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Three members of the Borough Council were sworn in at the annual reorganization meeting on Jan. 2. Pictured from left are Councilman Dennis Cerami with wife Michelle and children
Joe, Dennis and Jessica; Charles Butrico with wife Sherry and daughters Dana, Michelle and Kristie, and Kathy Thomas with husban[]GDiO10iB@DB9(lQDDnDODDD

Cerami, Butrico and Thomas Sworn In
Mayor Gallagher Offers Optimistic Outlook at Reorganization

On Sunday aftcrrtoon Borough
II.ill was filled with relatives,
Iriiiuls, residents and well wish-
ers' who attended (he annual 2005
Reorganization Meeting. Included
in the crowd were many dignitar-
ies, including Assemblyman Peter
Barnes, Freeholder John I'ulomena,
former council presidents Jim VokraJ
and foann Graff, Board of Education
member Tim Morgan, both the for-
mer and present police chiefs, Robert

Mcrkler, John Fcrraro and Fire Chief
Lam- Del Negro.

The meeting opened with a prayer
led by Rev. Charles Mingle. The fust
order of business was the oath of of-
fice for the three council members
elected in last November's election.
Sworn in were Dennis Cerami, who
has been on the council for nine years;
Charles Butrico, who is starting his
second term and Kathy Thomas, who
was elected to a one-war-term to till

SPHS Wrestler Sammy Martin and Megan Boyle, SPHS Girls' Basketball,
show off some of the baskets up for grabs in the SPHS Booster Club Sports
Auction-Raffle slated for this Saturday evening at SPHS. Doors open at 6
p.m. For advance tickets call (908) 755-4633 or (908) 756-3671.

mJL

'" "V ^

Jimmy Conroy dominates his opponent in the opening round before
scoring the fall at the Hunterdon Central Invitational Wrestling Tourna-
ment. Conroy went on to take first place. For story, see page 8.

the seat vacated by Jim Vokral.
Mayor Gallagher gave his annual

address and derailed the many ac-
complishments that took place in the
Borough last year. He noted that for
the third year the municipal budget
has not increased; the purchase of
more open space land and the addi-
tion of new police, fire and rescue
scjuid equipment; the acquisition of
land to build a library and the hiring
of an architect to begin the plans. "All
of this was accomplished while at the
same time keeping spending and debt
under control." Gallagher said.

On the subject of projects in
2005, the reconstruction of Hamil-
ton Blvd. was discussed. Hamilton
Blvd. reconstruction will be done in
two phases, the first phase will be-

gin this spring and includes the area
from New iMarket Ave. to liaston
Avc. The project, which will be
funded by Middlesex County,
includes decorative lighting and
pavers installed from St. Nicholas to
the overpass. A aiming lane will be
installed at the intersection of New
Market and Hamilton Blvd. as well as
new lights on the corners of Ryan and
St. Nicholas. More than 80 property
acquisitions were required to allow
this project to proceed, including
the building on the corner of New
Market Ave, and Hamilton Blvd. and
the two family home next to Michael
Anthony's Restaurant.

Gallagher also asked for an engi-
neering nnd design study to deter-
mine the feasibility of extending New

Market Ave. to Belmonr Ave. so that
Hamilton Blvd. can be designated .is a
light traffic street from St. Nicholas to
New Marker Ave. Trucks would then
be directed to South Clinron Ave.
which is already an industrial road.
For Gallagher's complete speech, see
page 7.

For the second year Dennis Cerami
lominated and elected to serve

a.s council president. He named the
2005 committee assignments, which
all remain the same as last rear.

The Mayoral and Council appoint-
ments were read and all present were
sworn in bvMunicipal Clerk Vincent
Buttiglien.

The meeting adjourned and cvery-
< me gathered at the rescue squat
refreshments.

Lenox Calls it Quits After 33 Years
probably the Adult High School.
which he founded in 1972. At that
time studies showed 50 percent of
the New Jersey adult population over
age 25 did not have a high .school

Story/photo by Patricia Abbott

The name "Jim Lenox' is syn-
onymous with the South Plainfield
Adult School. Jim has been director
of the Adult School for almost 33
years and has been working in edu-
cation for nearly 40. In addition to
the Adult School, Jim has spent the
past two months filling in for Frank-
lin School Principal Nancy Erickson,
who was injured in early November.
His long and diversified career ended
with Ins retirement on Jan. 1.

Jim was hired by then Superin-
tendent of Schools Leonard Tobias.
"Tobias challenged me to design
and implement a high quality, com-
munity education program tor the
town," Jim explained.

There are many aspects to Jim's

job, primarily designing and admin- A d u l t S c n o o | D j r e c t o r j
istering many different programs. As
director, he oversaw adult education
classes, the Saturday Scene pro-
gram, the Adult High School, ESI

ish Second Language) and
citizenship program. Future Stars
Preschool, Latchkey, surnmei
and an extensive trip program.

Jim's most successful program is

diploma. In 1975, the Adult School
obtained a national innovative Adult
Education Grant to design and im-
plement a nonttv.ditiona! adult high
school. "Two-thousand adults have

•sstullv returned to school .\nd
earned their high school diploma,"
he explained. "'The South Plainfield

Adult School has be
as a model community school
gram."

Lenox founded the Future Stars
Preschool program in 1980. He
proudly notes that it was the sec-
ond tuition-based program in New
Jersey and has been used as a model
for many programs throughout the
state. He said that he started the pre-
school after learning that educational
research had proven that preschool
made a significant difference in
the education of a child. "Hie pro-
gram has expanded rapidly. South
Plainfield also had one of the first

school handicapped programs,
as well as being a model inclusive
preschool. )im noted that a very
successful F.T.T.l program was intro-
duced last tall, where any four-year-
old in the district who meets income
guidelines can attend a five half-day a
week program free of charge. There
are still several slots available in the
current sch<x>l war; those interested
should contact the Adult School
at (908) "54 4620, ext. 215. The
Latchkey Program was also one of
the first two m the state.

(Continued on pa
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Mark Your Calendars
Log on to

council
Borough Hall Council Chambers

Meets twice a month on the first and third Tuesday

Borough Hall Council Chambers • Questions? 908-226-7605

Date Agenda Meeting Public Meeting

January 18 7:00 p.m 8:00 p.m.
February 1 7:00 p.m 8:00 p.m.
February 15 7:00 p.m 8:00 p.m.
March 1 7:00 p.m 8:00 p.m.
March 15 7:00 p.m 8:00 p.m.
All meetings of fre Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

planningboard
Meets second and fourth Tuesday o' the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641
Jan. 11. Jan. 25. Feb. 8. Feb. 22. March 8. March 22, April 12. April 26. May 10. May 24, June
14. June 28. July 5*. July 19*. Aug. 16*, Aug. 30*, Sept. 13, Sept. 27, Oct. 11. Oct. 25, Nov.
29*. Dec. 13. Dec. 27.

zoning
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month, 'except where noted.
Borough Hall Council Chambers. 8 p.m. • Questions7 908-226-7641
Jan. 13. Jan. 27. Feb. 10. Feb. 24. March 10. March 24. April 14, April 28. May 12. May 26.
June 99. June 23. July 14. July 28, Aug. 11, Aug. 25. Sept. 8, Sept. 22, Oct. 13. Oct. 27, Nov.
10*. Dec. 8. Dec. 22

boardofeduccittonmeeii
Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

2005, Feb. 8. March 8 and Apni 5
Regular Board Meeting Tuesdays at 8 p.m.- Jan. 18 2005, Feb. 15. March 15 and April 12

taxpayers
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Borough
Hall. 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

sitepian
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.
Jan. 18. Feb. 15. March 15. April 19, May 17. June 21. July 19. Aug. 16. Sept. 20, Oct. 18. Nov. 15,
Dec. 20.

recreation
Meets once a month on the first Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building. Maple Ave. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7716

environmentalcommission
Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7621
January 12

business
Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. • Questions? 908-757-8100

trafflcsafety
Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room. Borough Hall (No Meeting in August)

dofeducationcurriculum/technology meetings
Meets once a month on Mondays, (except where noted) at 8 p.m. in
the 2nd floor conference room at Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.
January 31 (No meeting February) and March 21
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:
1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110

Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave., fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver(o)comcast.net. Include your name, address, telephone number.
You can subscribe or contact us at: spobserver.com.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Oept., 1110 Hamilton
Blvd. Suite IB, South Plainfield. NJ 07080, by email: spobserverf5jcomcast.net or lax 908-
668-8819 Letters should not exceed 400 words. We reserve the right to edit lor clarity or
length. It is the editor's discretion to limit the number ol letters submitted by one individual on
the same subject. The opinions expressed in "Letters" do not necessarily relied the opinion ol
the Observer. All letters must be submitted with name and phone number, lor verification.

Mike Benak, Cassie D'Urso, Gerry Butr ico, Assistant Principal Charles Ford, Susan M o t t and Natai la Tamzoke
prepare t o make calls f o r pledges fo r The Educat ion Founda t ion .

SPHS Students Phone-A-Thon Raises
$14,000 for Education Foundation
By Jane Dornick

Last month, high school studencs
packed the South Plainfield Library
and called the parents of every student
in town in an effort to raise money for
the South Plainfield Education Foun-
dation's scholarship fund.

The four-night event raised an un-
precedented SI4.000 for the founda-
tion. The South Plainfield Education
Foundation was founded by the late
Hmil 1 .cponno in 1994 to raise money
for scholarships for graduating high
school seniors and to sponsor incen-
tive programs in the district.

Student volunteers were split into
teams and used 12 phones to solicit
donations. On the last evening, teams
sniffed envelopes to send to those who
made pledges during the phonatipn.

The Phone-A-Thon was coordi-
nated by Hllen Decker and senior Mike
Benak High School Assistant Princi-

jTvalv (

were the administrative representatives
each night. Members of the Education
Foundation were also on hand each
evening to cheer students on includ-

ing Myra Sullman. Rich Regan, Eric
Radell, Barbara Floria, Marge Reedy,
Fred Oberkehr and Frank Mikorski.

Pizza from ( iccio's was served each
night and Marriott Sen ices provided
soda, water and paper goods Accord
ing to foundation president Marge
Reedy, "The kids did a terrific job."
During the Jan. IS B duca-
tion meeting, each student will be pre-
sented with a certificate for their par-
ticipation. Students participating in
teams who raised the m< >st money each
night or stuffed the most envelopes
will also receive a $50 sch< ilarship upon
graduation.

The following high school Students
participated in the South Plainfield
Education Foundat ion ' s annual
Phone-A-Thon: Nkhole Benak, Ashley
Little, Jennifer Little, Tommy kiczula,
\alcric Pasquarella, Dwight Quichua,
Susan Mot t . Gina Butrico, Sara
Sukenik, Justin Buendia, Ashlen Udell,

R

Charlie Decker, Nina Bvard, Keenan
Gaynor, Kelly Thomas, ( assie D'l
Lauren Haus. Jessica Manning, Jackie
Muglia, Darren Smith, Nataila Tani-

zoke, Kendall Green, Alyssa Maiorino,
'lom (iccia, Gerry Butrico, Shawn Tarn-
zoke, Pete Aquino, Jayne Merio, Linda
I.ee, Melissa Sticco, Dawn Bosser,
Caitlin English, Sara Grillo, Pasquale
Centerdla, Mike Benak, Kim Mann.
Marjorie Rcstrepo, Li/ Rodger, Steph-
anie Szeliga, Ashl
rado, Zack Gray, Mike George, Nicole
Freitag, Christine Lanza, Jessica
Schwartz, Katie Kenny Danielle Heil-
mann, Rachel Milliron, Stacv Diana,
Jessica Sen/, fonathon Lope/. Chris
Bakazan, fefF Grubesich, Mike Du-
quette, Jalil Qayam, Brittanie Wong,
Alex Yiscosi. Wael Kanj,,Taylor Man-
del, Kathy Morgan. Danny Rwowar,
Shauniquc C'isson, Christopher Mc-
k n i g h t . Jean Pagdonsolan, Sean
Tamzoke, Esmerelda Silvanek, (Ihris
Stallone, Damn' McCreesh, Lauren
Frey, Krvs;.i] Williams. Ashleigh
Gaspari, Courtne) Sacco, Melissa
Szeliga, Katie Pollack, Christina Mar-
Brooke DeNitzio, Billy Ashnault,
Jnnniv ( onroy, Mike Jakuhik, Sam
Man.mi, Bryan I him. Jcrui) Cheng,
Tim (iheng and Brian Murtagh.

YOUR
Dear Editor,

The Borough of South Plainfield
Social Services Department runs a
holiday project every year which in-
cludes food for Thanksgiving and gifts
for the Christmas holiday.

Every year, the project grows and
the number of individuals and corpo-
rations who participate in donating
increases tremendously.

Acknowledgment must be given to
everyone who so generously gave to
the project. Some gave cash donations,
some gave toys, some gave clot!:
adopted a family or families .\nd oth-
ers gave their time so generously A
special thanks must be given to all the
students who participated in the Ti-
ger 24 run this past spring. Thesi
cards, as well as the cash donations we
received, enabled us to provide gift
cards for fixxi and gifts to all of the
families in .need this holiday season.

