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TIGERS RULLE!

SPHS Basketball, Wrestling Teams Dominate Competitors

Tigers Varsity Basketball Team 2003-2004-kneeling (left to right) are Gary Houston, Darren Smith,
lan Robinson, Jon Buggey and Shawn Brown. Standing (left to right) are Assistant Coach Mike
Allocco, Jawaad Caldwell, Mike Richard, Marquis Jones, Jon Hammond and Coach Jeff Lubreski.

Boys Basketball Team Wins First
Ever Conference Championship

By Greg Machos

For the first time in school
history, the South Plainficld Ti-
gers have appeared in and won
the Championship Game of the
Greater Middlesex Conference

Tournament. Last Thursday
night they defeated a familiar
opponent, Colonia, whom
they defeated twice during the
course of the regular season,
including a recent 63-55 win
at the Patriots home court on

Feb. 14.

Leading by only three at the
beginning of the fourth quar-
ter, 37-34, South Plainfield
went on a 20-6 surge in the
final period, starting the

Continued on page 9

Girls Reach GMC Semi-Finals

SPHS Varsity Basktetball team members are (Jessa Jones, Ngozi Okaraeke and Johanna
Hedler (team captains), Danielle Arndt, Coral Willis, Rachael Perez, Asia Hollis, Erika Blaszak,
Chaim Tomei, Dani-Jo Dimaria, Jasmine Hessing and Jessica Miller. The team is coached by
Bill Shulte; assistant coaches are Taryn Decker and John Greco.

South Plainficld’s girls bas-
ketball team, who racked up
an impressive 18-3 record this
season, advanced to the semi-
finals of GMC, before losing
to J.P. Stevens 44-31. They
advanced to the semi-finals

with an cCxciting come fron

behind win over Colonia.
South Plainfield lost to
Holmdel Tuesday night 57-

52, in the opening round of

the NJSTAA. This was the same

team that climinated them in

last year's tournament.

SPHS girl

|
irls team has

had a top flight program this
year under Coach Bill Schulte.
They won the White Division
and carned a fourth seed in the
Daniclle Arndt,

points in the loss to

tourncy. who

scored 10
Stevens, is one of the top play

I

ers along with Jessa Jones.

South Plainfield High School District 12 Wrestling champions.

SPHS Wrestlers Claim 20™
Consecutive District 12 Title

By Boh Hunter

T'he South Plainfield High
School Wrestling Team won
their 20 consecutive District
12 team ttle this past week-
end. The “streak.,” which 1s
now the longest in the state,
seemed to come particularly
casy, after coming off an em-
barrassing loss to Phillipsburg
in the sectiohal finals.

T'he Tigers advanced all
twelve wrestlers as they en-
tered the Region 3 tourna-
ment, which started this week
at Union High School.

The
individual champions and had

Tigers crowned six

five runner-ups and one third
place winner.

Claiming titles were Jimmy
Conroy (103), who pinned
Adei Afzal of New Providence
at 1:22. Conroy pinned Mike
Sarafati of North Plainfield at
2:36 in the semifinals.

The next winner was Sam
Martin (130), who won a 2-1

decision over Shane Ricco of

Watchung 2-1. Martin pinned
Ed Wasleski of North Plainfield
at 3:57 in the semifinals.
Peter DeAndrea (140),
who really stepped it up, won
by major decision over Omar
Carter of Plainfield 11-0.

DeAndrea pinned Amoine

Thomas of Middlesex at 3:00
in the semifinals. It was the
first individual title DeAndrea
won this year. He placed third

1N the three other tournaments

he wrestled in.

Senior Guy Severini (152)
put on a clinic when he de-
feated Dan Fellinger of New
Providence by major decision

13-5. In the semifinals, Sev-

erini pinned Randy Bisset of

Colonia at 0:52.

Rob Maistickle (215), has

Middlesex at 1:18. Elliot
pinned Bobby Fink of New
Providence in 0:52 in the
semi finals.

Claiming second place hon-
Ors were Bl Iy :\shmu t(112),
Mike Jakubik (119}, Nick Do-

(125) Paul Ritchey (145)
md Kevin Crilley (189). Nick

After winning the District 12 Team title last weekend, the
South Plainfield High School Wrestling Team advanced all
12 wrestlers who competed. After competing in the Region
3 prequarterfinals on Tuesday, five of those wrestlers ad-
vanced to the Region 3 tournament this weekend at Union
High School.

Curcio (135), who lost in the
semifinals, came back strong
and won his consolation final
for third place.

Overall, the team looked
ready to wrestle

been a steady force for the
Tigers lately. He came up big
with a 4-1 decision victory
over Alex Plotkin of Watchung
for the fifth Tiger tite. Mais-
tickle pinned Rul\\ Natale of
New Providence at 3:11 in the

semifinals.

and were
in good shape,
points to win the team title.
New
with 174 points and Watchung
1 ] 7‘\

scoring 250

Rvan Elliot (275), put Providence was second

the icing on the cake when

he pinned Chad Lasala of placed t

hird wi
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meeting agenda

Meets twice a month on the first and third Monday.
Borough Hall Council Chambers « Questions? 908-226-7605

Agenda Meeting Public Meeting
Monday, March 15 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Monday, April 5 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Monday, April 19 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday, May 4 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Monday, May 17 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Monday, June 7 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
All meetings of the Governing Body are heid in accordance with New Jersey Open Public

Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. « Guestions? 908-226-7641 "
March 9 and 23, April 6 and 20, May 11 and 25, June 8 and 22, July 6 and 20, Aug. 10 and 24,
Sept. 21, Oct. 12 and 26, Nov. 16 and 30 and Dec. 14 and 28.

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

March 11 and 25, April 8 and 22, May 13 and 27, June 10 and 24, July 8 & 22,
Aug. 12 and 26, Sept. 9 and 23, Oct. 14 and 28, Nov. 4 and 18 and Dec. 2 and 16.

boardofeducationmeetings

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.: March 9 and April 6.
Regular Board Meenng held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.: March 16 and April 13.

taxpayersadvisorygroup
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Borough
Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.
March 16, April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, Aug. 17,
Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16 and Dec. 21.

recreationcc

Meets once a month on the first Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7716
April 6, May 4, June 1, Aug. 3, Sept. 7, Oct. 5, Nov. 2 and Dec. 7.

environmentalcommission :

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7621

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. « Questions? 908-757-8100

trafficsafety :

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room, Borough Hall
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The South Plainfield Observer (U.S.PS. 018253) is published weekly, except
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2. Malil, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn’s Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix.netcom.com. Include
your name, address, telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email:
ggnan@aol.com or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the editor’s discretion to
limit the number of letters submitted by one mdmdua( on the same subject.
The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Observer. All letters must be submitted with name and phone number, for
verification.
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Letter to the Editor,

This is in response to Councilman
Petronko’s letter of Feb. 22. The Re-
publicans have always \uppomd the
Helen Strect l‘m;ut since its incep-
ton many vears ago. I am sorry that I
was unable to lmnd the meeting for
this on Feb. 11. It seems that Mr.
Butrico has done an exceptional job
of seeing that the project has been
moving forward and I applaud him for
that. The Republicans have never had
“asecret plan to accelerate the project.”
We have always been wondering why
every vear, a promise has been made
for a‘specific date of completion and
then that date has been changed after
the elections are over. We have not
shown a total lack of interest — maybe
only to Mr. Petronko and the current
coungil.

[ am appalled at the fact that Edison
Township has now scen the need to
put a stop to the project when it has
finally come so far. Where was Edison’s
concern when a builder put up all those
condos, townhouses and a huge bridge
right through the Dismal Swamp sev-
Ll‘ll years J(Y()’ Who was paid off for
that project? I work on the south side
of town. I know the tgaffic on Hamil-
ton Blvd. and Bclmogt Ave. I believe
that the Helen Street Project will take
the traffic away from Roosevelt School
on Belmont Ave., as well as Hamilton
Blvd. I do not see why l—d](son believes
that the truck traffic will go into their
township. Metuchen Road will be ex-
tended to Helen Street — ali in South
Plainfield. Edison, however, has posted
signs in their town pointing trucks into
South Plainfield along Maple Avenue
and Oak Tree Rd. I guess they don’t
want trucks in any part of their town,

‘bur it is okay for all trucks to be every-

where in South Plainfield.

On another issue —the comments
recently made by our Mayor and Su-
pcrmrcndcnt of Schools in the New
York Times. New business is good for
South Plainfield. It gives our residents
other choices of cating places and
places to shop. With all the develop-
ment of malls everywhere, it is nice to
be able to help local businesses suc-
ceed here in town. Olive Garden is not
an upscale restaurant. It is similar to
Bennigans, which we already have here
in South Plainfield. It is a nice family
restaurant. Starbucks coffee is another
coffee shop that is not upscale — there
are Starbucks coffee shops everywhere;
my son works for one. The Mayor’s
comments makes it sound like we are
a little hick town. Well, we are not!
We are a hard working community
that cares about the quality of life for
our families. Giving our families op-
tions as to where to shop locally is a
good thing.

As far as the Superintendents com-
ments—while you may have said ev-
erything you claim you said to the re-
porter from the Times, what they do
with it before it goes to print is an-
other thing. Again, your comments
which were reported, make it sound
like the community as a whole is un-
educated. Again, portraying us a hick
town in the middle of the sticks. We
have over 70% of our graduating stu-
dents going on to some form of higher
education. While it would be nice to
have 100% doing that, that is not a

’
7470 W
2525 Plainkield Dve.
South Plainkield

(908) 5612808

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Letters may be submitted to the Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080, by email: ggnan@aol.com,
or faxed to 908-668-8819. Deadline is Mon-
day, 5 p.m. Letters must be accompanied by
aname and telephone number for verification.
Limit letters to no more than 400 words. We
reserve the right to edit for clarity or length.
We reserve the right to limit the number of
letters submitted by one individual on the same
subject.

realistic number. Many students can-
not afford college and a number of stu-
dents have no desire to go on to col-
lege. But our school district makes
every option available to all students.
I have always been proud of our dis-
trict and what it has to offer. I agree
with Andrea LaCerda’s comments also
— the value of our properties is largely
tied in to how good the school dis-
trict is — the first question most people
ask before moving in to any town, is
how good are the schools?

I like South Plainfield. I have lived
here for 28 years. I plan on continu-
ing to live here and work here. I'am
one of the hard working people that
will continue to make my voice heard
about issues here in town. And while
I may not make every meceting of the
council and the School Board, T will
make every effort to make as many as
I can in the future. I encourage all resi-

dents to do the same.
MARJORIE M. REEDY

To the Editor,

One of the rules of reporting,
whether to make a project report or a
newspaper story, is to check the facts.
I suggest that the Times reporter go

back and check his facts. Then I ask
that he take a trip to the high school
and look at the “Wall of Fame.”

Many of the older generation didn’t
graduare from college because we were
patriotic and went into the service to
fight in WWIL Yes, many returnces
went on to college under the GI Bill,
but many others had to go to work,
because we had dropped out of high
school and never got that imporrant
piece of paper.

Although we are not all the so
called “rocket scientists,” we are the
people that put together the nuts and
bolts and wires that made rockets fly.

My children did very well. One
daughter is a registered nurse, another
has a Masters Degree in Public Health
Education. My son went to radio and
technology school and is now sales
manager for an office business ma-
chines company: I thank the good Lord
every day that they are doing so well.

My wife has three degrees. T bave
27 credits at Middlesex County Col-
lege and a Master Plumber license.

So, even without that piece of pa-
per which the reporter says is so im-
portant, we are doing all right. Yes,
with that paper we might be doing
better, but who knows.

SINCERELY
WILLIAM TUTHILL

To the Editor,

Last week’s paper contdined a let-
ter from Councilman Ray Petronko.
Conventional wisdom is that youdon’t
respond to cheap political potshots,
but this one deserved a response.

First, I want to agree with Petronko

(Continued on page 0)

Our Lady Of

Czestochowa

R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

Saturday eve.

% invites you to join their parishioners in worship

Regular Masses:

Daily at 8am, Wed. eve. at 7:30

at 5:30pm, Sunday morn. 8am & 11am

Stations of the Cross - 7:30pm
Every Friday during Lent

Of South

Slim and Tone

30 Minute Workout for Women

Plainfield

LOSE WEIGHT NOW!

Ideal for ages 13+
Clean, Private Setting

Friendly, helpful staff
(908) 769-0009

Staff Certified in CPR

$39
Monthly

No Initiation or
Process Fee

I Block from

Improve muscle tone and cardio fitness

Convenient ALL day hours

Mother/Daughter Special Rates

2601 Hamilton Boulevard

(Between Home Depot and Durbam Ave.)

