For a last look at this year’s Labor Day Parade and festivities, turn to pages 8 and 9.
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BOE Administrator Quits Ami

At the Board of Education meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, the resig-
nation of Business Administrator/
Board Secretary Edward Izbicki, Sr.
was accepted by board members.
The effective date of September 15
comes just after last week’s contro-
versial board meeting.

Although Ibicki’s resignation
is related to the board’s financial
problems, Board President Pio
Pennisi said there’s no evidence of
criminal  wrongdoing, but rather a
pattern of carelessness in financial
matters.

Izbicki was hired in May of 2002

when five year Business Adminis-
trator Ellen Johnson announced
her retirement due to back surgery
complications

The BOE has appointed Donna
Tolley Acting Business Admin-
istrator/ Board Secretary until a
replacement is found.

The newest members of the CERT are: Marvin Bronstem Mlchelle Ceramn Betsy Coyne Mary Espostto Henry
Grabarz, Mary Beth Khidre, Mark Markowski and Thomas Walsh. Not pictured is Dave Housel.

Second CERT ClassGraduates

Last week, nine volunteers were
recognized after finishing the *nine
week course to join-the Citizen
Emergency Response Team (CERT).
The graduates received their di-
plomas and were congratulated by
the Mayor and Council during last
week’s regular council meeting.
These nine join the 19 residents
who graduated in April.

CERT, run locally by the South
Plainfield Office of hnurgmq Man-

agement, is under the direction of

Mike Zushma. The CERT program
came about after the events of Sept.
11 and is part of the Homeland Se-
curity Program.

During the nine week course
volunteers learned many aspects
they will need to know dunna an
emergency. In case of an emergency,
these volunteers will be expected to
assist various agencies and trained
personnel where needed.

Class instructors were Mike
Zushma, Michael Grennier, Charles
Siedenburg, Linda Zushma, Larry
DelNegro and Gail Dougherty.

Several CERT members have al-
ready volunteered when they helped
out at this year’s Labor Day Parade.

According to Mike Lushma‘ all of

the CERT members will participate
in an upcoming drill which will take
place in December. Drills are held
periodically to evaluate response
to an emergency and if changes are
needed in training.

Graduating from the second class
were Marvin Bronstein, Michelle Ce-
rami, Betsy Coyne, Mary Espositio,

Hank (ymharz, Dave Housel, Mary
Beth Khidre,:Mark Makowski and
Thomas Walsh.

All volunteers received CERT ID
cards and a duftle bag containing a
vest, helmet, first aid kit and other
emergency items. ID cards are worn

so that the volunteers can be identi-
fied by other emergency personnel.
A new class will be forming in
the spring. If you would like more
information on the CERT program,
call (908) 226-7718 or email mzush
ma@southplainfieldnj.com.

Police Department honors their own with annual awards ceremony. See page 5.

Domestic Violence
Exhibit at Library

In recognition that October is Do-
mestic Violence Awareness Month,
the South Plainfield Domestic Vio-
lence Educational Outreach Program
will conduct a Domestic Violence
Exhibit from Oct. 1-28 at the South

Plainfield Library.

The exhibit will be available dur-
ing regular library hours. A team
member will be at the library to an-

swer any questions on Wednesday

evenings from 7 to 9 p.m.

id Financial Woes

School Board President Seeks to Set the
Record Straight on Budget Mishandling

At Tuesday
night’s BOE
meeting School
Board President
Pco Pennist is-
sued the follow-
ing statement
regarding the current state of the
Board’s finances:

“I have prepared the following
statement to provide a clear picture
of the Board’s finances over the past
four years and to dispel any myths
and rumors regarding financial prac-
tices by the Board of Education.

When the last audit was handed
to the Board this past December, it
brought to light a number of items
that the Board was not aware of re-

garding our financial practices. The
record keeping in rlu lencx\ Office
2 he 2000-20(

ward was 11 a staic of non-comphance
and disarray. For example, purchase
orders from the 2001-2002 school
vear rotaling $410,000 had not
been accounted for on our system
and were owed to vendors. In fact,
our auditors have remarked that they
have rarely seen financial records that
were so improperly kept.

In the .midst of this inaccuracy
regarding our financial status, the
Board changed Business Admunistra-
tors as well as Assistant Business Ad-
ministrators a aumber of times. The
Board was nat aware of the disastrous
nature of our records. We began to
uncover this information in April of
2003. At that ime, with the budget
for the 2003- ?004\%&001 year going
to the voters, we identified 21 staff
positions that were not included in the
2003-2004 budget. As a result, these
positions had a $1.3 million impact
on the budget that was just closed.
Moving forward into the summer as
we continued to nvestigate financial
practices, we found that FICA con-
tributions were not handled properly;
and as a result, the Board’s fund bal-
ance was actually $220,000 less than
anticipated because we had missed the
filing deadline to recover this portion
of those funds from the State.

Additionally, in the course of the
prior year’s audit, the Board had
returned $330,000 that was suppos-
edly excess fund balance above the
State limit. This was also inaccurate.
Those funds should have been ap-
plied to offset the $410,000 deficit
to keep our financial picture in proper
balance, but was not.

Therefore, the 2001-2002 and
2002-2003 budgets had several glar-
ing inaccuracies that impacted on the
preparation of the 2003-2004 bud-
get. In fact, the 2003-2004 budget
was significantly under funded. h>r
example, aside from the 21 teachers
that were missing, we also discovered
that the budget presented, which we
thought was sufficiently under cap

“The responsible
parties will be held
accountable.”

~Pio Pennisi, School Board President

to provide for capi-
tal projects was in
fact, a budget that
did not come close
to accurately repre-
senting the needs of
the district in terms
of staffing, and many other critical
line item costs.

The.2003-2004 budget did not
have sufficient funding for capital
projects and should have been
capped to simply cover the remaining
operational expenses of the district.
The information presented to the
Board on the other hand, painted
this budget as one that had more
than sufficient funds to allow for
this capital project.

Over the past six months, the
Board has been watching the line

help, and have ascertained that figures
prcsentcd to the Board still remain
inaccurate and have only recently; as
we examine our process. found that
fund balances proj (
2004 budget were inaccurate.

I should point our that informa-
tion put in the newspapers by various
individuals has not been accurate. For
example, at the time of our last audit,
to our auditor’s knowledge and ours,
no amount of money in excess of
$410.000 had not been encumbered.
Additionally, as our auditors pointed
out at the December meeting, money
that is encumbered in a prior year that
is not expended must go forward
into the next vear’s budget, which
ultumately gives the appearance that
vour budget is higher than it should
be. However, encumbrances that are
accrued in vour prior vear, according
to law, must be carried in your current
vear’s budget until all obligations are
satisfied.

Lastly, we are making a change in
our Business Office and are seeking a
new Business Administrator as soon
as possible. In light of the Board’s
discovering that information on our
financial position was misleading,
we have made many changes in our
practices over the past six months,
and will continue to work with our
auditors to insure that future data
presented to the Board will not con-
tain the inaccuracies and misleading
informaton of the prior four years.
I have also instructed our auditor
to audit our referendum budget to
insure funds were properly allotted
and that monies are available to com-
plete additional projects outlined in
the referendum.

Ifit is determined that any inappro-
priate handling of those monies has
occurred, you can be assured the re-
sponsible parties will be held account-
able and face resulting consequences.
As any new information is obtained,
we will immediately disclose it to the
public as we have in the past.”
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Meets twice a month on the first and third Monday.

Borough Hall Council Chambers « Questions? 908-226-7605
Agenda Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Public Meeting

Monday, October 4, 8:00 p.m.

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641
Oct. 12 and 26, Nov. 16 and 30 and Dec. 14 and 28

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. » Questions? 908-226-7641
Oct. 14 and 28, Nov. 4 and 18 and Dec. 2 and 16

boardofeducationmeetings

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.— Oct. 12, Nov. 9, Dec. 14,

Jan. 11, 2005, Feb. 8, March 8 and April 5

Regular Board Meeting held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.—Oct. 18, Nov. 16, Dec. 21, Jan. 18 2005, Feb. 15,
March 15 and April 12

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Borough
Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.
Oct. 19, Nov. 16 and Dec. 21

recreationcommiss

Meets once a month on the first Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7716
Oct. 5, Nov. 2 and Dec. 7

environmentalcommission

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7621
October 13, November 10, December 8 and January 12, 2005

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. * Questions? 908-757-8100

trafficsafety

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.

in the Conference Room, Borough Hall (No Meeting in August [
boardofeduc curriculum/technology meetings

Meets once a month on Mondays, (except where noted) at 8 p.m. in the 2nd floor confer-
ence room at Roosevelt Administration Building on Jackson Ave.

(No meeting in October), November 15, December 13,

January 31, 2005, (No meeting February) and March 21
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave., fax us at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver@comcast.net. Include yo 1e, address, telephone number
You can subscribe or contact us at: spobserver.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept., 1110 Hamilton
Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email: spobserver@comcast.net or fax 908
668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words. We reserve the right to edit for clarity or
length. It is the editor's discretion to limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on
the same subject. The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Observer. All letters must be submitted with name and phone number, for verification

INYOUROPINION

To the Editor,

As they typically do during the
third week of the campaign season,
the Democrats last week distorted ev-
ery single position taken by their op-
ponents and then attacked the distor-
ton.

They’re good at it. They use lots
of angry rhetoric, Their best trick is
to charge “negative” campaigning
whenever we bring up an issue they
don't like. For example, if we ques-
tion outrageous spending for a pub-
lic job, they accuse us of “artacking”
the person who holds the job. Ap-
parently they also have a contest be-
tween themselves to see who can
squeeze the word "attack™ into their
letters the most and to see who can
rant and rave the most.

My running mates and I concede
defeat in the ranting contest-a con-
test we never entered. Instead of re-
sponding in kind, we'll continue to
talk about issues, as unpleasant as that
may be for the Democrats.

I do want to clear a few things up
though. First, while I appreciate the
compliment, I've never held an
clected position before in this town.
But I hope to. If I did all the things
the Democrats accused me of last
week, I would have been the most
powerful 25-year-old kid in the state,
maybe even the country. Candor,
however, requires me to say that I
merely sat on an advisory board (run
by a Democrat no less) for about a
year and a half in the mid-"80s.

Similarly, while the Dems said I had
some type of high-level position 10
years ago in the Woskey administra-
tion, they're again mistaken. T think
Mike Woskey would be astonished to
learn T was secretly running his ad-
ministration. Newsflash Mr. Butrico:
1 had no role whatsoever in the Wos-

kev administration. T was working full |
time and attending law school four |

nights a week when Mike was mayor.
I had no time for a personal life, let
alone politics.

Rather than talking about ancient
history, let’s talk about today: Let's talk
about why there's no plan to combat
overdevelopment. Let's talk about
why Helen Street is nine years behind
schedule and why Hamilton Boule-
vard reconstruction is four years be-
hind schedule.

Let's talk abour why the all-Demo-
cratic council is giving no-bid con-
tracts to campaign contributors. Let's
talk about why services are being cut
to the bone while Democratic ap-
pointees get big raises. And finally,
let's talk about why Jack Morris gets
to build what he wants where he
wants, even if it means putting senior
housing in a high-traffic industrial
area.

Voters want us to talk about these
issues. We have. As far as a response,
we're still waiting.

BOB JONES
BOROUGH COUNCIL CANDIDATE

To the Editor,

It is quite amazing to me that it
took so long. Eighteen months ago,
I complained that the Board of Edu-
cation members were given inaccu-
rate financial reports, or in some cases,
no reports at all!

I refused to vote on finance issues

Gourmet Gift Baskets

Poblis

2375 Plainkield Ave.
South Plainkield
(908) 561-2808

causing votes to be postponed. I ini-
tiated conversations with the business
administrator, the superintendent, the
Board president, auditors who admit-
ted my prediction of a shortfall was
probably much higher then my esti-
mate, and finally, with the entire
Board addressing my concerns of the
financial status of the South Plainfield
Board of Education and its inaccu-
rate financial reports. I contacted NJ
School Boards Association and asked
for advice. I urged Board members
to postpone their vote on the negoti-
ated agreement until an accurate cost
analysis was provided to the Board
members as the negotiating commit-
tee confessed they did not cost out
the agreement during negotiations. If
an agreement is not costed out, there
is no way to know how much will be
spentin the salary lines. Consequently;
there should not be a vote unless
Board members knew the exact
amount of money-including benefit
changes—they would pay to teachers
and their associated groups. This re-
quest was met with an inaccurate
analysis provided the evening before
the vote was to take place, which did
not accurately depict the actual im-
pact financially.

I resigned at the meeting that
agreement was ratified by the Board
of Education, stating that the board
did not have the appropriate or accu-
rate information on the contract. I
stated publicly that the Board did not
have an accurate picture of ANY of
the district’s.finances,-and I resigned
rather than continue to mislead the
public that all was well in South Plain-
field Public Schools. I followed my
public resignation with a letter to act-
ing Middlesex County Superinten-
dent Dr. Piegari and Commissioner
of Education urging oversight in
South Plainfield’s financial practices.
I was assured by tollowup letter from
Dr. Piegari’s office that South Plain-
field would be watched closely dur-
ing its upcoming budget preparation.
I would say it is pretty obvious that
the local, county and state officials
failed to follow through and closely
monitor South Plainfield’s budget
preparation.

I continued to attend Board of
Education meetings, and when the
Board changed its practice of hold-
ing all action items to the Regular
Board meeting and instead started
voting on finance matters at COW
(Committee of the Whole) meetings,
I asked that all line item transfers be
included in the agenda of the Regu-
lar Public Board of Education meet-
ing. For your information, the COW
méeting has traditionally been where
the agenda for the regular meeting
was set. No action was taken at these
meetings,because previous boards re-
fused to “slip through” anything that
even remotely looked like something
was being hidden from public view. I
attended the budget preparation
meeting and pomnted out the glaring
deficiencies in the areas of Capital
Outlay, Maintenance of Buildings and

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Letters may be submitted to the Ob-
server, 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080, or fax 908-
668-8819 or by email: spobserver@
comcast.net, . Deadline is Monday, 5
p.m. Letters must be accompanied by
a name and telephone number for
verification. Limit letters to no more
than 400 words. We reserve the right
to edit for clarity or length. We reserve
the right to limit the number of letters
submitted by one individual on the
same subject.

Grounds and Transportation line
items.

My attendance at these meetings
stopped when Board of Education
members treated me, and former
Board of Education member Frank
Mikorski, with such disrespect and
disdain, with eye rolling and sighing,
whenever asked about finance. It be-
came painfully obvious that our ques-
tions were neither needed nor want-
ed. T have to credit Frank Mikorski
for hanging in there, continuing to
attend and never letting go despite the
lack of answers, blank stares and dis-
respect. On the plus side though, 1
have lost count of the number of posi-
tive calls I received from district resi-
dents who appreciated and agree with
me on points stated throughout this
letter. I also listened to comments that
were repeated as coming from cur-
rent Board of Education members
that we were wrong and did not know
what we were talking aboyt.

Today I read in the N7 Star Ledger
that Board President Pennisi said, “We
felt we didn’t have the correct infor-
mation for a long time and possibly
previous boards didn’t either.”

Yet this Board voted to increase the
Superintendent’s salary by 10 percent
and extend his contract to 2009, af-
ter one vear of service! Was this costed
out? The buck stops where? The Su-
perintendent is the chief school ad-
ministrator; he is responsible for all
below him and he was warned repeat-
edly that something was wropg, by
me and monthly by Frank Mikorski!
It will be interesting to watch closely .
from this point forward. I wonder
who the designated scapegoat will be.

Frank Mikorski has attended every
meeting, telling the Board they were
overspending in line items. He did
this every month, but our esteemed
Board of Education members are
claiming they just realized this! If you
believe this I have some swamp land
to sell you! It is certainly time to pay
attention, as I wrote in October when
explaining my resignation to this
community. Salary and benefits are
paid first, the necessary cuts affect our
children, their programs and supplies,
Our building administrators were told
all spending is frozen in August 2004.
The new budget began in July 1,
2004 and the schools doors were not
even open yet! That leads me to be-
lieve that perhaps money allocated to
the 2004-2005 budget was being
used to pay unpaid invoices from the

(Continued on page x)
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Front row (left to right): Dorothy Ewing, Kathy Fredericks, Cindy GaNun, Melissa O'Connor, April Wasnick
and Rosemary Holt. Back row (left to right): Madelyn Ortiz, Janice Gray, Michelle Ritter, Amy Omelio, JoAnn
Stogoski, Christine Ritter, Cathy Reilly. Not pictured are Connie Leso, Carlene Allocco, Robyn Stoeckel, Sue
Ifrach, Nina Zeccardo and Lori Lionetti.

Slim and Tone Celebrates First Anniversary

More than 100 joined owners Dan
and Rosie Holt at Slim and Tone last
week to help them celebrate their first
anniversary.

Equipment was moved out of the
way for the evening to make room for
tables decorated with balloons and
confetti. Everyone enjoyed the cham-

pagne and hot and cold hors’doeuvres,
while they compared how many
inches and weight they had lost in the
last year. New equipment, including
the butt buster, was on display.
Certificates and tee shirts were given
to recognize several women who re-
corded extraordinary results. The “Top

Weight Loss Award 2003-2004” went
to April Wasnick.