Generosity always abounds in our
community. We look out for those less
fortunate and always come forward
when needed. Congratulations to ev-
eryone who makes my job easier by
your generosity.

MARGARET ACKERMAN

Dear Editor,
I am writing as a very concerned

parent. More imjx)itaiirlv, I am writ
ing co other parents of school age chil-
dren m town. As you all well know
from the articles that have been in the
newspaper, we as ,i school district are
financially in serious trouble. It is my
understanding that this is due t< i some
serious financial mistakes and errors. I
have also been told that this dates back

Submit Letters to the Editor:
Letters may be submitted to the Ob-
server, 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite
1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, or
fax 908-668-8819 or by email:
spobserver@comcast.net. Deadline
is Monday, 5 p.m. Letters must be
accompanied by a name and tele-
phone number for verification. Limit
letters to no more than 400 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity
or length. We reserve the right to
limit the number of letters submit-
ted by one individual on the same
subject.

many years. However, it is goin
i mi i hildren now. Our children's

programs, services and especially class
size may be seriously compromised
due to cuts that will have to be made
in order to make up for years worth of
errors. It is sad to me that ultimatclv

the children will be the ones to sutler
because of other people's mistakes.
Please mine to board meetings to sup
port your present board which is try
ing to make sense ot this. Ask C|ucs-
tions and most importantly, show sup-
port tor your children!

SINCERELY,
LINDA DIDARI0

Dear Editor,
I would like to thank all of the

erous people who donated food and
money to our annual lood drive tor
needy pets. I he Plainfield \rea I hi
mane Society and I >i ma Harden are the
organization we distributed the dona-
tions to. May you all have a happ)
health) and prosperous New Year.

SINCERELY,

DR. SCOTT LINICK
PLAINFIELD ANIMAL HOSPITAL

\

SUPER
BOWL

WIBILIVIR!
• (iourmet Sandwich Trays
• Sloppy Joe Trays •
• Assorted Sub Trays •* 5-6 f OOT *,
• Homemade Salads • ,
• Grilled Chicken Heros #

CATERING ' Assorted Sandwich Trays
Quality Food For Everyday Heroes'

One, HOMETOWN HEROS
vU 340 Hamilton Boulevard

t = = = = = = = = (By THE DARE BLDS)
tff M l Super Bowl Q n « -jee upon tAn-y^

| 5 QWWCatering Order\ y u ° - /OO - H t K U (4376)
Exp.Jan.30.2005 __0 l j« /^50__ j OPEN 7 DAYS
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First Baptist Church Supports
"Communities of Light" Program

Cafe Everest Celebrates New Year's Eve
Cafe Everest on Park Ave. held its third annual Kid's New Year's Eve
Celebration last Friday night. Everyone attending was given hats, noise
makers, a complimentary glass of sparkling cider and a good meal. There
was also face painting for the children, as well as some willing adults. The
party ended at around 8 o'clock with the ceremonial dropping of a crystal
ball pinata filled with candy for the youngsters to take home.

I From the South Plainfield Library

Bookmarks
By Sunnie Randolph

We like to think of our library ax a
1 a me away & >m home. To accomplish
this we pro\ ide you with books, maga-
zines, videos and DVDs on many sub-
jects. We also host programs on interest-
ing topics as well as IK >l (by displays fn »m
the |x-oplc who live in the community.

During the past year, we Ye been
able to offer a rather different, non-
scheduled extra. Something you could
lake home to enjoy One of our best
library patrons has enjoyed gardening
for main1 wars .\\\A he likes to spread
the wealth of his gardening tor others
lo enjoy The result was the TAKE A
BAG program. Every now and then
there appeared just inside the entrance
to the library a spread often or more
shopping bags, each one containing
garden plains. Attached were the
names and planting instructions. Plants
offered were Hens & Chicks. Mint.
Yucca, Grape Hyacinth, Lily of the
Valley. Iris, Periwinkle, Spider Flower
(seeds), Peony and Live Forever All
ot these plants are easy to grow. For
the garden poor there were potted
Aloe Vera plants ant) bundles of pussy

iw. With ,i little 11.( . you will be
able to enjoy these plants for main
wars lociiinc. Watch in the spring for
more of the TAKE A BAGS to appear
at the library. They are free on a first
come, fust serve basis. Those ot you
who took a bag last year .\n.\ planted
the plants will see their plants grow
this yean

We would like to thank everyone
who used the library in 2004. The
library's overall circulation count was
up over 10,000 items from 2003,

Monday, Jan. 10 at 10:30 a.m. there
will be an Adult Craft on making
"Pocket Cards." Ronda Wisniewski of
Practical ('ratting is the instructor.
There is a Si tee to cover the costs of
materials. Please register by calling or
stopping by the library

Also on Monday, Jan. 10 at 7 p.m.
there will be an Adult Craft workshop
on "AJI Introduction to Polymer (3ay"
by Ronda Wisniewski. There is a $2
fee to cover the cost of materials. Reg-
istration is required.

C liildren's story times and crafts re-
sume again on Tuesday at 10:30 a.m.,
Wednesday e\ ening at 6:30 p.m. and
Thursday afternoon at 1:15 p.m.
Registration is not required.

In case of heavy snow, listen to the
local radio stations to see if the library
is open or closed. Please do not at-
tempt t<) return library materials when
the weather is bad. You can call and
renew library materials with "Elvis"
or you can renew when the library is
open again. The librarv staff will ad-
just the library's automation system
to not charge for the day the library
is closed because of hat) weather. It
will not, however, waive charges be-
yond the day the library is closed.

liiosc of you who like old maga-
zines - this is the time ot war when
the library begins discarding the back
issues of some of the library's maga-
zines, [fyou are interested, check the
free magazine bin by the Friends of
the Library Book Sale area.

( immunities of light 2004 has
been underway in Middlesex County
for the past month. First 1'.
(:hurch, located on 11,million Blvd., is
participating in the project and on Sun-
d a y n i g h t , c a n d l e s w e r e lit o n i i :
t r a m - arch. Sunday was cho-
sen loi the lighting because it is the day
that most cases of domestic violence
are reported, according to the 2003
New Jersey Uniform Crime Report.

Janet Teklev, who is a parishioner at
First Baptist, also works tor Middlesex
County FcxxJ Services. She brought the
idea to Rev, Gordon Braun to support
the Communities of Light project by
selling candles and participating by
lighting candles in front of the church.
The project benefits Women Aware,
Inc., a nonprofit organization proud-
ing crisis intervention and support ser-
vices for victims of domestic violence.
Residents and businesses have been
lighting luminary candles along drive-
ways and sidewalks in and around die
county as a powerful symbol of hope
for all those who struggle with violence
in their homes.

Women Aware joined Hunterdon,
Mercer and Somerset counties who suc-
cessfully presented the event in 2002
and 2003.

All proceeds from the sale of Jumi-
nary candles went to benefit Women
Aware, ensuring that victims of domes-
t IC violence and their families haw a sate
place to turn when in crisis.

Now approaching the end of their
26Ih year, Women Aware, Inc., is the

Attending the candle lighting ceremonies were First Baptist Church
member Arlene Bechtoldt, Rev. Gordon Braun, Nancy Grennier,
Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan and his daughter, Tara.

only nonprofit, comprehensive pro-
vider of services to victims of domes-
tic violence. Women Aware offers
emergency shelter and crisis sen ices.
including a 24-hour hotline, counsel-
ing and legal assistance for victims, sur-
vivors and rheir families.

If you would like more information
on Women Aware, call F.w Hook at

(7321 249-4900.
Women Aware, Womenspace, Re-

source (.enter for Women and Their
Families and Women's Crisis Sen ices
are grateful for the support from our
volunteers, businesses, faith-based or-
ganizations and all those in the com-
munity who have contributed to the
success ot this project.

South Plainfield Historical Society Notes
January brings not only the New

Year, but the Annual election ot officers
for the Historical Society The election
takes place on Jan. 11 at the Senior
Center at 7:30 p.m., so come on out
and vote. While vou are there, you an
also renew vofir membership. The price
of membership in the Society remains
the same at S10 for an individual, S15
for a family, S7S for a lite membership,
S50 tor an institutional membership
and S100 for a corporate membership.
If you can't attend, membership checks
made payable to the South Plainfield
Historical Society can be mailed to PO

Box 11. South Plainfield, NI 07080.
After tlie elections, there will be a

brief talk about the Lehigh Valley Rail-
road and the train station that was in
the center of town. It should be quite
interesting. Vou don't have to be a
member to come and learn about the
railroad

The Historical Society is once again
offering a S250 scholarship to a high
school senior who is a resident of
South Plainfield. You do not need to
attend South Plainfield High Sehool;
you just need to live in town. Piease
see your guidance counselor tor an

application or further information. You
may also send a request to the PO Box,
attention Scholarship Committee.

I.(x >k ti >r our Oral Histc >ry program
to continue again shortly. Please con-
tact the Society it you uouJd like to be
interviewed or if you know of some-
one that should be inteniewed. We can
be reached at SPHistoricalSocfc cs.ci >rn.
You can also tell any member.

Lastly, a camera was found at Town
History Day. If anyone left a camera,
please contact the Society at the above
email address, through the post office
box or see anv member.

Truck Spills Diesel Fuel on Roads
1 ast Thursday morning, a diesd

fuel spill was reported on Bclmont
Aw. A fuel tank on a 1990 Peterbuilt
Tractot, operated by William Damski
II! Milltown, had ruptured some-
where m between the area of Rt. 2>s~
and the XJ Turnpike. The driver said
he became aware of the leak on Rt.
287 anil called his boss, who report-
edly told him to continue driving to
his destination in South Plainfield.
l'he driver exited Rt. 287 onto
Durham Avc., then north onto
Hamilton Blvd., continuing onto
Bclmont Ave. He eventually stopped
on Metuchen Rd. near Belmont Ave.

©
Pamper Yourself ill Our \e>vlv
Ki'dceoratecl Full Service Salon

9
9
9

"The Carousel Facial"
Includes rifetn analysis, cleansing,

Inn towels, */<•<<»!, peel, extraction,
massage oj the l<t< e det otlete &J mask

< ustomized to the • lienl 's nccA
SSO, no hidden costs. Call tor appl.

"The Carousel Manicure"
Choose from either the "I lot Oil"
manit ure t omplete with hand and
arm massage or n "Paraffin Dip"

and regular manicure.. s '(<
Seniors $15 • Paraffin Dip Only-S7

l'he cause of the rupture is unknown.
The driver was issued a summons for
defective brakes, operating .m unsafe
vehicle .\nd defective tires. The South
Plainfield Fire Department, along with
the Middlesex County Hazmat Unit,
responded to the scene and State Po-
lice were notified to cheek Rt. 287.

The incident is being investigated by
South Plainfield Officer Vincent Cam-
pagna of the Traffic Safety Unit.

Offices Burglarized
I ast Wednesday at about 7 a.m.. sev-

eral burglaries and thefts were reported
at 51 Cragwood Rd.

Suite 100 was entered and a laptop
computer was stolen. Three additional
laptops were removed from Suite 102.
A total of eight offices were forcibly
entered, four of which had the door
handles broken.

Apparently all ot these events
curred between 12:40 M\{ 7 a.m. on
Dec. 29.

o i e always treated like one Of

©
© Flexible hours to suit your needs,

Wednesday-Saturday
Closed Sim, MOM & Tuesday

Coming Soon:
MASSAGE

ALSO AVAILABLE...
"The t arousrt Pcdi"

< all for details.

3O7 Oak Tree. Ire.

908-668-8397

Sellers Wanted
Call us before the increased competition

of the spring market arrives.

If you arc considering a move in 2(X)5 please contact us today
rather than tomorrow for a consultation. Proper planning is
the key to your future. Find out the steps necessary to upgrading
to a larger home, building a new home or down sizing.

All consultations are confidential and with no obligation.

.Andrea & Jesse Lacerda

Moretti Realty

"The Lacerda Team"
225 Maple Avenue
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
(908) 755-5300 Ext. 302
(908) 578-1166 Cellular
Email: LacerdaA@MorettiRealty.com

How much is your home worth in 2005?

Call THE LACERDA TEAM
We have a solid track record and can provide to you

references from our many satisfied clients

www.Lacerdateam.com
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Sports Auction-Raffle
JanuaryS

South Plainfield High School
Athi. cr Club an
Auction-Raffle will be hek
day, (an. 8, [snow date: fan.
Doors open at fi
begins at 7 p.m.

Prizes include exciting now and
sports-themed baskets, sports tickets,
a 0 \

Tickets arc S7 in advance and $10
.u the doo on includes 25
auction rickets. For tickets or informa-
tion, call the Gc 908) 755-
4633 or Revm l.vkcs at 908) 756-
3671. No one under 18 years of age
will he admitted

VFW Breakfast
January 9

South Plainfield VFW TOM
#6763, located on Front St.. will hold
a breakfast on Sunday, Jan. 9 from 8
to 11 a.m.

The public is invited. Proceeds ben-
efit the Lyons VA Hospital. For infor-
mation call (908)668-9751.