SLIM

wamm A N D oo

TONE

30-Minute Workout
for Women

Rosemary Holt, PROPRIETOR
Vicky Kiczula, Co-MANAGER
Nancy Pasternak, Stare MEMBER
Melissa O'Connor, Stare MEMBER
Amy Leso, STAFF MEMBER

the Car Wash
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Class of 2004 Holds Fundraiser at Uno’s

Catherine Flannery with mom Nancy

Story/photos by Patricia Abbott

SPHS Senior Class President Brie-
tany DeNitzio always has her eye out
looking for creative ways to raise
money for the class of 2004. Not long
.lg_,nsh( discovered a creative and deli-
cious fundraiser that involved noth-
ing more complicated than gathering
friends and family to enjoy a meal at
Uno’s ( hld\g) Grill on Stelton Rd.
On Feb. 5, lxtwun 5and 10 p.m.,
plmupnlts n p()ssusl()n of a spuml
Uno’s coupon had 20 percent of their
check doratdd to the Class of 2004.
Approximately 100 people found that
it was indeed, “A tasty way to raise
dough!”

Brittany spotted information on
the fundraiser while dining at Uno’s
with her family. Manager Bill Vasata
worked with Brittany to organize the
event. The class raised almost $400.
Brittany was told the class did very well
u)mpmd to other groups who have
attempted the fundraiser.

Class Advisors Gina Solazzo and
Diana Joffe said, “We’re proud of all
our seniors for their enthusiasm and
support of this activity. Again, this
proves that initiative and team work
equals success. We would also like to
thank Pizzeria Uno for giving us this
opportunity to raise funds for the Class
of 2004 and the communiry members
who suppomd us.” The money will
be used for their prom and other class
expenses.

Local Churches Will Observe the Passion
of Christ During Lenten Season

The Christian churches of the South
Plainfield Ecumenical Association in-
vite the community to join them dur-
ing this Easter Season. The Ecumeni-
cal Association, a joint worship project
among the churches of South
Plainfield, have announced that there
will be a Lenten Worship Series held
at various churches in town. Lenten
season is a self-examination period. It
is the 40-day period between Ash
Wednesday and Palm Sunday.

The first of the worship services was
held on Wednesday, March 3 at \\l‘\k’)‘
United Methodist Church. Additional
Lenten Worship services will be held
at the following locations:

Tivesday, March 9 at The First Bap-
tist Church on Hamilton Ave.

School Board
Candidates
Will Run

Unopposed

This year’s school board election
candidates have no opponents.

The only candidates who have reg-
istered to run are the two incumbents,
Board President Pio Pennisi and Steve
Bohn and Terry Alexis, who was ap-
pointed to the seat vacated by Dawn
Jefferys, who resigned \udd«nl\ n
October. Voters \\1l| be allowed to
write in candidates, but it is unlikely
to have an effect on the election.

Voters will also asked to approve the
2004/2005 school budget. On Tues-
day, March 9, at the Committee of the
Whole meeting, the board is sched-
uled to adopt a tentative budget. The
meeting, which starts at 7 p.m., is held
at the Roosevelt Administration Build-
ing. The school board elections will be
held on Tuesday, April 20.

Craft Vendors
Needed at Riley

Vendors are needed for a Craft Fair
on Friday, A
the John E. Riley Elementary School.

pril 2, from 5-9 p.m. at

For additional information, call
(908) 561-2530 and ask for Laura.

Wednesday, March 17 at Sacred
Heart Church on South Plainfield Ave.

Tivesday, March 23 at St. Stephens
Lutheran Church on Park Ave.

Wednesday, March 31 at the Rescue
House of Prayer on Roosevelt Ave.

Tuesday, April 6 at The St. Stephens
Proto Martyr Church on Lane Ave.

Everyone is invited to establish a
spiritual discipline at this season and
sharpen their spirituality with vour
community. All services begin at 7:30
p.m.

Still seeking the Passion of the
Christ? Find it at Wesley United Meth-
odist Church located at 1500 Plainfield
Ave.

Wesley Church encourages every-

one to reach out to those in need of

His love during its Five Weeks of
Lenten Love program during Sunday
worship at 10:30 a.m. Each wecek a
different area of love will be empha-
sized. They will begin with love and
prayer and later love and presence, love
and gifts, love and service and love and
the hkdll.

This five-week Lenten observance
will conclude with a Prayer Vigil to be
held at Wesley Church on Saturday,

April 3 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. All are
welcome.

Wesley also invites everyone to
come back on Palm Sunday, April 4
and on Easter Sunday, April 11 at
10:30 for Sunday w orsh1p services.

Wesley C hurch will host a Maundy
Thursday Service on April 8 at 7:30
p-m. Share with us the celebration of
the Lord’s Supper.

On Good Friday we will join other
Christians of the South Plainfield Ecu-
menical Association to celebrate the
Lord’s Tenebrae on Friday, April 9 at
7:30 p.m.

Our jov 1s found as we conclude
with South Plainfield’s traditionally
held Easter Sunday Sunrise Service on
Sunday, April 11 at6:30 a.m. at Spring
Lake Park. This is a rain or shine com-
Munity event.

The April 2 Observer will be
mailed to EVERY HOME in
South Plainfield. To reserve
space, call (908) 668-0010.

Deavne is Magen 22

Fast ApprovALS...GREAT RATES...PERSONALIZED SERVICE
We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing
Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases * Refinance * Debt Consolidation
Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification Loans
Borrow up to 125% of Value * Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

Se Habla Espanel

908-822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ

Mike Dixon,
President

Licensed Mortgage Broker - NJ Dept. of Banking

Volunteers served over 200 dinners last Friday at Sacred Heart on
the first night of their annual Lenten fish fry. The fish dinners,
sponsored by the Society of Saint Vincent de Paul, are served from 5
| to 7 p.m. in the Sacred Heart Cafeteria and will continue each Friday
l during Lent.

Indian Temple Wants to
Locate in South Plainfield

During the past few months the
Board of Adjustment has held several

special meetings on the application of

the 1.S.5.0 (International Swamin-
arayan Satsang Organization) to open
a temple in South Plainfield on Fleet
Street, located off of Park Ave.
Applicant Dhruval Sheh testified
that the church will be open seven days
a week, but only hold services on Sun-
days between 5 and 6:30 p.m. and no
weddings or celebrations will be held
there. Regular attendance now is 150,
but could grow to about 250 people.
Last week’s special meeting, held at
the senior center, brought out many
residents from both Edison and South
Plainfield who will be directly affected
by the traffic pattern. Molly Swamina-

than, a traffic engineer, reported on the
results of a traffic study done in the
area of Fleer, Universal and Nevsky
streets, which cars will use to enter and
leave the temple. She testified it would
not create a traffic problem, because
they will be holding services on Sun-
d]\ evenings, when traffic is light.
Swaminathan based her report on two
traffic studies done of the area, one on
Wednesday and the other on a Sun-
day and included accident reports.

Residents expressed doubts on the
results of the traffic study; saying it is
difficult for them to turn left onto Park
Ave .

The 1.S.S.0. hearing will continue
on to the Board meeting held on
Thursday, March 11.

rﬁ Ll

NNNNNNNNNNY

_ Hot & Cold___
CATE =1 NG

v Quality "/ Service

v/ Value

t'ﬂll US TO ARRANGE YOUR PARTY! |

| BUYONE ||
1 6"HERO 1|

oo | 9500 | |
o (e O METOWN
. ORDER | |
1= ., 11 OVERS$50 |(908) 755-HERD 14375)-

Valid thru 3/12/04 \ Vaiid thru 3/12/04

“Quality Food For
Everyday Heroes™

HEROS

340 Hamilton Blvd.,

OPEN 7DAYS

6T H ANNRNGU

g
3
&
:
:
3

WWW.CLIvesinfernational.cor

ag of non-perishable food iems this

[om This Week [EAEEEEES

3)0

week (March 8-12) o your local Curves
and join with no service fee. All groceries will

Service Fee™ | be donated to local food banks.

Cuﬁ/e&

WET 10 am

aze yourself.™

ey
b A

908 - 757 - 4422
27 South Phunfickd Avenue
South Planficld, N 07088

908 - 232 - 3200
299 \\ulh Avenue Fast
Westficld, NJ 070090
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VFW Couniry Breakfast
March 7

The VFW Memorial Post #6763,
located on Front St., will be hosting a
Country Breakfast on Sunday, March
7, from 8 to 11 a.m. The donation is
$5 and children 12 vears and under
are $3. For more informaton, call
(908) 668-9751 after 3 p.m. daily and
12 Noon on weekends.

Jr. Baseball Club
Presents Pro Wrestling
March 8

The South Plainfield Junior Base-
ball Club will hold a fundraising Pro
Wrestling match at the South Plainfield
Middle \"chcx)l on March 6. Doors
open at 7 p m., bell ime is 8 p.m.

Cost of tickets are $25, $20 and
$15. Tickets are available ar Sport-
world or art the door.

SPHS Athletic Booster
Club Meeting
March 9

The next SPHS Athlenic Booster
Club mieeting is Tuesday, March 9 at
7:30 p.m. in the high school cafetera.
They will be discussing officers for next
vear, special track meet, Senior Letter
winner dinner, any requests from the
coaches and any topics about the stu-
dent-athletes. Winter Sports Awards
will be held Wed. March 17, 2004 at
7 p.m. in the high school auditorram
See you all there! Go TIGERS!

Fibromyaigia Civornic
Fatigue Support Group
March 9

If vou suffer from CFS and/or
Fibromyalgia, please join us at our next
support wmup meeting on Tuesday,
March 9 from 7-8:30 p.m. at I’Jl"nm
Covenant Church, 517] Park \\u For
more information, please contact Jeff
Wassen at (908) 561-7341.

Morris Ave. Seniors
Atlantic City Trip

March 9

The seniors at 151 Morris Ave. are
planning a bus trip to Atlantic City on
qum ay, March 9 to the Showboat
Casino. The cost is $15 and vou re-
ceive $15 from the casino. The bus
leaves the senior residence at 151
Ave.
The trip is open to the public. Bring a
friend: For informz nmnurmpuuh ase
a ticket, contact Frank (908) 753-1083
or Cricket at (908) 753-7027.

SPHS PTA Auction/Raffle
March 13

he SPHS PTA’s Project Gradua-
mm.\uuun Raffle will be held on Sat-
urday;, March 13 in the South Plainfield
High School Gymnasium. All pro-

> N
Send Us
Your

FEvents?

at 9 am. and rerams at 7:30 p.m.

Mail or drop off stories and
photos to South Plainfield
Observer, 1110 Hamilton
Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080, fax (908)

668-8819; or email to
ggnan@aol.com.
- 24

i

vVhats
happening

MARCH

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

Senior Center

EVENTS

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 A.M. TO 12:30 PM.

MONDAY

EVENTS
-

TUESDAY

Monthly meetings will now be on the third Thursday of the month FINIIGW
Pathmark 9am
Practical Crafting
10am to 11am
Income Tax Preparation
9am-Noon

Pinochle Club 1pm

March 17-Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse “The Rainmaker”

April 7—Atlantic City Trip to Taj Mahal
May 26— Hunterdon Hills

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Playhouse “Everyone Loves Opal”

Adult Crafts
9:30-11:30am

Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class
11:30am-12:30pm

Ladies Social
Group 10am

Bingo 10am-2pm

Lunch Available
Income Tax Prep 9am-Noon| 11am & 1pm
Computer Class 12-2pm | Line Dancing 10am

TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SENIOR

Bingo 10am-2pm
Pizza Lunch
Bridge Club 12:30pm

& 9

Exercise 8:45—91451 O
Movie Time 11:30am
AARP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class

9

Atlantic City Trip §

Weekly Shopping

at Pathmark 9am

Practical Crafting 10-11am

Income Tax Prep
9am-Noon

Pinochle Club 1pm

Bingo 10am-2pm
Pizza Lunch Avail. 1 2
Bridge Club 12:30pm

11

ITIZEN'S CENTER, VISIT THE CENTER.

ceeds benefit the SPHS Class of 2004°s
Project Graduation.

For tickets or auction information,
call (908) 756-3731 or (908) 756-
6512 or email ando1932@aol.com.

Elks Holding Corned
Beef Dinner
March 13

The South Plainfield Elks Veterans
committee will be sponsoring their an-

wal Corned f and Cabbage din-

Beet
ner at the Elks Club on New Market
Ave on Saturday, March 13 from 4:30

| 109 pm. The all you eat dinner 15 $10

{ Columbus will

for adults and $5 for children and in-
cludes beer, soda, coffee and cake. For
information, call for in(908) 756-6406.

' AARP Chapter 4144

Meeting
March 15

The South Plainfield Chapter of
AARP will meet on Monday, March
15 at the senior center at 12:30 p.m.
The program will feature the RSVP
entertainers Mel Shcr\\'ym stand-up
comedian and Jocelyn Hill, cabaret
singer. The defensive drivers course
scheduled for Mar. 10, 11. 13 and 20
1s filled. Another course will be sched-
uled in a few months.

| Knights of Columbus

Morms |

' St Patrick's Party

March 20

The South Plainfield Knights of
hold their annual St.

Patrick's Day Party on Saturday, March
| 20 ar the Knights hall at 334 Hamilton
| Blvd. from 8p.m. to 12 p.m. The cost

is $20 per person, which includes a
corn beef
includes an open bar (beer, wine and

“and cabbage dinner. It also

soda) and a DJ will be playing classic
Irish music. If interested please con-
tact Jim Shea at (908) 756-0478 for
tickets because seats are limited.

