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Fugitive Arrested
After Police Battle

During Rev. Timothy Lambert's First Friday Mass at Sacred Heart Church the Sacred Heart School students for
the month for January were announced. They are 8B: Ryan Hohner, PK: Sean Lavelle, 8A: Ashley Forbes, K:
Emily Kearney; 7A: Kaitlin Muglia, 1a: Justin Inigo, 7B: Andrea Anguilar, 2"": Robert Ruiz, 6*1: Caresse Simmonds,
3A: Mia Mathis, 5*: Zuleima Vielma, 3B: Patrick Bogart, 4th: Erick Colannello, Gym: Juan Edney.

TingleyRubberRezonedAfterHeatedDebate
The Borough Council chambers

were filled for Tuesda) night's meet-
ing. The proposal to re/one the 2 —
acre 1 inglcv Rubber
1",'pot\ "om "Whafs popular is
industrial to an age i r
restricted residential JXOt alwOVS light and

>roduccd i

did .i study and if the project is built,
there w lii lie a 6.8 percent increase m

"imlxT of unit-; in town and a
4.5 percent increase
in our population.
"We don't need
this. It seems to be
in the wrong place

ns h.is built several properties during
the past lew years m Middlesex Coun-
ty, including Traditions on Durham
Avc. On several occasions, speakers

a • (Continued on page 7)

While on patrol on Monday m< im-
ing, South Plainfield Police Officer
Wayne Diana observed Kenneth An-
thony Lee, 22. in front of his West
\\c. home. He recognized Lee as
having an active no bail, probation
warrant on previous drug charges in
Union (ounty.

Lee entered a taxi and left the
area, however police officers and
detectives were able to stop the taxi a
short distance away. Lee tied the cab
and was observed reaching into his
waist trying to retrieve something,
then locked himself inside his home,
leading police to believe he could pos-
sibly be armed.

I .ee's older sister left the house un-
harmed .md staved with police during
the confrontation. Lt. Michael Gren-
nier established communicatu >ns with
Lee via ceil phone and talked to Inm
for an hour and a half trying to nego-
tiate his surrender. A negotiator from
the Middlesex County Prosecutor's

Office was also on the scene. On sev-
eral occasion Lee sr<xxj on the porch
in an attempt to surrender, but ran
back inside and locked himself in.

Finally Detective Chris Coluc-
ci kicked in the door and officers
searched the residence. Lee
found hiding under a set ot stairs
in the house. He put up a tight, but
was eventually taken into custody. A
further search of the home produced
drug paraphernalia, bur no weapon
was found.

While at police headquarters Lee
continued to snuggle and damaged
a door in the holding room. He was
ultimately charged with violation or
a probation warrant, resisting arrest,
contempt of court and criminal mis-
chief. Hail for the South Plainfield
charge ot criminal mischief >s
i25,0UU, houc\ci the probation
warrant c.irricd no bail. He is cur-
rently being held at the Middlesex
County Adult Corrections FacilitV

heated debate-with Wndt S right IS YlOt andthcwrongi.se
most oi those at- 7 / w tor the location.
tending the meeting UlVVUyj jJUfJLliUi. said Jones,
against the idea and -Mayor Dan Gallagher Mayor Gallagher

stressed that this or-v ime |USI wanting t< >
tinJ out moreaboui it. Age restricted
means that at least one resident must
lx- 55 years old. ()n!y Joe /ekas spoke
in favor of the ordinance. In the end,
the council voted unanimously to
re/.one the property,

Questions related to property
taxes, access to stores, traffic and
safety. Those objecting sighted nearby
industrial property, train tracks and a
gas pipeline, as well as noise from the
traffic on Kt. 2cS~. Mayor Gallagher
said thai 23 percent ot South Plain
field's population consists ot seniors.
The Mayor added, "1 am not tryingto
sell something thai ucts.i loi of money
for the borough; 1 think the need for
senior housing is more important."

According to Councilwoman
Kathy Thomas, the property is now
\ acani resulting in no revenue tor the
borough. Prospects lor an industrial
company purchasing the property
arc slight, [frczoned residential, this
proper ty wil l p rov ide over S I M an-
nual ly m tax revenues; t h e fust year
$3M will be received, 60 percent ot
w Inch will go to the schools without
any increased enrollment.

A traffic study conducted by lack
Morris, u ho is proposing to build on
the development, says traffic, during
peak hours will be less from a resi-
dential development than industrial.
Bob Jones, who opposes rc/.oning,
questioned any traffic study done
by a proposed developer and telt
there would be more credibility in .\n
independent study. 1 le asked that the
council reject the rezoning proposal
and take another look. He said he

dinance in front of the council was to
re/one the Tinglcy Rubber property
and not approve what it will or will
not contain. The applicant will have
to appear m front ot'either the Plan-
ning Board or Hoard of Adjustment
lo be granted permission to build. At
that time all specifics will be presented
MK\ discussed before the board's ap-
proval.