Czestochowa
Annual Wafer Dinner
January 9

Our Lady of Czestochowa will hold
their annual Water Dinner on Sunday.
Jan. 9 from 4 to 8 p.m. Cost is S10
per person. Children under five years
are free. Music by Frank. Scnzik.

Practical Crafting
Workshop at Library
January 10

A "Practical Crafting" workshop
will be held on Monday, Jan. 10 at
10:30 a.m. at the library.

"Practical Crafting'" instructor Ron-
da Wisnicwski will lead participants in
making "pocket cards." Students arc
requested to bring a pair of scissors, a
pencil with an eraser and a glue stick.
There is a charge of SI, payable upon
registration, to cover the cost of other
materials. Space is limited, so pre-reg-
istrarion by Tuesday, Jan. 4 is required.
In case of inclement weather, the class
will be held on Monday, Jan. 24.

For more information, call (908)
754-7885, or visit the librarv's website
at www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us.

Introduction to Polymer
Clay at Library
January 10

The "Practical Crafting" program,
"Introduction to Polymer Clav" will
be held at the library on Monday, Jan.
10 at 7 p.m.

"Practical Crafting" instructor Ron-
da Wisniew ski will conduct die work-
shop, during which students will make
a polymer clay candleholder. Com-
pleted projects will be collected for fir-
ing and glazing and picked up at the
library after Friday, Jan. 14.

Gass size is limited, so prercgisrra-
tion is required by Tuesday, Jan. 4.

Send Us Your
Around Town

Events
South Plainfield Observer, I I 10

Hamilton Blvd., Suite IB
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

or fax (908) 668-8819
email: spofaserver@comcost.net

What's
happening in

JANUARY

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake

9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908)754-1047

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 AM-12:30 PM—CREATIVE PAINTING 10AM

Senior Center

EVENTS
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

March 7—Best of Branson at
Hunterdon Hills

April 7—Oklahoma at NJPAC

May 19— Cactus Flower at
Hunterdon Hills

THURSDAY
I Weekly Shopping C
lPathmark9am ^
I Practical Crafts 10am
I Computer Class 11 & 1pm

Knitting Crochetting -4 r\
9:30-11:30am I U
Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class 11:30am

Bingo 10am-2pm -i J
Ladies Social
Pizza Lunch Available

12Exercise 8:30am
AARP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class 10 am
11:30 am, 1pm

Weekly Shopping -j Q
Pathmark 9am I O
Practical Crafts 10am
Computer Class
11 am & 1 pm

FRIDAY
Bingo 10am-2pm ~7
Pizza Lunch Available '

Bingo 10am-2pm -j A
Pizza Lunch Available I ^

TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SENIOR CITIZEN'S CENTER, VISIT THE CENTER.

There is a charge of SI. payable upon
registration, to cover the cost of ma-
terials. In case of inclement weather,

will be held on Monday Jan. 24.
For more information, call (908)

"54-7885, or visit the library's website
at www.southplainn'cld.lih.ni.u.s.

Financial Aid Workshop
January 13

On Wednesday,
Jan. 13, die SPHS
Guidance Depart-
ment will host a Financial Aid Work-
shop at 7 p.m. The workshop was
originally slated for Jan, 5. Ben Curtis,
associate director of admissions from
Elmira College, will provide informa-
tion regarding financial aid for con-
tinuing education.

Curtis will focus on completing the
Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) and obtaining scholar-
ships, grants and loans. He will explain
programs such as CSS, TAG, SEOG,
SAR and EFC, kinds of loans, choices
available for selecting loans and loan
accounts will be discussed.

For information, call Cheryl Fox,
high school counselor at (908) 754-
4620. The program will be held in
Cafeteria A B.

Pierogi Sale at
Blessed Virgin Church

January 13

A pier* >gi sale will be held on Thurs-
day, Jan. 13 at the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Orthodox Church, 400
I )elmore Ave.' corner < if Belnx >nt and
Delmore).

The pierogi are S4 a dozen and are
handmade and freshly cooked to or-
der by parish Sisterhood and Brother-
hood members.

There are two choices offered: po-
tato with cheese or sauerkraut.

Please order by 4 p.m. on Monday,
Jan. 10 for pickup on Thursday, |an.
13. To order or for more information,
call (908) 561-6366 and leave your
name, phone number and order, for
more information or questions, con-
tact Dorothy at (908) 756-7223.

AARP Meeting
January 20

The South Plainfield Chapter of
AARP will hold its meeting on Thurs-
day, Jan. 20, as the Senior Center will
lx- unavailable on our usual Monday.
Phyllis Floyd of RSVP will be our
guest speaker.

Annual Art Auction
January 22

The South Plainfield Education
Foundation will be holding its annual
Art Auction at the High School on
Saturday, Jan. 22. The preview begins
at 6:30 p.m. and the auction starts at
7:30 p.m. This years Honorary Chair-
man is South Plainfield Police Officer
Joe Papa, who was a DARE officer for
many years.

The price is S5 per person. For tick-
ers and information, call (9081 561-
3951. Hors d'oeuvres, coffee and cake
will be available and there will be a
door prize.

Fire Department
Wine Tasting
January 22

The South Plaintield Volunteer Fire
Department is hosting their annual
Wine Tasting, sponsored by Oak Tree
Buy-Rite Liquors on Saturday, Jan. 22
from 6-11 p.m at Embassy Suites in
Piscataway. The tickets are.$40 per
person and include the wipe tasting
reception from 6-9 p.m. and a cash bar.
DJ and dancing from 9-11 p.m. Spe-
cial rate hotel rooms arc available for
an overnight stay. ;

For tickets and inforiiation, please
call Mike Gallagher. (908) 755-9874;
John Celentano, (908) 757-5691 or
Buy-Rite Liquor. (908) 561-0051.

"George Washington
Slept Here"
February 10

On Thursday, Feb. 10, the South
Plainfield Chapter of AARP will be
presenting a bus crip to Hunterdon
Hills Dinner Theater to see the corn-
ed}' (korflc Washington Slept I

The price is S62 per person, which
covers all costs, including tax and gra-
tuities. Call I ,ee at (732) 968-6613 for
details and reservations, since we have
Only a few seats available.

Recreation Trip to Italy
March 6-14

The Recreation Dcpt. is sponsoring
a nine-day classic Italy lour from
March 6-14,2005. There will be sight-
seeing tours to the Vatican, Ancient
Koine, the Trcvi Fountain and more.
Per person is S1,699 including airfare.
A valid I IS passport is required

For more information call the Rec-
reation Dept. at (908) 226-7713.

— Out of Town —

"Five Women Wearing
The Same Dress"
Starts January 7

Five Women Wearing the Same 7>c#,
a touching, bittersweet comedy In1

Alan Ball, opens at Circle Players in
Piscataway on Friday, Jan. 7.

For info, call (732) 968-7555.

Middlesex East
WOWs Meetings
January 10

The Middlesex Fast Widows or
Widowers business meeting is riu
ond Tuesday of each month starting
at 7:30 p.m. at the Cartcrcr Commu-
nity Center m (larteret Widows MK\
widowers are invited. For information,
contact Dorothy at (732) 541-2174.

Willow Grove Slideshow
January 11

Audrey Boice, a retired teacher and

world trawler will present slides from
Norway. You are invited to come-
to the 12 OH lock (:iuh, at noon on
Tuesday Ian. 11, tor a delicious
lunch and entertainment program ai
Willow Grove Presbyterian ()hurch in
Scotch Plains. The luncheon

.. Reservations by Jan. 9.
Fo) m or transportation,

call Barbara at (908) 322-7892.

ALPHA Program at
Willow Grove
January 12-13

Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
invites all to a series of discussions
called ALPHA, iom us Wednesday,
Jan. 12 or Thursday, Jan. 13 for Week
One featuring the discussk in "C 'hristian-
irv: Boring, Untrue and Irrelevant?"

Wednesdays Ix-gin at 7:15 p.m. and
Thursdays begin at 10 a.m. Light
snacks, coffee and tea and a small
group discussion follow. Croups con-
tinue through March 16 and 17.

(all (908) 232-56^8 to reserve
space. Willow Grove is located on
Raritan Rd, Scotch Plains.

Playwriting Workshop
January 12-March 6

The Unlimited Potential Theater
( ompany (UFfQ)) will offer a play-
writing workshop series at the North
Brunswick Municipal Building. Work-
shops will be held from 7-9 p.m. on
Wednesdays, Jan. 12 through March 6.

The program is tree and open to
those ages 16 and over. For informa-
tion, call (732) 745-3885.

MCRCC Networking
January 13

A business after hours networking
reception, sponsored by the Middlesex
County Regional Chamber of Com
merce, will W held on [an. L3 at the
Westin Princeton at Forrestal Village,
5:30 p.m. Members arc $15, walk-ins
$20 and non-members S25.

lor info, call Debbie Miller ai
OK or (732) 821-1700.

| unior 1 ournalist

Charlie and Debbie Kurland from Hometown Heros present
dinner to Junior Journalist contest winner Nick Brinks, pictured

here with mom Cindy and brother Eric and sister Taylor.
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Milestones
Melissa DuPont-Reyes Named Edison Rotary Club's
Student of the Month at The Wardlaw-Hartridge School

• i u t h

i winch she
competes, noi other students. Stn
willed and w itty, driven and kind, her
talcn! and confidence are tempered by
humility, sensitivity and an ability to
laugh .n herself. People are naturally
drawn to Melissa's vitality and joie dc
vivre; they are also awed by ha ability'
to balance and accomplish so much for
personal enrichment and for the bet-
terment of others."

Melissa has handled the increasing
rigor "t her course load throughout
her high school years with grace and
success. During her junioryearshe un-
dertook .1 more rigorous course load
than any of her classmates, with five
of her full load of six major course
being honors-level or AP courses. Slu
is also a completely unselfish learner,
i me wh< > will always put aside her own

Melissa DuPont-F

interests and progress in an effort to
support or assist her classmates and
teachers.

This selflessness carries over to her
activities as well. Melissa is a talented
artist, and she utilizes this skill and pas-
sion both as a means of self-fulfillment
and as a gift to others. Among other
things, she says thai an enables her to
convey a political and/or social mes-
sage that she hopes will profoundly

Rishi Thukral's photo "Bryce National Park"

Resident Wins First Place in
Unilever Photo Contest

South Plainfield resident Rishi
ThukraJ was a fusi prize winner in
Unilever's 2005 Employee National
Parks Photo Contest His photo of
Bryce ( anyon National Park was fea-
tured in their 200? calendar.

A keen interest and a camera were
the run most important elements for

-i.il while he was visiting 1
( Anyon National Park. In recognition
tor winning first place, ThukraL, a
Unilever employee, «.is awarded a

SU40DC300 Reefmaster Digital
Cimcra, \ allied at $479. In addition,
his photo was published in Unilever's
2005 National Parks Calendar.

Nearly 1.000 employees submitted
National Parks images. The contest
was judged by a panel ot professional
photographers MK\ graphic designers.
In all there was one grand prize win-
ner. 11 first prizes MKI 12 runners-up
who were recognized tor their pho-
tography.

mitmeni to

maii.i r. she

utilizes he; i

artistic skills as
yearbook staff .md writer for our
sch(K)l newspaper.

Vice President of the senior class,
she has also been invaluable as a peer
tutor to middle school students ..no a
Peer I ,eader to freshmen; her c< n
sion, humor. AIKI empathy enable her
to connect genuinely with other stu-
dents, positively influencing both their
academic and decision-making skills.

Tliis outstanding senior's low of life
anil people inspire others to emulate
her passion, energy and commitment.
Her giving and indomitable spirit, her
impressive talent, and her superior in-
tellect have enriched our community.
Melissa plans to pursue a career in bio-
medical engineering.

PFC Demarest
Completes Active
Duty Training

Marine Pfc. G. Everett Demarest IV
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ci. Everett
Demarest III of South Plainfield, has
recently completed active dun train-
in" in the United States Marine C lorps,
which included Basic Recruit Training
at Parris Island, SC, Marine Combat
Training at ('amp (ieiger, NC and the
Motor Transport Vehicle Operator
Course at Fort Leonard Wood, Mis-

*)un. He has been assigned to the US
Marine Corps Headquarters and Ser-
vice Company, 6* Motor Transport
Battalion, 4: Force Sen ice Support
Group, Red Bank. Pfc. Demarest is a
2002 graduate of South Plainfield
High School.

Share Your Good News... Send us your Milestones!
Emaikspobservt r@comcastcom or tax: 908-668-8819

in City Pharmacy
>Td. (908) 755-7696 Fax (908) 75 5-6003

1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 071

Today's Modi m Pharmacv with Old Fashioned \'nl wes

NOW AVAILABLE
Images of
America

South Plainfield

DME Provider for US Healthcare/AETNA
& CIGNA

Medicare and Medicaid Provider
Solaris In-Network DME Provider

O-itnm Supplies in
ne ol Diabetic & Wound Cue Products

1 lospital Beds - t )omrro
Wheelchairs - Walkers

ling Supplies &. Supplements
\ „ s

Haven Hospice Provider for JFK & Mubknberg Hospitals

Marine Pfc. G. Everett Demarest IV

Brighten up someone-
with a gourmet gift basket

or floral arrangemt

2325 Fl.iinrip.ld Au,

(908) S6I-28OB

s*

Corporate Accounts Welcome | 1

24 Hour Emergency Care Service - Free Delivery

I'IKUXR uisil llie. Iciciil businesses
lluil iiduertise in the Obseruer...
..llir.il allow u\ to bring you I !m news!

