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Tiger Wrestlers Win State Championship!

The South Plainfield High School Tigers are the 2005 New Jersey State Group Ill Wrestling Champions.

Patnck Hunter celebrates after defeating Mlke Beradesco 21-6 to clinch the
Group Il Title.

By Bob Hunter

It seems like such a long time ago
that the wrestling season began and
the Tigers had set their hopes high
for another successful season. As the
dual meet season came to a close, the
undefeated Tigers now set their sights
on the sectional and state titles.

The magical mystery tour started
in December with the Tigers winning
the Morris Knolls tournament. They
crowned three champions at Hunter-
don Central Tournament and rolled
up impressive wins against Hunter-
don Central and powerhouse Kit-
tatinny, who was then the number one
ranked team in the state. Old Bridge
was the next Tiger victim before head-
ing into the GMC tournament, where
they won by almost 100 points. Then
they beat a strong High Point team
and rival Delaware Valley, both state-
ranked teams.

With the sectional playoffs ready to
begin, the Tigers looked to capture a
sectional title in North Jersey Section
2 before moving on to the Group 111
state championship round. First the

Tigers had to win in the semi-finals
of the sectionals, which they did easily,
by dcfcatini_‘ Livingston 47-17.

The victory over L 1vingston set up
the dmmpl()n\hlp match, with North
Hunterdon coming to town trying to
stop the unddc.\rui Tigers. But that
was not to be, as the”’ hgus rolled over
North Hunterdon 50-12 to win their
first sectional title since 2001 and a
spot in the Group III championships.
Standing in their way was High Point,
who gave the Tigers a difficult bout
the first time around, but the Tigers
came out ready and defeated High
Point 34-21, for the second time this
year. With the match starting at (112)
Blil\ Ashnault got the Tigers going
with a tech fall over Ryan Swarts
20-5. Jimmy Conroy (l 19) then
pinned John Scalise at 3:06 to give
them an 11-0 lead. Viet Vo (125),
who lost by tech-fall to Ryan F orlxd\
in the first match, was next and gave
Forbeck all he could handle before
dropping a 8-6 decision in overtime.
Nick Dorey (130) then got payback
from High Point’s Greg Martin, who
defeate d him in the earlier dual meet,

by scoring a 5-3 victory. Ed McCray
(135) followed with a major decision
15-2 victory over Connor Perdisatt.
Pete DeAndrea (140) then defeated
Lee Tisler by decision 8-4. Paul
Ritchey (145) then pinned Vin Gallo
at 1:35 to extend the Tiger lead. The
Tigers then dropped three close deci-
sions before Kevin Crilley (189) got
the Tigers back on track with a 15-6
major decision over Kasey Campbell.
Preston Johnson (215) appeared to
have Greg Borras pinned as the clock
ran down, burt it wasn’t enough as
Johnson came up short 7-6.

Patrick Hunter (103), wrestling in
the last match, avenged an earlier loss
to Gavin Tarsa by winning a 6-3 de-
cision. This set up a show down with a

very talented team from Ocean Twp.

As the time drew closer to the
3:30 p.m. starting time, some 300 of
the South Plainfield faithful who had
made the ride down the shore, poured
into the crowded Ritacco Center in
Toms River to witness possible history
in the making. It was about five years
ago to the day, on a cold snowy d.u n
Sussex County, that South Pl ainfield
won its first state championship by
defeating Kittatinny and the Tiger
faithful hoped history was on their
Those faithful included former
wrestlers from the great Tiger teams
of past vears like 1989, 1994 and
2000, former coaches Bill Pavlak and
Mike Buggey and South Plainfield’s
first state champion, Joe Lemmo. It
appeared as if all the great forces of
South Plainfield’s proud wrestling
history were coming together Sunday
afternoon to support and to witness
the present team, arguably the great-
est in school history, in its final and
greatest test. Would the Tigers step up
to the challenge that Ocean presented
them with?

The Ocean team, a
over Central Regional in the semi-

(Continued on page 12)

side.

39-20 winner

By Libby Barsky

Education awarded a Lease Pur-

$1,617,575 to Commerce Com-
mercial Leasing LLC during last
week’s board meeting.

In doing so, the Board has
increased the original amount
by $652,575.12 on top of the
$965,000 lease purchase financing
plan that uses district textbooks as
collateral for the loan—a method
the board is undertaking as a way to
cover the 2004/2005 budgct gap.

The additional amount of
$652.575.12 will be used to pur-
chase items that are needed in the
2005-2006 budget. They include
three new busses to replace busses
which will be 12 years old in July
(by law busses can’t be used after 12
years); two new boilers to replace
those at Franklin and Kennedy
elementary schools, 84 new fire
doors for South Plainfield High
School and the possible acquisition
of new science textbooks to replace
those thar are 10 vears old, accord-
ing to interim Board Secretary
Robert Davis.

The Apris Group, Ltd. served
as financial advisor to conduct the
competitive bidding. There were
five companies that responded
with Commerce Commercial Leas-
ing providing the lowest rate bids
at a blended rate of 4.11% over
five years. The total interest pay-

Board of Education Ups
Financing by $652,575

The South Plainfield Board of

chase Agreement in the amount of

ment will be $118.620.

There are two pieces of the
lease purchase arrangement—Part
A and Part B. The first part, Part
A, $965,000 has a taxable interest
rate of 4.75 percent. Davis said the
Part A rate is higher because it is an
arrangement covering the deficit in
the 2004-2005 budget.

The Board undertook this
method of financing in order to
maintain existing programs and
teaching positions. “We need the
financing to finish this year,” said
Board President Pio Pennisi. .

The second part of the Iease, or
Part B, is for next year’s purch
of the busses, boilers and fire doors
and the possible acquisition of new
books for K-12. Because

this is for new equipment, Part B is

science

tax exempt and its interest rate will

e 3.15 percent. This agreement
locks in both rates and gives the
blended rate of 4.11 percent over |
five years.

The Board is currently in the pro-
cess of establishing the 2005,2006
budget which must go to the State
by March 8.

“The amount of the payment
toward the lease loan has to be in-
cluded in the 2005,2006 budget. It
is part of the budget. If we were to
put these items—busses, fire doors
and boilers as capital projects in the |
budget for next year, we wouldn’t be |
able to do it. It would mean that we |
would have to cut $2.6 million from E}
next year’s budget,” said Pennisi. |
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Elderly Couple Found
Dead in Grant Ave. Home

At around 12:30 p.m. last Friday
afternoon, the South Plainfield Police
responded to the home of J. Oliver
and Evelyn Lindstrom at 1905 Grant
Ave., onl\ to find the couple had been
deceased for approximately a week.

According to Police Capt. Paul
Brembt, Mr. Lindstrom’s brother
contacted them when he hadn’t heard
from the couple in over a month.
Police walked around the house and
gained entry by breaking a glass in
the side door. Mr. Lindstrom, age
84, was found dead in his bed under
the covers in the back bedroom. His
wife, age 84, was found on the liv-
ing room floor. Mr. Lindstrom is
reported to have had diabetes and a
heart condition and his wife suffered
from Alzheimer’s.

There appeared to be nothing

suspicious about the deaths. Police
suspect that Mr. Lindstrom had
passed away in his sleep and the w ife
could not care for herself. Autopsies
are being performed; however, the
results will not be known for several
weeks.

PSE&G and the South Plainfield
Fire Department were called in to
determine if there was any detectable
carbon monoxide in the home and
found none.

Capt. Brembt also stated that they
are looking into some kind of call
system to dluk on elderly residents
in the borough.

The Lindstroms had been residents
of South Plainfield since the 1950's.

Complete obituaries and funeral
arrangements can be found on page
16.
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Borough Hall Council Chambers
Meets twice a month on the first and third Tuesday
Borough Hall Council Chambers « Questions? 908-226-7605

AR I8 i i st THODI. —adisai 8:00 p.m.

planningboard
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

March 8, March 22, April 12, April 26, May 10, May 24, June 14, June 28, July 5*, July
19*, Aug. 16*, Aug, 30*, Sept. 13, Sept. 27, Oct. 11, Oct. 25, Nov. 29*,
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zoning
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, *except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

March 10, March 24, April 14, April 28, May 12, May 26, June 99, June 23,
July 14, July 28, Aug. 11, Aug. 25, Sept. 8, Sept. 22, Oct. 13, Oct. 27, Nov. 10*,
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boardofeducationmeetings

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

March 8 and April 5

Regular Board Meeting Tuesdays at 8 p.m.— March 15 and April 12.

2004/2005 Budget Working Meetings—Feb. 28, March 3 and 7 at 7 p.m.—Introducing the Budget
on March 8 at 7 p.m.-Final Adoption of the Budget on March 29 at 8 p.m.

taxpayers

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Borough
Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplan

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.
March 15, April 19, May 17, June 21, July 19,

Aug. 16, Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15, Dec. 20.

recreation

Meets once a month on the last Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7716

March 22, April 26, May 24, June 28, Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 7 and Dec. 13.

environmenialcommission
Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7621

business y

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. » Questions? 908-757-8100

trafficsafety :

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room, Borough Hall (No Meeting in August)

boardofeducationcurriculum/technology meetings

Meets once a month on Mondays, (except where noted) at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor
conference room at Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.
(No meeting February) and March 21
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

INYOUROPINION

To the Editor:

The Knights of Columbus held a
Spaghetti Dinner at Sacred Heart Caf-
eteria on Feb. 5. We would like to
thank the following for their help in
making this dinner a success.

First, Ferraro Foods for their gen-
erous donations, Anthony and Sons
for the delicious bread, Tramontano
and Son for the salad, Nadia and
Guillermo Valencia for donating your
tume and talents in the kitchen and the
many Knights who donated their time.
Also thanks to the teens earning ser-
vice hours, who were very polite and
professional and the volunteer bakers
(the desserts were delicious).

We truly appreciate all your support.

SINCERELY,

JOSEPH SCRUDATO, GRAND
KNIGHT OF THE SOUTH
PLAINFIELD KNIGHTS OF
COLUMBUS

To the Editor:

I would like to make residents aware
of another problem with some of the
middle school students (and parents)
in town. Just like last weeks letter from
Eric Arnowitz of the Library Board,
some of these students are creating
problems at high school sporting
events.

I work as staff during football, bas-
ketball and wrestling home contests. I
have noticed over the past few years
that the behavior of some of these stu-
dents (notall) is becoming unruly. Take
last Thursday night as an example. It
was the wrestling state sectional final,
no school the next day, so plenty of
students headed to the match to “sup-
port their team!!!!” Not exactly. The
parents drop them off in carloads, hand
them $5 and leave. For the next three
hours they are out of the parents
hands.

Do they go in the gym and sit down
and watch the match? NO!!! They
‘hang’ in the hallways, then, when we
tell them to either go into the gym or
in the cafeteria, they head for the caf-
cteria. A few minutes later they are
running around and throwing food,
pushing fellow students on the chairs,
etc. We ask them to go into the gym
or go outside. This time they go out-
side. A few minutes later we hear of
some girls pushing each other around.
We get the police on duty to go out-
side. Five minutes later they are all back
in the hallway goofing around. This
goes on all night, not onge going into
the gym to watch. Occasionally we get
some kids talking back to us after we
ask them to leave, showing no respect
for us or administration. It’s great
when you ask a youn$ student to stop
doing something and they tell you
“you can’t do anything to me, my dad’s
a cop, or my mom works in the
school.” Yes, we have heard this many
times. Later that night we hear of an
cighth grader getting beat up by a
couple of ninth graders in the park.
And where are their parents? Home
relaxing with no kids to worry about.

[t’s probably the same kids from the
library!

Yes the town may need some place
for the kids to go and ‘hang out’ but
not at high school sporting events.
That admission price entitles you to
a seat in the gym. This also goes for
the parents who do come to the
game/match, but give their kids $5
and tell them not to get into trouble.
I have witnessed this first hand. We
are not a ‘babysitting service.” I have
a recommendation for the board for
next year’s events. Admission for
those students under 15 years of age
would be $15 without a parent and
$2 if accompanied by a parent. (I'm
not sure that would even work).

The next time you send your kids
to a game/match, try talking to them
or even better yet, come and watch
them.

CONCERNED,

NORM LOENSER

To the Editor,

At the Borough Council Meeting
held on Feb. 15, the council passed
by unanimous vote the ordinance to
change the Tingley Rubber site from
commercial to residential. This prop-
erty, which is owned by Jack Morris,
has been proposed to be developed
for age-restricted housing. The cur-
rent proposal calls for 484 units to be
built, which would bring approxi-
mately 1,000 more cars to the area.

Everyone I've spoken with in the
past 2%z years consistently complains
how South Plainfield is being over-

developed and the traffic is horren-

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Letters may be submitted to the Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080, or fax 908-668-8819
or by email: spobserver@comcast.net.
Deadline is Monday, 5 p.m. Letters must
be accompanied by a name and tele-
phone number for verification. Limit let-
ters to no more than 400 words. We
reserve the right to edit for clarity or length.
We reserve the right to limit the number
of letters submitted by one individual on
the same subject.

dous. Apparently the Borough Coun-
cil has turned a deaf ear. They all seem
to think that this site is a great place
to build age-restricted housing. Let’s
not confuse this with senior housing,
which the town desperately needs.

This is a major Democratic cam-
paign contributor looking to make
millions at our expense. During the
meeting someone questioned the in-
tegrity of the council and a few of them
became quite defensive. I feel that they
are honest and hard working people,
but I can see why this question arose.
If you check the record you will find
that their campaign contributors get
the no-bid contracts and the opportu-
nity to build a development of this
magnitude.

At the political debate last October
when the question of this development
arose, the Democratic candidates said
it was a non-issue and should not even
be discussed. Six weeks into their new
administration they pass the ordinance
change. Wow, things sure happen fast
or was it just another political ploy
until after election day?

RAY RUSNAK

Emergency Kosher Food
Pantry in Need of Food

Jewish Family and Vocational
Service’s Kosher Food Pantry, which
has provided emergency food pack-
ages to individuals and families in
need, now needs your help.

Due to the winter season, we now
find our pantry depleted of several
non-perishable staples. Please help fill
our shelves so we can continue to help
those who need us in the Middlesex
County community.

We need pasta/tomato sauces, jelly,
macaroni and cheese, coffee, tea, hot
and cold cereals, canned vegetables,
soups, tuna, sardines, salmon, non-

a1

Any Full Service Wash
$9.95 to $50.00

WEEKDAYS. NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH
ANY OTHER OFFER. EXPIRES 3/24/05

VOTED BEST OF THE BEST

TUES.-LADIES DAY UP TO
WED.-SENIORS DAY 25% OFF

750 Route 22 East

No. Plainfield - 908-226-0198

STONY BROOK CAR WASH

refrigerated juices and fruit bars or
granola bars.

Peanut butter and canned fruits are
particularly needed, as our shelves are
completely depleted of those items.

Other types of non-perishable
foods, such as packaged cheese/peanut
butter type crackers, pudding packs,
cake mixes, hot cocoa mix, rice or rice
type mixes (such as Near East), pasta
and soup mixes are welcome as well.

Kosher food items can be dropped
oft at our offices at 515 Plainfield Ave.,
Suite 201, Edison, NJ-—Monday
through Friday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Home of the
$50% Car Wash

But We Start At

$4.95

8-10am Special, Weekdays

Exterior, First Time FREE Wax
EXOTICS, LIMOS, BUS RENTALS
EXPERT DETAIL CENTER

L

You asked for it and we answered! Get the attention of every homeowner
in South Plainfield in the March 18 issue of the Observer ...
that’s 8,000 households and more than 21,000 residents.
The only better way would be going door to door.
To reserve space for this special issue, call 908-668-0010.

Deadline to reserve space is March 9.

Call early for best placement.
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Sacred Heart School and CCD students are ready to volunteer their
services at the Friday night Fish Fry held in the Sacred Heart cafeteria.
These volunteer students serve coffee and dessert and help keep

the cafeteria clean; all will a smile on their faces.

