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Councilman Ed Kubala enjoys his annual stint as Santa Claus for the
Recreation Department's "Photos With Santa" event (above and at
bottom). Each child had the opportunity to talk to Santa, and to
receive a Polaroid photo, candy cane and gift. Pictured center, SPHS
Choral Director Tracy Murray, SPHS graduate Dave Garatino and SPHS
senior Chris Abbott enjoy the Recreation Dept. sponsored caroling
in the park.

Telling Santa All....

DECEMBER 26, 2003

Council President Resigns
Councilman

Jim Vokral has
submitted a letter
of resignation to
Mayor Gallagher
and the Borough
Council, who
are expected to Jim Vokral

vote to accept his
resignation at a
special meeting
to be held on
Monday, Dec. 29,
at 5 p.m.

Vokral has ac-
cepted a position

as administrator of the
Middlesex County Board of
Elections. He said that the
job, a non-partisan position,
cannot be held by an elected
ofiical. He starts his new job
on Feb. 1,2004.

Vokral has served on the

Borough Council for 10
years and was council presi-
dent for the past eight.

Vokral, currendy the ad-
ministrator at Sacred Heart
Church, will remain in that
position, working on a part-
time basis.

May Assumes SPHS Top Spot
Novak Named New Assistant Principal
By Toni Maria Ciccia

As of Jan. 5, Anthony Massaro
will be leaving as Principal of South
Plainfield High School to assume his
new position as Assistant Superinten-
dent of South Plainfield schools and
Dr. Kenneth May will be replacing
him.

One of Dr. May's first assignments
was to recommend an assistant

principal. Steve Novak, SPHS his-
tory teacher, was appointed assistant
principal at last week's school board
meeting. From the reaction from
those in attendance at the meeting,
he was the perfect choice.

Dr. May began his career as a math
teacher at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. He also taught pho-
tography, and was a soccer, football,
basketball and track coach. He was
involved with the PTA as a liaison, as
well as an AAU basketball coach. He
taught in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
district from 1971 to 1976.

In Sept. of 1976 he taught math-
ematics in the Rahway public schools
until June 1985. He also coached
football, girls' basketball and track.

Continued on page 12

Burglars
Nabbed
In the Act

A Lucy Ct. resident was at home
Monday night when two unknown
black males broke down his front door
and began ransacking his apartment.

At approximately 7:30 the occu-
pant heard noises at his door. He
looked through the peephole and
observed two men trying to get
in. He jumped from his third floor
balcony to the balcony below as the
suspects entered the apartment and
immediately called police.

One of the suspects appeared on his
balcony, was surprised by police and
jumped to the second floor balcony.
The second suspect jumped from the
third floor to the ground and was ap-
prehended after a foot chase.

Andy Steven Brazil-Williams, 28,
of Orange and Kasin Thurston, 19, of
Newark were both arrested for bur-
glary Bail has not been set. A gun was
later recovered in the suspect's vehicle
parked nearby.

SPHS Assistant Principal Helen Gottlieb, SPHS Principal Dr. Ken May and
Assistant Principal Steve Novak.

Bioustein Distinguished
Scholars Announced

Thirteen South Plainfield High School students were recently named
Edward 1. Bioustein Distinguished Scholars. These are students who
place in the top 10% of their classes and have a minimum combined
SAT score of 1260, or are ranked first, second or third in their class
as of the end of their junior year. Principal Dr. Ken May and National
Honor Society Advisor Eileen Boettger are pictured with Bioustein
Scholars Jonathan Buggey, Michael Carmon, Ryan Decker, Wajdi Kanj,
Kyle Kazimir, Wendy Kollarik, Pauline Lee, Anuj Patel, Ravi Patel, Josef
Rodriguez, Michael Salerno, Daniel Sierzega and Adam Toth.
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Dear Editor,

I would like to acknowledge and
thank all of the wonderful people and
organizations that helped make my
children's Christmas a little brighter
this year with their generous dona-
tions.

Grace Bertucci of the St. Vincent
DePaul Society of Sacred Heart
Church is a special person. She is al-
ways there when I need her through-
out the year and at Christmas tune
she works exceptionally hard to help
in anyway she can.

Marge Ackerman, the director of
South Plainfield Social Services, does
an excellent job gathering gifts, put-
ting bags together and making sure I
am notified to pick them up. This
year they received donations from the
Wesley Methodist Church on Plain-
field Ave. and I would like to thank
them as well.

I would also like to thank the FISH
organization in Piscataway for deliv-
ering gifts and even including wrap-
ping paper and tape, United Families
in Plainfield and the Kennedy School
PTSO for their generous gift.

The biggest thanks of all goes to all
the wonderful people in South Plain-
field and the towns affiliated with
these organizations who so gener-
ously donate to these causes.