' Franklin PTA Auction/

Raffle Night
March 20
The Franklin School PTA is spon-
soring their annual Auction/Raffle
Night. The event will be held on Sat-
urday, March 20 at 6:30 p-m. at the
South Plainfield High School Gym.
Every advanced ticket sale receives
a complimentary ticket for grand prize
drawing. Food is welcomed and soft
drinks will be available for purchase.
Price of the tickets are $7 in advance

and $10 at the doar. For more infor-
mation or to purchase tickets, call
Dorothea at (908) 753-711Z or Terry
at (908) 753-2864.

Troop 207 Chili Fest
March 21

BSA Troop 207 from the Knights
of Columbus will hold their 5th an-
nual “All You Can Eat Chili Fest” on
Sunday, March 21 at the South
Plainficld High School Cafetéria from
310 7 Tickets are $4 each and
are can be purchased from any Troop
AN Stourarrar ghe daar Thic fand-
raiser benefits the troop to help them
in purchasing camping supphes that
are needed. Please come and support
our Troop and enjoy the Chili.

For additional information please
call (908) 753-2562. Hope to see you

p-m.

Columbiettes Easter

Bunny Brunch
March 21

The South Plainfield Columbiettes
will hold their annual Easter Bunny
Brunch on Sunday, March 21 in the
cafeteria of Sacred Heart School, off
South Plainfield Ave. Doors will open
at 12:30 p.m. and a buffer style-lun-
cheon will be served at 1 p.m.

Cost 1s $12 for adults and $10 for
children ages one to 12. All young
sters through age seven will receive a
basket from the bunny and there will
be games and prizes for all ages.

Reservations must be made in ad-
vance and will be accepted on a first
come, first served basis, as the event
does sell out. Please give the ages of
the youngsters when reserving because
the lnskus are age-appropriate. For
tickets and mt()rm ation, contact either
Annemaric at (732) 549-2643 or Geri
at (908) 753-2032.

Czestochowa Plans

Chicken Dinner
March 27

The Annual Parish Chicken Dinner
will be held on Saturday, March 27
from 4 to 7:30 p.m. at Our Lady of
Czestochowa Parish Hall on Hamilton
Blvd., sponsored by the Rosary Soci-
ety. The donation is $7 for adults and
$3.50 for children five through 12.
Children under five are free. For pickup
orders call the OLC Hall at (908) 753-
4077 on Saturday, March 27 after 3
p.m. No tickets are necessary to attend
the event.

| Mic takes place from 8 to 11

— Out of Town —

Touchstone Open
Forum for Educators
March 5

On March 5 local teachers, students,
artistsand administrators will converge
at the Touchstone Caf¢ in reaction to
the No Child Left Behind Act and
other issues that pose challenges for
our public educational svstem. The Open
p.m.

Admussion is a suggested donation
of $5 per person, payable at the door.
Free parking is available next to the
theatre. Touchstone is located at 321
East Fourth St. For informaton, call
Touchstone Theatre at (610) 867-1689.

Blues Rising Stars Perform
March 6

Blues will perform at the Paramus
Picture Show-35 Plaza, 65 Route 4
West in Paramus. Doors open at 7:30
p-m., show starts at 8 p.m. Priceis S16.
For more information, call (800) 594-
TIXX or (201) 845-6112.

Edison Symphony
Finale Concert
March 6

The Edison Arts Society has an
nounced that the Edison Symphony
Orchestra Season Finale concert will
be presented at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
March 6 at the Middlesex County
College Performing Arts Center.

Reserved seats for this concert are
on sale: adults at $30 each and stu
dents at $25. Ask about our special
Movie Magic dinner/concert package
offered at $45 per person in conjunc
tion with the Sheraton Edison Hotel.
Group rates are available and both Visa
and MasterCard are accepted.

Call the Edison Arts Society office at
(908) 753-ARTS now to reserve best
seating!

Dunellen American

Legion Breakfast
March 7

The Dunellen American Legion
Post 119 is sponsoring an ‘All You Can
Eat Breakfast’ on Sunday, March 7,
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The menu in-
cludes eggs/omelets, homemade pan-
cakes, waffles and French toast with
whipped cream and fruit, bacon and
sausage, country style biscuits and
gravy, homefries, toast, coffee cake and
coffee and tea. Donation is $6.

The breakfast will be ar the Dunellen

American Legion Post 119, located at
137 New Market Rd. in Dunellen.

Chinese Auction at
Resurrection of Christ
March 7

A Chinese Auction will be held at
the Resurrection of Christ Church,
649 Bound Brook Rd. Rt. 28 in
Dunellen on Sunday, March 7. Doors
openat 12 noon, calling begins at 2 p.m.

A large variety of items are offered,
including Easter items, perfumes,
houschold items and gift certificare.
The kitchen will be open to purchase
tood. Free cotfee and cake is available
and there will be door prizes. The do-
nation is $5 a person.

For more information, call (732)
873-1731 or (732) 752-5741. Snow

date is Sunday, March 14.

Wardlaw Hartridge

Skill Sessions
March 7-14 & 21

Wardlaw Hartridge School in
Edison is offering three “skill” sessions
on Sunday, March 7, 14-and 21, from
10 a.m. to 12 Noon. The cost of all
three sessions is $100. They are open
to boys and girls grades five through
12. For questions, call Shotman Bas-
ketball at (908) 917-8385.

Middlesex East
WOWs Meeting

| March 9

The Middlesex East Widows or
Widowers will hold their business
meeting on Tuesday, March 9, start
ing at 7:30 p.m. at the Carteret Com
munity Center located at Pershing and
Cooke Avenues, Carteret. Light re
freshments and socializing to follow:
For more mformanon, contact Tony
at (732) 727-1410 or Lois at (908)

757-0515.

Moonrakers Tall Club
March 9
The New Jersey Moonrakers Tall

Club, Inc.,

VICE Organization serving \npk of

asocial and community ser-
“taller-than-average,” will hold its
monthly “Meet and Greet™ social at the
Saddle Brook Marriott Hotel, located
between Rt. 80 and the GSP in Saddle
Brook on Tuesday, March 9 at 8 p.m

For further information visit our
website at htp://www.njtall.org or

email us at newicrsey@tall.org,

Woodbridge WOW'’s

Business Meeting
March 10

The Woodbridge Arca Widows or
Widowers (WOWs) will have a busi-
ness meeting and wcnl on Wednes-
day, March 10 at 7 p.m. in the main
Public Libr ary, George Frederick Plaza,
Amboy Ave. in Woodbridge. Light re-
freshments will be served.

For more information, call (732)

297-1775.

B’nai B’rith Plans Trip
to Museum
March 14

The B’nai Brith Ketubah Married
Couples Unit (40+) will be going to
the Montclair Art Museum in
Montclair on Sunday, March 14 at
1:30 p.m. The cost is $6.50 per per-
son. Prospective members are welcome
to come. R.S. VD to Elaine at (908)
232-0062 by March 12.
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Oppelt Named
to Dean’s List

Hartwigk College senior Sarah A.
Oppelt of}South Plainfield, daugh-
ter of Richard and Joanne Oppelt,
has been named to the fall term
Dean’s I,ist,‘\r Hartwick College.

Inclusion on Hartwick’s Dean’s

At the February Girl Scouts Leaders Meeting held at the Elks Club, Junior
Girl Scout Troop #136 from Franklin School performed the flag ceremony
for leaders, family and friends. Pictured from left to right: (back row)
Crystal Hay, Jesse Doyle, Jessica Bohn, Gabriella Lewis, Jenna Cianfrocca,
Allyson White, Alexis Cargill, (front row) Monika Tarnawska, Olga

List is an indication of excellent aca-
demic work, including the comple-
tion of a full course load with at least
a 3.5 grade point average, based on

Jastrzebski, Jennifer Tercek and Kalty Stammgs

Council Unrespons1ve to
Second Senior Residence

Ata recent informal hearing in front
of the Borough Council, Sam Bitonti
of Bitonti l)x\d()pmun introduced a
plan to build a second senior residence
next to the present 100-unit building
on Morris Ave.

The five story building would be
located on the wooded property next
to the current senior residence and would
also contain 100 units and 120 parking
spaces.

However, the mayor and members
of the council were not too respon-
sive to the plan, siting the fact that a
school is located directly across the
street and another 100 unit residence
is right next door, which would pro-
duce another 100+ cars entering and
leaving the parking lot. They also felt
two five-story buildings and a school
would make thar neighborhood too
dense.

Supporting the plans was Council-

man Ed Kubala, who said the waiting
list at the present senior residence is
almost 100. He said the council should
study all of the benefits before reject-
ing the plan, explaining that seniors
need an affordable place to live so they
won't be forced to move out of town.
Having 100 additional units available
would benefit many seniors who could
not otherwise afford to stay in South
Plainfield, he concluded.

Frank Mikorski, commenting on the
plans, said that traffic would not be a
problem, because the school board al-
Jotted $1 million to study and create
new safety traffic patterns around the
schools. Mayor Gallagher replied that
traffic is (ml\ one of the problems with
building a new residence on that prop-
erty.

The council asked that Bitonti look
to see if another 3-4 acre site could be
found in the Borough.

Enter Design a T-Shirt Contest!

['he Clean Community Advisory
Board of South Plainficld 1s holding
a Design a T-Shirt Contest for its
2004 Annual Spring Clean Up. The
contest is open to any child in grades
K-12 who resides in South Plainfield
and wishes to enter and comply with
the rules and regulations.

T-shirt designs should demonstrate
this vear’s theme: “Clean Streets
Equal Clean Streams.” Designs must
be received in Borough Hall by
March 22 and should be mukgd At-
tention Alice Temple.”

Prizes will be awarded according
to age and distributed at the Clean
Up Picnic on April 17. A free t-shirt

will be given to the first 40 children
who preregister and participate in the

1L

*3 OFF

12 Pieces of
Chicken
Or any purchase
of $20 or more

“Chickon
Holiday

South Plainfield
908-755-1155
Prhiba

3600 G Park Ave.
Intersection of Park Ave.
and Oak Tree Rd.
South Plainfield

908-755-1155
Open 7 Days @@
10:30am-10:30pm 7 Days

—
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e
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8 Pieces of I
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uf $10 or more
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.
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908-755-1155

clean up on

April 17.

To receive an J}‘Phk.i“(‘!‘ contact |

226-

Alice Tempel at (908) 7521.
Questions may be directed Marie

Markey at (908) 755-3213.

WITH any purchase
One per customer

HOURS: Tues 3-7,
Wed Thurs Fri

*Major credit cards accepted *
Private parking for you®
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South Plainfield
908755-1155

Wich this coupe

DINNER FOR TWO 511-%
8 PIECES OF CHICKEN
Y2 Ib. Salad of Your Choice

Single Order of French Fries

or Mashed Potato & Gravy

CHICKEN & SHRIMP °16°°

8 PIECES OF CHICKEN
20 PIECES OF SHRIMP

Y Ib. Salad of Your Choice
Single Order of French Fries
or Mashed Potato & Gravy

“Chicken YChicken
" Holiday “Holiday
South Plaintield South Plainfield

9087551155

e e v ol L e e e e ol e e e

Eat In Or Take Out!

Call Ahead for Speedy Pickups!

Discounts for Large Parties & Catering

a 4.0 scale.

Oppelt is majoring in Biology.

Hartwick College is an innova-
tive, private, coeducational institu-
tion of 1,450 students. Its “liberal
arts in practice” tradition engages
students in practical, course-related
actvities throughout their college
careers. The College is a leader in
integrating adv mud technology
nto th classroom and among smlll
colleges, its study- abroad program
is ranked nationally in the percent-

age of students who study abroad.

Bishop Named
10 Dean’s List

Kimberly Bishop was named to the
Dean’s Honor List at Kean Univer-
sity for the Fall 2003 semester. Kim-
berly is enrolled in the Early Child-
hood Education Program. She is the
daughter of Scot and Debra Bishop.

Thomas Troia on
Dean’s List

Thomas Troia of South Plainfield
was named to the Dean’s List for the
fall 2003 semester at Pratt Instrute,

| School of
lvn, NY
mas, Sr. and Gina Troia. |

Art and Design in Brook-
Tho-

Ie 1s currenthy

I'homas 1s the son of

| a sophomore majoring in Communi-
| catons Design.

20% OFF
Our Beautiful

& Dol Collection
3/6103/28

(Cannot be
combined:!

Maureen's Glﬂ Siudw

10-6, Sun 12-4 New Boutique located near Grove Ave. at:

o eus. 1818 Oak Tree Road, Edison 732-205-1818

.Look for the colorful flying flags!
Check our In-House Specials!