SP Fire Department
Installs 2005 Officers

The Annual Installation of Officers for members of the South
Plainfield Fire Department was held last month at the North
Plainfield Italian American Club. Ken Bulla received an award for 30
years of service, John Halavka received the Presidents Award for
outstanding service to the fire department and Paul Bosse received
the Chiefs Award. Officers for 2005 are Chief Larry DelNegro, Deputy
Chiefs Tom Scalera and John Mocharski, Captains Joe Abbruzzese
and John Reed, Lieutenants Mike Gallagher and John Ferguson,
President Ed Silhanek, Vice President, Adam Tanenbaum, Teasurer
Joe Sierzega and Secretary Ray Petronko.

police report
• On Dec. 28 Daniel Robert

Catala, 26. ofPiscataway was arrested
for driving while suspended, no in-
surance and an outstanding warrant
at a motor vehicle stop.

• RJP Repair Sen ice on Roosevelt
Avc reported the theft of four truck.
batteries and the barren box valued
at $1,000 from the frame rail of a
truck.

• On Dec. 29 Victor Fran.
Rodriguez, 25, of Plainfidd was ar-
rested for driving while suspended
and an outstanding warrant at a mo-
tor vehicle stop.

• On Dec. 31 Juan C Coow
26. of Plainfield was arrested for driv-
ing while intoxicated and reckless
driving at a motor vehicle stop.

• Ardel Dexter Hale. 34. of
Piainfield was arrested for driving
while intoxicated and reckless driv-
ing at a motor vehicle stop.

• China Buffet on Park Ave. re-
ported the theft of three 55 gallon
drums containing grease.

• On Jan. 1 Jennifer R. Yarga. 21.
ot New Brunswick was arrested at
Best Western for possession of a con-
trolled substance.

• Raceway Gas Station on W
St. reported that a customer filled his
tank with S22 worth of gas and left
without pairing.

• A Dumas Ave. resident reported
that his vehicle had been scratched
on the passenger

OFF
REGISTRATION

Call for your reservation today!

LADIES
• Designed for Women

• Full-Body Workout in 30 Minutes

• Fast, Safe, Simple

• All Ages and Fitness Levels
• Low Monthly Dues
• Heart Smart Facility www.ladiesworkoutexpress.com

S. PLAINFIELD* 908 756-9911
Oak Tree Business Center 902 Oaktree Road

(Aero?? f
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Mayoral Appointments
By Virtue Of The Bower \festcd In Me As Mayor Of The Borough Of South Pfainfield
Pursuant To Ordinance "28 And N.l.S A.40:55d. I. Daniel 1. Gallagher, Do Hereb) Appoini

NAME
Larry Randolph
Larry Randolph
Raymond Petronko..
Cheryl Nagel-Smiley.
John Pabst

BOARD EXPIRATION DATE

Environmental Commission December 31. 2007
Environmental Commission - Chair December 31. 2005
Mayor's HCD Representative December 31, 2005
Mayor's Rep. Library Board of Trustees December 31
Planning Board - Class II December 31

JackPedersen ... ... Planning Board-Class IV December 31
John Papas Planning Board-Class IV December 31
Peter Smith Planning Board-Class IV December 31
Anthony Cesaro Planning Board - Alternate I December 31
John Mocharski Planning Board - Alternate II December 31
William Cochrane Recreation Commission December 31
Thomas McCreesh Recreation Commission-Alternate I December 31
Dennis Cerami Traffic Safety-Council Liaison December 31
Vincent Buttiglieri Mayor's Rep. - Middlesex County

Transportation Coord. Committee December 31

2005
.2005
,2008
,2006
,2007
2008
,2008
,2009
. 2009
2005

2005

Dennis Cerami is sworn in as council president.

Council Appointments
Be It Resolved By The Governing Body Of The Borough Of South Plainfield,
New Jersey And Pursuant To Ordinance #728 And N.J.S.A. 40:55d That:

NAME BOARD EXPIRATION
Walter X. Kalman Affordable Housing Committee December 31, 2005
James Vokral Affordable Housing Committee December 31, 2005
Glenn Cullen Affordable Housing Committee December 31, 2005
Linda Zushma Affordable Housing Committee December 31, 2005
Kathleen Thomas Affordable Housing Comm.-Council Liaison December 31, 2005
Robert Bengivenga Business Advisory Group December 31, 2007
Edward Colucci Business Advisory Group December 31, 2007
NoelMazar Business Advisory Group December 31, 2007
John Pabst Business Advisory Group-Zoning Rep December 31, 2005
Davis J. Samuels (CME).. Business Advisory Group-Engin. Rep December 31, 2005
Ed Kubala Council's HCD Representative December 31, 2005
Alice Tempel Greenbrook Flood Control Commission December 31, 2005
Charles Butrico Greenbrook Flood Control Comm.-Alternate I .... December 31, 2005
Davis J. Samuels (CME).. Greenbrook Flood Control Comm.-Alternate II ... December 31, 2005
JoannGraf Office on Aging Advisory Comm.-Chairperson .. December 31, 2005
Raymond Petronko Office on Aging Advisory Comm.-Liaison December 31, 2005
Loretta Conroy Office on Aging Advisory Comm.-Rec. Liaison.. December 31, 2007
Filomena Viola Office on Aging Advisory Comm December 31, 2007
Joseph Zekas Office on Aging Advisory Comm December 31, 2007
Lillian Smith Office on Aging Advisory Comm December 31, 2007
Owen Kelly Office on Aging Advisory Comm December 31, 2007
William McAllister Office on Aging Advisory Comm December 31, 2007
Charles Butrico Planning Board-Class III December 31, 2005

Council members and Mayor's

board and commission

appointees sworn in at

Jan. 2 reorganization.

Ok

The South Plainfield Borough Council-seated from left, Ed Kubala, Mayor Dan
Gallagher, Council President Dennis Cerami; standing, Bob Cusick, Ray Petronko,
Kathy Thomas and Charles Butrico.

Mayor Appointments
With Advice And Consent Of Council

Be It Resolved By The Governing Body OfThc Borough Of South Plainfield, New [ersey, Thai:
NAME BOARD EXPIRATION
Joseph Abbruzzese Construction Board of Appeals December 31, 2007
Frank Schneider Construction Board of Appeals December 31, 2007
Steve Druga Construction Board of Appeals (Alt-Architect) .. December 31, 2007
Jim Franchetti Construction Board of Appeals (Alt-Plumbing).. December 31. 2007
Larry Del Negro Construction Board of Appeals (Alt-Fire) December 31, 2007
Errol Bailey Cultural Arts Committee December 31, 2007
David Joshi Cultural Arts Committee December 31, 2007
Terrance Julian Cultural Arts Commission December 31, 2007
Natalie Bergen Cultural Arts Commission December 31, 2007
Frank Furino Cultural Arts Commission ,. December 31, 2007
Suzanne Lyte Cultural Arts Commission December 31, 2007
Patricia Parente Health Advisory Board December 31, 2007
Marie Dolinski Health Advisory Board December 31, 2007
Eleanor Haines Library Board of Trustees December 31. 2008
Barbara Ware Library Board of Trustees December 31, 2008
Virginia Popik Library Board of Trustees December 31, 2008
Dr. Robert Rosado Library Board of Trustees - Bd. of Ed Rep December 31, 2005
Frank Schneider Property Board of Appeals December 31, 2007
Joseph Scrudato Public Celebrations December 31, 2007
Donald Alexa Public Celebrations December 31, 2007
Michelle Cerami Public Celebrations December 31, 2007
Matthew Anesh Public Celebrations December 31, 2007
Timothy Morgan Traffic Safety Advisory Comm. - Bd. of Ed Rep . December 31, 2005
Sgt. Kevin Murtagh Traffic Safety Advisory Comm - Police Rep December 31, 2005
Kevin Broderick Traffic Safety Advisory Committee December 31, 2007
Joseph Glowacki Traffic Safety Advisory Comm. - DPW Rep December 31. 2005
Dennis Cerami Youth Guidance Council - Council Liaison December 31, 2005
Officer Gary Kline Youth Guidance Council - Police Rep December 31, 2005
Richard McCriskin Zoning Board of Adjustment - Alternate I December 31, 2005
Christine Buteas Zoning Board of Adjustment - Alternate II December 31, 2007

Charles Butrico, joined by his three daughters, is sworn in for a second term.

Municipal Clerk Vincent Buttliglieri swears in the appointed members of local boards and commissions.
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From Mayor Daniel Gallagher

South Plainfield Reorganization Address

Thank you for joining us In this celebration
We inuM never

take for granted the power thai is bestowed
by the simple act ol placing your hand on the
Bible and swearing DO < !od and to your fellow
citizens thai von will preserve, proteci and de-
fend the laws of this state and the constitution
HI this great land. Ai this verj mornent young
men and women are risking their lives in Baghdad
and Fallujah and places thai we Imd hard t<> pn >•
nounce so thai we can continue this grand tradi-
tion, which is die cornerstone of our freedoms.
Congratulations to Dennis Cerami, Charlie Bu
trico and (Cathy Thomas for their well earned
reelection to the Borough ( ouneil. Let none of
us ever forget the sacred trust which the people
have placed in us We ai ! put here to do the

people's business ,\\\d our only goal must he to

,u i honestly, honorably and in the besi interests
of the residents ol South Plainfield.

2004 was an excellent vcai for our borough.
For the third consecutive yeai and for the fifth
i il t h e last s e v e n v e a r s t h e r e w a s n o m u n i c i p a l i a \
increase. This governing body preserved more
open space than was ever protected in our his-
tory We purchased needed equipment for our
[•K like department, fire departme it. rescue squad
md emergency management de lartmeni to as-
sure that our residents are protected from any
threat, whether from nature or from man. We
improved our community JXM>I and our ro
arion programs ami increased stafl so as to bring
more efficiency to our senior recreation center.
We once again expanded our "pay as you no"
road reconstruction program, which now totals
over 130 roads repaved in the last decade. We
acquired the property and demolished the house
next to Unity Bank on Plainfield Ave. tor our
new library. An architect was appointed at the
December council meeting and an engineer was
previously selected. We are on schedule for a
groundbreaking this fall for a state-of-the-art
15,000-square-foot library to better serve all of
our residents. Ail ol this was accomplished while
at the same time keeping Spending and debt un-

i mtrol. I've said it before and Til say n again:
If anyone doubts that government can lx- ran
on .in efficient, responsive md cost effective
basis, let them come to South Plainfield and see
how it's done.

As terrific as 2004 was, 1 have never been
m » r excited than I am about what will be ac-
complished m oui borough in 2005. More
projects are planned over the next 12 months
than at any time in our history Everyone knows
that traffic is a major concern in .South Plainfield.
Hamilton Boulevard to Durham Ave. is the only
last West route to and from the borough. This
spring construction will begin to totally recon-
struct Hamilton Boulevard with new traffic sig-
nals installed at St. NICIK >las Ave. and Ryan Street.
1 )ecc native lights and pavers will be installed from
St. Nicholas to the overpass at New Market Avc.
and a turning lane will lx' installed at the inter-
section of New Market ami Hamilton Boule-
vard. Over cSO property acquisitions were re-
quired to allow this project to proceed, includ-
ing acquiring the store apartment building at
the corner of New Market and Hamilton and
the two family home next to Michael Anthony's
restaurant. In addition. Department of Trans-
portation approval was needed tor the traffic
signals. I must commend our borough attor-
ney, our borough engineer and the Middlesex
County Engineering Department for complet-
ing the design and acquisition Stage of this project
in such an expedited fashion. By this time next
year phase one of Hamilton Boulevard all the
way to Easton Ave. will be complete. In the
Spring of 2006, phase two will start, which will
complete the project all the way to Stelton Road
including widening that portion of Hamilton
Boulevard to tour lanes, with a traffic signal at
South Clinton Ave.

In addition to Hamilton Boulevard, one
more lane will be added to Durham Ave. from
the 2X7 exit to the intersection ol' Hamilton
Boulevard at the Valley Bank. A dedicated turn-
ing lane and new traffic signali/alion will be
installed at the Quick ('heck onto I lelen Street.
When this project is completed this summer
Durham Ave. will be four lanes, which will sig-
nificantly help traffic flow.