Geri McKnight won the door prize,
a two-night trip to Washington DC.

The evening ceremonies ended with the
cutting of a cake, followed by dancing, The
Holts would like to thank everyone who
came out to join in their celebration.

2005 Pictorial Keepsake Calendar Available

Images of South Plainfield from the
carly 1900s to the 1950s are featured
in the South Plainfield Historical So-
ciety inaugural 2005 Keepsake Calen-
dar. Proceeds of the sale are designated
for a number of Society projects cur-
rently underway. Those projects in-
clude preservation of photographs,
High School Senior Scholarship
Award, Town History Day, a proposed
Civil War Memorial and other public

programming,.

Many of the photographs in the
wall-size calendar include comments
by people who lived in the borough
or those familiar with the subject mat-
ter. A young Edward Niemczyk, for
example, experienced many cowboy
and Indian battles-though imaginary
-on the carousel at Holly Park, the
small 1920s amusement park on
Maple Avenue. While no photos have

Free Photography Contest

The International Library of Pho-
tography is pleased to announce that
over $60,000 in prizes will be awarded
this year in the International Open
Amateur Photography Contest. Pho-
tographers from the South Plainfield
area, particulagly beginners, are wel-
_ come to try to,win their share of over
1,300 prizes. The deadline for the con-
test 1s Nov. 30, 2004. The contest is
open to everyone and entry is free.

“Everyone has at least one memo-
rable photo that captures a special
moment in time,” stated Christina
Baylon, Contest Director. “When
people learn abourt our free photogra-

Elks Selling
Entertainment Books

The South Plainfield Elks Veterans
Committee is selling the 2005 Enter-
tainment Book for $30. It can be used
immediately. Please call (908) 756-
6406.

phy contest, they suddenly realize that
their own favorite photos can win cash
prizes, as well as gain national expo-
" continued Bavlon.

To enter, send one photograph in
only one of the-following categories:
pu)pk travel, pets, children, sports,
nature, action, humor, portraiture, or
other. The photo must be a color or
black-and-white print (unmounted),
8"x10" or smaller. All entries must in-
clude the photographer’s name and
address on the back, as well as the cat-
egory and the ttle of the photo. Pho-
tographs should be sent to: The In-
ternational Library of Photography,
Suite 101-3941, 3600 Crondall Lane,
Owings Mills, MD 21117. Entries
must be postmarked by Nov. 30. You
may also submit your photo directly
online at www.picture.com.

The International Library of Pho-
tography is an organization dedicated
to bringing the work of amateur pho-
tographers to the public’s attention.
You can view the work of over 1.1
million amateur photographers at their

website, www.picture.com.
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yet been found of the merry-go-round,
his words highlight a rare 1906 photo
of the property’s owner, Milton Men-
del, paddling his sister in a canoe on
the nine-acre Holly Pond, the center-
piece of Holly Park.

Vmcr\u\cax old Anthony Abbruz-
zese grew up on Church Street close
to the Lehigh Valley Railroad. He
reminisces about the night the first
Police Chiet, Cornels J. McCarthy,
collared a bank robber at the Valley
Lunch, an eatery across the tracks on
Hamiiton Boulevard. His comments
accompany a photograph of a large
gathering of South Plainfielders hon-
oring the sometimes controversial
chief at a Testimonial Dinner in 1936.

The men behind the scenes at
Hadley Airport-the airport operator
Tom Robertson, the mechanics, and
a daredevil parachutist-are rarely, if
ever, published. ,Ed Meehan, now 89
and a retired TWA pilot who got his
wings at Hadley in the 1930s, com-
ments on his flying experiences.

Other mnnthl\ images, some pub-
lished for the first nthc bring to life a
time-gone-by when the town’s popu-
laton was small, everyone knew vour
name, and rapid transir still included
horse-drawn wagons. This is a limited
edition calendar and a keepsake for
your family to treasure. Each year a
new limited edition will be pubhshad
commemorating the history and heri-
tage of our community. The 2005
Keepsake Calendar was made possible

through the advertising support of

several South Plainfield businesses, in-
cluding Nicastro’s Garage, Oak Tree
hrms Cindy Michaels Jewelers &
(mmoloynstx, Salerno Pizza Ristor-
ante, Marsh Associates, Sportworld,
Sherbans Diner, John Cecchettini In-
surance Agency and Spotlight on
Dance.

The black and white calendar with
color advertising sells for $8. Mail or-
ders will be nkun by sending a check

for $8 plus $1 for mailing (total of

$9) to South Plainfield ”1\[01 ical So-
ciety, PO. Box 11, South Plainfield,
NJ 07080. l)ch\'cx‘y takes Appm\i»
lll\llk‘])' two weeks.

Calendars will also be on sale at the
Senior Center on Maple Ave. and Oak
Tree Farms on Oak Tree Ave.
from the South Plainfield Post Ofhice.

Additional information may be at-
tained by e-mailing SPHistorical

ACTrOss

Soc@cs.com.
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Plays-in- the Park Gears Up
for Fall, Holiday Shows

Coming off another successful
Plays-in-the-Park season, the Middle-
sex County Department of Parks and
Recreation announces ticket sales for
performances of its Children’s Theater
event and “Joseph and The Amazing
Technicolor Dreamcoat” perfor-
mances.

“We had another great year for our
Plays-in-the-Park performances, de-
spite rainy weather,” said Frecholder
Deputy Director. Stephen J. “Pete”
Dalina, chairman of the county’s Parks
and Recreation Committee. “Tens of
thousands of people came out to see
the plays. But the end of summer
doesn’t mean the end of fun. Our fall
and holiday shows are extremely popu-
lar, t00.”

Tickets for this year’s Children’s
Theater offering, “The Reluctant
Dragon,” are on sale now. Perfor-
mances run from Oct. 9 through Oct.
24,

Plays-in-the-Park Producer Gary
Cohen wrote the book and lyrics for
that musical, which is the story of a
young boy whose lifelong ambition is
to meet a real dragon. When the
mythical village of Tea’N’Crumpet
learns that there’s a dragon running
amok in the countryside, they hire a
dragon-slayer to take care of the prob-

lem—but Joey intends to get there
first.

Tickets may be purchased in per-
son at the Plays-in-the-Park produc-
tion office at the back of Stephen J.
Capestro Theater from 10 am. to 3
p-m. weekdays. Adults are $3, children
are $2. Cash or checks, made payable
to the Treasurer, Middlesex County; are
accepted.

Tickets also are available through
the mail. Go to the Plays-in-the-Park
website at www.playsinthepark.com
and download a tcket request form
at “The Reluctant Dragon” page. Send
the form, payment and a self-addressed
stamped envelope to: Children’s Show
Tickets, C/O Plays-in-the-Park, P.O.
Box 661, New Brunswick, NJ 08903.

“Joseph and the Amazing Techni-
color Dreamcoat” will be held at the
State Theatre in New Brunswick from
Dec. 26-28.

Tickets will go on sale Nov. 15
through the State Theatre Box Of-
fice. Call (732) 246-7469 for tickets
and information.

For more information no all up-
coming performances, visit the Plays-
in-the-Park website or call the
Middlesex County Parks and Recre-
ation Department at (732) 548-
2884.

Mr. and Mrs. Luis Di Pelaez of North Plainfield held an affair for 200
people at the Polish National Home in South Plainfield for their
daughter Denise’s 15% birthday. Cadet uniforms were specially
purchased from Mexico for several dances the escorts and their |
daughter, Denise, performed for the guests. f

A

Girl Scout Registration Begins

With the new school year starting,
so marks the bcmnrumT of another
Girl Scout mgmbarshlp vear. The
South Plainfield Girl Scout Commu-
nity invites all girls, ages five to 17
years, to find out what Girl Scouting
is all about. Now in its 92nd year,
Girl Scouting cultivates values, social
conscience and self-esteem in girls
while teaching them the critical life

skills to succeed as adults.

In Girl Scouting, girls may choose
to pamupatc in community service
pro)mts gain leadership skills, or to
just ha\c fun! Representatives of
South Plainfield Girl Scouts will be
available at all elementary school Back
to School Nights. If you would like
more informa ation, call (908) 754-
53791.

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield
South Plainfield, NJ

Ave.

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor
Sacrament of Reconciliation

Saturday 10-11 a.m., 4-4:45 p.m.
and uftu 5 p.m. Vigil Mass

Mass Schedule:
Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.

Holy Days 7

Weekdays 6:30 a.m. (except Monday) 9:00 a.m. (church)
Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7
p.m. (Vigil); 6:30 and 9 a.m.,

p-m.
p-m.

12:10 pan. and 7
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OLC Spaghetti Supper
September 25

Our Lady of Czestochowa Rosary
Society will hold a spaghetti supper
on Sept. 25, 4 to 8 p.m. in the parish
hall. Cost for adults is $7, seniors are
$6, children 5-12 are $3.50 and chil-
dren under five are free.

Wesley Methodist Open |

House Spaghetti Dinner |

September 25

Wesley United Methodist Church,
at 1500 Plainfield Ave., is holding a
community Spaghetti Dinner Open
House on Saturday, Sept. 25, 5-7 p.m.
Price per person is $7 for adults and
children (12 vears and under) are $3.

Great food, great music and great
company! Come see what Wesley
United Methodist Church is all about.
Come on in...We love visitors!

Installation of Pastor at
First Baptist Church
September 26

First Baptist Church of South Plain-
field, 201 Hamilton Blvd., will install
as its new pastor, the Rev. D. Gordon
Braun, Jr., on Sunday, Sept. 26 at 3
p.m., followed by a dinner reception.
He comes to us from his most recent
pastorate at Demarest Baptist Church
and a prior pastorate in Pedricktown.
We jovously welcome Rev. Braun and
his wife, Claire and their young daugh-
ter. For more information rcgardmo
the installaton service or general in-
formation, call (908) 753-2382 or
visit our website at www.tbcssouth

plainfield.com.

Trip to Dover Raceway
September 26

The Polish National Home is spon-
soring a trip to Dover Raceway Sept.
26. for the Nascar race. For informa-
ton and to sign up, call (908) 668-
9442 and speak to a bartender.

Sons of American
Legion Golf Outing

September 29

The Sons of the American Legion
Chaumont Squadron 243, located at
243 Oak Tree Ave. are hosting their
Second Annual Golf Outing at
Bunkerhill Golf Course in Princeton
on Wednesday, Sept. 29.

Golfing is $85 per person and in-
cludes green fees, cart, prizes, break-
fast, lunch, drinks and buffet dinner
at Chaumont Post 243.

If you would like to participate in
the tournament or be a sponsor, call
Mark Zeliff at (908) 755-5914.

Diabetes Program at

Senior Center
September 29

The South Plainficld Office on Ag-
ing is pleased to offer an important
program on Diabetes on Wednesday,
Sept. 29 at 1 p.m. at the South Plain-
field Senior Center. Ann Newswanger,
RD, CDE, from the Diabetes Center
at Muhlenberg and JFK Hospitals will
be the guest speaker. The program will
begin with a comprehensive presen-
tation about the disease that will be
followed by an introduction to a nine-
hour individualized Diabetes Class,
which will be offered at the Senior
Center in the weeks that follow the
presentation. For more information,
call the South Plainfield Office on
Aging at (908) 754-1047.

What's
happening in

SEPT/OCT ..

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

Senior Center

EVENTS

Senior Citizen’s Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 AM-12:30 PM—CREATIVE PAINTING 10AM

MONDAY

3 Oct. 20-Flu Shots 9am-11:30am
Nov. 1-Flu Shots 5-7:30pm
Nov. 2—Election Day

EVENTS

-~

Knitting/Crochetting
9:30-11:30am

Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class 11:30am

Washington, DC Trip
October 1 & 2

The Senior Center is sponsoring an
overnight trip to Washington, DC on
Friday and Saturday, Oct. 1 and 2. The
trip’s sightseeing highlights include a
visit to the new World War II Memo-
rial, the Vietham and Korean War Me-
morials, Arlington National Cemetery
and a tour of Washington at night. The
trip includes accommodations in sub-
urban Washington, dinner on Friday
evening, breakfast at hotel, transpor-
tation and sight-seeing. The cost is

I $159 per person double and $209

single. For reservatons, call the Senior

Center at (908) 756-4135 or stop in.

Rainbow Academy

Plans Open House

October 2

Rainbow Academy Child Care Cen-
ter, located at 2177 Oak Tree Rd., will
hold an Open House on Saturday, Oct.
2, from 10.a.m. to 2 p.m.

Rainbow Academy offers a variety
of programs to fit your child’s needs,
from ages six weeks to eight years.
There is limited space available for the
infant, nursery, pre-kindergarten pro-
grams. Everyone who registers will re-
ceive one free month of ParentWatch,
an internet viewing service.

For more information, visit website

www.rainbowacademy.com.

Buddy Walk for

Down Syndrome
October 2

Individuals with Down Syndrome,
their friends, family and many other
supporters will march in full force on
Oct. 2 for the first annual Buddy Walk,
organized by the Buddy Walk of South
Plainfield, the national Down Syn-
drome Society and the South Plainfield
Rescue Squad. The walk begins at 1
p.m. at Spring Lake Park; registration
starts at 11:30 a.m.

All funds raised will support the
National Down Syndrome Society’s
education, rcstargh and advocacy d

forts along with The Buddy Walk of

South Plainfield and the South Plain-
field Rescue Squad.

Call Michele Both at (908) 531-
5100 for more information or any
questions. Visit our website at
www.buddyalkofsouthplainfield.com.

VFW Holds Breakfast

October 3
The VFEW Post 6763 will hold a

TUESDAY

27 Bingo 10am-2pm
Ladies Social 10am

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Weekly Shopping 23
Pathmark 9am

Practical Crafts 10-11am

Bingo 10am-2pm 24
Pizza lunch available

Exercise 8:30am

Line Dancing 10am 29
Movie Time 11:30am
AARP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class 10 & 11:30
Diabetes Program 1pm

28

TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SENIOR CITIZEN'S CENTER, VISIT THE CENTER.

breakfast on Sunday, Oct. 3 from 8 to
11 a.m. at the VFW Post, 155 Front
St. Tickets are $5 and proceeds ben-
efit the VA Hospital at Lyons. For
more info, call (908) 668-9751.

Alumni Day & Dog Walk!
October 3

Join us once again for our Annual
Alumni Day at Spnng Lake Park in
South Plainfield. Meet and greet the
Plainfield Animal Hospital staff and
volunteers, mingle with alumni of the
shelter, enjoy an afternoon of fun and
games and participate in our dog walk.
Donation of $10 is requested. All pro-
ceeds will benefit the animals at the
shelter.

Dogwalkis 12 to 1 p.m., Somerset
County 4-H Dog Club’s obedience/
agility demo, featuring rescued dogs-
1 to 1:30 p.m.; Pawlympic Games-
1:30 to 2:30 p.m. and Blessing of the
animals at Sacred Heart Church at 3
p-m.(within walking distance).

Blessing Of Animals
At Wesley Church
October 3

Wesley Church will host a Blessing
of Animals outdoors on Sunday, Oct.
3 at 3 pm. We invite the community
to join us as our beloved pets are
blessed by Reverend Thompson. All
animals and their owners are welcome

Toavoid any possible injuries please
make sure your dog or cat is leashed
or crated. Bring your furry, finned or
feathered friends. On site will be St.
Huberts Animal Welfare Center of
North Branch to answer any questions
you may have on adoption, animal
care, foster care, dog training, and vol-
unteer programs.

Rev. Thompson may be reached at
(908) 757-2838. Wesley Church is lo-
cated at 1500 Plainfield Ave.

Make ‘n Take Crafts

October 4 .

There will be a “Make ‘n Take” craft
program for adults at South Plainfield
Free Public berar\'pn Monday, Oct.
4, at 10:30 a.m.

“Practical Crafting” instructor
Ronda Wisniewski will lead partici-
pants in making a “memory box” us-
ing collage art. Due to limited space,
participants must register in advance.
There is a $1 materials charge.

The Public Library is located in the
South Plainfield Municipal Complex.
For more info, call (908) 754-7885
or visit www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us.

Weekly Shopping
Pathmark 9am
Practical Crafting 10am
Computer Class 11&1pm

Bingo 10am-2pm 1
Lunch availabie

30

— Out of Town —

CHATS Adoption
Support Meeting
September 27

CHATS (Connected Hearts Adop-
tion Triad Support) will hold an adop-
tion support on Monday, Sept. 27
from 7:15 to 9:15 p.m. at Watchung
Ave. Presbyterian Church, 170
Watchung Ave., North Plainficld.
There will be open sharing of adop-

ion-related stories and light refresh-
ments will be served. Fnr more infor-
mation, call Alyce at (732) 227-0607.

Ninth Annual MCIA
Charity Golf Classic

September 29

The Ninth Annual MCIA Charity
Golf Classic will rake place on Sept.
29 at Tamarack Golf Course in E.
Brunswick. The event, sponsored by
1st Constitution Bank, benefits the Ce-
rebral Palsy Association of Middlesex
County and Roosevelt Care Center.

A few golfing spots remain for the
2004 outing. A $175 donation pays
for golf, continental breakfast, cock-
tail reception, buffet dinner and door
prizes. Tickets for the buffet dinner
only are $75.

