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SHS Bids Farewell
To School Principal

In ,i moving ceremony last Friday,
students ai : [i an School
thank you and bid farewell to Sister
Cornelia Ramirez, school principal for
the pasi Id

Sister Cornelia will be going on .1
ii IUS sabbaticaJ this summer and

u ill then take up a new assignmeni in
Edmonton, Alberta, (lanada.

Alter the lust Friday Mass, Esther
]ohn Paul Alv.ui.lo asked S
nclia to come- forward foi a farewell
ceremony. As she walked up to the
front oi die church, students along the
way presented her with roses while
they sang "The Circle of Love."

The children fbrmed*a circle around
Sister Cornelia while twojeighth grad-
ers recited a special p< iem dedicated to
her which was written by teacher Mrs.
Geene. The fifth graders then recited

• iaJ blessings inSister's na-
nvc language, Rhp
had been practicing (or weeks, wirh
the help oi Dan Mahoncv. Director
o) Musii .u Sa< red 1 lean

le present could feel the
love and respeel the children felt
while thc\ presented their •.••.

t r ibute to Sister Cornelia. Main1

teachers and parishioners attending
tears as the children

and recited their blessings.
Speaking to the students, Sister

(lornclia reminded I hem of the words
she said on her first day as prini
HI y< If you see God in
everyone you meet, you will always
be ha |

She ended by saying, "God is al-
ways with us, we can see him everyday
m everything we do."

A farewell gathering is planned
to thank the Sisters of the Religious
of the Virgin Mary who have served
the paiish community tor more than
a decade. The event will be held in
the Sacred Heart School cafeteria
on Sunday, June 27 following the
11:30 Mass.

A new principal for Sacred 1 lean
1 he students School w.is named recently. Sr. M.nv

Nadinc, RSM, will begin her ministry
on July 1. She is a member of the
Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy
of the Americas m Watehung and has

arsexpertis olic School

Sacred Heart School Principal Sister Cornelia Ramirez with Father John Aivarado within the "Circle of Love".

Test Scores on the Rise
'There Is No Silver Bullet!" says Superintendent

100th Anniversary
Celebration Kicks Off

The l(K)th Annivcnarv celebration
at Sacred Hea r t Church wil l offi
da l l y b e g i n w i t h scrv:>
day evening on 1 he Feast
ol the Sacred I lean.

The opening ceremo-
nies are set tot 7:30 p.m.
at Sacred 1 lean ( hureh.
A piano, donated by a 102-
year-old parishioner, will be
blessed and dedicated, followed by a
piano and choral concert. At <S p.m. a
special Mass of the Sacred 1 [cart will
celebrate the beginning of the 100th
\ ear ai

Following the Mass, a reception
will be held m the breezeway

etween the rectory and
church.

Everyone is united and
encouraged to attend the
concert, Mass and recep-
tion and become part of

the year-long celebration.
The v car-long celebration will

include special sen ices and events and
culminate with a banquet at the Pines
Manor.

Watch the Observer for .\n upcom-
ing calendar ot events.

By Dr. Robert J . Rosado.
Superintendent of Schools

During my career in education I
have never written a letter regarding
any topic without being aske,
unless it was in response to an :
However, information regarding
academic progress we received mis
week has been so fantastic, I would be
remiss if the significance ot the ac-
complishment was not shared with
the community.

As you may know the state requires
students to take rigorous exams at the
middle and high school level. The
acronyms tor those exams, Cd-PA and
11NPA respectively, are well known by
parents, students and stall. In the four
years of the GEBA MI<A three of the
I Lsl'A, we have had the most difficulty

in the area ot'mathematics. Although
our scores are still not outstandin
have witnessed a combined dramatic
improvement in these scores that art
the best in district histon.

High school scores improved a re-
markable 20% over their prior year's
(Scores and put u_s at our highest level
of students passing the math exam
since the inception of die HSPA. At
the Middle School the gn
even more stunning with a 4

j TCS and also the establishment ot'
our highest scores to date.

Therefore, the question to ask is
how did it happen? What magical new
program did we purchase and imple-
ment? Well, unfortunately these magic
programs do not really exist. There is
no silver bullet for impnniiiii academic
achievement. We have made many
improvements to programs over the
past year. However, as 1 assessed why
we demonstrated such an incredible
improvement in student achievement
there is < me fac D >r that stands above the
rest. Quite frankly it was simply, due to
the hard work of the stall in all subject
areas1 Nothing magical or new. it was
simply their refusal to allow our chil-

dren to remain at a standard the
was not a true measure of our student's
ability. So they spent countless hours
outs k m raising the bar
andf.
dren over that bar. In fact, elementary
scores were also at their high point on
the new state test and the Language
ArB scores at the High School are at
an all time high for the HSPA.

We have learned a few rateable
its vear and still realize we have to

continue to raise standards and expect
more. Therefore, during this summer if
your see anv ot'our staff in town. Cake
a moment to thank them for pushing
your children to new bogi
importantly, let them know that you
vv ant them to keep raising the bar and
that vou will be nght there alongside
of them in helping TOUT children be the
best they can be.

Thank you for your continued sup-
port of our students and my thanks to
the entire star!"for the remarkable effort
they put forth this past vc-ar. Please fed
free to call my office if vou would like to
discuss the p eVemadc.
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Knights of Columbus Hold
All American Celebration

Knights of Columbus at the flag ceremony at the All American Day Celebration held last Saturday.

Members of the South Plainfield
Knights of Columbus Council 6203
hosted their third annual All Ameri-
can Day Celebration on June 12. Boy
Scout Troop 207 joined in the open-
ing (lag ceremony, as well as the flag
retirement ceremony. Veterans from
the Menlo Park VA 1 [ospital vv ere
guests of the Knights ot Columbus.

Alter the opening flag ceremony, a
memorial sen tee vv as held tor Knights
of Columbus, the United States Flag

and Veterans. A display of hand crafted
soldiers, re-creations fwar memorials
and other handmade military minia-
tures were on display. Afterwards
everyone was treated to hot dogs,
hamburgers, ice tea, lemonade and
red, vv hite and blue ice pops.

The celebration ended with the
retirement of several United States
Flags by the Boy Scouts of Pack 20".
A good time was had by all.

nutted by William C. Hartmann


