voters voting.

(Continued from page 12)
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(Continued from page 13)

with forecasted adjusted \pcnding pro-
jected at $46,435,729. To close this
budget gap, they borrowed money via

lease purchase of textbooks and use of

all available surplus. The 05/06 bud-

get to be voted on is $47

time if vou give them the chance? When
you go to vote on the budget, ask your-

self. has this Board in the fast two vears |
| increased from actual $4,277

managed vour tax dollars with due dik-

gence? I say no. Have the budgets and |

the budvupuu«s been credible? 1 say
no.

Ask vourself, do I want to reelect the
incumbents responsible for this pm‘nr
mance? I say no. I ask you to vote for

Carol Bvme. Line 4; John Markham,

have good solid pervious Board expe-
rience, a record of fiscal responsibility
and budget credibility and integrity.
Thev deserve vour support and vou
deserve to have a Board that lives and
operates within the framework of the
published, approved and advertised
budgets.

In a recent letter to the Observer, Ms.
Mruz and Joffe were cniticical of Mr.
Seider’s recent letter and they asked that
vou look at the facts. Members of the
public at several meetings cautioned
and warned the Board about deficien-
cies in the way the 04/05 budger was
structured and presented. That budget
under funded a number of line items
but this Board and the incumbents ig-
nored this information. To cover the
deficit of what was actually being spent,
they borrowed money. Other com-
ments of theirs said Mr. Seider could
run but he could not hide. Mr. Seider,
when he served on the Board, always
met his commitments to the students
and raxpayers, arranged for a contract
to mill the Jost Field track at no cost to
the district, he chaired a committee to
assess, maintain and evaluate the spe-
cial education program, had middle
school brick repointing.completed and
he never participated in any spending

[ AUTOBODY

1]

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lic. #02313A

2210 Hamifton Blvd.
South Plainfield
New Jersey 07080

908-757-5100
Fax: 908-757-3105

that exceeded the budget. He did not
run nor did he hide.

Ms. Mruz and Jofte refer to the com-
pensation packages tor the staft and
suggested a comparison be made with

| the county. Here is that comparison:
561491, |
What do vou think they will spend this | _
| $50,954 and the state average is
| $50,544 as reported in the Star-Ledger

South Plainfield teachers® average sal-
ary is $59,094, the county average 1s

dated 2/5/05. Healthcare premiums
7,025 for
03/04 and are projected in proposal for
the 05/06 budget ar §5,622.446. This

| benefit covers hospital/medical, pre-

s¢ riptinn drug and dental at no cost to

| unpmu.\ This budget 1s not the first
| increase in 10 vears. The budget 10
| vears ago was $29941 171,
Line 3 and Jeff Seider, Line 1. They all |

and 05/
06 budu\t to be voted on is
$47.561.491 and this vear’s budget
was advertsed at $44.185.421. How
can vou say that this budget is the first
increase in 10 years? It's time to stop
the prmm of misinformation as your
letter does.

Remember the date: Tuesday, April 19.
Polls are open from 2-9 p.m. Be sure to
vote Carol Byrpe, Line 43 John
Markham, Line 3 and Jeff Seider, Line
.

FRANK A. MIKORSKI

To the Editor:

I read with interest the letters in last
week’s Observer. 1 can’t remember a
tme in the past 30 vears where the
“Letters to the Editor” took over two
pages of the paper. I think that this is,
in and by itself, an indicator that some-
thing is amiss.

The school budget issue needs a
look from a dxﬂqcnt perspective. I
submit the following:

The taxes in this town have gone
up about $500 from 1996 to 2003.
That’s total tax, municipal and school.
Not too bad. It started going down
the tubes in 2003. For the school year
2003/2004 budget, the tax levy

against the taxpavers in the town was

$31.839.972. For 2004,2005 1t was

| . . b .
up just shy of a million dollars. Now

for 2005/2006 it is pegged at
$37,347,987. That’s a whopping
$5,508,015 over the 2003/2004 bud-
get. If we average the increases over
three vears we get $1,836,005 per
vear. There are roughly 8,000 taxpay-
ing houscholds in South Plainfield.
That means vour taxes will go up
$§229. 50 per vear if this unrestrained
BOE is allowed to continue. Over a
10-vear period that's $2,290. That’s
one heck of a difference from the pre-
vious 10 vears. It's four times the
money. If you want a rough guideline
about the future budgets, figure for
every million dollars in budget in-
Creases, your taxes will go up $125.
That's at the 2005 tax rate. What will
the rate be in 10 vears down the road?
If you are a young tuml\ with a
u)uplL of kids at prudmol age, you
will be moving out of town before
they graduate the high school. You
won't be able to afford to live in the
town. It’s going to be tough raising a
family and have to look forward to
paying almost $3.000 more in taxes
than you are paying now. And that’s
just for the school system. You still
have sewer, mumupll and county
taxes to add on to those. If the raxes
are allowed to rise at that rate you will
have taxation without representation
because of an un-responsive BOE.