19 OFFi1 52 OFF

8 Pieces of
Chicken
Or any purchase
uf $10 or more

. DO et
The Merchandise

Il 18 Pieces of
[1 Whole Wings
Or any purchase
of $15 or more

‘*\

908755-1155

With ¢ w

FAMILY CHICKEN FIESTA_ *16°°

12 PIECES OF CHICKEN
Y2 1b. Salad of Your Choice

Double Order of French Fries

or Mashed Potato & Gravy

CHICKEN & RIBS 518
8 PIECES OF CHICKEN
5 SPARE RIBS

Y2 Ib. Salad of Your Choice

Single Order of French Fries

or Mashed Potato & Gravy

southplainfieldpeople

Milestones

Veinott Placed on Academic Honors List at
California University of Pennsylvania

Philip Veinott’s grades for the Fall
semester of 2003 were of such high
quality that he has earned a place on
the Academic Honors List for Cali-
fornia University of Pennsylvania. This
Honors List is restricted to full-time
students who carn a grade point aver-
age of 3.25 of higher. Philip’s grade
point average was 3.5.

Philip is a member of the Califor-
nia University’s basketball tcam. The
team is third in the East Region, first
in the Pennsylvania Athletic Confer-
ence and 16" in the nation.

Philip was a graduate of the South
Plainfield High School’s Class of
2003. He is the son of George and
Maureen Veinott. both of South
Plainfield.

Local Students Shine in “Guys and
Dolls” Production at I/Vardlaw-Harmdge

Melissa DuPont of South Plainfield,
playing Adelaide in “Guys and Dolls”
tries to get the attention of Greg
Moran of l’lunmld who plays N athan
Detroit, in the March 4-6 Wardlaw-
Hartridge Upper School production
of the Frank Loesser show.

With a nightly curtain of 7:30, the
musical, which features such well-
known songs as If I were a Bell, Luck be
a Lady Tonight and A Bushel and a Peck,
1s open to the public.

Adulr tickets are $5 and may be
purchased at the door.

For more information, please call
(908) 754-1882 during school hours.

[

Philip Veinott

Photo by Susan Dougherty

Melissa DuPont and Greg Moran

By
Share your good news' |

ATTENTION LADIES!

Announcing The Opening of the Hottest 30
Minute Circuit Training & Weight Loss Center

Ladies Only - No Guys
® 26 Station Circuit Training

® Award Winning
Weight Loss System

® Fast - Safe - Simple
® Quick Results

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
902 Oaktree Road
Intersection of Park Ave. & Oak Tree Rd.
Across from the Super A&P

cALL (908)756-9911 now:!

www.ladiesworkoutexpress.com

Ladies Workout Express is a subsidiary of Lady Of America,
The World s Largest Chain of Women Only Fitness Centers.




e H -

« Your #1 Source for Local News - South Plainfield Observer -

March 5, 2004

SPHS Students Get Special
Valentine's Day Delivery

South Plainfield High School chorus members played cupid the day
before Valentine's Day, delivering dozens of singing “telegrams”
throughout the school. For $3 to $5 students could send a message
and have a song.dedicated to that special someone. Participating
students split into several groups, each with a list of dedications
and a CD player with recorded music. This year Chris Abbott, Joshua
Jackson and Joe Rodrigez added something extra to the serenades-

live music. Joshua or Chris played guitar while singing with Joe.

-By Patricia Abbott

INYOUROPINION

Students Become
Ornithologists
for the Winter

Who says birds fly south for the
winter, besides social studies teacher
Terry Allen?

The students in Mr. Cefalo’s Science
Class at the Middle School know bet-
ter. They are participating in the Class-
room FeederWatch Program. This part
of the seventh grade science curricu-
lum uses technology via the Internet
to track birds that are indigenous to
Central Jersey.

In conjunction with Cornell
University’s Lab of Ornithology and
the National Audubon Society, stu-
dents observe birds feeding at the
birdfeeders they made in class, which
were placed in trees throughout the
Middle School’s courtvard.

The voung observers then enter
their data via the Internet, which is
tied into Cornell’s database in Ithica,
New York. At the end of March, they
will share their results with about 200
other middle schools participating in
the program.

“It was cool to make the bird-
feeders, and the project is interesting.
I can’t wait to go out there and look,”
says student Afart Kopchak.

Mr. Cefalo dgrees. “The kids are re-
ally into this prolaa They might not
enjoy going out there in the L()ld, but
it’s a great experience for them.”

Coffeehouse to Benefit Haunted Tour 2004

Almost Famous Il’laymx the theater
troupe that brought South Plainfield
the Putnam PJII\ Haunted Woods
Tour, is gearing up for Halloween
2004. On March 27 at the PAL they
will sponsor an evening Coffechouse
featuring the music of Justina, accom-
panied by Steve Ambielli. Also sched-
uled to appear are Abby Falato and
other local talent mdudlng Katie Mortt,
Joe Rodrigez and Chris Abbott. The
music is sure ta please people of all
'15_,(& A PAL card is not needed to at-

(Continued from page 2)

on two things. The Helen St. project
is important, and I too wish T had been
at last week’s meeting abour it.

Unlike the many council meetings
I've attended where Petronko and his
fellow Democrats act like bobble-head
dolls chanting “yes” to party leaders,
the Helen Street meeting sounds like
it had some substance. That’s no ex-
cuse for not attending. Again, I wish
I had been there. But it’s ironic that
the man who could not find time to
debate last year is the same one writ-
ing letters and criticizing others.

Contrary to Petronko’s implication,
Republicans support the Helen Street
project. Our chief criticism, however,
is that we should not be risking every-
thing on one endeavor. We've been
talking about Helen Street for over a
decade, and in the meantime the coun-
cil has not taken a single step to lessen
traffic.

That being said, 1 stll must com-
ment on the remainder of Petronko’s
letter. If nothing else he has gall. How
he and his fellow Democrats can throw
stones when it comes to Helen Street
is unfathomable. They bungled the
project so badly that it’s now ten
vears—thart’s right, ten years—behind
schedule. (Originally completion was
promised for 1997; now it’s promised
for 2007).

Maybe a little history is in order.
Newspaper clippings show the follow-
ing: When running for council in 1996
Democrats Vokral and Kubala prom-
ised completion of Helen Street by

1997. It never happcncd Then, four
years later (when running for council
in fall 2000), Ray Petronko promised
completion by the end of 2002. One
must question the sincerity of that

promise, because just two months
later—after the elecion—Democrats
admitted the project would take at
least another five vears. I can see why
Petronko didn’t mention these things
in his letter. It’s not easy to admit that
you and your party have repeatedly
misled the public.

Criticizing someone for missing a
meeting is one thing, bur misleading
voters to get clected is another. So is
sitting on your hands while your party
holds an illegal meeting at which it
discriminates against a job applicant
because she is a working mother. And
what about sitting idly by while your
party doles out no- bid contracts to
people who give big bucks to your
clection campaign? Or turning your
head when fellow Democrats on the
council give favors (i.c., Borough-
owned land) to a builder who is a cam-
paign mega-contributor?

Yes Ray, you show up at meetings.
But given w ‘hat you allow to take place
W hm you’re thcm does your presence
make a difference?

ROBERT JONES, JR.

Dear Editor,

Democratic Councilman Ray
Petronko complains about poor atten-
dance at the Helen St. Project meet-
ing. He claborates that such an im-
portant project should have created
more interest. I have to agree with Mr.
Petronko. It is an important project
for the betterment of this community.

As past Republican candidate, we
made a suggestion to open Hollywood
Ave. to Metuchen Rd. Trucks would
make a right turn off Hamilton Blvd.
onto Ryan St., which runs into Hol-
lywood Ave. This was indicated on
your plans Helen St. Project. In which

i1s a start to get rid of truck traffic from
Roosevelt School. Hollywood Ave.
ends two hundred vards from the Re-
cycling Center. From that point to
Metuchen Rd. is excavating and a
small bridge across the brook.

But our Mayor stated NO!

So why should anyone attend a
meeting, give their views on this
project, when in reality you're going
to say no to any su%un()n

So Mr. Pctronko, if you're upset and
annoyed because no one attended your
meeting, then find out where the fault
lies.

You must agree for 20 years your
political party has been using this

completion. In fact members of our
present council didn’t live in town.
And some were still in high school.

It’s my opinion Hdm St. story is
worn out. People like myself would
have rather gone to the hlgh school
basketball game.

When you plan on construction that
enters wetlands, you are opening
Pandora’s Box. Without mentioning
additional cost.

You made reports of DOT paying
for this project. But that was untrue.
Now you’re saying the federal govern-
ment is paying for it. But who from
the federal government made this
commitment?

Then we hear this project is no cost
to the taxpayer. This is also untrue.

Tell us how much money was spent
on this project, with nothing to show
for it other than plans in Borough
Hall? If any, money used on this
project is still taxpayers’ moncy.

Maybe you should have the next
meeting at Dunkin Donuts.

THANK YOU,

JAKE CATALDO

From the South Plainfield lerary

Bookm

By Joan Delman

March 1s Women’s History Month,
and the library has many biographies
appropriate for elementary and middle

school students on a wide variety of

famous wamen, as well as other books
of women’s history and biography
suitable for older students and adult
readers. Additional materials on
women’s history may be found in the
reference collection. If you can’t get
to the library but have home access to
the internet, there are many good
websites on women’s history, such as
the National Women’s Hall of Fame
(www.greatwomen.org) and the Na-
tonal Women’s History Project (www.
nwhp.org). To look at these and other
relevant sites, go to the library’s home-
page at www.southplainfield.lib.nj.us,
and click on *“Websites of the Month’.

Our ‘Websites of the Month’ page
offers timely links for all kinds of holi-
days, events, and observances. In ad-
dition to Women’s History Month, the
March page features links for Saint
Patrick’s Day and National Nutrition
Month, as well as our regular feature

brarian on duty with questions about
using a u)mpum lmrmnxb r how to use
amouse or just how to gain confidence
on the Internet.

Children’s Programs: Storytime and
craft for ages 3 and up: Join Miss
Linda for stories and a fun craft. Tues-
day mornings at 10:30 a.m., Wednes-
day evenings at 6:30 p.m. and Thurs-
day afternoons at 1:15 p.m.

Books-n-Babies for ages up to
three: Join Miss Linda for nursery
rhymes and simple songs on Fridays
10:30-11 a.m.

On Display-Handmade Dolls by
Vivian Lee and Historic Hadley Air-
port photographs by the South Plain-
field Historical Society.

Coming Soon!-Antiques Appraisal,
Sunday, March 14, 2-4 p.m. Certified
antiques appraiser, Alan G. Snyder,
president of A.G. Snyder & Associates
of Watchung, is a long-time profes-
sional in the field of antiques and ap-
praisals. Each participant is limited to
two items. No registrations 1is re-
quired. Free!

Visit us on the web: www.south

plainfield.lib.nj.us

project in every election with dates of

on each month’s Literary Birthdays.
This Week at the Library:
Adult Programs—-Drop-in computer
and Internet traiming—Mondays, 7:15-
8:45 p.m. Stop by to speak to our li-

Junior Baseball Club
Scholarship Applications

The South Plainfield Junior Base-
ball Club is now accepting applica-
tions for their college scholarship-
Applications can be picked up at the
guidance department of the South
Plainfield High School or by con-
tacting the SPJBC at (908) 754-
2090.

The applicant must be a gradu-
ating high school student this June.
Must be a South Plainfield resident
and must have participated in the
South Plainfield Junior Baseball
Club for a minimum of five years.

tend the show.

The Coffechouse runs from 7-10
p-m. Tickets are $5; Tiger gold card
and SPHS Gold card holders pay $4,
and may be purchased in advance or
at the door. Reserve tables for groups
of six or more. Refreshments will be
sold. Proceeds will benefit Almost Fa-
mous Players, helping the group pur-
chase materials for sets and costumes
for their second annual Haunted Hal-
loween show.

To reserve tickets, call (908)
8011 and a leave a message.

Please note that the filing dead-
line is April 1. \

i

756-

Do You or a Loved One Need Home Care?

We provide:

* Skilled Nursing Care

* Home Health Aides
Homemakers

* Baby Nurses

* Live-In's/Hourly

Certified, Licensed & Bonded

You can receive the care you need in the FI-

privacy of your own home.

Call Dorson Home Care.
732-376-0003 +886-576-3460+973-672-7691
“Demonstrating Healtheare With Jntegrity”

Fowe

What is the value
of your home?

Call fora
Complimentary Market Evaluationl

Servin? South Plainfield since 1976
A resident of South Plainfield for over 45 years
One-on-One personal service

“Pnofit From The Experience”

@ @n{uy

Moretti Realty
CENTURY 21 MORETTI REALTY

Life member of the
New Jersey Association
of Realtors
Distinguished Sales Club

Evelyn

Sherwood Evelyn Sherwood, Broker-Associate Licensed Real Estate Broker
Broker-  0Office: (908) 755-5051 Ext. 313
Associate

(908) 753-1346 Evenings  Email: sherwoode@morettirealty.com

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
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Ladies Workout Express Opens in Town

By Jane Dornick
Ladies Workout Express opened

their doors on Feb. 16. Located at 902
Qak Tree Rd., across from Mc-

Donalds, the woman’s only gym of-
fers a complete 30 minute exercise
workout at affordable rates.

