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Police Chlef Robert Merkler, VFW Commander Harold Evegan congratulate Pohce Offlcer Dave Franchak.

Dave Franchak Named
VFW Policeman of the Year

South Plainfield Police Officer
Dave Franchak was honored last Fri-
day by VFW Post #6763 for being
chosen as Policeman of the Year.

Arttending the ceremonies were
Police Chief Robert Merkler, several
fellow police officers, Assemblyman
Patrick Diegnan, members of the Bor-
ough Council and Franchak's familiy
members and friends .

Chief Merkler spoke about several
reasons why Franchak was nomi-
nated. After joining the police force

in 1998, Dave willingly volunteered
for the Police Department Honor
CGuard,
first full-ime bicycle officer, was as-
signed to Community Policing and is
presently a DARE officer, w hLI’L he

became South Plainfield’s

instructs fifth graders on the perils of

drugs. “Dave’s ability to communicate
with the youth of our town has had a
direct impact upon their career paths,”
said Merkler.

In addition to the plaque he
received for being named “Police-

Forecast Looks Bright for
Future Stars Preschool

According to Board of Education
Board member Sue Peck, legislation
was recently introduced by Assem-
blyman Patrick Diegnan that could
allow South Plainfield’s popular
Future Stars program to continue.
Peck updated board members and
the public during last week’s board
meeting.

The legislation (A12170) asks
that non-Abbott school districts
be allowed to run a non-profit pre-
school program. Future Stars, which
has been operating in the district for
more than 23 vyears, is a non-profit
program run by the Adult School.

Last year, South Plainfield was in-
formed by acting Middlesex County
Snpu intendent of Schools Patrick Pie-
gri that our Future Stars pre-school
program could no longer be run by the
South Plainfield lmnd of Education.
I'he decision was based on a 1996

court ruling concerning a preschool

program in Montclair, which conclud-
ed that public school programs must
be tuition free. After studying the rul-
ing, Board of Education attorney Dr.
Nicholas Celso .lgx'cul that the Future
Stars was indeed operating illegally.
Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Robert Rosado immediately asked
and received permission to continue
the program during this school year
while a transition pl.m was u)mplgtgd
The plan was to move administration

of the program outside of the realm of

the school district. Meanwhile, several
board members began to seek a legisla-
tive solution and contacted Assembly-
man Diegnan for his help.

Now that the legislation has been
introduced, Dr. Rosado has again
written a letter requesting an addi-
tional extension of the program for
another year in hopes the bill will pass
and allow the Future Stars Program
to continue.

man of the Year,” he also received a
plaque from the Mayor and Council.
Assemblyman Patrick Diegnan also
presented him with a proclamation
from Governor McGreevey and the
New Jersey State Assembly.
Franchak is a life-long resident of
South Plainfield, receiving his educa-
tion through our local schools and

(Continued on page 7)

From the Su )Lrlmmdmt

"What He Vrote...

Last week an article appeared
in the New York Times introducing
the readers to our town of South
Plainfield. In the article T am at
tributed with several statements that
were misleading and misquoted. I
apologize for any angst thi§ misrep-
resentation has caused you and our
community.

For the record, a question was
posed to me regarding why we
have poor SAT scores as well as
poor performance in other test
arcas. In response to the SAT part
of the question, I indicated to the
reporter there were many factors re-
searchers say have a hwh correlation
with SAT scores. bonk of those fac-
tors are socioeconomic status, level

of college attained by the parents,
the
the exam, review. programs sct up
for the exam, as well as the expecta-
tions of the adults involved in the
child’s life (teachers and parents). I
also provided approximate statistics
for the first two. I stated that out
of all of the above,

number of umes a child takes

what we can

- What I Said"

control is providing effective SAT
review programs for our children
at a reasonable cost as well as to
provide extra practice on the exams,
which is something we are already
doing this vear.

How the writer took these state-
ments and placed them in the con-

text he did is puzzling and (»l ensive

to me. I am celebrating my first year

anniversary with the South Plainfield

Educational Community this week. |

I took the position based upon my
R S o
perception of the willingness of ev-

eryone involved, the children, the |

parents and the professional staff
to make this one of the best school
systems in the state. I would never
say or do anything to jeopardize that
commitment to excellence. T again
apologize for any misunderstanding
this may have caused, but let mc as-
sure you I will never underestimate
your commitment to our children’s
futures and the success of the entire
system in South Plair
Robert J. Rosado, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

nfield.

SPHS Tiger Boys in Finals

Girls' Team Lose in Semi-Finals

Basketball is hot at South Plainfield
High School! The boys team, which
has never won a conference or county
championship in 39 years, will play
Colonia at Rutgers University at 8
p-m. in the (n\i(. finals. Thg\ de-

feated St. Joseph's in the semis, 58-
56, to reach dk finals. The girls ream
reached the semi-finals, only to lose to
JP Stevens, 44-31 in Edison Tuesday
night, finishing with an impressive
19 record for the season.

Chicks are Hatchlng at Future Stars—ruture stars preschool students have been watch-
ing over chicken eggs, patiently waiting for the them to hatch. They were delighted and fascinated when
the baby chicks finally began to peck their way out! Everyone in the class has enjoyed watching the little
chicks grow each day. After spending a week at Future Stars, the chicks returned to Quiver Farm, which
donated the eggs for the hatching project. A special thanks to the Parents Group for providing the won-
derful experience.
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Borough Hall Council Chambers « Questions? 908-226-7605

Agenda Meeting Public Meeting
Monday, March 1 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Monday, March 15 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Monday, April 5 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.
Monday, April 19 7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.

Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Councit Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

March 9 and 23, April 6 and 20, May 11 and 25, June 8 and 22, July 6 and 20, Aug. 10 and 24,
Sept. 21, Oct. 12 and 26, Nov. 16 and 30 and Dec. 14 and 28.

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month

Borough Hail Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

March 11 and 25, April 8 and 22, May 13 and 27, June 10 and 24, July.8 and 22, Aug.
12 and 26, Sept. 9 and 23, Oct. 14 and 28, Nov. 4 and 18 and Dec. 2 and 16.

boardofeducationmeetings

Roosevelt Administration Gymnasium on Jackson Ave. unless otherwise noted

Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.: March 9 and Apnil 6.

Regular Board Meeting held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.: March 16 and April 13.

taxpayers
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at Borough
Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

siteplan :

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.

March 16, April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, Aug. 17,
Sept. 21, Oct. 19, Nov. 16 and Dec. 21.

recreation

Meets once a month on the first Tuesday of the month, except July and August
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7716

March 2, Apni 6, May 4, June 1, Aug. 3, Sept. 7, Oct. 5, Nov. 2 and Dec. 7.
environmentalcommission

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7621

businesscaavisorygioup

Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. « Questions? 908-757-8100

trafficsafety

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room, Borough Hall

‘
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your ;
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix.netcom.com. Include
your name, address, telephone number

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email
i not exceed 400 words
s discretion to

ggnan@aol.com or fax 908-668-8819. Letters st
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or le
limit the number of letters submitted by or same subject
The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Observer. All letters must be submitted with name and phone number, for
verification

INYOUROPINION

Letter to the Editor,

There is no project that is more
important to the quality of life of the
residents of South Plainfield than the
Helen Street extension. This project,
which will cost $34 million, is fully
tunded by the Federal government and
will take all truck traffic off the resi-
dential streets on the south side of our
borough. It has taken eight years to
get to the point where we are ready to
go out and acquire the land, after
which, contracts will be awarded and
construction can begin. If there are no
stumbling blocks put in the way, Helen
Street will be under construction in
2007, With this in mind, Feb. 11 was
an important day for South Plainfield.
On that day a public hearing took place
so that the government could gauge
the support of our residents and ap-
prove the environmental study that
was submitted as part of the project. I
must commend Councilman Charlie
Butrico for all of his work in moving
the project along to this point and for
presenting the borough’s case at the
meeting. In addition a big ‘thank you’
should go to the over 100 residents
who attended the meeting to show
their support.

Mayor Gallagher and my fellow
councilmembers were also there to
stress the importance of the project.
Not one representative of the Repub-
lican Party even bothered to attend the
meeting. Every election, the ch‘ubli»
can Chairman, Bob Jones and his ¢an-
didates complain that Helen Street
isn’t moving along fast enough. They
contend that they have some secret
plan to accelerate the project. Well, as
the expression goes, “Some people talk
the talk, others walk the walk.” By their
total lack of interest, Mr. Jones and the

- Republicans proved once and for all

that talk is cheap. True positive change
comes about by hard work. The meet-
ing about Helén Street shows who
really cares about South Plainfield’s
future.
COUNCILPERSON RAYMOND
PETRONKO

Dear Observer,

What a great opportunity our town
had when they were featured in the
New York Times Sunday, Feb. 15. This
article painted a positive light on our
community up until the comments by
Dr. Rosado on the reasons why our
SAT scores are below the state aver-
ages.
At the recent Board of Education
meeting, Dr. Rosado apologized for
his comments in the article, saying he
was misquoted and his words were
taken out of context. [ understand be-
ing misquoted; however, this theme
of the educational and income level of
the parents in South Plainfield has been
discussed before as one of the reasons
why our students do not fare as well
as neighboring towns on the SAT and
other standardized tests.

I take exception to this reference and
as a long time resident with a child
currently attending the middle school,
I could not disagree more. It may be
true the expectations are not as high
in our district as other towns, but the
push also has to come from the ad-
ministration and the teachers. I have
always visited with the school princi-

AIDA SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
BRANCH MANA(;}-;R

Vi Natona

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868

Submit Letters to the Editor:

Letters may be submitted to the Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plain-
field, NJ 07080, by email: ggnan@aol.com,
or faxed to 908-668-8819. Deadline is Mon-
day, 5 p.m. Letters must be accompanied by
aname and telephone number for verification.
Limit letters to no more than 400 words. We
reserve the right to edit for clarity or length.
We reserve the right to limit the number of
letters submitted by one individual on the same
subject.

pals and teachers in all the schools my
son has attended to let them know
what my expectations were of my
child and how I could assist in their
process of educating my child. I have
not been disappointed with the edu-
cation my son has received so far;
however, I have always had to take
the initiative with the schools, it has
never been the other way around.

I am very involved within the com-
munity from a professional level and
as a parent. I am a local realtor and
often am told by incoming buyers of
our inferior test scores and educa-
tional system. We always promote
what a close-knit community we live
inand the genuine involvement of the
parents in school and outside activi-
ties. It is comments like this that we
have to overcome on a daily basis. 1
recently received a call from someone
I sold a home to four years ago. She
loves her home but asked my advice
if she should sell her home due to the
school system because she heard' (her
words), “it stinks.” I told her I have
oeen pleased so far and that she should
visit the new Roosevelt School and
speak with the principal and form her
own conclusions. Conversations like
this one take place everyday when our
buyers evaluate which community

. they wish to reside in.

Our school system directly reflects
the value of our homes. Prices are very
high all over and even though our
homes’ prices have increased signifi-
cantly, they stll are below the neigh-
boring communities with superior
school systems. As taxpayers and par-
ents, we deserve more. I believe our
school system is trying to raise the

bench, but they should assess from
within and not blame the parents
within our community of their past
failures. The South Plainfield school
system should be raising the bar for
all students so they can receive the best
education possible. We have new fa-
alities, new technology and well-com-
pensated educators. Let us know as
parents what we can do; most of us

only want the best for our children.
SINCERELY,
ANDREA LACERDA

To the Editor,

A handful of environmental groups
are attempting to block the Helen
Street Extension. They are motivating
as many comments against the project
as they can. Almost all of these com-
ments are from non-residents who
have nothing to lose if this project is
stopped. As the extension will be
funded with federal money they have
a right to comment. We need to make
sure those of us who live or work in
town are heard by sending as many
letters and emails as possible. Please
take a moment to review my com-
ments below. Mailed comments must
be postmarked by Feb. 28. Please in-
clude your name and address. If you
work in town please indicate that with
your comments. Send your comments
to rob@cmeusal.com or mail them
to: Helen Street Extension Draft EA,
c/o €CME Associates, Attn: Robert
Russo, PO., PP, 3141 Bordentown
Rd., Parlin, NJ 08859-1162. &

I'would like to respond to the hand-
ful of environmentalists who are at-
tempting to block the Helen Street
project. I am certain none of these folks
have looked at this project with an
open mind. If South Plainfield could
divert a million trucks away from our
children by killing one weed in the
Dismal Swamp, you can bet these folks
would be out in full force to save that
weed. That's not too far from what's
happening now. Officially South Plain-
field has been searching for a solution
to this problem for 20 years. The
South Plainfield Business Association
15 in possession of a newspaper article

(Continued on page 9)
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Want a Vew Look?

Stop in Carousel Hair Salon for an appointment.
We're always happy to see you!

307 Oak Tree Ave.

908-668-8397

Tues-Fri 8am-4 pm, Sat 6:45 am-3pm, Closed Sun & Mon

TAX RETURNS PREPARED ¢ WILLS, CLOSINGS 1
INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS * PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE

SO. PLAINFIELD OFFICE Tel.: (908) 769-8602

Fax (908) 757-0494
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Historical Society Announces 2004 Events

Calendar Features Live Performances, Displays, Town History Day & More |

The South Plainfield Historical So-
ciety announced their 2004 program
and event schedule during their Feb.
10 membership meeting held at the
South Plainfield Senior Center.