When the budget is up for the pub-
lic vote on April 19 please VOTE
NO. We will suffer pain in the short
term, but hopefully we will heal stron-
ger for the future. I would also urge
the voters to vote for non-sitting can-
didates, as the present board members
are not to be trusted. I voice this opin-
ion as a taxpayer who is not affiliated
with any teachers or BOE members.
I live in this town and would like some
answers on the issues that do not ap-
pear to be forthcoming.

ROBERT MESSER

To the Editor:

In response to Mr. Mruz and Jofte’s
letter to the editor last week, let me re-
ply by sayving that I don not run nor
hide. The facts are what they are as I
stated. I would suggest that the two of
vou practice w lnr vou preach to the
students of South Plainfield—*do vour
homework™ before being critic al of me
with your baseless facts.

The 2005/2006 budget is not the
first increase in 10 years, just check the
previous budgets. The budget docu-
ment put out by the district states 4.9%
for salary increase. Mrs. Jefferys, while
a sitting member of the board issued
many warnings of the financial crisis
as well as Mr. Mikorski from the floor.
This leads me toc as WHERE WERE
YOU TWO:

As for myself, during my term on
the board I was not aware of any fi-
nancial crisis as our obligations were
met, salaries were paid, buildings were
maintained, programs and positions
were added and at the end of every year
we had a surplus.

As far as the “sky is falling” com-
ment, I will respond that this is the
position you two as union leaders have
taken by rel aving half truths to the par-
ents and students of this district, such
as 45 kids to a class, special education
to be cut and whatever other gloom
and doom you can come up w ith. With
regard to l()()l\mg at things in proper
perspective this is what I see: the union
Jeadership sacrificing 14.8 employees,
if the budger passed, 35 if it doesn’t.
You ., as leaders of the SPEA, have the
power to save those jobs as this district
budget is at cap. What are you leaders
going to do so that the children, your
fellow employees and taxpayers are not
sacrificed?

On April 19 I ask the residents of
South Plainfield for your support n
clecting me to the Board of Education
w huab; the children will come first and
restoring fiscal responsibility to this dis-
trict will be accomplished.

JEFF SEIDER

118 Arlington Avenue

(Off Hamilton Blvd)

Friday & Saturday,
April 15 & 16
g am-o pm

Household items, clothes, trains,
military, toys, sports cards,
comic books, Beanie Babies, tools,
models and much more.

142 Clarke Avenue

(Off Park Avenue)

Friday & Saturday,
April 15 & 16
§ am-3 pm

Lots & lots of name brand men’s, women's
& childrens clothes, toys, exercise equip.,
household & much more!

(Rain dates Sat. Apr. 16 & Sun. Apr. 17)

Business and

COMPUTERS |

| CONTRACTORS |

Concerned About Computer
Virus Protection? Home Security?

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers
908-769-0709 _ el

» New Computers/Upgrades
« Hardware/Software Installations
* In Home Service

» Some Used Computers Available
! Cell: 732-423-3504
Email: stcomputers@comcast.net

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJ DCA LIC #019771
Since 1981
Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS * KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Office Renovations
| FREE ESTIMATES |

ﬁ

e o
DRESSLER

CONTRACTING

908-755-4247

KITCHENS, BATHS
& FINE CARPENTRY

FREE ESTIMATES

5 Years Professional Experience

—

[

[ EXCAVATING AND PAVING |
FCOT |

Fioschen Coutracting, Tuc.