The club is owned and operated by
two husband and wife teams. Shawn

Co-owners Shawn Paterno and at Smith show new member Barbara

Zirger how the equipment works.

and Amy Paterno have been athletic
trainers for many years. Shaw has been
a trainer at Union Twsp. High School
for eight years and his wife Amy is a
physic al education teacher in Bernards-
ville. Co-owners Pat and Kim Smith,
along with the Paterno’s, spent a week
attending classes at the Ladies Work-
out of America Health Club Univer
sity in Ft. Lauderdale prior to open-
ing the facility, learning about fitness,
nutrition and how the equipment
works. Ladies Workout Express has
beery growing in popularity through-
out the country for 20 years.

l“\prus s 30 minute interval circuit
training offers resistance training on
various equipment geared specifically
towards woman. The difference be-
tween Express and other clubs is that
they change the equipment around,
vary-the lmgrh of time you spend on
cach machine and the resistance level,
so you don’t get bored. The first 100
members pay no money down. So
give them a try!

Ladies Express Workout is open
Monday through Friday 7 a.m. until
1 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. They
arc open Saturdays from 8 a.m. to |
p.m. and closed on Sunday. For fur-
ther information call (908) 756-9911.

Juniorettes Collecting Prom

By Patricia Abbott

The South Plainfield Juniorettes
latest project is a special one. The girls
are secking donations for Catherine’s
Closet, a New Jersey not-for-profit
corporation dedicated to providing
inner city girls in New Jersey and New
York with prom gowns. The dresses
can be any size and should be new or
no more than three years old. Plus size
dresses 14 and up are desperately
needed according to the website
info@catherinescloset.org. Additional

qualifications are; age approriate styles
and the dresses should be new or worn

only once. Shoes and accessories are
also accepted. Items can be brought
to the South Plainfield Public Library
from Monday, March 8 through Sat-
urday, March 13 . Donations will go
to the organization’s Wayne, New Jer-
sey office For more information con-
tact njjuniorettes@vyahoo.com or call
Jessica at (908) 756-7487.

The organization was founded by
a friend of Catherine Johnson, an
honor student and valedictorian of her
class at Clifford Scott High School in
East Orange, who was killed by a 14-
year-old in a stolen vehicle. Catherine’s
prom had been a special memory and

CURE THE WINTER BLUES
WITH SOME FUN IN THE SUN!

EMW
Our Staff!

.. FIRST CLASS TRAVEL -

Your Concierge To The World PN
(908) 753-3777 =N

Travel Professionals Specializing in
Honeymoons, Cruises, Family & Group Travel

129 South Plainfield Ave. south Plainfield  travelbymichele@msn.com

OPENING SOON!
Stepping Stones

LEARNING CENTER

4001 Hadley Road - Suite F, South Plainfield, NJ
(Located down the road from Kmart)

» Ages 2'4-5 years

» State-licensed, Certified,

Experienced Staff

Y YNV Y

Enroll Now

» Full or Half Day Sessions
» Full Day Kindergarten with Before & After School Care
» Nursery School Program for 3 & 4 Year Olds
» Developmentally Appropriate Curriculum

» Cold Breakfast and Snacks are Included

» Large Indoor and Outdoor Play Areas

Open Year
Round
T7AM-6PM
(Mon.-Fri.)

Dresses

she was buried in her prom dress. In
2002, over 1,000 prom dresses were
distributed in NJ and NY. In 2003
-.1ppr()xim;ucl_\' 1,500 prom gowns
were given to girls throughout the tri-
state area.

The Juniorettes, girls ages 12 to 18
are part of the New ]uxu Women’s
Club. Money raised this year will help
fund Canine Companions, specially
trained dogs that help handicapped
people to function more efficiently
with day to day life. In another recent
project the girls made over 100 home-
made dog biscuits which were donated
to the Plainfield Humane Society.

Juniorette officers are Jennifer
Vasquez-president, Jessica Vasquez-
secretary, and Colleen Kamen-trea-
surer. Advisors are Kathleen Raiti and
Kathy Winner. Members include: Jen-
nifer Vasquez, Jessica Vasquez, Colleen
Kamen, Jennifer Mc Kim
Bosse, Nicole Heillman, Anushree
Doshi, and Krina Shan. New mem-
bers are always welcome.
eeecsseccscecs
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Clean house,
have a
garage...

.%;

Advertise your
garage sale in
the Observer.
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Jenna Smith Named ‘f]umor ]oumaltst”

High school senior Jenna Smith’s,
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow.” is
this week’s winning entry in the Ob-
server/Hometown Heros Junior Jour-
nalist Program. Jenna will receive din-
ner for her family courtesy of Home-
town Heros.

Students are encouraged to submit
their original poetry, articles, opinion
pieces or essays. Entries should be given
to teachers.

Winners receive a catered dinner
from Hometown Heros and will be
invited to an end-of-year banquet with
their families.

For information on the program, or
for the name of your school contact,
call the Observer at (908) 668-0010 or
Hometown Heros at (908) 755-4376.

Jenna Smith, South Plainfield High
School senior, with Ms. Pecora, English
teacher.

Somewhere Over the Rainbow

By Jenna Smith

“I know you’re gay,” is one sentence
in my life T will never forget. Those
words from my mother’s mouth made
my heart stop. I stood there in front
of her car, helpless, not knowing what
I should say next. Should T lie? Tell
her she did not know what she was
talking about? I was too scared to think
dmxl\ “What makes you say that?” I
said. She told me it was obvious, since
the night before, Alicia (my girlfriend)
slept over. She told me she had had a
suspicion about it for a long time. I
thought she was angry so I immedi-
ately got defensive and said, “So what,
do you want me to move out now:”
She looked at me in disbelief. She said,

“How could you ever think that? I love

vou no matter what. If you're gay or
srmwht it does not matter to me.
You're still my daughter and that is all
that matters.” At that moment I felt a
tremendous burden lift from my shoul-
ders. My mother accepting my lifestyle
was something I wanted more than
anything in }k world. I felt as if I was
a dlmmu person after our conversation,
a different person for the ‘\*m'r

My mother changed my life thar day.
She showed me that beir ng ditferent is
acceptable. I do not have to hide who
I am anymore. Since my mother was
fine with me being gay, it meant for
me that evervone else would soon ac-
cept me for who I am. The rest of that
day, I kept my head up high. I had con-
fidence in myself and I did not care
what people thought anymore. I de-
cided to “come our of the closet™ my

senior vear. I was headed toward a new
year w ith strength in myself. I was not
going to be pushed around anymore
or treated as if I was different. It is
going to be a wonderful year for me and
even more importantly, a wonderful life.

Now that I am a stronger individual,
I can take life by the homs and em-
brace it. As my last high school year
ends, I will be going into college with
so much determination, whether I end
up being a photographer, mechanic,
or writer. I know nothing will get in
my way. I will be an asset to any col-
lege T attend, either through education,
sports, or just my positive outlook on
everything. Every day I thank God for
my mother. Without her in my life, I
would be a bitter, disorganized person.
I can wake up every morning now and
smile when I look in the mirror. I am
gomg to hang my rainbow air fresh-
ener in my car and be proud of who I
am. With my mother on my side, I
am going to take the world by storm.
Watch out! Here |

Thank You

Brownie Troop 530 would like to
thank the First Baptist Church of South
Plainfield for so generously opening up
its doors, putting on the heat and allow-
ing us to use its facilities to perform two
plays for our family and friends. The
actresses and audience both enjoyed the
evening and appreciate the support and
warmth of the church members that
made the night possible.

MARY PIEKARSKI,
CO-LEADER, AND ALL THE
BROWNIES IN TROOP 530

;
come.

PICK UP THOSE PENS & ENTER TODAY!

Grant School fifth grader Jamie McLean, last week’s Junior: journalist Contest
winner, with parents Lora and Bill and sisters, Kellie and Maggie, happily
welcomes Debbie and Charlie Kurland of Hometown Heros.

& &
] uniorJ ournalist

Win a catered dinner for your family from Hometown
Heros through the Observer/Hometown Heros
Junior Journalist Contest! To enter, see story
above or ask your language teacher at school.
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Pony League Director Tony Cas-
sano conducted the Pony B dr aft this
past Monday night. Poniy B is strictly a
13-year-old league. Announcing the
team names, managers, coaches and
players on each team:

Blue Jays: Mgr. Pat Muglia, Coach
Pat Kellv; mehx Avery, Alex Cihan-
owvz, Patrick DaCosta, Patrick Dez-
min, Brian Erhardr, Mark Garcia, Gar-
rett Kelly, Nicholas Levendusky, Jo-
seph Mennut, Al Miranda, Tim Mos-
kal and Michael Muglia.

Indians: Mgr. Danny White, (km"w
Alan Szumski; Michael Bovle, Kyle
Buck, Christopher Fulton, A.]. Kunie,
Joseph Lacerda, Anthony Moscato,
Matthew Perkins, Jordan Petriello,
Richard Sierzega, Rvan Szumski, Erik
White and Timothy Yuill.

Rangers: Mgr. Rick Walton, Coach
Ken Lesniak; Tavlor Curtis, Jared
Chnistopher, Justin Ditmars, Matthew
Kopchak, Chris Lesniak, Tramane Mil-
ler, Alex Nieradka, Joshua Rivera, An-
thony Salerno, Teddy Skwiat, Chris
Steger and Richard Walton.

Rockies-Mgr. Dominic Papa, Coach
Tom Pryor; Kenneth Breslau, Vincent
Fazio, Nick Jeglinski, Michael Maio-
rino, Dominic Papa, Jeffrey Pryor, Bri-
an Pullen, Kyle Quail, Kyle Schroeder,
Rocco Severini, Ryan Voelkel and
Steven Wieczorek.

A manager and/or coach will not
be allowed on the field without a club
member’s card and completion of the
Rutgers Certification course. This in-
cludes the third and fourth coach that

" JUNIOR BASEBALL
CLUB NOTES

BY LEE FLANAGAN

is in the dugout. This situation will
be monitored during the season. Call
Mike English to register for this course
if vou need it at (908) 226-7713.

"The months of March and April are
big planning months. With the “New
Beginning,” there are many new ideas.
Saturday is our big tryout day for
Small ln plavers. Inuur\ are at the
PAL Bui dmg S-year-olds—8:30 to 10
a.m.; 9-year -olds— 10 to Il 30 a.m.; 10-
vear-olds—12 to 1 } 2 11- \m/ -olds—1
to 2:30 p.m. and 12-year 0lds—2:30 to
3:15 p.m.

Ther iight of March 5 is “Base Brawl
2004” ]uu\ All Pro Wrestling Show
at the Middle School Gymnasium. Bell
ame is 8 p.m. Advance tickets are avail-
able at Sportworld. We will have a
table set up at tryouts also, along with
some special guests.

Volunteers are needed for our an-
nual pre-season work details, begin-
ning at 8 a.m. on March 13 and 14.
We need as many volunteers as pos-
sible to start getting the complex ready
for the upcoming season. Please do
not use the fields at the Complex; you
can use the batting cages. When the
red flag is up means to stay off the
fields. Thank you for your coopera-
tion in this matter.

March 27 at Franklin School will
be our Pancake Breakfast. Apr. 17 at
Roosevelt School is the spaghetti din-
ner. Apr. 24 at the Complex is our flea
market. Vendors are needed.

orts

P

Middle School Boys’Basketball Team Continues to Win

The team took a trip out in the
country to play a team in Basking
Ridge. The boys’ team went into the
game without three of its starters due
to injuries. It was time for the bench
to step up and did they ever. The boys
fell behind 4-0 as rhu faced an excep-
tional Basking Ridge center. Once they
figured out they could stop him, the
team went on a tear, scoring the next
six points to take the lead and stretched
the lead to 10 points at halftime. Af-
ter that the team tightened up the de-
fense using their press and put the
game-out of reach, winning 57-40.

The next game, in the second round
of the Dunellen Tournament against
a strong Middlesex team, was very
close in the first half with a lot of lead
changes. The Tigers enjoyed a five
point advantage at the half. Then a
much spirited Middlesex team fought
back and took the lead. It went back
and forth with no more than a four-
point Middlesex advantage until the
last two minutes. Middlesex was ahead
40-38 until the Tigers scored-a bas-
ket, tying the game at 40-40. Middle-
sex came down but the defense got a
big stop. With about 20 seconds left,
the Tigers scored on an outside jumper
to go ahead by two. As soon as Mid-
dlesex crossed thc midcourt line, they
called a timeout With 10 seconds to
go. They set up a play and the Tigers
set up their defense. The Tigers® de-
fense did not give them a good look
at they threw up several prayers and
the Tigers held on to win 42-40.

Come out, support the Tigers on
March 5 at Fabor School in Dunellen
(off of Walnut St.) at 6:30.

Photo courtesy of Brian Cole, Ofschoof Preductions

The Middle School Boys Basketball team continues its run with a victory
against Basking Ridge and Middlesex.