Program coordinator Kathy Hor-
vath announced that Saul Broudy, a
folklorist and performer, will offer a
live musical performance on March 21
at the South Plainfield Public Library.
Broudy will present songs of railroad
workers, farmers, pilots and other
workers who made their own songs
to express emotions, convey informa-
tion and tell stories. The program is
free and begins at 2 p.m.

Hadley Airport photographs will

hang in the South Plainfield Public
Library for the month of March. The
defunct airfield was the takeoff site for
the first transcontinental night airmail
delivery by the U.S. Post Office in July
of 1925. Long since bulldozed over
to make way for the development of a
retail mall, it is still nostalgically re-
membered by many who Im in the
area.

During the month of April, images
of the \Ll]LrlhlL Lehigh Valley Rn]
road will grace the walls of the Public
Library. The LVRR brought a myriad
of changes to New Brooklyn (as South
Plainfield was once known), once the
line that carried coal to Perth Amboy
from Pennsylvania was open in 1975.

One-of-a-kind pieces of hundred-

By
Joann Graf

This turn of the century photo which
depicts Philomena (Minnie) Santoro,
wife of the Borough’s first barber,
Vincent Santoro is one of six photos
representing the Santoro, Pomponio
and Goudiosi families who emigrated
to the U.S. around the turn of the
century. The photos were donated by
Minnie and Vincent's daughter, Marie.

vear-old antique clothing from the
Society’s Ida Rose Collection will be
displayed during the month of June.
Everything from hats and shoes to
intricately stitched pleated baby
clothes will be spotlighted.

The Public Library is located on
Plainfield Ave. across from the Mu-
nicipal Complex. Call (908) 754-7885
for hours of operation at the library.

Notes FroMm The Senior Center

Two major events, an inaugur a) ;

“Reunion Sunday 'nn \]»nl 25 and |
the second installment of “Town His-
tory Day” on Nov. 7, will be held at
the Senior Center. Further informa-
tion will appear later in rhg 1ssues of
the Observer.

The Oral History Preservation Pro
gram is gqing forward with weekly
interviews &f present and former resi-
dents. To date, over 55 people have
participated in the interviewing pro-
cess. A hundred photographs of old
South Plainfield have also been ob-
tained. Anyone interested in giving an
oral history should contact Tulio
“Chuck” Capparelli at (908) 755-
7993.

The public is reminded that Histori-
cal Society meetings, held the second
Tuesday of the month, are open to the
public. The society meets at the senior
center, 90 Maple Ave., at 7:30 p.m.
from Janu: ary to December ( (except
July and \utrmn Membership is $10
for an individual and $15 for a family.

Call Dorothy Miele at (908) 754-
3073 for further information, or con-
tact the Society via email at
SPHistoricalSoc@cs.com. Your sup-
port and interest will help forward the
programs and initiatives of this orga-
nization which has dedicated itself to
preserve the history and heritage of the
Borough of South Plainfield.

A scam against seniors has come to
my attention which warrants my shar-
ing it with our South Plainfield seniors.

Two bogus chimney sweeps were
going door-to-door, soliciting repair
work, looking for unsuspecting sen-

iors to prey upon. They found a naive
and trusting woman who agreed to
have them service her chimney. How-
ever, before they were done, they
nearly cleaned out her bank account
as well. They told her she needed a lot

Our Lady Of Czestochowa
R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

§ invites you to join their parishioners in worship

Regular Masses:

Daily at 8am, Wed. eve. at 7:30 starting Feb. 25
Saturday eve. at 5:30pm, Sunday morn. 8am & 1lam

Stations of the Cross - 7:30pm

Every Friday during Lent

Slim and Tone

30 Minute Workout for Women
Of South Plainfield

Ideal for ages 13+
Clean, Private Setting

Friendly, helpful staff

(908) 769-0009

Staff Certified in CPR

$39
Monthly

No Initiation or
Process Fee

LOSE WEIGHT NOW!

Improve muscle tone and cardio fitness

Convenient ALL day hours

Mother/Daughter Special Rates

2601 Hamilton Boulevard

(Between Home Depot and Durbam Ave.)
1 Block from the Car Wash

30-Minute Workout
for Women

Rosemary Holt, PROPRIETOR
Vicky Kiczula, Co-MANAGER
Nancy Pasternak, StarF MEMBER
Melissa O'Connor, STAfF MEMBER
Amy Leso, STAFF MEMBER

of unnecessary work and kept upping
the cost. They scared their victim with
stories of fires and carbon monoxide
buildup due to a cracked chimney liner.
She actually got in a cab to go to the
bank to withdraw $1,900 to pay the
workmen. Fortunately for her, the cab
driver struck up a conversation with
the lady and alerted her to the scam.
They called the p()hu and the repair-
men were arrested for homeowner |
fraud. |
Many of these home improvement |
scams are seasonal. During winter
months, chimney cleaning and heat-
ing/cooling system servicing are the
hot scams. \u‘\ shortly we will begin
to see direct solicitation for drivew ay
sealing and repairs. These opportunis-
tc scammers usually look for seniors
or people who live alone so they have
only one decision maker to deal with.
Use caution when hiring home im-
provement contractors. Don’t get
work done on the spot. Don't let these
guys rush you. Get several estimates
and try to get recommendations from
neighbors and friends. If a repairman
stops at your home looking for work,
have him put the work being ordered
and the full cost of the work in writ-
ing. Tell him vou will call him. Ask
for a license or identfication, a busi-
ness card and referrals. Don't take their
word for it. Have them take a picture
of the damage they intend to repair
and show vou L\l\[l\ what 1s wrong. l
Consumers must stay alert. |

Lenten Fish
Dinners Return
To Sacred Heart

The Society of Saint Vincent de
Paul of the Sacred Heart Church will
again sponsor their famous Lenten
Fish Dinners on Feb. 27, March 5, 12,
19, 26 and Apr. 2

Dinners will be served 1n the Sacred
Heart School cafeteria, at 149 South
Plainfield Ave., p-m.

The menu will feature filet of fish

(fried, broiled, parmigiana) or pizza;
fresh garden salad, h\nxh fries or

from5t0 7

macaront and cheese, cole slaw, cof-
fee, tea or cold drink, plus dessert. Take
out orders are also available. Admis-
sion is $8 for adults, $7 for seniors and
$4 for children. Pay at the door.
Stations uftha Cross will be held in
the Church at 7

7 p.m.
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Left to right are Cooperative Education Coordinator Deirdre Falato, high

school seniors Jeanine Christopher and Courtney Krajcik, Applied

Technology Team Leader John Lartaurd and Frank Licato, owner of Frank

P. Licato Agency, who has sponsored many high school students in the

Cooperative Education program.

CE Program Offers Students
Career Awareness Training

The South Plainfield Business As-
sociation hosted advisor and student
guest speakers from the South Plain-
field Cooperative Education (CE)
gram.

Cooperative Education/School to
Careers Program is designed to de-
velop student awareness of career op-
tions. The curriculum allows students
to experience the real work world, ex-
plore their career options, personal
skills, abilities and help them make
college decisions.

Seniors learn what the real work
world is all about beginning with pre-
paring for their first interview and then
getting on the job experience in the
work place. The program has assisted
students in careers ranging from com-
puter programer, forensics specialist,
mysterv shopper, pet sitter, telecom-

P(T e

munication specialist, chiropractor,
contractor and graphic artist, to name
All in all,
assisted in learning about more than
70 different job tvpes. Last year, CE
students received more than $100,000
in scholarships.

High school students Courtney
Krajcik, who plans to pursue equine
training, and Jeanine Christopher,
who wants to specialize in non-profit
management, spoke about their goals
and how the CE program has helped
them.

If you would like to find out more
about the Cooperative Education Pro-
gram contact Deirdre Falato, CE Co-
ordinator or John Lartaud, Applied
Technology Team Leader at South
Plainfield High School.

a few. students have been

2

CURE THE WINTER BLUES
WITH SOME FUN IN THE SUN!

&W
Our Staff!

129 South Plainfield Ave. south Plainfield

.. FIRST CLASS TRAVEL 5

Your Concierge To The World ,
(908) 7533777 v

Travel Professionals Specializing in
Honeymoens, Cruises, Family & Group Travel

travelbymichele@msn.com

Karate is NOT
Just for Kids!

Build Strength, Endurance and Confidence

Over (ﬁ“é of our adult roster is comprised of people 35 & over

L N ] Y .
«* NO CONTRACTS ®e
ompare Qur Low Weekly Rates.
o Ask About Our Refund Policy o

®e oo S5 o0 ° .

New Classj Starts March 4

o Ernje Temple S -
. School of Karate &

Located in the Dunellen Knights of Columbus,
Corner of Grove & South Ave., Dunellen

Call Now to Watch A Class!

(908) 561 -6464

www.templesschoolofkarate.com

Adult Classes Run 7:30-9:30pm
Children’s Classes Run Mon-Tues-Thurs, 3:45-5:15pm
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Rotary Club Wine

Tasting Evening
March 1

The South Plainfield and Edison
Rotary Clubs will sponsor a Wine Tast-
ing evening on March 1 at the Clarion
Hotel on Rt. 27 in Edison from 6 to
9 p.m. Price of a ticket is $20.

Tickets may be purcha ased from any |
Rotary member or at Oak Tree Buy |
Rite Wines & Spirit on at 902 Oak ‘
Tree Rd. in South Plainfield or VW
Liquors in Wick Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter on Rt. 1 in Edison. For further in-
formaton, call (908) 561-0051.

SPHS Music Boosters |
Meeting

March b

All parents of students in the South
Plainfield High School Band and Cho-
rus are invited to attend the Music

Booster meeting on Wednesday, March
3 ar 7 p.m. in the SPHS Band Room.

VFW Country Breakfast
March 7

The VFW Memorial Post #6763,
located on Front St., will be hosting a
Country Breakfast on Sunday, March
7, from 8 to 11 a.m. The donation is
$5 and children 12 years and under
are $3. For more information, call
(908) 668-9751 after 3 p.m. dailyand
12 Noon on weekends.

Jr. Baseball Club
Presents Pro Wrestling
March 8

The South Plainfield Junior Base-
ball Club will hold a fundraising Pro
Wrestling match at the South Plainfield
Middle School on March 6. Doors
open at 7 p.m., bell time is 8 p.m.

Cost of tickets are §25, $20 and
$15. Tickets are available at Sport-
world or at the door.

Morris Ave. Seniors
Atlantic City Trip

March 9

The seniors at 151 Morris Ave. are
planning a bus trip to Adantic City on
Tuesday, March 9 to the Showboat
Casino. The cost is $15 and you re-
ceive $15 from the casino. The bus

leaves the senior residence at 151 Morris
Ave. at 9 am. and returns at 7:30 p.m.
The trip is open to the public. Bring a
friend. For information or to purchase
a ticket, contact Frank (908) 753-1083 |
or Cricket at (908) 753-7027. |

AARP Chapter 4144

Drivers Course
March 10-11, 13 & 20

. : o1 1
A detensive drnvers course will b

Wednesday and Thursday, |
Mar. 10 and 11 at Senior Center.
A second course will be held on Sat-
urday, Mar. 13 and 20 at Muhlenberg |
Hospital. For more deta
, call A\h:"\' at (732

SPHS PTA Annuadl
Auction/Raffled

March 13

The SPHS PTA’s Project Gradua- |
tion Auction/Raftle will be held on Sat
urday, March 13 in the South Plainficld |
High School Gymnasium. All pro
ceeds benefit the SPHS Class of 2004 [
Project Graduation. Doors open at 6
p.m. The Raffle/Auction begins at 7 |
p.m. Tickets are $10. No one under ‘
the age of 18 will be admitted.

held on

te

11
11

W“, and reser

vations ) 752-3764.

What’s
happening in

FEB/MARGH

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

Senior Center

EVENTS

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 A.M. TO 12:30 PM.

MONDAY

Monthly mgetings will now be on the third Thursday of the month

March 3-Atlantic City Trip to Taj Mahal
March 17-Hunterdon Hills

Playhouse “ :
- April 7—Atlantic City Trip to Taj Mahal
May 26— Hunterdon Hills

-~

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

The Rainmaker”

Playhouse “Everyone Loves Opal”

Adult Crafts
9:30-11:30am

Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class
11:30am-12:30pm

Ladies Social
Group 10am

Bingo 10am-2pm

Lunch Available

Men's Forum 1pm
TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SENIOR CITIZEN'S CENTER, VISIT THE CENTER.

THURSDAY

Shopping
Pathmark 9am
Practical Crafting
10amto 11am

Income Tax Preparation
9am-Noon

FRIDAY

Bingo 10am-2pm

Pizza Lunch 27

Bridge Club 12:30pm

20

Exercise 8:45-9:45
Movie Time 11:30am 3
AARP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class

Income Tax Prep 9am-Noon | 11am & 1pm

Computer Class 12-2pm | Line Dancing 10am

Atlantic City Trip

Weekly Shopping at

Pathmark 9am

Practical Crafting 10-11am

Income Tax Prep
9am-Noon

Pinochle Club 1pm

Bingo 10am-2pm -
4 Pizza Lunch Avail. 5
Bridge Club 12:30pm

For nckets and auction information,
call (908) 756-3731 or (908) 756-
6512 or email ando1932@aol.com.