_EXCAVATING & PAVING _
Driveways

LT Parking Lots
Bloc,k Howard Fischer
Curbing ParsenT

Ji'{Our S;;ecialgyij‘ (908) 757-2215

Walkway *Patios * Pavers * Concrete

-

LANDSCAPING

i

- ~ e )
- . = ’
L am?s c.:t.{fe%;'esign ( Lalaria LL/’/@é;f J&] Landscaping | | ROSS! LAWNCARE
2 /[//,gl SEOPn SOUTH PLAINFIELD Lawn Care & Snow Plowing
“From Concepts to Creation Your Landscapmg & 9 ST o Mnictminkos ' 0e Mulch < Stons » Sod = Edging
Complete Landscape Designer SOUTH PLAINFIELD S S o Tmming + Togsol
LANDSCAPING COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE 5 o x }‘1 : rimming < 1opsol
Lawm Maintenance - « LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS .5 e *i;““' LAWN
5 ‘% + SHRUB & TREE PRUNING pring/Fa
Paver Driveways, Leslie Chambers + HYDRO SEEDING & SOD CleanUps
Walks & Patios Telephone: (908) 977-1668 R e 908-757-5098
10% DISCOUNT Fax: (908) 757-5775 « BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS & WALKS Free Esumates %
WITH THIS AD + RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL Weitar iitvr Tilaes il Estimates
Fully Insured-All Work Guaranteed 4 '"I/’ /asured * - FREE ESTIMATES -
(908) 769-9698 v “Affordable and Reliable! » & 908 756 7272 ) 908-755-1438
[ PAVING/MASONRY P4 PLUMBER 1F REAL ESTATE |

—— 1

Parrios

CASELALT S MASCNEY

Specializing in All Types of
Bricr Pavies & Brock Wats
Masonry and Driveways,

Steps, Sidewalks, Walkways, Patios,
and Gutter Cleaning
Jack Barrios

(908) 753-1659

Call For
Free Estimalcs

T
wWARK ;/ )

DiIFRANCESCO
PAVING * MASONRY

Driveways ¢ Parking Lots
Steps « Walkways « Patios
Pavers « Concrete
Drainage * Water Proofing
——3RrD GENERATION——

908-668-8434

PLE L L L L L L I

| | ¥
[ | &
b %
BProfessional Plumbingll
B & Heating Inc. B

B (908)561-1941 1

South Plainfield, NJ

FRANK MCCARTHY

License #8741

\--------'

% Prudentlal

Rose REALTORS®

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resident
For Over 39 Years

‘)08 751 MQ() X”GUZ
Toll Free 800 370-2424
Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton(@att.net

L? Prudential Rose REALTORS]
6

Rose Marie Pelton

59 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Robert Publik
Realtor-Associate
Business:

(732) 549-9000 x 358

Evenings:
(908) 755-2709

E-Mail: hobp@comcast.net

Robert Publik

Orrices 1v N. Enisoy, WoonsrinGe, Corozia

2077 Oak Tree Road, Edison, NJ 08820
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HELP

Drivers

Drivers needed in South Plainfeld
for local runs.

* Home Daily

* Dedicated Route

* Top Pay & Benefits including in-
surance, 401(k), pd vacation and

holidays your 1st year and much
more!

Class A CDL with 1-year experi-
ence. Flatbed exp. required.

1-800-793-3754

~< o
C der
EOE. Drug Testing Is a condition of employement.

GREAT HOME BASED BUSINESS
opportunity in the mortgage industry
with unbelievable financial potential.
So. Plainfield resident (973) 801-5994.
LOOKING FOR EXPER. HEAVY
Equipment operator and landscape
foreman. Call Panzarella Contractors
at (908) 668-1470.

NEED PERSON W/ PAINTING AND
general handyman. Exp. needed. Valid
NJ license needed, must speak En-
glish. Call Tom at (908) 757-6640.
ASSOCIATES WANTED-LOOKING
for associates to give away free health
care products. Must have access to a tele-
phone and a computer. Exc. compensa-
tion plan. Work from home. For more
info, contact Tom at (908) 757-6640.

HELP WANTED P/T MORNING
hours and Saturday. Local ladies gym. No
exp. nec. Will train. Call (908) 756-9911.

Classifieds

Classified Rates: $15 for 3 lines (min.) $1 ea. add. line (10% disc. for 4 consecutive insertions)

/ANTED

LIFEGUARDS-GOOD PAY. POOLS
in East Brunswick & Bridgewater. All
certs. necessary. Call (908) 654-1080.

P/T TIME FACTORY HELP NEEDED
-South Plainfield. 20-30 hrs/wk. Flex
Hrs. No Exp Nec. Will Train. Filing/
Labeling/Boxing Bottles. Must be able
to work in fast paced environment.
8/hr. Please call (908) 377-5601.