A GRATEFUL NEIGHBOR AND
FRIEND

Dear Editor:
On behalf of Shirley Affinito and

myself, as chairpersons of the 2003
Riley School Breakfast with Santa,
we would like to thank the following
persons whose diligence and hard
work made our breakfast, Holiday
Booklet and Placemat a huge success:

Tom Lanza for your major part in
the Holiday Booklet/Placemat, food
donations and Christmas trees; Tom
and Rich Little for setting up the
kitchen and your fabulous cooking;
Ann Schiavo and Kelly Butrico for
all your craft ideas and running the

craft tables; Karen Kozak for all your
help pasting the booklet and
placemats together, your auction do-
nations and helping to organize;
Karen and Shirley for scrambling
eggs; Kathy Skwait and Maggie
Temple for shopping and taking all
the pictures; Beth Bors for all your
help, along with Diane Heilman and
the Riley PTSO for your support.
Thank you to Donna Teller (ticket
person), "Sally Boy" Sal "HoHo"
Severini, you're the best dressed in
red with your great big smile and
charming the children and our won-
derful elves and helpers, Mykhal and
Patrick Boyle; Natalie Kozak; Joey
and Lisa Affinito; Ryan and Brett
Temple; Casey, Mark and Christopher
Butrico; Tyler Schiarvo and Ryan
Bors. Also, thanks to Kathy Flanagan
and Viesta Harvey for being every-
where; Al Rue and Mike "Shotman"
Lanza for all your printing of the
booklets and pamphlet placemats;
Artie Sabino for opening at 5:30 a.m.
and cleaning up and dosing at 2 p.m.
and all your knowledge; Bob Boyle,
vice president of Roma Food for all
your generous food donations and
paper goods, as always; Haisch's Bak-
ery, Sherban's, Home Depot and the
Bagle Pantry for all your donations
and to all the booklet and pamphlet
supporters. Without the above men-
tioned "peeps," this wonderful break-
fast would not have been possible.
Have a happy and healthy New Year
in 2004!

DEBBIE BOYLE,
CHAIRPERSON

Dear Friends,
As the year 2003 draws to an end,

the South Piainfield Historical Soci-
ety wishes to thank all of you for your
continued support. We hope you
enjoyed the programs that were of-
fered throughout the year.

This year's big event was, of course,
the inauguration of Town History
Day So many people contributed to
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110

Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfieid, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix.netcom.com. Include
your name, address, telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial
Dept, 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email:
ggnan@aol.com or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the editor's discretion to
limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on the same subject.
The opinions expressed in "Letters" do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Observer. All letters must be submitted with name and phone number, for
verification.

its success. With a tip of the hat to
our hard working and dedicated
membership, we would also like to
recognize the contributions of oth-
ers in the community: Spotlight on
Dance Studio, the Monroe Family
Irish Stepdancers, Mark Stasio, the
South Plainfield High School Cho-
rus and Orchestra directed by Bruce
Mikolan; the antique car exhibitors,
the South Plainfield Elks, Polish Na-
tional Home, VFW, rescue squad,
police department, fire department,
and Our Lady of Czestochowa; Ri-
chard Veit, model-maker John
Petronella, Ken Morgan of the Public
Library, Joann Graf and the Senior
Center; the South Plainfield Cake and
Bagel Shop, and all those who baked
something for the day TH Day H is
in the works, and we promise it will
be bigger and better.

Happy holidays to one and all as
we look forward to a stupendous
2004.

KATHY HORVATH, PROGRAM
CHAIRWOMAN, SOUTH
PIAINFIELD HISTORICAL SOCIETY

To the South Plainfield Com-
munity and Beyond,

Please accept this letter as my ram-
bling attempt to sincerely thank all
the many kind hearted, charitable and
deserving people who have given of
themselves to me, my wife and boys,
since the death of my darling, sweet
daughter, Abigail. I realize that I will
fail to mention or thank someone,
some.organization or some enn't); but
please understand that that omission
is purely unintentional.

It is said that it takes a village to
raise a child. However, in order to
send a beautiful twenty-two (22)
month old little girl back to our Cre-
ator, that task mandates a plethora of
family and friends in conjunction
with a community like South
Piainfield.

As many of you know, my family
has recently been house hunting.
During that process, I have consis-
tendy suggested to my wife that we
move to a community where we
might get more "bang for our buck."
On the other hand, my wife, Lisa,
has consistently rejected that sugges-
tion and was opposed to our mov-
ing out of town. Lisa felt this way
given her fondness for South
Plainfield and the dose personal rela-
tionships she has developed since I
"dragged" her from the Pennsylvania
Dutch country to the place of my
birth, South Plainfield, New Jersey,
when we married in 1991.