The tact that Jack Morns is propos-
ing to construct approximately 484
apartment units on this property, was
a topic brought up several times. Mor

Court Gives OKtoJunk Yard Cleanup
Company's Failure to Act Leads to Shutdown

Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) commissioner
Bradley M. Campbell applauded
the Superior Court for directing
the Boro Auto Wrecking Company
in South Plainfield DO cease opera-
tions and tor allowing the DEP un-
fettered access for IS months to
clean up the contaminated scrap yard.
In addition, the court ordered Boro
Aut< i K > pay DEP a penalty ot $25,250.
"I commend the court tor recognizing
the urgent need to address contami-
nation at this significantly polluted
facility,51 said Commissioner Camp-

Accident Sends
Three to the Hospital

Shortly after midnight on
Sunday, a 1992 Toyota 4Runner
owned by I^MVJ, S. Iran, ,-!4, of
Bloomfield, was traveling south
bound on Hamilton Blvd., near
Montrose Avc.

Fran's vehicle crossed over into
the northbound lane and struck a
1995 Mitsubishi Gallant, operated
In Darshan Suthar, 17, ot" South
Plainfield.

As a result of the crash, Suthar
sustained injuries to his arms and
was taken to Muhlenberg 1 [ospital
by the South Plainfield Rescue
Squad.

"Iran and his passenger Thong
Nguyen, 34, of South Plainfield
were transported to Robert Wood

Johnson University Hospital tor
treatment of neck and head inju-
i icv Ail of the parties were wearing
seatbelts at the time cSt'thc crash.

Iran was charged with assault
by auto, a third degree crime, since
he was operating hjs vehicle while
under the influence of alcohol. In
a d d i t i o n , h e w a s c h a r g e d w i t h
driving while intoxicated, reckless
drh ing and failure to keep right.

Police Officers Michael Molinaro
and Vincent (ampagna are investi-
gating this accident.

Anyone w ith additional infor-
mation regarding this crash should
contact Officer Campagna of South
Plainfield Police Traffic Safety Unit
at (908) 226 78l).s.

bell. The shutdown of this facility
is long overdue after wars of stalling
by the responsible party We are de-
termined to clean up rhis site to help
protect the Raritan River watershed"

In November, Attorney General
Peter Harvev filed a motion in the
Superior Court. Chancery Divi-

Middlesex County on behalf
of' the DEP calling for the closure
of Boro Auto. Judge Praxis L.
Francis issued his order on Feb. 4.
"Boro Auto Wrecking has contami-
nated land in South Plainfield with
PCBs, gasoline and other hazardous
substances, which put at risk the
health of children and adults living
in this community," said Attorney
General Harvey. "Acting at our
request, the Court has stopped the
polluting acrivitv of this company.
We will continue to protect New
Jersey's land, water and air through
aggressive environmental enforce-
ment."

"It is impossible to commend
Commissioner Campbell adequately
for his steadfast determination to re-
move this environmental hazard that
has been left unattended for nearby
20 years," Assemblyman Patrick
1. Diegnan, [r. said. "As a lifelong
resident ot' South Plainfield. it is
reassuring to km >w that the health and
safety of those who live in our bor-
ough area top priority to the Depart-
ment ofEnvironmental Protection."
DEP has authorized $500,000 to
begin publicly funded testing and
cleanup work at the Boro Auto
Wrecking Site Among the hazard-
ous substances contaminating the

site and threatening nearby nai
resources are PC Bs and petroleum
hydrocarbons.

DEP's initial scope or work calls
for the classification and removal
of on-site waste
will be graded, a cap installed, and a
stormwater collection and treatment
system installed to prevent pollution
of area water resources. A renw
investigation will determine the ex-
tent of off-site contamination. DF.P's
remedy also calls ft >r the excavation ot
PCJB soils and off-sire dispi

Boro Auto is a salvage and metal
recycling facility that had been in
operation since ll'.-!6. It processed
automobile engines and transmissions
and other rvpes of scrap n*

Previous investigations performed
by the company found soil and

id water contamination from the
company's operations, icsi^o; off-she
properties revealed soil contamina-
tion from stormwater coming from
the site. The state was forced to take
this latest action after Boro Auto's
failure to perform remedial investi-
gations and actions required by a
1990 DEP administrative consent
order AC O . a 1997 judicial consent
order and a 2003 DEPACQ

According to Mayor Dan Gallagher,
after the IS month closure, if the DEP
declares the property has been cleaned
up, thev can go Kick into business.

Gallagher added that he will be-
hard pressed from stopping the junk
yard from opening again, but at
least he will have IS months think
about it.