RETAIL GARDEN MERCHANDISERS
& SUPERVISORS-Work w/wholesale
grower to create displays, maintain
plants & support sales in large retail
garden centers. Many locations avail.
People oriented, hardworking, multi-
tasking. Plant knowledge a plus. Car
& mobile phone req. Expenses reim-
bursed. Seasonal. (800) 288-8484 x208.
SERVERS-IMMEDIATE F/T POSITION
avail. Fine dining >q. Apply within.
Michael Anthony lTamilton Blvd.

_EMARKETING

$10.00 AN HOUR GUARANTEED!!
+ BONUS-Set up appointments. No
selling-no soliciting. #1 Company in the
industry. Good phone voice a must!!
Loads of extras! Located in South Plain-
field. 9-1+5-9 (6-9) available. Call Mel-

EMPLOYMENT/MERCHANDISER
TEMPORARY HELP NEEDED FOR A
rapidly growing retail merchandising, in-
stallation & construction services com-
pany. Merchandiser needed for short
term to setup new home improvement
stores. Duties include stocking shelves,
setting up displays. Day time 9-5. Drug/
bkg. screen required. Apply online:
www.questmerchandiser.com or call 1-
800-726-3404, x 305.

Please patronize our advertisers!

l

3

Professional Services

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

MATTRESS & BOX-A QUEEN SIZE
set, new ortho/plush in plastic, sacrifice
$100 -~ (732) 259-6690.

M‘\l TRESS SET-QU l‘l"\ PILL ()W
top, new w/ warranty. $135. Can De-
]nu (732) 259-6690.

BEDROOM SET-SLEIGH BhD
chest, dresser/mirror, n-stand. Value
$2400, sell $975. (732) 259-6690.
BED-QUEEN SET, VISCQ ELASTIC
Memory Foam, as seen on TV, still in
plastic. Value $1300, sell $370. Can de-
liver. (732) 259-6690.

DINING ROOM-BEAUTIFUL CHERRY
8 chairs, hutch & buffet. New in box.
Value $2900 sell $1575. Can deliver
(732) 259-6690.

¥
(3) 2005 GMC W3500 14' - $29,950

FOR SALE

2000 KEYSTONE MONTANA 27
Travel Trailer w/ one slideout. Exc.
Condition, less than 1k towing miles,
lots of extras. Best offer. Call (908) 754-
0544.

(moving). $600 or B/O. Call (908) 754-
4686.

FOR RENT
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT IN SO.
Plainfield. All inclusive. $1400/mo. Call
John or Peter @ Sherbans. (908) 755-
7427.

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING DEADLINE:
MONDAY, 5 PM

EDISON, NJ
ASK FOR TONY D.
800-899-5226 EXT. 110
908-380-4384 CELL
732-491-2152 FAX
GMC PROGRAMS

ALL W-SERIES
FINANCE
OR LEASE 4.9%

LIVING ROOM & DINING ROOM SET

2004/C4500
HUGE
$ REBATE

3.9% or
$ REBATE

2005/C4500

A

CONSULTANT

JIM WEAVER CONSULTANT
(908) 420-5702

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Quality Service—Roofing, siding, pav-
ing, seal coating, painting, industrial
and commercial. FREE estimates. Call
(201) 333-6305.

O et
. GARAGE
T SALE

|
I
| ads can be found
h on pages 10 & 14

| New 2004 and 2005 GMC T-SERIES

To advertise in the Business
& Professional Services

section, call 908-668-0010.

| FURNITURE REPAIRS | [

FURNTURE MEDIC

“the presc

HEALTH & WELLNESS

7aT(ang Health Center

| KITCHENS& BATH |

. e e e e . . .l . .

{ JUNK REMOVAL
WE TAKE

Preclsmn Massage, Acuprgssure, Reflexology = David M. Pelech
Furniture Repairs Acupuncture * Chinese Herbs * Facial A‘“H“G: Spr-ducsado
On_Site Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experience | Kitchens & Bath

Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.
Effective in treatment of various pains, symptoms and body needs.
Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-3pm

s our shox;v;oon‘ at
421 Cleveland Ave.

Any Item
Removed!