Prizes will be given for the longest
drive, team low score and closest to
the pin, plus two automobile prizes,
courtesy of Audi of Mendham for one
hole-in-one opportunity on cach 18-
hole course.

For more information or to play or
donate, call Jennifer Apostol, MCIA
Project Manager, at (609) 655-5141.

Depression/Bipolar
Disorders Seminar
September 29

The Depression and Bipolar Sup-
port Alliance (DBSA) will present its
monthly educational meeting on
Wednesday, Sept. 29. The public is
cordially invited. It will feature David
Chowes, professor in the Department
of Psychology at Baruch College of the
City University of New York.

The organization’s educational
meetings take place on the last Wed-
nesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at
the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship,
21 Normandy Heights Rd. (about
one block east of the Morris Museum)
in Morristown. Meetings are open to
the public; a nominal donation is re-
quested from non-members. Free lit-

erature is available to all attendees.
There is an extensive lending library
of educational audiotapes and video-
tapes.

For further local information, call
(973) 994-1143 or the NJ Self-Help
Clearing House at (800) 367-6274.

Barbara Harley

Benefit Concert
October 1

A concert featuring country artist
and songwriter Barbara Harley to ben-
efit the Somerset Home for Tempo-
rarily Displaced Children will be held
at the Watchung Arts Center, 18 Stir-
ling Rd., on the Circle in Watchung
on Friday, Oct. 1 at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are Adults-$17, children-$7.
Tickets at the door are an additional
$3 per person. For tickets, call Tierney
O’Donnell, (908) 526-6605. Cash,
check, credit cards accepted.

4-H Open House 2004
October 3

If you've ever wanted to learn more
about, or get involved with the local
4-H program, here is your chance. The
Middlesex County 4H Open House
will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. on Sun-
day, Oct. 3 in the 4-H Center, where
attendees can visit displays and booths
that explain the focus of each club in-
volved in 4-H.

Come out to the 4-H Center on the
corner of Cranbury and Fern roads in
East Brunswick. For more informa-
ton, contact the Middlesex County 4-
H office, (732) 745-3446. For direc-
tons to the 4-H Center, visit www.co.
middlesex.nj.us/extensionservices/

4hclubs.asp

Women'’s Club
Membership Meeting
October 6 "

Please join the Metuchen-Edison
Women'’s Club, an organization dedi-
cated to benefiting our communities

since 1961, for our monthly member- +* °

ship meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 6,
7:30 p.m., St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 17 Oak Ave. (on the corner
of Route 27) in Metuchen.

The meeting will include a high
fashion jewelry demonstration by Su:
san Lewis of Premier Designs. We will
also discuss upcoming projects. Light
refreshments will be served.

For info about club meetings and
membership, call Diana Degnan, VI,
mcmlwrship‘ (732) 548-0925.

e SR S A T

Women Aware

Fundraiser
October 9

Women Aware is holding a
fund raiser, an Amazing
Acappella Amalgamation Con-
cert at the Crossroads Theatre in
New Brunswick. The date of the
event is Oct. 9 at 8 p.m.

Performing will be Key of
Sher, Pieces of 8, Vox Bob,
Harmontryx and Mystery
Group.

Adults are $20 and seniors are
$15. Ticket cost and donations
are tax deductible.

To purchase tickets call (732)
249-4242 or Crossroads box of-
fice at (732) 246-7469. Mail do-
nations to: Women Aware, PO.
Box 7565, North Brunswick, NJ
08902.
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Borough Officers Recogmzed at Annual Ceremony

cveral South Plainfield Po-
lice Officers were recog-
nized at a special a cer
emony this past Labor Day
in the carly mnrnm& hours
prior to the kick off of the day’s events.

This year’s ceremonies were unique
for Police Chief Robert Merkler who
recently announced his retirement—it
will be the last time he will preside over
the ceremony.

Eighteen years ago, the South
Plainfield Police Department initiated
a program to recognize those officers
who maintained a perfect attendance
record for each year of service to the
Borough.

The following 17 officers were rec-
ognized for perfect attendance in
2003: Capt. John Ferraro, Capt.
George Albertocks, Lt. Michael Lane,
Lt. Michael Grennier, Sgt. Kevin
Murtagh, Sgt. Charles Siedenburg,
Sgt. James Parker, Det. Gary I\hm
Det. James Darby, Det. Wendell Born,
Ofticers Richard Rogers, Robert
Rogers, Daniel Noonan, Daryl
Strother, David Delair, Mark Bullock
and James McConville.

A

Borough police officers assemble for dress inspection.

Sgt. Peter Arancio, Officers Ray-
mond Jazikoff, Vincent Campagna,
John McConville, David Franchak,
Michael Hoppe and Mark Bullock
were awarded the Honorable Service
Medal for their actions—-On Dec. 22,
2003, atapproximately 7:30 p.m., Sgt.
Peter Arancio and Officers Raymond

John McConville salutes Police Chief Robert Merkler after receiving an

Honorable Service Medal.

Sqt. James Parker, Officers Wayne
Diana, Matthew Mahoney and
Shawun Clifford were awarded Excep-
tional Duty Medals for their ac-
tons,—On hbmlr\ , 2004, infor-
mation was received 1bnm a vehicle
being driven through South Plainfield,
pmslhl\ transporting a large quantity
of illegal drugs. Off. Matthew
Mahoney noticed the vehicle as it was
about to enter Rt. 287 and immedi-
ately imitiated a motor vehicle stop.
The vehicle was occupied by three
male suspects. Sgt. James Parker and
Officers Wayne Diana and Shaun
Clifford were nearby and quickly sup-
plied backup. Police noticed the sus-
pected narcotics in plain-view and re-
moved the suspects from the vehicle.
A search of one of the suspects re-
vealed that he was armed with a fully
loaded .357 magnum handgun, which
had been reported stolen out of North
Carolina. A search of a second suspect
revealed that he was armed with a fully
loaded .9mm handgun. A search of the
vehicle resulted in the seizure of four
kilos of cocaine.
the actions of these officers, a large
quantity of dangerous drugs and two
handguns were taken off the streets
and three suspects were arrested.

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
BRANCH MANAGER

Vil Nt

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494

As a direct result of

Jazikoff, Vincent Campagna, John
McConville, David Frankchak, Mich-
acl Hoppe and Mark Bullock re-
sponded to a third story apartment at

736 Lucy Ct. on a report of a bur-
glary in progress. They arrived and
were in the process of entering the
apartment in question when both sus-
pects vaulted from the balcony of the
apartment. In his attempt to elude the
officers, one of the suspects jumped
to the balcony of a second floor apart-
ment and gained entry in that apart-
ment. Officers quickly forced entry
into this apartment and took the sus-
pect into custody. The second suspect
jumped from the third story apartment
all the way to the ground and tried to
flee from the scene on foot. After a
brief chase, officers apprehended him

and took him into custody. Further
investigation revealed that a handgun
had been taken from the apartment.
This information was broadcast to
other police units. A search of parked
vehicles in the area was initiated and
the handgun in question was recov-
cred.

The fact that these officers acted as
a team with a single purpose, resulted
in the apprehension of two burglary
suspects and the recovery of pmugds
from the burglary ( hmdgun)

Officers John McConville and
Michael Hoppe are hereby awarded
Life Saving Commendations for
their actions.—On June 8, 2004, Of-
ficers John McConville and Michael
Hoppe responded to 621 Brennan Ct.
on a report of a natural gas leak in the
building. When they arrived, they im-
mediately entered the building in ques-
tion and began evacuation procedures.
When they entered the apartment
where the gas leak emanated, they en-
countered a resident who appeared to
be in the beginning stages of being
overcome by the gas and who resisted
their orders to evacuate. They re-
mained in the apartment and eventu-
ally forced this resident to evacuate to
safety. Despite the risks involved, these
officers took the necessary actions to
ensure the safety of residents of the
Borough.

Officer Wayne Diana was awarded
the Medal of Honor, §gt. Peter
Arancio, Officers Jolm Petriello and
Mark Bullock were awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal and $gt.
Charles Siedenbury is hereby awarded
an Honqrab]e Service Medal.-On
March 3,'2004, a phone call was re-
ceived at the South Plainfield Emer-
gency Communications Center from
a resident who just returned home and
discovered a suicide note written by
her adult son. Sgt. Peter Arancio, Of-
ficers Wayne Diana, John Petriello and

* Quick Results

* Ladies Only

* Low Monthly Dues

* 26 Stations

* Fast-Simple-Fun Fitness

* 30 Minute Complete Workout

Join the Fitness Center where
Real Women Get Real Resuits.

South Plainfield

Oak Tree Business Center

902 Oaktree Road

(908) 756-99 11

Wiww e sworkoutexpress.com
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Mark Bullock responded to investi-
gate. During a scarch of the home, the
distraught individual was confronted
in the basement of the home, holding
a rifle with his finger on the trigger
and the muzzle of the gun pointed at
the base of his chin. The officers im-
mediately took cover and began ne-
gotiating with the suspect. Because the
suspect was in a small room, police
personnel had no alternative but to
conduct the negotiation session in that
same room. Even though at times, it
looked like the suspect was either go-
ing to commit suicide or point his
weapon at rhc officers to initiate a “sui-
cide by cop” scenario, the officers re-
mained behind cover within the room,
despite the obvious risk to their own
safety. Siedenburg, who is a certified
hostage negotiator, arrived within

Finally, after a 90-minute ordeal, the
suspect voluntarily relinquished his
loaded weapon and was taken into
custody without incident. He was then
transported to a medical facility for
psychological evaluation. It should be
noted that Officer Wayne Diana had
known the suspect his entire life, had
a rapport with him and despite the
risk, conducted the face-to-face nego-
tiations with him. While this was oc
curring, Officers John
Mark Bullock provided cover in case

Petriello and

the suspect decided to direct his
weapon at any of the officers and Sgr.
Peter Arancio remained in the room
to supervise the operation.

As a direct result of the profession-
alism displayed by these officers and
their desire to have the scene come

to a peaceful u)ndusmn a poanml

Police Chief Robert Merkler addresses the honorees.

minutes and provided technical guid-
ance and tactical suggestions to the
officers during these tense moments.

tragic event was averted and a resi-
dent in distress received the help he

needed.

Thinking about it...
Give me a call.

REAL ESTATE

Buying? Selling?

Local, East Coast, West Coast, or Any State

Deal with Licensed Experienced People!!

* NO OBLIGATION -
WAYNE GRENNIER, REFERRAL SPECIALIST

Weichert

Referral Assoclates
CO. IC.

\ -
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KWIK

* Low/ No Down payment

* No Cost Refinancing
* FHA/ VA
* Consolidate your debt

906 Oak Tree Road,
Suite R,

South Plainfield, Nj 07080

Licensed Mortgage Broker-NJ and Conn. Dept. of Banking
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MORTGAGE

CORPORATION

Residential - Commercial

We don’t just quote you a lower rate
— we guarantee it!

~ First Time Home Buyers
* No Income No Asset Verification

* 100% financing * 10% down on Investment Properties

CREDIT NOT SO GOOD? NO PROBLEM!

Place Your Home Mortgage Needs in Experienced
Hands by Calling....

Rita or Ranti Parikh
908-769-5151

(HoME MORTGAGE CONSULTANTS)

LICENSED SALES REPRESENTATIVE NJ
OFFICE: 800-937-6777
RESIDENCE: 908-755-3138
E-mail: wgrennie(@ ix.netcom.com

1625 STATE ROUTE 10
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950
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APPLICATION
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)

**NOW HIRING*«

BILINGUAL LOAN
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From the Democrats

Butrico, Cerami and
Thomas Tout New Library

iDcmocraric Council members
i(fh.lrlic Butrico, Dennis Cerami
{and Kathy Thomas are enthusias-
! tic about the new library to be con-
structed on Plainfield Avenue.
Council member Kathy Thomas is coordinat-
ing the library construction on behalf of the
Mavor and Council. Kathy said, “I hope every-
one noticed that the old house on Plainfield
Avenue next to Unity Bank was demolished this
week. Therefore the library project is officially
underway. The borough now owns all of the
property between Conroy’s Funeral Home and
the bank, which will more than adequately ac-
commodate the two-story, 15,000-square-foot
library. We plan on putting up a building that
will assimilate with the neighborhood. There

have been outreach sessions with a variety of

groups within South Plainfield over the last sev-
eral months to get their input on the design and
functions of the new library. We will be selecting
an architect by the end of October. If all goes as
planned, there will be a groundbreaking cer-
emony sometime next fall. I couldn’t be more
excited for the residents of our borough. This
new facility will have almost double the space
for children’s activities, it will incorporate a com-
puter lab and training room with more public
access computers, a large meeting room, quiet
study areas and a technology center. We are even
planning a drive-up window and book drop oft.
In addition, we will keep our commitment to
the South Plainfield Historical Soctety to finally
provide a home for the historical artifacts and
memorabilia of South Plainfield. This will be an
outstanding facility.”

Council President Dennis Cerami comple-
mented Kathy Thomas for her work on the
project. “This is just another example of how
your Mayor and Council are always trying to
improve the quality of life in South Plainfield.
Kathy Thomas has only been a member of the

borough council for eight months and in that
short time she has ted together one of the most

complicated projects you could imagine. Tknow |

firsthand what an asset our library is. People from

other towns regularly mmplumnt our library
staff and the programs that are offered. This new
facility will make a terrific library even better.
Since I was first elected to the council nine years
ago, we have completed some incredible projects:
the 100 unit senior housing facility across from
Rilev School, the expansion of the PAL, improve-

ments to the C()ll‘lln\ll\il’}' P(X)L construction of

our state-of-the-art senior center, improvements |
to all of our parks, the permanent preservation |
of 130 acres of open space, lights and other im- |

provements at our baseball and soccer complexes,
the new skate park, the jogging trail at Putnam
Park and on and on and on. This new library
will be another jewel for our beautiful borough.”

Council member Charlie Butrico summed up
the Democrats’ thoughts. “We just didn’t say let’s
build a library. We reached out to all interested
groups throughout the borough to get their in-

put. Kathy Thomas and the library board vis- ‘

ited as many new libraries as possible to get dif-
ferent ideas and approaches. Most importantly,

they figured out how to pay for it without bust-
ing the borough budget. With the help of local |

Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan, a major portion |

of the estimated $3 million cost will be paid for |
with a state grant. In addition, a charitable foun- |

danon is being formed to help with fundraising.

Its really amazing what this Mayor and Council |

have been able to achieve while l\upmg munici-
pal property taxes flat five of the last seven years
and reducing the borough debt. I am honored
to be a part of this team and to be running with
Dennis Cerami and Kathy Thomas. You have
our commitment to continue to work as hard as
we can to keep South Plainfield a great town in
which to live and raise a family.”
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From the Rggublicans

GOP: “Lets Take Back So. Plainfield from
Democratic Abuse and Mismanagement”

Calling the current all-Democratic

\- administration’s mismanagement

and abuse a grave problem, Marge

Reedy, Ray Rusnak and Bob ]onu

this week g\pl.umd why they want

to bring back two-party government and stop
one-party control.

“We want to “Take Back South Plainfield,” ”
said Jones. “Ed Kubala was partly right last week
when he said Democrats used the same slogan
in ‘93. But he missed the point. The current ad-

2004 iy e

the same ills he

and his party

campaigned

against 10
ing nearly every promise they made.”

Reedy offered an example. “When the Demo-
crats ran for office they promised to end nepo-
tism, and they said neither they nor their family
members would take government jobs. At the
time, one Republican had ajob with the County.
Now, the Mayor and half the council are on the
public dole. That doesn’t even count the m: any
family members they’ve gotten jobs for.”

Thu also said thu were ‘committed to qt()p
pmg the good-old- b()\ patronage network,”
Jones added. “But now South Plainfield is one
of the leading pay-to-play towns in the state. Last
year the Democrat Party spent about $63,000.
Where did it come from? Much of it came from
people to whom they gave no-bid contracts (the
lawyers, engineers, appraisers, architects, etc.).
So much for ending patronage. As part of our
‘Blueprint for South Plainfield” we want to get
competitive quotes for these contracts. In addi-
tion to restoring some ethical integrity to the
contracting process, we'll save money for the
taxpayers.”

years
They’re break-

Q0
ago.

“The Democrats also campaigned on fiscal
responsibility and said they would not sell Bor-
ough-owned land,” said Rusnak. “But now
they’re selling oft borough land to prop up the
budget every time you turn around, and we’re
at a near-crisis level financially. They promised
last year to pave 11 roads but ran out of money
to complete them. They've cut the public works
department to the bone and slashed the bulk-
pickup program.”

The Democrats also promised open govern-
ment, but nothing could be further from the
truth, according to Jones. “Whatever happened
to Democracy Da\> They told us there would
always be 11)Lm(xru\ D.l\ if they were in con-
trol. Now, nobody ULIS to give input when the
town b()l TOWS IM( )nk'\.

Jones also wants to improve participation at
council meetings. “Nobody goes because they
are a waste of time. The council takes ten min-
utes to do business and then spends the rest of
the meeting doing a PR session where they pat
each other on the back and tell each other what
a ‘great’ job they’re doing. In all the time I've
attended council meetings, I've never seen a
single “no” vote. The council just does what the
mayor and the town attorney tell them. There’s
no discussion; they never listen to what the public
says.”