However, my desire to move
evaporated on Nov. 5, 2003 and in
the days shortly thereafter. But I can't
talk about Nov. 5, 2003 without dis-
cussing my activities on Nov. 4,2003.
On Election Day, I went to work to
prepare an eight-year-old homicide
case. I worked until about 3 p.m.
when I called home to see if my chil-
dren wanted to attend "family swim"
at our local gym, Richochct Health
and Racquet Center. Well, you know
the response that I received to that
call and I began to head for the door.
In doing so, I hesitated and debated
with myself, "You're going on vaca-
tion beginning the 9th, you should
really stay and work straight

bur Used Items
ery Friday in
z Classifieds!
Deadlinetoplacea

iedadisMonday,5p.m.

908-668-00ii|
ad 4xs, get a 10",, discount.

through," vs. "Life is too short, go
home, be with your family and come
back after the children are in bed." I
am forever grateful that the latter po-
sition prevailed.

I went home and brought all three
children swimming. Given her age (22
months), Abigail monopolized my
time and attention. She proudly strut-
ted around the pool with her flota-
tion device (better known as her
"swimmie") on, showing me who was
in charge. She then gleefully giggled
as she was able to swim a short dis-
tance from and return to the entrance
steps. The outing culminated with
Abigail maturely wanting out of her
swim diaper because she had pooped.
Today, I am so thankful that I went
home and left work to spend time
with my children, especially Abigail.

On Wednesday, Nov. 5, 2003, I
went to work as I have done on so
many other occasions. I was return-
ing to my office with a box" of evi-
dence when I got "that page." I called
home only to hear my wife scream-
ing in the background and someone
on the phone indicating that I should
get home,.. ."it's bad, Abbie has been
hit by a bus." I could have died right
there. The whole ride home I was
hoping for the best until a cell phone
call was made and it was indicated
that my daughter was not going to
make it. I still did not believe it, not
my sweet, dear, child, Abigail
Michaela. My hopes were snuffed out
when I arrived home only to see the
tragedy 50 feet from my front door.
The ambulance, police officers, our
neighbors, my wife. I will never for-
get that scene and I sincerely apolo-
gize to our neighbors and friends for
having to experience that part of our
nightmare.

Shortly thereafter, my wife was
taken to the hospital and you would
have thought that Hinckley shot
Reagan all over again. In moments,
the hospital contained countless

numbers of friends, neighbors and
even the Chief of the Soum Plainfield
Police Department. That outpouring
of support, guidance, love and friend-
ship continued until sweet Abbie was
laid to rest on Saturday, Nov. 8. More
accurately, it has continued to this very
day with the prayers, phone calls to
our home, cards, fruit baskets, flow-
ers and plants, the provision of meals,
offers to babysit and various other
gestures of good will. This outpour-
ing of good willhasbeen overwhelm-
ing and the glue that has kept our
broken hearts togedier.

The wake of my dearest Abbie was
only made bearable by the contin-
ued and extensive expressions of kind-
ness that my family and I were shown
by our friends within the South
Plainfield Community and beyond.
I would have never envisioned the
number of caring and concerned
people who attended. The line
seemed to never end. You were all
there and we will never be able to
thank you enough for your support,
guidance, love, friendship and mere
presence. As Father Alvarado said
during the Funeral Mass, "Words are
so meaningless, so empty, so incapable
of providing any degree of comfort."
Your mere presence was the best that
anyone could have given and you all
gave enormously. In our case, there
are no answers, no words of comfort
that could have been spoken and your
mere presence said it all and said it
loudly. Thank you all so very much!

On Nov. 6, 2003, we met with
Richard McCriskin, the Funeral Di-
rector, who despite being the "new
kid on the block," we can't say
enough about. At that time, we did
not know how the funeral expenses
were going co be paid. In lieu of low-
ers, a request was made for donations
to be made to the family in order to
cover the expenses. Again, our friends
within the South Plainfield Commu-

Holiday Catering
Open New year's £ve

WE DELIVER!
• Assorted Sandwich Trays
• Sloppy Joe Platters
• 3 to 6 Foot Subs
• Assorted Hero Platters

(Including chicken cutlet)

ORWER ORDER
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• Hot Catering
• Sandwich Wrap Platters
• Homemade Salads
' Cookie Trays

"Quality Food For The Everyday Hen"

HOMETOWN HEROS
340 Hamilton Blvd.,

(908) 755-HERO (4376)

FAST APPROVALS...GREAT RATES...PERSONALIZED SERVICE
We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing

Free Pre-Qualifleations
Purchases • Refinance • Debt Consolidation

Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification Loans

Borrow up to 125% of Value • Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

. MikeDvxon
President

Licensed Mortgage Bro*er-fVJ Dept. of Banking

Se Habls Espanol 908-822-0090
2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ
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Father Igor Jendruch (center) celebrates his final mass at Sacred Heart
with Father John Werner and Father John Paul Alvarado.