Reminder Dates: The Rutgers
Safety Clinic will be held on March
11 and 18. If you have never attended
this clinic and you want to coach you
must attend one of these sessions.
Please contact the SP Recreation
Department at (908) 226-7713.

Games will begin on April 12 and
opening day ceremonies will be on

April 17.
Tag dates are set for May 6 through
the eighth.

On Saturday March 20 at 9 a.m.
we will begin to clean up the fields in

Donytall Soﬂ;ball
Latters Box

By James Bishop

preparation for the coming scason.
Parents we could use your help. Any
one willing to help, please bring your
leaf blower and a rake.

The next SP Parents Ponytail Asso-
ciation meeting will be held on March

23 at 7:30 p.m. in [hL Middle School
Library.

All Star coaches have been chosen
for the SP Ponytail summer All Star
season.

Good luck to 14U-Rich Szeliga,
12U-Mark Sutherland and 10U-James
Bishop.

WHERE TO EAT IN AND AROUND SOUTH PLAINFIELD
Why COOk’ En]oy one of these South Plainfield restaurants everyday.

ICE CREAMFACTORY

ORDER YOUR
VALENTINES

CAKES NOW!

Golden Acres Shopping Ctr
3600 Park Ave. So. Plainfield

(908) 769-0016

ENGLISH & SOUTHERN
STYLE FISH, CHIPS
& MORE...

&

Tel (908) 222-2025
1912 Park Ave. South Plainfield

10% off

&Goldcn Acres Shopping Center
& Park Ave. &
* Tuesday-Thurs. 11-9, Fri 11-10,
Sat. 10-10, Sun 10-9
CLOSED MONDAYS

Try a New Taste
with this ad

Q

Quiznos Sus

MMMM...TOASTY!

Oak Tree Ave.

South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 226-5559

at Golden

uml Oak Tree Ruml

he old I)'mrll:'v\ was by Hong Kong

Supermarket & Shopper’s World

_this Season

Come in and see for yourself why...
Oven Toasted Tastes Better!!!

Advertise in the South P/ainﬁe]d Observer Dining Guide. Choose /’f{)m a one column ($180) or two column ($360) ad that runs
for 10 weeks. We will design a custom ad f()r/wur business. Also included is a one-time feature with write up & photo.

For more information, call 908-668-0010.

ADVENTURES IN DINING:

Pho 99, A Vietnamese Restaurant

Looking for a new place to dine? Visit Pho 99, a Vietnamese restaurant, located in the Golden Acres

Shopping Center, on the corner of Park and Oak Tree avenues.

Linh and Sam Le, the husband and wife team who own and operate the eatery, live in South Plainfield
with their two ¢ nldru] Lihn and Sam came to the United States with their parents in 1979. Lihn says she
learned the restaurant business on her mother’s apron strings. Their parents set up a restaurant on Front

St. in Plainfield, which was the first Vietnamese restaurant in New Jersey.

Pho 99 features a wide variety of Vietnamese cuisine on their menu; many items feature vegetables and
soups. There are no stir-fry items and most meat dishes are cooked on a grill. The only thing that is deep

fried are the egg rolls.

Come in to Pho 99 and try a distinctive and different taste.
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SPHS Boys Basketball Team Claim 20th Consecutive District 12 Title

(Continued from page 1)

ter with a 7-0 spurt, highlighted by a
three-pointer by senior reserve guard,

Jonathan Buggu to make it 44-34.
Marquis Jones later finished the Patri-

ots off with four technical free throws
late in the game. In addition to
Buggey’s heroics, Shawn Brown, who
was on the JV roster a year ago, came
up with 12 points on five of five shoot-
ing, six rebounds, two assists, a stcal
and a charge. Jones ended up 17
points, six assists, four steals and three
rebounds.

South Plainfield reached the GMCT
Championship by beating two teams
they’ve never beaten since joining the
conference in its inaugural season in
1985-86. First, the top seeded Tigers
had to withstand a pesky and tough
ninth seeded Piscataway team in the
quarterfinals, after advancing there
with a 71-46 victory over North
Brunswick in the first round. Then,
SPHS jumped out to an carly 26-12
first half lead against St. Joseph’s, be-
for¢ hanging on to beat the fourth
seeded Falcons, 58-56 in the GMCT
Semifinals.

Prior to defeating the Piscataway

. Chiefs in overtime, 59-56 on Satur-

day night at South Brunswick High

School in the GMCT Quarterfinals,
the closest the Tigers ever came to
beating Piscataway was in the 1991-
92 GMC Tournament, when
Piscataway connected on a three-
pointer in the final seconds, beating
the Tigers, 48-46. As a matter of fact,
the last great South Plainfield Boys
Basketball team, the 1990-91 team,
lost to Piscataway twice.

The first time, South Plainfield,
ranked 15th in New Jersey at the time
according to the Star-Ledger, had their
nine game winning streak to start the
scason snapped as the Chiefs won on
their home court, 65-56 in January
1991. Then, after getting the second
seed and reaching the semifinals of the
GMCT for the first time in school his-
tory, the 1990-91 Tigers lost to the
third seeded Chiefs, 70-54 in their
only appearance at the RAC until last
Thursday night’s contest with
Colonia.

St. Joseph’s was another team the
Tigers had their share of troubles with
in the past. Since joining the confer-
ence, the Tigers had never beaten St.
Joseph’s, including a loss in the first
round of the 2000-2001 Tournament
to a St. Joe’s team that reached the
finals. The closest SPHS came to de-

feating the Falcons was in the inaugu-
ral segson of the GMC and Joey
'ﬂmn)")son’s senior scason in January,
1986, when the star forward, who
went on to play at Vermont and Rider,
scored 39 points. In that game, the
Tigers jumped out to a 17-2 lead be
fore St. Joe’s came back and won, 72
68.

With its sweep of victories in each
of the rounds of the Greater Middlesex
Conference Tournament, along with
their win over Colonia in the regular
season finale on Valentine’s day, and
another win over Northern Highlands
in a tune-up game for the state tour-
nament, the Tigers now have a 25-0
record, which is the best start ever by
a South Plainfield High School Boys
Basketball team. The first round win
over North Brunswick broke the pre-
vious mark set by the 1959-60 team,
which won 20 strqx;:,llt games from the
start of the season before losmé, to
Carteret in the Central Jersey State
Tournament that season at the Old
Rutgers Barn.

The key to this season’s success has
been South Plainfield’s ability to cre-
ate a lot of opportunities for them-
selves with a tenacious defense that
produces a ton of turnovers. For ex-
ample, in the three wins over Colonia
(20 turnovers), Piscataway (31 turn-

ing from the likes of Marquis Jones,
Darren Smith, and Gary Houston
have been a big help.

This team has been very special be-
cause cach one of the players starting
with Corey Gilmore and Shawn
Brown, going down the line to Jones,
Smith, Houston, and Ian Robinson
as well as reserves Jonathan Buggey,
Jawaad Caldwell, Mike Richard, Kevin
Seidenburg, and Jon Hammond, all
embrace Head Coach Jeff Lubreski’s
philosophy of defense first no matter
what happens on the floor. Despite
some distractions during the course
of the season and the pressure to main-
tain their undefeated record while try-
ing to win the schools first conference
title, the team has held up magnifi-
cently, which is a testament to the
coaching staff, players, parents, and
those like Mike “SHOTMAN” Lanza,
who help out during the AAU and Fall
League seasons.

We can talk all day about the var-
sity boys basketball team, but we also
need to mention other SPHS basket-
ball teams who are also having great
successes this year. The SPHS Girls
team, which has always had a top flight
program under the guidance of Bill
Schulte, reached the GMCT Girls
Semifinals before losing to top seeded
J.P. Stevens, 44-31 on Tuesday night

girls have compiled an 18-3 mark, won
the White Division, and earned a four
seed in the tourney. Danielle Arndt,
who scored 10 points in the loss to
Stevens is one of the top players along
with Jessa Jones.

On top of that, this year’s freshman
boys team ended the season with a
record of 19-3, and got another bas-
ketball championship for SPHS by
defeating Sayreville in the Champi-
onship Game of the Perth Amboy/
GMC Freshman Tournament by the
score of 51-48. They also defeared
Piscataway, 54-45, in the semifinals
of the Freshman Tournament, con-
necting on 29 of 41 free throws, in-
cluding 24 of their first 29, before
going five of 12 down the stretch.
The Little Tigers were out-re-
bounded 43-30 and had fewer assists,
steals, blocks, and field goals, but
managed to force the Little Chiefs to
commit 29 turnovers. Piscataway
also went only five of 12 at the foul
line, while South Plainfield had more
three pointers. Meanwhile, in the fi-
nal, Chris Stallone collected a double
double with 16 points and 10 re-
bounds in the win over Sayreville.

Greg Machos covers the South
Plainfield Boys Basketball team as
well as other teams in the Greater
Middlesex Conference for his web

Thinking about it...
Give me a call.

REAL ESTATE

Buying? Selling?

Local, East Coast, West Coast, or Any State

overs), and St. Joseph’s (19 turn-
overs)

at Middlesex County College. The  site, http://www.gmchoops.com.
, the Tigers have forced their

OppoNents 1o commit 70 turnovers
alone, which averages to over 23 a
game. In all three of these games,
South Plainfield was out-rebounded
by a combined total of 95 to 62 in
those three games, so the extra chances

from turnovers, as well as clutch shoot-

fire you a high school student who loves
sports and attends SPHS sporting events?

THEN WE WANT YOU!

Call the Observer at 908-668-0010 for details.

Deal with Licensed Experienced People!!
* NO OBLIGATION -
WAYNE GRENNIER, REFERRAL SPECIALIST

Find
Your Way.

Follow the ups and downs of
the borough in the Observer, an
independent newspaper for the
residents and businesses of

South Plainfield exclusively.

N\ LICENSED SALES REPRESENTATIVE NJ
OFFICE: 800-937-6777
RESIDENCE: 908-755-3138
E-mail: wgrennie(@ ix.netcom.com H

Weichert

Referral Assoclates

e

o

,@umﬁﬁc

FINALS

All bouts sanctioned by: NJ Association of USA Boxing Inc.

1625 STATE ROUTE 10
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

“A COMPANY
:lON THE MOVE

Send a check or money order for $25/one year
(out-of-town-$30) to: South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Bivd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080, or call 908-668-0010 to pay by credit card .

We now accept VISA and Mastercard

.

Doors Open at 7 pm
Bouts Start at 8 pm

Friday ~ April 16, 2004
South Plainfield High School

200 Lake Street, Squth. Plainfield, NJ
General Admission ~ $12.00

GOLDEN RINGSIDE $ 75.00
«* DINNER AT 5:00 PM

& Flanagan's Restaurant
501 Plainfield Avenue, South Plainfieid, NJ

For Tickets or Reservations Call
(908)226-7663 or (908)753-1341

Ticket purchase includes a chance to win a SI° Big Screen TV

| ¢/ 1 would like home delivery of the Observer.
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George C. Herbst, 93

George C. Herbst of South Plain-
field died on Saturday, Feb. 28 at
home.

George was born in Bronx, New
York and had resided in South Plain-
field for the last 64 years.

He was a machinist for the former
Walter Scott & Sons in Plainfield, then
worked for Wood Industries in Plain-
field for 20 vears before retiring in
1972. George was a member of the
National Machinist Union Local 167
in North Plainfield.

He was a member of the South
Plainfield Polish National Home and
the local chapter of AARP and a com-
municant of Sacred Heart Church.

He was predeceased by his wife,
juiia Welc Herbst, who dud in 1989.

He is survived by two daughters,
Elizabeth and her husband, Lester
DePol of Edison and Suzanne and her
husband, Daniel Mele of Edison; six
grandchildren, Karen, Alison, Vincent,
Chnstan, Richard and Elizabeth and
four grear grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Deborah E. Silvio, 52

Deborah E. Silvio died on Sarurday,
Feb. 28 in her home.

Born in Elizabeth, she resided in
Irvington before moving to Piscataway
30 years ago.

Debbie was a homemaker.

She is predeceased by a brother,
George Decker, who died in 2001.

Surviving are her husband, Dennis
M. Silvio; two children, Amy and
Michael Silvio, both at home; her
mother, Evelyn Decker of Piscataway;
three sisters, Valerie Guiliano of South
Plainfield, Josephine Perron of Jack-
sonville, Fl. and Stephanie Trumbauer
of Whiting and a brother, Joseph
Decker of Sparta.

Funeral services were held at the
McCrskin Home For Funerals.

Donations to the family would be
appreciated.

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS FORAS LITTLE

AS $15 PER WEEK.
908-668-0010

Call Us &
Plan Ahead

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

non-profit, non-sectarian

wwww_hillsidecemetery.com

Anna P (Melichalek)
Tiemeyer, 91

Anna P (Melichalek) Tiemeyer of

Piscataway died on Thursday: Feb. 26
at Somerset Medical Center in Somer-
ville.

Anna was born in the Bronx and
was a former resident of South Plain-
field before moving to Piscataway 30
years ago.

