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Borough Installs Drive-Up
Box for Tax/Sewer Payment

Borough CFO Glen Cullen, Borough Clerk Vinnie Buttiglieri, Tax Collector Richard
Lorentzen, Councilwoman Kathy Thomas and Mayor Dan Gallagher.

Mayor Daniel J. Gallagher and the box will enable property owners ro
Suuxh riaiiilield Borough Council an- aui dx ui icuci paynicuL>,
nounccd the installation of a drive-up 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
tax/sewer payment box. This drop-off without ever leaving their vehicles.

The drop-offbox is Incited along the
exit road of the borough's municipal
building. Those who wish to take ad-
vantage of this service enhancement
are requested to make their payment
by check or money order only (no
cash please). Property owners must-
write their block and lot numbers on
their checks. Their cancelled checks
will serve as receipt of payment

When the proposal of installing a
drive-up tax/sewer payment box was
first brought to Mayor Gallagher
and the Borough Council, they
whole-heartedly supported the idea
because they believed thai this service
enhancement would be very beneficial
ro both taxpayers and the borough.
By providing this drive-up payment
box, property owners will now have
the flexibility to drop ofF their pay-
ments at their own convenience.

Manx1 thanks should go to the
Borough Tax Collector Richard
Lorun^cu and hu> italt iur ihc IIUUJ-
tive and proactive approach to sen-ing
the citizens of the borough.

BOE Fiber Optics Plan
Excludes Sacred Heart

Last month the Board of Education
awarded a contract to Promedia to in-
stall a fiber optic system linking the
Office ol Emergency Management,
borough administration offices and
local schools.

The Board of Education voted at
last week's meeting to rescind the
contract with Promedia and begin
the bidding process again after they
were notified by Business Adminis-
trator Or. Edward l/.bieki that the
board had incorrectly been informed
that Promedia was on the Stale's
contractor list.

Sacred I lean Pastor Father John
Alvarado, who attended the meeting,
asked Board members to reconsider
their decision nor to include Sacred
1 lean School in the fiber optic net-
work. He said he felt that the school
had been left out of the loop when the
planning and decisions were made. 1 le
added that the school has been work-
ing with Emergency Management
v^ouidmuLor Alike /.Uiluna and liad
just completed the emergency plans
succcssfullv. Me worried what would

happen if there was an emergency
and Sacred Heart School was not
connected. What would that mean
tor the students in the school?

l.orrainne McHugh, parent of
,i student attending Sacred Heart
School, addressed the board, re-
minding members that the funding

"[Sacred Heart] school
had been left out of the loop

when the planning and
decisions were made."

Father )ohn Alvarado, Sacred Heart Pastor

Public Meeting Set
For Helen Street Project
Public Input Sought on Environmental Assessment

The Helen Streer Extension Proj-
ect, in the planning stages for years,
is about to mow forward into the
next phase. A public hearing on the
Environmental Assessment (HA) will
be held on Wednesday, Feb. 11 in the
Senior Center on Maple Aye. from 5
to 10 p.m.

The 1 lelen Street Extension was
first proposed in 1981, but the actual
kick-off of die plan took place in 1988.
It was subsequently adopted into the
2002 Master Plan. The project, which
will cost between S10-12M, is being
funded by a grant from the Federal
Government through the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA).
Each step of the process entails submit-
ting required information and waiting
until it is processed. Monies are made
available as each phase is approved.

The project, when completed, will
help to alleviate truck traffic on Ham-
ilton Blvd. and Belmont Ave., which
is currently directed past schools, a
church and through residential neigh-
borhoods. It will also help reduce
congestion, noise and delays. When
completed, trucks will be able to turn
onto Helen St. as they exit Rt. 287.
Helen St. is located oft of Durham
Ave. near Quick Chek.

The public is invited to attend the
meeting, study the Environmental As-
sessment, ask questions and give opin-
ions on the plan. A copy of the FA
is available for public viewing at the
Municipal Clerk's Office in Borough
Flail, the South Plainfield I ibrarv and

the Edison's Main Library, located at
340 Plainfield Ave. in Edison.

Presentation boards showing the
proposed preferred alternatives will
lie displayed for the public. A brief
presentation will be given at 7 p.m.
and then individuals will be asked
to offer comments, which will be
recorded and made pan of the public
hearing. Comments will be limited
to five minutes so that everyone who
wished to speak can be heard.

Written comments may be sub-
mitted up to 15 days after the public
hearing by sending them in writing
to: Helen Street Extension Draft FA,
c/o CME Associates, Attn: Robert
Russo, PS, P.P., 3141 Bordentown
Rd., Parlin, NJ 08859-1162 or email
to: rob@cmeusal.com.

The Environmental Impact,
which evaluates the environmental
consequences of various alternative
designs, was prepared by South
Plainfield in conjunction with the
New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation (NJ DOT), the FHWA and the
Noith Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority (NJTPA).

All comments will be reviewed. The
Environmental Assessment will be
revised to address all comments and
then submitted to NJDOT/FHWA.
which will either issue a Finding of
No Significant Impact or determine
that the project has significant en-
vironmental impact and require an
Environmental Impact Statement.

The Butrico Family and friends gather to take to the ice.

for the fiber optic project was also
approved bv local taxpayers whose
children attend Sacred Heart. She-
said that S3 South Plainfield families
have children attending the school
and reminded the board that it costs
$10,000 to educate a student in the
public school svstem and the chil-
dren ot parents who attend S.urcd
lleaii idiool iavu taxpayers roughly
$1,150,00 each year.

McHugh was under the impression
that parents who voted lor the refer-
endum intended all of the students
in South Plainfield be included in the
project. The liber optic bid includes
$19,000 for The Office of Emergency
Management, whose purpose is, ac-
cording ro their website, "to support
and provide instruction and safety for
the all of the Borough schools, stores
and businesses," and Mel [ugh s.ivs
that Sacred I leart is part of that. Al
the present time Sacred 1 leart does
not have an internet connection and
she asked if there were an emergency,
how would Sacred I lean be notified
without a connection.

In addition, several board members
were surprised to find our mat Sacred
Heart's internet access connection was
cut off. Sacred Heart had partnered
with the BOE to obtain a $98,000
grant for an internet access account.
However, the grant monies have been
used, and Sacred Heart since been dis-
connected. Board members had been
told at a meeting that Sacred Heart
School was still connected.

According to BOH member Mike
English, the school district is now uti-
lizing a different method of delivery
for Internet access.

As to hooking up the fiber optic
svstem to Sacred Heart School, the
board is looking into the legality of
the project.

Childhood Memories Revisited in the Front Yard
By Patricia Abbott, Staff Writer

South Plainfield residents Sue and
Bill Butrico have wonderful child-
hood memories of ice skating on
Spring Lake: care-free winter days,
cold mcxmlit nights gliding over the
frozen lake and sipping hot chocolate
to warm up.

When the lake was named "Spring
Lake Park," a South Plainfield tradi-

tion came to an end because the
restructured lake rarely froze enough
to permit safe skating. Sue and Bill
were disappointed that their children
would nor experience the thrill of
skating on the lake.

In a recent interview Sue ex-
plained, "We really wanted our kids
to have something fun ro do outside
in the winter, so the idea of an ice

pond was born." Their first rink was
built five years ago. After leveling the
area in front of their Borman Road
home, construction on the 30- by 77-
foot rink began. Bill special ordered
a huge plastic liner and set it into a
wood frame. The rink took about .i
day and a half to fi1!.

Sue said, "James and Adam
turned on page 6)