Sacred Heart Bids Farewell
To Father Igor Jendruch
By William Tuthill

Father Igor Jendruch, who spent
this past year at Sacred Heart Church
as Associate Pastor, celebrated his last
Mass there on Sunday, Dec. 15. Fa-
ther Igor is returning to Slovakia.

Following die Mass, a farewell re-
ception was held in Sacred Heart

School cafeteria. The event was at-
tended by many parishioners. He re-
ceived many farewell gifts from the
guests.

If you would like to keep in contact
with Father Igor Jendruch, his new
address is: Father Igor Jendruch,
Lipova 2, Spisska Nova Ves 05201,
Slovak Republic - Europe.

Adult School Brochures
Mailed to Residents

Brochures have been sent to all area
residents for the upcoming Winter
2004 semester of the South Plainfield
Adult School. If you did not receive a
brochure and would like one, please
call the Adult School at (908) 754-

S2Oex:213.
The Adult School offers a variety of

classes, including typing, computers,
scrapbooking, yoga, exercise, painting,
calligraphy, volleyball, Spanish and golf,
as well as ah extensive range of exer-
cise and swimming classes for adults

and children offered through The Club
at Ricochet.

You may register over the phone
with a credit card or come to the Adult
School Office, Room 2of the Middle
School, 2201 Plainfield Ave.

Evening in-person registraticiErwill
take place in Room 2 of the Middle
School on Tuesday, Jan. 13 and
Wednesday, Jan. 14, from 6:30-8:30
p.m.

Most classes begin the week of Jan.
26.

Wishing You a Happy Holiday
from

wm.
of South Plainfield

Golden 3600 G Park Ave. South Plainfield
908-755-1155 • Open 7 Days, 11am-10:30pm

Thinking about it...
Give me a call.

REAL ESTATE
Buying? Selling?

Local, East Coast, West Coast, or Any State
Deal with Licensed Experienced People'.!

• N O OBLIGATION*
WAYNE GRENNIER, REFERRAL SPECIALIST

IWeichert
Roforral Assocnrtss

CO. DC.

"A COMPANY
OS*™ ON THE MOVE"

LICENSED SALES REPRESENTATIVE NJ

OFFICE: 800-937-6777
RESIDENCE: 908-755-3138
E-mail: wgrennie@ix.netcom.com

1625 STATE ROUTE 10
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

New 4-H
Cookie Cutters
Club Forming

Hey kids, do you like to have fun
in the kitchen? Then maybe the newly
formed Cookie Cutters 4-H Club is
for you. The focus of the club will be
baking.

Baking has long been one of the tra-
ditional program areas of 4-H. Mem-
bers will get together to share ideas
and items for cookies, cakes and candy,
or whatever new members mink they
would like to learn how to make. If s
something you can pick up quickly and
once you learn the decorating skills
there is plenty you can cook to enjoy
with your friends and family or give
away as a great gift.

As with other 4-H dubs, children
will be expected to keep record books
and give public presentations. The
dub will also participate in the full
range of 4-H activities, including the
Middlesex County Fair. The dub plans
to meet the first Saturday of each
month at the Middlesex County 4-H
Center in East Brunswick.

To be a part of this new club, con-
tact the 4-H office at (732) 745-3446
or e-mail maemorgan@verizon.net.
Leam about Middlesex County 4-H
programs in general by visiting the
County's online headquarters at
www.co.middlesex.nj.us/extension-
services/4hclubs.asp or call the 4-H of-
fice at (732) 745-3446.

ALERT

Middle School Student Council members finish packing boxes of toys
for the Marine Corps Reserve's Gifts for Kids program.

Middle School Student
Council Collects Gifts for Kids
ByJaneDornick

For the past five years, the Middle
School Student Council has collected
toys from students to be sent to the
Marine Corps Reserve 1st Division
Association Gifts for Kids program.

The students began asking for do-
nations from classmates on Dec. 1.

Since then the students and teachers,
they have amassed the largest ship-
ment of toys ever. The toys will be dis-
tributed by the Marine Corp to needy
children in the Central Jersey area.

Student Council President Ashley
Sacks said, "It's a great program. It's
nice to do something for kids who are
not as fortunate."

Council Announces
© Ordinance Meeting

The-'BoroughCouncil an-
nounced they will hold a spe-
cial meeting on Monday, Dec.
29 at 5 p.m. to pass Ordi-
nance #1641 and vote on
several resolutions.

Mayor Dan Gallagher was made an honorary member of the South
Plainfield Business Association during last week's holiday luncheon,
hosted by Sherban's Diner.

It's Time for the
South Plainfield
Observer's....