Also this spring new curbs and sidewalks will

In- installed o n Maple Ave. all the way from From
Street to Woodland A w . When this project is
completed , we will ask Middlesex County to

mill and \:<\r the roadway. Therefore, ou r pa
rade participants will be marching o n a totally
reconstructed Maple Ave this Labor I

I must thank our local Assemblymen, I
Diegnan md Peter Barnes and Senator Barbara
Buoni i li ii sec uring state funds tor each of these
projects We received state grams tor SI 40,00(1
for the decorative lights on Hamilton Bowie
vard. $170,000 foi the improvements to Dur-
ham Ave. and $200,000 for the curbs and side-
walks on Maple Ave. Regardless of political af-
filiation, every resident of our borough must
appreciate the benefit which we gain by having
a South Plainfield resident working tor I
Irenton.

hi addition to these major road projects, we
are about to go out to bid for the new restroom
facilities and tennis courts at Putnam Park, the
new locker facilities, to be built by enclosing the
court vard at the P.A.I., .md the improvements
to the Senior Recreation ('enter, including up-
grading the kitchen and installing a room di-
vider. Eachoi these projects are funded by grants
from Middlesex County Our freeholders also
provided o\er SI million last year tor preserva-
tion of open space in our borough. We are for-
tunate to have John Pulomena on the freeholder
bond working tor South Plainfield even- dA\.
Thank you, John.

We will be starting some new and exciting
long-term projects in 2005. We will be apply-
ing tor County and Stare funds to acquire prop-
erties along New Marker Ave. from the former
bus lot io Elsie Street so that this area can be
preserved lor passive open space use and storm
water detention. New Market Ave. only tl<xxls
when there is a surcharge from a sudden intense
rainfall. 1 lowever, we should du what we can to
alleviate the condition. I ask all members of the
council to identity any other properties that they
believe should become m open space priority. I
recommend that we include the home immedi-
ately next to Putnam Park on Park Ave. I believe

:i w ill give us additii n
i

1 recommend d
neerL
bilitv ol extending New. Market .Ave. to Belmoni

It that extension occurs, Hamilton Boule-
vard can I
from St. Nicholas Avc. to New Marker Ave.
Trucks will lx- directed to South Clinton Ave.,
which is totally ,\n industrial road. I can think of
no single project that will better improve the
qualin of life on the south side of our borough
than getting truck traffic off Hamilton B<
wwd. When taken in conjunction with the Helen
Street extension, all trucks will have m alternate
route out of our borough. Let me take a minute
to talk about I lelen Street. Members of the coun-
cil have dedicated hundreds of hours on this
project along wirh our professionals. Let's be
frank; it's complicated. The road will cross the
railroad tracks, the brook and touch on the Dis-
mal Swamp in addition to bordering the closed
landfill. It is being funded 100 percent by the
federal government, which means that although
it isn't costing South Plainfield one penny, we
must address all federal guidelines. To dare al-
most SI million dollars has been spent on pre-
paring all ot the required documents, including
environmental studies. Ot course we wish con-
struction could start tomorrow, but the benefit
will lx- so great that we are not going to give up
just because it has taken longer than w e expected.
To all of those nay savers who even' year criticize
the Helen Street project tor political gain, let me
assure you we will continue to work to see this
road built.

O ne final project that I am particularly ex-
cited about is the designation of our cen-
ter of the borough as a redevelopment

/.one. In Fcbruarv a group will be making a
presentation to the Mayor and Council to trans-
form the area from Front Street to Hamilton
Boulevard into a beautiful and vibrant borough
center. The concept envisions that along Front
Street from the railroad track to South Plainfield

Mayor Dan Gallagher addressed those at-
tending the Borough's annual reorganization
meeting on Jan. 2 .

Ave. there will td office space on the
ground level with owner occupied tpwnhouse
type lofts on the upper tlmrs. The stores along
South Plainfield Ave. would remain and be re-
habilitated. A new retail, residential project has
already been approved for the property along
Hamilton Boulevard from Buy Rite to the Cor-
nerstone property. At this point this is only a
concept plan and we of course will seek public
input before any decision is made, but if prop-
erly done this proposal can make our center of
borough a vibrant and attractive part ot our
borough.

I can't wait for 2005 to Ix'gtn. because each
of these projects will make this great borough an
even better place to live and raise a family.

Now let's talk about taxes. In spite of increas-
ing fixed expenses, salaries and health costs, we
have been able to keep taxes flat in five of the last
seven vears. We have all read about the impend-
ing tax hike for the Board of Education. We
must be doubly committed to doing what we
can as a Mayor and Oamcil ro keep property
taxes m South Plainfield affordable for our hard
working families. I know that the members of
the Administration ami Finance Committee will
dedicate themselves ro presenting as lean a mu-
nicipal budget as posv

Now it's time to get to work, l e t s ail of us
dedicate ourselves to making 2005 the best year
in the history of South Plainfield.

God's blessings to all of you and your fami-
lies. Let us all pra\ for gtxxd health, happ:
and peace in the New Year.

Republican Response to the Mayor's Annual Message

Overbuilding, Ethics Reform, and Fiscal Integrity
Should be Council's Priorities for 2005

Bob Jones, GOP Chairman

By Bob Jones,
GOP Chairman

South Plain-
field Republicans
expect 2005 ro

be a pivotal year.
We are optimist ic

the Mayor and
Council will

finally ad-
dress is-
sues that
have loi
far too
long gone

ignored; issues like controlling overbuilding, en-
acting ethics reform, bringing back open gov-
ernment md restoring fiscal integrity. And while
Democrats prevailed in November's election,
we hope thev will see that each year a greater
percentage of the public is voting for change
not change for its own sake, but change in direc-
tion on these important issues.

Ethics reform should be first on the agenda.
In Trenton both political parties have seen the
error of their ways ami have embraced pay-toj
play reform. So have dozens of municipalities
in C entral fersey. In tact, according to ( 'ommon
Cause-NJ, 80 towns have now adopted reform
measures. Sadly, South Plainfield is not among
them.

Our mayor likes to say that other towns kxik
to South Plainfield as a model of how local gov-
ernment should work. Vet it is South Plainfield
thai must look outside its borders to learn im-
portant lessons on ethical government: It is

unethical to take money from contractors to
whom you give no-bid contracts.

South Plainfield should join the many mu-
nicipalities that have ended this corrupt practice.
Adopting mcaningful-and that's an important
word, meaningful-pay-to-play reform should
be a top priority for the first part of 2005.

Even more important than ethical reform,
however, is controlling growth. Republii
once again call upon the Mayor and Council to
develop a plan to combat overdevelopment.
We need sound p 1 his is especially true
when big builders are looking to convert our
industrial areas into huge residential develop-
ments. Unbridled growth is the single biggest
problem South Plainfield faces. Controlling it
should be the governing body's top priority.

Restoring open government should also be a
priority The governing Ixxtv hides controver-
sial issues from the public until the last possible
moment-often stifling public debate. What's
more, council members rarely, if ever, question
party leaders. Dissent is unheard of. While re-
storing two-party government may lx- the ul-
timate cure tor these ills, voters elected council
members to exercise their own uood judgment,
not to tow the partv line. Republicans urge
members ot the council to be independent md
resist the urge to simplv sav yes to their party's
bosses.

Finally, the council must look to restore fis-
cal integrity. Each year the Democrats sav they
has reduced debt. Vet alternative forms of debt
debt that does not show on the books-has sky-
rocketed. Our town owes oui sew er provider a
million dollars tor bills that went unpaid over
the last eight vears. Lease payments are on the

rise-going up 28 percent in the last year alone.
These are not good signs. Nor is the rapidly
increasing municipal budget a good sign. While
inflation increased 20 percent since 1996. the
budget increased 30 percent. Hidden tax in-
creases have come in the form of increased sewer
rates and fee increases at Boremgh Hall. And
while the Democrats have staved off large prop-
erty-tax increases through a host of park* tricks,
even those are coming to an end. T ' \
and Council need to learn the lessons now be-
ing learned by their gixxt friends on the ]'•
of Education; that is, problems can on
swept under the rug for so

South Plainfield has much to be proud of.
We have a rich history, a strong scns(
munity and an enduring commitment to our
youth. Those who grew up in town stay to
raise their families and others come here be-
cause thev see what great things our commu-
nity has to offer.

But we are at a pivotal time, a time when
hard choices need to be made. We can't let un-
bridled growth, unsound fiscal integrity, lack
of open government, aid ethically challenged
policies (like pay-to-play no-bid contracts
derail our efforts to maintain and improve our
thriving community. That's why Republicans
call upon the members of the council to step
up to the plate and address the issues everyone
knows need addressing. We are optimistic the

Miing body will make these hard choices,
but we will also be there to prod them along
the way if they fail to do so.

May 2005 be a year of health, happ
prosperity and progress tor the people of South
Plainfield.
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Sports
Wrestling Yt*ii\s* llv Itob Humor

Ed McCray (left) pins his opponent to advance to the finals. Patrick Hunter (right) works for the fall in
second round action. Both took first place in Hunterdon Central Invitationals.

Tigers Crown Three Champions
By Bob Hunter

The South PLiinhcld High School
Wrestling Team crowned three cham-
pions at the recent HuntenJon Cen-
tral Invitational Wrestling Tourna-
ment. This holiday classic had a loaded
field this year, with 22 teams from
around the state invading the
Hunterdon Held House ti >r a very long
day

Wresding started at 9 a.m. with the
finals starting 8:15 p.m Let me tell
vou. it was worth the wait, because
the Tigers sent four into the finals and
five others into the consolation finals.

Patrick Hunter 103), got the Ti-
tn the championship round

rcmtaii
\<m><ni

Batters Bex
By Tom Gratta

Happy holidays and
Happy New Year from
the South Plainfield Po-

/ ° mtail Parents Association.
Just a reminder, sign ups for

Ponytail Softball are taking place now
at the PAL through the first week of
March.

' 1

when he faced Dave DcC'amp ot
Notre Dame High School. Hunter
scored the first takedown and cruised
toa 18-3 tech-fall at 5:29. In the open-
ing round, Hunter won by tall ;35,
by fall in the second round and major
decision 10-0 in the semi-finals.

Next up was last war's 103 pound
state champion Jimmy Conroy, now
wrestling at 119. He faced Voris
Tejada, a fourth place finisher at last
\ear's state tournament at 112. After
two scoreless periods, Conroy Book the
defensive position at the beginning of
the third period and quickly scored an
escape point to take the lead. Conroy
then took Tejada down on the edge of
the mat for a 3-0 lead. With 14 sec
onds left Tejada wiggled free for an
escape and a 3-1 final. In the opening
round, Conroy won by tall and by tall
in the second round. He then won by
major decision 10-0 in the semi-finals.

South Plainfield newcomer Ed
McCray • 135) continued his winning
ways by claiming the third champion-
ship of the day with a 6-1 decision over
Vinny Cxjmmisso of Delran in the fi-
nals. McCray had three falls on the day
to reach the finals.

Sam Martin (160) had a very good
tournament, winning his first match
by fall. In the second round, he won a
hard fought decision 4-3. In the semi-

Turn Vour Business Around.
Looking for

higher profits?
More customers?

You've got
to advertise.

Call
908-668-0010

^ ^ i South PlainfieldObserver
Your #1 Source for South Plainfield Hews

email: spobserver@comcast.net

finals, Martin won by decision , -5 to
advance to the finals, where he
dropped a 9-2 decision to JR. Nertuno
of Hunterdon Central.

In the consolation finals, senior Rob
Maistickle (215), pinned Atnan
Ramadani of Old Bridge at 1:30 for
third place. Fourth place went to Billy
Ashnuait i L12), Nick Dorey (130),
Paul Ritchcv ! 152 and Kevin Crilley
I 189.. Nick Vetuschi (112) won the
JV championship. Yctuschi had two
pins and two decisions for the day.

Knights of Columbus
Free Throw Competition

All boys and girls ages 10 to 14 arc
invited to participate in the local level
of competition for the 2005 Knights
of Cohimbm Free Throw Champion-
ship. Competition will start on Sun-
day Jan. 23 at the Sacred Heart gym-
nasium in South Plainficld. Boys and
Girls ages 10 and 11 will start at 1:30
p.m. Boys and Girls ages 12, 13 and
14 will start at 3 p.m.

All participants are required to fur-
nish proof of age (birth certificate) and
written parental contestant form. For
additional information and enrollment
form, contact John LoBosco at (908)
755-4914 or you can just show up at
Sacred Heart gymnasium to register
at 1 p.m.

JUNIOR BASEBALL
CLUB NOTES

Happy New War to the South Plainfield commu-
nity!

Next week will beourlasi opportunity to sign-up your child
tor our 2005 season. We will be conducting sign-ups on Thursday and Friday
Jan. 13 .wd 14from 6 to 9 p.m. and on Saturday Jan. 15 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Registration tee is now SI 15; we are looking forward to seeing vou next week
al OUT SPJBC clubhouse.

lie looking to signup numerous eight-year-olds for our ( 1 £ague and
; ear olds for our Pony 1 .eagues. These two leagues currenrlv haw a low

registration at this point. The (l-league participants will be plavingon a lighted
field with a new Scoreboard. The Pom leagues will lx- playing on a field with
new lights also. C o m e on out and sign up vour child, "This is a new beginning,
but still remembering the past."

Reminder to everyone, vou must bare your Rutpcrs certification and must be a member
oftlic dub in good standing to manage mid coach at the SP]B('.