From the s;guth Plainfield Library

By Bruce Harger

Upcoming and ongoing programs—
There are two adult-related activities
coming up in the Library for which
participants must pre-register: Bernice
Krieger is presenting a “Handwriting
Analysis” workshop on Sunday, March
6, beginning at 2 p.m. (limited to 30).
And on March 7, Ronda Wisniewski
will lead two sessions of a “Make and
Take Craft — Paper Quilting” project;
10:30 to 11:30 am. or 7 to 8 p.m.
(there is a $1 materials fee for this
project).

Ms. Linda continues to offer
“Storytime & Craft” for children ages
three-plus on Tuesday mornings at
10:30 a.m., Wednesday evenings at
6:30 p.m. and Thursday afternoons at
1:15 p.m., as well as the ever-popular
“Books-n-Babies” program on Fridays
at 10:30 a.m. (except on the first Fri-
day of the month). Ms. Linda would
also like to remind all of the young at
heart to come and celebrate “Read
Across America Day” on Wednesday,
March 2. For those in “the know™ — it
always takes place on Dr. Seuss’ birth-
day. When was the last ime you had
Green Eggs and Ham?

If vou haven't already purchased
tickets for the “Basket Raffle” now is
the ame to come in and take a chance
on winning. The raffle will be held at
6 p.m. this Monday, Feb. 28. Tickets
arc only $1 and can be obtained at the
circulation desk during regular hours.

T T T

Correction

Incorrect information was given to |
the Observer regarding the Jan. 31 |
fire on Maple Ave. The correct |
address is number 1119, the home !
of Harold (Red) and Adele Boyton, |
who resided with their adult son. |
Mrs. Boyton was taken to JFK Medical
Center in Edison for treatment of |
smoke inhalation. Mr. Boyton is |
currently in JFK Medical Center |
suffering from congestive heart |
failure due to stress from the |
incident. The family is currently rent- |
|ing an apartment at Woodland!
i Manor in South Plainfield. We
apologize for inaccurately reporting

L the |nC|dent

J

Tiax information available in the Li-
brary—It’s that time of year again! No,
not spring... at least, not yet. But it is
time to roll up your sleeves and get
out the calculator to do your taxes.
There are several resources available at
the library to assist you in preparing
your taxes, but please don’t ask the li-
brary staff to fill out your tax form.
There are reproducible copies of Fed-
eral and State tax forms and instruc-
tions in Ready Reference at the desk,
as well as one copy of IRS publication
17 (Your Federal Income Tax for Indi-
viduals) and IRS publication 1194-B
(Business Taxpayer Information Publica-
tions). On the New Books shelves, you
will find four additional circulating
copies of IRS publication 17 and two
copies of |.K. Lasser’s Your Income Tax
2005 edition. Lasser’s includes repro-
ducible tax forms and tips for filing
online. For the computer-able there is
always access-to wwwi.irs.gov, a truly
“user-friendly” website presenting in-
stant access to instructions and
downloadable forms. The TRS also
offers a “Frequently Asked Questions™
file searchable by categories and sub-
ject keywords. With a little time at the
computer you can learn a lot about the
intricacies of our tax laws. If all else
fails and you are unable to get the in-
formation you need at the Library
there is always the IRS’ toll free assis-
tance lines: (800) 829-1040 (for indi-
viduals) and (800) 829-4933 (for busi-
ness tax questions).

The Library currently has copies of
the NJ State 1040 (for residents and
non-residents) available for distribu-
tion, and some (but not all) of the
forms for filing your Federal Income
Tax. As a general rule of thumb, if you
don’t see the forms you need on dis-
play, you may be able to access and
download copies from the internet or
make copies from the reproducible
forms available at the Reference Desk.
It’s a good idea to know what you need
before you come to the Library in or-
der to save yourself some time and
aggravation running back and forth.
Here’s wishing you all the best in the
weeks ahead!

Physical Therapy Center
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of South Plainfield

* Orthopedic Rehabilitation « TMJ
* Back & Neck Pain

* Most Insurance Plans Welcome
* Most HMO’s / PPQO’s Accepted

* Medicare Approved

Serving Union And Middlesex Counties For Over 15 Years
Lynne Glasser-Sward P.T. Lic# QA02309

(908)668-1951

1110 Hamilton Blvd.

e South Plainfield

Cub Scouts Celebrate Scout Sabbath
And Earn Religious Medals

Scout Sabbath, Feb. 6,1s a day when
Boy and Cub Scouts 1mund the na-
tion celebrate their religion. On this
day at Sacred Heart Parish, scouts
showed their reverence by wearing
their uniforms to mass.

Scouts from John E. Riley Pack 224
worked hard to earn the religious em-
blems of their level. To earn the medal,
the boys, with required help from their
parents, cnmplctcd a series of steps
outlined in either the Light of Christ
or Parvuli Dei Activity Booklets. The
steps included learning about families,
God’s Call, the Eucharist, forgiveness
and Family of God and much more.
After completing the steps, the boys
met with either Father Alvarado or Fa-
ther Lambert to review what they
learned. Once this was complete, they
applied for the medal from the Catho-
lic Committee on scouting. Religious
awards programs keep with the reli-
gious principle of the Boy Scouts of
America. The programs make every
effort to strengthen scouts in their re-

Cub scouts Christopher Markey, Trevor Abood, John O’Sullivan, Frank
Ferraro and James Markey. Not pictured are Anthony Santone and Daniel

Pechecco.

ligious obligations. It also is an exer-
cise in personal growth.

Tiger Scout Trevor Abood, along
with Wolf Scouts James Markey, John

Curves Supports Communities
Nationwide with Annual Food Drive

Curves 30 Minute Fitness and
Weight Loss Center in South Plainfield
will be joining the Curves International
Inc. “Curves Food Drive” to benefit
local food banks.

Last vear, the Curves food drive
collected over 4,000 tons of food for
local communities.

Anyone joining Curves the week of
March 7 may bring a bag of groceries
and have the normal service fee waived.
Anyone may drop off non-perishable
food items at Curves Monday through
Friday during business hours during
the month of March.

“The Curves Food Drive promo-

News from the
Suburban
Woman’s Club

The March meeting of the South
Plainfield Suburban Woman’s Club
will be held on Thursday, March 3
at 2 p.m. at the American Legion
Hall on Oak Tree Ave.

The program will feature Joanne
Murset speaking on “Leave a
Legacy.” She will demonstrate vari-
ous decorating techniques one might
use in scrapbooking today’s pictures
for tomorrow’s memories.

Visitors are always welcomed. For
further information concerning this
program or club membership, please
call (908) 757-3527. ]

tion allows us, the franchisees, to help
more women reach their fitness goals,
while giving back to the community
simultaneously,” explained Jerri and
Elissa, the owners of the South
Plainfield club.

With over 8,000 locations world-
wide, Curves is the world’s largest fit-
ness franchise and the fastest growing
franchise in history. Currently, Curves
helps over four million women realize
their fitness and weight loss goals ev-
ery day.

Curves is located at 27 South

“Plainfield Ave. in South Plainfield. "~

O’Sullivan, Anthony Santone, Daniel
Pechecco and Frank Ferraro earned
their Light Of Christ. Webelos Scout
Christopher Markey earned his
Parvuli Dei, the second emblem in
the Catholic Emblem series. For a
scout this is a big deal. The Religious
emblem and the Arrow of Light are
the only Cub Scout awards that can
be displayed on a Boy Scout uniform
as they move from Cub to Boy Scouts.
The pendants or emblems are
awarded by the related religious
groups. They are not a scouting rec-
ments for eamning its emblem. Most call
for religious knowledge and service.
Duty to God is a fundamental prin-
ciple of scouting. It is a pledge to
which every Tiger Cub, Cub Scourt,
Boy Scout, Varsity Scout, Explorer
and scout leader is committed to as a
member of the Boy Scout movement.

oo Subpuisted by Marie Maecy

BOE Announces School
Budget Meeting for 2005-2006

The South Plainfield Board of Edu-
cation has announced several meetings
they will be holding during the next
month concerning the 2005/2006
school budget.

The board will hold budget work-
ing sessions on Feb. 28, March 3 and
7, all starting at 7 p.m. Since these are
working sessions, no public comments
will be taken.

The board will be introducing and
adopting the 2005/2006 budget at a
meeting on Tuesday, March 8 at 7 p.m.

A special business meeting will be
held on Tuc‘sdn_\; March 29 at 8 p.m.
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to formally adopt the 2005/06 Bud-
get.

All meetings take place in the gym-
nasium at the Roosevelt Administra-
ton Building on Jackson Ave.

1

Kindergarten Enrollment
Set for March and April

Kindergarten enrollment in the
South Plainfield School District for
the 2005/2006 school year will be
held during the months of March
and April, 2005. Kindergarten en-
rollment packets are available in the
Registrar’s Office, located at the
Roosevelt Administration Building,
125 Jackson Ave.

Rt
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Pilgrim Covenant
Pians Art Auction
February 25

Pilgrim Covenant Church is spon-
soring an Art Auction on Friday, Feb.
25, to benefit its Church BlllldHL o Fund.
Tickets cost $5 per person. A preview of
the art selections at 7 p.m. and auc-
ton starts at 8 p.m. in the church on
Park Ave. There will be hors d’ocuvres,
coffee, cake and a raffle.

For tckets and information, call
(908) 756-4879.

Sons of American
Legion Spaghetti Dinner
February 26

The Sons of the American Legion
Squadron #243 will hold a spwhcm
dinner on Saturday, Feb. 26 from 4 to
8 p.m. at American Legion Post lo-
cated on Oak Tree Ave.

Cost for adults 1s $7, children un-
der 12 are $5 or free if under six. There
will be a cash bar. Tickets are available
at the door. Proceeds benefit the vari-
ous charities and community organi-
zatons that the legion supports.

‘Breakfast and a Book’
Program at Library

February 26

The library will present the program
“Breakfast and a Book™ on Saturday,
Feb. 26, at 10 a.m.

The program will feature a dramatic
presentation of the book, What Planet
Avre You From, Clarice Bean?, followed
by a discussion period. The program
is for children ages six to 10 and is pre-
sented free of charge. Space is limited,
SO pre-registration is required.

For more information, call (908)
754-7885.

Eleanor Roosevelt
Program at Library
February 27

The library will host the program
“Eleanor Roosevelt” on Sunday, Feb.
27,at2 p.m.

Rene Goodwin will appear in the
role of Eleanor Roosevelt, followed by
questions from the audience. There is
no admission charge and no pre-regis-
tration is required. The program is spon-
sored by the SP Historical Society.

For information visit their website
at www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us.

VFW Breakfast
March 6

VEFW Post #6763 will hold a break-
fast on Sunday, March 6 from 8 a.m
to 11 a.m. The VFW is located on
Front St. Proceeds benefit VA Hospi-
tal in

Send-Off Mission at
Wesley Methodist

March 6

Wesley Methodist Church invites
you to attend the send-off of the Mis-
sion Volunteers to Tsunami victims in

Lyons. All are welcome.

India on Sunday, March 6 at 12 noon. |

Around Town

Events

South Plainfield Observer, | 110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite |B
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

or fax (908) 668-8819
email: spobserver@comcast.net

What'’s
happening in

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

Senior Center

EVENTS

FEB/MAHBH The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 AM-12:30 PM—CREATIVE PAINTING 10AM

MONDAY

UPCQMING
E

Kniting/Crocheting 28 Bingo 10am-2pm
Ladies Social 10am

9:30-11:30am
Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class 11:30am

The service will include lighting me-
morial candles for the 165,000 who
perished in 12 countries.

Paper Quilting
Program at Library

March 7

A craft program featuring “paper
quilting” will be held at South Plain-
field Library on Monday, March 7 at
10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m.

“Practical Crafting” instructor Ron-
da Wisniewski will lead the class. Par-
tcipants may sign up for either the
morning or evening session and are
requested to bring a pair of scissors and a
roll of transparent tape. Space is limited,
SO pre-registration is required. A materi-
als fee of $2 payable at registration.

South Plainfield Library is located
in the South Plainfield Municipal
Complex on Plainfield Ave. For more
information, please call (908) 754-
7885, or visit the Library’s website at
www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us.

AARP Safe Drivers
Courses
March 10 & 11, 12 & 19

The South Plainfield Chapter of
AARP is holding two separate Safe
Drivers courses, completion of which
gives a three-year discount on auto-
mobile insurance, as well as a reduc-
tion of two points, if acquired.

The first course will be held on
Thursday and Friday, March 10 and 11,
9 am. to 1 p.m. at the Piscataway
Kennedy I 1brar\ ‘The second course is
Sarurdzn March 12 and 19, at Muhlen-
berg Hosplta from 9 am. to 1 p.m.
You must complete both sessions to re-
ceive certification. There is no age restric-

tion. Fee is $10. Call Mary at (732)

752-3764 to register.

High School Annual

Auction/Raffle
March 12

South Plainfield High School is
holding their annual Auction/Raffle on
Saturday, March 12. This year we have
a laptop computer, Club Med trip, 32”
TV, gas grill, Broadway tickets,- Yan-
kees basket, an iPod, 1lar§:,L assortment
of gift certificates, theme baskets and
much more. Tickets are for $10. Or-
der quickly; tickets sell out every year.
Profits pm\idg Project Graduation
Class of 2005, along with a number
of scholarships to deserving seniors.

Call Pat Anderson (756-6512) or
Ellen Melanson (756-3731). No one
under 18 will be admitted. Come out

TUESDAY

February 24... Lifeline Screening

March 7... Best of Branson at
Hunterdon Hills

April 7... Oklahoma at NJPAC

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Weekly Shopping 24
Pathmark 9am

Practical Crafts 10am
Computer Class 11 & 1pm
Lifeline Screening

Bingo 10am-2pm 25
Pizza lunch
available

Exercise 8:30am 2
Line Dancing 1Cam
AARP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class 10 am
11:30 am, 1 pm

and support our graduating seniors.

Knights Annual St.
Patrick’s Day Party

March 19

The South Plainfield Knights of Co-
lumbus will be holding their annual
St. Patrick’s Day Party. The event takes
place on Saturday, March 19 at the
Knights Hall at 334 Hamilton Blvd.
from 8 to 12 p.m. The cost of $20 per
person includes a corn beef and cab-
bage dinner, an open bar (beer, wine
and soda) and a DJ, who will play clas-
sic Irish music.

Contact Jim Shea at (908) 756-
0478 or (908) 755-6203 for tickets.
Seats are limited.

SPHS Music Boosters
Trip to Atlantic City
April 2

The SPHS Music Boosters are spon-
soring a bus trip to Atlannc City on
Saturday, April 2. The bus leaves the
South Plamﬁcld High School parking
lot by the gym at 9 a.m. and returns
approx1matclv 8 p.m. The cost is $30
with a cash back of"SIS per person
from the casino.

For information or to reserve your
seat, call Julie at (908) 791-0294.

Beach Boys’ Revival
April 3

Good vibrations are back! South
Plainfield Recreation is sponsoring a
trip to see “Beach Boys’ Revival” on
Sunday, April 3. Cost is $90. Great
seats! Bus leaves the PAL at 11 a.m.

and returns at 6 p.m. Purchase tickets
at the PAL.

— Out of Town —

“Strictly Business”
Breakfast
February 25

The First Annual “Strictly Business”
Breakfast will honor businesses that
contribute to the health and growth
of the region’s economy through a
commitment to workforce develop-
ment on Friday, Feb. 25, 7:45-9:15
a.m. at the Clarion Hotel, 2055 Lin-
coln Highway, Edison. For more in-
formation, please contact Lisa Fiore
at JEVS, (732) 777-1940.

Pat Cooper at
Hunterdon Hills
February 25-28

Pat Cooper will be appearing in

Weekly Shopping 3
Pathmark 9am

Practical Crafts 10am
Computer Class

11am & 1pm

Bingo 10am-2pm 4
Pizza lunch
available

concert at Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
Feb. 25 through 28.

For reservations call (800) 447
7313 or (908) 730-8007.

25th Annual Doll Show
February 26

The 25th Annual Doll and Teddy
Bear Show will be held at the Somerset
County 4-H Center, Milltown Rd. in
Bridgewater on Saturday, Feb. 26 from
10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Admission is $3.50.

For further information, call Deb
Metting at (609) 466-8005 or email
at mettin; rahoo.com.

