
SEE NEXT WEEKS I FOR COVERAGE OF DARE GRADUATIONS

SOlim rmiilii

VOL 8, NO. 24 50 CENTS FEBRUARY 6, 2004

_

Participants are dragged from an ice-packed Spring Lake in a recent ice rescue training exercise which in-
cluded the South Plainfield Rescue Squad, Police and Fire departments. The training was a result of the fire
department's purchase of new life saving equipment. See page 6 for story and additional photos.
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Lady Tigers Qualify for State Finals

Where Do We
Go From Here?
Public Urged to Offer Input at
Special Helen Street Hearing

Residents ,ia- reminded th.it next
Wednesday, Feb. 11, 5 to 10 p.m. ,i
special hearing will be held on the
Helen Street Project at the Senior
Center on Maple Ave, Display boards
will be set up for residents to study.
At 7 p.m. a brief presentation will
begin, followed by a question and

town, an extremely c< implicated | »i< >i
ect which ultimately will cost upwards
of $15 million dollars.

The Environmental Assessment
phase for the project was kicked off
in 1999 and the first draft ol the as-
sessment was submitted for review in
late 2000.

Vicki Boley (694)
Central Jersey Champion

Congratulations to the South
Plainfield Girls' bowling team which
is going to "The Big Dance"—the
State All Groups Final. They will
be one of 15 eligible teams trying to
capture the crown.

Congratulations also to Vicki
Boley; who is the Central Jersey In-
dividual Champion. She crushed the
p< >cket for games of 217-246-236 and
a booming 694 set, which was die
highest series in the state, including
North and South qualifiers.

Teammates Kim Gaub's game of
206 and 548 set, Beverly Jamieson's
pair of 1 6 9 \ Angelique Rualo's
176, along with Lindsay Hunsickcr,
Katie Edcrand Rebecca Dacchille. all
posted a solid team performance.

The top five teams in each section

(North, Central, South) earned a spot
in the state finals to be held on Feb.
13 at Garolier Lanes. The Lady Tigers
placed fourth in the qualifier behind
GMC rivals Woodbridge, South
Brunswick and Carteret. This is the
first time since 1997 SPHS will be in
the finals. In all they have competed
m seven times, winning in 1980 and
1991. Go Tigers!

This aerial view of the projected Helen Street Project Extension will be
available for viewing at Wednesday evening's meeting.

answer session. The public is invited
and encouraged to attend.

Upon completion of this federally
funded project, Metuchen Rd. will
connect directly to Durham Ave. and
all truck traffic will be diverted from
residential areas of the south side of

Comments may be submitted
until 15 days after the public hearing
in writing to: Helen Street Extension
Draft EA, c/o CME Associates, Ann:
Robert Russo, PS, P.P., 3141 Borden-
town Rd, Parlin, NJ 08859-1162 or
email to: rob(&cmeusal.com.

Council Considers Parking
Bans during Snowstorms

( 'ouncilman Bob Cusick is asking the council to consider two proposed
ordinances which will ban parking on designated streets in the Borough
during snowstorms.

Cusick said it will help plows to clear streets more quickly, and leave
the roads cleaner. He said that many times a plow will go down a street,
clear it and then residents come out to shovel out their cars only to call the
Department of Public Works and say the street hasn't been plowed.

Mayor Gallagher said that a complete ban on parking would not be a
viable since there are many areas in the borough where the only parking
available is on the street.

Members were asked to oiler their input on the proposed ban on parking
and to give their suggestions to Councilman Cusick.

Mam' towns in the area ban parking on all streets during snowstorms,
and institute penalties, including be fines and, in some cases, towmg.

Get Ready!
The April 2 issue of the south Plainfield Observer V
will be mailed to ewry home in south Plainfield

Reserve your space now. 908*680010

Join us for a flashback when ice-
skating was part ot winter recreation
at Spring Lake in South Plainfield.

The "Spring Lake" referred to in
the follow ing collection of stories no
longer exists. In its place is Spring
Lake Park, which was renovated in
the 1980's. The original lake was
larger and very shallow. The present
fnehouse did not exist; instead the fire
department was housed next door to
South Plainfield Liquors. The White-
Star Diner was a small store called
Stella and Tom's, a favorite stop for
youths. The overpass had not yet been
built, and Lakcvicw Ave. dead ended
not far from the railroad tracks.

When we asked people about
South Plainfield winters of long ago,
many SPHS graduates volunteered
a myriad of memories. Just about
everyone remembered the mountain
of shoes that could be found near the
fenced-in water company property.
Most nights a bonfire lit the area,
warming the chilled skaters. Just a few
yards away the land sloped downward
to the lake's edge. There was no ga-
zebo, no flag pole, no sidewalks nor
grass. This ; once part of the
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Take a step back in
this nostalgic look

at winters past