Scratches « Gouges + Pet Damage
Water Marks + Burns

Structural Repairs « Broken Joints Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available. Treat yourself Plainfield
l\ :"“‘(IU; R““m}';‘“f]"“ ke We accept credit cards and health insurance. at our three 4
iitchen Cabinets Refinishe Bt s B % 5 locations. - 3 : F-1REE § HANSSEM {908) 757-0300
1763 Lincoln Highway (Rt. 27) Edison *732-819-0058 ocations 2 s
And MUCH MORE! I Pt Rl et s S : A.J’S JUNK RE\IO\ r\L % 2 Fax:(908) 754-4299
3 * - r: i 9 229.4 31 . ;-\ o www.ampkiichens.com
(998) 755-8440 275 Rt. 18 South, East Brunswick +732-967-1300 : (908) 8 35, SALES TAX

| | MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE | | PAINTING [

| MASSAGE THERAPY

& Bullseye
INTERIOR SPECIALSTS

Quality Interior Painting

Free estimates, low prices

908-757-6640

Call today!
FIRST CUISS TRA VEL1

Your Concierge To The World ‘

CALL NOW FOR OUR |
SPRING SPECIALS!!!

KLK Trucking for:

Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield Mix,
Decorative & Crushed Stone

\ Sanding * Salting * Snowplowing
N-{ Roxanne Cortese.eo.cup, oMt - i :
~ Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 561-1511

By Appointment Only ”

Bullseye Services

We also do minor home repairs!

TRAVEL |

o& ]

| REAL ESTATE

Cemuu'2|

Moretti Realty

Put your trust in a Realtor

| |

ROOFING

| L

J.T. PENYAK
ROOFING CO.

- it Wasbing |

south Plainfield| (908) 753-1346 Evenings

& vicinlty Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com
225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

who can ger the most EV(.")’I] COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL ,h W/ “ |
money through  Sherwood RESIDENTIAL N 2 = | Bathroom & Kitchen Remodelin =
knowledge & experience! ~ Broker- \ | 9 ;
Associate 908-753-4222 1 908-754-2280 i
ootarain | Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313 FAX 908-753-4763 i |
|
J
|

124 CAMDEN AVE.

Fon all youn plissbing nceds ,
f

I .
! Lxcensed & Fully Insured ¢ Free Estimates

SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080
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Police Department Addresses Traffic Concerns at School

(Continued from page 1)
usage by parents.

‘Parking is prohibited within 50 feet
ot a STOP sign.

‘Parking is prohibited within 25 feet
of any intersection.

‘Parking is prohibited within 10 feet
of a fire hydrant.

‘Parking is prohibited in front of
any driveway.

‘When discharging or picking up
students, do not double park in the
roadwavs.

‘Parking or standing over a cross-
walk is prohibited.

‘Parking within 25 feet of a cross-
walk is prohibited.

-Parking on a sidewalk is prohib-
ited.

-Picking up or discharging students
is permitted only when a vehicle is le-
gally parked along a curb line or des-
ignated area. Stopping in the road-
way and picking up or discharging
passengers is illegal and dangerous.

It is our goal to have all motorists
voluntarily comply with ALL traffic
laws. However, we will take appro-
priate enforcement action when nec-
essary.

In an effort to reduce these prob-
lems, we offer the following sugges-
tions. Leave extra time in the mom-
ing and afternoon so that you can
park legally and obey all the traffic
laws. If your child is offered bus trans-
portation, utilize it. It is much more
efficient to park one vehicle carrying
54 students, than manage 54 vehicles
with one student each. Carpool or ride
share whenever possible.

As each school presents specific
problems, we are seeking to correct
the following problems at the listed
schools:

South Plainfield High School:
when utilizing the Lane Ave. parking
lot, do not pull into the lot and dis-
charge students while parked on the
crosswalks. Vehicles should be legally
parked in a marked parking space
when discharging or picking up stu-
dents. The curb area along the park-
ing lots is designated as a fire lane and
discharging or picking up students
while stopped along this area is pro-
hibited. On the Lake St. approach,
double-parking in the circle area and
school entrance to discharge students
is prohibited. Do not double park
behind vehicles in the staff parking
area.

South Plainfield Middle School:
parking or discharging students in the
bus loading zones on Lake Ave. is pro-
hibited. Double-parking on Lake St.
to discharge and pick up students is
prohibited and extremely dangerous.
Stopping or standing is prohibited
along the curb line along the school is
also prohibited.

Grant Elementary School: Parking
or discharging students in the bus-load-
ing zone on Cromwell Place is pro-
hibited. The parking lots on both sides
of the school shall be used to discharge
and pick up students.

Franklin School: Parking or dis-
charging students in the bus-loading
zone on Franklin Ave. is prohibited.
U-turns at the intersections of Franklin
Ave. and Gray Dr. are prohibited.