‘Alive with the Sound
of Music”
February 27
The Edison Arts Society “Alive with
the Sound of Music,” will feature con-
cert with the von Trapp children and
the Edison Symphony Orchestra on
Sunday, Feb. 27, starting at 2 p.m. at
the State Theatre in New Brunswick.
Tickets can be purchased by calling
(732) 346-7469.

A Celebration of
Indian Rhythm

February 27

On Sunday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m.,
Middlesex County Cultural and Hm
tage Commission presents A Celebra-
tion of Indian Rhythm: Dhol &
Bhangra, at J. P. Stevens High School,
855 Grove Ave. in Edison.

A Celebration of Indian Rhythm is
offered free of charge; however, regis-

* Mayor and Council

* Recreation
* Youth Activities
« Senior Corner

* Civic Organizations

Log ou; io the’

Borough of South Plainfield’s
official web site at
southplainfieldnj.com
Visit your community web site for the latest local news on

* Planning Board & Board of Adjustment Agendas
* Police - Fire - Rescue Squad

* Professional & Business Directory
* Community Bulletin Board

* Election Results and more

Advertise your business and support on
South Plainfield’s own web site
For rates or information email at: southplainfieldnj.com
Or call 908-226-7656

tration is required as space is limited.
If you would like to attend, call (732)
745-4489.

Adoption Support
Meeting

February 28

“The Lifelong Impact of Adoption
on Everyone Involved” will be led by
Hollee McGinnis, Policy Director of
New York City’s Evan B. Donaldson
Adoption Institute at the CHATS
(Connected Hearts Adoption Triad
Support) meeting at 7:15 t0 9:15 p.m.
on Monday, Feb. 28 at Watchung Av-
enue Presbyterian Church in North
Plainfield. Open sharing of adoption-
related stories; light refreshments.

Call Alyce at (732) 227-0607 for
more information.

Woodbridge WOW'’s
March 2

The Woodbridge Area Chapter of
Widows or Widowers (WOWs) will
hold a business meeting and social
hour on Wednesday, March 2 at 7 p.m.
in the Main Public Library on Amboy
Ave. in Woodbridge. Light refresh-
ments will be served. For information,
call (732) 297-1775.

Irish Renaissance

Man Returns
March 2

The Middlesex County Cultural and -
Heritage Commission and the Folklife
Program for New Jersey welcome the
return of musician and vocalist Mick
Moloney to Middlesex County for the
11th year. The Irish Renaissance Man
returns Wednesday, March 2 at 7 p.m.
at the E. Brunswick Vocational High
School on Rues Lane.

To attend this Folklife program, call
(732) 745-4489.

Rutgers Offers Divorce
Mediation Seminar
March 1-May 17

Rutgers University’s School of So-
cial Work, Center for Children and
Families, is offering a 40-hour Divorce
Mediation Seminar to train profession-
als in the divorce mediation process.
The seminar will be held from 6-9:30
p.m. every Tuesday evening from
March 1 through May 17 in the School
of Social Work’s Continuing Educa-
tion building on the Piscataway Cam-
pus.

For more information on enroll-
ment, please call (732) 445-3178 ext.
152,
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Engine City Technical Institute students were awarded scholarships during ceremonies held recently.

Engine City Students Awarded Scholarps

Engine City, located on Hadley
Blvd. held a prLlAl ceremony rcund}
to award scholarships to a talented
group of students who attend the
Technical Institute. The event was at-
tended by representatives of the com-
panies awarding the scholarships as
well as the families of the students.

Some of the scholarships were
awarded by companies who intend to
hire the students upon their gradua-
tion. The monetary scholarships will
help cover their tuition fees while at-
tending the school. The students are
all outstanding academically, most
with 3.5 to 4.0 grade point averages.

* Don Kasper, school director and
Tim O’Connor, director of training
from Engine City Technical Institute
presented Vernal Sundlangi of South
Plainfield High School with a }2-paid
scholarship; John Kenney of Warren
Hills High School with a V4-paid tu-
ition scholarship and to Brian Avila of
()mnu 'Ulster B.O.C.E.S. in Goshen,

Lenten Concert
Series at First
Presbyterian

The First Presbyterian Church of

Metuchen will present a series of con-
certs to celebrate the Lenten Season.
The concerts, held each Wednesday
from noon untl 12:30 p.m., will run
through March 16. Each will feature a
different musical performance.

The entire concert series is free and
open to the public.

Concert series dates and performers
are: March 2-Sandy Slobodien, Mezzo
S()pr:mo; March 9-Brenda Day; Organ-
ist and March 16-Concord Bell Ringers.

NY a Y;-paid tuition scholarship.

* Robert Day representing Campbell
Freightliner of Edison awarded a
$2,000 scholarship to Peter Haenchen
of Belleville High School.

* Bill Connolly and Ceil Mueller
representing Foley Caterpillar of Pisca-
taway awarded S’ 000 scholarships to
Andre Knuth of Middlesex County
College and Joseph Moffitt of W Aallkill
Valley High School.

* Michael Petershun from Old Do-
minion of Jersey City awarded a
$3,000 scholarship to Carlos Robalino
of Kearny High School.

* Ron Garber from Giles &

Don Kasper and Tim O’Connor of Engine City awarded scholarships to
students Vernal Sudlangi and John Kenney. ‘1

Ransome Caterpillar of Bensalem, Pa.
awarded $2,000 scholarships to Gary

Petrizzo of Key: port High School and
Michael Sutton of \hrlhom High |
School.

* The Edward W. Pawluk, Sr. Me- |
morial Scholarship, offered by the NJ |
Equipment Managers .Council of |
America awarded scholarships of
$1,000 to Gary Petrizzo of Keyport
High School and Brian Avila of Or-
ange/Ulster B.O.C.E.S., Goshen, NY.
Also $500 scholarships went to Andre
Knuth of Middlesex County College
and Brian Konopka of West Orange |
High School. ;
|

English to Stay on at Recreation

Mike English has agreed to stay on
for five more years as Recreation Di-
rector, much to the dclighr of the
members of the Recreation Commis-
sion. English had announced that he

It’s Time To Go Girl!

REGISTRATION

Call for your reservation today!

e Designed for Women

e Full-Body Workout in 30 Minutes

e Fast, Safe, Simple

e All Ages and Fitness Levels

e Low Monthly Dues
e Heart Smart Facility

www.ladiesworkoutexpress.com

S. PLAINFIELD e 908 796-9911

Oak Tree Busmess CGnter 902 Oaktee Road

would be retiring this year and a search
for his replacement had begun.

It soon became apparent to those
on the search commttee that finding
a replacement for English would be
difficult. English was approached and |
asked to stay on and he agreed if the ‘
commission would hire an assistant to |
help with the work load. The assistant f
would be trained and upon English’s
retirement, take over the job.

The job was posted a few weeks ago
and interviews should be taking place
in the near future.

Br‘.ghteQ up someone's day 1
with'a gourmet gift basket ’

2325 Plainfield Ave.

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

] —

i (908) 561-2808 |
S Corporate Accounts Welcome

Worship

A guide to local houses of worship

Pilgrim Covenant Church
3121 Park Avenue
Reverend Arnold R. Bolin, interim pastor
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, 10: 30 a. m., Bible Study at parsonage
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m., l’ra\cr 7:30 p.m., Bible Study

*

Pilgrim Covenant Learning Center
Phone (908) 756-4879—Church (908) 756-2474—Parsonage (908) 754-0768

¥

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
3145 Park Ave. (908) 757-4474.
Reverend Richard ]. Kiesling, Pastor
Sunday worship 10:30 a.m. with Holy Communion celebrated weekly
Rdmr)us Education and Adult Bible Class is at 9:15 a.m.
l)mmg Lent, Wednesday night services at 7:30 p.m.,
preceded by an ()pmmal 6: 30 p.m. Soup Supper

St. Stephens also offers a Christian Martial Arts Program open to the com-
munity free of charge. This is held normally on Wednesday evenings, but dur-
ing Lent it is on l'hursda\ evenings. Ages 49 at 6:30 p-m. and 10-teens 7:30
p-m. Call the church office for more details on that program.

e
Sacred Heart Church
149 South Plainfield Avenue
(908) 756-0633-www.ChurchoftheSacredHeart.net/
Rev. Jolm P Abvarado, Pastor
Weekend Masses-Saturday Vigil 5 p.m., Sunday 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
Daily Massu—Monda\ 7 p.m., rucsda\ 9 a.m., Wednesday 9 a.m.,
Thursday 7 p.m., Friday 9 a.m. ‘and ‘§aturda\ 9a.m.
Holy Days: 9 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Eucharistic Adoration: Monday 3 p.m. (Divine Mercy Chapel)-7 p.m.
Miraculous Medal Novena: Monday 6:45 p.m. with Benediction and
Saturday following 9 a.m. Mass

Fish dinners every Friday during Lent are held in the cafetenia from 5'to 7
p.m., sponsored by Saint Vincent de Paul and members of the South Plainfield
nghts of Columbus.

Lenten Mission—March 6 throusgh 9— Preacher and Director Rev. Paul Ruttle,
CP will hold the Lenten Mission. Mission services begin at 7:30 p.m. and are
not masses. Themes for the four evenings will be listening, compassion, for-
giveness, journey and faith. Mark your calendars and invite others to join this
parish event.

x
Wesley Methodist Church
1500 Plainfield Ave.
Contact Pastor Thompson at (908) 757-2838 or (908) 756-1044 for any spiritual umi\

During the Lenten season celebrate five weeks of Lenten Love during
and 10 a.m. worship services. This concludes with a Vig
March 19 from 9 a.m. untl 4 p.m. and is open to all friends, gu
bers of Wesley Church.

Welcome in Christ on Palm Sunday March 20 and know the glory of Christ
on Easter Sunday, March 27. Worship begins at 9 and 10:30 a.m. omes. It is
our prayer to see you there.

Wesley Five Weeks Of Lenten Love—As Christians we are thankful for God’s
amazing grace and love. God wants us to enrich our lives by passing on this love
to others. Wesley Church encourages you to reach out to those in need of His
love during the five weeks of Lent. Each week a different area of love will be
mlph.mzcd.

February 27 Love and Gifis—There are many kinds of gifts, store-bought or
handmade. Gifts of kindness and compassion are some of the greatest gifts that
God shows us how to give. Show God’s love with a gm that comes from your
heart to those who have immediate needs.

Our Lady Of Czestochowa
R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Flainfield

MASS SCHEDULE

Daily at 8am except H‘i'dm'sdm's
(908) 756-1 333

raculous Medal Novena f

lowed by Mass

of the Blessed Sacr til roam |

Weekend Schedule: Saturday eve nings 5:3opm |
{

Sunday nwnunq~ Sam and 11am |
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© Pamper Yourselfin Our Newly ©
© Redecorated Full Service Salon 9@

hot towels, steam, peel, extraction, manicure, complete with hand and e

Q massage of the face, decollete & mask- arm massage or a “Paraffin Dip" ?O
customized to the client's needs | } and regular manicure...$16
@ |_ $50. no hidden costs. Call for appt. | | _Seniors $15 + Paraffin Dip Only-s7 | ¢
“The Carousel Pedi”

=
® Call for details. -

307 Oak Tree dve. @
908-668-8397 @
D Coming Soon: ¢ @
© MASSAGE %%t o
COOSOOOETETIETITISTETSSIOOO

“The Carousel Facial” F‘The Carousel Manicure”
Includes skin analysis, cleansing, | Choose from either the “Hot Qil”

< ore always freated like one or ALSO AVAILABLE...

Ny
o>

Carondel

Aoy

Flexible hours to suit your needs,
Wednesday-Saturday
Closed Sun, Mon & Tuesday
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Cedar Oaks Opens Oak Garden Room;
New Sensory Room Beneﬁc1al to Patients

(Adar Oaks Care Center, located on
Durham Ave., recently held a ribbon
cutting at their newly decorated Oak
Garden room. The big room is located
on the first floor in the center of the
patents rooms. It was designed with
soothing colors and patterns so that
patients can walk out of their rooms
and meet other patients or just relax
and read a book.

Cedar Oaks has also introduced a
new innovative approach to patients
who suffer from: dementia, Alzheimers
Disease or just plain stress.

According to Morris Wiesel, admin-
istrator, the newly opened sensory
room is a quiet, peaceful space which
contains objects that can be seen and
touched. The room contains a variety
of visual objects, most of them fiber
optics, which have movements thatare
mesmerizing. There are also objects
projected on the walls and ceilings
which have movement, such as fish
and clouds. Lightng in the room is
kept very low, so the objects are more
visible.

Patients are brought into the room
for two to four hours so they can ex-
perience the peaceful, simulating at-
mosphere as their brains take in the
subtle movement of the objects.

This new innovative sensory room
is one of the first created in New Jer-
sey and the results have been phenom-
enal. Not only do the patients seem to
be calmer, they sleep better at night
and the staff has reports they are less
likely to be angry; aggravated or cause
problems with other patients and
nurses.

Patients suffering from Alzheimers
Disease and dementia become bored
because they spend the day sitting
around all day long. This causes them
to be irritable and they do not sleep

Cedar Oaks Administrator Morris Wiesel and Social Services Diretr

Vicki Sals cut the ribbon to the new Oak Garden Room.

well. The new sensory room seems to
really be helping. A sensory cart is also
available for patients who cannot be
transported to the room.

Cedar Oaks patients who are under-
going short term therapy also are able
to visit the room to relieve their stress.
The facility has both long- and short-
term patients. Many short term pa-
tients come from a hospital stay, but
are not ready to go home yet. They
spend time getting ready to go home
and live on their own. Cedar Oaks has
a large occupational therapy set up for
heart, stroke and surgical patents.

Wiesel says he does not consider
Cedar Oaks a nursing home, but a care
center, where patients can learn how
to cope and care for themselves after
surgery, a stroke or heart attack. He
says he feels that Cedar Oaks patients
and staff are all part of one large fam-
ily. Wiesel greets each patient and
member of the staff by name and

Fiber optic lights in the sensory
room proves to be good therapy.

seems to remember what each is there
for and what their needs are.

For information on Cedar Oaks
Care Center, call (732) 287-9555.

School Board

This is the last week for filing nomi-
nating petitions to run for positions
on the South Plainfield Board of Edu-
cation. The deadline is 4 p.m. on Mon-
day, Feb. 28 according to interim
Board Administrator Robert David.
The election is scheduled for Tuesday,
April 19.

Candidacy Deadline Nears

Prospective school board candidates
can obtain a “School Board Candidate
Kit” at the local school district office,
located at 125 Jackson Ave., between
the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. daily.
Published by the New Jersey School
Boards Assocumon the School Board
Candidate Kit includes information

By Jane Dornick

The highly anticipated arrival of
several dozen chicken eggs from
Quiver Farms in Pennsylvania came
to Future Star classes last Monday
for their annual week long hatching
project.

When the eggs arrive they are in
their final stages before birth. They
are placed in a brooder under lights
to keep them warm. Eggsiting pre-
schoolers came to class every day
waiting for the babies to start peck-
ing their way out of their shells. Af-
ter the chicks birth they were placed

in fish tanks with special heaters to
keep them warm and safe. Students
even got to pet the new arrivals and

watch them walk around on the floor
for a bid before their return to the
farm on Friday.

about legal qualifications for school
board candidacy, campaign procedures
and the role of the school board mem-
ber. Information about the New Jer-
sey School Ethics Act, important dates
in the school election process and brief-
ing sessions for school board candi-
dates are also included in the kit.

“School board merhbership is a
meaningful way to make a contribu-
tion to your community and its
schools,” said James J. Dougherty, Jr.,
NJSBA president. “J urge all qualified
citizens to consider board of education
membership. Serving on your local
school board doesn’t require a degree
in education. The most important at-
tribute a candidate can bring to office
is a sincere interest in the community,
its children and their education.”

Invest in
Yourself.

Spend $15 a week on
on an ad in the B&P
section of the Ob-
server. Isn’t your
business worth the
investment?