She was a communicant of Our
Lady of Fatma RC Church in Piscat-
away.

Anna loved animals, cspumlL\ her
dog, Maxie.

She was predeceased by her beloved
husband, Walter Tiemeyer, who died
in 1986 and by a son, Walter Tiemeyer,
Jr., who died in 2000.

Anna is survived by two sons,
Frederick and his wife, Marianna

Tiemeyer of North Plaintield and Lou
Tiemeyer of Piscataway; a daughter,
Louise Powell ot‘l’ismr-.i\\'.ly; adaugh-
ter-in-law, Josephine Tiemeyer of
Washington (NJ); six grandchildren,
Debbie, Cindy;, Linda, April, Frederick,
Jr. and Lisa and also six great grand-
children.

Funeral services were held at the
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.

Richard E Adams, 70

Richard E Adams died on Monday,
Feb. 23 at the Grand Strand Regional
Medical Center in Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina.

Born and raised in Jersey City, Ri-
chard lived in South Plainfield for
seven years and in Plainfield for 22
years before moving to South Caro-
lina eight years ago.

Richard was employed as a com-

puter programmer and later became
supervisor of manufacturing opera-
tions with General Motors and EDS
in Linden; a position he held for 33
years before retiring in 1993.

A veteran of the Air Force during
the Korean Conflict, he served with
the 611 Field Maintenance Squadron
and with the 5* Fighter Squadron as
an instrument mechanic. He was a
member of the 50" Armored Division
National Guard in Jersey City and a
member of Sampson’s Air Base
Veteran’s Association in New York.

He was also a member of the South
Plainfield Elk Lodge #2298, South
Plainfield American Legion Chau-
mont Post 243, where he served as vice
commander and a member of the Ise-
lin American Legion Chaumont Post
471.

Richard is predeceased by his son,
Richard V;; a brother, Peter C. and a

LEGAL NOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Eric Wordel requesting a
variance from the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance of the Borough of South Plainfield to permit
(1) a proposed garage addition lacks required 8' side
setback, 6.2' proposed; (2) a proposed second fioor
cantilever lacks required 30" front setback (3) a
proposed new covered porch lacks 30’ front setback
24.2 proposed; and other variances that may be

" required, said property being located at 117 W. Nassau

Ave. Block 234, Lot 22 on the South Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or protests
against the granting of said appeal, the South Plain-
field Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing on Thursday, April 8, 2004 in the Council
Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspector’s Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall,
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 am and 5:00
pm.

$35.00 March 5, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

February 26, 2004

Public Notice is hereby given that the following action
was taken by the South Plainfieid Planning Board at
its meeting held on February 24, 2004.

A. Case #668-Middlesex Crossroads. Block 528; Lot
46; 6000 Hadiey Rd. The applicant’s request for
preliminary site plan approval was hereby GRANTED
with conditions.

B. Case #679-Harris Realty, Co., LLC. Block 286;
Lot 1; 1641 New Market Ave. The applicant’s request
for preliminary site plan approval with a parking space
variance was hereby GRANTED.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Beth Knidre
Recording Secretary-Planning Board

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$26.25 March 5, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Eleanor Stoner requesting
a variance from the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance of the Borough of South Plainfield to permit
a proposed front porch with roof that iacks required
30 front setback, 20.7 proposed; and other variances
that may be required, said property being located at
328 Norwood Ave. Block 219, Lot 6 on the South
Plainfield Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or protests
against the granting of said appeal, the South Plain-
field Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing on Thursday, April 8, 2004 in the Council
Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspector's Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall,
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 am and 5:00
pm

$35.00 March 5, 2004

Advemse Your Garage Saielm$15 908668-8010

(908) 561-8000

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

L —

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.

NJ License No.3147

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 1651

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLE-
SEX COUNTY, NEW. JERSEY, THAT:

Ordinance #1651 entitled: A CAPITAL ORDINANCE
APPROPRIATING $30,000.00 FROM THE SEWER
UTILITY CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR THE
PURCHASE OF A GENERATOR FOR THE NORTH
PUMPING STATION was a(:iopted on first reading and
advertised in The Observer on Friday, March 5, 2004
and that a public hearing be held on Monday, March
15, 2004 at 8:00 p.m. in the Municipal Building, South
Plainfield, New Jersey 07080

ORDINANCE NO. 1651

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $30,000.00
FROM THE SEWER UTILITY CAPITAL IMPROVE-
MENT FUND FOR THE ACQUISITION OF CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS MORE SPECIFICALLY FOR THE
PURCHASE OF A GENERATOR FOR THE NORTH
PUMP STATION FOR THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH
PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, NEW
JERSEY as follows:

Section 1. That there is hereby authorized pursuant
to applicable statutes of the State of New Jersey, asa
general improvement, the following improvements in
the Borough of South Plainfielc, County of Middlesex,
New Jersey:

Purchase of a generator for the North Pump Station

Section 2. That the improvements described in
Section 1 hereof shall be authorized as sewer utility
capital improvement for the Borough of South
Plainfield in the County of Middlesex, New Jersey.

Section 3. It is hereby determined and declared by
this Mayor and Borough Council as follows:

A. That the maximum estimated amount of
money to be raised from all sources for the
purposes stated in Section 1, hereof, is $30,000.00.

B. Thatthe cost of said projects shall be financed
from appropriations in the SFY 2003 Sewer Utility
Capital Improvement Fund, of which said funds
are available for said purposes.

C. The estimated useful life of said improvement
is hereby determined to be fifteen (15) years.

Section 4. That the total amount of the appropriation
to be expended for architectural and inspection costs,
legal costs, advertisement of ordinance and other
expenses as provided in Section 48:2-20 of the
Revised Statutes, is not to exceed $2,260.00.

Section 5. This law shall take effect after final passage
and publication in accordance with the law.

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$71.75 March 5, 2004

Tel. (908) 755-7696
South P];linﬁt'ltl‘ NI 07080 (Next to Farmer's Market)

1708 Park Ave.,

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE No. 1649

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD,
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT.

Ordinance #1649 entitled: AN ORDINANCE
VACATING A PORTION OF AUDUBON AVENUE IN
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD was
presented for adoption after a public hearing was held
thereon by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
South Plainfield at 8:00 p.m. on Monday, March 1, 2004
in the Municipal Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey
07080

ATTEST:
Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$21.00 March 5, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

February 27, 2004

Public Notice is hereby given that the following action
was taken by the South Plainfield Board ot Adjustment
at its meeting held on February 26, 2004

A. Case #01-04-Pilgrim Covenant Church. Block 95;
Lot 3; 3121 Park Avenue. The applicant's request for
a variance to construct a freestanding sign measur-
ing three feet by four feet was hereby GRANTED with
voluntary conditions

B. Case #02-04-Elizabeth Austin. Block 182; Lot 7;
400 Lane Ave. The applicant’s request for (4) setback
variances was hereby GRANTED with voluntary con-
ditions.

Respectfully Submitted,

Mary Beth Khidre

Secretary-Zoning Board of Adjustment

$35.00 March 5, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 1650

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD, MIDDLE-
SEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, THAT:

Ordinance #1650 entitied: AN ORDINANCE CREAT-
ING THE POSITIONS OF SUPERVISING PUBLIC
SAFETY TELECOMMUNICATOR AND CHIEF
ASSISTANT ASSESSOR was presented for adoption
after a public hearing was held thereon by the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of South Plainfield at 8:00
p.m. on Monday March 1, 2004 in the Municipal
Building, South Plainfield, New Jersey 07080
ATTEST:

Vincent Buttiglieri/Municipal Clerk

$21.00 March 5, 2004

Search Public Notices
online at
www.publicnotices.com

Fax (908) 755-6003

DME Provider for US Healthcare/ AETNA

& CIGNA

Medicare and Medicaid Provider
Solaris In-Network DME Provider

NOW AVAILABLE| |,
Images of
America

* Ostomy Supplies inc. Hollister & Convarec

* Full Line of Diabetic & Wound Care Products
* Hospital Beds - Commodes

Wheelchairs - Walkers

Enteral Feeding Supplies & Supplements

South Plainfield

Haven Hospice Provider for JFK & Muhlenberg Hospitals

24 Hour Emergency Care Service - Free Delivery

grandson, Robert M. Buccino.

Surviving are his wife, Mary (nee
Nievelt) of 47 years; four daughters,
Fileen Buccino and her husband, Rob-
crt of Westfield, Patricia Willcox and
her husband, Kevin of Gouldsboro,
Pa., Diane Deschaine of South Plain-
field and Susan Spiridigliozzi and her
husband, John of Hampton and three
sons, Kevin and his wife Corinne of
Westtield, Michael and his wife Judy
and Scott and his wife, Theresa, both
of South Plainfield. Also surviving are
18 grandchildren and one great grand-
child.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Enjoy the Observer,
delivered to your
home, every week.
Call 908-668-0010

uth Plainfield
oObsérver

Your #1 Source for South Plainfield News

| AUTOBODY

ol

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lic. #02313A

Hours
Mon-Fri

\ gam-3m 4 South Plainfield

New Jersey 07080

FIRNITURE MEDIC

he prescciption for

Precision
Furniture Repairs
On-Site
Scratches * Gouges « Pet Damage
Water Marks « Burns
Structural Repairs + Broken Joints
Antique Restoration
Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

| PRINTING/TYPESETTING |

Graphic Design
P, . Logos J

: * Resumes

* Menus

G&G Graphics
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B

South Plainfield, NJ 07080
908-668-0010+ Fax: 908-668-8819
email: ggnan@aol.com

W—

SALON |

He omMe ome® oEe om
3 ; @
[Let us put you m a
E new trendy look... -4
®  Specializing in Color, Foils, *
@ Haircuts, Wedding Parties P
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& alon @
Featuring
H Facials, Massage, Waxing & Nail 2
4 2201 South Clinton Ave.
® South Plainfield 908-753-5115 ¢
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report

* On Feb. 24 Cornelius R. Kasday,
26, of Edison was arrested on Durham
Ave. for driving while intoxicated.

« Sohn Yakeem 0'Connor, 25, of
Plainfield was arrested on Clinton Ave.
for exhibiting a fraudulent document .

* A W. Crescent Parkway resident
reported that the passenger side rear
tire on her vehicle had been punctured.

« An Avon Ave. resident reported
that an old rug, foam padding and bed
frame had been dumped on his lawn.

« A High School student reported the
theft of his wallet and the vehicle's reg-
istration and insurance cards from his
unlocked vehicle.

« On Feb. 25 a Westfield resident re-
ported that the rear window of her ve-
hicle had been smashed in the parking
lot of Regal Cinema.

» On Feb. 26 a High School student
reported that her vehicle had been bro-
ken into and the radio face plate, a CD
case and $20 in cash had been taken.

» Mary M. Hatcher, 37, of N. Bruns-
wick was arrested at Kohl's for shop-
lifting a $54.99 pair of Reebok sneakers.

« A Palmer Ave. resident reported
the driver's side sun visor with a CD
case and lighted mirror had been ripped
out of her vehicle, as well as a cell
phone and 40 CD’s.

« Bushwick Metals on New Market
Ave. reported the theft of a 40 foot long
red flatbed trailer from the parking lot.

Business & Professional Services

« On Feb. 28 Bryan A. Joyne, 30,
of South Plainfield was arrested on
Durham Ave. for driving while intoxi-
cated, speeding, careless driving and
no insurance.

* Hobbs Tarley, 18, of Plainfield was
arrested at Quick Chek on Sampton
Ave. for the theft of a cell phone from
an unlocked vehicle.

« Saumil D. Patel, 19, of Piscataway
was arrested at Macy's for shoplifting
$73 worth of merchandise.

* A Lucy Ct. resident reported a
fraudulent charge from AOL on her
credit card and a Florence PI. resident
reported that two fraudulent credit
cards had been opened in her name.

* On Feb. 29 a Mahar Ave. resident
reported that the front driver’s side win-
dow of her 2002 Chevy Impala had
been broken out and the car ransacked.
Nothing was taken.

* On March 1 Alejandro Solis, 31,
of Plainfield was arrested on Clinton
Ave. for exhibiting a fraudulent drivers
license, unlicensed driver, expired reg-
istration and falsifying an application for
a driver’s license.

« Sitco Importing Co. on Hadley Rd.
reported the theft of a Panasonic por-
table DVD player from his locked office.

» AMiddlesex resident reported that
the driver's window had been smashed
out, while parked at Regal Cinema. A ra-
dar detector was taken.

» Shanco International Inc. on Hadley
Rd. reported that two office doors had
been pried open. Nothing was taken.

|

Classifieds

Classified Rates: $11 for 3 lines (min.) $1 ea. add. line (10% disc. for 4 consecutive insertions).

P/T VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR-
Mon-Fri 9-2. Good communicator,
knowledge of community senior popula-
tion. Mysl have car avail. (732) 249-6330.

FULL TIME GENERAL OFFICE HELP
—knowledge of Excel, MS Word, some
sec. skills. Fax resume to: Attn. Teresa.
(908) 822-9989.