“Ray, Bob and I offer an alternative,” explained
Reedy. “By bringing back two-party g()\ ernment,
there will be some discussion. It won’t be one or
two people in a back room at a secret meeting
making all the decisions. And while we would
be the minority party, there would at least be
someone to watch out for the residents.”

In addition to bringing back two-party gov-
ernment, Reedy, Rusnak and Jones are especially
proud of their ideas to improve the town, in-
cluding their “Blueprint for South Plainfield.”

To see it voters can go to WWW.Spgop.com.

Ladies Workout Express Promotes Active Aging Week

The International Council on Ac-
tive Aging (ICAA), with the support
of the President’s Council on Physical
Fitness and Sports, will join forces
with Ladies Workout Express to bring
free fimess memberships, classes and
health information to older adults for
the second annual Active Aging Week
from Sept. 27 to Oct. 3. Millions of
older adults suffer from chronic illness
that can be prevented or improved
through regular exercise, yet more than

a third of adults over age 65 remain
inactive. This month, Ladies Workout
Express joins an alliance of wellness
organizations thar are setting out to
change that fact by reaching more than
one million senior citizens.

“As people get older, they’re fre-
quently told what they can’t ‘do. But
the truth is, you’re never too old to
become physically active,” says Scott

Breault, spokesman for Lady of

Register for Fall Soccer

The United Soccer Academy and
South Plainfield Soccer Club will again
be hosting the popular Soccer Squirts
programs. These development pro-
grams will run seven consecutive Sat-
urdays beginning Sept. 18 and end on
Oct. 30. All sessions will be held at
the Kenneth Ave. soccer fields, located
just before the South Plainfield recy-

cling center on the right.

Junior Squirts, ages 3, 4, 5 from
1:15 to 2:15 p.m. and 2:30 to 3:30
p.m. Senior Squirts, ages 6, 7, 8 from
2:30 to 3:30 p.m.

Fee for either program is $89. Regis-
ter in person Wed., Sept. 8, 7-9 p.m. at
the PAL, online at www.unitedsoc
ceracademy.com, or call (908) 823-0130.

MOVING THE END OF OCTOBER

(Fixtures Included)

The Painting Statio

2325 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield

-

still offering
Open sessions:

40-60%

off most items!

pirthday parties,

fundraisers:
C\\Oo\ / troop

D?o}ects & c1asses

Get Your Holiday
Painting Done Early—
Take advantage of the great deal! I

Call 908-757-4690 for more information.

America/Ladies Workout Express.
“Often, the physical frailty attributed
to aging results from under use, rather
than wear and tear. Our goal is to help

people understand the advantages of

regular exercise and provide fun and
simple ways for them to get active and
stay active.”

Apart from increasing energy,
strength and self-esteem, regular exer-
cise also helps to maintain mental ca-

pacity and aid in the management of

debilitating conditions such as arthri-
tis, high blood pressure, diabetes and
osteoporosis. For older adults in par-
ticular, this translates into increased
independence, with exercise helping to
increase strength and flexibility and
lower risk for disease.

According to the Dept. of Health
and Human Services Administration

on Aging, by 2030 the number of

older Americans is expected to double
from 35 million to 70 million, plac-
ing increased demand on the public
health system. Statistics also indicate
health care expenditures for people
aged 65 and older are currently qua-
druple those for 40-year-olds, and
those numbers are expected to rise. For
Josefina G. Carbonell, Assistant Sec-
retary for Aging, Active Aging Week
presents an opportunity to address
these challenges. Carbonell will meet
with 50 key ICAA members in Wash-
ington to kick off thg campaign.

“We’re hoping our efforts will con-
quer the health challenges associated
with inactivity and poor nutrition
among older Americaps,” Carbonell
says. “Active Aging Week allows us to
celebrate and recognize those people
who are unbnun;, a healthier lifestyle,
while (nummgm” health and fitness
pm essionals to continue to prov ide
even more opportunities to help older
adults become more active.”

For more information visit or call
Ladies Workout Express, 902 Oak
Tree Rd. (908) 756-9911.

The
House-Call
Doc

“We Come To You”

Phone: (908) 755-2289
Cell: (908) 581-3610
E-Mail: SoPlfdDoc@aol.com

iello

Chiropractic Center, P.C.

out of the loop!

Please send a student subscription of the Observer to:

STUDENT NAME
COLLEGE _
ADDRESS

YOUR NAME
CREDIT CARD NO

Send a check or money order for $18 for 36 issues (September-May) to:
South Plalnﬂeld Observer, 1110 Hamllton Blvd., Sulle 1B South Plalnfleld NJ 07080,

IS R Obse

Dr. Patrick M. Aiello, D.C.

Keep your kids in
touch with home
while they’re
away at college.

Even though your kids are
away, they'll still know what's
going on at home when you
send them a student
subscription to the Observer.

36 issues for $18
September
through May

[ o ]
uthPlaInﬂelu

rveyry
908-668-0010

your kids
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By Catherine Fryszczyn

All around the country, children are
beginning a new school year. Teach
ers are sending out their lists of re-
quired readings, and parents are be-
ginning to gather books. In some
cases, classics like “The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn,” “The Catcher in
the Rye” and “To Kill a Mocking
Bird,” may not be included in curricu-
lum or available in the school library
due to challenges made by parents or
administrators.

Since 1990, the American Library
Association’s (ALLA) Office for Intel-
lectual Freedom (OIF) has recorded
more than 7,800 book challenges, in-
cluding 458 in 2003. A challenge is a
formal, written complaint requesting
a book be removed from library
shelves or school curriculum. About
three out of four of all challenges are
to material in schools or school librar-
ies, and one 1n four are to material in
public libraries. OIF estimates that less
than one-quarter of challenges are re-
ported and recorded.

It is thanks to the commitment of
librarians, teachers, parents and stu-
dents that most challenges are unsuc-
cessful and books like “I Know Why
the Caged Bird Sings,” “Slaughter-
house Five,” the Harry Potter
series and Phyllis Reynolds Naylor’s
Alice series, which topped OIF’s most
challenged list in 2003 and ended the
four-year reign of J. K. Rowling’s
Harry Potter books, remain available.

The most challenged and/or re-
stricted reading materials have been
books for children. However, chal-
lenges are not simply an expression of
a point of view; on the contrary, they
;;c an attempt to remove materials

»m public use, thereby restricting the
access of others. Even if the motiva-
ton to ban or challenge a book 1s well
intentioned, the outcome is detrimen-
tal. Censorship denies our freedom as
individuals to choose and think for
ourselves. For children, decisions
about what books to read should be
made by the people who know them
best-their parents!

In support of the right to choose
books freely .t'pr ourselves, the ALA

From the South Plainfield Library

ookmarks

and South Plainfield Public Library are
sponsoring Banned Books Week
(Sept. 25-Oct. 2), an annual celebra-
tion of our right to access books with-
out censorship. This year’s observance
is themed “Elect to Read a Banned
Book,” and commemorates the most
basic freedom in a democratic society—
the freedom to read freely-and encour-
ages us not to take this freedom for
granted.

Since its inception in 1982, Banned
Books Week has reminded us that
while not every book is intended for
every reader, each of us has the right
to decide for ourselves what to read,
listen to or view. South Plainfield Pub-
lic Library and thousands of libraries
and bookstores across the country will
celebrate the freedom to read b'\-' par-
ticipating in special events, exhibits
and read-outs that showcase books
that have been banned or threatened.

Banned Books Week is sponsored
by The American Booksellers Associa-
tion, the American Booksellers Foun-
dation for Free Expression; the ALA;
the American Society of Journalists
and Authors; the Association of Amer-
ican Publishers; and the National As-
sociation of College Stores. (The Li-
brary of Congress Center for the Book
endorses the observance.)

American libraries are the corner-
stones of our democracy. Libraries are
for everyone, everywhere. Because li-
braries provide free access to a world
of information, they bring opportu-
nity to all people. Now, more than
ever, celebrate the freedom to read at
your library! Elect to read an old fa-
vorite or a new banned book this
week.

The following links deal with issues
relating to cither to Banned Books
Week or censorship in general; and are
highly recommended. hrttp://
www.ala.org/bbw; http://www.
englishjournal.colostate.edu/
censorship. htmhttp://online
books.library.upenn.edu/banned-

Sending in copy?
We have a new

\\5
\ new email address:

spobserver(@comcast.net

>
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for Women

Slim and Tone

30 Minute Workout for Women

10 Pounds — 6 weeks
| 5 Pounds — 3 months
45 Pounds — Less than | Year

Actual weight losses of
some of our members!

SLIM AND TONE-It just got easier!

20 Stations + BOSU Balls + Stability Balls

INDIVIDUALIZED FITNESS PLAN
Expanded Fall/Winter Hours

Never an initiation or sign-up fee!
(908) 769-0009

Clean and Friendly Setting
Caring, Concerned Staff

! 30-Minute Workout | ROSEMARY HOLT  NANCY PASTERNAK
' : Proprietor

2601 Hamilton Boulevard

(Between Home Depot & Durbam Ave.)

Co-Manager

\
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Milestones

Former Resident Captures State

Todd Lunna, formerly of South
Plainfield, and stepson Tom Bartell of
Colts Neck caprured the state chess
championship over Labor Day week
end at the Doubletree Hotel in Som-
erset by scoring five of six points.

At a meeting on Sept. 11, the New
Jersey State ( “hess Federation awarded
the titles of NJ State Chess Co-Cham-
pions. The win marked the-first state
championship title for both players.
Lunna and Bartell both drew former
state chess champion International
Master Dean Ippolito. Lunna placed
23 in the country in the 1996 Grand
Prix, a year-long competition. Bartell
won the U.S. Amateur East title in

2000 and the Denker Tournament of

Champions in 2001.

Bartell will represent NJ in an online
competition against all the other state
chess champions. Bartell scored bet-
ter tic breaks in the New Jersey Open
to carn this opportunity.

Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Everitt Horner
Grzan and

Horner are Wed

Stephanie Irene Grzan, daughter of
Rose and Anthony Grzan of South
Plainfield, was married to Wayne
Everitt Horner, son of Sally and
Charles Homner of Stockton, on May
2%,

The Rev. John Alvarado officiated
at the ceremony held in Sacred Heart
Church in South Plainfield and a re-
ception followed at the Primavera Re-
gency in Surling.

The bride’ graduated from Bishop
Ahr High Se¢hool, Edison and from
Katherine Gibbs School in Piscataway.
She is a customer service representa-
tive with Oticon, Inc. in Somerset.

The bridegropm graduated from
South Huntcrd}m High School in
Lambertville and attended Penn State
University in University Park. He is a
network administrator with Oticon,
Inc., in Somerset. .

The couple reside in Franklin Park.
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Chess champions Todd unna (left) ad Tom BaeN

Municipal Clerk Honored by
International Association

Vincent Buttiglieri, CMC, Munici-
pal Clerk of the Borough of South
Plainfield, has been awarded the pres-
tigious designation of “Certified Mu-
nicipal Clerk” (€MC) from the Inter-
national Insttute of Municipal Clerks
(IMC) for achieving its high educa-
tion, experience and service require-
ments.

Burtiglieri, who has been employed
with the Borough of South Plainfield
since March 2001, attained his desig-
nation as Certified Municipal Clerk
through the combination of attend-
ing the IIMC-approved Municipal
Clerks Institute and completion of the
cducational requirements needed for
the State of New Jersey Registered
Municipal Clerk designation. Both
programs are conducted by the Cen-
ter for Government Services, Rutgers
~The State University of New Jersey.
He holds a Bachelor of Saence De-
gree from Seton Hall University. He
has attended courses and seminars
sponsored by the Municipal Clerks
Association of New Jersey and has
completed other courses, seminars and
conferences relating to local govern-
ment.

Active in professional affiliations, he
is a member of the International In-
sttute of Municipal Clerks and Mu-
nicipal Clerks Association of New Jer-
sey.

Buttiglieri has been a member of the
International Institute of Municipal
Clerks since July 2001. He joins 136
active municipal clerks from the State
of New Jersey who currently hold the
designation of “Certified Municipal
Clerk.”

The unique Certificaton Program

LaSalvia-Seliga Becomes English Professor

Maria La Salvia-Seliga was recently
named to the faculty of Assumption
College as a professor of English,
teaching composition, public speaking
and research writing. Assumption
College, located on a pastoral campus
in Mendham, is a private, Catholic in-
stitution offering degrees in liberal arts
and theology.

In 2000, she had retired as an En-
glish teacher from the South Plainfield

Middle School after 30 years of ser-
vice. During the past four years, La
Salvia-Seliga was a staff development
specialist for both Middlesex County’s
and Mercer County’s Educational
Technology Training Centers, divi-
sions of the New Jersey State Depart-

‘ment of Education.

During her career in public educa-
tion, Maria served as the president of
(See page 14 for more Milestones)

Our Lady Of Czestochowa
R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainficld

MASS SCHEDULE
Daily at Sam except Wednesdays
(908) 756-1333

lr Reqular Weekend Schedule:

Saturday evenings 5:30pm
1S 5.

Sunday mormings 8am and nam
<

of the IIMC was launched in 1970,
climaxing a decade of planning. The
program aids municipal clerks and
deputy clerks in improving job per-
formance and recognizes the profes-
sionalization of the Municipal Clerk’s
office. Completion of a recognized
career development institute or a bac-
calaureate degree in public adminis-
tration or related field, responsible
experience in local government and
participation in conferences, meetings
and educational seminars are required
to earn this prestigious Certified Mu-
nicipal Clerk designaton. Qualifica-
tions of applicants are reviewed and
approved by the IIMC Program and
Review Committee.

Kimberly Catherine Janus and
Joseph Anthony Damiano

Janus, Damiano
Announce
Engagement

- Diane and Ronald Janus of South
Plainfield have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Kimberly
Catherine Janus, to Joseph Anthony
Damiano of Morristown, son of Rose-
anne and Salvatore Damiano of Staten
Island, New York.

The future bride is a Senior Tax
Accountant with [.H. Cohn, LLP. She
graduated from Fairleigh Dickinson
University, Madison, with a Bachelor
of Science degree and a Master of Sci-
ence degree, both in accounting.

Her fiancé is a Certified Public Ac-
countant and partner with Sax; Macy,
Fromm & Co., PC. He graduated
from lona College; New Rochelle, NY,
with a Bachelor of Business Adminis-
tration degree in Accounting.

An August 2005 wedding is being

planned.
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Eugene P. Bataille

Eugene “Gene” P
Bataille, St.

Eugene “Gene™ P Bataille, Sr., died
on Saturday, Sept. 18 at the JFK Ha-
ven Hospice in Edison, following a
long illness.

Born in Orange, he grew up in
Springfield and for a brief time, he
lived in Garwood before moving to
South Plainfield over 40 vears ago.

His career with ]ohnson &
Johnson’s Ethicon Division in
Somerville spanned over 35 vears,
beginning as a tool and dye maker.
He was a founder and 30-year mem-
ber of Ethicon’s Fire Brigade, even-
tually being appointed chief of the
brigade. His later career duties with
Ethicon changed as he developed fire
safety practices at the facility. Dur-
ing the last few years of his tenure
with Johnson & Johnson, Gene be-
came the Fire Safety Coordinator for
all of Johnson & Johnson’s facilities
in the region. He retired 11 vears
ago.

During the Korean War, he served
in the US Marine Corps and was a
member of the National American
Legion Post 1000. He had formerly
been a member and was past presi-
dent of the Pop WarnerEagles Foot-
ball program in South Plainfield and
he also had bowled in the Fire Dept.
league at Edison Lanes.

He was also a member of the BPO
Elks Lodge 2298 in South Plainfield
and had served for many vears as the
chairman of the Handicapped
Childrer’s Committee.

Gene was a member of the So.
PIfd. Vol. Fire Dept. since 1963 and
had served as the Fire Dept.’s presi-

dent from 1972 through 1975. He
was a Life Member of tlu So. Plfd.
Exempt Firemen's Assoc. and had
served as president from 1980
through 1982. He was also a Life
\kml\u of the NJ State Firemen’s
Assoc. He also had served as a Com-
missioner of the Industry Division
of the NJ Fire Safety Regulatory
Commission and he had been a
member of the NJ State Industrial
Fire Chief’s Association.

After his renirement, Gene loved
following his two grandsons’ vari-
ous sports events. He helped the
teams and their coaches whenever
and wherever iic could.

He was predeceased by a sister,
Ruth Kolb and by two brothers, Gil-
bert and Joseph.

Surviving are his wife of 52 years,
Julia B. (McCaskill) Baraille; a son
and daughter-in-law; Eugene P. and
Michele Baraille, Jr.; a sister, Virginia

O’Brien; a brother, Jame Bataille of

Whiting and by two grandsons, Ja-
son and James Bataille, all of South
Plainfield.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations in his name to The Haven
Hospice at JEK Medical Center, 65
James St., Edison, NJ 08818 would
be appreciated.

Ralph Bove, 79

Ralph Bove died on Friday, Sept.
17.

He was born in Newark. He lived
in South Plainfield untl moving to
Lady Lake, Fla. in 1992.

Ralph was a retired custodian for
the Borough of South Plainfield.

He was a parishioner of St. Timo-
thy Catholic Church in Lady Lake,
Fla. Ralph was also a member of the
National Rifle Association.