7 SouthPlainfield
Observer

Your #1 Source for South Plainfield News

For advertising
information, call

908-668-0010

I.un pleased to report on the suc
cessful conclusion of two
projects, which Assemblyman
Barnes and I haye been working on
for several years. Last week the De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion and the New Jersey Attorney
General’s Office obtained a court or-
der mandating the cleanup of Bor-
ough Auto Wreckers on Hamilton
Boulevard. The Order directed that
the operation of the salvage yard be
immediately discontinued to allow the
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion to oversee the cleanup of the site.
The owner was allowed 45 days to
remove his equipment from the site
after which the cleanup will begin.
The process is expected to take 18 &

From The State House

Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan

months. After the cleanup is com-

pleted, a lien will be placed on the property to recover the cost, which is esti-
mated to be in excess of $1.5 million. I cannot compliment D.E.P. Commis-
sioner Brad Campbell enough for his dedication and persistence in addressing
this environmental threat to the residents of South Plainfield. He not only lis-
tened to my concerns, he acted upon them. The owner of the facility entered
into an agreement to clean up the site over 15 years ago. This order sends a clear
message to polluters that no longer will the state ()f New Jersey tolerate delay
when the health and safety of the public are put at risk.

The second project is the revitalization of the Edison Valley Playhouse on the
corner of Oak Tree Road and Woodland Avenue. When 1 was first elected to
the Assembly; Bill Sesselberg, who lives in South Plainfield, and is one of the
guiding forces in the South Plainfield Summer Drama program, shared with
me the dream of some day reopening the playhouse. We talked about how great
it would be for all age groups in the area to be able to participate in plays and
workshops all year round, not just in the summer. I committed to Bill at that
time that I would work to obtain state grants to renovate the playhouse. The
arts are an important cornerstone of society. Government should support projects
such as the Edison Playhouse. The reopening of this theatre represents an op-
portunity to bring the arts to the approximately 200,000 residents who live
within a ten-mile radius. Last fall, Assemblyman Barnes and I were able to
obtain a $25,000 arts grant to help with the cost of needed renovations to the
playhouse. It has been closed for years and major work needs to be done, start-
ing with a new roof. Last month we successfully secured an additional $75,000
in funding which will finance a major portion of the renovations. If completed
on schedule, performances will begin this fall.

Nothing is more fulfilling than to be able to see projects successfully com-
pleted only because South Plainfield has a voice in the lcgulmm ~\ssunbl\
man Barnes, Senator Buono and I work as a team. I can’t thank them cnou;,l
for all of their help every time we need them.

If you have any suggestions as to future projects or improvements to South
Plainfield or to our state, please contact me. My email address is
Asmdiegnan@njleg.org. My oftice number is (908) 757- 1677 and my office is
located at 908 Oak Tree Ave. , Unit P in South Plainfield.

SPHS Silver Dreams
Winterguard Places First

The South Plainfield High School
Silver Dreams Winterguard competed
in its second competition of the sea-
son this past Sunday at Roselle Park

in the Friday’s fundraiser which was
recently held. Your support is always
greatly appreciated.

High School. The guard, under the
direction of Mark Tweed and Kathy
Petrocelli came in a very impressive
first place in the Scholastic Novice Di-
vision with a score of 76.6.

This years show theme is “Blue
Skies” and features the girls perform-
ing the music of the Holly Cole Trio.
The show conceptualization and cho-
reography is done by Darren Delaney
and Danny Matos.

The winterguard would like to
thank all of their friends, teachers, par-
ents and neighbors who participated

The winterguard will be perform-
ing next on Sunday, March 5 at Triton
High School in Runnemeade.

HSPA Testing Takes

Place Next Week

The HSPA testing will be held on
March 1, 2 and 3 at South Plainfield
High School. Freshmen, sophomores
and juniors will be tested. There will
be half day sessions during these dates.

Seniors will be required to attend
various programs for all of the three
days.

G&G Graphics, Inc.

PuBLISHERS OF THE OBSERVER

Providing design and prepress services for:

NJNEOA Narcotic News ¢ Lions of New Jersey

NJ Restaurant Guide ®* Chimney Rock Inn

New York Bar Association® Print Tech Products

Add your company to our list of satisfied customers

Call (908) 668-0010

1110 Hamilton Blvd.

ﬁ G&G Graphics

Suite 1B

South Plainfield
New Jersey 07080

Publishers of the South Plainfield Observer
email: ggnan@aol.com
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New Music Programs
Oftered at Grant School

Mary Beth Clyde, Grant School
music teacher, has initiated several pro-
grams and coordinated events to high-
light her music program for this school
year.

One such project, a newsletter called
“Grant Orchestra News,” is an effort
to better communicate with her stu-
dents’ parents. The first issue went out
last December.

Included in the newsletter was in-
formation on the music department’s
successful concert at the high school
on Dec. 8. Students from Grant

School were able to hear a portion of

the concert during the day at an as-
sembly also held at the hné,h school.
Orchestra students performed holiday
music, Hanukkah is Here and Christ-
mas Bits and Pieces, that taught them
new fingerings and new notes. In ad-
dition, 6/8 time was introduced and
dotted rhythms were learned. Learn-
ing Wexford Circle taught the stu-
dents to play four parts lmqumk ntly.
They also had an opportunity to play
in a minor key, which gave them expe-
rience in a new tonality. The selection
Every Time I Feel the Spirit gave cv-
eryone in the orchestra a dnnu to
play the melody: Select first violin stu-
dents had a Llnlluwmé‘ descant part

South Plainfield Will
Be Celebrating ‘Read
Across America’

By proclamation, Mayor Gallagher
proclaimed March 2 as ‘Read Across
America Day’ in South Plainfield.

The annual celebration of reading
honors the late Theodor Seuss Geisel
(a.k.a. Dr. Seuss) on March 2, which
would have been his 101* birthday.
In New Jersey, ‘Read Across America’
will be conducted by the New Jersey

Education Association, in partnership
with the New Jersey State League of
Municipalities, the New Jersey Library
Association and Saturn-VAW.

“Dr. Seuss helped to instll the joy
of reading in millions of children,” said
Mayor Gallagher. “By celebrating his

birthday, we hope to bring the joy of

reading to the next generation.”

to perform.

Grant’s remaining concerts will be
held on April 7 and May 4.

Also in December, Advanced Or-
chestra and Sixth Grade Band students
performed new holiday music in the
lobby. They had two weeks to pre-
pare this music at home. Each period’s
lesson groups combined to perform
for the school and visitors. The instru-
mental students had a party on Dec.
22 during their lunch periods. The
chorus students also performed, sing-
ing selected music during the snack
periods on Dec. 23.

All 41 orchestra students who pre-
pared for the Winter Holiday Con-
cert have been invited to participate
in the All-District Fifth and Sixth Grade
Grant School Orchestra on April 7.
They are currently hard at work pre-
paring music during their orchestra
rehearsal periods.

To encourage and promote prac-
ticing their music, Clyde has initated a
Practicing Contest for all her orches-
tra students. There are weekly,
monthly and end-of-the-year contests
to see who practices the most. Stu-
dents must write down how many
minutes they practice each day on their
practice forms and have a parent sign
the sheet at the end of the week. Clyde
records each student’s total at each les-
son. Prizes are awarded to winners in
the different categories.

Clyde has been trying to start a
Music Parents Booster Club for Grant
School. The purpose of this group is
to involve the parents in the music
program there. The parents would
work with the music teachers to orga-
nize activities to enrich the students’
musical experience. These activities
but not be limited to,
travel to concerts at The State The-
atre, PNC Arts Center (NJPAG), bake

sales to raise funds for these activities,

would include,

help with chaperoning students dur-
f f ¢

ing large concert activities and input
The Music
Booster Club is in the early forma-
Any Grant School parent
who 1s interested in the idea or would
like more information should con-
tact Mary Beth Clyde at Grant School,
(908) 754-4620 ext. 452.

into the music newsletter.

aon \T.lf_’ﬁ'.

Communion Catering

SPECIALS

g T st R S

llO'l' 4 COLD CAT!I!ING

iAssorted Gourmet Sandwich Platters °
* Homemade Salads °

*2,3,4,5 & 6 Foot Heros °

L ....................

HOMEI' OWN HEROS

340 Hamilton Boulevard .
908-755-HERO (4376) |

=

TAX RETURNS PREPARED ¢ WILLS,
INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS * PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

300 MAPLE AVE.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

(908) 754-8008

CLOSINGS

Roosevelt School Celebrates Diversity with
10th Annual Multicultural Celebration

Roosevelt School, under the direc-
tion of art teacher Glenda Posey re-
cently completed their 10® Annual
Multicultural Celebration. All of the
teachers and students, plus many par-
ents and families, participated to make
this year’s event successful. The series
of celebrations included songs, dances
and crafts from around the world, as
well as classroom projects and a feast
of international “goodies.”

Each grade spent time studying a
continent. In art class, Posey taught
the children crafts that related to what
they studied in class with their teach-
ers. The first graders studied Australia
and made bark paintings with Austra-
lian animals. In second grade they
concentrated on Asia and made a vari-
ety of art projects, including Korean
owls, Japanese fish kites, peacocks
from India and jasmine flowers. Grade
three learned about Europe. They cre-
ated marionettes from Italy, rainbows
and pots of gold for Ireland, French
hats and Eiffel tower reliefs using
straws, cut paper flowers represent-
ing Poland and Russian folk art plates.
In art class, the fourth graders made
African Kente cloth print designs,
which combined line design with a
printing lesson. Each student designed
their own pattern and the combined
their efforts to create large Kente
cloths for each class on fabric provided
by music teacher Sharon Perez. Mean-
while in their fourth grade classrooms,
students also learned about North and
South America and made written re-
ports with their teachers. (The

kindergarteners studied Africa with
their classroom teachers but do not
have art class with Posey:)

The artwork and other projects are
currently on display throughout the
school for everyone to admire.

Posey kicked off the final events by

organizing an assembly with African
drummers and dancers. The Dzifa

Mask Dance Theater/Dromatala of
Philadelphia employs the folk-art of
mask dancing and its related arts of

dance and music. The group is “dedi-
cated to the preservation and restora-
tion of all traditional African masquer-
ade, music, dance, drama and folklore.”

A few days later, on Feb. 1, the
Multicultural Celebration culmi-
nated with another assembly during
the day and a family evening attended

by hundreds of parents and children.
Under the direction of Sharon Perez

the children performed songs fr()m
around the world. Two students per-
formed an Indian dance from the
Near East and Irish step dancing. At
the evening event, everyone saw

samples of God’s eves, dolls
and other world crafts while parents
had the opportunity to create their
own origami, Japanese fish kites, etc.
Many parents also contributed a va-
riety of their own ethnic foods and
American favorites which were en-
joved by evervone. Many of Roose-
velt’s teachers and parents volun-
teered their time to set up and man
the various stations for the evening
to make the 10® anniversary a re-
sounding success.

WOoIrT)

There are 21,000 good reasons why you
should advertise in the Observer....

D] U S

...Here are just a few.

Advertise your business for just $15 a week. Call for details.
Opportunity is knocking....call today.

erver
1110 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Call today and get the
LOWEST POSSIBLE RATES
for advertising your business

Call 908-668-0010 to place your ad
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Bakers od Teir Annual

Tailgate Superbowl Party

On Superbowl! Sunday ar 10 a.m.
Tom Baker and his wife, Sally, get to-
gether with Sally’s sisters Joanne
Okoczko, Maryellen Harmis, Colleen
Arndr and Susan Loiacono along with
their husbands, as well as Tom’s
brother-in-law;, Thomas Heim, Jr.

The group all heads down to Cot-
ton St. Park along with all of their
children (Tom’s in-laws have 17
grandchildren) for a “family” game of
football. If it snows, it’s even better.
Then at around 2 p.m. they all

gather at Tom’s father-in-law’s huge
driveway for their annual “tailgate”
party. There is always plenty of good
food to enjoy. Cars who drive by the
tailgating party honk their horns to
acknowledge their celebration.

At 6 p.m. the group heads into the
house and down to the basement to
watch the “big game.” To keep every-
one interested, they have a box pool
to keep, even if their favorite team
fails to reach “football heaven.”

Submitted by Tom Baker.

STH

unior

-

%
ournalist R[1|i13}

Charlie and Debbie Kurland from Hometown Heros present’
dinner to this last week’s Junior Journalist contest winner
Jessica DeCindio, pictured here with mom Katy,
and sister Stephanie.

Congratulations Jessical

" Feed your "

. soul...write!

g Py

Borough Notes

* Araspecial meeting held last week,
which was required by the Middlesex
County Housing & Community
Development Program, the HCD al-
location of $80,100 was announced
as follows: $56.900 will be used to
perform upgrades to the Senior Citi-
zen Center, more specifically for im-
provements to the kitchen area as well
as to purchase a room-divider. The bal-
ance of $23.200 will be used to off-
set salaries.

* Darlene Marin has been ap-
pointed as a member to the South
Plainfield Volunteer Fire Department.

* The council awarded a contract
to Moore Industries to perform a
physical inventory of all borough-
owned property at a fee not to exceed
$4.000.

* Jayson & Company has been
hired to move an air-conditioning
unit located on the roof of the mu-
nicipal building at a cost not to ex-
ceed $3,550.

* New sign making equipment and
software will be purchased from Cre-
ative Visual Systems for use of the
Department of Public Works for
$7.135.62:

* The Borough has received a
$2.500 Grant from the Middlesex
County Safe Kids Program.

* Mary Wrotny has been appointed
as secretary to the Traffic Safety Advi-
sory Committee as well as senior clerk
transcriber in the police department.

E-Week 4-H

Summer Program

Middlesex County 4-H will be host-
ing the 2005 Explorations Week
Summer Program from Monday; July
11 to Friday, July 15 at the Middlesex
County 4-H Center in East Bruns-
wick. The program focuses on accep-
tance and belonging among attend-
ees as well as having fun and promot-
ing self-confidence. Helping kids
make new friends and achieve a sense
of accomplishment are also important
goals of the program. E-Week is open
to boys and girls who will have com-
pleted grades three though seven in
2005. Children from grades three
through five are especially encouraged
to take part, as there are many spaces
open for this age grc )up.‘ Arrangements
can be made for kids with special needs.

Attendees of the program will have
a chance to choose from daily activi-
ties such as rock‘rr,\; dance, cheer-
leading, wildcmejs survival, drama,
drawing and biking. The theme of E-
Week 2005 will be “Adventures in
Space.” The cost of the program is
$145 for 4-H members, $150 for
non-members and includes program
materials, lunch and beverages, an E-
Week t-shirt, field trip and an optional
Friday night overnight stay. Explora-
tions Week fills up fast, so call now to
get your registration in.

If interested on E-Week or to reg-
ister, contact the Middlesex County
4-H office at (732) 745-3446. 4-H
will also accommodate efforts to
carpool and the need for early drop
off or late pick-up.

4-H is a Department of Rutgers
Cooperative Research & Extension of
Middlesex County and offers educa-
tional programs to all youth, grades
K through 13 on an age appropriate
basis, without regard to race, religion,
color, national origin, gender, sexual
orientation or disability.

COMING
SOON...

A new and improved
website for the South
Plainfield Observer.

; Watch for details. i

Student-s from Grant School demonstrated their proficency in Spanish at

last week's Board of Education Meeting. Not only did they converse and
sing in Spanish, they taught the audience a Spanish song.

NOTES FROM BUSINESS
ADVISORY GROUP MEETING

Following are the minutes of last
months Business Advisory Group
(BAG) Meeting.

New member Ed Colucci, owner
of Cindy Michaels Jewelers was wel-
comed as a new member.

Upcoming Projects

» Hamilton Boulevard Reconstruc-
tion-Phase II road design has been
adjusted by CME on the section in
front of Binder Machinery to mini-
mize the amount of property required
to be acquired by the Borough. A
meeting was held with CME and rep-
resentatives from Binder to review the
plan which shifts the road slightly and
requires only 12 feet from their prop-
erty, instead of 25 feet in the previous
design. Binder was receptive to the
changes. The only property that needs
to be acquired is the Fortunes Com-
mon building on the corner of South
Clinton and Hamilton.

* Helen Street-The wetlands ap-
provals have been extended five years.
The Borough is waiting for approval
on $215,000 in funding which will
enable completion of the environmen-
tal study. If funding and subsequent
approval are granted, funding for the
design phase could be available as early
as October of 2005.