Franklin PTA Auction/
Raffle Night

March 20

The Franklin School PTA is spon-
soring their annual Auction/Raffle
Night. The event will be held on Sat-
urday, March 20 at 6:30 p.m. at the
South Plainfield High School Gym.

With cvcrvadvanwduckctsalc vou
will receive a'complimcnmn' ticket for
a grand prize drawing. Food is wel-
comed and soft drinks will be avail-
able for purchase.

Price of the tickets are $7 in advance
and $10 at the door. For more infor-
mation or to purchase tickets, call
Dorothea at (908) 753-7117 or Terry
at (908) 753-2864.

Troop 207 Chili Fest

March 21

BSA Troop 207 from the Knights
of Columbus will hold their 5th an-
nual “All You Can Eat Chili Fest” on
Sunday, March 21 at the South
Plainfield High School Cafeteria from
3 to 7 p.m. Tickets are $4 cach and
are can be purchased from any Troop
207 Scout or at the door. This
fundraiser benefits the troop to help
them in purchasing camping supplies
that are needed. Please come and sup-
port our Troop and enjoy the Chili.

For additional information please

:‘ call f‘)()‘é) 753-2562. Hope to see you

SEEER]

' Rescue Squad
' Auxiliary Basket Bingo

March 28

The South Plainfield Rescue Squad

\n' iliary }vr ents the 2™ annual Bas
ket Bingo, held on Sunday, March 28.
])()rn s open at 12 Noon—calling be-

gins at 1 p.m. sharp! The Basket lm]”u

will be held at the South Plainfield
Rescue Squad Building, Plainfield
Avenue. Advance ticket price 1s $20.
The door price is $25. Ticket price in-
cludes 16 games, four specials and

door prizes. Raffle, 50/50 and extra

: 4{.1'\ %
| formation,

| WWW

{
boards are also available. All péocccds
benefit the South Plainfield Rescue
Squad. For more information or to
purchase tickets in advance, call Denise

at (732) 261-8942 or Tracy at ("32) |

841-4844.

Recreation Plans Trip
to Atlantic City

March 28

The South Plainfield Recreation is
sponsoring a trip to Resorts Casino,
Atlantic Citv on Sunday, March 28.

The bus leaves the PAL at 10:30
a.m. and returns to the PAL at 8:30
p.m. The price is $13 per person and
you receive $15 in coins. You can pur-
chase tickets at the PAL every week-
day from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The PAL
is located on Maple Ave.

Rainbow Academy
Plans Open House
April 17

Rainbow Academy Child Care Cen-
ter, located at 2177 Oak Tree Rd., will
hold an Open House on Saturday,
April 17, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Rainbow Academy offers a variety
of programs to fit your child’s needs,
from ages six weceks to cight years.
There is limited space available for the
infant, nursery, pre-kindergarten, half-
day pre-school and summer camp pro-
grams. Everyone who registers will re-
ceive one free month of ParentWatch,
an internet viewing service. Fora demo
of their
website at www.parentwatch.com.

video services, visit their

In addition to the Open House, you
are invited to visit the center for a tour
during normal operating hours (7 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Fri
For directions and additional in
visit their website at

rrainbowacademv.com.

Historical Society

Reunion Sunday
A[)ril 25

South Plainficlders! Renew old
friendships and reminisce of times
gone by at “Reunion Sunday” on April
25 from 1-4 p.m. The “Reunion Sun-

day” is sponsored by the South

Send Us Your Evenits?

Mail or drop off stories and photos to South Plainfield
Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield,
NJ 07080, fax (908) 668-8819; or email to ggnan@aol.com.

~

Plainfield Historical Society. It will be
held at the South Plainfield Senior
Center, 90 Maple Ave. Light refresh-
ments will be available and there is no
admission fee. All are welcome. Don’t
worry- there’s ample parking!

— Out of Town —

Books for Jamaican

Film Festival
February 26

Books for Jamaica is presenting a
Jamaican Film Festival. Three docu-
mentary films will be featured: “Life
of Bob Marley;” “Marcus Garvey: To-
ward Black Natonhood” and “Haile
Selassie’s 1966 Visit to Jamaica.”

Books for Jamaica is a non-profit
sohdarity organization affiliated with
the Watchung Avenue Presbyterian
Church. Books for Jamaica ships
books and computers to community
based organizations, schools and other
public institutions in Jamaica.

The Jamaican Film Festival will take
place on Feb. 26 at 7 p.m. at the
Wartchung Avenue Presbyterian Church
Auditorium, 170 Watchung Ave. in
North Plainfield. For information and
directions call (908) 755-2781. All are
invited to this free event.

Circle Players Present
“Our Country’s Good”

Feb. 27 through March 7

Our Country’s Good, a compelling
Timberlake Wertenbaker
about the triumph of the human spirit,

drama by
opens at Circle Players, the commu
nity theater of Piscataway, on Friday,
February 27.

Performances are Fridays, Feb. 27,
March 5 and 12; Saturdays, Feb. 28,
March 6 and 13, 8 p.m. Sunday mati
nees are Feb. 29 and March 7

Tickets for opening night, Feb. 27

at3 p.m

are $13 and include a champagne re
All other Friday and Satur
day performances are $12. Matinees
arc $11 (or two for $20). Seniors and
students receive $1 off with L.D.

u'})l]()[l.

Circle Players is located at 416 Victoria
Ave. in Piscataway. For tickets and infor
mation, call (732) 968-7555.

Woodbridge Widows
or Widowers Dance
February 29

Arca Widows or
(WOWSs) will hold a

fundraiser dance/social on Sunday,
Feb. 29 from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. All

The Woodbridge
Widowers

are welcome. There will be a live band
and refreshments will be available.

Admission is $8. The dance will be
located at the EIK’s Hall, 665 Rahway
Avenue, Woodbridge.

For more information, call (732)
297-1775.

Student Robot

Teams Competition
March 5-6

A record number of 51 high school
teams, cach with remote-controlled
robots they designed and built, will fill
Trenton’s ’m\uu"n Bank Arena for
WO action- pnkgd days of competition
on Friday, March 5 and Saturday,
March 6. Complete with pep squads,
screaming fans and play-by-play com-
mentary, the New Jersey First Regional
Robotics Competitions, sponsored by
Johnson & Johnson, is the “big league™
event to celebrate kids working smart
in science and technology. th com-
petition takes place on \hnh 5 and
6,9 am. to 4 p.m. at the S(Mmyn
Bank Arena in Trenton. For more infor-

mation, visit www.usfirst.org.

Edison Symphony
Finale Concert

March 6

The Edison Arts Society has an-
nounced that the Edison Symphony
Orchestra Season Finale concert will
be presented at 8 p.m. on Saturday,
March 6 at the Middlesex County
College Performing, Arts Center.

Reserved seats for this concert are
on sale: adults at $30 cach and stu-
dents at $25. Ask about our special
Movie Magic dinner/concert package
offered at $45 per person in conjunc-
tion with the Sheraton Edison Hotel
Group rates are available and both Visa
and MasterCard are accepted. Call the
Edison Arts Society office at (908) 753
ARTS now to reserve best seating!

Sunday Brunch at
American Legion

March 7

We're having a Sunday Brunch! On
Sunday, March 7,
p.m.,

from 9 am. to 1
the Dunellen American Legion
Post 119 invites vou to attend the
brunch. The price is $6 at the door
The food served will be cggs/omelets
(any style, made to order), homemade
pancakes, waffles and french toast,
crispy bacon and sausage, country style
biscuits and gravy, homefries, toast,
coffee cake, coffee and tea. The Amerni
can Legion Post 119 is located at 137
New Market Road, Dunellen

For additional information, please
contact Lynn Gracamini at (732) 752

3808 or postl 19@optonline.net

Chinese Auction at
Resurrection of Christ

b 4

March

A Chinese
the Resurrection of Christ Church,
649 Bound Brook Rd. Rt. 28 in
Dunellen on Sunday, March 7. Doors

Auction will be held at

open at 12 noon and calling begins at
2 p.m.

A large variety of items are offered,
|11«ludx|w Easter items, perfumes,
hulmh()]d items, gift certificates and
all the other good stuff. The kitchen
will be open for purchase of food. Free
coffee and cake 1s available and there
will be door prizes. The donation is
$5a person.

For more information, call (732
873-1731 or (732) 752-5741. Snow

date i1s Sunday, March 14.

)
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Franklin Renews Kindness and Justice Challenge

By Patricia Abbott

Kindness-helping others and jus-
tice-standing up for what is right-two
simple but important lessons that are
part of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
legacy. Franklin School students re-
cently concluded a study of that legacy,
the Martin Luther King Kindness and
Justice Challenge, a nine-day quest
honoring the values of the late civil
rights leader.

The students learned about King
and his ongoing but peaceful struggle
to gain freedom and equality for all
people. Part of cach school day was
set aside for activities related to the
challenge. Each day a new value was
introduced. l)unnﬂ the course of the
program, the dnldlu) Jearned about

vision, empowerment, courage, inclu-
sion, tolerance, respect, responsibility,
perseverance and on the ninth day, re-
flection and celebration. They dis-
cussed the meaning of cach value and
looked for ways to act on them within
their school, home and community:
School Principal Nancy Erickson
noted the youths sang songs of peace
and brotherhood each morning and
listened to parts of Dr. King’s famous
March on Washington, “I Have a
Dream” speech. The students ended
their annual K & ] Challenge with a
student body assembly. Each grade
offered a brief presentation represent-

- _A)h_“\h WL‘) had learned about Dr. .
Kings beliefs. The t xrﬁ:’r‘ﬂr TAMP

students led the songs, which included
We Shall Overcome, All You Need is Love
and We Are The World.

Results of their studies were visible
in the lobby, where dozens of paper
hearts proudly noted acts of kindness
and justice completed by the children
throughout the project. Reading
teacher Esther Marcus organized the

K & J Challenge as she has done for
the past seven years.

The National K & J Challenge was
founded in 1994 by students and
teachers in Newark.

{

——

Student’s
K & J Pledge

During the Kindness and Jus-
tice Challenge and ALWAYS, 1
pledge to: '

Act compassionately; act respect-
fully, act nbnviolently, act fairly, act
honestly, act responsibly, demon-
strate moral courage, serve my
ComMunity, m\ mmds my hmx!\
my school, m\ nughlxnhrxxi and
celebrate my ﬂnht\ to take action

to improve the world around me |

in both small and large wavs.

- T MISS”
sXOUR €HANCE.

i1 WILL BE GONE
BEECIRE YOIl K NOW I

The APRIL 2nd issue of the Observer will be mailed
to every home in South Plainfield. Don’t miss this
opportunity to reach the almost 9,000
households in South Plainfield!

CALL EARLY TO RESERVE BEST PLACEMENT
908-668-0010

Call for rates & info. Deadline to reserve space is March 22.
Ads submitted after that date must be camera ready.
| For premium placement, add 25%.

southplainfieldpeople
Milestones

Sierzega Accepted in Honors Program
ga Accepted in H. Prog

Joseph A. Sierzega, Jr., a sopho-
more at The University of Maryland,
has been accepted into the university’s
Kinesiology Honors Program. This
program was established to recognize
those students with outstanding aca
demic achievements in the study of Ki-
nesiological Science. He is currently
one of a limited number of students
in this Honors Program.

Joey, as he is affectionately called by
his family and friends, has also been
named to the Dean’s List for the sec-
ond consecutive semester with a cumu-
lative GPA of 3.54. He graduated from
South Plainficld High School in 2002
as class salutarorian and plans to gradu-

Joseph Sierzega ate from UMD in the spring of 2006.

Bonney and Patzwa are Married

Alton Bonney of Clark and Marjorie
Kennedy of Garwood have announced
the marriage of their daughter, Lynn
April Bonney to Michael Patzwa, son
to the late Steven Patzwa and Patricia
Quattrocchi.

Lynn and Michael, both ongmall\'
from Garwood, have lived in South
Plainfield for two and a half years.

The couple was married at the Old
Mansion in Elizabeth on Dec. 13,
2003.

Share your good news! “

We'd like to include your births,
promotions, weddings, anniversaries
and announcements in Milestones.

1000077277 QLRREELLO
K& uslen 6}%}(1&025 / Gi Gifls. ne
SF .“61'“’; i Great Selection of
: nm:mz JING DAILY! Boyd’s Bears
gpn Great All Indlusive Craft & Ceramic Birthday Parties
>4 South Plainfield Ave. 908-755-5060

Boyds Bears * Village Candles * Personalized Handcrafted Items

We provide:

» Skilled Nursing Care

* Home Health Aides
Homemakers

» Baby Nurses

* Live-In's Hourly

Certified. Licensed & Bonded

You can receive the care you need in the
privacy of your own home.

Call Dorson Home Care.

732- 3760003 886-576-3460+973-672-7691
o~ “Demonstrating Healtheare With Jutegrity " o~ @C
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Less Pain Means More Freedom! !