.... Second Animal Holiday
House Decorating

Content
CT; ro

OUSE
Deck the

Halls, Trim the r

Trees...
The Observer, along with

Recreation Dept, is sponsoring
a Holiday House Decorating !

Enter your house or nominate another.
Include photos, if possible. Entries must be
received by Dec. 26. Winners will be an-
nounced in January. Grand prize: One year
individual membership to the PAL, a year's
subscription to the Observer, and more.
Winner's house will be pictured on page one
of the Observer. Second prize: a year's sub-
scription to the Observer.

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS OF HOUSE

First place winner's house will be pictured
on the front page of the Observer!

Send your entry to South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.
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Jr. Baseball Club Trip
To Hall of Fame
December 29

South Plainfield Junior Baseball
Club is planning a bus trip to the Ma-
jor League Baseball Hall Of Fame on
Monday, Dec. 29. Tickets are $65 per
person and include deluxe bus trans-
portation, admission to the Hall of
Fame and a buffet dinner.

Family New Year's
Eve Party
December 31

Bring the whole family to Cafe
Everest for a Pre- New Year's Eve Cel-
ebration Dinner on Tuesday, Dec. 31,
5-8 p.m. Enjoy a warm up count-
down, sparkling cider champagne, bal-
loon animals, streamers, party hats and
much more. Price for adults is $24.95,
children $14.95, which includes com-
plete dinner.

Life Line Screening
at Czestochowa
January 5

Our Lady of Czestochowa Church,
120 Kosciusko Ave. is holding health
screenings on Monday, Jan. 5.

Life Line Screening Radiology, LLC
provides non-invasive, completely
painless screenings using Doppler ul-
trasound technology: Stroke Screen-
ing/Carotid Artery ($45), Abdominal
Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) Screening
($45), Peripheral Arterial Disease
(ABI) Screening ($45) and Osteoporo-
sis Screening ($35). Buy the Complete
Vascular Package (first three screen-
ings) for $99, or buy all four and pay

SEND YOUR EVENTS TO:
South Plainfield Observer,

1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite IB,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or

fax (908) 668-8819; email ggnan@aol.com.

What's
happening in

DEC/JAN

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake

9 AM-4PM Cards & Pool
(908)754-1047

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 AM TO 12:30 P.M.

Senior Center
EVENTS

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Monthly meetings will now be on the third Thursday of the month

/ January 7 - Atlantic City Trip

Jan 19 - Hunterdon Hills Playhouse
"Best of Branson"

March \ 7-Hunterdon Hills Playhouse "The Rainmaker "

Center Closed
for Christmas

25

Adult Crafts n*
9:30-11:30am C

Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class
11:30am-12:30pm

Bingo 10am-2pm Q f )
Ladies Social 1 0 a m J U

Computer Classes
12pm & 2pm
Men's Forum 1:30pm

Exercise 8:45-9:45 Q" |
Line Dancing 10-11:30° '
Movie Time 11:30am
MRP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class
11 am-1 pm

Center Closed
New Year's Day

FRIDAY
Bingo 10am-2pm 2 6
Pizza Lunch
Bridge Club 12:30pm

Bingo 10am-2pm Q
Pizza Lunch
Bridge Club 12:30pm

:

$125.
Pre-registration is required. "Call

(800) 407-4557 if you have any ques-
tions or to register.

AARP Chapter Trip to
Hunterdon Hills

January 13

The AARP Chapter #4144 is plan-
ning a bus trip on Jan. 13 to Hunter-
don Hills Playhouse for lunch and to
see "The Rainmaker." The cost of $60
covers all expenses, including transpor-
tation from South Plainfield.

For further details and reservations,
call Lee at (732) 968-6613 or Mary
at (732) 752-3764.

Tickets For Harlem
Globetrotters
February 14

Tickets to the Harlem Globetrotters

at Continental Arena on Feb. 14 at
7:30 p.m. game are $22 each. The tick-
ets are Section 211 upper tier lower.
(Seating will be filled on a first ticket
purchase availability. )

Make checks payable to Cub Scout
Pack 224 and mail to 201 Lane Ave.,
South Plainfield. Everyone must have
a ticket. Tickets are for admission only,
you must provide your own transpor-
tation. Admission includes a two hour
mect-and-greet prior to the game,
Globetrotter University and a badge.
You can only attend therneet and greet
through a group purchase.

Rec Plans Trip
To See Hairspray
February 22

South Plainfield Recreation is spon-
soring a trip to Broadway to see
"Hairspray" on Sunday, Feb. 22. Bus
will leave the PAL at 10:30 a.m. and

Celebrate the Hew
FAMILY STYLE

Join us at Cafe Everest Diner on
Wednesday, December 3 1 , 5 - 8 p.m. for a
Pre-New/ Year's Eve Family Celebration!