He is survived by his wife, Anna
Bove of Lady Lake, Fla.; a daugh-
ter, Maria Perry of South Plainfield;
two sisters, Mary Coppola and
Maggie Bove, both of Woodbridge;
four grandchildren and one great
grandchild.

A Mass of Christian Burial for
Ralph was held at on Thursday, Sept.
23 at St. Timothy Catholic Church,
Lady Lake, Fla. with Father Gerard
Cunningham, Celebrant.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to Edmondite Missions,

ITIS FAR EASIER FOR YOUR

FAMILY IF YOU PLAN AHEAD

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains

Visit Our New Cremorial Gardens

An Area Featuring Bronze Cremorial Niches,
Cremorial Benches, and In-Ground Burial

908.756.1729

Non-Profit, Non-Sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.com

Criskin

(908) 561-8000

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Mgr.
WILLIAM C. McCRISKIN N.J. Lic. No. 3382
JAMES A. GUSTAFSON N.J. Lic. No. 4205

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN I

PRE ARRANGEMENTS SSI/MEDICAID PROTECTION CREMATION SERVICES
2425 Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

N.J. Lic. No. 3147

N.J. Lic. No. 4564

1428 Broad St., Selma, AL 36701.

Ann M. (Maletz)
Stavish, 89

Ann M. (Maletz) Stavish died on
Friday, \pr 17 at Somerset Medical
Center in Somerville.

The daughter of Stanley and Mary
(Weich) Maletz, she was born and
raised in Bound Brook. Ann moved
to Scotch Plains in 1947 where she
raised her famuly of seven children. In
1984, she moved to Toms River and
resided there until entering the Avalon
Assisted Living Center in Bridge-
water in February of 2003.

Mrs. Stavish was a former long
tme parishioner of St. Bartholomew
RC Church in Scotch Plains.

A homemaker, Ann enjoyed her
large family and as it grew, she was
especially fond of her grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

Her husband, Thomas Stavish,
died in 1988 and a son, John Stavish,
died in 2002. She was also prede-
ceased bv a sister, Jean Colaillo and
by two brothcrs Henry and Stanley
Maletz.

Surviving are five daughters and
sons-in-law, Helen and Paul
Scavuzzo of Toms River, Kathryn
and Joseph Santoro of South
Plainfield, Mary Ann and the late
William H. Gazi of Middlesex, Joan
Stavish of New Providence and Mar-
garet and the late A. Michael Franco
of Hillsborough; a son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Thomas and Veronica
Stavish of Mendon, Mass.; a sister,
Helen Gessner of Middlesex; a
brother, Francis Maletz of Bridge-
water and by her 15 grandchildren
and 11 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Robert Skerlanitz, 65

Robert Skerlanitz died on Satur-
day, Sept. 18 in his home.

Born in Plainfield, he resided in
South Plainfield before moving to
Piscataway in 1965.

Bob was the owner of the Circle
Café in Paterson for 20 years before
retiring in 1998.

He was an avid fisherman and
hunter.

Surviving are his wife, Joyce E.
(Colburn) Skerlanitz; two sons and
daughters-in-law, Brian and Karen
Skerlanitz of Basking Ridge and
Douglas and Nancy Skerlanitz of
Old Bridge; a brother, James
Skerlanitz of Newport, North Caro-
lina and four grandchildren, Amber,
Teal, Frankic and Hunter.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Memorial contributions in his
memory may be made to Haven
Hospice at JFK Medical Center, 65
James St., Edison, NJ 08818.

HUGE GARAGE SALE
715 Sampton Ave.

Saturday, Sept. 25
9 am-77

Great Prices—Lots of new & like
new items. Fun for the kids too-Rids
can ‘battle’ with a knight or pirate!

Home Demolished to Make
Way for New Library

Members of the South Plainfield Borough Council and the Public
Library attended the demolition of a home next to Unity Bank on
Plainfield Ave. to make way for the future site of the new library.
Architects will begin drawing up plans shortly and the public is
encouraged to offer input as to what they would like to see done
with the new facility. Pictured left to right are Councilmen Charlie
Butrico, Bob Cusick, Mayor Dan Gallager, Library Board of Directors
President Eric Aronowitz, Councilwoman Kathy Thomas, Library
Director Sunny Randolph, Board of Directors Secretary Virginia Popik
and Vice President and Trustee Barbara Ware.

Want a JVew Look 4

Stop in Carousel Hair Salon for an appointment.
We're always happy to see you!

307 Oak Tree Ave. 908-668-8397 -
Weds-Fri 8am-4 pm Sat 6:45 am-3pm, Closed Sun-Tues

LEGAL NOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

RESOLUTION TO AMEND BUDGET
WHEREAS, the State Fiscal Year 2005 Budget was approved on the 9" day of August, 2004, and
WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as advertised, and
WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of South Plainfield, County of
Middlesex, that the following amendments to the approved State Fiscal Year 2005 Budget be made:

Ayes Nays Abstained

Recorded Vote

( (
( (
( ( (
( (
(Insert last names) ( (

(
(
( (
(

SWIMMING POOL UTILITY FUND BUDGET

From To
Appropriations
Operating
Other Expenses 71,066.98 69,566.98
Deferred Charges:
Emergency Authorizations 5,000.00 6,500.00

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that two (2) certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the
Director of the Division of Local Government Services for certification of the State Fiscal Year 2005 budget so
amended

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this complete amendment, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A
40A:4-9, be published in the Observer in the issue of September 24, 2004, and that said publication contain
notice of public hearing on said amendment to be held at Borough Hall on October 4, 2004 at 8:00 p.m

It is hereby certified that this is a true copy of a resolution amending the budget, adopted by the governing
body on the 21* day of September, 2004

Certified by me

Vincent Buttiglieri, Municipal Clerk
September 21, 2004

$1156.50 September 24, 2004
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previous year. Start paying attention
to the retainer for services with no
work done to show for it, such as the
“for the health and safety™ parking lot
improvements which were approved
by the voters to the tune of $900,000
over a year ago. WHERE IS THAT
MONEY? How about the referen-
dum monies, which were earmarked
to supply this district with a fiber optic
connection? WHERE IS THAT
MONEY? When you start noticing
maintenance and grounds problems
do not blame Sodexho, remember
they reduced their budget signifi-
cantly and are asking them to do more
with less, a lot less! The contracted
services always paid on a yearly basis
are now being pcrformcd and paid
on a month-by-month basis. That
makes one wonder how long will it
be until the district’s system is in such
disrepair that the good people of the
district will never again enjoy the first
class facilities we were always so
proud.

I am s0 sorry to say I told you so,
because I have children in our schools
too. BUT I TOLD YOU SO!

DAWN JEFFERYS

Dear Editor,

P'm writing this letter in hopes that
at least one person will pick up on
what I have to say. A little common
courtesy in our town would be nice.
I live off Park Ave. and quite often go
for walks/bike rides with my children
and dog. It sometimes takes us 10
minutes to cross Park Ave., but it’s
not just Park Ave. I's Maple Ave.,
Oak Tree Rd., etc. When I’'m driving
and if I see an adult or child trying to
cross the roadway I immediately yield
to the pedestrian, whether they are at
a walkway or not. Are we all that
much in a rush that we cannot take
one minute out of our time to stop
so someone can safely cross the road
or are we that inconsiderate? So,
please, the next time you're driving
and see someone trying to cross, take
the time and stop.

LORI PRAUL

Dear Editor,

I don’t have time. I have to work
late. Can’t find a babysitter. It doesn’t
matter if T do or not... these are just a
few of the excuses made on why
someone doesn’t exercise their right
to vote. Of all these reasons, the one
that distresses me the most is the last
one-“It doesn’t matter.”

If the founding fathers had said, “it
doesn’t matter” over two-hundred
years ago, the United States would
never have been born. Voting is the
most sacred right that an American
citizen is endowed with. It enables an
individual to initiate change. And it
is sad that more people do not execute
this right. Freedom does not come
casy. And it also does not come with-
out sacrifice. For hundreds of years,
both men and women have given the
ultimate sacrifice to secure the rights
that many of us take for gmnttd Vot-
ing is one of these rights. And in my
opinion, if a person does not use this
right which has been entrusted to
them as an American, then that per-
son should not have any reason to
complain when our elected officials
enact a policy that they disagree with.

Voting is not just a right. As citi-
zens of the United States of America,
it is our responsibility to use our vote
to initiate change. This is the only way
that change can and will h.lppu) ]
am a registered Republican, but my
letter is not being written as one. It
was written as an American! Voting
s too important a subject to have any
type of partisanships associated with
it. If you decide to vote your party’s
entire line or split your vote, just vote.

It’s that important!

From now until Election Day, I am
asking you to please join me by ques-
tioning our elected officials. Hold
them accountable for their actions.
Ask them why they put into place the
policies they do. Also, ask the candi-
dates seeking election into those of-
fices what they would do differently.
And why they deserve our vote. As I
have said before, it is not just a right.
It is a responsibility. AND I'T DOES
MATTER.

DAVID J. GUOTH

To the Editor,
Here we go again! The silly season

_is in full swing. The Democrats are

accusing the Republican party of all
the problems that the town is cur-
rently facing. Were the Republicans
in charge when the Traditions, the
Durham Ave. apartments and the
Pomponio apartments were buile? I
don’t think so. There had been a sewer
moratorium in place 10 years ago,
prohibiting any new building in town
at that time. Are the Republicans re-
sponsible for building current homes
on postage stamp size lots? I don’t
think so. The Mayor and Council set
the zoning laws and the lot size re-
quirements for all building being
done in town.

To attack one of our candidates,
Bob Jones, of being responsible for
all the building going on in town is
ridiculous. And as far as the sewer
monies being transferred to the cur-
rent budget — just go to the Borough
Clerk’s office and ask for a copy of
past years” budgets. You can see for
yourself where monies were trans-
ferred from one account to another.

Another arca where we are being
accused of something that is entirely
false is the supposed attack on Vinnie
Buttiglieri — the Borough Clerk. In
our opinion, Vinnie is doing a won-
derful job as Borough Clerk. We have
no issue with him. Our issue is with
another position that was created that
he was given in addition to his regu-
lar duties. We don’t feel the position
itself is necessary. We are not in “slash
and burn mode” as Mr. Petronko
stated in his letter this week.

In Mr. Kubala’s letter, he accuses
the current candidates of borrowing
$20 million in one year, not repair-
ing roads, etc. We were not the ones
involved all those years ago. We are
different people from the ones that
were on the council way back when.
We are not the ones that laughed at
you Ed, or Jim Vokral regarding your
ideas when yOu ran years ago. Agam
he attacks Bob Jones. Bob was in law
school and didn’t live in town during
most of the Republican administra-
tion from the last time. He was not a
leader of policies that led to fiscal ir-
responsibility and over development.
Maybe both you and Mr. Petronko
and Mr. Butrico should do more
homework before you start accusing
the three of us for issues that we were
nota party to during the previous Re-
publican administration here in South
Plainfield. And with all the issues that
are facing South Plainfield, you are
all making up stories? Get real!

I encourage all voters to educate
themselves in this year’s election.
Don’t believe u’cr\Thlng you may
read in the papers. We have asked for
a debate again this year; however the
Democrats are not in agreement with
any date given to them. I propose that
we are available any date from here
until the election to openly debate
them. Name the place and time ~ we
will be there.

[ also encourage all residents to get
registered to vote this year. You have
until October 3 to register to vote for
this election vear.

MARJORIE M. REEDY

To the Editor,

It been a while since the last up-
date on Helen Street and I wanted to
update everyone on the current sta-
tus. The Jast six months have seen a
number of issues arise with the
project. Back in February, a public
meeting was held so that anyone who
had issues with the project could
come forward and speak. Unfortu-
nately, a few environmental groups
raised concerns about the environ-
mental impact of extending Helen
Street through the Dismal Swamp. In
addition, a number of government
agencies had issues with putting a
road on the fringe of the swamp. For
those who don’t know, the Dismal
Swamp is a Federally Protected wet-
land and any project that impacts it
in any way must go through exten-
sive review by both Federal and State
agencies. These agencies include
USEPA, NJEPA, Fish & Wildlife,
NJDOT, NJDEP, NJTPA and FWA
just to name a few. Through the sum-
mer, I attended a number of meet-
ings and telephone conference calls
to keep focus on the project and to
answer the agencies’ concerns. I con-
veyed to them the traffic issues faced
by the residents on the South Side as
well as the safety concerns of our chil-
dren. The good news is that at our
last meeting in August, the dozen or
so agencies that attended all felt our
plan to extend Helen Street offered
the least impact to the Dismal Swamp
while offering the relief South
Plainfield needed from truck traffic.
They agreed that a full Environment
Impact Statement (EIS) would not
be needed which could have taken an
additional one to three years to com-
plete. Based on the feedback we have
received, I am confident that the En-
vironmental Assessment document
that we have been working so hard
to complete will be approved some-
time before the end of the vear. Once
we have the Environmental Assess-
ment completed, we can begin the
process of getting the roadway de-
signed. I will continue to keep you

_up-to-date as the project progresses.

CHARLIE BUTRICO
COUNCILMAN

Ta the Editor:
is vear the choice for Borough

Coundil is easy- Marge Reedy, Ray
Rusnak and Bob Jones are w orkmg
hard to bring back two-party govern-
ment to South Plainfield. They are
pcoplabt integrity and they have great
ideas how to improve our town.

Marge knows this town and has the
good judgment to make hard choices.
Her running mate brings something
clse to the table, a business back-
ground our borough government is
sorely lacking. Bob was raised in town
and has a perfect background for be-
ing on the council.

Please join me in voting for Margc
Reedy, Ray Rusnak and Bob Jones in
November.

ANITA HOGAN
Dear Editor, s
Lastweek’s paper contained lots of

accusations by the Democrats. If these

people stuck to the facts instead of

engaging in outright falsehoods and
trickery, maybe they’d have some
L['Ldlblllt\ left. In fact, maybe they
wouldn’t have to ()ut\pmd their op-
ponents seven to one in an attempt
to buy reelection rather than earn it.
I'd like to comment on what they
wrote. Let’s look at the facts:
Cerami, Butrico and Thomas
raised the sewer tax 25% in one year
alone. And contrary to what Charles
Butrico said last week, the Democrats
have indeed been taking money from
the sewer budget and putting it into

the regular budget. Thus, the sewer-
tax increase is really a municipal-tax
increase in disguise.

One only need look at last year’s
budget to see this. Last year $330,000
from the prior year’s sewer budget
was used in the regular budget. That

_was just one year. If the council had

saved that money (especially when it
knew it had a muld-million-dollar
dispute with our processor that it was
hiding from the public) there would
be no need for a sewer-tax increase
for residents.

It’s laughable that Butrico is blam-
ing an administration from 10 years
ago for the tax increase. Wake up! It’s
2004. You and your buddies have
been in charge for a decade. It’s your
fiscal mismanagement, not someone
else’s.

Another fact: The Democrats are
not running a pay-as-you-go govern-
ment. They’re leasing, borrowing and
selling land to prop up the budget.

There is no pay-as-you-go govern-
ment. It’s more like a payoff-as-you-
go government. Every builder who
wants to do a major project figures
out they have to contribute to the
Democratic Party first. If you don’t
believe me, sunplv look at the cam-
paign finance reports on the Internet.
Am I supposed to believe it’s a coin-
cidence that these big-time develop-
ers are giving money to the Demo-
crats cither right before or right after
they have a major building applica-
tion?

And let’s not forget who promised
us Helen Street and is now nine years
behind schedule. That’s another fact.

Speaking of promises, what about
when the Democrats promised they
wouldn’t enrich themselves or their
families if elected? What about their
promise to not engage in nepotism?

Here’s a direct quote from the
newspaper The Reporter: “Neither we
nor any member of our families will
ever profit directly or indirectly from
our position of councilman.”

Did they live up to their promise?

Nell, James Vokral, one of the people
quoted, vacated his council seat to
take an executive job with the county.
Dennis Cerami is now working for
the county and got his son a job work-
ing for the town over the summer (as
did another councilman). Cerami al-
legedly tried to get his wife a job too,
bur that fell through and the town is
being sued because of his antics.

The mayor is now working for the
Turnpike Authority and his son has a
job with the county. Another coun-
cilman, Bob Cusick, just got a big
promotion from the countyv. Ray
Petronko works for the state.

And let’s not overlook the Bor-
ough Attorney/Democratic Chair-
man/Assemblyman/Helmetta Bor-
ough Attorney: Besides the many con-
flicting positions he holds, his family
members work for the County and
who knows where else.

These people have gall. What hap-
pened to the promise of not enrich-
ing themselves and their families?

If the Democrats want to talk
abourt 10 years ago, let’s talk about
what THEY said 10 vears ago. They
promised open government; we got
secret meetings. They promised ethi-
cal reform; we got pay-to-play. They
promised traffic relief; we got gray
hair waiting.

It boils down to this. When we
vote we can either believe the sugar-
coated dribble the Dems are pander-
ing, or we can look at facts. 'l stick
with the facts.

JAKE CATALDO

Dear Editor:

Ive never written a letter to the edi-
tor before, and I never thought I
would, even though I knew my

brother, Bob Jones, would be running
for Borough Council. When Bob told
me he was running I knew I’'d be read-
ing things in the paper I wouldn’t like.
Unfortunately, that’s the nature of
politics.