A big thank you goes out to the individuals supporting our efforts at the
SPJBC. Individuals have worked on our equipment and complex tor hours
getting it in shape for the 2005 season. This has been an incredible help to us at
the SPJBC. I cannot stress enough those individuals that volunteer their time
now will be given first consideration when selecting managers ,\nd coaches tor
the 2005 season.

We have tickets on sale for the brand new Mercedes. Tickets are available
from Nancy Salici or any Executive Hoard member, ('all the SPJBC tor tickets
at (908)754-2090.

Log on to the

Borough of South Plaiufield's
official xvvi* site at

southplainfieldnj.com
Visit your community web site for the latest local news on

• Mayor and Council
• Planning Board & Board of Adjustment Agendas
• Police - Fire - Rescue Squad
• Recreation • Youth Activities • Senior Corner

• Professional & Business Directory
• Community Bulletin Board • Civic Organizations
• Election Results and more

Advertise your business and support on
South Plainfield's own web site

For rates or information email at: southplainfieldnj.com
Or call 908-226-7656

South Plainfield Junior Baseball Club
Final Registration for the 2005 Season

Eligibility: Ages 8* to 17 years old
Before August 1, 2005

(South Plainfield Residents Only)

Eligibility Policy for 2005
Any 7 yr. old whose birthday falls between Aug. 1-Sept. 30
may elect to play up as an 8 yr. old. Inquire for more details.

>

$

Takes place at the Baseball Complex on Kenneth Ave. (near
Recycling Center).

Thursday, January 13, 2005 6-9 p.m.
Friday, January 14, 2005 6-9 p.m.
Saturday, January 15, 2005 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Fall Registration Fees
$115 for one player, $175 for two players,

$195 for three or more players
All registration fees include uniform(s).

We urge everyone to register NOW.

ITils will be the last chance to mnistra loi llu:?0

The Women's Aux. will be selling SPJBC Jackets and Clothing

Full payment is required when placing order.

New Players Musi Bring Birth Certificate or Copy
Children must be accompanied by a parent or guardian at time ot registration. Sign

ups for Managers, Coaches and Umpires will be held at this registration as well.
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Sports
Athletic Boosters Host SPHS Fall Sports Awards

Named Most Valuable Player in tennis was Amanda Smalley (left) and
Kristin Billich was named Rookie of the Year.

Tlu-Sl'l [S Athletic Boosters hosted
their annual Fall Sports Awards last
month aiul awarded letters and pins
to students who participated in the fall
sports program. In addition to the let
tors ,\]K\ pins, coaches from each sport
announced their Most Valuable Player
and the Rookie of the Year choices.

Results are as follows:
For Boys Soccer, coached by Bob

Diehl, Cameron Green, and Tim
Scrbc, letter winners were seniors Jon
I opez and Augusta Pasco, junior Ryan
O'Shca. sophomores Nick Baldasanc.
Matt DoelL, Chris Herbster, Anthony

Named Most Valuable Player in
soccer was Chris McKnight (left).
Chris Pennisi was named Rookie of
the Year.

Moretti and fresh-
man Chris Pennisi.
Pins were awarded
to seniors Paul Cor-
rado and Joe I [el-
gessen, captains Pete
Kelly Dwight Qui-
chua and Chris Mc-
Knight; Brian Mur-
tagh, Billy Padnk,
and David Sanchez;
.\\K\ juniors Damn'
Agostino, Steve
Lindgren and Chris
Weaklcv. Chris Mc-
Knight was named
MVP and Chris Pennisi was named
Rookie of the Year.

The Girls Tennis team, coached by
Maureen Barnert, awarded letters to
freshmen Kristin Billich, fuliann Gar-
bowsky, and Chelsea Soissson, and
gave pins ro senior Melissa Hansen,
and juniors Charlie Kazimir ,ircji Aman-
da Smalley, both captains, and Laurie
SobeL Amanda SroaBey was named
MVP .in^l Kristin Billich was named
Rookie of the Year.

The Gymnastics team, coached by
Meredith Mm aw ski And Vickie Uni-
acke, awarded a letter to manager Ra-

captaii

Saral

Bruce
Hunt, Dana Curcio and Brian I
reido io junior V

hop,
Step!
Ashlevl.it! nySmith; fi
man Stephanie Szeliga and manager

en to sen-
ior captains Danielle Amdt, Caitlin
English and kellev Hrutka\ and soph-
omores Megan Boyle, Jenna Delillo,
Ashieigh Gaspari, Katie 1 lardy and
Becky Keller. Caitlin English was

named MVP
and Stephanie
Szeliga was
named Rookie
of the Year.

The unstop-
pable Field
Hockey team,
coached by
Fran Flannery,
Tammy Zurka
and Kiersten
Bohl, gave let-
ters to juniors
Samantha Def-
flcr and Megan

Wilson, sophomores Juliannc Bosse
and Brandee Brown and managers
Ashley Britton, Katie Nuber and
Courtney Sacco. Pins were awarded
to seniors Lauren Haus, Jessie Man-
ning and Sref Miller (all captains),
Cassie LVl Frso, Jamie Jakubik, Katie
Kelliher. Jessica Miller, Jackie Muglia
and Kelly Thomas; and juniors

Named Most Valuable Player in
soccer was Caitlin English (right)
and Stephanie Szeliga was named
Rookie of the Year.
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Named Mos t Valuable Player in
Gymnastics was Beverly Jamieson
(r ight) and Gina Rose Siringo was
named Rookie of the Year.

Courtney Eusticeand Melissa Szeliga.
Stef Miller was named MVP and
Megan Wilson was named R(x>kic of
the Year.

• C lountry, coached by
Mike Capizola, awarded a letter to sen-
ior Man Bazsika and pins to seniors
Dan Piwowar, Jeremy Rodas, Mike
Williams (captains) and Grant
Gianneschi; juniors Jim Conroy, Matt
ITAlessandro, William Dak; jcffPham
and JeflFSeesselberg; and sophomore
Tim Williams. MVP honors went to
[eremy Rodas, ,wid Matr Bazsika was
named Rookie of the Year.

The Girls Volleyball team, coached
by John Ferguson and Patricia
Por/.io, gave letters to senior captains
Shakera Beverly and LaToya John-
son; juiiors Therese D'Adezzio,
Krisn Lombardi, KaitlinMackenzie,
Adriana Rivera and Amanda Ycm-
ott; sophomores Stephanie Hanses,
Sam Horvath, Padmani Itwaru and
Amanda Makowski; freshmen Jamie
Ensel and Samantha Smith and man-
ager Zaklya Clarke. Shakera Beverly
and LaToya Johnson were named
MYPs and Jamie Ensel was named
Rookie of the Year.

I uniorunior I ournalist

Jeremiah Magpile, Middle School Eighth
Grader, Named "Junior Journalist"

Pictured (I to r) are Middle School Assistant Principal Phyllis Savage
with winner Jeremiah Magpile and Language Arts teacher Betsy Veiss.

Jeremiah Magpile, Middle School
eighth grader, is this week's winner in
the Ofcnro/Hometown Heros Junior
Journalist Program. His poem •"Win-
ter" has won him dinner for his fam-
ily, courtesy of Hometown Heros.

All students are encouraged to sub-
mit their original poetry, articles,
opinion pieces or essays ro their
teacher, schcx>l principal, Hometown

Heros located on Hamilton Blvd. or
the Observer office.

Winners and their family receive a
catered dinner from Hometown
Heros and will be invited to a year
end banquet in June of 2005.

For more information , call the Ob-
server at (908) 668-0010'or Home-
town Heros at (90S "55-4376.

Winter
By Jenniah Magpile

Gxil winds blew past my txt:
As 1 walked the snowy paths laid before me
I longed tor warmth in the absolute cold
But the ice of winter had swallowed me

A desert of cold it seemed to me
For there were no flowers
Nor gentle beasts of nature in sight
Even-thing enveloped in a blanket of white

I continued walking down the path of mine
And saw another soul in the ocean of snow
Staring at the nothintrnc^
As if there was splendor beneath its garments

Then beside her I sat myself
And tried to see the snow through her eyes
But to my dismay
All I witnessed was an empty painting

Once again I opened my eyes
In hope that I may so
Only then I saw winter's unrivaled beauty
And let the winds . me.

Waiting for Something?
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Advertise in the Observer,
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call 908-668-0010.
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Lenox Calls it Quits

Pianist Patricia Landy and
Clarinetist Robert Romano

Benefit Concert
For Hospice

PIANARH. the piano and clarinet
duo featuring Pianist Patrick Landy
and Clarinetist Robert Romano will
present "Winter Reflections30 on [an.
9 at 4 p.m. This is a benefit avit.il tor
the HOSPICE Program of the Visit-
ing Nurses Association of Central Jer-
sey (VNACJ). The program features
the BraJmts F minor Clarinet Sonata.
Op. 120. no. 1 along with selections by
Gerald Finzi. Malcolm Arnold, and
Jazz composer Alec Templeton. This
performance will be held at Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church on
Watchung Ave. in Plainfield. Tickers
arc SiO at the door. All proceeds and
donations go directlv to the YNACJ
Hospice Program for Middlesex
County Residents. For more informa-
tion contact (908) 754-4380.

P1ANARE will be featured at Sac-
red Heart Church on Feb. 13 at 3 p.m.
in celebration of Sacred Heart's !()()•

anniversary.

wed from />/;<?/' 11

The Adult School Senior *

program began with a m a m that w.is

obtained from the Middlesex Count}1

Office on Aging to purchase the first
senior citizen bus. Over the wars, the
adult school worked very closely with
senior cin/ens in the community. The
senior transportation and meals-on-
wheels programs were begun through
the adult school, with rhe help of a
very active senior citizen advisory1

council.
The Saturday Scene and Adult

School classes have varied over the
years. Some of the most popular
classes are tennis, yoga, volleyball, line
dancing and painting. The school
offers several professional workshops,
including electrical contractor re-
certificaoon and negotiation seminars,
as well as college credit classes. New
adult classes are added every year. The
popular Trip Program, which began
25 years ago, offers residents the
opportunity to see all that New York
City has to offer and much more. The
single and mufti-day trips have been
attended by thousands of people of all
ages.

The adult sch<x>l was involved w ith
the Summer Drama Workshop for
many years. Jim recalled, "My fondest
memories are of all generations ot
people in South Plainfield learning and
enjoying life. My greatest satisfaction
is providing opportunities for others
to succeed.

"I have been very fortunate over the

years to haw ,m excellent hard working
personable office Staff. The many
programs could not function as
effectively without Karen Bickunas,
Sheina Drake and Sue Alexander."

I I is staff members returned the
compliment. "We have worked with
[im for many vcars and haw seen his
creativity .it work in the numerous
programs which lie developed for the
children and adults of South Plainfield.
In 'us words, ' There was never a dull
moment." We wish him all the best in
his retirement, he will be greatly
missed by his office staff."

Jim has no single long-range
retirement plan. I le noted that his wife
enjoys her job and will continue to
work. I le hopes to visit his son and
daughter-in-law in London and his
daughter in Edmonton, Canada. He'll
head to Hilton Head and Palm
Springs to play golf with friends. Also
on his retirement agenda is a leisurely
tour of our country and Canada by
train. "Where I will have the luxury
of reading 10-12 books and do some
writing,11 he added.

Jim would like to thank the people
of South Plainfield for the op-
portunity to work here for the past
32'/2 years. "I truly enjoyed the
challenge of organizing quality
programs for all age groups and I low
being an educator."

Jim's successor will be Sophie
Domogala. Watch the Observer for a
Story on the new Adult School
director.

Irene W. Eliasen, 67
Irene \V. Eliasen died suddenly on

Sunday, Dec. 26 at her home.
Bom in Philadelphia, Pa., she grew

up in Germany from rhe aye or two
until she was 24, returning to the
United States. Irene lived in Bernards-
viUe before settling to South Plainfield
in 1964.

An active longtime member of St
Luke's Lutheran Church in Dunellen,
she was also a member of the church
choir. She was a member of the former
Federated Women's Club of South
Plainfield and had been a volunteer at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center
in Plainfield for many vcars.

She is survived by her husband,
Walter; two daughters. Annette and
her husband. Joe Libnzzi of Hillsbor-
ough and Linda Eliasen of Hackets-

town; a son. Eric of Edison; a sister,
Marion Isbarn of Germany and three
brother--, Helmut Hamann of Madi-
son and Norbert and Reiner Schroder,
both of Germanv.

Also surviving are six grandchildren.
Nathaniel. Andre, Amber, Brianna,
Ashley and Austin.

Funeral arrangements were under
the direction of McCriskin Home For
Funerals.

Memorial donations in her memory
may be made to St. Luke's Church or
to a charity of one's choice.

Margaret (Gallagher)
Starnick, 67

Margaret (Gallagher) Starnick died
on Tuesday Jan. 4 in Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital, New

IT IS FAR EASIER FOR YOUR
FAMILY IF YOU PLAN AHEAD

3-CiCCside Cemetery
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Brunswick.
Born in Avoca, Pa., she resided in

Newark, Hillside and Piscataway be-
fore moving to Little River, SC in
1992.