Kennedy School: Parking or dis-
charging students while parked in the
no parking zone on Norwood Ave. is
prohibited. Double-parking on
Norwood Ave. and discharging or
picking up students is prohibited and
extremely dangerous.

Riley School: Utilizing the senior
housing complex to park, discharge
or pick up students is prohibited. There
is no parking on Walter St. near the
school entrance. If your child enters/
exits the school via the rear doors, uti-
lize the parking lot on Walter St. near
Mildred St.

Roosevelt School: Parents are to
utilize the parking lot on Hamilton
Blvd. to discharge and pick up stu-

dents. Parents are to enter the lot and
discharge students near the curb line
adjacent to the old school. As this is a
designated Fire Lane, parking along
the curb line is prohibited. Parking is
still permitted on Evona Ave. Parking
is prohibited on Jackson Ave. between
Hamilton Blvd. and Garibaldi Ave.
While there are no restrictions pro-
hibiting left turns from the parking
lot on Hamilton Blvd., this turning
movement will be difficult at most
times. We are encouraging motorists
to exit the lot, making a right turn
onto Hamilton Blvd. and utilizing an
alternate route to travel south. -

For district students that walk to
school, this department will staff the
following locations with a crossing
guard. If vou wish to have vour chil-

dren cross a roadway where a crossing
guard is present, plan a route utilizing
the listed posts:

Plainfield Ave. at Maple Ave;
Plainfield Ave. at Lane Ave.; Plainfield
Ave. at Sampton Ave.; Plainfield Ave.
at Geary Dr.; Plainfield Ave. at Madi-
son Dr.; Clinton Ave. at Walnut St.;
Clinton Ave. at Franklin Ave.; Clinton
Ave. at Tompkins Ave.; Grant Ave. at
Franklin Ave.; Grant Ave. at Tompkins
Ave.; Franklin Ave. at Franklin School;
Maple Ave. at Front St.; Maple Ave.
at the Spring Lake Park Entrance;
Lakeview Ave. at Chambers St.; Park
Ave. at Chambers St.; Park Ave. at W.
Crescent Ave.; Park Ave. at Fairview
Ave.; Park Ave. at Clark Lane;
Norwood Ave. at Adams Ave.; S.
Plainfield Ave. at Norwood Ave.; S.

Plainfield Ave. at Joan St.; S. Plainfield
Ave. at.Sacred Heart Dr.; Sacred Heart
Dr. at Randolph Rd.; Cedarbrook
Ave. at Morris Ave.; Rahway Ave. at
Kenyon Ave.; Merchants Ave. at Freed
Pl.; Hamilton Blvd. at Montrose Ave.;
Hamilton Blvd. at Belmont Ave.;
Hamilton Blvd. at Evona Pl.;
Hamilton Blvd. at Jackson Ave. and
Cromwell PL. at Grant School.

The scheduled times for the posts
vary by locations; however, the sched-
uled start time for the morning hours
are either 7:15 a.m. or 7:30 a.m. and
concluding at 8:45 a.m. The times
for the afternoon also vary by loca-
tion but are generally staffed starting
from either 2 or 2:45 p.m. and con-
cluding at 3:45 p.m.

We ask for vour patience, under-

standing and cooperation as we con-
tinue to work with the school offi-
cials to make this a safe and enjoyable
year.

Respectfully, Sergeant Kevin Mur-
tagh, Traffic Safety Unit

RONALD D. KOSANOVICH
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
BRANCH MANAGER

Valley National Bank

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494
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WHAT DO YOU CALL A MIRACLE?
WE CALL IT THE CYBERKNIFE.

Virtual surgery that can treat even

inoperable tumors.

Imagine if you had an inoperable tumor. Now, imagine if that
same tumor could be treated quickly, painiessly, and effectively,
without even making an incision. That's the remarkable
technology behind the Cyberknife, which uses a combination of
robotics and sophisticated image-guidance technology to deliver
precisely targeted doses of radiation to hard-to-reach tumors in
the brain, spine and other parts of the body. And because it's
non-invasive, treatment with the Cyberknife means no hospital
stay, and less recovery time. Overlook is proud to be the only
hospital in the Northeast to offer Cyberknife treatment, along
with one of the largest Cyberknife teams in the country. Our
patients call the Cyberknife a miracle. We call it proof of our

commitment to your health.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580

or visit www.atlantichealth.org

VERLOOK

MOSFITAL