F/T DRIVER/DE l l\l' RY PE RS()\-
NJ area. Good driving record. Ask for
Vince. Call (908) 822-9988.
SOMEONE TO DRIVE MY CHILD
from school to day care between 11am

& 12 noon, 5 days a week. Ref. & exp.
necessary. ((xll (732) 985-1278.
HERBAL ll E INDEPENDENT DIS-
TRIBUTOR - Lose 1 to 4 Ibs. this week
guaranteed! Call today. 888-253-4771.
www.nutraenergy.com

Deadline to submit classified advertising
is Monday, 5 p.m. Call 908-668-0010

FOR SALE

FULL SIZE AIR HOCKEY TABLE-
4 x 7. Like new. $500 or best offer. Call
(908) 755-8911.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

7 PC. BEDROOM SET-BED, CHEST
dresser & mirror and night stand. New in
h()\ Value $2600. Sell $975. (732) 259-6690).

\1\1 TRESS SET, FULL, NEW IN
plastic. $100. (732) 259-6690.

MATTRESS AND BOX QUEEN DOU-
ble pillow top. New in bags $149. Can
deliver. (732) 259-6690.

5 PC. BDR SET-NEW IN BOX. LIST
$1299. Sacrifice $565. (732) 259-6690.

DINING ROOM SET-CHERRY W/1
pc. hutch, table and chairs, new in boxes.
Sell $825. Can deliver. (732) 259-6690.

BED-KING MATTRESS SET, NEW
in plastic. Sell $225. (732) 259-6690.

JETS TICKETS FOR SALE

| 2 SEASON TICKETS, SEC 321, ROW

20. $60 each. Must buy season. Call

(‘l()&i 754-3420.

FAST APPROVALS, GREAT RATES
personalized service, (908) 822-0090.

Last chance to purchase

OBSERVER photos by
Patricia Abbott!

There are many photos that have never been published!
The following files will be deleted in March: SP Fire
Dept. 02 & 03 FO concerts, FO Circus, 03 fifth grade
class pics, 02 & 03 high & middle school graduations,
‘02 & “03 Jr & Sr. Proms, election 02 & 03, Girl Scout
Gold Awards, 02 & 03 Bike Rodeo, All District Concert,
SPHS Anything Goes, SPMS Yearbook, Grant's ANNIE
Jr, MS girls basketball Grant 6th basketball, Kennedy
Grandparent’s Day, Bands for Riley, Skatepark, PAL con-
cert, school concerts & events, Nat. Honor Soc. in-
ductions, Franklin K&J and Suess, Dare Graduations,
02 & 03 Labor Day, MS Peer to Peer, SDW Footioose,
42nd St. SPHS players, Anything Goes! Hello Dolly!,
Damn Yankees, Tommy, & many other files. For detailed
info or to see proof sheets call 308-756-8011 or email
Pattie at angelonly@aol.com

To advertise your business

here, call 908-668-0010.

| COMPUTERS |

|  CONTRACTORS

| |

FITNESS CENTERS |

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Concerned About Computer

Virus Protection? Home Security?

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers
908-769-0709 _ L

» New Computers/Upgrades

» Hardware/Software Installations
« In Home Service

« Some Used Computers Available

o ——————m—
BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJ DCA LIC #019771
Since 1981
Lordina Builders
908-753-3850
ADDITIONS * KITCHENS
BATHROOMS
Office Renovations

SLIM AND TONE

SouTH PLAINFIELD

30 Minute Workout for Women
i

. | $39 Monthly with
! No Initiation Fee!

Open all day

t SLIM { 2601 Hamilton Blvd.
§ oo | § D s f (between Home Depot
é T O N E ; & Durbam Ave.)

Hua Kang Health Center

Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology
Acupuncture * Chinese Herbs ¢ Facial

Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experience
Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.

Effective in treatment of various pains, symptoms and body needs.
Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm

Treat yourself

Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available.
We accept credit cards and health insurance.

1763 Lincoln Highway (Rt. 27) Edison *732-819-0058

126 Plainfield Ave. Edison*732- :72-5599

at our three .
locations.

[_FREE ESTIMATES | | o oo | (908)769-0009 275 Rt. 18 South, East Brunswick*732
Email: stcomputers@comcast.net e, R -
[ LANDSCAPING | | MASSAGE THERAPY | | MORTGAGES | [ PAVING/MASONRY | | PIZZA l
® oo ﬁ = — : :—-'V ® * , T
Lalaria ;f : ) S ark , 2y |Ciccio’s Pizza
Land . AN ‘“7 ( ENTRAL JERSEY ) || Grev s e L% | 134 Maple Ave., South Plainield
andascaping ‘izf ; et S PERSONALIZED SERVICE... \3@“\' DiFRANCESCO e eI
* FALL YARD CLEANUP B "T‘?(v',‘w?':” R ; s e £ s
e iy Mike Dixon. PAVING « MASONRY g (908) 753-4060
Leslie Chambers DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT President : ~ Phone Ahead For Fast Pick Up
8 Driveways * Parking Lots 2
Te(ep/wne. (908) 9’ 7- ’668 Roxanne Cortese,co,cup, oMt g§ Steps > WG”(WG)’S - Patios Mon & Hews. § ate 109”1

Fax: (908) 757-5175

2701 Park Ave. So Plainfield, NJ 07080 &

Ciownand Moripage Srome: - et of Baking

Pavers » Concrete

Fri&Sat 11am-11pmeSunday 12pm-10pm

* Fully Insured * (908) 561-1511 q 908-822-0090 Drainage * Water Proofing [ EN ¥ South Plaiafield
*Affordable and Reliable! * By Appointment Only } 2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E ———13RD GENERATIONC——1 o S
i SIFT CERTIFICATES AND GII South Plainfield, NJ
SW Pfow”'q S et Se Habla Espanol 908,668_8434
| ROOFING REAL ESTATE 5

J.T. PENYAK
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908753-4763

124 CAMDEN AVE.
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

Di Francesco *GMAC
Realty, Inc. 1V @ Real Estate

“Long Time
Lesident of
South
I lainfield™
Bringing in Buyers from

Various Counties! "
Member of 2 Multiple el

Listing Systems!

Lori Tangorra
Tangohome2day@aol.com Realtor-Associate

265 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ 07023

“Nobody knows
South Plainfield

‘ like Joe Diegnan.”

Business:
(908) 755-5300 x 315
Evening:
(908) 756-9123

Email: Diegnan@morettirealty.com

Joseph

Diegnan Rearon-Assocure & Lirerme So. PLamreLd sesioent

(908) 889-0200, Ext. 206 225 Maple Ave., South Plaintield, NJ 07080

Robert Publik
Realtor-Associate |
Business:

(732) 549-9000 x 358

Evenings:
(908) 755-2709

E-Mail: bobp@comcast.net

Robert Publik

Ortices iy N. Enisox, Woobskimee, Coroni

2077 Oak iree Road, Edison, NJ 08820

e
@ Prudential

Rose REALTORS®|

Rose Marie Pelton ¢
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resideat
For Over 39 Years
908-753-4450 X302
Toll Free 800 370-2424
Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@ att.net

@ Prudential Rose REALTORS®
653 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Rose Marie Pelton

| SNOW REMOVAL/SALT

SPIRITS ]

Call
KLK Trucking for:

Rock Salt, Ice Control Sand

Sanding * Salting * Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SALTING - ANTI-ICING
BACKHOE SNOW LOADERS
Office Buildings  Industrial Plants
Retail Stores * Churches
Apartment & Condo Complexes
24 hour service — Fully Insured

908-756-7272

7/

| SHEETROCK/SPACKLE | |
( s =3
8rech ¥ FITZ
Jand-Saping > DRYWALL ¢
o Amiweg ik | “ “908-226-08141

Sheetrock & Spackle

Repairs to New
Construction

. Quality Work
at Great Prices

Call Sean
at 908-226-0814

1645 Park Avenue,
South Plainfield

791-9463

Salls Spirit Shoppe

Cavit (1.5 liter)

Pinot Grigio......... 999 Mon.-Sat.

9am-1am
Estate c_ellars Sundays
(g mandel a0 tam-7pm
(1.5 fiterl) ..o $549

Bring in this ad for 10% off on wines

WHAY
ARE YOU
WAITING

FOR?

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE
FORAS LITTLE
AS $15 PER WEEK.

908-668-0010
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By
Joann Graf

Nores From The Senior Center

How well will we live out our re-
tirement vears is an issue that every-
one thinks about to some extent
throughout adulthood. The closer a
person gets to the reality of retire-
ment, the more important and some-
times urgent that reality becomes. Are
you l()()l\mt' forward to the day vou

retire? Or dn\nu dread the rhnu«'hr
How vou answer this question is
pmlnbl\ affected by vour age and
how well you pnpmd or are prepar-
uw for your re tirement years.

As seniors seek to live out their lives
in comfort, thev often find their
lifestvles altered by unexpected emer-
gencies, rising debt and ensuing ex-
penses. For those on a fixed income,
such costs can be finandially crippling,
often forcing seniors to lower their
standard of h\m:_y or even sell their
homes. One financial option that is
emerging as a very Viable alternative
to this situaton, one which could help
ensure that seniors can remain com-
fortably in their own homes for the
rest of their lives, 1s a Reverse Mort-
gage.

A Reverse Mortgage enables a se-
nior homeowners 62 years and older
to convert a portion of the equity of
their home into tax-free funds with-
out making a monthly payment. Se-
nior homeowners can use these funds
in any way they wish—to supplement
retirement income, cover medical ex-

Police Respond
to Robbery,
Assault at Bravo

Supermarket
Last Friday, police responded to

Bravo Supermarket on a report of

an assault and an apparent robbery.
Dispatch also advised police that the
suspects had left the scene and the
license plate of the car.

When Officer Grasso arrived, he
was met by Walter Escalante and a
store me)m ree. Escalante was sitting
on the floor in the produce aisle,
bleeding from the face and appeared
disoriented. There were three 32 oz.
bags of raw shrimp on the floor next
to him. He told police that he was
assaulted by a black male who was
attempting to steal the shrimp. Jesus
Herrera, an employee of Bravo, said
that the man fled the scene in an old
model maroon Dodge and gave the
officer the license plate of the car.
This information was then relayed
to responding officers and to cen-
tral dispatch. Escalante had a lacera-
tion to the left side of his face, but
said he had not lost consciousness.

Escalante said that he observed the
man walking up the produce aisle,
heading towards the door of the su-
permarket. The man was described
as approximately 5’97-5°10”, short
hair, wearing black clothes and a
black jacket. He appeared to have
numerous bags of shrimp under his
jacket.

When Escalante asked the man
what he was doing, the suspect
struck him in the face with a closed
fist. The suspect then dropped three
bags of shrimp and fled the scene in
a waiting vehicle. The vehicle left the
scene and headed east on West Sev-
enth Ave.

Det. Born and Det. Noonan ar-
rived to process the scene. South
Plainfield Rescue Squad transported
the victim to Muhlenberg Hospital.
Det. Born and Noonan are continu-
ing the investigation.

Officer Grasso asked the Bravo
Supermarket Store Manager Michacl
Musleh to take an inventory of the
shrimp. It was determined that seven
bags were stolen, not including the
three that were already recovered.

penses, make home improvements,
travel, etc:

In order to be cligible for a reverse
mortgage, the primary borrower and
any co-borrower must be at least 62
vears old, occupy a home as the pri-
mary residence, own the home free
and clear or have a small remaining
balance that could be paid off with
the proceeds from the Reverse Mort-
:7 agce.

\1ost importantly, no monthly pay-
ments are made on the reverse mort-
gage during its term. It simply be-
comes repayable with accrued inter-

est when the home is sold or vacated
for any other reason. Any excess pro-
ceeds the
homeowner(s) or the estate.

To help our seniors learn more
about Reverse Mortgages, we have
scheduled a very informative program
for Wednesday, March 24 at 1 p.m.
at the Senior Center. Matt Casamas-
sina and Gary Prendergast of Wells
Fargo Home Mortgage will be the
guest speakers. Please mark your cal-
endars and make it a point to join us.
You won't regret it. I'll even bake a
cake!

belong to senior

First Class Travel Donates

Cruise to Project Graduation

By Jane Dornick

First Class Travel, located at 129
South Plainfield Ave., is making a
generous donation of a cruise to be
given away at this year’s Project
Graduation Annual \umon/mm

Celebrity Cruise Lines held a con-
test and asked their agents to write
about the best non-profit organiza-
tion which they could donate a cruise
towards. Owner Michele Kunie has
a daughter, who is a senior at South
Plainfield High School and wrote

Under New Management!
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about what a wonderful program
Project Graduation 1s for the students
and she won the cruise!

The prize includes a California
coastal cruise for two and will be
paired with two airline tickets pro-
vided by the PTA. Both will be raffled
oft at the Project Graduation auction
to be held on Saturday, March 13. For
information on tickets see page 4.

Project Graduation provides stu-
dents with a safe, fun, substance free
environment on graduation night
cach vear.

3/20/04