Margaret had been employed as a
purchasing administrator for Siemen's
Hearing Instrument of Piscataway for
four years. Previously, she had been a
payroll clerk for Prudential Insurance
Co., Iselin.

She was a former member of Our
Lady of Mt. Virgin Church of Middle-
sea and had been a member of the
church's prayer group. She was also a
member of Women's Club and Jr.
Women's Club *>f Piscataway

Her husband, George Starnick, died
m 2000.

Surviving are four daughters, Ther-
esa Liland <jf Piscataway, Anne (/Mike
of Conwajj SC, Elizabeth King of
Middlesex and Joan DeBiase and her
husband, Joseph ofManville; a son,
Raymond Starnick of South Plainfield;
a sister, Mary Reginald Quilan of Little
River, SC and two granddaughters,
Margaret Ann and Gabrielk Elizabeth.
Also surviving is her lifelong friend
Barbara Watson of Piscataway.

Funeral services will be held on Sat-
urday at 8 a.m. in McCriskin Home
For Funerals, 2425 Plainfield Ave., fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass at 9 a.m. in
Our Lady of Mt. Virgin Church, Mid-
dlesex. Cremation will be private. Rela-
tives and friends may call at the funeral
home on Friday 2-4 and 7-9 p.m.

(908) 561-8000

HOME FOR FUNERALS, LLC
2425 Plainfield Ave. South Plainfield, NJ 07080

"An Independent, Family Owned & Operated Funeral Home"

PRE ARRANGEMENTS • S/S MEDICAID PROTECTION • CREMATION SERVICES

Richard W. McCriskin. Mgr., NJ . Lie. No. 3147
William C. McCriskin, NJ. Lie. No. 3382

James A. Gustafson, NJ. Lie. No. 4205
Richard W. McCriskin II. NJ . Lie. No. 4504

www.mccriskinfuneralhomc.com Fax (908) 561-6744

Keystone residents enjoyed a holiday party courtesy of the Knights
of Columbus Council #6203 last week.

Knights Host Christmas
Party for Keystone Residents

The South Plainfield Knights of
Columbus Council #6203 held
their annual Keystone Residents
Christmas party on Dec 29. More
than 70 Keystone residents attended
the hot dinner and enjoyed a visit
from Santa, who delivered many
gifts to the residents.

The Knights would like to thank
all of the Knight of Columbus mem-

bers and their families who attended
and either cooked or served the resi-
dents there fixxl.

A special thank you to Wonder/
Hostess for donating all of the rolls
and desserts for rhe party and Knight
member F.d Kubala for being Santa.
Co-organizers for this event were Bill
Thomas and Grand Knight Joe
Scrudato.

Business &
AUTOBODY COMPUTERS

SULLIVAN'S

AUTO BODY
BodyShop Lie. #02313A

Hours
Mon-Fri
$3m-5pm

t2210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield

New Jersey 07080

908-757-5100^
Fax:908-757-3105

Concerned About Computer
Virus Protection? Home Security?
For advice and installation,

call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers
908-769-0709 .
• New Computers/Upgrades
• Hardware/Software Installations
• In Home Service
• Some Used Computers Available

Cell: 732-423-3504
Email: stcomputers@comcast.net

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Hua Kang Health Center
Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology

Acupuncture • Chinese Herbs • Facial

Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experience
Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.
Effective in treatment oi various pinns. symptoms and hotly needs.

Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm
Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available.
We accept credit cards and health insurance.

1763 Lincoln Highway (Kt. 27) Edison •732-819-0058
126 Plainfield Ave. Edison"732-572-5599

275 Rt. IS South. East Brunswick* 732467-1300

Treat yourself

at our three
locations.

PAVING/MASONRY

Barrios
I S / / Ml \ \ l \ \ ( N \

Specializing in All Typo of

ii( i PKVERS& I K (i WALLS

Masonry and Driveways,
Steps, Sidewalks, Walkways, Patios,

and Gutter Cleaning

Jack Barrios CM For
(908)755-1659 Free EelimaLes

ROOFING

DiFRANCESCO
PAVING* MASONRY
Driveways • Parking Lots
Steps 'Walkways • Patios

Pavers • Concrete
Drainage 'Water Proofing

GENERATIONIZZZZ

908-668-8434

SNOWl'LOWING

J.I PENYAIC
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908-753-4763

124CAMDEN AVE.

SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

Lalaria
Landscaping

SHOWPLOWIHG
Leslie Chambers

Telephone: (908) 9/7-/66S
Fax; (90S) 757-5/75

• Fully Insured •
•Affordable and Reliable! •
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LEGAL NOTICES
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVI D BY FHI I .OVI HtJINi; BOI
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. THAI
WHEREAS Iheffl oxists a need for the services o( a
Registered Municipal Auditor to condu< I an ;nid)t ot

' South PlainficM

WHEREAS Ih9 Local Public Contracts Law (N .ISA
40A 11-1 et 5eq ) requires that the resolution
authorizing Hl8 iward o( the contracts as
"Professional Services" without competitive b

'' publicly advertised
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the

ng Body of the Borough ol South Plainfield
Iowa

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with Androw
Hodulik of the firm Hodulik & Morrison, PA

2. This contract is being awarded without competitive
bidding as a "Professional Service under the
provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law because
services rendered are professional services of a
recognized profession whose practice is regulated
by law.

3. A copy of this resolution shall be published in The
Observer as required by Law within ten (10) days of
its passage.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttigheri/Municipal Clerk

$35.00 January 7, 2005

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGA.. NOTICE
December 29,2004
Public Notice is hereby given that the following action
was taken by the South P ainfield Planning Board at
its meeting held on December 28, 2004.
A. Case #04-03 Ronald Russomanno. Block 26:
Lots 5 and 11; 1581 Bullard and Plainfield Avenues.
The applicants request fo' minor subdivision was
hereby GRANTED with conditions.
Respectfully Submitted.
Mary Beth Khidre,
Recording Secretary-Planning Board

S20.00 January 7. 2005

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Michael Woicik
requesting aval
Zoning Ordinance of the Borough ot South Plainfield
to permit a deck and screened porchove'
Proposed 12 5' x 30' deck an':

iver deck lacks require: <.k. 11
proposed; and other variances that may be required,
said prouorly being located at 17 Celentano Court
on Block 249.1 ot 84 on the South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or protests
against the granting of said appeal, the South Plain-
field Zoning Board of Ad|uslment will hold a public
hearing on Thursday. January 27,2005 in the Council
Chambers. Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspectors Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall.
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 am and 5.00
pm.

$26.25 January 7, 2005

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY

OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. NEW
JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS there exists a need tor the services of
bond counsel for the Borough of South Plamfield. and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contract Law (N.J.S.A.
40A: 11-1 et.seq) requires that the resolution
authorizing the award of the contracts for
"Professional Services" without competitive bidding
must be publicly advertised.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South Plainfield
as follows.

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with Wilentz
Goldman & Spitzer. Attorneys for the year 2005.

2 This contract is awarded without competitive bidding
as "Professional Services under the provisions of the
Local Public Contract Laws because the service

red are professional services of a rec<
professi'*

n Benefits will not be provided as part of the
compensation for the position of Bond (.

4 A copy of this resolution shall be published in The
Observer as required by law within ten day

Vinceri1

$36 75 I 7,2005

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. NEW
JERSEY. THAT

WHEREAS there exists a need tor certain legal
services for the Borough of South Plainfield for the
year 2005. and

WHEREAS the Local Public Contract Law (N.J.S.A.
4OA:11-1 et.seq) requires that the resolution
authorizing the award of the contracts for
"Professional Services" without competitive bidding
must be publicly advertised.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough ol South Plainfield
as lollows:

1. The Mayor and Municipal Clerk are hereby
authorized to execute an agreement with Patrick J
Diegnan, Jr., Esq.

2 This contract is awa'ded without competitive
bidding as "Professional Services" under the
provisions ot the Local Public Contract Laws because
the service rendered are professional services of a
recognized profession whose practice is regulated
by law.

3. Health Benefits will not be provided as part of the
compensation for the position of Borough Attorney.

4. A copy of this resolution shall be published in The
Observer as required by law within ten days of its
passage.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$40 25 January 7. 2005

Classifieds
Classified Rates: $11 for 3 lines (min.) $1 ea. add. line

(10% disc, for 4 consecutive insertions)

HELP WANTED

RN/U'N ( IIHA-IMMKDI VI K OI'KV
mgs. Work ! day wk. Retired
or new nurses welcome. Will train for
cases. License certificate required.
tdison/Piscataway. (732) 246-8900.

LOCAL( OMI'ANV NEEDSP^ RECEP-
tionist/clerk 20 hi computer
skills a plus. Send resume to Armpco
Office Machines, 2259 S. Clinton Ave.
or fax to (908) 755-8680.

AUTO FOR SALE

1996 OLDS CIERA-53K, Vfi. 4 DR. V (
power windows *k doors, dual power
seats. Great cond $2900. (908) 756-2877.

FOR SALE

CANON BCI-21 INK-3 COLOR,3 BAN
cartridges. Retail SI25. sell S45. My
printer broke. (all Susan at the Observer
(908)668-0010.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SAL1

MATTRESS & BOX-A FILL SI/1
set. new ortho plush in plastic. Sell $120.
(732)259-6690.
MATTRKSS SHT-QI I I \ I'll.I O \ \
top. neww/warranty. $135. Can Deliver.
(732)259-6690.
BLDROOM SET-SLEIGH BED,
chest, dresser mirror, n-stand. V
$2(XX). Sell $695. (732) 259-6690.
BED-VISCO ELASTIC MEMORY

. :is seen on TV. Queen set still in
plastic. Sell $350. Can deliver. (732) 25V-
6690.
DINING R O O M - B E A L T I F L ' L P E D -
estal table. 6 chairs, hutch & buffet. New
in box. $1475. Can deliver (732) 259-6690.

GUTTER CLEANING

GUTTERS CLEANED & FLUSHED
Also snowplowing. Insured, free esti-
mates. (908)296-2344.

Sell your used items, find a job, a place to live,

home furnishings, business opportunities

all in the OBSERVER CLASSIFIEDS!

To advertise in the Business

& Professional Services

section, call 908-668-0010.

CONTRACTORS

• • • • • • • • • • • • • I

Hire a handyman

to conquer that

'Honey Do" list.
TOM

CHEPULIS

rJ.D.L
IMPROVEMENTS. 1

Specializing in small jobs loi the home & ollice. '
Ki i i Mil I , Ft i n bet 111 I)

RENOVATIONS-REMODELING:
. REPAIRING

908-754-4689

JEWELERS

CINDY
MICHAELS

Jewelers & Gemologists

\7<) Front Street
nth Plainfield

1264

Fineji Repairs

BUILDER &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
NJ DCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-38^0

ADDITIONS • KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Office Renovations

I FREE ESTIMATES I

LAWN CARE

ROSS' LAWNCARE
Lawn Care & Snow Plowing

Mulch • Stone • Sod • Edging
Trimming • Topsoil

LAWN
^ * 4 CUTTING

Free
Estimates

908-755-1438 I

FITNESS CENTERS

SLIM
Soi

30 Minute

I
SLIM
TONE

AND TONE
in PLAINFIELD

Workout for Women

$39 Monthly with

No Initiation Fee!

Open all day

2601 Hamilton Blvd.
(between Home Depot

(908)769-0009

FURNITURE REPAIRS

•ib HHMITHIMIlDir
Precision

Furniture Repairs
On-Site

Scratches • Gouges • l'et Damage
Water Marks • Burns

Structural Repairs • Broken Joints
Antique Restoration

Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MICH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

MASONRY

r

S I&TTONE
a MASONRY

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE

732-926-8686

• Steps/Porches

•Sidewalks

• Brickwork

• Briclcpavers

• Patios

• Belgian Block Curding

• Foundations

• Briveways

• French drains

•Chimneys

JUNK REMOVAL

JUXK REMOVAL j
WE TAKE

AJVTTHEVG:
Any item

Removed!

AJ.'S JUNK REMOVAL

(908) 229-4831

MASSAGE THERAPY

XEN'i 6 E Y ]

•

- 5 6 1 - 1 5 1 1

AIK YOU
WAITING

ABVIRTIf I YOUR

rORAfLITTLI
Af*15PfRWItK.

908-668-0010

SNOW REMOVAL/SALT

Call

KLK Trucking for:
Sand/Salt Mixture, Bulk

Rock Salt. Ice Control Sand

\ Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing

I'ii k up or I )eliv., Mon. thro Sal

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

PLUMBER

I Professional Plumbing I

& Heating Inc.