• Warm up countdown at 7 p.m.
• Sparkling cider champagne
• Balloon animals
• Streamers
• Party Hats, and much more

Adults: $24.95, Children: $14.95
(includes complete dinner)

Cafe Everest Diner
2OO2 Park Avenue

South Plainfield

908-755-2811

return around 7 p.m. There will be
plenty of time to shop and eat before
the show. Tickets are $100 per person
and are available at the PAL between
8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. on weekdays.
Only 45 tickets are available, so come
and get yours now!

Out of Town

Moonrakers Club's
"Meet and Greet"

January 13
The New Jersey Moonrakers Tall

Club, Inc., a social and community ser-
vice organization serving people of
"taller-than-average" stature in the
New Jersey/New York metropolitan
area, will hold its monthly "Meet and
Greet" social at the Saddle Brook
Marriott, located between Rt. 80 and
the Garden State Parkway in Saddle
Brook on Tuesday, Jan 13 at 8 p.m.

Prospective members are encour-

lowers £
Fancy Foods

aged to inquire. Prospective members
must meet certain criteria. Women:
5'10" and taller and men, 6T and taller
(in stocking feet) and over 21.

For further information about the
club, or for a schedule of our social
events, call out 24-hour hotline ser-
vice at (973) 267-3648 or visit rhe
website at http://www.njtall.org or
email at newjersey@tall.org.

SingleFaces January
Dances Announced
Month of January

The following is a list of dances
planed by SingleFaces for the month
of January.

Friday, Jan 2 at the Woodbridge
Hilton, 120 Wood Ave. in Iselin at 9
p.m. Cost is $12. For directions call
732) 494-6200.

Saturday, Jan. 3 at the Shadow-'
brook, Rt 35 in Shrewsbury at 9 p.m.
Cost is $12. For directions call (732)
747-0200.

Friday, Jan. 9 at the Victorian
Manor, 2863 Woodbridge Ave. at 9
p.m. in Edison. Cost is $12. For di-
rections call (732) 549-2859

Saturday,Jan. 10 At the Woodbridge
Hilton, 120 Wood Ave. in Iselin at 9
p.m. Cost is $12. For directions call
732) 494-6200.

Friday, Jan. 16 at the Historic Old
Bermuda Inn, 2512 Arthur Kill Rd.
in Staten Island at 9 p.m. Cost is $12

For additional inforation call (732)
542-2200..

Friday, Jan. 16 at the The Historic
Old Bermuda Inn, 2512 Arthur Kill
Rd. in Staten Island at 9.m. Cost is
$12

Saturday, Jan. 171 the Woodbridge
Hilton, 120 Wood Ave. in Iselin at 8
p.m. Free Dance Lessons 8p.m-9p.m.
Dance 9 p.m.-l a.m.

Sunday, Jan. 18 at the Ramanda
Plaza, 3050 Woodbridge Ave. in
Raritan Center in Edison at 8 p.m.a
Cost is $12. No WorkMonday, always
a great crowd.

Friday, Jan. 23 at the Woodbridge
Hilton, 120 Wood Ave. in Iselin at 9
p.m. Cost is 12.

Saturday, Jan. 24 at the Ramanda
Plaza, 3050 Woodbridge Avc. in
Raritan Center in Edison at 8 p.m.a
Cost is $12. Chinese New Year.

Friday Jan 30 at the The Historic
Old Bermuda Inn, 2512 Arthur Kill
Rd. in Staten Hand at 9.m. Cost is
$12.

Saturday, Jan. 31 at the Shadow-
brook, Rt. 35 in Shrewsbury at 9 p.m.
Cost is $12.

Send Us Your
Mail or drop off stories and photos to South Plainfield Ob-
server, 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite IB, South Plainfield, NJ
07080, fax (908) 668-8819; or email to ggnan@aol.com.

FIRST CLASS TRAVEL
Your Concierge To The World

(908)753-3777
Travel Professionals

Specializing in Honeymoons,
Cruises, Family & Group Travel

Visit us at our new location:
129 South Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield

MicheleKunie • Denise Maistickle • Joe Maistickle
travelbymichele@msn.com
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Holiday
Giving for
Needy Pets

The Plainfield Animal Hospital is
still accepting pet food donations to
be distributed to needy pets for the
holiday season. Please bring canned or
dry pet foods to the drop-off box at
the animal hospital, 2201 Park Ave,
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., Monday-Fri-
day and 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Satur-
days.

Food will be distributed to a local
non-profit organization. For more in-
formation, call (908) 755-2428 or
visit our website at www.plainfield
animalhosp.com.

We will also be accepting monetary
donations for the NJ Veterinary Foun-
dation. Monies will be used towards
spay/neutering of stray and abandoned
animals, abandoned animal care and
scholarships.