Do You Have...

Chronic Neck & Back Pain = Myofascial Pain = Headaches  Fibromyalgia
Sports Injuries » Musculoskeletal Pain « Arthritic Pain
Reflex Sympathetic Dystrophy (CRPS 1) = Cancer Pain
Neuropathic Pain = Spasticity Management

) ...We Can Help?
=
; NEW PATIEN
Pain Management

h
Associates of Central Jersey, P.C. i
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Birch Pointe Commons e 3840 Park Ave., Suite 102, Edison

(732) 549-9049
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Middle School students decorated anything and everything in the
hallways during their annual team competition.

Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul
Alvarado, Pastor
S of R ifiati

Saturday 10-11 a.m., 4-4:45 p.m.
and after 5 p.m. Vigil Mass

Mass Schedule:

Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.

Weekdays 6:30 a.m. (except Monday) 9:00 a.m. (church)

Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Ho[y Days 7 p.m. (Vigil); 6:30 and 9 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7 pam.

Grant School Announces Honor Roll

High Honor Roll-Taylor Adorna,
Alvssa Aicllo, Rachel Alexa,
Allen, Christopher Anvamene, Oscar
Arriaga, Ashley Ava, Elizabeth Becker,
Mark Benak, Morgan Bethea, Jimmy
Bijlani, Rvan lnlluh Javme Bishop,
Jeffrey Imd\l Candice Brown, Adam
Buck, Olivia Butler, Joelle Butrico,
Alisa Calderone, Kenneth Calderoni,
Amanda Calvi, Natalie Colucci,
Stephen Coppi, Jillian Cortese, Kayla
Cotone, Kristie Crilley, Snehal Darj,
G. Bjorn DelaCruz, —\ngglil)g\mns
Michael Dispenziere, Brandon
Downes, Nicole Firmin, Michaela
Fore, Alana Franco, Jessica Frank,
Amanda Freitas, Matthew Galinsky,
Jordan Gamble, ]cﬁi‘cy Gillen, Steven
Grzenda and Aaron Guiang,.

Jaclyn Handwerger, William Hart-
mann, Jenna Heckel, Nicholas Heil-
mann, Paige Herriott, Charles Huber,
Riley Hubner, Dana Hunt, Daniel
Hunt, Joseph Ifrach, Arham Jain, Tay-
lor Jarema, Kristina Jewkes, Kyle Kacz-
ka, Megan Kaczka, Namarta Kalia,
Lauren Keane, Jenae Keith, Brigitte
Kelly, Michael Krusinowski, Patrick
3 md\ Dung Le, Harrison Lee, Ryan
Lind, Thal il _opez, Natalie \hdursl\x
Jennifer Martinez, Sean McDede, Dy-
lan McDermott, Jamie McLean, Am-
ber Miller, Edwin Molina, Andrew
Muhlgeier and KellenNaranjo.

Erin O’Connor, Jara O'Day, Brit-
tany Pasquarella, Raja Patel, Ruchi
Patel, Shruti Patel, I\cll\ Pauls, Emily
Piekarski, Anthony I’mno Amanda
Plum, Kyle Pompilio, Samantha Pu-
kash, Frederick Reichert, Katelyn
Rems, Patricio Robles, ‘Sara Roibal,
Jonathan Romero, Nicholas Ross, Ri-
chard Rotella, Cindy Ruiz, Joana Sa,
Jake Salerno, Karly Sanko, Danielle
Schaaf, Justin Sealy, Eric Shumaker,
Manraj Singh

Daniel Smith, Dennis Smith, Re-
becca Smith, Rosa Spallieri, Daniel
Sticco, Jonathan Sukenik, Michael
Sullivan, Stephanie Tercek, Danielle
Tramutola, Agupunam Utondu, Wil-
liam Whitefleet, Sara Wojewodka,
Cody Woodruft, Kerry Yorkanis and
Ellen Zinsky.

Jesse

Honor Roli-Isabel Afonso, Juliana
Agrillo, Jenna Alexander, Stephanie
Alexander, Lisa Afano, Freddy Alman-
zar, Bacilio Alvarado, Brittany Alva-
rado, Shvam Amin, Sadiq Amini, Jhe-
marr Anderson, Angela Ang, Lauren
Annetta, Stephanie Annunziata, Carly
Ashnault, Brian Babinetz, Favian Bal-
za, Stephen Balzer, Victoria Belen,
Joshua Biggs, Scot Bishop, Alcksandra
Blazejowicz, Joanna Bosse, Kimberly
Bosse, Andrea Brady, Brandon Brady,
Matthew Brazza, Dorsey Britton, Wil-
liam Brown, Henna Budhan, Ursula
Buice, Jacob Butynski, Heather
Calderone, Constance Caldroney, Cas-
sic Capparelli, Rebecca Camey, Erika
Carrillo, Amanda Ceriniand Megan
Cerini.

Leiloni Chepulis, Joshua Christen-
dat, Christine Christian, Stephanie

The Lacerda Team is On The Move...
Selling homes in South Plainfield

The Lacerda Team Lists More Properties!!
The Lacerda Team Sells More Properties!!
The Lacerda Team Listed & Sold Over 70 Homes in 2003!!

IF YOU'RE THINKING ABOUT SELLING
YOUR HOME,

CALL THE LACERDA TEAM
FOR A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS TODAY'

C}eniuu':Zl

Moretti Realty

“The Lacerda Team” (908) 755-5300 Ext. 302 The
225 Maple Avenue (908) 578-1166 Cellular Asraos
South Plainfield, NJ 07080 s

Email: LacerdaA@MorettiRealty.com « Website: www.LacerdaTeam.com Sales

There’s
Strength

IF YOU HIRE AN
AVERAGE AGENT...

In REMEMBER, THERE'S
1 NO § NG AS AN
¥ Hc0 e uers QRN

TRANSACT I()’\‘

IHP LACE Rl)\ TEAM

EXPERII
ALL1
FORY ()l }

ALWAYS CALL THE
LACERDA TEAM

I ;! ‘ht‘] Andrea & Jesse Lacerda

AcCrad

'lc.:rn 908-755-5300 EXT. 302
Sales Cell Phone 908-578-1166

Christian, James Coccaro, Kevin
Coffey, Ray Coletta, Maria Comaya-
gua, la‘tu\ Conroy,
\mLh (hn\n»phu Cupo, Michele
D’Angelo, Frank DeBiase, Jaclyn
DeC ||hs Deanna Dean, Sarah Delair,
Jennifer Deligne, Abigail Demegillo,
Justin Deoliveira, Gaganjot Dhaliwal,
Bianca DeDolce, Meghan Dekran-
cesco, Francisco Dias, Luigi Diaz, Jen-
nifer Dillon, Nicole Disch, Jonathan
Ditmars, Thuy Trang Doan, Katherine
Douglas, l)unl)mn as, Tyler Driscoll,
}ohn Duran, Glenn hind"L Manyah
El, Michael Eosso, Devin Evans, E liza-
beth Fasullo, Ryan Flanagan, Darrec
Font, Alex Frank, Paola huu Kyle
Freuler, Joseph hly\//l Connor (nllls
Lucas Goitiandia, Joseph Gonzalez,
Elizabeth Gratta, Kaitlyn Graziano,
Logan Green, Charles Gruver, Ga-
brielle Guancione, Darren Guiang,
Michelle Gustafson, Teresa Gustafson,
Sarah Hageman, jaimic Handwerger,
Daniel Hansen, Ryan Ilmm«rmn
Gregory Harvey, Kenneth II\\\\ ard,
(hmtophgr Hebreo, Gregory Herb-
ster, Michelle Hemandez, \uolg Her-
rador, Peter Hiavka, Jorgen-Erik
Holtermann, Alexander Horn, Tori
Huber, Kyle Hughes, Rvan Hutchi-
son, ]ulmtu Ilnrn (()unnc\ Irber,
Iris Ivaniuc, Rajesh Jaikaran, Amizan
Jaleel, Keely Joaquim, Brandon Jones,
Megan Kerper, Maher Khan, Alexan-
der Khidre, Kelly Kline, Andrew
Kovalevich, Steven Kovalevich, Julian
Krupit, Hieu La and Marina Lam.
Sang Le, Tafty Le, Tammy Le, Jus-
tin Lesky, Frank Licato, Cory Limone,
Vincent Lionetti, Samantha Listorti,
Alexander Liszewski, Matthew Little,
Thomas Loalbo, Jayce Lombardi,
Philip Longo, Kevin Lopez, Norma
Lopez, I\lrl Lowery, Amelia Lyte,
Mehgan Makowski, Kurt Maniaci,
Chante Martin, Elizabeth Martin, Sa-
rah McCarthy, Holly McDede, Lind-
say McMahon, Megan McMahon, Tif-
fany McRae, Chelsi Melendez, Denzel
Mensah, Michelle Miller, Zachary
Mitchell, Michael Mocharski, Parin
Mody, William Mott, Jose Mova, Fe-
licia Mulhearn and Amanda Murtagh.

Jesse Coury-

PGP

Christine Nau, Christopher Neg
ron, Chelsea Ng, Andrew Nﬂn\ul
Ashley Nﬂn\ul Michelle f\uuun
Anthony f\nmu\ l(mph Nic astro,
Kristianna \u lm/\l\ Eric Niemeyer,
Patrick O *Connor, Shane O *Connor,
Ivanosa Ogbevoen and Fadésola
Ojeikere.

Nicholas Okoszko, Christopher
Oprysk, Pearl Paguntalan, Kristina Pa-
lazzo, Brian Palma, Dylan Papa, Mich-
acl Parello, Kairav Parikh, Shawn
Parisi, Steven Paskowitz, Victoria Pas-
quarella, Robert Pasternak, Aesha Pa-
tel, Ankur Patel, Kishan G. Patel,
Kishan S. Patel, Jason Pattison, Daniel
Peel, Alycia Pereira, Vasant Persaud,
Ashley Pierce, Amanda Pileggi, Gerald
Pinto, Brittany Plasse, Jeffrey Praul,
Cassandra l’unduwm l\l\l\ Prins,
Michael Pullen, Lewis Qmudu
Deanna Ranger, Amanda Ray, Jessica
Ray, Rundo Reyes and Ryan Rhoads.

Christopher Richard, Nicholas Rin-
con, Hector Rivera, Valeria Rivera,
Gamriel Rosario, Lucille Roseo, Julie
Rosocha, Sharif Ross, Carlos Ruiz, Jil-
lian Rutowski, Ryan Sacco, Robert
Sacks, Idris Sadiq, Katherine Samul,
Joaquin Santos, Matthew Santos, Jen-
nifer Saravia, Nicholas Savoca, Katelyn
Scarinci, Jessica Sc 1rpm() Courtney
Schaefer, Matthew Schaefer, Michele
Schuetz, Alyssa Scrudato, James Seyf-
fart, Andrea Sierra, Joao-Rafael Si-
moes, Michael Simone, Rupinder
Singh, Alexandra Skula, Nicole
Slatky, Italia Spallieri, Brandon
Staynings, Amanda Steger, Julie Stilo,
Katherine Stilo, Nicole Stoeckel,
Megan Storm, Francis Suarez, Ed-
ward Sullivan, Matthew Sward,
Timothy Sweeney, S\mmth\ Swierc,
Richard Szeliga, r\n(mlnn Tamburri,
Joseph Thibault, Pravin Thompson,
Brian Tjong, Shana Tom, Julie Tran,
Kristin Treslar, Nina Trujillo, Nicole
Usuriello, Luis Valladares, Bryant
Villamarin, Yoshua Werts-Galloway,
Tvier Whalen, Andre Williams.
Briana Williams, Brittany Williams,
Heba Younes, Thomas Zazzara, Ash-
ley Zeccardo, Kaitlyn Zielinski and
Christopher Zwatschka.

Sandwuches Homemade Salads |

w{ﬁ? D@?Zﬂ%&?i

;| 6" HERO
|GH'2""ONE

1 \ Valid thru 3/5/04 / \

“Quality Food For
Everyday Heroes”

WIIOI.!II!RO |
Il cev1/21e. | HOMETOWN
SALAD | |

| «99° || FREE

Valid thru 3/5/04
ng per cﬂPJ_ 7

HEROS

340 Hamilton Blvd.,
| (908) 755-HERD (4376) '
(BY THE DARE BLD6.) |
e 6 b

Fast ApprovaLs...GREAT RATES...PERSONALIZED SERVICE
We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing
Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases * Refinance * Debt Consolidation
Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification LLoans
Borrow up to 125% of Value * Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

Mike Dixon,
President

gage

Licensed Mortgage Broker - NJ Depl. of Banking

Se Habla Espanel

908-822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ
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Amy Patel, VFW Commander Harold Evegan and Past Commander Rudy Poczak

Ashley Ritchey

Brittany DeNitzio

Ravi Patel

VFW Announces “Voice of Democracy” Winners

First place winner Kristina Latonio

Members of the VEW Post #6763
proudly presented their annual “Voice
of Democracy”
high school students at ceremonies
held last Friday.

Rudy Poczak and Post Com-
mander Harold Evegan made the
presentations while parents, teachers
and friends looked on with pride.