Despite knowing this, I didn’t ex-
pect two elected officials, Charles
Butrico and Edward Kubala, to make
things up about him. They apparently
didn’t care whether their letters were
factual or fictional. Some of the things
those two said were pretty funny.
What’s sad, however, is that if they
made up facts about my brother, I can
only imagine how untrue the rest of
their letters are. Let me set the record
straight.

First, my brother had no part,
much less an “integral” part, in the
Woskey administration or any other
administration, unless you count de-
livering campaign flyers door-to-door
in the mid-1980s. Later, when
Woskey was mayor, Bob was attend-
ing law school at night and working
full time during the day. I guess
Kubala and Butrico think he was run-
ning the town between 6 and 9 p.m.
on Fridays, since he studied on week-
ends.

Second, Bob was not on the Land
Management Commission for a “de-
cade,” that is, unless the Democrats
think a vear and a half is a decade. In
fact, during the decade mudslinger
Kubala refers to, Bob wasn’t even liv-
ing in town much of the time because
of school and work.

I asked my brother about his short
stint on the Land Management Com-
mission (more than 15 years ago) and
he told me that a Democratic chair-
man ran things. He also explained
that the committee had no power. It
was advisory only.

I've heard some tall tales before, but
for a 10-year-old, all-Democratic ad-
ministration to blame someone else
for its fiscal foul-ups and for its failed
land-use policies boggies my mind.

Also, just for the record, I want to
get some facts straight ahead of dme.
Bob was in grammar school during
Vietnam, so please Mr. Kubala, don’t
write any letters challenging whether
he fulfilled his service in the Natonal
Guard. You've gotten things so wrong
already, who knows what vou'll say
next. You've lost all credibility and it’s
best if you keep quiet from now on.

GREGG JONES

To the Editor,

The State of New Jersey has finally
admitred that some of the toll plazas
on the Garden State Parkway should
come down. Last week, the north-
bound Raritan toll plaza and the
southbound Asbury toll plaza were
deactivated. Drivers must now pay 70
cents, which is double the normal toll
amount, when traveling southbound
at the Raritan toll plaza and north-
bound at the Asbury toll plaza The
same arrangement will be put in plaae
at the Union toll plaza next spring.
In addition, the exit toll at Exit 105
in Tinton Falls will be eliminated and
the entrance toll will be doubled.

Any plan that removes toll plazas
is an improvement, but this plan does
not meet the goal of removing all of
the toll plazas to enhance safety and
better move traffic on the Parkway.
We don't need to commission a study
to know that the toll barriers cause
tremendous traffic congestion and
extremely dangerous traffic patterns.
Every driver has experienced the
chaos of attempting to idenafy the
correct lane to drive in for either ex-
act change or E-Z Pass. How many
hours are wasted by those commut-
ing to the shore in the summer or
going to work every day because of
traffic congestion at the toll plazas?

(Continued on page 16)



.12.

- Your *1 Source for Local News - South Plainfield Observer -

Win a Mercedes in the Junior Baseball Club Raffle!

Junior Baseball Commissioner Lee Flanagan promotes the club’s raffle
which will take place September 2005.

On Sept. 11, the South Plainfield
Junior Baseball Club launched a raffle
that will run through September
2005.

Prizes include a brand new Merced-
es-Benz C-Class, a trip for two worth
$2.000, a 36" flat screen TV and a set
of golf irons. The car will be available
to be seen in March at tryouts at the
PAL, on Opening Day, at the Memo-

rial Day Tournament and on All-Star |

Sunday at the baseball field.

| school level.

Tickets, §1()()\ are on sale now un- | summer PF()L’,T&U“ for &

til September 2005. Only 500 tickets |

will be sold. Please help support the
Baseball Club. Proceeds go to our chil-
dren. If you are interested in buying a
ticket, contact Nancy Salici, (908)
754-2090 or any board member.

Calling All Student Writers!

Observer and Hometown Heros Resume Junior Journalist Writing Contest

The South Plainfield Observer and
Hometown Heros will once again co-
sponsor “The Junior Journalist Cor-
ner.” Last year’s writing program was
very succcsstul the ()bcmw published
more than 20 essays, poems and sto-
ries by students throughout the dis-
trict. The program encouraged stu-
dents to write and then rewarded writ-
ers for their efforts.

At the end of the vear, the winners
and their families were recognized at
a banquet courtesy of Hometown
Heros. The smiles of the students and
their proud parents were all of the en-
couragement needed to repeat the pro-
gram again this school vear.

The rules are the same as last year:

| nghts of Columbus Mum Sale 1

The Knights of Columbus will sell mums again
this weekend, Sept. 25 and 26, at the South Plainfield
Rescue Squad. Mums are 3/$10 or 1/84. Come pick
up some beautiful fall flowers and support the

Knights.

Students should submit their original
poetry, article, opinion piece or essay
to their English teachers.

School teachers have agreed to help
with and to submit thc students’
original works to Hometown Heros
and the Observer. After judging stu-
dents’ works, a winner will be se-
lected, and his or her article will be
published in the Observer each week
along with a byline. Watch upcom-
ing issues for winners and published
works.

Students whose articles are selected
will win a catered dinner for their
families from Hometown Heros,
which will be delivered to their
homes.

TAX RETURNS PREPARED ¢ WILLS, CLOSINGS
INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS ¢ PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

300 MAPLE AVE.
SOUTH PLAINFIELD

(908) 754-8008

445 Plainficld Ave.,
N. Edison

732-549-4178

Looking for a
Church Home??

Come Visit Ours...

Park Avenue

Stop by for our
Jesus Cafe at
11:15 on Sunday
Oak Tree
Presbyterian Church

O
:27
S
N
&

Plainfield Road

ke

7/

‘ “Just a stone’s throw ff()m South Plainfield”
Jéém

_

At the end of the school year, win-
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Sports

Varsity Girls Tennis Preview

By Tim Morgan

Tennis is one of the few
sports in South Plainfield
that is not greatly exposed
to kids before the high
There is a

youths up to age nine, and
that is it. Beyond that, if

you're interested in the
sport, you're left to seek it

| out on your own outside the town or

school programs. This is something
that hurts the high school program,

| because it does not prov ide prospec-
| tive members with experience or raise
| the sport’s appeal to potential players.

ning students and their parents will |

be treated to a banquet and each will

receive a certificate of achievement |

for their journalistic efforts.

All students are encouraged to
submit their essays, poems, opinion
pieces or articles to their teachers.
Every school has been notified about
the rules on submissions.

For more information on the con-
test, or if vou would like the name of
your school contact, call the Observer
at (908) 668-0010, or stop by Home-
town Heros, located at 340 Hamilton
Blvd. or call them at (908) 755-4376.

Edison Art
Society Offering
Adnlt Art Classes

Considering this, the South Plain-
field High School Varsity Girls’ Ten-
nis team has fared pretty well in its
recent history. In 2001, they went
froma 500 record to becoming White

| Division Champions. They ted for

The Edison Arts Society is pleased |

to announce the offering of its day-
time Adult Art Classes for Fall 2004.
Classes include Botanical Watercolor
Techniques, Basic Realistic Drawing
and Oil Painting 101. Location varies
based on course selection.

Botanical Warercolor Techniques by

_ fine artist and natural science illustra-

second the following vear, but then
they lost a lot of thur pla} ers. Despite
their inexperience, the girls still man-
aged to pull a respectable 12-8 record
last year.

Thus far, this year has been a prob-
lem with numbers. Although the
Lady Tigers have four returning Var-
sity letterwinners instead of one with
last year’s squad, the rest are all fresh-
men NEwCcomers.

One thing that can be arttributed
to this is the same problem that the
girls’ cross country team faces, the
ovcrwhclming popularity of compet-
ing fall sports (as well as the addi-
tion of a new one—“girls” volleyball).
This 1s not to say that the girls par-
ticipating in these sports would defi-
nitely turn over to tennis if the girls’

| fall sports were more limited, but it

tor Linda Trella will begin the week |
of Oct. 7 on Thursdays from 10 a.m. |

to 1 p.m. and continue for a six-week
period through Nov. 18 (no class on
Veteran’s Day), meeting at the Edison
Main Branch Library on Plainfield Rd.
The cost for this course is $140.

Artist Ray Skibinski will offer Ba-
sic Realistic Drawing on Tuesdays
from noon-2:30 p.m. for a six-week
period starting Oct. 5 through Nov.
23 (no class on Election Day) at the
North Edison Branch Library on
Grove Ave. The cost for this class is
$120.

Oil Painting 101 is being offered by
fine artist Cathy Zoeller with classes
starting on Oct. 6 every Wednesday
from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for a seven-
week long period at our beautiful
Woodland Ave. office location in
Edison. The cost for this class is $130.
All art classes offer a 15% discount for
senior citizens and/or Edison Arts So-
ciety members. Students must bring
their own supplies for classes.

Contact the Edison Arts Society if
you would like to register or for more
inforgnation, Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at (908) 753-ARTS.

does make it harder to recruit a team
that is small to begin with.

We’re hoping to gain back our sta-
bility [this vear],” said twenty-first

Field Hockey Corner

HS Field Hockey Parents—The SPFHA thanks all of
the parents who helped out at the Scrimmage Work-

Tim Morgan, Jr.

SOUTH PLAINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL

year Head Coach
Maureen Barnett.

To do this, she wants
primarily to “reinforce
individual development™”
as the season progress,
with the experienced
girls honing their skills
and the newcomers con-
tinuing to learn the ropes
of the game. Another key
aspect to turning in a re-
spectable season will be the girls de-
veloping cohesion with each other,
considering that more than half of
them are participating for the first
time.

Dupiu admitting, “I’s going to
be a trying year,” Barnett contends,
“The small number that T have are
very dedicated.”

One thing that earmarked this sca-
son was having to replace three girls
who would have been Varsity play-
ers who decided not to return this
season. Barnett did indeed find other
girls that were interested in the game
though and said that they are deter-
mined to improve day by day. The
newly channeled asscmblagc 1S NOW
in position to look for “individual im-
provement and team progress,”
cording to Barnett.

All the members of the singles
squad face their opponents with the
backing of last year’s experience. Jun-
ior Amanda Smalley covers first
single, junior Laurie Sobel second
single, and junior Carlie Kazimir
third single. Leading doubles com-
petition is senior Melissa Hansen on
the first doubles team, who takes
freshman Kristen Billich under her
wing. On second doubles will be
freshman Julie Garbowski. Freshmen
Kim Le, Alicia Middleton and
Chelsey Soissone will all likely see
Varsity time by being rotated into
play.

ac-

shop and the alumni game. Without your help these
two events would not have been as successful as they were.

We still have three unfilled openings for healthy snacks for the JV/V games
and are looking for parents of sophomores or juniors to help out. Snack open-
ings for the freshmen away games have all been filled. You do not need to
attend the away games in order to provide a snack. You can contact Coach

Haus or myself to sign up.

Game Schedule-Week of September 26
09/27 Mon — Home game against Old Bridge at 3:45 p.m.

09/29 Wed -
10/01 Fri -

the must see game of the week..

Away game against South Brunswick at 3:45 p.m.
Home é,xmc against Sayreville at 7 p.m. at Jost Field...... This is
..Senior Night

Please come out and support a \\(mduiul team of players.

October 1-Senior Night takes place on Oct. 1 at 7 p.m. at the Frank Jost
Field. The team will face Sayreville for the first time this season. In additional
to an exciting game, this night is a memorable one for seniors as they are
honored in a special ceremony. Congratulations to a wonderful of group of
seniors. The best of luck in all of your future endeavors. You will all definitely

be missed next year.

The best of luck to players and coaches for a great season. Go Tigers!

Submitted By: Sharon Miller

AUTO MALL

3201 Hamilton Boulevard
South Plainfield, NJ

facross from Home I)cp()l)

Need Your Car or Truck Repaired?
Looking to Buy a Car or Truck?

Visit Our Used Car Lot (Financing Available)

@ tan(132) 424-0702

Visit our website for monthly
specials: ajvautomall.net

CENTER

30 years
experience
Foreign &
Domestic
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Duc toa change in
& Mountain Valley
Conference schedul-
. ing, The Eagle’s scason
PHAMEE  began on Aug. 29, cut-
753-6344  ting our practice and
WWW.5peagles.com conditioning month
: of August short by one
week. This was a big adjustment for
players, cheerleaders and coaches, also
to the families who had to adjust va-
cation plans to meet the new sched-
ule.

Nevertheless, our season began
without a hitch on a very warm Aug,.
29 against Maplewood.

The Eagles Flag team is coached by
John Skelly with assistants Brian Cso-
bor, Dave Franchak, Bill Stankan,
Mike Lampasona, Mike Gamble, Joe
Pezzolla, Jeff Fritze, George Cone and
Jim Handwerger. Our youngest
Eagles learn the fundamentals of foot-
ball without contact. Using flags, our
coaches have spent each practice teach-
ing five- through seven-year-old boys
basic offense and defense.

Showing great progress are Zaire
Cone, Justin Counts, Brian Csober,
Kyle Davisson, Matthew Dolan and
Zachary Franchak.

Our Mitey Mites are coached by
John Pellegrino and assisted by Jack

Brady, John DiDolce, Jerry Harris, -

Chris Hurst, Glen Graves, Charles
Gruver and Mike Pellegrino. Mitey
Mites is also an instructional league
using full equipment and contact. Al-
though score is not kept at this level,
our Mitey Mites are showing great
progress and promise as a strong com-
petitive team.

Against Maplewood, Scott Whalen
had several key tackles to keep
Maplewood out of the end zone. Joey
Pellegrino had a nice interception. Kyle
Brady had a strong game at quarter-
back. Chris Graves played very well at
center. Jeffrey Pellegrino had a fumble
recovery on the offensive side of the
ball. Jose Torres played strong at guard
position.

Our Junior PeeWee Eagles are
coached by Mike Molinaro who is as-
sisted by Bob Bors, Tracey Glover,

"+ Nick Heilmann, Larry Hughes, John

Petricllo and Kyle Prendergast. Team
Commissioners are Bob Dolan and
Mel Tomei. The Junior PeeWees were
defeated by Maplewood 14-0.
Stephen Petriello had a great tackle
resulting in a loss of five vards and an-
other good hit in the third quater re-
sulting in a loss of yardage. Mark
Tomei had a terrific game with many
open field tackles and touchdown sav-
ing tackles. Mike Molinaro had a great
catch and ran the ball 75 yards. Dylan
Dorey provided good penetration of
the line and many tackles. Providing
good defense were Tyler Hunt, Troy
Heilmann and Ryan Hughes. Offen-
sive leaders were led by Troy Heilmann
as quarterback.

Our Junior Midgets are coached by
Paul Wylam, who is assisted by Mike
Downes, Al Jefferys and Mark Wagner.
Team Commissioners are Al Lisewski
and Frank Malecki.

The Junior Midgets against Maple-
wood ended in a tie 6-6. Providing
great defense were Corey Hay, John
Wylam, Pat Milard and Matt Cooper.
Playing on offense, led by Brandon
Downes as quarterback, were Charles
Gruver, Mike Jefferys, Frank Malecki
and Alex Lisewski. Mike Wagner had
a terrific game on both offense and
defense, bringing in the only Eagles’
touchdown of the game. Kyle Hughes
recovered a fumble, and Nick Heil-
mann sacked the Maplewood quarter-
back in the backfield.

On what was a “bye” week for the
Eagles, our Flag and Mitey Mites had
a pick up game with Watchung Hills
as their opponent; West Orange does
not have a Flag or Mitey Mite team.

The Eagles Flag Team welcomed
the additional game to practice their
new skills. Showing great progress and
good sportsmanship were Auston
Fritze, Matthew Gallant, Brenden
Gamble, Anthony Gray, Zack Gorman
and Jorden Handwerger.

Our Mitey Mites are continuing to
show great progress. Erik Elsman had
a strong game on the defensive line.
James Agee played well as linebacker
with many key tackles. Ryan Walsh
played a strong game as lineman. Mat-
thew Hurst had a quarterback sack
from the defensive line. Joey Pellegrino
had a nice run for a touchdown with
Kyle Brady scoring the extra point.
Brandon Rickert played well at the
positions of offensive and defensive
lineman.

On Sept. 19 the South Plainficld
Eagles hosted Somerset Hills.

The Eagles Flag Team played well

against Somerset with Dillon Harris,
Andrew Kopchak, Caleb Kuberiet,
Michael Lampasona and Benjamin
Lundy showing great progress and
good sportsmanship.

The Mitey Mites played well against
Somerset. Malik Cisson had several
nice plays for positive yardage. Nick
Brinks filled in for injured quarterback
and led the offense down the field.
Jared Boyce, along with Nick Graves,
had several key tackles on the defen-
sive side of the ball. Tommy Heim
blocked well on offense, while L]
Scarpitto had several good carries as
running back. Scott Whalen had an
impressive run for a touchdown.

The Junior PeeWee team against
Somerset ended in an Eagles win of
13-12. It was an exciting game for the
Jr. PeeWees, with Stephen Petriello
leading the offense as quarterback, and
the extra point by Tyler Hunt put the
Eagles over for the win. Providing
great defense for the Eagles and keep-
ing Somerset away from the end zone
were Mike Dolan, Jorden Gamble,
Anthony Torchia and Raymond Perez.