Donations will be accepted until
Monday, Dec. 29.

The lucky winner (
with her mother Gladys.

ary's "Snow" quilt was Grace Ochoa, pictured

Edison Arts
Offering Classes

The Edison Arts. Society is
pleased to announce the offering of
daytime Adult art classes for Win-
ter 2004. All classes will meet in the
main meeting room at the North
Branch of the Edison Library, lo-
cated on 777 Grove Ave.

Classes offered will be in botani-
cal watercolor techniques, taught by
Linda Trella and in Basic Realistic
Drawing, taught by Ray Skibinski.

Please contact the Edison Arts
Society if you would like to register
for art classes

Or for more information, Mon-
day-Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at (908)
753-ARTS.

Storytime Kids Create a
Snow Quilt at Library

The South Plainfield Library was
awarded a $350 grant from the Ezra
Jack Keats Foundation to be used for
a project that would "inspire children's
creativity and encourage them to ex-
plore the diversity and literature their
community offer."

The Storytime children's reading
program used Keats' book, "The
Snowy Day," to inspire two- to six-
year-olds to draw a snow picture to
be used in a quilt.

The library utilized the expertise of
local quilter Kay Demon, who deter-
mined what they needed to buy and
how to put the project together.

Each child was given crayons and
white squares of fabric. Winter scenes
and the word "snow" was written in
11 different languages, which repre-

JESSE COLBY!
g

Our Lady Of Czestochowa
R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
DeczS- 8:ooa.m. and iv.oo a.m. - FeastofHoly Famii

cy- 5.30 p.m. - Solemnity of Mary ~ New Year's Eve
Mass followed by Exposition of

the Blessed Saanment and Benediction
, Jan i-ioa.m.-Sokmnity of Mary-New Year's Day

Regular Weekend: Sat eves.s^opm, Sunday Sam & tram

in City Pharmacy
Tel. (908) 755-7696 Fax (908) 755-6003

1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 (Next to Farmer's Market)

Today's Modern Pharmacy with. Old Fashioned Values

DME Provider for US Healthcare/AETNA
& CIGNA

Medicare and Medicaid Provider
Solaris In-Network DME Provider

NOW AVAILABLE
Images of
America
South

Plainfield

Ostomy Supplies including Hollister& Gonvarei

Full Line of Diabetic &. Wound Care Products

Hospital Beds - Commodes

Wheelchairs- Walkers

• • • • • • • • • . . . • .

Haven Hospice Provider for JFK & Muhfenberg Hospitals

sented our diverse community. Den-
ton pieced the top layer together and
it was then sent to a professional
quilter for the finishing touches.

Once completed, the quilt was
raffled off and the lucky winner was
Grace Ochoa.

Elks Are Setting
Entertainment Books

The South Plainfield Elks Veterans
committee is selling the Entertainment
Book for $30. Contact Lou Peralta,
(908) 756-6406.

Last Chance
to enter cur

Mouse
Decorating

Contest!
See naee 3

Middle School Announces
1st Marking Period Honor Roll

High Honor Roll
8th Grade-Brooke Denitzio, Robert Harrington, Przemyslaw Lasota,

Raymond Lee, Robert Moreira, Lauren O'Day, Ashley Peterson, Sarah Schul-
te, Rachel Senz and Anthony Simone.

7th Greufe-Daphne Aguinaldo, Audrey Cupo, Jeannine DeAndrea, Re-
becca Deffler, Caitlin Herriott, Catherine Krawiec, Anthony Louise, Lyndsey
Murtagh, AUyson Paterek, Kara Thomas, Victoria Tran and Kristen Yorkanis.

8th Grade-Francis Alfano, Ashley Alvarado, Mima Arevalo, Scott Bar-
ton, Kristin Billich, Rebecca Bosse, Nicole Brooks, Paolo Cantarella, Grey
Coppi, Jonathan Cursi, Joseph Dacchille, Dorothy Anne DeLeon, Christo-
pher Delaney, Joseph Delgenio, Danielle Dembia, Christopher DeOliveira,
Karan Desai, Elizabeth Diamant, Christopher Duquette, Timothy Durnak,
Kaitlin Egan, Jamie Ehsel, Daniel Espin, Christopher Esposito, Brian Fabino,
Meredith Ferguson, Elizabeth Flannery, Sydney Gentile, Tara Goitiandia,
Katherine Gorman, Andrew Gray, Jessica Gray, Steven Guevara, Hakim
Hardy, Taylor Harris, Matthew Helgesen, Blaire Houston, Theresa Huber,
Christian Johansen, Dale Johnson, Mantesh Kaur, Taylor Kurilew, Danielle
Lennon, Erica Linick, Andrea Lozarito, Joanna Luzny, Jonathan Marcoux,
Kellie McLean, Angel Mera, Diana Naser, Christina Nieves, Katie Nuber,
Sarah Oglesby, Jamie Okoszko, Michael Oprysk, Vincent Padula, Kristen
Partesi, Anjani Patel, Vinal Patel, Shivani Patel, Christopher Pennisi, Phillip
Perrette, Rocco Petriello, John Polizzano, Daniel Pompilio, Hosnia Qayum,
Mitul Rana, Kelly Remsing, William Rickert, Ashley Sacks, Simone Sealy,
Aakruti Sheth, Jasmine Silas, Samanrha Smith, Olivia Smith, Alison Smith,
Chelsea Soisson, Christopher Spayder, John Steger, Stanley Stellakis,
Kathleen Sullivan, Stephanie Szeliga, Ryan Szumski, Amanda Thorn, Anh-
Phuong Trinh, Brandon Ullom, Elizabeth Valentino, Mark Wagner, Gre-
gory Watts, Katiejean Zacek, Julia Zappi and Vina Zychlinski.