(908)561-1941

South Plainfield, W

FRANK MCCARTHY

License #874]

SNOW REMOVAL

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SALTING - ANTI-ICING

BACKHOE SNOW LOADERS

Office Buildings • Industrial Plants
Retail Stores • Churches

Apartment & Condo Complexes
24 hour service - Fully Insured

908-756-7272 !l

REAL ESTATE

(mb Prudential
Rose REALTORS*
Rose Mark' IVIlon

Hi u roR-Asso* i M i

South Plainfield Resident
For Oner 39 Years

TO8-753-4450 X1U2
lull Frtt800370-2424

l.,\ 'IIIS--5.l.lM.<h
RosePeltan@att.nel Rose Marie Pelton

( ^ Prudential Rose REALTORS*
659 Mountain Boulevard. Watchung. NJ 07069

SNOWPLOWING

SNOWPLOWING
Comnential

Free

Estimates

Insured • 908-296-2344

Moretti Realty

Put your trust in a Realtor
who can get the most Evelyn

money through Sherwood
knowledge & experience! liniker-

Issocwte

Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313
(908) 753-1346 Evenings
Email: shenvoode^moretttreatty.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

Main Street Realty Inc. A

Robert Publik
Realtor-Associate

Business:
* • (732)549-9000x358

Evenings:
(908) 755-2709

Robert Publ ik " • * "•»»«••••'•'
OmOES IV N. Kl>lSI)\. WcxlDKKIIX,!.. Cdl.ONU

2077 Oak Tree Road, Edison. NJ 08820

TANNING TRAVEL

tooting for a New Janning Salon? \ FIRST CLASS TRA VEL

ALLABOUTYOU

With the purchase
of a tan, get a

free tan It

No
f", appointment

Located in
\ Stevensville Park I

Plaza, Edison

732-549-7022

Your Concierge To The World

CALL NOW FOR OUR

WINTER SPECIALS!!!

(908) 753-3777

South Plainfield

129 South Plainfield Ave.
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LEGAL NOTICES
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1682

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. MIDDLE-
SEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Ordinance #1682 entitled: AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING CHAPTER 26. ARTICLE 9 OF THE
CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
ENTITLED: FIRE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS" was
adopted on first reading a
Observer on F
heanng was set for 800 pm. on Tuesday January
18, 2005 m the Municipal Bu d
New Jersey

ORDINANCE NO. 1682

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 26.
ARTICLE 9 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD ENTITLED: FIRE
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS'

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. NEW
JERSEY
Borough cf South Plamfield shall be amended as
follows:

Article 26-9 Officers

The officers of the Sou* Plainfield Fire Department
shall consist of One (1) Fire Chief: Two (2) Deputy
Chiefs; Three (3) Captains and Three (3) Lieutenants.

All othc (Ws Chapter of the Code of the
Borough shall remain in full force and effect.

This amendment shall take effect after final a
and publication in accordance with the. law.

ATTEST:

$43 75 January 7, 2005

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1683

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. MIDDLE-
SEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY. THAT:

Ordinance #1683 entitled: A CAPITAL ORDINANCE
APPROPRIATING $70,000 FOR THE ACQUISITION
OF VARIOUS CAPITAL ITEMS FOR THE POLICE.
BUILDING. RECYCLING AND OFFICE ON AGING
DEPARTMENTS was adopted on first 'eading and
advertised m The Observer on Friday, January 7.2005
and a public heanng was set for 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday.
January 18. 2005 in the Municipal Building. South
Plainfield. New Jersey

ORDINANCE NO. !££ !

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $70,000 FOR
THE ACQUISITION OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
AS LISTED BELOW FOR THE BOROUGH OF
SOUTH PLAINFIELD. COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.
STATE OF NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW
JERSEY as follows

Section 1. That ihere is hereby authorized pursuant
to applicable statutes ol the State ot New
Jersey as a general ;rr;provement, the

r improvements m the Borough
of South Plainfield, County of Middlesex,
New Jersey:

Computer Equipment
• Building $9,275.00

Camera s - Police $25,000.00

Paving & Signage -
Recycling

Equipment - Office
on Aging

TOTAL

$18,300.00

HL-425.00

Sector 2

•-AS « 2

S70.000.00

That the improvements described in
Section 1 hereof shall be authorized as
general capital improvements for the
Borough of South Plainfield in the County
of Middlesex. New Jersey.

)by determined and declared by
this Mayor and Borough Council as
follows:

A. That the maximum estimated amount
of money to be raised from ail sources
for the purposes stated in Section 1.
hereof, is S70.000.00.

B. That the cost for said projects shall be
financed from appropriations in the
Capital Improvement Fund, of which
said funds are available for said pur-
poses.

C. The estimated useful irfe of said im-
provements is hereby determined to
be five (5) years.

Section 4 That the total amount of the appropriation
to be expended for Architectural and
inspection costs, legal costs, advertise-
ment of ordinance and other expenses as
provided in SectKXi 48:2-20 o( the Revised
Statutes, is not to exceed $5,000.00.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect after final
passage and publication m accordance

e law.

ATTEST:
- • Buttig lien/Municipal Clerk

$82.75 January 7, 2005

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW
JERSEY. THAT:

WHEREAS the Borough wishes to install new curbing
and sidewalks along portions of Maple Avenue: and

WHEREAS the Borough has received a proposal from
CME Associates to perform the engineering design,
construction administration and bid phase services
on behalf of the Borough for said project at a cost not
to exceed $73,250.00; and
WHEREAS this contract is being awarded without
competitive bidding as "Professional Services" in
accordance with N. J. S.A. 40A. 11 -5(1) (a): and

WHEREAS funds have been certified by the Chief
Financial Officer and will be made available in
Ordinance # 1677.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South Piamfield
that authorization is hereby given to enter into a
professional services contract with CME Associates
to perform engineering design, construction
administration and bid phase services at a cost not to
exceed S73.250.00.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Mumcipal Clerk

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1681

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLESEX
COUNTY. NEW JERSEY. THAT:

Ordinance #1681 entitled: AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE POSITION OF PROJECT COORDINATOR,
CONSTRUCTION AND ESTABLISHING COMPENSATION FOR SAID POSITION was adopted on first reading

2005 and a public hearing was set for 8:00 p.m. on
South Plaintield. New Jersey

ORDINANCE NO. 1681

AN ORDINANCE CREATING THE FOLLOWING EMPLOYMENT POSITION FOR THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD AND ESTABLISHING THE COMPENSATION FOR SAID POSITIONS THE YEAR 2005. THIS SALARY
WILL BE ADJUSTED UPON REACHING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE PROFESSIONAL MANAGERS
ASSOCIATION.

of the Borough of South Piamfield, County ot Middlesex, State of New
Milows:

SECTION 1. The rates of compensation for each employee of the Borough of South Plainfield shall be on an
annual basis as follows except where indicated Such rates of pay shall be effective on January 1 st
of the years shown.

POSITION 2005

| PROJECT COORDINATOR CONSTRUCTION | 7.600 j

SECTION 2. INCONSISTENCY —All ordinance or part of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3 EFFECTIVE DATE—This ordinance shall become effective and operative ten days after the
publication thereof after the final passage.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglien Municipal C

S77O0 January 7,2005

PLAINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

O49.« OLYMPICS

$33.25 January 7, 2005

BOROUGH OF SOU~H PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

ORDINANCE NO. 1684

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. MIDDLE-
SEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY. THAT:

Ordinance #1684 entitled: A SEWER UTILITY
CAPITAL ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING S76.500
FOR THE ACQUISITION OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE
CED.'RBROOK PUMP STATION AND VARIOUS
OTHER SEWER EQUIPMENT was adopted on first
reading and advertised in The Observer on Friday.
January 7. 2005 and a public hearing was set for 8:00
p.m. on Tuesday. January 18, 2005 in the Municipal
Building. South Piamfield. New Jersey.

ORDINANCE NO. 1684

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $76,500 FOR
THE ACQUISITION OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
FOR THE SEWER UTILITY AS LISTED BELOW FOR
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. COUNTY
OF MIDDLESEX. STATE OF NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW
JERSEY as follows

Section 1. That there is hereby authorized pursuant
to applicable statutes of the State ol New
Jersey, as a general improvement, the
following improvements in the Borough
of South Piamfield. County of Middlesex,
New Jersey:

Cedarbrook Pump Station

Equipment 4 Repairs $46,500 oo

Sewer Equipment $30,009.00

TOTAL $76.500.00

Section 2. That the improvements described in
Section 1 hereof shall be authorized as
general capital improvements for the
Borough of South Plamfield in the County
of Middlesex. New Jersey.

Section 3. It is hereby determined and declared by
this Mayor and Borough Council as
follows

A. That the maximum estimated amount
of money to be raised from all
sources for the purposes stated in
Section 1. hereof, is S76.50O.O0.

B. That the cost forsaid projects shall
be financed from appropnations in
the Capita! Improvement Fund, of
which said funds are available for
said purposes.

C The estimated useful life of said
improvements is hereby determined
to be ten (10) years.

Section 4. That the total amount of the appropriation
to be expended for Architectural And
inspection costs, legal costs, advertise-
ment of ordinance and other expenses as
provided in Section 48:2-20 of the Revised
Statutes, is not to exceed $12,000.00.

Section 5. This ordinance shall take effect after final
passage and publication in accordance
with the law.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$78.75

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. NEW
JERSEY. THAT:

WHEREAS the Borough wishes to modify the Durham
Avenue improvements to :nc!ude a right hand turn lane
onto Helen Street: and

WHEREAS the Borough has received a proposal from
CME Associates to perform the engineering design,
surveying, construction admimstratjon and bid phase
services on behalf ol the Boiough for said project at a
cost not to exceed $14,346.00; and •

WHEREAS this contract is being awarded without
competitive bidding as "Professional Services" in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1) (a); and

WHEREAS funds have been certified by the Chief
Financial Officer and will be made available in Capital
Improvement Fund, account # C-04-55-865-000-901

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South Piamfield
that authorization is hereby given to enter into a
professional services contract with CME Associates
lo perform engineering design, surveying,
construction administration and bid phase services
for the Durham Avenue Project at a cost not to exceed
$14,346 00.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Mumcipal Clerk

$35.00 January 7. 2005

January 7, 2005

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD

MIDDLESEX COUNTY. NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD. NEW
JERSEY THAT:

WHEREAS the Borough wishes to install new curbing
and sidewalks along portions of Maple Avenue: and

WHEREAS the Borough has received a proposal from
CME Associates to perform the engineering design,
construction administration and bid phase services
on behalf of the Borough for said project at a cost not
to exceed $73,250.00; and

WHEREAS this contract is being awarded without
competitive bidding as "Professional Services^ in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A11-5(1) (a); and

WHEREAS funds have been certified by the Chief
Financial Officer and will be made available in
Ordinance* 1677.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South Piamfield
that authorization is hereby given to enter into a
professional services contract with CME Associates
to perform engineering design, construction adminis-
tration and bid phase services at a cost not to exceed
$73,250.00.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglierf/Municipal Clerk

S33.25 January 7. 2005
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SPHS Competes to Raise
Pennies for Special Olympics
By Toni Ciccia

The mood had been set, the hype
among the school was high and the
competition was fierce. During the
week of Dec. 6-10, which was later
extended until Dee. 15, students and
faculty at SIM is were swept up in the
"Penny Wars" frenzy.

The Penny Wars, an idea thought
up by Mr. Hajduk, the Special Olym-
pics coach and a Special Education
teacher at the high school, was a tun
and competitive way to raise funds u >r
the Special Olympics. Mr. Hajduk
brought his suggestion to the student
leaders, made up of students from all
grades, looking tor their support. The
idea was received enthusiastically and
senior Gerry Butricp and junior Jocv
Lammi quickly built the apparatus that
would be used during the war.

The rules of the unique Penny Wars
were as follows: There were five con-
tainers, labeled freshmen, sophomores,
juniors, seniors and faculty. Students
dropped pennies into their own con-
tainer, (ex. A freshmen put pennies into
freshmen container.) Each pennv
counted as one point It a student had
silver coins or dollars and dropped
them into the wrong classes c< intainer,
their score dropped

All monies were counted daily by
Commerce Hank and results were
posted by the containers and an-
nounced each morning. In the Ix-gm-
ning not much money was being
dropped into the containers, but by

the middle of the week, it seemed as if
everyone was gunning tor the seniors.
The competitiveness ol the ('lass <>t
2005 soon spurred the other classes
.\nd faculty to throw big bills into their
container and S20 bills had ended up
in their container more than once. In
the final days of the 1'cnnv Wars, it was
decided that the competition was so
popular, the deadline would be pushed
back until the following week.

The Penny Wars raised over S3.500
for the Special Olympics, an amount
which exceeded the student leaders'
goal. During the last 20 minutes ot
the competition, over $2,000 was put
into the containers. The faculty walked
away with the wm with only -1,500
points, while the seniors came in dead
last with nearly -75,000 points. Gerry
Butrico, one of the students in charge
of the Penny Wars, telr that the "com-
petitive nature ot the fundraiser was
the main reason so much money was
raised. It also/gave the faculty a chance-
to have some fun, and they did."

Even though the faculty at the high
school is still gloating over their win.
Hajduk firmly believes that the true
winner is the Special < )lvmpics MK\ the
athletes who participate in it. With the
Pennv Wars and < ither fundraisers held
at the high school, money is quickly
being raised to help pay tor the ui^'s
ot the S|xvial Olympics.

Congratulations to the faculty foi
then u in ,\IK\ g<x>d luck to the Special
(Mympics m raj ing the funds they
need to hold their annual event
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