* 333 Hamilton Project—A meet-

ing is trying to be arranged with all of

the effected parties, including the EPA,
to decide what steps should next be
taken. The estimated $70 million cost
of the clean-up is about $20 million
more that the previous property own-
ers are willing to contribute. The pos-
sibility of connecting New Market
Ave. through the site to Metuchen
Road was also discussed.

o Church Street Sidewalk/Culvert
Repairs—CME has been retained to
prepare design for the repairs. Con-
struction should happen this spring.

* Durham Avenue Widening—
CME will prepare the design drawing
for the widening of Durham Ave. This
project will provide two through lanes
from Rt. 287 to the bridge at Hami-
ton Blvd. A third lane will be pro-
vided to turn right onto Helen St.
When the Hamilton Blvd. project is
complete the two lanes will extend

over the bridge to the new traffic light
at Ryan Street.

New Business

* Paving Schedule—QOther than
Hamilton Blvd., no commercial roads
are scheduled for paving.

* Ground Sign Ordinance—The
changes to the zoning ordinance are
pending which will allow ground signs
in zones where the ordinance is cur-
rently silent were reviewed.

* Property Acquisitions—There are
two current projects that will require
property acquisitions, West 7th St.
widening and Stelton Rd. realignment
at New Durham Ave. Both projects
will have a minimal effect on business
owners, but BAG agrccd to take a
closer look at these projects.

* Maple Ave.—Curbs and side
walks will be repaired/replaced thé
entire length of Maple Ave.

* CME fees—BAG discussed fees
for Maple Ave and Church St. projects.
Fees seem very high as a percentage of
the overall construction cost. In the
case of Church Street $32.950 fee vs.
grant of $130,000, which was in-
tended to cover design and construc-
tion. Maple Ave fee is $73,250 vs.
$200,000 grant. BAG will monitor
actual costs and review design fee as a
percentage of the c MSLUCtion costs.

* Sewer Fees—Ferro is having
problems regarding their sewer bill.
There appears to be a problem with the
sampling/testing process that determines
the cost per gallon to treat the waste.

The next meeting is scheduled for
Wednesday, Feb. 2 in the council meet-
ing room. Meetings are open to the
public. '

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
BRANCH MANAGER

Vit ok

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday 10-11 a.m., 4-4:45 p.m.
and after 5 p.m. Vigil Mass

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.i.

Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.

Weekdays Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 am; Mon. and Thurs. 7 p.m.
Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Holy Days 9 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 p.m.

L
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Father/Daughter School Dances
Highlight Month of February

Story/photos by Patricia Abbott

The young ladies of Kennedy School stepped out for a night on the town with their best beau,
Daddy earlier this month. The event was the school’s annual Father/Daughter Dance. The dainty
deburtantes, many sporting corsages courtesy of their dates, were dressed to the nines with makeup,
heels and hairdos. Most of the dads dressed up for the occasion as well.

After signing in, the girls temporarily abandoned their dads and dashed for the dance floor. Gym
teacher Al Hook decjayed the event. A long table filled with assorted goodies fueled the guests
throughout the evening. Another table featured beautifully wrapped raffle baskets. The girls and
fathers took their time debating which baskets to take a chance on.

The girls received a flower and a small photo album and each couple was photographed. Slow
songs brought dads and daughters back together for a grown up dance. The evening was tailor
made for photographs of daddy’s little girl and cameras flashed like summer fireflies. After the final
dance the tired but excited young ladies headed for home with their dads. Memories made that
night will last a lifetime.

You asked for it and we answered! Get the attention of every homeowner
in South Plainfield in the March 18 issue of the Observer ...
that’s 8,000 households and more than 21,000 residents.
The only better way would be going door to door.
To reserve space for this special issue, call 908-668-0010.

Deadline to reserve space is March 9.
Call early for best placement.
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In celebration of Cathollc School Week aH of the teachers at Sacred Heart School were recogmze for thelr elcatlon to the stuents Teachers are: pre-kindergarten-Miss Thomas,
Miss Bach; kindergarten-Mrs. Hohner and Mrs. Novak; first grade-Mrs. Houghton, second grade-Mrs. Semon, third grade-Mrs. Goetz and Mrs. Coker, fourth grade-Miss Martin, fifth
grade-Mrs. Kardos, sixth grade-Mrs. Egneton, seventh grade-Mrs. Geene and Mrs. Langenbach, eighth grade-Miss Sims and Mr. Gillespie, physical ed-Miss Fusco, computers-Mrs.
Approvata, art-Mrs. McCabe, music-Mr. Mahoney, library-Mrs. Ellersick, secretaries-Mrs. Rossi and Mrs. Salvatore and nurse-Mrs. Pinto.

Sacred Heart School Celebrates Catholic Educatlon

‘w‘

The Sacred Heart Sthool community celebrated the open- School Spirit Day featured a fun-filled Faculty vs. Students
ing of Catholic Schobl Week with a Mass attended by fac-  Volleyball game. The annual student vs. E aculty/Alumni held
ulty; staff, students and their families on Jan. 30. After Mass, on Wednesd: ay evening is also an exciting event, witnessed by

a very successful open house was held at the school. a standing room only crowd. Many fans remarked on how
Many activities were held during the weeklong celebration.  nice is was to see more alumni return to play each year.
Teacher Turn Argund Day was a big hit. Eighth grade stu- Teacher Appreciation Day was celebrated the First Friday
dents were givcn‘thc opportunity to teach a class. Adminis-  Mass. Teachers were rcu)ylmd for their dedication in pro-
trative positions were also filled by students. viding a quality Catholic Education to their students.

Thinking about it...
Give me a call.

REAL ESTATE

Buying? Selling?

Local, East Coast, West Coast, or Any State

Don’t Go 1t Alone.

If you're a business with customers in South I)lain[icl(l, we

can help create a mar]zeting campaign to target those l)uy—

ers. We offer discounts on mu]itplc insertions, montlx]y
classified rates and more. We'll
even highlight your business P,

Deal with Licensed Experienced People!!
* NO OBLIGATION -

in a feature
article. After
aﬂ, when
you're suc-

cessful, SO

are WC!

WAYNE GRENNIER, REFERRAL SPECIALIST
LICENSED SALES REPRESENTATIVE NJ
OFFICE: 800-937-6777
RESIDENCE: 908-755-3138
E-mail: wgrennie@ix.netcom.com

1625 STATE ROUTE 10
“A COMPANY \
ooV {2) MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

Sending in ads, letters or /3
copy? We have a new % Somalnﬂﬂd
new email address: ﬁf& O bserver

spobserver@comcas‘r -net Your #1 Source for South Plainfield News

Call 908-668-0010 for more information.
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Riley second graders sing at the “No Name-Calling” Assembly.

Riley School Holds Weeklong
‘Character Education Program’

As part of the Character Education

Program at Riley School, the week of

Feb. 7 was designated “No Name-Call-
ing Week.” The teachers incorporated
lessons and activities into the week to
highlight the importance of treating
everyone respectfully and to demon-
strate the hurtful nature of name-call-
ing.

An assembly was held carly Friday
morning to culminate the week’s ac-
tivities. The program, which was pre-
pared by Joanne Gurske, vocal music
teacher and Joanne Otlowski, librar-
ian, consisted of songs and poems. All
the children, from the kindergartners
to the fourth graders, actively partici-
pated in some way.

Randall Rossilli, Riley School Prin-
cipal, introduced the assembly and its
purpose. The children then sang songs
that they had practiced in Gurske’s
classes. The three selections were
“Squabbles and Hugs,” “Tll Under-
stand” and “There’s Good in Every-
o) (< g

Fourth grader Joshua Rochotte
read the biography of Mattie J. T.
Stepanek, who began writing poetry
at the age of three. Then each fourth
grade class read four of his published
poems in between the musical selec-
tions. These included “On Being a
Champion,” “Peace of Patience,” “For
Our World” and “A New Hope.”

Calling All Future Lawyers!

Middlesex Cty. to Sponsor Mock Trial Contest |

Local Middlesex County high school
students will become attorneys, wit-
nesses, and jurors for the day during
the countywide Mock Trial Competi-
tion sponsored by the Middlesex
County Bar Foundation and the New
Jersey State Bar Foundation.

The competition will take place at
the Middlesex County Superior
Court, in New Brunswick. Preliminary
rounds were held earlier.

High school students try a case be-

fore judges and attorney and the win-
ning teams competed in the Regionals

in February. Regional winners will |

compete in the semi-finals to be held
at the New Jersev Law Center in New
Brunswick on March 7, with the win-
ners competing for the statewide
championship on March 15

The goal of the Mock Trial Com-
petition is to promote better under-
standing of the law; court procedures,
and the justice system.

LEGAL NOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Richard R. Goyette
requesting a variance from the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of South Plain-
field to permit a 12'x 19.73' deck on the side of the
house. Proposed deck lacks required 20' rear
setback, 14.92' being proposed; and other variances
that may be required, said property being located
at 1905 Stratford Avenue on Block 129, Lot 1 on the
South Plainfield Tax Map

For the purposes of hearing objections to or pro-
tests against the granting of said appeal, the South
Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing on Thursday, March 10, 2005 in the
Council Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspector’s Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall,
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 am and
5:00 pm.

.00
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KEEP YOUR BOROUGH BEAUTIFUL.
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BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Sara and Paul Grzenda
requesting a variance from the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of South Plain-
field to permit a second floor addition with a 2'
cantilever. Proposed addition lacks (1) 8' required
side setback, 4.9' being proposed and (2) 24
required front setback, 22.4' being proposed; and
other variances that may be required, said property
being located at 331 Clinton Place on Block 219, Lot
9 on the South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or pro-
tests against the granting of said appeal, the South
Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing on Thursday, March 10, 2005 in the
Council Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspector’s Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall,
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 am and
5:00 pm.

$35.00 February 25, 2005
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Local Students are
People to People
Ambassadors

President Dwight D. Eisenhower
founded People to People during his
administration and eight U.S. presi-
dents have since served as honorary
chairman.

People to People Student Ambas-
sadors travel overseas for two to three
weeks during the summer to learn,
share, and represent their communi-
ties and schools.

From the Great Barrier Reef to
South Africa’s Cape, Student Ambas-
sadors experience unparalleled oppor-
tunities for personal growth through
an enriching program of educational
and cultural interaction. By becom-
ing a Student Ambassador, partici-
pants gain an appreciation for the
world 1n which they live, build their
self-confidence, enrich their education
through learning in the global class-
room, and duvclop increased levels of
maturity and independence. Student
Ambassador delegations of 30-40 stu-
dents are led by experienced educators
during this dmamm and exciting pro-
gram. These delu_{atmn leaders guide
students in preparing for the program
during orientation meetings focusing
on travel tips, the culture of the desti-
nation, bonding as a group and more.

The People to People Students
Ambassador Program provides stu-
dents a world of international oppor-
tunities.

There are 42 New Jersey Middle
School children that will be traveling
to Europe this summer as a group to
represent the United States.

South Plainfield residents in this
group are Sara Frazzano and Kelly
McCormack. Rocco Severini will also
be part of the program, but is travel-
ing with another delegation.

Alttention Local Bands:

The South Plainfield Juniorettes |

will hold a benefit concert to support
Cherished Creations, whose mission is
to create better lives for seriously-ill
children and underprivileged families.

The April 2 concert will be held at the |

PAL. We’re Jooking for bands to per-
form to help raise money for the cause.

Please email a sanple of your mu-
sic and any questions you may have
o: SPJuniorettes@yahoo.com.

]umql

oumallst

Holly McDede, Middle School Seventh
Grader, Named “Junior Journalist”

Junior Journalist Holly McDede (right) with Middle School Language Arts teacher

Ellyn Schwartz.

Holly McDede, Middle School sev-
enth grader, is this week’s winner in
the Observer/Hometown Heros Jun-
ior Journalist Program. Her poem
“My Dreams,” has won dinner for her
family, courtesy of Hometown Heros.

Students are encouraged to sub-
mit their original poetry, articles,
opinion pieces or essays to their
teacher, school principal, Hometown

Heros located on Hamilton Blvd. or
the Observer office.

Winners and their families will re-
ceive a catered dinner from Home-
town Heros and will be honored at a
year end banquet to be held on May
253,

For more information, call the Ob-
server at (908) 668-0010 or Home-
town Heros at (908) 755-4376.

My Dreams....
By Holly McDede

I have never found a pot of gold
I have never seen a shooting star
I have never found my prince charming

I have never had a dream unfold.

But I still believe in the magic of a child’s dreams
I still believe in the existence of miracles

I sall believe in the power of
I sall believe in things that I h

an imagination

aAVe NEVET secn

And with these thoughts

These hopes, these prayers

I am taken to a world all my own
Where the sidewalks end

Where the grass turns to gold

Where the sea is an outstretched hand
Of a never ending possibility

Sports

* School Board * Borough Council |
Road Repairs ¢ Elections ® Helen St. |
* Recreation * Crime

Need Answers?

Subscribe to the Observer.

South Plainfield
Observer

908-668-0010
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Contratulations to the SPHS Boys Bas-
ketball Team! They defeated Colonia 56-44
in the GMC semifinals. They now move on
to play St. Joseph'’s in the finals Friday night
Louis Brown Athletic Center at 8 p.m.

By Lee Flanagan

CLUB NOTES

Parents can stll sign their children
up for the 2005 season. The deadline
is Feb. 28. After that date, children will
be subject to a waiting list. In order to
sign-up vour child, call the SPJBC at
908-754-2090 or Lee Flanagan at
732-684-8347. The fee is $115.00

All managers and assistant coaches
are set in all leagues except in Pony A
and Pony B. We are seeking a man-
ager and an assistant on these levels.

Anthony Guida, freshmen boys
baseball coach at South Phinfield Hwh
School, will be conducting a mehs
clinic at the SPJBC on March 15 be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m. All managers and
coaches are welcome to attend along

JUNIOR BASEBALL

with any play-
ers. Door prizes
will be awarded at this clinic.

Tryvouts will be Saturday March 5
at the PAL Building for ages 8-12, all
kids must tryout. You will be receiv-
ing a postcard in the mail with your
child’s assigned time to tryour this
week.

We have tickets on sale for the new
Mercedes. Michelle Kunie and First
Class Travel are sponsoring the second
prize. Tickets are available from Nancy
Salici or any Executive Board mem-
ber. Call the SPJBC for tickets at 908-
754-2090.

Junior Baseball Club Accepting
College Scholarship Applications

The South Plainfield Junior Base-
ball Club is accepting applications for
college scholarships. Applications may
be picked up at the SPHS guidance
department or by contacting the Jun-
ior Baseball Club at (908) 754-2090.

BOWLING By Ralph Fech

The applicant must be a graduat-
ing high school student this June, must
be a South Plainfield resident, and
must have participated in the club for
a minimum of five years.

The filing deadline is April 1.

. Ashnault battled back, losing an 8-3
* decision. Jimmy Conroy (119) gave

By Bob

Mlddle School wrestlers took first place in the South Plainfield Middle School duals, pool B. Pictured here
with the whole lineup: Ryan Billich, Joey Vetuschi, John Wylam, JJ DeLillo, Mike Wagner, Justin Smith,
Bacilio Alvarado, Corey Hay, Jonathan Conroy, William Whitefleet, Randy Jakubik, Nick Vallone, Kyle Hughes,
Joel Santos, Tyler Hunt, Ryan Sacco, Vinnie DaPonte, Nick Heilmann, Jeff Conroy, Richie Szeliga, Nick Pauls
and Joey Gonzalez. Not pictured is Eric Niemeyer. Coaches are Kevin Hajduk, George D’Allessandro.

Tiger Wrestlers Win State Champlonshlp

(Continued from page 1)
final round, entered the match pre-

pared to take whatever the Tigers
could dish out. The match began at
112, with Billy Ashnault ready to face
Nick Menditto, but Ashnault got
caught early on the first takedown with
back points, falling behind 5-0. But

the Tigers a boost when he pinned Ben
Lowery in 43 seconds. The lead was
short-lived as Danny Lopes pinned
Viet Vo (125) and Nick Dorey (130)
lost by decision of 10-4. Ed McCray

(135)'got the Tigers fans going as al-  Preston Johnson, heavyweight,

9

ts off 6'5" Eric Adams and

Tiger Seniors Bid Farewell

Standing left to right are Kim Gaub, Shannen Rivers, Anna Ferrer
and Jennifer Vasquez. Kneeling left to right are Nick Grego, George
Kleinknecht and Matt Boley. Not pictured is Shawn Ferguson.

ways when he pinned Chris Bannonm
in 46 seconds. Pete DeAndrea (140),
who has been slowed by an injured
shoulder, gave it his all but lost by de-
cision 5-3, Paul Ritchey (145) got the
Tigers back into the match by win-
ning by tech-fall in dominant fashion
over Bob Willard 18-1.