High school students truly have
the greatest challenge in this contest.
They not only have to write an essay,
on what democracy means to them,
but they also have to make a record-
ing of their essay. Students usually
find that making the recording is
much more difficult and challenging

prizes to winning

than just writing an essay.

Several munhcrs of the VFW
spent hours reviewing the entries and
finally chose five winners. Entries do
not have the students’ names, so they
don’t know the actual winners until
after they judge the essays.

First place winner was Kristina
Latonio, second place went to Amy
Patel and three students, Brittany
DeNitzio, Ashley Ritchey and Ravi
atel, placed third.

First place winners were awarded
$250; second place $200 and third
place $175. The first place winners
were also asked to read their essays
for the audience.

The VEW
year to support their scholarship and
They try to educate
students about what the VFW stands

holds fundraisers all
contest awards.

for and how its members are an im-
portant reason why America enjoys
freedom and is a democracy.

This contest continued to grow
cach year is because of the encourage-
ment from the teachers and advisors
in our scho()l district.

in the Dtsmu Lss@x (,<mruL If rl\q
win at that level they move onto the
National Competition.

After hearing a few of the essays,
one could only feel that each was a

winner and the contestants all got the
message of what democracy means.

VFW Memorial Post 6763 recently
presented awards to the winners of the
annual Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest.
The winners, students at South
Plainfield Middle School, were Nicole
Brooks, first place; Kathryn Paterek,
second place and Ashley Sacks, third
place.

Barbara Pinelli-McDonough, a
teacher at the Middle School, was pre-
sented an award as the Post’s Out-
standing Teacher. She was also the
eighth district’s (Middlesex County)
first place winner.

Curves, 30 Minute Fitness and
Weight Loss Center in South
Plainfield, will be joining the
Cupyes Intgrnational, Ing. Stood
for Friends” food drive to benefit
local food banks. Last year, the
Curves food drive collected over
2,250,000 pounds of food for lo-
cal communities across the nation.

Anyone joining Curves the week
of March 8 can bring a bag of gro-
ceries and have the normal service

nonperishables at Curves Monday
through Friday during business

Curves Supports “Food
for Friends”

fee waived. Anyone may drop off

Campaign

hours.

“The Food For Friends promo-
tion allows us, the franchisees, to
help anore women each thei fit:
ness goals, while giving back to the
community simultancously,? said
Elissa and Jerri, owners of the South
Plainfield Curves.

With almost 7,000 locations,
Curves 1s the world’s largest fitness
franchise and the fastest-growing
franchise in history. Currently,
Curves is helping over two million
women to realize their finess and
weight-loss goals everyday. :

Franchak N amed “Policeman of the Year”

Police Officer Dave Franchak with
his children.

(Continued from page 1)
graduating from South Plainfield
High School in 1988.

After graduation, Dave enlisted in
the U.S. Marine Corps, where he
served in active duty for four years.
During his enlistment, he obrained the
rank of Corporal, serving with honor

and distinction in the Persian Gulf

War. He received the following
awards: Rifle Marksman Badge, Pis-
tol Sharpshooter Badge, Letter of Ap-
preciation, Sea Service Deplovment
Ribbon (2nd award). Sout}
Service Medal, Humanitarian Service
Medal, Good Conduct Medal, Join
Mernitorious Unit Award and National
Defense Service Medal.

After he was honorably discharged
from the Marine Corps, Dave worked
for the N.J. Department of Correc-

west Asia

tons for five years.
In 1998, at the age of 29, Dave re-
alized his goal of becoming a police
officer in his hometown of South
Plainfield. He attended the N. J. State
Police Traiping Center in Sea Grit,
graduating in March of 1999.
Franchak has received many awards,
recognitions and letters of commen-
dations since joining the South
Plainfield Police Department. In ad-
dition, Dave has received many letters
and emails from citizens and organi-
zations praising him for his efforts,
compassion and professionalism.
“He 1s truly a role model for other
as the vouth of
Ild. He set the bar ex-
high for future law
ment professionals to follow;”

police omcers
South P

tremely

as well 2

enforce-
Merkler
concluded.

WHERE TO EAT IN AND AROUND SOUTH PLAINFIELD
Why Cook? Enjoy one of these South Plainfield restaurants everyday.

1('1') CREAMFACTORY

ORDER YOUR
VALENTINES

CAKES NOW!

Golden Acres Shopping (,tr.
3600 Park Ave. So. Plainfield

(908) 769-0016

Charlie’s Ice Cream Factory

P% 99&

\VIE TNAMESE RES

STYLE FisHl, CHIDS
& MORE... &

Tel (908) 222-2025
1912 Park Ave. South Plainfield

10* off

with this ad

&(}Mden Acres Shopping Center |
| & Park Ave. & Oak Tree Ave. |
{ & Tuesday-Thurs. 11-9, Fri 11-10,

Sat. 10-10, Sun 10-9
CLOSED MONDAYS

Try a New Taste

TAURANT

QuiznosSus

MMMM...TOASTY!
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 226-5559

Located at Golden Acres Shopping Center at
intersection of Park Ave. and Oak Tre
where the old Bradlees was by Hong Kong

Road

Supermarket & Shopper’s World

this Season

Come in and see for yourself why...
Oven Toasted Tastes Better!!!

Advertise in the South [‘/um/uld Observer Dlmn(/ Guide. Choose fmm a one column ($180) or two column ($360) ad that runs

for 10 weeks. We will (/c.sz(qn a custom ad for your business. Also included is a one-time feature with write up & photo.

For more information, call 908-668-0010.
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BY LEE FLANAGAN

JUNIOR BASEBALL CLUB NOTES

Pony League Director
lnn\ Cassano has called a
meeting of all managers and &
coaches for Suhday evening,
Fe l\nnr\ 29. l’on\ B \\111
meet at 7 p.m. and Pony A
will meet at 8 p.m.

A manager and/or coach
will not be allowed on the field with-
out a club member’s card and thev
must have completed the Rurgers Cer-
tification course. This includes the
third and fourth coach that is in the
dugout. This situation will be moni-
tored during the season. Call Mike

English to register for this course if

you need it, at (908) 226-7713.

The months of February and March
are big planning months for us. With
the ‘\u\ Beginning™, there are many
new ideas. \1.1th 6 1s our big tryout
day for all Small Fry players. Tryouts
are at the PAL building;

8-vear-old tryours—8:30 a.m. to 10
a.m.

9-year-old wryouts-10 am to 11:30
a.m.

10- year-old tryouts—12
p-m. to 1 p.m.
/ 1l-year-old tryouts— 1
p-m. to 2:30 p.m.
12-year-old tryouts—
2:30 p.m. to 3:15 p.m.
The night of March 6 is
our “Base-Brawl 2004™ Jer
sey All Pro Wrestling Show at rhu
South Phinficld \hddk School gym-
nastum. Bell time is 8:00 pm. Ad\ ance
tickets will be available at Sportworld.

March 27 at Franklin School will be
our Pancake Breakfast

April 17 at Roosevelt School will
be our Spaghetti Dinner

May | at the VFW will be Casino
Night once again, with the Women’s
Auxiliary.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT:
There is a new burglar alarm system
in place at the SPJBC. You must see
Lee Flanagan for a new burglar alarm
code. Individuals will be assigned their
own code. Thank you for your coop-
eration in this matter.

Last Chance to Register for Ponytail Softball

The 2004 Ponytail Softball Regis-
tration is underway and will continue
until March 5. chmtmn(m is open tO
all South Plainfield resident girls, ages
8-13 as of October 1, 2003. All games
are plaved at Pitr Street Park. The fee

The
House-Call
Doc

“We Come To You”

is $35 per participant and there are
no refunds. A birth certificate is re-
quired to register new participants in
recreation programs, as well as a proof
of residency. You may register at the
PAL Building, Maple Avenue.

Phone: (908) 755-2289
Cell: (908) 581-3610

E-Mail: SoPIfdDoc@aol.com

Atello
Chiropractic Center, PC.

Dr. Patrick M. Aiello, D.C.

Ticket purchase includes

Sponedred by The S«

GOLDEN
e inaLe W

Alf bouts sanctioned by. NJ Association of USABoxing Inc.

Doors Open at 7 pm
é Bouts Start at 8 pm

Friday ~ April 16, 2004
South Plainfield High School

200 Lake Street, South Plainfield, NJ
General Admission ~ $12.00

GOLDEN RINGSIDE $ 75.00
« DINNER AT 5:00 PM

2 Hanaqanskestauram

7507 Plainfield Avenue, South Painfield, N

For"ﬁckets or Reservations Call
(908)226-7663 or (908)753134

a chance to win a 5I° Big Screen TV

BY RALPH FECH

Sophomore Vinnie Gmova’s (left) 175.5 season overall average for 85 games earned him “Rookie of the
Year” honors. Junior Matt Boley (right) set a new SPHS record for season overall average of 211.7 for 99
games. The old record ‘was Matt's 199.83 average, which he set in his freshman year.

Rec Forming Men’s and Woman’s Softball League

The South Plainfield Recreation De-
partment will again be offering a Men’s
and Woman’s Softball League.

Registration for the league is under-
way and will continue until the maxi-
mum number of six teams is reached.
Registration ends Friday, March 26.

Both leagues are open to the first
six teams to register. Teams play on
Tuesdav and Thursday evenings at
6:30 p.m. with rainouts made up on
the first available Friday. League play
commences on April 27 and concludes
in June. No residency rule applies. Each
team is responsible for paying halt of the
umpire’s fees before the game begins.

Men’s League amounts to $18 per
game. Fee is $240 per team before
March 15 and $260 after March 15.

Woman’s League amounts t0.518
per game. Fee is $170 per team be-
fore March 15 and $200 after.

Game times are subject to change, de-

Shotman Basketball
Camps Planned

Folks, SHOTMAN Basketball
Camps is having a basketball clinic on
Sundays Feb 15, 22, and 29 at the
Wardlaw Hartridge School on Inman
Ave. in Edison. The clinic is for boys
and girls grades five to 12. Cost is
$100 for all three sessions. For more
information, check out the upcoming
schedule of camps and clinics at http:/

/www.shotman.net.

pending on the number of teams.
If you have any questions, contact
the Recreation Department at (908)

.226-7714. Remember that no spots

will be held; registration will be open
to all teams, so please sign up garly to
avoid not having a spot for your team
this season.

Business Association Plans
Golf Outing in May

The South Plainfield Business As-
sociation is sponsoring their 7 An-
nual Golf Outing on Tuesday, May 4
at the Cranbury Gold Club in West
Windsor.

Entry fee includes the 18-hole event,
use of locker room, greens, fees and
cart; continental breakfast; compli-
mentary beverage cart; hot dog chips
“at the turn”™; open bar {beer, wine and
soda) and a BBQ luncheon. Casual
attire. No metal spikes are to be worn
on the greens.

Prizes will be awarded for hole-in-
one, the longest drive, closest to the
pin (two holes), low gross, low net
and the most honest golfer.

The day starts with the registration
and a continental breakfast from 8 to
8:45 a.m. The shotgun start will be-
gin at9 p.m. and the open bar begins
at 2 p.m. The BBQ luncheon starts at
2:30 p.m. and the day comes to a close
with the 3:30 p.m. 1w1rd ceremony.

The entry fees are as follows- Cor-
porate: l“wlg (includes foursome/flag/
tee)- $1, ()0() Birdie (includes two-

some/tec)- $500; Corporate Under
writer: Breakfast Sponsor- $250, Bev-
erage Cart Sponsor- $250, Flag 1* and
18" Green- $175, Flag 2™-17" (
$125 and Tee Sign- $100.
RSVP by April 18. For information,
call Bob Longo at (908) 753-7004 or
Ed Koznowicz at (908) 754-8900.

Baseball Club Plans
Chinese Auction

A Casino Royale and Chinese Auc-
tion is being sponsored by the SPJBC
on Saturday, June 5 at the VFW from
7 p.m. until midnight.

The cost is $50 per person and in-
cludes an open bar and buffet. Each
guest will receive $500 in play money.
Money must be redeemed for Chinese
auction tickets. Tickets can be used as
chances to win one or more prizes.

For ticket information, contact
Stacy Lake at (908) 757-9531. Tick-
ets are limited to the first 100 people.
Get are first come first serve. Tickets
available also on opening day, April 3.

srecn-

PRO WRESTLIN

SATURDAY MBARCGCH 6
SOUTH PLAINFIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL
2201 PLRINFIELD IIVE

DOORS OPEN
. 7PM
BELLTIME
8PM
TELEVISION
TAPING

THIS IS K FUNDRAISER f&
vrseiE OR THE SOUTH PLRINFIELD 1 :
UNIOR BASEBALL CLUB 541
WWE MTV STAR

CHRIS CANDING, SUNNY
IMIDGET MATCH, 20 MAN
BATTLE ROYAL.’3 TITLES

AL SNOW
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l\ l” P( )ﬂ\‘L‘S‘Ql()l] ()l a new 'SP 1])(.[ lnlk l(
dating the project back to 1964. All
this time the situation has been get-
ting worse. This solution is long over-
duc. WE NEED THIS ROAD!