Sign Up for Basketball Through Oct. 18

The South Plainfield Rec Depart-
ment is NOW accepting registrations for
the 2004 Ed Niemezyk Youth Basket-
ball League. Register now through
Oct. 18. The league is open to all
South Plainfield youth ages 7-14 (as

By Lee Flanagan

JUNIOR BASEBALL.CLUB NOTES

Sept. 11 was our annual end-of-the-
year picnic day. Thank you to all of
those individuals who helped make it
a great day for our kids and families.
For those kids that could not attend
and were to receive an award, we have
them at the clubhouse. I am encour-
aging all managers to pick them up
and to distribute them accordingly.

Bob Bors, Director of Buildings
and Grounds for the SPJBC, an-
nounced that there will be Fall work
details beginning this Saturday, Sept.
25 from 7 a.m. to 12 p.m. Volunteers
are needed, along with those familics
that did not complete their obligation
to the SPJBC in the spring and sum-
mer. There are many tasks that need
to be completed. See you this Satur-
day, if not, then on Saturday, Oct. 2.

The SPJBC Art Auction is set for
Friday, Oct. 1 at the South Plainfield
High School. Admission is $5 per per-
son. Preview of all fine art begins at
6:30 p.m., with the auction starting
at 7:30 p.m. There will be door prizes,
along with refreshments. All proceeds
benefit the SPJBC.

The registration fee for the 2005
season will be $95. Our next registra-
tion dates are Oct. 14, 15 and 16. This
is our early bird sign up. If you wait
until Jan. 2005, then it will be $20
more. Come on out and get your child
registered for our new and exciting sea-
son. Opening Day for 2005 is Apr. 9.

This fall we will be revisiting the
SPJBC Rules and Bylaws. Any recom-
mended changes must be submitted
by Nov. 1. If you have a recommen-
dation to the Rules and Bylaws Com-
mittee, please visit our website at
www.spjbc.com. Charlie Huber is the
chairperson of the committee. He is
looking for two other individuals to
serve on the committee.

On Saturday, Sept. 11, the South
Plainfield Junior Baseball Club
launched a raffle. The raffle will run
until Sept. 2005. Prizes include a

-

of Oct. 1). Fee is $35 a child (no re-
funds). Register at the PAL on Maple
Ave., Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. First time registrants
must have birth certificate. Everyone
must show proof of residency.

brand new Mercedes-Benz C-Class, a
trip for two worth $2,000, a 36" flat
screen TV and a set of golf irons. The
car will be available to see in March at
tryouts at the PAL building and also
on Opening Day, Memorial Day Tour-
nament, All-Star Sunday at the base-
ball field. Tickets are on sale now until
Sept. 2005. Tickets are $100 with only

South Plainfield Football Eagles

Playing on the offensive side of the
ball were Claude Payne, Justin Glover,
Tory Russell and Cory Stasenko.

The Junior Midgets were defeated
by Somerset 18-8. Kyle Hughes led
the offense with a nice pass to Mike
Wagner for large gain in yardage, set-
ting up the Eagles for their only touch-
down of the game. Mike Wagner ran
the ball for the touchdown and fol-
lowed with the kick for the extra point.
Brandon Downes had some nice runs,
gaining yardage for the Eagles, while
Matt Cooper pressured Somerset
throughout the game taking down
plays in the backfield. Jarell Wakins
provided pressure on the Somersett of-
fense and Alex Lisewski broke up the
Somerset pass play. Tareek Wakins was
robbed of a possible touchdown with
an inadvertent whistle from the offi-
cial, which caused the play called back
to be replayed.

During the weekend of September
9-11 the Football Eagles held their
annual Tag Day weekend. We would
like to thank our local businesses for
allowing our football players and
cheerleaders to can in front of their
businesses, and their good customers
and our residents for supporting us
with donations. It is through your
goodwill we are able to purchase
equipment and uniforms, and provide
an affordable program for boys and
girls ages five through 13.

500 tick-
ets being
sold.
Please help support the Baseball Club.
All proceeds are going to our children.

If you are interested in buying a
ticket, please contact Nancy Salici at
(908) 754-2090 or any board mem-
ber.

Varsity Field
Hockey Opens
With Win Over
‘Metuchen

By Michael Duquette

The SPHS Varsity Field Hockey
team began what promises to be
| another impressive season at home
last Tuesday. The Lady Tigers’ ex-
cellent teamwork carried them to
a 2-1 win over Metuchen.

The girls scored their first goal
carly on in the first half. Junior
Melissa Szeliga, with assistance by
senior midfielder Jesse Manning,
established a lead of 1-0 before the
half was called. Metuchen, after an
impressive goal, tied the score in
the second half; however, Szeliga,
assisted by senior Stefanie Miller,
scored another goal to win the first
game of the season for the Lady
Tigers.

The team’s Head Coach, Fran
Flannery, was proud of the team
despite the fact that they “had a
| lot of scoring opportunities [they]
didn’t capitalize on.” She specifi-
cally pointed out the “amazing,
| amazing, amazing” offensive and
' defensive maneuvering of junior
Courtney Eustice. “Courtney |
played an awesome game,” she said
proudly.

The Lady Tigers’ next game will
! be played against Old Bridge at
i 3:45 p.m. on Monday, Sept. 27 at

the South Plainfield Middle School

field. Come out and see another |
| winning season in the making!
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Milestones

. Thomas Eck Scores 1600 on SAT

La Salvia-Seliga

Becomes Professor
(Continued from page 7)

the South Plainfield and the Middlesex
County Education Associations and
had been employed as a consultant for
the New Jersey and National Educa-
ton Associations. She has been hon-
ored at various times as a Citizen of
the Year in Middlesex County, a Walter
Reuther Scholar through Rutgers
University, a member of the Academy
of the New Jersey Commissioner of
Education, a Governor’s Recognition

recipient, and as a member of Kappa |

Delta D1, the academic honor society
in education.

Maria and her husband, Robert
Seliga, have resided in South Plainfield
for sixteen years.

Thomas Eck, a senior
at Timothy Christian
School in Piscataway,
took the SAT twice lasr
vear. In January 2004
he scored 1540 and in
March 2004 he scored |
| 1600. ]

In June 2004 Tom |
took three “SAT 2®
tests. He scored 750 in
Writing, 800 in Math
[IC, and 800 in World
History.

Tom has attended Timothy Chris-
tian School since Kindergarten. En-
rollment at the school is 639 (K-12)
this school year.

Tom lives with his family in Frank-

icereport

* On Sept. 13 a Conklin St. resi-
dent reported someone had taken out
a cell phone in her name and had re-
ceived a collection notice from the
phone service provider.

* On Sept. 14 a black 2004 box
trailer was reported removed from the
front lot of 100 Wade Ave.

* A Sprague Ave. resident reported
receiving a call from the Quebec Police
Dept. saving she had won a Canadian
lottery and needed to send $10,000 to
receive the money. They also called
again and asked thar an additional
$3.000 and $2.000 be wired to them
until the vicuim became suspicious.

* A West Ave. resident reported that
the rear window of her vehicle had been
broken.

* On Sept. 15 Linda Susan Gitto,
51, of South Plainfield was arrested for
driving on a suspended license, having
no insurance, an unregistered vehicle
and four outstanding warrants at a
motor vehicle stop.

* Jose Emigio Velez Carrera, 28, of
Plainfield was arrested at the DMV for
wrongful impersonation.

* A Universal Ave. resident reported
a Ciabank account had been opened
in his name at a different address.

* On Sept. 16 Holly Park Mower
Shop on Park Ave. reported a customer’s
wood chipper had been taken from their
lot while it was being repaired.

* Raceway Gas on W. 7th St. re-
ported that a man pulled away with-
out paying for $35 worth of gas.

* Harris Steel on New Market Ave.
reported the theft of 8,490 pounds of
aluminum beams from a storage area
over the past two months.

* On Sept. 17 a Second Pl. resident
reported that her passenger side tires
had been slashed.

* A Robert PL. resident reported all
tires of their vehicle had been slashed.

* Two Sears Hardware employees
reported that their vehicles had been
damaged in the parking lot.

* On Sepr. 18 Richard Herman, 37,
of South Plainfield was arrested for
driving on a suspended license and an
outstanding warrant.

* Thomas V. Radice, 53, of Edison
was arrested for burglary after break-
ing into a tool box in a pickup truck
on Oak Tree Ave.

* On Sept. 20 Desidoro Ramirez-
Gonzalez, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
t()r }V)S’\('S\)(JH of an 'L?L'f‘('\i H'I]IP()I"HT\'
registration and four outstanding war
rants at a motor vehi J(_ "»“)}’.

* Richard Samuel Robinson, 57,
of Plainfield was arrested at Bravo Su
permarket.on W. 7th St. for robbery.
He took $4 worth of biscuits and
pushed an emplovee into a display shelf.

* A'Tompkins Ave. resident reported
that the passenger side door window

had been smashed and a portable CD

play and various CDs were taken.

* On Sept. 21 Stephen Balogh, 55, of
Iselin was arrested for possession of a con-
rolled substance at motor vehicle stop.

Thomas Eck

lin Township. His parents
are physicians in private
practice in Piscataway.
The Ecks also founded
and donate their time to
8 the Zarephath Health
¢ Center, which provides

primary care for the un-
insured. Tom volunteered
there all throughout
Summer 2004.

On April 28, 2004,
Mrs. Eck testified in
Washington, D.C. before a Congres-
sional committee concerning the
state of health care in our country.

Tom has visited several colleges
and wants to go to medical school.
There are some seven-year programs
he 1s considering. He could attend
The College of New Jersey and then
attend UMDNY] for four years. With
his SAT score, and the fact that he
finished in the top five percent of his
class last year, he will most likely be
provided a full scholarship.

Classifieds

HELP WANTED

OMNIBUS OPERATOR/RECREA-

ation Leader-Borough of South
Plainfield, Middlesex County — Applicant
must possess valid Commercial Driver’s
License; responsible for providing trans-
portation for seniors citizens to doctors,
shopping etc.; must have a clean driving
record: must have knowledge of Bor-
ough; may be asked to perform setup and
take down of tables and chairs. Pleasant
disposition a requirement. Full-time, full
benefits, Salary $20,700 annually. Please
forward your resume and salary require-
ments to Vincent Buttiglieri, Adminis-
trator, 2480 Plainfield Avenue, South
Plainfield, New Jersey 07080 or e-mail
to: vbuttiglieri@southplainfieldnj.com.
EOE. Resumes must be received by Oc-
tober 8, 2004.

Want to get rid of
your old stuff?

Advertise your garage sale in
the Observer. Don’t forget to get
a permit ($2) at Borough Hall.

HOUSEHOLD HELPER FOR HANDI-
capped woman. Must be reliable, reason-
able rates and own transportation. Start
immediately. (908) 756-9629.

EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-LOADER
backhoe. Good starting pay with over-
time. Healthcare 401k. (732) 356-7263.

RECEPTIONIST /CLERICAL ASST.
So. Plfd. company seeks computer
savvy, organized F/T clerk. Light book-
keeping. Fax resume w/salary history
& requirements to (908) 757-2137.
LUNCH COOK, M-F, 9-3. CALL
John at Flanagan’s at (908) 757-1818.
F/T HAIR STYLIST FOR BUSY
Scotch Plains salon. License & experi-
ence needed. (908) 322-8660.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

MATTRESS & BOX—A FULL SIZE
set, new ortho/plush in plastic, sell
$110. (732) 259-6690.

Business &

| AUTOBODY

| [AUTO REPAIR/MAINTENANCE | |

CARPET/FLOORING |

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lic. #02313A

210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield
New Jersey 07080

Hours
Mon-Fri
3 8am-5pm

908-757-5100
Fax: 908-757-3105

Mon-Fri 8-5

G<R Auto

Complete Foreign & Domestic
Auto & Truck Repair » Tune Ups
Oil Changes « Shocks & Suspension

Air Conditioning = Exhaust Systems
Brakes & Front End

235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

908-754-8313

Fleet Service

119 Hamilton Bivd.
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

All Types of Flooring

Phone: (908) 757-3470

25% Off
New Customer
Discount

We Install Belgian Block Curbing,
Concrete Sidewalks, Brick Pavers for
Sidewalks & Driveways

Free Quotes witH No OBLicATion

“Paving the Way

for the Future”

Free Estimates

908-379-4405
Cell: (732) 939-9033

Senior Discounts Available ~ All Work Guaranteed

[ PLUMBER | | REAL ESTATE |
PI LT T T LT T I %‘

3 E A

% ¥ Moretti Realty 4
£ g - 1 « Nobody knows

BProfessional Plumbingli
B &Heatinginc. 1

B (o08)561-1941 1
South Plainfield, NJ

¥ FRANK MCCARTHY :
l License #8741

\ T T T R T T T 4

South Plainfield
like Joe Diegnan.”
Business:
(908) 755-5¢
Evening:
(908) 756-9123

g

Joseph
Diegnan Ruuon Asso

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

wre & Lirenme So. PLamsieLo Resioen?

Fax: (908) 756-4040 |

| FITNESS CENTERS |

DRIVEWAYS ]

Y ’ l«
) ™

DRIVEWAY SEALING

SLIM AND TONE

SouTH PLAINFIELD

30 Minute Workout for Women|
1 $39 Monthly with
! No Initiation Fee!
Open all day

2601 Hamilton Blvd.
(between Home Depot
& Durbam Ave )

!
i
{
3
i
i

SLIM

v | 4D w—

TONE |

| Landscaping
FALL YARD CLEANUP

Leslie Chambers
Telephone: (908) 9717-1668
Fax: (908) 757-5175

73223213699 § |/+wzn- | 908)769-0009
LAWN CARE |
N o
( Lalaria &~ ()

andséaping
SOUTH PLAINFIELD
COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE
« LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
* SHRUB & TREE PRUNING
* HYDRO SEEDING & SOD
* MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
* RETAINING WALLS

* BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS & WALKS
 RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

* Fully lasured - ~ FREE ESTIMATES -
Affordable and Reliable! - 908-756-7272 |
[ REAL ESTATE ]

F@ Prudential_’

Rose REALTORS®
Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE
South Plainfield Resident
For Over 39 Years
908-753-4450 X302
Toll Free 800 370-2424
Fax 908-753-0136 L

RosePelton@att.net

# Prudential Rose REALTORS®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Rose Marie Pelton

Robert Publik
| Realtor-Associate
g Business:
“1 (732) 549-9000 x 358
b Evenings:
A (908) 755-2709

Roﬂ Pub“k E-Mail: bobp@comcast.net
Orrces 1IN N, Epison, WoonsrinGe, CoLonia
2077 Oak Tree Road, Edison, NJ 08820
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HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

MATTRESS SET—QUEEN PILLOW
top, new w/ warranty. $140. Can De-
liver (732) 259-6690.

BED—QUEEN ORTHO MATTRESS
set. New w/warranty. $120. Can deliver.
(732) 259-6690.

BEDROOM SET—SLEIGH BED,
chest, dresser/mirror, n-stand. Value
$2000. Sell $750. (732) 259-6690.
LEATHER SOFA & LOVESEAT—
New in plastic. Retail $1800, sacrifice
$875. Call Mark at (732) 259-6690.

DINING ROOM SET-72X42 RECTAN-

gular glass top on black metal base w/6
matching high back upholstered metal
chairs. $500 or B/O. Currently selling in
Fortunoff for $950. Call (908) 753-2328.
HOT TUB/SPA-2004 MODEL, 7 PER-
son, 46 jets, lights & waterfall, ozone, full
warranty. Cost $8000, sell $3995. Call
(973) 292-1118.

Professional Services

APARTMENT FOR !ENT-I B/I!

near Park Ave. in S.P. Avail. immed.
$850/mo+util & security. (908) 791-4488.

BUSINESS TO SHARE

WANT TO BE YOUR OWN BOSS?
Established hairdresser wants to share
space & expenses in est. beauty shop
in So. Plainfield. Call (908) 561-2226.

PAINTING INSTRUCTION

ONE STROKE CLASSES/PRIVATE
painting lessons in my studio or your
home. Marie D'Urso, O.S.C.1. 757-3707

HANDYMAN

ELECTRIC FAN, LIGHTS, LOCKS
installed, doorbells & telephone hookup.
Call Ray (908) 668-5803.

HOUSE CLEANING

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE, OWN
transportation & equipment. Refer-
ences. Call Brenda (908) 668-5803.

11 Lonsdale Drive
(Off Clinton Ave.)

Saturday, Sept. 25
9 am-3 pm

Computer equip., household, furniture,
exercise equip., bikes & more!

GARAGE SAKLES

19 Holly Park Drive

(Maple to Norwood to
Clarke to Holly Park)

Sat. & Sun. Sept. 25 & 26
8 am-4 pm

Furniture, cherry dining room, antiques,
brass bed & other household

156 West Nassau

(Off Park Ave.)

Sat & Sun, Sept. 25-26
9 am-4 pm

Bring G’s, lots of stuff!

Got Stuff? Sell it here!