But Ocean came roaring back win-
ning the next three matches by deci-
sion,ymajor decision and by a fall.
Goiné into the 189 pound match, the

Tigers in position for the win.

Tigers were trailing 28-17. Then came
Kevin Crilley (189), who has come up
big all year whenever his team needed
him to. Well it was no different this
time, as Crilley again went out and
pinned Mike Colalilo at 1:53. In the
next match, senior Rob Maistickle
(215) seemed to be on a mission as
he launched a continuous attack on
Alex Sher. Maistickle then hit Sher
with a headlock and scored the needed

NOTICE TO MILITARY SERVICE VOTERS
AND TO THEIR RELATIVES AND FRIENDS

If you are in the military service, or the spouse or dependent of a person
in military service or a patient in a veterans’ hospital or a civilian attached
to or serving with the Armed Forces of the United States without the
State of New Jersey, or the spouse and dependent of and accompanying
or residing with a civilian attached to or serving with the Armed Forces of
the United States, and desire to vote, or if you are a relative or friend of
any such person who, you believe, will desire to vote in the School Election
in South Plainfield to be held on April 19, 2005, kindly write to the
undersigned at once making application for a military service ballot to be
voted in said election to be forwarded to you, stating your name, age,
serial number if you are in military service, home address and the address
at which you are stationed or can be found, or if you désire the military
service ballot for a relative or friend then make application  under oath
for a military service ballot to be forwarded to him, stating in your
application that he is over the age of 18 years and stating his name, serial
number if he is in military service, home address and the address at which
he is stationed or can be found.

Military service voters may also apply for a military service ballot by sending
a federal postcard application form to the undersigned.

On the application for a military service ballot, military service voters
may request that a military service ballot be sent for all subsequent
elections held during this calendar year.

(NOTE: MILITARY SERVICE VOTER CLAIMING MILITARY STATION AS
HOME ADDRESS FOR VOTING PURPOSES MAY NOT USE
MILITARY ABSENTEE BALLOT UNLESS REGISTERED TO VOTE IN
THE MUNICIPALITY WHERE SUCH STATION IS LOCATED.)

Forms of application other than federal postcard application forms can
be obtained from the undersigned.

DATE: February 25, 2005 ELAINE M. FLYNN

MIDDLESEX COUNTY CLERK
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
P.O. BOX 1110

NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ 08903

$130.00 17-2/25/05

AVISO PARA ELECTORES EN EL SERVICIO
MILITAR, SUS PARIENTES Y AMIGOS

Si usted se encuentra en el servicio militar; es esposo(a) 6 dependiente de
alguien en el servicio; es paciente en un hospital para veteranos; es un
civil adjunto a, 6 sirve con, las Fuerzas Armadas de los Estados Unidos,
fuera del Estado de Nueva Jersey; es esposo(a) 6 dependiente de un civil
adjunto a, 6 que sirve con, las Fuerzas Armadas de los Estados Unidos. Si
usted tiene estas caracteristicas y desea votar, ¢ es un familiar 6 amigo de
alguién que las tenga y que usted crea que quiera votar, en la Eleccion
Escolar en South Plainfield en Abril 19 de 2005. Escriba a la direccién de
abajo para solicitar la papeleta del servicio militar, para votar en dicha
eleccién. Si usted esta en el servicio incluya su nombre, edad, nimero de
serie, direccion residencial y la direccion de su base 6 donde se le pueda
localizar. Si desea la papeleta para un pariente 6 amigo, haga la peticién
bajo juramento, declarando que la persona es mayor de dieciocho anos,
su nombre, su nimero de serie si esta en el servicio militar, direccion
residencial y direccién de su base 6 de donde pueda ser localizado.

Electores del servicio militar pueden solicitar la papeleta de voto militar
enviando una solicitud federal en forma de tarjeta postal al Secretario
del Condado.

En la solicitud para la papeleta del servicio militar, electores del servicio
militar pueden requerir que una papeleta del servicio militar les sea enviada
para las demas elecciones que se lleven acabo éste afo.

(NOTA: EL ELECTOR MILITAR QUE DECLARE SU ESTACION MILITAR COMO
DOMICILIO PARA VOTAR NO PUEDE USAR LA PAPELETA DE MILITAR
AUSENTE A MENOS QUE ESTE REGISTRADO PARA VOTAR EN EL
MUNICIPIO DONDE DICHA ESTACION ESTA LOCALIZADA.)

Las solicitudes, excepto la solicitud postal federal, pueden ser obtenidas
en la siguiente direccién:

FECHA: Febrero 25, 2005 ELAINE M. FLYNN
MIDDLESEX COUNTY CLERK
COUNTY COURT HOUSE
P.O. BOX 1110

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. 08903
1T 2/25/05

$130.00

eeps the

fall at 3:52. Preston Johnson (hwt.)
was one of the hl&,ut heroes, even in
defeat. Johnson, 51\111;:, up more than
75 pounds to Ocean’s heavy weight,
6’5" Eric Adams, did his job by stand-
ing toe-to-toe with Adams and going
the distance. He seemed to be in
trouble several times, but managed to
fight off his back and lost by major
decision 13-4. As a result, Ocean
gained four points, giving them a
three-point lead heading into the fi-
nal match at 103 pounds.

That set the stage for freshman
Patrick Hunter (103), who needed at
least a major decision by eight points
or more to secure a Tiger victory. Step
ping onto the mat with the pressure
of having the final outcome of the
match in his hands, once strictly the
duties of the heavyweight, Hunter
came out on fire. It took him only 15
seconds to take down Mike Beradesco.
From that point on he would retain
control and rapidly chip away at his
opponent enroute to a 21-6 tech-fall
to secure the Tiger victory, 34-32. The
300 Tiger faithful fans went wild in
the stands, while the Tiger wrestlers
raised their arms and voices in celebra-
tion.

In the 23-year history of the group
final format, this is only the fourth
championship title won by a Middlesex
County team and South Plainfield has
won three of them. A very fitting end
to a magical season. The Tigers now
focus on winning the District 12 title.

Congratulations to Coaches
McCann, Kagan and Hamilton on a
job well done. Let’s not forget the
wrestlers, who worked hard and kept
their focus on the team and then went
on to win it all as a team. The South
Plainfield Tigers: 18-0, 2005 New
Jersey State Group III Wrestling
Champions.
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Golfers: Register
For County’s
Courses

It’s never too early to think about
hitting the links. In fact, now’s the
time to register at Middlesex County’s
four golf courses if you want to en-
sure you receive access to automated
tee times and discounted rates all year
long. You can also take advantage of
the occasional sunny day to warm up
for the scason ahead.

Golfers may register at any one
course to be a member of all the
courses: the two at Tamarack in East
Brunswick, The Meadows at Middle-
sex in Plainsboro and Raritan Land-
ing in Piscataway.

Registered golfers receive dis-

NOTICE TO PERSONS DESIRING
CIVILIAN ABSENTEE BALLOTS

If you are a qualified and registered voter of the State who expects to be
absent outside the State on April 19, 2005 or a qualified and registered voter
who will be within the State on April 19, 2005, but because of permanent
and total disability, or because of illness or temporary physical disability, or
because of the observance of a religious holiday pursuant to the tenets of
your religion, or because of resident attendance at a school, college, or
university, or because of the nature and hours of employment, will be unable
to cast your ballot at the polling place in your district on said date, and you
desire to vote in the School Election to be held on April 19, 2005, kindly
complete the application form below and send to the undersigned, or write
or apply in person to the undersigned at once requesting that a civilian
absentee ballot be forwarded to you. Such request must state your home
address, and the address to which it should be sent, and must be signed
with your signature, and state the reason why you will not be able to vote at
your usual polling place. No civilian absentee ballot will be furnished or
forwarded to any applicant unless request therefore is received not less than
7 days prior to the election, and contains the foregoing information.

VOTERS WHO ARE PERMANENTLY AND TOTALLY DISABLED SHALL, AFTER
THEIR INITIAL REQUEST AND WITHOUT FURTHER ACTION ON THEIR PART,
BE FORWARDED AN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION BY THE COUNTY
CLERK FOR ALL FUTURE ELECTIONS IN WHICH THEY ARE ELIGIBLE TO
VOTE. PERMANENTLY AND TOTALLY DISABLED VOTERS ALSO HAVE THE
OPTION OF INDICATING ON THEIR ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATIONS THAT

ELECCION ESCOLAR
AVISO PARA LAS PERSONAS QUE DESEEN
PAPELETAS DE CIVIL AUSENTE

Si usted es un elector del Estado calificado y registrado, pero espera estar
ausente del mismo en Abril 19 de 2005, o va a estar en el Estado en Abril 19
de 2005, pero no va a poder ir a su lugar de votacién, por una las siguientes
razones: Incapacidad permanente o temporal; por enfermedad o incapacidad
fisica temporal; por causas religiosas; por asistir a la escuela, colegio o
universidad; o por horario o tipo de trabajo. Si usted desea votar en la Eleccion
Escolar en Abril 19 de 2005, por favor llene la solicitid de abajo y enviela a
la direccién indicada; o escriba, o solicite personalmente a la direccién o
teléfono de abajo, para que le envien una papeleta por correo. Su solicitad
debe incluir: su direccién residencial y la direccién a la cual quiere que le
envien la papeleta; su firma y la razén por la cual no podré votar en su lugar
de votacién. No se le enviaran o proveeran papeletas de civil ausente a nadie,
a menos que la solicitud sea recibida por lo menos 7 dias antes de la eleccién
y contenga la informacion requerida.

ELECTORES QUE SON PERMANENTE Y TOTALMENTE INCAPACITDOS DEBEN,
DESPUES DE SU SOLICITUD INICIAL, AUTOMATICAMENTE, RECIBIR UNA
PAPELETA DE CIVIL AUSENTE, DE LAS SECRETERIA DEL CONDADO, PARA
TODAS LAS FUTURAS ELECCIONES PARA LAS CUALE SEAN ELEGIBLES. DICHAS

counted rates and the ability to use
the county’s automated tee time sys-
tem. The system allows golfers to
schedule, change, or cancel tee times
by telephone or over the internet.

THEY WOULD PREFER TO RECEIVE ABSENTEE BALLOTS FOR EACH
ELECTION THAT TAKES PLACE DURING THE REMAINDER OF THIS
CALENDAR YEAR. PERMANENTLY AND TOTALLY DISABLED VOTERS WHO
EXERCISE THIS OPTION WILL BE FURNISHED WITH ABSENTEE BALLOTS
FOR EACH ELECTION THAT TAKES PLACE DURING THE REMAINDER OF
THIS CALENDAR YEAR, WITHOUT FURTHER ACTION ON THEIR PART.
APPLICATION FORMS MAY BE OBTAINED BY APPLYING TO THE

SOLICITUDES PUEDEN SER OBTENIDAS ESCRIBIENDO O LLAMANDO A LA

MENCIONADA DIRECCION O PUEDE ENVIAR LA SOLICITUD INCLUIDA ABAJO,
A LA MISMA DIRECCION.

Las solicitudes, excepto la solicitud postral federal, pueden ser obtenidas

en las siguiente direccién:

The annual registration fee is $35
for county residents, $30 for senior
and student residents and $45 for
non-county residents.

Middlesex County’s four courses
are open from dawn to dusk, seven
days a week year round.

“Traditionally, there are fewer
crowds this time of year, so tee times
are readily available and even walk-
ons are accommodated. Overall,
Middlesex County golf'is a good bet
now,” said Leonard J., Roseman,
chairman of the Middlesex County
Improvement Authority, which owns
and operates the courses.

For more information, call (732)
821-8881 for Tamarack; (609) 799-
4000 for The Meadows at Middlesex
or (732) 885-9600 for Raritan Land-
ing, or visit the MCIA website at
www.mciauth.com.

ELAINE M. FLYNN

MIDDLESEX COUNTY CLERK
COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
P.O. Box 1110

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. 08903

(732) 745-4463

UNDERSIGNED EITHER IN WRITING OR BY TELEPHONE, OR THE
APPLICATION FORM PROVIDED BELOW MAY BE COMPLETED AND
FORWARDED TO THE UNDERSIGNED.

FECHA: Febrero 25, 2005

DATE: February 25, 2005 ELAINE M. FLYNN

MIDDLESEX COUNTY CLERK

COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING
P.O. Box 1110

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. 08903

(732) 745-4463

TDD (732) 754-5553

A PERSON WITH A DISABILITY HAS THE RIGHT TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT
OR TO BE ASSISTED AT THE POLLS BY TWO ELECTION CLERKS, ONE FROM
EACH PARTY, OR BY A PERSON CHOSEN BY THE VOTER OTHER THAN THE
VOTER'S EMPLOYER OR AGENT OF THAT EMPLOYER, OR OFFICER OR AGENT
OF THE VOTERS'S UNION. VOTING LOCATIONS MUST BE ACCESSIBLE AND
ACCESSIBLE PARKING WITH PROPER SIGNAGE MUST BE PROVIDED. DEAF AND
HEARING IMPAIRED VOTERS CAN ACCESS THE FOLLOWING TDD NUMBER:
(732) 937-8364. INSTRUCTIONS PRINTED IN LARGE TYPE MUST BE
CONSPICUQUSLY DISPLAYED AT EACH PERMANENT REGISTRATION FACILITY
AND POLLING PLACE. VIOLATIONS OF THE ABOVE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED
TO THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS: (732) 745-3471.

UNA PERSONA INCAPACITADA TIENE EL DERECHO A VOTAR CON PAPELETA
DE AUSENTE O A SER ASISTIDA EN LAS URNAS POR DOS OFICIALES DE
ELECCIONES, UNO DE CADA PARTIDO, O POR UNA PERSONA ELEGIDA
POR EL VOTANTE QUE NO SEA SU JEFE, O EL AGENTE DE ESE JEFE, U
OFICIAL O AGENTE DE SU UNION. DEBEN SER PROVEIDOS LUGARES DE
VOTACION Y ESTACIONAMIENTOS QUE DEBEN SER ACCESIBLES Y
SENALIZADOS APROPIADAMENTE. VOTANTES SORDOS O CON POCA
AUDICION, PUEDEN CONTACTAR EL SIGUIENTE NUMERO TDD: (732) 937-
8364. INSTRUCCIONES IMPRESAS EN LETRA GRANDE DEBEN SER
CLARAMENTE EXHIBIDAS PERMANENTEMENTE EN CADA LUGAR DE REGISTRO
O VOTACION. VIOLACIONES A LO ANTERIOR DEBERAN SER REFERIDAS A LA
JUNTA DE ELECCIONES DEL CONDADO DE MIDDLESEX: (732) 745-3471.

SOLICITUD DE PAPELETA DE CIVIL AUSENTE
Usted debe solicitar una papeleta de ausente para cada eleccion. Por la
presente solicito una papeleta de ausente para la eleccion (indique una)
3 Primaria 4 General Q Municipal Q Especial
4 Local Escolar QJ Regional Escolar Q Técnica Escolar

Q Otra

1 Marque aqui si usted quiere materiales electorales en Espanol.
CIVILIAN ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATION

You must apply for an Absentee Ballot for each Election. | hereby

apply for an absentee ballot for the (Check One)

J Primary O General J Municipal Q Special

,que se realizara el

i
ngh SChOOl 1 Local School Q Regional School 1 Voc. Tech. School ESPECIFIQUE FECHA
REVISE Y COMPLETE
Ti’avel Baseball Q Other To be held on T Vivoen Q laciudad Q el pueblo Q el municipio Q el barrio
SPECIPY " Q la aldea de

’I-éam %nted CHECK AND COMPLETE E Mi residencia legal, incluyendo el numero de la calle, el de la ruta
| live inthe Q City Q Town Q Township Q Borough o0 ambos y el apartado, es la siguiente:
Q Village of

High School baseball teams are
wanted to compete in competitive
travel wood bat league. The league
will start up the end of May (or when

My legal residence address including Street Number and/or R.D.
Number and Box Number is as follows:

DIRECCION

: p * STREET ADDRESS MUNICIPIO CcODIGO POSTAL TELEFONO
high school baseball is done). For all Envien mi papeleta a la siguiente direccion:
new teams that register before April
. a P MUNICIPALITY ZIP CODE PHONE . / e
15, thev will receive free wood bats. e ol
: : : ; DIRECCION DE LA CALLE
We are also interested in putting to- Mail my ballot to the following address:
gether teams for individual players. e e e

Contact us at (732) 382-4610 for
details on how to enter a team.