The arguments against the project
seem to boil down to the following
three points.

1. We don’t know if the new road
will achieve the goal of moving trucks
oft residential streets.

South Plainfield has known for de-
cades where the majority of these
trucks are coming from or going to
and 40 more years of traffic studies
will not change this. This minor ex-
tension wilk alleviate a large problem
and anyone who views the project
with an open mind will have to admit
that.

2. South Plainfield has not consid-
ered a ban on trucks.

Aside from the fact that these are
county roads over which South
Plainficld has no jurisdiction, many
companies that rely on trucks are lo-
cated in South Plainfield and unlike
some of our neighbors, we would not
unfairly restrict them even if we could.
A banner outside the New Jersey
Motor Truck Association reads “With-
out Trucks You Would be Homeless,
Hungry and Naked.” Trucks are an
important part of our economy, so
unless you want to live in a tree and
cat roots you had better leave room
for them. The selfish idea of diverting

= unpleasant traffic to neighboring com-
munities has contributed to our cur
rent situation.

3. We need more environmental
impact studies.

We hear this every time two or more
environmentalists are gathered to-
s.,cthcr They will never admit a project

1a.s been ‘Eroer J. ¢ ‘pluud because

“1t would then have to be allowed to
start. When all else fails they hope to
call for study after study until the
pm;u: dies for lack of interest or lack
of funds. This one will not!

The safety of our children and the
quality of our lives are being greatly
diminished by truck traffic. The Helen
Street Extension is without a doubt
the best solution and 1t will have vir-
tually no impact on the Dismal Swamp
area. This solution is long overdue.
WE NEED THIS ROAD AND WE
NEED IT NOW!

SINCERELY,
JACK PEDERSEN

To the Editor,

Last ‘week Governor McGreevey
announced that New Jersey would not
assist New York in disposing of its gar-
bage through a transfer facility in Lin-
den. New \(»rI\ officials were already
moving ahead at full speed to react-
vate a dormant rail line to transport
New York’s garbage through our state.
The New York City Sanitation Depart-

ment planned to ship their household
garbage from Staten Island to the
planned transfer station in Linden.
From there it would be transported
by rail across the Garden State to land
fills in Pennsylvania and Ohio. Every-
day these garbage trains would trans-
port up to 10,000 tons of New York
garbage along our neighborhoods, in-
cluding Edison Township and South
Plainfield, which are part of the 18
legislative district, which I represent
in the Assembly. It is estimated that
the number of trips per day along the
old Lehigh Valley line would more
than double. Apart from the environ-
mental and quality of life issues aris-
ing from the proposal, a commuting
nightmare would be created at railroad
crossings throughout the state. Some
estimate that a train would cross ev-
ery thirty minutes if this plan were
approved.

Don’t be misled by the argument
that New York’s garbabc will now be
trucked along the highways of New
Jersey. The alternate plan being con-
sidered by the City provides for trans-
portation by shlps to disposal sites in
other states. Therefore, there doesn’t
need to be a transfer station in New
Jersey at all. To quote Governor
McGreevey, “This is not New Jersey’s
problem and we’re not making it our
problem.”

The Governor must be commended
for his courage in taking on this fight.
One can only imagine the powerful
interests that are involved in this pro-
posal. Turge every resident of our state
to write the Governor and show him
vour support. You should also contact
your Assemblyperson and State Sena-
tor and tell them to support the
Governor’s position. We must be vigi-
lant. If this plan isn’t blocked now, we

<

future.
PATRICK DIEGNAN,
ASSEMBLYMAN, 18™ DISTRICT

Dear South Plainfield Observer,
Mayor Gallagher and school super-
intendent Dr. Rosado should hang
their heads in shame for their com-
plicity in turning what should have
been a proud and positive opportu-
nity for South Plainfield into a de facto
“trashing” of the town and its residents
(see Sunday New York Times, 2/15 Real

WOW

2525 Plainkield Aue.
South Plainkield

(908) 541-2808 g
> Corparate Accounts Weicome -

Thinking about it...

(Give me a call.

REAL ESTATE

Buying? Selling?

Local, East Coast, West Coast, or Any State

Deal with Licensed Experienced People!!

¢ NO OBLIGATION -
WAYNE GRENNIER, REFERRAL SPECIALIST

Weichert

Referral Assoclates

co mc,

“A COMPANY
onestor| ON THE MOVE"

LICENSED SALES REPRESENTATIVE NJ
OFFICE;
RESIDENCE:
E-mail: wgrennie@ix.netcom.com

800-937-6777
908-755-3138

1625 STATE ROUTE 10

MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

will all smdl [hL ruults in tlm very near |

Estate Section, “If You're Thinking of
Living in” column). T have seldom
seen such thoughtless, irresponsible
and harmful comments in print from
people in their positions; they should
both resign immediately. Thanks to
their poorly chosen words, anyone
with an interest in a good educational
environment for their children or a
promising location fér a vibrant mod-
ern business now knows to avoid our
quiet little town.

In essence their stagements (collec-
tively) read: “South Plainfield
DOESN'T want new people or busi-
ness, new construction of ANY-
THING progressive or classy...we're
an overwhelmingly uneducated and
unambitious lot as are our children and
we PRFER to KEEP THINGS THE
WAY THEY ARE.” This should bring
great comfort to the many hardwork-
ing, sacrificing folk of South Plainfield
who now, thanks to “change” have
(and now maybe, HAD) more equity
in their homes than they ever thought
they would have. 'm quite sure many
of these families are counting on that
(now threatened) equity to help in the
college education of their children, the
higher education the soph-moronic
Dr. Rosado implied they have no inter-
estin!

Next time, gentlemen, may I sug-
gest you THINK before you speak
when being interviewed by an inter-
nationally read and respected publica-
tion. NEGATIVE advertising is
NEVER good for a town and being a
grumbling, dumb “hick” is NOTH-
ING to be proud of! You truly blew a
golden opportunity and as a town resi-
dent I am ASHAMED for both of
you.

EMBARASSINGLY YOURS,

VINCENT C.C. BORINGQUEN

PS. Mayor Gallagher: Are you actu
“ally SO unsophisticated, tasteless and
clueless that you truly believe Olive Gar-
den and Starbucks arve “high class”?
WHAT type of business would you like to

see open in our town (move Dunkin’ Do-
nuts franchises) 772 You COULD have just
spoken the plain and inviting truth: Most
South Plainfield howme cooks prepare tastier
Ttalian fare than the bland and uninter-
esting Olive Garden (though we'll take
thetr job opportunities) and offer superior
café to the overpriced snob-appeal swill
purveyed by Starbucks. Just ask the spouse
of Tovi D’Cabo or the friends and neigh-
bors of the lovely Ernie D.!

To the Editor,

South Plainfield Invaded by Edison
Wetlands Association-Dismal Swamp!

On Feb. 11, a hearing on the Helen
St. Project was held at the Senior Citi-
zen Complex. Since 1998, the Mayor
and Council have been working on
this project. Reviews and studies have
been made on the appropriate align-
ment for the proposal roadway. The
objective of the Helen St. project is to
divert truck traffic from Belmont Ave.
and Hamilton Blvd. Senator Corzine
has also visited and reviewed the pro-
posal and as far as I know, gave his
endorsement. That evening, CME
presented an Environmental Assess-
ment. There is no question in my mind
that CMA has done an excellent job
on this project’s proposed route. The
meeting presentation was intended as a
final step to move forward with the de-
sign phase.

All of this time, the numerous stud-
ies and the environmental assessment
were not enough for the Edison con-
tingent of environmentalists (I call
them obstructionists). Councilman
Butrico permitted them to make their
presentation. Make no mistake they
were well organized—after all they
have had the dismal swamp agenda for
years and years. It was obvious to me

| that their presentation placed more

concern for protecung so-called en-
dangered species (turtles and rac-
coons) than the safety of our children
who attend school at Belmont Ave.,

or the quality of life of residents on
roads adjacent to Belmont and
Hamilton. They were not impressed
with the study conducted by Sgt.
Murtagh in 1998 which counted
1,028 trucks on those roads within a
24-hour period.

Yet the same obstructionist had
okayed building a road through the
dismal swamps from New Durham
Ave. to Park Ave. in Edison. They even
saw to it that truck traffic was not per-
mitted on this Talmadge Rd. to Park
Ave. Trucks are detoured to South
Plainfield. Ride down Talmadge Rd.
and see the hundreds of condos, apart-
ments and homes that have been built.
It was okay to have all this construc-
tion built, all adjacent to the dismal
swamp. Yet for South Plainficld, they
object to a road. I asked one of the
group members what kind of vehicle
they drove and they said an SUV. Too
bad they don’t practice what they pmach
when it comes to energy conservation.

It is time for residents of South
Plainfield to step forward and stand
together. Ger this project started. We
don’t need more studies. It is tme to
protect the safety of our children and
improve the qualm of life for our resi-
dents on Belmont Ave. and Hamilton
Blvd. We've had enough dialogue and
delay. It is time for these environmen-
talists from Edison to get their priori-
ties in order. Children and people first.
We didn’t tell Edison what to do and
we don’t want them delaying this
project in South Plainfield by asking
for another study.

On a personal note, I must confess
I was disappointed by the lack of at-
tendance at that meeting by residents
who are most affected by the truck traf-
fic. There is no justification for this
lack of commitment. I thank Coun-
cilperson Butrico for the manner in
which he concluded the meeting and
appreciate those individuals who tes-
tified in support of the project.

FRANK A. MIKORSKI

Send a check or money order for $25/one year
{out-of-town-$30) to: South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Bivd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ
07080, or call 908-668-0010 to pay by credit card .

We now accept VISA and Mastercard

¢/ | would like home delivery of the Observer.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

CREDIT CARD NO. (MC OR VS)

PHONE

EXP. DATE
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Scout Earns Light qf Christ Medal

Christopher Markey, a
member of John E. Rxlu\
Cub Scout Pack 224 and
parishioner at Sacred
Heart Parish, recently
carned the special scouting
medal, the Light of Christ
medal.

Christopher, 9, received
his medal at the conclusion
of Mass on Scout Sabath,
Feb. 8, from Rev. John
Paul Alvarado, Pastor.

To earn the medal, Christopher,
with required help from his parents,
completed a series of five steps out-
lined 1n the Light of Christ Activity
Book. The steps included learning
about families, God’s Call, the Eucha-
rist, forgiveness and Family of God.
After Lompknno the steps, Christo-
pher reviewed the book with Rev. John
Primish at Sacred Heart. He then ap-
plied for the medal from the Catholic
Committee on Scouting. Religious
awards programs keep with the reli-
gious principle of the Boy Scouts of

Christopher Markey

America. The programs
make every effort to
strengthen scouts in their
religious obligations. It
also is an exercise in per-
sonal growth.

The religious emblem
and the Arrow of Light
are the only Cub Scout
awards which may be dis-
played on a Boy Scout
uniform as they move
from Cub Scouts to Boys
Scouts.

The pendants or emblems are
awarded by the related religious
groups. They are not a scouting rec-
ogniton. Each faith has its own re-
quirements for earning its emblemn.
Most call for religious knowledge and
service.

Duty to God is a fundamental prin-

ciple of Scouting. It is a pledge to
which every Tiger Cub, Cub Scout,
Boy Scour, \.mm Scout, Explorer
and Scout leader is committed to as a
member of thé Boy Scout Movement.

Police Taking Applications For Written Exam

Applications for the N.J. Depart-
ment of Personnel written examina-
tion for the position of police officer
for the South Plainfield Police De-
partment are now available.

The application s published by
and must be returned to the N.J.
Department of Personnel. Applica-
tions may be obtained any time at
the South Plainfield Police Depart-
ment communications center, on the
Internet at www.state.nj/us/person-

nel, during normal business hours at
the South Plainfield Public Library
or South Plainficld Police Athletic
Building (PAL).

The filing deadline is March 31.

Candidate must be a resident of

South Plainfield as of the closing date
for filing the application and main-
tain continuous residency in South
Plainfield up to and including the
date of appointment.

Other requirements are listed in

the application.

The starting salary is $37,265.00
(2002).

A listing of job benefits may be
viewed at luhu Headquarters.

A brief summary of duties and re-
sponsibilitics may be viewed at Po-
lice Headquarters.

If you have any questions, please
contact Sgt. Chuck Siedenburg at
(908) 226-7674.

Mensa Holding Walk-in Testing in Piscataway

Once every year, Central New Jer-
sey Mensa holds a walk-in qualifica-
tion test where reservations are not
rcqumd This year the tests are be-
ing held on b.lrurda\ March 6 at The
Four Points Sheraton Hotel in con-
junction with the Chapter’s 30% an-
nual “Snowball” celebration.

Anyone who might be interested
in membership in Mensa is asked to
stop by and take the test. The test

Katherine E. “Kay”
(Sadowski) Lapsley, 83

Katherine E. “Kay™ (Sadowski)
Lapsley died on Sunda\' Feb. 15 in
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.

Born in New: arl\. Mrs. Lapsley had
been a resident of South Plainfield
since 1951.

She was emploved by the former
NJ Bell Telephone Company as an op-
erator for 25 years, working in Plain-
field and Cranford before retiring in
1985.

