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Bare Bones Budget Calls for Tax Increase
The South Plainfield Board ofEdu-

i.uion unveiled the2005/2006budget
Tuesday evening. The new budget, if
approved; will increase the school por-
tion of property taxes for the average
household by$375, or 32 points, it the
present ;a\ ratablcs remain the same.
This amount could go up or down,
depending on next year's ratablcs. Tlie
average household has an assessed
value of SI 17,300.

The board has obtained permis-

sion to utilize 8564,694 in unused
spending authority, known as a bank
cap, from their prior budget, which
helped to avoid possible massive staff'
cuts of 38.8 personnel. Despite this
increased spending, 14.8 staff cuts
were made, removing $800,000 from
the budget. The 2005/2006 budget
amount is 547,561,491, an increase
of 51,125,761 over last year. The
amount to be raised by property taxes
is 537,347,987. State aid will remain

the same for the third year.
According IO Interim Business

Administrator Bob Davis, the budget
increased by 2.4 percent. However,
that percentage is based on the ad-
liistrd 2004 2005 budget, not the
budget presented to voters last year.
Last year's budget of $44,185,421
was rejected and the council ait one
tax point before it was passed. The
adjusted budget after the audit was
actually S46,435,730. The tax levy

amount for fiscal year 2005/2006.
however, will increase by 13.8 percent
this year.

Ver\r little discussion and few ques-
tions tcx)k place before the vote was
taken. Only about 18 people were on
hand due to the inclement weather on
Tuesday. The public was not privy to
the actual budget details until after the
vote was taken and only total budget
numbers were available.

When Davis was asked if the voters
could be assured that the proposed
budget will not be subjected to the

numerous line item transfers that t<x>k
place on last year's budget, he said there-
is no guarantee. He added that there
are many variables, such as higher heat-
ing and utility costs, teachers retiring
and requiring a pay off of sick days and
any unforeseen circumstances which
might occur during the year. Over
the last year, more than 800 line item
transfers have taken place. Line item
transfers occur when money is moved
from a one account into another.

The budget allows for no extras, as
the surplus amount is only S4,000.

Armed Robbery at Ramada
Inn, Suspects at Large

Helping Eleanor Wascavage celebrate her last day as secretary to the police chief are (I to r) Ellie's son
Mark, son-in-law Scott, granddaughter Kerri and Jennifer, daughters Ellen and Sue and grandson Eric. Her
daughter-in-law Cindy, son-in-law Mark and granddaughters Allyson and Melissa were unable to attend.
(See page 3 for story.)

The Ramada Inn, located on Ham-
ilton Blvd., was robbed at gunpoint
over this past weekend by two men.

Police responded to the Ramada
Inn on Saturday morning after
receiving a panic alarm from the
manager.

An employee at the hotel told po-
lice he saw two men enter the front
door and jump over the counter.
One of the suspects displayed a silver
handgun and demanded. "Who
the money?"

The robbers removed an undeter-
mined amount of cash from the safe

and fled the area in a dark colored car,
possibly driven by a third person.

The r\v< > suspects were described as
a black male, 5'11" with a thin build,
wearing a black hooded jacket, black
ski mask, knit gloves and blue jeans,
and a black male, 5'6" wearing a
black "bubble" jacket, black ski mask,
gloves, blue jeans and Timberlinc

5, The weapon v
semi-automatic handgun.

Anyone with informati'
:itacr Det. Wendell Born of the

South Plainfield Criminal Investig-
ations Division at (908 226-~661.

Dr. Seuss's Birthday Celebrated in Schools

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Robert Rosado reads Seuss classics to Franklin School students (left), while Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan captivates listeners at Riley School (center) and
Kennedy School Principal Fred Oberkehr plays the part of "The Cat in the Hat" as he reads to students.

"Read Across America11 encourages reading throughout U.S. schools

Sacred Heart School student Mike
Muglia dressed up as the "Cat in the
Hat" and read Dr. Seuss books to pre-K
through second grade students.

Last week the elementary schools
celebrated the 101st birthday of The-
odor "Dr. Seuss" Ceisel on March 1.
And what better way to remember
Cieisel than spending the entire week
leading his books. The snow storm
last Monday closed schools on Tues-
day, but since the celebration was a
week-long affair, it just meant that
some readers had to be rescheduled.
The week-long celebration included
dozens of dignitaries, including an
assemblyman, council members,
members of the school administra-
tion, local business professionals
,m<.\ many parents, all of whom were
delighted to read their favorite books
to the students.

Each elementary school had their

own way of celebrating Dr.
birthday and Read Across America
week.

At Kennedy School, Principal Fred
Oberkehr dressed up as the Cat in
the 1 Lit and spent the day reading
to different grades throughout the
school. Asst. Superintendent Tony
Massaro dropped in and read to the
first grade classes.

Franklin School hosted Superin-
tendent Dr. Robert Rosado, who
read the Seuss classics (htrn Eqtisand
I lam and /';;; Notgoing to Get Up "to-
day to all the first graders. Afterward,
first grade teacher Laurie Ycncrucci
and teacher's aide Sue Hill cooked
up some "green eggs and ham" for
all of the students to try Over 100

students continued their celebration
of Dr. Seuss's birthday with an after
schcx)l reading session. The youths
sprawled out on blankets across the
gym floor and relaxed with their fa-
vorite Seuss Uxiks. They alternated
reading and exercising, as well as
enjoying birthday cake.

Sacred Heart School had the plea-
sure of having eighth grade student
Mike Muglia dress up as the Cat in
the Hat and spent the morning read-
ing Dr. Seuss Ixxiks to pre-K through
second grade students.

Roosevelt School hosted many
readers, including Police Chief John
Ferraro, Mvra Stillman, Ruth Fcr-
raro, kavc Crown, Mr. Falmini, Mis
rlajdukjMrs. Pkfcoff,Mrs. Foergensen,

Mrs. Madden. Mrs. Moslev. Anthony
Massaro, David Sanders and Mr.
Celcntano. The readers were escorted
by members of the Roosevelt Student
Council. They were Crystal Mytes,
Rina Bhalodi, Nick Brinks, Eric Burn-
ham, Dcirdrc Macchina, Kim Walsh,
lames Agee, Gerrarme Scarpitto, Zach
George, lade McDonnough, Danielle
Butrico and "Ion- Heilman.

Riley School Librarian Joanne
Orlowski had a week long line up
of guests who read to classes during
library time. Assemblyman Patrick
Diegnan, Police Chief John Ferraro,
Borough CFO dlenn Cullen, made
appearances as well as Riley Sch(x>l
personnel and BOF administrators.