STREET ADDRESS

INDIQUE LA RAZON PARA LA PAPELETA |
El dia de la eleccién no podré votar en mi urna regular debido a que:
Q Espero encontrarme ausente del estado de Nueva Jersey el dia

de la eleccion

MUNICIPALITY STATE ZIP CODE
CHECK REASON FOR BALLOT ;

| am unable to vote at my regular polling place on election day

because: .

Q | expect to be absent from the State of New Jersey on election day.

Soccer Squirts Returns

The South Plainfield Soccer Club
and United Soccer Academy will T g
again be hosting the popular “Soccer Q Of iliness or temporary physical disability.
Squirts” program this spring. Age Q | am permanently and totally disabled.
groups are 3-5 and 5-7. Dates for the
programs will be April 23, 30, May
7, 14, 21, and June 4. Cost is $89.

(FECHA DE LA PARTIDA)
QO Una enfermedad o incapacidad fisica.
Q Sufro de invalidez permanente y total.

Exprese la razén
*Q Sufro de invalidez permanente y total y deseo recibir una
papeleta de ausente para todas las elecciones que que se llevaran
acabo durante lo que resta del ano. |
Q El dia de la eleccion deberé observar un feriado religioso.
Q El dia de la eleccion estaré asistiendo como residente a una

state reason
*Q | am permanently and totally disabled and wish to receive an

absentee ballot for all elections to be held during the remainder
of the calendar year.

All sessions will be held at the Ken- Q Observance of a religious holiday on election day. escuela, escuela superior o unversidad.
neth Ave. fields. O Resident attendance at a school, college or university on election Q La naturaleza de mi trabajo y su horario, el dia de la eleccién.
i anroll. BlRIse 00 10 WvruRin day. Bajo pena de ley, yo certifico que mis anteriores afirmaciones son veraces y correctas
J g : Q Of nature and hours of my employment on election day.

edsocceracademy.com.

Under penalty of Law, | certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true and correct. ‘ FIRME SU NOMBRE COMO APARECE EN EL LIBRO DE REGISTRO

ESCRIBA O IMPRIMA SU NOMBRE

copy deadline .for ’ SIGN YOUR NAME AS IT APPEARS IN REGISTRY BOOK
the Observer is :

PRINT OR TYPE YOUR NAME

(R R N E N ERERENEENREEERNEEERENRSENRNSE-ESESE RS NRHE RN ]
® Si el votante se encuentra enfermo o recluido, puede solicitar un®

® t int dio d j torizado. b
every Monday, o f Eal s SRR REESIAR 4 L ATRA LR T TR, & voto de ausente por intermedio de un mensajero autorizado. &
e y apply 2 : :
5 for e authorized messenger. Messenger shall be a family member or ag |l e Nombroa mi mensajero autorizado.e
p.m. eregistered voter of this County. ) ® ° (NOMBRE DEL MENSAJERO) °
. ) : g .
A ®| designate / to be my ®
F"dav S paper Oauthogrllzed messenger (NAME OF MESSENGER) ® l : (FIRMA DEL VOTANTE) :
. . @
Please mail, fax or email s p e El mensajero autorizado debe firmar las solicitudes unicamente o
your copy (preferably 5 (SIGNATURE OF VOTER) ° e ante el Secretario del Condado o su delegado. °
i e Authorized messenger must sign application only in presence of ® * b
Eyﬁseelré( ngeglzngplgrée)r e County Clerk or County Clerk gesignee. L : (FIRMA DEL MENSAJERO) :
ou : ° o
« gy @ L
Send to South Plamfleld : SIGNATURE OF MESSENGER : ° (DIRECCION) -
Observer, 1110 Hamilton' - s E o
Blvd. Suite 1B, South S STREET ADDRESS 1 o WUNICIPIO CBBIGO POSTAL 3
Plalnfleld, NJ 07080. S S T e |l eeeccoecccoeoocooecoecececsooeceesoocccose
Faxto(908)668-8819 ece0e000000COOOOOOOOROEOEOEOOEOOOOSROOEOIOOD
or-email VOTER NOMBER S WARD ST VOTER NUMBER PARTY WARD DISTRICT
spobserver@comcast.net. ! : Rov. 1001
$335.50 e EE T By e o N OO 17-2/25/05 $335.50 1T-2/25/06
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Franklm Elementary School students enjoy a day at the beach courtesy of the school’s PTA.

Franklin Students Enjoy a Day at the Beach

Story/photos by Patricia Abbott

Franklin School students recently
enjoyed a day at the beach without
leaving the building. There were no
tourists, no long lines and no need
for sunscreen. The event sponsors, the
PTA, transformed the gym into an ex-
citing boardwalk, complete with all
the summertime fun essentials. Attire
for the event was beach wear and
summer play clothes.

Tickets in hand the students dashed
from game to game. There was plenty

policereport

* On Feb. 15 Desiree Monique
Lilly, 20, of Trenton was arrested for
driving on a suspended license and
two outstanding warrants at a motor
vehicle stop.

* Raceway Gas on Clinton Ave.
reported that a customer received
$26.50 worth of gas, but only had
$5 and would come back the next day
with the rest. The customer never re-
turned.

* On Feb. 17 Clive Anthony Rose,
42, of Piscataway was arrested for hin-
dering apprehension and an outstand-
ing warrant at a motor vehicle stop.

» Walter Douglas Walker, 32, of
Scotch Plains was arrested for driv-
ing on a suspended license, failure to
observe a red light and an outstand-
ing warrant at a motor vehicle stop.

* Eric V. Magazine, 31, of South
Plainfield was arrested for driving on
a suspended license and two outstand-
ing warrants at a motor vehicle stop.

* A Sodexho worked reported that
their rear windshield had been
cracked while parked at Grant Cen-
tral Elementary School.

* On Feb. 18 Aaron R. Brown, 30,
of Piscataway was arrested for driv-
ing on a suspended license and an
outstanding warrant at a motor ve-
hicle stop.

* The high school reported that a
window had been broken on one of
the schools’ maintenance vehicles.

* A Front St. resident reported the
theft of two portable CD players and
five CD’s from their unlocked vehicle.

* On Feb. 19 Sharif Ar-Raheem,
22, of Franklin Park was arrested for
driving while intoxicated, refusal to
submit to a breathalizer test, reckless
driving, having an open alcoholic
container in a car, failure to follow
approved turning course, failure to
stay right, failure to exhibit an insur-
ance card and having no insurance at
a motor vehicle stop.

* On Feb. 20 Saturnino Bolvito
Hernandez, 34, of Philadelphia, Pa.
was arrested for exhibiting a fraudu-
lent license, being an unlicensed driv-
ing and two outstanding warrants at
a motor vehicle stop.

'-"-".'-'-'-'-'.'-‘-'-'-'-'ﬂ-'-
* COMING SOON... *,

A new and improved website 'f'
0

N for the South Plainfield
Observer. Watch for details.

e a e g g S

to choose from, including arts and
crafts, face painting, spin art, tattoos,
face painting, toss, bowling and dart
games, as well as dozens of prizes to
choose from. Half the gym was dedi-

cated to volleyball. T‘. ams played a
lively game using a beach ball. DJ
Kevin Murtagh filled the room with
summer tunes and kept the crowd
dancing. No boardwalk would be
complete without food, and this party
had plenty of it. The pint-sized beach
bunnies and beach bums enjoyed
hotdogs, pizza, snacks, soda and ices.

Beach party DJ Kevin Murtagh.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED

MERCHANDISER NEEDED FOR A
rapidly growing company. Immediate
FT servicing hardware dept in home im-
provement stores in New Jersey. Must
be handy. hardworking indivdual w/de-
pendable car, valid license. Bkg/drug
screen. $500/wk, car expenses, medical,
401k. Call 1-800-726-3404 ext 305.

ASSOCIATES WANTED-LOOKING
for associates to give away frechealth
care products. Must have access to a tele-
phone and a computer. Exc. compensa-
tion plan. Work from home. For more
mfo contact Tom at (9()6) 7\7 ()M{]

2 B/R,2 BATH APT.-INCLUDES UTILI-
ties. Parking & private entrance. Good
neighborhood. $1200. (908) 249-8980.

COMPUTER: INTERNET SERVICE

WANT TO PROMOTE BUSINESS ON
INTERNET?-We develop and host qual-
ity Website for less cost. Call 917-294-
9560 email: liberty tec@hotmail.com

FOR SALE

DINING ROOM SET-72X42 RECTAN-
gular glass top on black metal base w/6
matching high back upholstered metal
chairs. $500 or B/O. Currently selling in
Fortunoff for $950. Call (908) 753-2328.

MINT-CONDITION
PLATINUM GAME CUBE
with platinum controller &

Wavebird controller

(wireless), plus 7 games.
Asking $150 (flexible).
Call (732) 545-3132.

2 FAMILY HOUSE IN
SOUTH PLAINFIELD
Two bedroom, 1 bath on each
floor. Three different entrances.
Big lot. In good condition.

$379,900

Call (908) 249-8980

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: EVERY MONDAY, 5 PM-

{ AUTOBODY

| | AUTO REPAIR/MAINTENANCE | |

. 2210 Hamilton BIYd.
South Plainfield
New Jersey 07080

908-757-5100%
Fax: 908-757-3105

Mon-Fri 8-5

c &R Bill & Tom
235 Hamilton Bivd. South Plainfield
Complete Foreign & Domestic
Auto & Truck Repair  Tires, Brakes
‘Shocks & Suspension « Front End

__Exhaust Systems « Tune Ups

908-754-8313

Fleet Service

119 Hamilton Blvd.
| South Plainfield, NJ 07080

All Types of

Commercial * Residential « Carpel * Area Rugs * Ceramic * Hardwood

a

Flooring

Phone: (908) 757-3470

Fax: (908) 756-4040

GRAPHICS 38 HEALTH & WELLNESS
* Invitations ' : 4
ARE YOU Hua Kang Health Center
WAITING * Brochures £ Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology -
' on, * Resumes mry7rxrq Acupuncture ¢ Chinese Herbs « Facial
.3 3 [ Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experience
L4 Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.
ADVERTISE YOUR e Fyers Effective in treatment of varicus pains, symptoms and body needs.
w"'!” "‘k! G &G oR APHICS Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm
FORASLITTLE - h Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available. Treat yourself
AS $15 PER WEEK 11810 ‘;'lag‘lnog ?('deﬁJsg;tg 103 We accept credit cards and health insurance. at our three
* outh Plainfieid, 8 1763 Lincoln Highway (Rt. 27) Edison *732-819-0058 locations.
902-668-0010 908-668-0010+ Fax: 908-668-8819 126 Plainfield Ave. Edison *732-572-5599 »
email: ggnan@aol.com 275 Rt. 18 South, East Brunswick732-967-1300
| MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE | [ PARTS & EQUIPMENT | | PAVING/MASONRY |

Call

KLK Trucking for:
Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield Mix,
Decorative & Crushed Stone
Sanding * Salting * Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

M PADRTS & FOQUIPMENT

DParts=Sales=Service=Lentals
WE ARE A FULL SERVICE DEALER!

CATERING TO: CONTRACTORS,
LANDSCAPERS, HOMEOWNERS

Daut Bunicr, Owsrr
250 Mack Place, South Plainfield
POS-822-9828

(D08 75671096 fax)

, ASPI \// § MASONEY

Specializing in All Types of
Brcr Pavirs & Brocr Waits
Masonry and Driveways,

W' Steps, Sidewalks, Walkways, Patios,
and Gutter Cleaning

Jack Barrios

(908) 753-1659

Call for

Free Estimales

REAL ESTATE

“ Nobody knows
South Plainfield
like Joe Diegnan.”

Business

755-5300 x 315
Evening:
A — (“’)o; .56 9123
.]()scph Email. Diegnand@morettirealty com
])iegnan Reatton-Assocute & Lirere S0. PLASFIELD RESIDENT

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfigld, NJ 07080

(908) 7

&

Robert Publik

Realtor-Associate ||

Business:
(732) 549-9000 x 358
Evenings:
(908) 755-2709

E-Mail: bobp@cameast.net

Robert Publik

Orrices in N Episos, \\uumuunu Corozma

Moretti Realty

Put your trust in a Realtor
who can get the most
money through
knowledge & experience!

Evelyn
Sherwood
Broker-
SR A Associate
Dvec28yeats | (yffice: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313

experience In 4 S £ A

, South Plainfieis] (908) 753-1346 Evenings

‘ &vicinty | Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com [
|

K 225 Maple Ave., South Plamﬂeld J

ROOFING 5

J.T. PENYAK
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908-753-4763

124 CAMDEN AVE.
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080
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HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

MATTRESS & BOX-A QUEEN SIZE
set, new ortho/plush in plastic, sacrifice
$100 - (732) 259-6690.

MATTRESS SET-QUEEN PILLOW
top, new w/ warranty. $135. Can De-
liver. (732) 259-6690.

BEDROOM SET-SLEIGH BED,
chest, dresser/mirror, n-stand. Value
$2400, sell $975. (732) 259-6690.

BED-QUEEN SET, VISCO ELASTIC
Memory Foam, as seen on TV, still in
plastic. Value $1300, sell $390. Can de-
liver. (732) 259-6690.

DINING ROOM-BEAUTIFUL TABLE,
6 chairs, hutch and buffet. New in box.
$895. Can deliver (732) 259-6690.

GET MORE BANG
FOR
YOUR BUCK!

Look for Observer classifieds on
our websile, spobserver.com, in
the coming weeks!!!!

Professional Services

Classifieds

Classified Rates: $11 for 3 lines (min.) $1 ea. add.

TRUCKS S FOR SALE

NEW LOCATION~6 ACRES OF TRUCKS

(3) 2005 GMC w3500 14'

136 TALMADGE RD.
EDISON, NJ

ASK FOR TONY D.

800-899-5226 EXT. 110
908-380-4384 CELL
732-491-2152 FAX

GMC PROGRAMS

ALL W-SERIES
FINANCE
OR LEASE 4.9%

2004/C4500

$ REBATE

2005/C4500
3.9% or
$ REBATE

HUGE

line (10% disc. for 4 consecutive insertions)

' New 2004 and 2005 GMC T-SERIES

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE: www.spobserver.com

FINANCIAL SERVICES

To advertise in the Business
& Professional Services

section, call 908-668-0010.