She was a member of the Pioneers
of America and had enjoyed numer-
ous trips to Atlantic City with friends,
as well as her trips to Tas Vegas.

She is predeceased by her husband,
Edwin “Bud” Lapsley.

Surviving are a daughter, Constance
and her husband, Joe Palitto of Spring-
field; two sons, Barry S. and his wife,
Janet Lapslev of South Plainfield and
Thomas J. of Edison; three sisters,
Viola Mazurek of California, Ethel

Thomas of Stewartsville and Evelyn -

Birch of Springfield and a brother,
Stephen Sadowski of Niceville, Fla.
Also surviving are two grandchil-
dren, Katie and Joseph, Jr.
Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Lisi DiNardo, 37

Lisi DiNardo of South Plainfield
died on Tuesday, Feb. 17 at the Muh-
lenberg Regional Medical Center.

Lisi was born in Montgomery, Ala.
and had lived in South Plainfield for
the last 34 vears.

Lisi was a dental receptionist for her
father, Anthony R. DiNardo, D.D.S.,
PA in South Plainfield for the past 17
years.

Lisi was a computer enthusiast and
enjoyed being online with hers. She
hosted a disabled chatroom on AOL
and enjoyed reading and needlepoint.

She is survived by her loving and
devoted parents, Anthony R. and Jane
McCutcheon DiNardo and a brother,
Paul and his wife, Eva DiNardo of
New York City.

Funeral services were held at the
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.

Call Us &
Plan Ahead

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

non-profit, non-sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.com

Frances Monica
Cannon, 52

Frances Monica Cannon died on
Sunday, Feb. 15 at the Arkansas Meth-
odist Medical Center in Paragould,
Arkansas.

Frances was born on March 13,
1951 in Plainfield. She was employed
as a legal secretary and a L.PN.

Frances was a member of the
Southside Baptist Church in Para-
gould.

She is predeceased by her father,
Francis John Cannon.

Frances is survived by a daughter,
TLaura Adams: her mother. Violet
Cannon; a sister, Carol Queen and
three granddaughters, Sarah Cavali-
ere and Brittany and Emily Adams,
all of Paragould, Arkansas.

A miemorial service at Southside
Baptist Church will be announced at
a later date.

Joseph Gross, 76

Joseph Gross of Somerset died on
Wednesday, Feb. 18 at the Robert
Wood Johnson University Medical
Center in New Brunswick.

Joseph was born and raised in New
Brunswick before moving to Somerset
50 years ago.

Joseph was a postal supervisor at
the New Brunswick Post Oftice for 30
vears before retiring. He then worked
for the Ryder Bus Company as a driver
in New Brunswick for 15 years.

Joseph served his country in the US
Army during the Korean War. He was
a member of the VFW Post 8025 in
Perth Amboy and a life member of the
Franklin Eagles and a member of the
Somerset Knights of Columbus
Council 9925.

He was a communicant of St.
Matthias Church in Somerset.

He was predeceased by his beloved
wife, Doris Larsen Gross, who died
in 2003.

He 1s survived by two sons, Glenn
and his wife, l\.lign Gross of South
Plainfield and (nm Gross of Highland
Parks a daughtcr, Gail and her hus-
band, Michael Butrico of South Plain-
field; a sister, Phyllis Masterhouse of
Somerset and eightsgrandchildren,
Glenn, Matthew, Allison, Jeanette,
Nicky, Joelle, Danielle and Michacla.

Funeral services were held at the
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.

Esperanza Camacho
Fernandez, 87

Esperanza Camacho Fernandez of
Howell formerly of South Plainfield
died on Saturday, Feb. 21 at her home.

She was born in Havana, Cuba and
was a former resident of South
Plainfield before moving to Howell 14
years ago.

She was predeceased by her beloved
husband, Rafael Fernandez, who died
in 1986.

She is survived by two daughters,
Becky Triano and Cristina Palmieri of
Lakewood; four grandchildren and
two great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at the
James W. Conroy Funeral Home.

The A. Tran, 29

The A. Tran died on Friday, Feb.
20 at John E Kennedy Medical Cen-
ter in Edison.

Born in Vietnam, Mr. Tran came
to the United States in June of 1993
and resided in the suburbs of Phila-
delphia and later resided in Iselin be-
fore he and his family settled to So.
Plainfield.

A 1996 graduate of JFK High
School in Iselin, he was currently at-
tending Middlesex County College.

He is survived by his parents, Lap
Tran and Nuoi Le and a brother,
Andy, all of South Plainfield.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Crishrn

(908) 561-8000

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.

NJ License No.3147

begins at 10 a.m., so be there by 9:30
a.m. to register. You'll be done by
noon. There is a nominal $30 test
processing fee that must be paid at
the time of the examination. (If you'd
like to take the rest but English is not
your first language, we have a ‘cul-
ture-fair test that you may arrange
to take at a different time. )

If after completing the test on Sat-
urday morning you'd like top partici-

pate in the rest of Saturday’s activi-
ties- for instance, our keynote speaker
and midnight chocolate fondue
party- then a donation of $5 will al-
low you to do just that:

If you have any questions, don’t
hesitate to call our Test Coordinator,
Martha A. McKeon at (732) 494-
5826. We hope to see you at “Snow-
ball.”

LEGAL NOTICES

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Marlena and Christian
Schulz requesting a variance from the requirements
of the Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of South Plain-
field to (1) permit a rear setback for the stair landing.
Proposed stair landing lacks 20’ required, 18' being
proposed; (2) HDD zone does not permit one and
two family homes, and (3) expansion of a non-
conforming use; and other variances that may be
required, said property being located at 137 Front
Street, on Biock 267, Lot 7.01 on the South Plainfield
Tax Map.

For the purposes of hearing objections to or protests
against the granting of said appeal, the South Plain-
field Zoning Board of Adjustment will hold a public
hearing on Thursday, March 11, 2004 in the Council
Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspector’s Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall,
Monday through Thursday, between 8:00 am and 5:00
pm.

$35.00 * February 27, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

LEGAL NOTICE

An appeal has been filed by Roseanne Barletta
requesting a variance from the requirements of the
Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of South Plainfield
to permit the construction of a 7' x 20' open front porch.
Proposed open front porch lacks 30’ required front
setback, 18.99' being proposed; and other variances
that may be required, said property being located at
129 Kenwood Avenue on Block 121, Lot 7 on the South
Plainfield Tax Map

For the purposes of hearing objections to or protests
against the granting of said appeal, the South Plain
field Zoning Board of Adjustment will hoid a public
hearing on Thursday, March 25, 2004 in the Council
Chambers, Borough Hall, at 8:00 p.m.

The maps and documents pertaining to this appeal
are available for public inspection in the Building
Inspector's Office, South Plainfield Borough Hall,
Monday through Thursday, between 9:00 am and 5.:00
pm.

$35.00 February 27, 2004

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

February 17, 2004

Public Notice is hereby given that the following action
was taken by the South Plainfield Board of Adjustment
at its meeting held on February 12, 2004,

A. Case #83-02/S-AT&T Wireless PCS, LLC. Block
527.01; Lot 46.01; 4000 Hadley Rd. The applicant's
request for height variances, site plan relief and other
variances was hereby GRANTED with conditions.

B. Case #40-03/V/Sub.-MLS:Development, LLC.
Biock 77; Lots 4.01, 5 and 32; Stacy Ct. The applicant’s
request to dismiss this case without prejudice was
hereby GRANTED. 4

C. Case #79-03-Pedro Salvado, Block 152; Lot 1;
1103 Clinton Ave. The applicant’s request for a front
yard setback variance in order to construct a 20 ft. by
20 ft. two car garage with @ max height of 10 ft. 2 in.
and with a 24 ft. front yard setback from Franklin Ave.
was hereby GRANTED with voluntary conditions.

D. Case #84-03-Hector Amini. Block 404.04; Lot 1.02;
Tremont Ave. and St. John's PI. The appiicant’s request
for relief from the requirement to install curb and
sidewalk on the opposite side of Tremont Ave. and St.
John's PI. and for relief from the requirement to install
atop course of pavernent on Tremont Ava was hereby
GRANTED with conditions.

E. Case #88-03-John and Nancy Padovano. Block
195; Lot 6; 126 Daniel St. The applicant’s request to
construct a second story addition to their existing
home with a 6.18 westerly side yard setback Yas
hereby GRANTED with one voluntary condition. !

F Case #89-03- Carol Lynn Bacher. Block 315.03; Lot
3; 547 Carmine Ave. The applicant’s request for side
and rear setback vanances in order to allow a 9 ft. by
14 ft. barn design shed with a max height of 10 ft. and
a2ft 8in rear yard setback and a 3 ft. southerly side
yard setback was hereby GRANTED with conditions

G. Case #90-Sylvia Jacobs. Block 339; Lots 6 & 11;
226 Delmore Ave. The applicant's request for (2) six
inch side yard setback variances and a lot coverage
variance of 87 sq. ft. was hereby GRANTED with
voluntary conditions

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre
Secretary-Zoning Board of Adjustment

$56.00 February 27, 2004

Search Public Notices online at

www.publicnotices.com

Is your business
headed in the right
direction?

Advertise in the Observer.
LCaII 908-668-0010 for rates. J
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licereport

The South Plainfield Rescue Squad
was called rto Marinoware on Metuchen
Rd. last Tuesday afternoon after a re-
port of an employee with a crushed leg,

Eduardo Freire, 26, of Plainfield was
injured when he attempted to cut the
band off a steel coil so it could be
moved. After cutting the band, a sec-
tion of the coil knocked him to the floor
and landed on top of him. It took sev-
cral workers to lift the 2,000 pound
cotl oft of Freire,

Freire was transported to Muhlen-
burg Hospital in Plainficld and his con-
dition 1s unknown at this time.

* On Feb. 17 Blockbuster on Had-
ley Rd. reported that $422.74 worth
of XBox games had been stolen. Empty
boxes had been found under the bot-
tom shelves.

* The manager of the Ramada Inn
on Hamilton Blvd. reported that a
husband, wife and two children had left
without paying a $1,395 bill.

* On Feb. 18 a Barnosky Ct. resi-
dent reported that the front door to her
apartment had been pried open. As-
sorted coins and a box of personal
checks were taken.

¢ On Feb. 19 Taco Bell on Stelton
Rd. reported that 10 male customers
had thrown food and sauce at the walls
and seat cushions had been ripped.

* An Arlington Ave. resident re-
ported that the rear door of the aban-
doned home he had just sold behind

Business & Professional Services

his had been broken down. Nothing
was taken.

* On Feb. 20 Susan Pou,
Edison was arrested at Kohl's for shop-
lifting assorted clothing and shoes
worth $411.

* A Highland Ave. resident report-
ed that the hood ornament on her
Dodge Ram was taken while parked
in the high school parking lot.

* On Feb. 21 Tu V. Nguyen, 29, of

Edison was arrested on Park Ave. for
driving while intoxicated and refusal to
take a breathalizer test.

* A W Elmwood Dr. resident re-
ported the theft of a 36’ extension fad-
ders from his back yard.

* On Feb. 22 Sandy Hurshal Sevier,
50, of Somerset was arrested at Path-

37, of

mark for shoplifting $213 worth of

baby formula and diapers.

* On Feb. 23 a Hopkinson St. resi-
dent reported that a large black man
knocked on her door and stated he was
from Verizon for a service call. The resi-
dent had not called the phone company.
He was dressed in a work uniform with
a tool belt and left in a white beat up
van with Verizon on the sides. The
phone company had no record of her
making a service call.

* On Feb. 24 an employee at 3000
Hadley Rd. reported that the door
handle to the office had been bent. It
appeared to have been hit with a ham-
mer. No entry was gained.

Classifieds

Deadline to submit
classified
advertising is
Monday, 5 p.m.
908-668-0010

Classified Rates: $11 for 3 lines (min.) $1 ea. add. line (10% disc. for 4 consecutive insertions).

HELPWANTED

FULL TIME GENERAL OFFICE HELP
~knowledge of Excel, MS Word, some
sec. skills. Fax resume to: Attn. Teresa.
(908) 8229989,

F/T DRIVER/DELIVERY PERSON-

NJ area. Good driving record. Ask for
Vince. Call (908) 822-998¢.

SOMEONE TO DRIVE MY CHILD
from school to day care between 11am
& 12 noon, 5 days a week. Ref. & exp.
necessary. Call (732) 985-1278.
HERBALIFE INDEPENDENT DIS-
TRIBUTOR ~ Lose 1 to 4 Ibs. this week
guaranteed! Call today. 888-253-4771.
Www.nutraenergy.com

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

7 PC. BEDROOM SET-BED, CHEST
dresser & mirror and night stand. New in
box. Value $2600. Sell $975. (732) 259-6690.

MATTRESS SET, FULL, NEW IN
plastic. $100. (732) 259-6690.

ll()i\llﬂ FURNISHINGS FOR SALE l

MATTRESS AND BOX QUEEN DOU-
ble pillow top. New in bags $149. Can
deliver. (732) 259-6690.

5 PC. BDR SET-NEW IN BOX. LIST
$1299. Sacrifice $565. (732) 259-6690).

DINING ROOM SET-CHERRY W/1
pc. hutch, table and chairs, new in boxes.
732) 259-6690).