To advertise in the Business
& Professional Services

section, call 908-668-0010.

| CARPET/FLOORING |

Quality Workmanship * 20 Years Experience

Kelly Carpet

= Personalized Shop-at-Home Service [P

-

COMPUTERS

CONTRACTORS |

|  CONTRACTORS |

| COMPUTER REPAIR

Gordon Virasawmi
A+, Network+ Certified PC Technician

SPECIALIZING IN:
* PC REPAIR -

Concerned About Computer

Virus Protection? Home Security?

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJ DCA LIC #019771
Since 1981
Lordina Builders
908-753-3850
ADDITIONS *« KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
Office Renovations

| FREE ESTIMATES |

e : KELLY 2
Quality Carpet f‘_” your [ - Small Office Networking 908-769-0709 ’_@
Home or o’flce o R - Schools & Classrooms = New Computers/Upgrades. ...
Phone/fox 908-226-1999 § " - Restaurant Systems « Hardware/Software Installations
e 908-672-9686 g - Custom PCs * In Home Service ,
Serving Somerit TR, (908) 79 1-13 1 2 « Some Used Computers Available
Middlesex & Monmouth Counties E-mak Gordon@computerhelp.no-p.idé Cell: 732-423-3504
| FURNITURE REPAIRS | F HEALTH & WELLNESS

% FURNITURE MEDIC

Precnsnon
Furniture Repairs
On-Site
Scratches * Gouges « Pet Damage
Water Marks * Burns
Structural Repairs * Broken Joints
Antique Restoration
Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

HUA KANG

Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology
Acupuncture * Chinese Herbs ¢ Facial

Licensed Chinese massage thgrapists and acupuncturists provide experience

Effective in treatment of various pains, symptoms and body needs.
Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm

Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available.
We accept credit cards and health insurance.

Treat yourself
at our three

1763 Lincoln Highway (Rt. ’7) Edison *732-819-0058
126 Plainfield Ave. Edison*732-572-5599
’7\ Rt 18 South East Brunsmd\ 732-967-1300

%
i Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.

JEWELERS |

FREE ESTIMATES

AFFORDABLE
MAINTENANCE

/0
,:p

. Kitchens REMODELING,
¢ Bathrooms RENQVATIONS
: Ceramic Tile

lasonary (908)
Carpentry  246-1837

{ ALL HOME REPAIRS I

NJ STATE CERTIFICATION

JUNK REMOVAL

CINDY
MICHAELS

Jewelers & Gemologists

176 Front Street
South Plainfield
908-769-4264

Eowarp . ( 1 GEM

P

JUNK REMOVAL
WE TAKE
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29-4831

[ LAWN CARE ]

f MASSAGE THERAPY

] | MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE | |

PARTS & EQUIPMENT

ROSS’ LAWNCARE

Lawn Care & Snow Plowing

Mulch Stone « Sod -« Edging
Trimming = Topsoil

2 & CLAWNG
23 AR > CUTTIN
Free b RS

Estimates \

\\s%‘/_\
f’~ Cl \‘R\l JERSEY

6 Holistic Health Center and Spa

|

« MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY
HYPNOSIS REIKI

DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT

Roxanne Cortese,cp, cup, o1

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080
(908) 561-1511

By Appointment Only -

IFT CERTIFICATES ANT

Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield Mix,

Decorative & Crushed Stone

Sanding * Salting * Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
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Norrs FroM The Senior Center

The South Plainfield Office on
Aging is pleased to announce the es-
tablishment of a new service for our
seniors in the area of Medicare and
health insurance. Joe Zekas, Stcve
Machar and Office on Aging Director
Joann Graf recently completed a five
week training program conducted by
the New Icrsq\ State Health Insur-
ance Program (SHIP). These three
newly trained SHIP Counselors are
available to assist our seniors with

by Joann Graf, Director of Office on dging

New Service Available At Senior Center

Medicare and Supplemental insurance
1SSues.

Medicare beneficiaries frequently
have questions about benefits and
claims, supplement policies, and long-
term care insurance. Our SHIP coun-
selors, trained in areas of health insur-
ance coverage and benefits which af-
fect Medicare beneficiaries, can pro-
vide information and assistance for
dealing with claims and in evaluating
health insurance needs.

The State Health Insurance Pro-
gram (SHIP) provides free help to
New Jersey Medicare beneficiaries who
have problems with, or questions
about their health insurance. SHIP is
astatewide program sponsored by the
New Jersey Department of Health and
Senior Services with major funding
from the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services’ Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services.
Our counselors do not provide legal

recommend or endorse
any specific insurance product, agent,
insurance company, Health Mainte-
nance Organization (HMO) or
Point-of- bc. rvice' (POS) plan. They
provide information and assistance
so that you can make your own de-
usl()ns & mmsdlng 1s free of charge.
blmpl_\ call the Office on Aging at
(908) 754-1047 to make an ap-
pointment for a private counseling
session.

advice, sell,

SPHS Back-to-
School Night
Next Thursday

South Plainfield High School
annual Back-to-School Night will
be held on Thursday, Sept. 30. The
evening will begin with a PTA meet-
ing from 6-6:30 p.m. in the audito-
rium. The schedule is as follows:

(Continued from page 11)

Under the plan that is now in ef-
fect, there are different toll charges at
different locations. Common sense
tells us. that will lead to even more
confusion and an even more danger-
ous situation than presenty exists. I
urge the-Governor to immediately re-
scind the double tolls at the four iden-
tified locations and remove the deac-
tivated toll plazas as quickly as pos-
sible. In additon there should be a
definite commitment to remove all
of the Parkway tolls as soon as pos-
sible.

I have long been an advocate of
removing the Parkwayv tolls. Now is
the dme to do it. The state plans to
spend as much as $100 million to
upgrade the toll plazas for high speed
E-Z Pass. T submut thart this is not only
a waste of money but may actually
make the toll plazas more dangerous.
Imagine vehicles traveling at high
speed merging with other drivers
searching for exact change lanes.

Before last week’s action, there were
11 roll plazas and 21 exit/entrance
ramp toll barriers. That has now been

l and 20 exit

"L'Jikk'd".)"]‘l\ ol AZas &
entrance toll barriers. 1 have intro-
duced legislaton in the General As-
sembly (Assembly bill A2609) which
will result in the removal of all Park-
way tolls. To date, only one other
member, Assemblyman chndra
Chivakula (D. 17® District), has
signed on with me. I urge all of thosc
who agree with me to contact their

Assemblyperson, State Senator and
the Governor’s Office and encourage
them to join me in adopting a plan to
take down the dangerous Parkway
tolls. The time for action is now.
ASSEMBLYMAN
PATRICK J. DIEGNAN, JR.

Dear Editor,

Under normal circumstances, I
wouldn’t dignify last week’s letter by
Joe Citizen with a response. Unfor-
tunately, he seems to be attempting
to slander our police, so T feel com-
pelled to respond.

It's unfortunate Joe Citizen failed
to mention the reason the unhitched
trailer is parked on Garden Dr. Six
months ago, we started extensive re-
modeling on our home, that I feel
enhances the beauty of our neighbor-
hood. We've had several dumpsters in
our driveway and there’s a b()mug,h
ordinance that prohibits dumpstu‘s n
the street. Now that remodeling is al-
most complete, the trailer can go back
in our driveway.

Maybe the reason my neighbor
hasn’t said anything about our un-
hitched trailer is because he’s being a
kind and understanding nesghbor
while we’re under construction. That
trailer is here because it takes two jobs
for us to live here. My husband is a
police officer and an insured contrac-
tor. It is under that business that the
trailer is registered. We have used all
the tools in the trailer for our addi-

ton.

So, Joe Citizen, we are by no
means above the law. We're just a
voung family trying to make it. Since
I am extremely busy raising three
voung children, I'd appreciate if you
would contact our brave men and
women in blue the next ime you have
a parking complaint. They will assist
vou 24/7, including, ALL holidays.
Unlike you, T'll Sign my name.

T. BULLARD

To the Editor:

On Election Day, the residents of

South Plainfield should consider a few
simple facts to see why Charlie Butrico,
Dennis Cerami and Kathy Thomas
deserve to be re-elected to the Bor-
ough Council. For-the fifth time in
the last seven years under the leader-
ship of the Democrats, there has been
no increase in the municipal tax rate.
The fiscal management by the Demo-
crats has kept our tax rate as one of the
lowest in Middlesex County: It has also
cut South Plainficld’s debt by over
$10 million. This is a huge change in
the way our borough government is
run when vou consider that the previ-
ous Rtpubllmn administration bor-
rowed millions of dollars for every-
day expenses. These prudent fiscal
policies demonstrate that government
can provide excellent services without
mortgaging our children’s future. Just
look at all of the improvements
around town that have been accom-

LEGALNOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed bids will be
received by the Borough of South Plainfield, County
of Middlesex, State of New Jersey on OCTOBER 1,
2004 at ***10 a.m.*** prevailing time in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 2480
Piainfield Ave., New Jersey at which time and place
bids will be opened and read in public for:

JANITORIAL SERVICES

Specifications and other bid information may be
obtained at the Municipal Clerk's office in the
Municipal Building at the above address during
regular business hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Only bidders
who have picked up specifications will be allowed
to submit bids. All bids must be submifted on the
Proposal Forms furnished by the Borough. A bid
bond in the form of a certified check, cashier’s check
or bid bond payable to the BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD in the amount equal to 10% of the
highest bid amount, including alternates, if any, but
not to exceed $20,000 and a duly executed Consent
of Surety. Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of PL. 1675, ¢.127 (NJAC. 1727 et
seq.), the New Jersey Prevailing Wage Act, N.J.SAA.
34:11-56.25, Employment on Public Works N.J.S.A.
10:2. EOE, ADA

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk
$35.00 September 24, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE
ORDINANCE 1678

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Ord. 1678 entitied: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ORDINANCE #717 ENTITLED: “AN ORDINANCE
REGULATING PARKING ON VARIOUS STREETS
IN THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY” was
presented for adoption after a public hearing was
held thereon by the Mayor and Council of the
Borough of South Plainfield at 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 21, 2004 in the Municipal Building, South
Plainfield, New Jersey 07080.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk
$24.50 September 24, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE
ORDINANCE 1679

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MID-
DLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Ord. 1679 entitled: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE VIl ENTITLED: “REGIONAL HOSPITAL-
ITY DISTRICT” AND ARTICLE Viil, CHAPTER 801
ENTITLED: “SIGNS” OF THE ZONING ORDI-
NANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAIN-
FIELD" was presented for adoption after a public
hearing was held thereon by the Mayor and Council
of the Borough of South Plainfield at 8:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, September 21, 2004 in the Municipal
Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk
$24.50 September 24, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed bids will be
received by the Borough of South Plainfield, County
of Middlesex, State of New Jersey on OCTOBER 5,
2004 at ***10 a.m.*** prevailing time in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 2480
Plainfield Ave., New Jersey at which time and place
bids will be opened and read in public for:

RESCUE SQUAD AMBULANCE

Spec'r’fations and other bid information may be
obtained at the Municipal Clerk's office in the
Municipal Building at the above address during
regular business hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Only bidders
who have picked up specifications will be allowed
to submit bids. All bids must be submitted on the
Proposal Forms furnished by the Borough. A bid
bond in the form of a certified check, cashier's check
or bid bong payable to the BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD in the amount equal to 10% of the
highest bid amount, including alternates, if any,
but not to exceed $20,000 and a duly executed
Consent of Surety. Bidders are required to comply
with the requirements of PL. 1975, ¢.127 (N.JA.C.
17:27 et seq.), the New Jersey Prevailing Wage Act,
N.J.S.AA. 34:11-56.25, Employment on Public Works
N.J.S.A.10:2. EOE, ADA

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk
$36.75 Septernber 24, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, THAT:

WHEREAS the following SFY 2004 Current Fund budget
appropriation balances remain unexpended:

CURRENT FUND
Account Account # Amount
Health Insurance 4-01-23-220-000-621 $2,500
Local Match 4-01-41-700-000-301 2,500
Streets and Roads 4-01-44-901-001-226 135,000

TOTAL $140,000

WHEREAS it is necessary to formally cancel said
balances so that the unexpended balances may be
credited to surplus:

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the
Governing Body of the Borough of South Plainfield,
County of Middlesex, State of New Jersey, that the
above listed unexpended balances in the Sewer
and Pool Utilities be cancelled.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk
#04-187
$35.00 September 24, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Michael Secula
requesting a variance from the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of South Plain-
field to permit a second floor addition with 2' rear
cantilever. Proposed addition and cantilever lacks
8'required side setback, 5'8" being proposed; and
other variances that may be required, said property
being located at 142 S. Madison Drive on Block 127,
Lot 13 on the South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or pro-
tests against the granting of said appeal, the South
Plainfield Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a
public hearing on Thursday, October 28, 2004 in
the Council Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspector’s Office, South Piainfield Borough Hall,
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 am and
5:00 pm.

$35.00 September 24, 2004

plished without massive borrowing—
new senior housing, a new senior rec-
reation center, the expansion of the
PAL, the new skate park and improve-
ments to all of our parks. The Demo-
cratic team s alse looking to the fu-
ture with the state of the new library
on Plainfield Ave. The Democrats also
preserved over 100 acres of land as
open space—again without putting
us in debt.

This record of accomplishment
demonstrates that Charlie, Dennis and
Kathy have the creativity to allow our
borough government to provide top
rate services on a lean budget. They
have also shown the courage to’ make
the tough decisions on cutting the
budget. In shorr, they have earned your
vote througheyears of selfless and tire-
less work. On Election Day, look at
the record and vote for Charlie
Butrico, Dennis Cerami and Kathy
Thomas for Borough Council.

CAROL BYRNE

Dear Editor:

I'm writing, in.support of Council--
man Charlie Butrico for re-election
to Borough Council. I've known Char-
lie for many years. Charlie is a lifelong
resident of the Borough and much ot
his family stll resides here. He is the
embodiment of what makes South
Plainfield so s:rmt——{()mmirmmr to
family, friends and community.

Not only has (,h.lrhc volunteered
his time to many activities and orga-
nizatons throug,hout the Borough,
but he decided to make the ultimate
commitment by running for the Bor-
ough Council in 2002 and'his served
admirably for the past three years.
Charlie Butrico has spear- -headed the
total reconstruction of the Hamilton
Blvd. Road Project, which will include
new drainage, new curbing, decora-
tive lighting and the installation of
pavers between the curb and side-
walks. This is going to be a magnifi-
cent site when it is completed in the
spring. I can’t wait! Charlie Butrico
has also been instrumental in bring-
ing the Helen Street Project forward.
Under his leadership and unwavering
commitment to this project, the En-
vironmental Assessment portion of
this project is nearing completion and
the design phase is about to begin. All
I can say it thank goodness for Coun-

Period 1 . 6:30-6:40
Period 2 6:45-6:55
R e 7-7:10
Period 4/5, 5/6............ 7:15-7:25
Period 6/7, 7/8 ...... e 7:30-7:40
{1101 o by S D e . 7:45-7:55
Period 10 ...... S R o ..8-8:10
Letter to the Editor:

The Muccigrossi Family would
like to thank everyone muludmg,
the businesses and the law enforce-
ment agencies that donated their
time and money to the Gary Muc-
cigrossi Benefit Softball game and
the Somerset Patriots Benefit Base-
ball Game. Words alone cannot
express our gratitude.

Thank you for all of your effort
and support during our time of
need. Your generosity is greatly ap-
preciated.

SINCERELY,

THE MUCCIGROSSI FAMILY

cilman Charlie Butrico!

On Election Day, please join me in
voting for Councilman Charlie -
Butrico and his running mates, Coun-
cil President Dennis Cerami and
Councilwoman Kathy Thomas. They
deserve our support.

M?RY AGUSTA

T

Dear Editor:

Although Election Day seems very
far away, it will be here before we
know it. We will be casting our votes
for three seats on the Borough Coun-
cil. T will certainly be voting for Coun-
cilwoman Kathy Thomas, as well as
her running mates, Charlie Butrico
and Dennis Cerami.

Kathy Thomas has proven to be
an effective leader. She has overseen
the purchase ()t the property on
Plainfield Ave. th;at will be the loca-
tion of the new state-of-the-art South
Plainfield Public Library. This new
facility will be the envy of many other
towns. She, along with the L ibrary
Board of Trustees and Friends of the

Library, has visited many other newly
constructed libraries to get ideas for
what amenities our library should
contain. Councilwoman Thomas 1s
worthy of re-election to the Borough
Council.

Please go out and vote for Coun-
cilwoman Kathy Thomas and her
running mates, Councilman Charlie
Butrico and Council President Den-
nis Cerami for the South Plainfield
Borough Council. They have carned
our votes.

CHERYL NAGEL-SMILEY

o

Ciccio’s Pizza
134 Maple Ave., South Plainfield

(Across From Firehouse)
Open 7 Days

evor (908) 753-

To advertise in Dining
Out! choose from a one
column ($180) or two
column ($360) ad to run
for 10 weeks.

4060

We'll design a custom

SUNDAY SPECIAL
2 medium pies

$10.95

Phone Ahead For Fast Pick Up
Mon. & Thurs. 11am to 10pm
Fri&Sat 11am-11pme<Sunday 12pm-10pm

- Servmg ‘
South Plainfield
Since 1984

FRIED ZEPS FRI & SAY

ad for your business and
publish a one-time article
with photo featuring
your business.

Sign up for
Dining Out!
908-668-0010