-

COMPUTERS

|

2

CONTRACTORS

E

FITNESS CENTERS | | FURNITURE REPAIRS |

Concerned About Computer ' BUILDER & Hire a handyman SLIM AND TONE I
TR TR TR | GENERAL CONTRACTOR . “tig COH(]}I)CI‘”ﬂiilt H IR P N ﬂl‘;\mmﬂjﬂr
For advice and installation, NJ DCA LIC #019771 on e T R ; isi
call Stan Wilkinson at Since 1981 °\7§;3,° J eyD ou § - [PORste Workodfor Homon Fumli’{:::;s;{)en airs
. . Experience CHEPUIJS- ) 539 MOﬂthl g VVI'[h l . p
ST Computers Lo';(’),an;,sf ;’;I;{)ers o IMPR:)VET\GE:JTS S ‘ ; No lnitmiozl Fee! On-Site
- - & btier | £ E Scratches * Gouges + Pet Damage
QPB -769-0709 '*$ ADDITIONS * KITCHENS = Specializing in small jobs for the home & offce. o 3@& Open all day Water Marks * Burns
New Computers/Upgrades ] Structural Repairs * Broken Joints
« Hardware/Software Installations BATHROOMS & RELIABLE, FULLY INSURED * |'SL| M/ 2601 Hamilton Bivd. Antique Restoration
* In Home Service Office Renovations = RENOVATIONS REMODELING: | A0 mume | (between Home Depot Kitehon Cahinets ol itiod
« Some Used Computers Available [ FREE ESTIMATES | ﬁ = IREP%IR(I)N”G . & TO N E S Rashenirie) And MUCH MORE!
Ce'|: 732-423.3504 : s0 SP(FIG zZing in as rill instaliations '-‘-; 2 (908) 69 0009 ik --

Email: stcomputers@comcast.net —/ grj T (908) 755-8440
| JUNKREMOVAL | [ MASSAGE THERAPY | | MASONRY ] 1 MORTGAGES |
{ JUNK REMOVAL V5, X/\.‘I/ﬁﬁw igi SR . O S Shate s
¢ WE TAKE &\;+. /7. CENTRAL JERSEY | - « Sidewalks : s, o apsripobuber

J\. 'i!f-\,' » 0  Holistic Health Center and Spa "‘ . < Brickwork H 1 p— i
. fhmmG: oY+ MASSAGE  REFLEXOLOGY | MASON RY « Brickpavers ‘ ’
i g e « Patios H ||
{ Any Item DOULA LAROR ASSISTANT ) = « Belgian Block Curing | \
RemQVEd! ¢ { Roxanne Cortese,cp.cup,cMT | 'Fﬂuna"uns LEG F “—_;'m‘-_"_»‘ |
‘ s N ‘:"M 2 1\; <\ ),I, !..\‘ ‘ \ All. TYPES OF MASONRY o LEGACY MORTGAGE INC
— — e “ . [ . 4 — Home Office (908) 222-1745
A.J.’S JUNK REMOVAL é (‘)m)‘:“)\ € 1. 1511 ] CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE -Fﬂ?ﬂcﬂ drains 5 ;
(908) 229-4831 ¢ I 732 926-8686  Chimneys § WA el s o
.................. N P — _/ —t/ XX XXX T XXX X T XX XXX XXX XXX TLTLXLTXLLE e 4
[_PAVING/MASONRY _| | PLUMBER 1] PAINTING 11 REAL ESTATE ]
ol 31 Gentu, # Prudential
__.‘A L _@_ : : -y DU lse-y € Moretti Realty | & Rose REALTORS® | ‘
DiFRANCESCO . : INTERIOR SPECIALSTS| | anouse-soi Rose Marie Pelton |{i
PAVING * MASONRY. BProfessional Plumbingli : S name in s e
‘ : ¥ & Heating Inc. 3 anllty (nterl?r alnhtqu South Plainfield | Seuza fi{;::rﬁ;gyf:xsdem
DI'IVEWOyS £ Park/ng Lots . AP | sty . Free estimates, low prices For 43 Years! s ool
Steps * Walkways * Patios (908) 561-1 941 908-757-6640 Call the NI Real | S
Pavers * Concrete . South Plainfield, Call today! EState BN  Charfes L. Decker Jr Fax 908-753-0136

Drainage « Water Proofing
c———13RD GENERATIONI——1

908-668-8434

SALON ]
me ©ONe ome eme eoR
B : &

let us put yon n a
B new trendy look... -4
e Specializing in Color, Foils, c
- Haircuts, Wedding Parties ®
- -
Ouwutih
e ide -4
alon
| iy 1
[} I s, M O\ £
uth Pla 90 53-511¢
= | | L § W

FRANK MCCARTHY

License #8741

\--------'

Bullseye Services

We also do minor home repairs!

Realtor Associate
908-755-5300 x 340

Teday!

Fuli Time, Full Service Realtor, Call Today

I

\
SNOWPLOWING

SPIRITS

i

Rose Marie Pelton

RosePeltonia att.net

a2 .
!;’ Prudential Rose REALTORS®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07063

TRAVEL j

[ SNOW REMOVAL ]

//l/ ,//,ff/l/// f///
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL @

PLOWING SALTING — ANTI-ICING |
BACKHOE SNOW LOADERS ||
Office Buildings * Industrial Plants

Retail Stores * Churches
Aportment & Condo Complexes

Fully Ins

72 (-«.4;

24 hour service ured

908-756-

(’.

Lalaria
Landscaping
_ SNOWPLOWING

Leslie Chambers

Telephone: (908) 917-7668
Fax: (908) 757-5175

* Fully lnsured *
Affor dabr‘e and Re/mé/e" »

B8
S

1645 Park Avenue,
~——— South Plainfield

g 7919463

Sal s Spirit Shoppe

Cavit (1.5 liter)

Pinot Grigio......... $g99 gﬂaonf: 18:;1.
Estate Cellars Sundays
?’S{{lp‘t‘iz)mtandel s349 {am-7pm
{f : $549

Bring in this ad for 10% off on wines

(FIRST CLASS TRAVEL

The World

Your Concierge To

CALL NOW FOR OUR
WINTER SPECIAI.S"’

I (008 7533777 Hp e |
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Taxpayers with Access to Computer and Internet Qualify for Free File

The Internal Revenue Service to-
day marked the opening of IRS e-file
with an appeal to taxpayers and tax
professionals alike: Hit the ‘send’ but-
ton.

Fast, accurate and secure, IRS e-
file marks a major milestone this year
as half of the nation’s taxpayers are
expected to file their tax returns elec-
tronically. The popular program fa-
vored by millions of taxpayers is now
available for use.

Also, Free File - the free tax-service
partnership and an important com-
ponent of IRS e-file - opens its third
vear with free service offerings to
more taxpayers than ever who have
access to a computer and the Internet.

“IRS e-file has proven itself to tax-
pavers vear after vear. It is fast, accu-
rate and secure. It's easy to use. Tax-

payers can receive their refunds in half

the ume,” said IRS Commissioner
Mark W. Everson. *T also would urge
all tax preparers to consider electroni-
cally filing their clients’ returns. IRS
e-file is good for business, whether
you are a taxpayer or a tax profes-
sional.”

In New Jersey, the IRS projects to
receive nearly 4.1 million tax returns
this vear with over 1.7 million tax-
pavers opting for the easier and faster
IRS e-file. Last year, 1.35 million tax
returns were e-filed by New Jerseyans.
Natonwide, the IRS expects half of
the 132 million taxpayers will file their
returns electronically. Last year, nearly
62 million tax returns were filed elec-
tronically.

IRS e-file began as a pilot project
in three cities (Phoenix; Cincinnat,

Ohio and Raleigh/Durham, N.C.) in
1986 and 25,000 returns were elec-
tronically filed. The program opened
nationwide in 1990 and 4.1 million
returns were electronically filed.

Taxpayers can file their returns elec-
tronically either by using an e-file-ap-
proved tax professional, purchasing
over-the-counter computer software
or downloading Internet-based soft-
ware.

Since 2003, taxpayers also have
been able to access free tax software
and free e-filing through the IRS Web
site thanks to a public-private part-
nership. The IRS and a consortium
of tax software manufacturers offer
free services through Free File. Last
year, more than 3.5 million taxpay-
ers used Free File. At the start of this
vear, the Free File program includes

15 companies, with more possible in
coming weeks.

For 2005, any taxpayer with access
to a computer and the Internet will
qualify for Free File. Each company
sets its own criteria for free usage. The
criteria varies but often is based on
income, state residency and age. Some
have no restrictions for participation.

Companies are allowed to alter
their offers during the filing season.

“We've once again expanded the
population of those who can partici-
pate in e-file,” Everson said.

The vast majority of electronically
prepared returns are filed by tax pro-
fessionals. However, the fastest

growth rate is among taxpayers us-
ing software to prepare their own re-
turns. The number of self-prepared
computer filed returns has nearly

tripled recently to 14.5 million returns
in 2004 from 5 million returns in
2000. In New Jersey, nearly 303,000
returns in 2004 were self-prepared
computer filed returns.

In addition, the IRS estimates that
more than 35 million tax returns each
year are prepared on a computer.
However, instead of using the e-file
option and hitting the ‘send’ button,
taxpayers and tax preparers hit the
“print” button and mail in the return.
The IRS encourages these taxpayers
to consider the benefits of filing elec-
tronically.

“I’s the fastest, easiest way to do
your tax return,” Everson said. “There
are fewer errors so there are fewer
refund delays. And, if you e-file and
use direct deposit, you can receive your
refund in approximately two weeks.”

Mary DiNardo

Mary DiNardo died on Tuesday,
Feb. 15 at Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit.

Born and raised in Newark, she had
lived in South Plainfield for the past
40 years.

Mary had worked for most of her
life, beginning at Prudental in New-
ark, where she had worked as a pay-
roll administrator for eight vears. In
the mid-1960s, she worked as a clerk
in the South Plainfield Borough Hall
and in the late 1960’s, she was the co-
owner of Josie’s Bridal Shop in
Plainfield. From 1979 to 1992, she
owned and operated, with her late
husband, Rocco DiNardo, DiNardo’s
Restaurants in Edison and South
Plainfield. She retired in 1993.

In addition to her working, over
the vears she had been a volunteer at
Nihlezhsers Fesprel mPrnfitdnd
she was a member of the Plainfield
Area Chapter of Deborah. She was also
a member of Sacred Heart Church.

Mary was a longtime bingo and card
plaver and she enjoyed her trips to
Atlantic City.

She was predeceased by both of her
husbands, Rocco DiNardo in 1990
and Louis Garrubbo, who died in
1958. She was also predeceased by two
sisters, Gloria Zable and Loretta
Bary lsk} and by a brother, Nicholas
Santora.

A loving mother and grandmother,
she is survived by three daughters and
sons-in-law, Mary Lou and Louis
Stiegelmaver of South Plainfield, Carol
Garrubbo-Boyer and Peter Boyer of
Berkley Heights and Dawn DiNardo-
Lippi and Jon Lippi of South
Plainfield; a son, Gary Garrubbo of
South Plainfield; three sisters, Lena
Balazs and her husband Joseph of
South Plainfield, Rita DiCuollo Lam-
bert of South Plainfield and Dolores
Watson of Oklahoma and by six grand-
children, Mark and Ryan Stiegelmayer,
Jake, Matthew and Zachary Boyer and
by one-week-old Rocco Mario Lippi.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Func,raLs.

Alice Lehman Lesche, 89

Alice Lehman Lesche, a resident at
Hartwyck at Cedarbrook Nursing
Home in Plainfield died on Sundw
Feb. 13.

Born in Allentown, Pa., she and her
husband, Heinz, moved to Corning,
New York in 1935, where they raised
their family. In 1972, they retired to
Venice, Fla. They were members of
their church choir and volunteers at
Bon Secour Hospital in Venice, Fla.
In 1999, they moved to South
Plainfield.

Although Alice spent a number of
years as an executive secretary at the
Corning Glass Works, her first love was
her family. She was a wonderful home-
maker and was admired for her fine
needlework. She loved music, was an
excellent pianist and with her husband,
enjoyed traveling the world. All who
kaew A renaked o b Kad,
gentle soul.

Mrs. Lesche was predeceased by her
husband, Heinz.

She is survived by three children,
Virginia Green and her husband, Ed-
ward of South Plainfield, Nancy

Kirchmyer and her husband, James of

Hebron, Conn. and Robert Lesche
and his wife, Deanna of Beltsville, MD.

Also surviving are seven grandchil-
dren, seven great grandchildren and
two great-great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be held at
Wesley Methodist Church at a date to
be announced.

ArrangeTAcnts are under the direc-
tion of the McCriskin Home For Fu-
nerals.

Mary Jane McLouth, 85

Mary Jane McLouth died on Sun-
day, Feb. 20 at Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Newark, New York, she
grew up in upstate New York and was
a 1938 graduate of Greenbriar Junior
College for Women in Greenbriar, W.
Virginia. She was married at the age
of 19 in 1939 and later resided in Lin-

den, before settling to Elizabeth where
she had resided for many vears. She
moved to Plainfield five vears ago.

A homemaker, Mrs. McLouth en-
joyed spending her time reading and
knitting.

Her husband, William B. McLouth,
died in 1999.

She is survived by two daughters,
Judy and Pamela McLouth, both of
California; two sons, William B. Jr. and
his wife, Barbara McLouth of South
Plainfield and Peter and his wife, Diana
McLouth of Va.

In addition, she is survived by eight
grandchildren and six great grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services will be held pri-
vately under the direction of the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

J. Oliver Lindstrom, 84

J. Oliver Lindstrom died on Friday,
Feb. 18 at home.

Born in Waterbury, Conn., he had
resided in various states as the son of a
Lutheran Minister. He later resided in
Dunellen before settling to South
Plainfield in the late 1950s.

A veteran of World War I1, he served
in the Army with the 137 4* Engi-
neer Petroleuam Company, participat-
ing in the invasion of Normandy
Beach on D-Day.

He is a former member of St.
Stephens Lutheran Church.

Employed by Celaneses in Summiit
as a chemist, he retired in the late
19707.

His wife, Evelyn (Wort) Lindstrom,
died a short time after her husband.

Surviving are a daughter, Ann L.
and her husband, Ken Semanchik of
Lebanon; a sister, Nelma Luckow and
a brother, Stuart Lindstrom. In addi-
tion, he is survived by four grandchil-
dren, Andrew, Kasandra, Kristen and
Michael Semanchik.

Funeral services were held privately
at the wishes of the family under the
direction of the McCriskin Home For
Funerals of South Plainfield.

(908) 561-8000

Criskin

HOME FOR FUNERALS, 11

2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
“An Independent, Family Owned & Operated Funeral Home”

PRE ARRANGEMENTS * S/S MEDICAID PROTECTION * CREMATION SERVICES

o IZ-C9 B

Richard W. McCriskin, Mgr., N.J. Lic. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, N.J. Lic. No. 3382

www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com

James A. Gustafson, N.J. Lic. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin II, N.J. Lic. No. 4564

Fax (908) 561-6744

Evelyn (Wort)
Lindstrom, 86

Evelyn (Wort) Lindstrom died on
Friday, Feb. 18 at home.

Born in Newark, she had resided in
Dunellen before settling to South
Plainfield in the late 1950s.

Mrs. Lindstrom had worked as a
clerk for Prudential Insurance Co. in
Newark and later was employed as
OB/OR Technician for Muhlenberg
Regional Medical Center in Plainfield
betore her retirement in the 1980’.

She is a former member of St.
Stephens Lutheran Church in South
Plainfield.

Her husband, J. Oliver Lindstrom,
died a short time prior to her death.

Surviving are a daughter, Ann L.
and her husband, Ken Semanchik of
Lebanon and four grandchildren, An-
drew, Kasandra, Kristen and Michael
Semanchik.

Funeral services were held privately
at the wishes of the family under the
direction of the McCriskin Home For
Funerals of South Plainfield.

Wasyl “Bill” Dubyna,
90

Wasyl “Bill” Dubyna of Scotch
Plains died Wednesday, Feb. 9 at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield.

Bill was born in the Ukraine and
came to the United States in 1941,
where he lived in Newark. He settled
to Scotch Plains in 1956.

Bill was a member of St. Andrews
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in South
Bound Brook. He was a meat packer
for 18 years, retiring in 1980 from Best
Provision, Inc. in Newark.

Bill is survived by his wife, Irene
(Bittner) Dubyna, a son, George
Dubyna and a daughter, Lorisa
Hewitt. He was grandfather of Mark
and wife Paula, Jean Dubyna-Coury
and husband Michael and Lisa and
Chris Hewitt. He was great g_randfa-
ther of Kristen and Brooke Dubyna
and Chloe Coury. Bill is also survived
by family members in the Ukraine.

Funeral services were held at the
Rossi Funeral Home.

ITIS FAR EASIER FOR YOUR

FAMILY IF YOU PLAN AHEAD

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains

Visit Dur New Cremorial Gardens
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Cremorial Benches, and In-Ground Burial
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Advanced planning” a funeral sounds odd,
but very effectively reduces the burden of making decisions
during an already difficult time.

We specialize in guiding families through this process,
and are available to help if ever you choose to do so.