Sell $825. C

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE
BED-KING MATTRESS SET, NEW
in plastic. Sell $225. (732) 259-6690.

“an deliver. (

JETS TICKETS FOR SALE
2 SEASON TICKETS, SEC 321, ROW

20. $60 each. Must buy season. Call
(908) 754-3420.

FAST APPROVALS, GREAT RATES
personalized service, (908) 822-0090.

Last chance to purchase
OBSERVER photos by
Patricia Abbott!

There are many photos that have never
been published! The following files will
be deleted in March: SP Fire Dept. 02
& 03 FD concerts, FD Circus, 03 fifth
grade class pics, 02 & 03 high & middle
school graduations, ‘02 & ‘03 Jr & Sr.
Proms, election 02 & 03, Girl Scout Gold
Awards, 02 & 03 Bike Rodeo, All Dis-
trict Concert, SPHS Anything Goes,
SPMS Yearbook, Grant's ANNIE Jr., MS
girls basketball Grant 6th basketball,
Kennedy Grandparent’s Day, Bands for
Riley, Skatepark, PAL concert, school
concerts & events, Nat. Honor Soc. in-
ductions, Franklin K&J and Suess, Dare
Graduations, 02 & 03 Labor Day, MS
Peer to Peer, SDW Footloose, 42nd St.
SPHS players, Anything Goes! Hello
Dolly!, Damn Yankees,Tommy, & many
other files. For detailed info or to see
proof sheets call 908-756-8011 or email
Pattie at angelonily@aol.com.

To advertise your business
here, call 908-668-0010.

[ AUTOBODY

| |

CARPET/FLOORING

] L

COMPUTERS

] [ CONTRACTORS |

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lic. #02313A

2210 Hamilton Blvd.
South Plainfield
New.Jersey.0Z2080.

908-757-5100
Fax: 908-757-3105

Sam the Carpet Man

MY WAY
CARPET

ALL TYPES OF FLOORING
119 Hamilton Bivd. South Plainfield

A PO TREE—
ESTIMATE

(908) 757-3470

—

Concerned About Computer
Virus Protection? Home Security?

For advice and installation,
call Stan Wilkinson at

ST Computers
908-769-0709 ,:%z‘hj#

} = New Computers/Upgrades
- Hard
* In Home Service

« Some Used Computers Available

Cell: 732-423-3504

Software-thsiakations

Email: stcomputers@comcast.net

- ’, e BATHROOMS -

- BUILDER &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJ DCA LIC #019771
Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS * KITCHENS

Office Renovations
| FREE ESTIMATES |

WHAT
ARE YOU
WAITING

. FOR?

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

- FORASLITTLE
AS $15 PER WEEK.

908-668-0010

| FITNESS CENTERS | | FURNITURE REPAIRS | |

HEALTH & WELLNESS

I L

LANDSCAPING |

SLIM AND TONE

Sotriit PLAINFIELD

30 Minute Workout for Women

% $39 Monthly with
| No Initiation Fee!
g Open all day
i
|
i

l‘l RNITURE MEDIC!

r demagsd Sumd vy

Preclsmn

Furniture Repairs
On-Site
Scratches * Gouges * Pet Damage
Water Marks « Burns
Structural Repairs « Broken Joints

Hua Kang Kang Health Centerg
Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology
Acupuncture * Chinese Herbs * Facial

Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experiencec
Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.
Effective in treatment of various pains, symptoms and body needs.

Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm

Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available.

Treat yourself
at our three .

Lalaria
Landscaping
FALL YARD CLEANUP

Leslie Chambers
Telephone: (908) 917-1668
Fax: (908) 757-5175

S L1 M/ 2601 Hamilton Blvd. Antique Restoration We accept credit cards and health insurance. = * Fully Insured »
RRSSSES s (be f_"" 8 Hotne Depot Kitchen Cabinets Refinished 1763 Lincoln Highway (Rt. 27) Edison *732-819-0058 locations. B < o
TONE| T And MUCH MORE! 1 126 Piainfield Ave. Edison *732-572-5599 Affordable and Reliable!
e worksat | (908)769-0009 (908) 755-8440 275 Rt. 18 South, East Brunswick*732-967-1300 Snow Plowin g
for
| MASSAGETHERAPY | |  MORTGAGES | |  MORTGAGES | [PRINTING/TYPESETTING]| | ROOFING |
\ede o T et m— q 3 -
el ™\ {|Fast Approvacs... m% MORTGAGE Graphic Design
&\sx. [/62 CENTRAL JERSEY GReAT RATES... 20 ¥ BANKLEE% ED’;RECT * Logos
A Lgef 4 ©  Holistic Health Center and Spa d -
S M‘;’:‘ e ; PERSONALIZED SERVICE... ‘3\@‘1 Isty . a =5 J.T. PENYAK
« MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY °
T3 HYPNOSIS  REIKI Mortgage Co. Resuines
Dﬁ: Q’ J/g . SO lo Mike Dixon, ____—g_.. §N.J. Foc: ROOFING CO.
x /') DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT President Nationwide since 1982 b N[enus COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
\ . i ge Low Rates, Low Closing Cost, RESIDENTIAL
N Roxanne Cortese,co,chp,cmi i Fast Approval .
2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080 g gy Residential and Commercial Loans, G&G Graphlcs 908'753-4222
(908) 561-1511 908'822'0090 Call for Free Loan Review 1110 Ham!ftOlTI Bivd., Suite 18 FAX 908-753-4763
'R By Appointment Only 2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2 (908) 756-0200 South Plainfield, NJ 07080
GIFT CERTIFICATES AND GIFT BASKETS South Plainfield. NJ MipoLesex County BRANCH: 908-668-0010+ Fax: 908-668-8819 124 CAMDEN AVE.
{).—\ _/— RS Se Habla Espanol ‘ 300 Maple Ave. « South Plainfield, NJ 07080 email: ggnan@aol.com SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

REAL ESTATE

E SNOW REMOVAL/SALT

South Plainfield
resident for over
30 years

Business:

755-5300 x 416 {§
F ax:
umm 755 (l‘>‘)

(908)

Bull n\d (Blrt) Dll \Ih‘

Morietti Realty £

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080

Main Street Realty Inc. z@

Robert Publik
Realtor-Associate -
Business:

Evenings:
(908) 755-2709

E-Mail: bobp@comeast.nel

Robert Publik

[ Orrices iy No Enison, WooberinGe, CoLoNia

(732) 549-9000 x 358 §

Rose REALTORS®1

Rose Marie Pelton |
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE
South Plainfield Resident

For Our 39 Yem
‘)U\ 753- J I*() X H)’
Toll Free $00 370-2424 |

Fax 908-753-0136
RosePeiton@

Rose Marle Pelton

att.net

®> Prudential Rose REALTORS®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Call

KLK Trucking for:

Salt Mixture, Bulk
Rock Salt, Ice Control Sand

;,\‘7:-1 y o Saltine

* Snowplowing

Pick up or Deliv., Mc

908 757- 4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

(™ Ol 00 ’1\
|| UGS o2 |
{ \gﬁz@suspiﬁg |
| SOUTH PLAINFIELD |
il
| SNOW REMOVAL |
'\ PLOWING - SALTING - ANTI- IClNGi
| BACKHOE SNOW LOADERS
{|  Office Buildings * Industrial Plants I
Retail Stores ¢ Churches t
Apartment & Condo Complexes |
24 hour service - Fully Insured L

908 756 7272
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Jamie McLean Named “Junior ]oumaltst”

Jamie McLean, Grant School fifth grader,
with Reading/Language Arts teacher
Amy Curcio.

Grant School fifth grader Jamie
McLean’s, “Dream of H\ppmu\ 1S
this week’s winning entry in the Ob-
serveryHometown Hcm\ Junior Jour-
nalist Program. Jamie w il receive din-
ner for her family courtesy of Home-
town Heros.

Students are encouraged to submit
their original poetry, articles, opininn
pieces or essays. Entries should be given
to teachers.

Winners receive a catered dinner
from Hometown Heros and will be
invited to an end-of-year banquet with
their families.

For informaton on the program, or
for the name of vour school contact,
call the Observer at (908) 668-0010 or
Hometown Heros at (908) 755-4376.

Magic wand.
The heart, mind and soul.

But what I see is very poor,
Lonely people out in the cold,
Hurt and crving.

It’s like a horror movie,

But with one heart,
One soul,
As a team
Working together,

So we don’t have to dream it,
We can live it

Together

As one peaceful nation.

Can change the world.

Dreams of Happiness
By Jamie McLean

Step into a world overloaded with imagination,
Where never, never land lives just a daydream away.
Where gunpowder is POOE fairy dust that could
Transform all evil to kindness with just a flick of a

Where strong, frightening fists can open up into friendly hflndshakcs,
And hurtful slaps can become a thoughtful pat on the back.
But Pm looking outside, hoping to see this never, never land;
Hoping to see fairy dust fall from the sky.

Can’t watch anymore cause we know it won't get any better.

We can change our nightmare into a never, never land.

§

So don’t give up now cause just one YOU,

FREE Adoption Info Seminar

Florida Home Studies and Adop-
ton, Inc. (FHSA) will hold -a free
adoption information seminar at 7
p-m., Thursday, March 4, at the First
Unitarian Society of Plainfield, 724
Park Ave. in Plainfield.

Attendees will receive information
about international adoption — the
process and the requirements — and
will have the opportunity to ask ques-

tions, meet adoptive families, see
photos of waiting children and more.

An additional seminars is sched-
uled for March 25 in Parsippany as
well as others scheduled elsewhere in
New Jersey during March and April.

Space is limited. RSVP by calling
(908) 757-7787 or for locations and
schedule.

PICK UP THOSE PENS & ENTER TODAY!

Roosevelt School third grader James O'Connor, last weeks Junior Journalist
Contest winner, with parents Liz and Tom and sister Erin, happily welcome
Debbie and Charlie Kurland of Hometown Heros.

e »
] um'or] ournalist

Win a catered dinner for your family from Hometown
Heros through the Observer/Hometown Heros
Junior Journalist Contest! To enter, see story
above or ask your language teacher at school.

lic Library will be having a bake sale

N

Representing the South Plainfield Business Association, William Snell of Commerce Bank anf Gail Wylam
of Bryant Staffing present a welcome basket to the owners at the newly opened Curves, Jerri Hochron
_and Elissa Bennett.

** ATTEN TION TEEN S**

Sacred Heart Church will soon be celebrating its 100™ anniversary year. In
conjunction with this, the celebration committee would like to hold events
specifically for teenagers. We are looking for young people ages 13-18 who
would be interested in selecting and planning the events to be held. Partici-
pants can earn community service hours while helping to make this celebration
more meaningful to themselves and their peers. Please consider being a special
part of this celebration. A meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 10, at
7:30 p.m., in the Sacred Heart School cafeteria. If you have any questions
please contact Kathy Thomas at (908) 561-3247.

ATTENTION LADIES!

Announcing The Opening of the Hottest 30
Minute Circuit Training & Weight Loss Center

From the South Plainfield lerary

By Chns Grippo

Important News! The library will
be upgrading their automated circu-
lanon system the week of March 1
through March 5. This will impact
patrons in the following ways. Dur-
ing this period, if you need to renew
an item, you must call the library
(908) 754-7885 during the hours we
are open (Monday, Wednesday and
Thursday 10-9, Tuesday and Friday
10-6) and speak to a staff member.
ELVIS, our 24/7 renewal system, will
not be available from 12:01 a.m.
Tn(‘cdu_\' morning until 11:59 Wed-
nesday night and you will not be able
to renew online for this period.

® Ladies Only - No Guys

® 26 Station Circuit Training

® Award Winning
Weight Loss System

® Fast - Safe - Simple

® Quick Resuits

Furthermore, due to the nature of
the access certification, online ser-
vices both internally and externally
will be unavailable.

All that said, the library will be
open its regular hours and you will
be able to check out materials. All
storytimes will also be held at their
rcgular times (except the Friday
morning program is cancelled). The
entire staff will be here to assist you.

There is also a change in the date
of the Library Board of Trustees
March meeting. It will be on March
16 at 7:30 p.m. in the library.

In March we will be having two
events you will not want to miss. On
Sunday, March 14, Allan Snyder, a
professional antiques appraiser, will
be at the library from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
to appraise your precious items. Due
to the number of people who nor-

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
902 Oaktree Road
Intersection of Park Ave. & Oak Tree Rd.
Across from the Super A&P

CALL (908)756-9911 Now!

www.ladiesworkoutexpress.com

Ladies Workout Express is a subsidiary of Lady Of America,
The World's Largest Chain of Women Only Fitness Centers.

Advertising Gets Results!
Join the ranks of satisfied customers that

advertise in the Observer. Choose what’s right for your business...
Classified, Business & Professional Services section or display ads.

908-668-0010

Call for information on advertising.

mally attend this event we request
that you limit yourself to two items.
March 17,
Friends of the South Plainfield Pub-

On Wednesday, the

in the afternoon/evening at the li
brary.

So there is a lot going on the next
few weeks at the library and we will
be looking to assist you in any way.

outh Plainfield
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