Honor Roll
7s!; O*fe-Alvarez, Jorge, Arielle Armand, Samanrha Barthel, Francesca

Bayak, Cori Black, Jacqueline Bosse, Michael Boyle, Kyle Buck, Michael
Bumback, Michael Burton, Maxwell Butler, Danielle Butrico, Ashley Cap-
parelK, Ashley Cardinale, Kurt Carlson, Jared Christopher, Alex Cihano-
wyz, Allison Clawans, Sean Coffey, Ian Collins, Christina Cornelius, Jared
Czech, Ann Dang, Taylor Deskins, Taylor Michael Dezmin, Stephanie
Dicindio, Justin Ditmars, Quynhnhu Doan, Courtney Easterday, Tina
Foscolo, Sara Frazzano, Lindsay Fredericks, Kelliann Friday, Jaime Gian-
nakis, Maricela Gonzalez, Jonathan Gray, Ashleigh Gray, Richard Guarraci,
Jessica Handwerger, Richard Harzula, Alba Hernandez, Terry Ho, Nicho-
las Jeglinski, Garrett Kelly, Jadyn Kukuch, Alexa Kunch, Joseph Lacerda,
Stephanie Lanza, Jacqueline Laverne, Zane Lesky, Christopher Lesniak,
Nicholas Levendusky; Jeremiah Magpile, Daniel Maistickle, Kelly McCor-
mack, Alyssa McCreesh, Joseph Mennuti, Stephanie Militia, Jessica Murtagh,
Brittany Musolino, Patrick Nolty, Krister Nuber, Eric Nuber, Nosavoen Og-
bevoen, Brittany Okoszko, Timothy Oppelt, Emily Orlandini, Michael
PachyreL Dominic Papa, Parth Patel, Priya Patel, Kathryn Paterek, Nicholas
Pauls, Sandra Pleeter, Douglas Porzio, Parvatan Sami, Saira Sheikh, Richard
Sierzega, Taheem Smith, Rachel Smith, Christine Snogans, Nicole Soisson,
Nora Stasio, Heather Stoloff, Spencer Stubbs, Scott Suleski, Alyssa Sutherland,
Susan Tian, Loan Tran, Elizabeth Tran, Anthony Usuriello, Andrea Vedutis,
Isabel Vordzorgbe, Erik White, Steven Wieczorek and Paul Zushma.

Give Yourself
the Perfect
Holiday Gift!
Stay in from the cold this
winter and treat yourself to home delivery
of the South Plainfield Observer!
Follow the ups and downs of South Plainfield in the Observer, the only newspaper
geared to the residents and businesses of South Plainfield. Send a check or money
order for $25/one year (out-of-town-$30) or pay by credit card to: South Plainfield
Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfi eld, NJ 07080.

We now accept VISA and Mastercard

/ would like home delivery of the Observer.
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP PHONE

J | CREDIT CARD NO. (MC OR VS) . EXR DATE

24 Hour Emergency Care Service - Free Delivery
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ulfamt (Hmtrerts resound with

Roosevelt School
The Roosevelt Elementary School Holiday con-

cert featured the school's third and fourth grade
string ensemble and chorus. The string ensemble,
conducted by Mr. Bruce Mikolon, performed five
selections, Jolly Old St. Nick, Beginner Medley, Twindle
Vomtiom, Allegro and Open String Samba. The cho-
rus, directed by Miss Sharon Perez, sang We'll Dress
the House, In Our Tbsm inDecember, Somewhere in My
Memory and Horn far the Holidays.

-Photos by Patricia Abbott

John E Kennedy
School

J. E Kennedy Elementary Schools students all
participated in a holiday concert directed by Bar-
bara Habeeb. Each grade took to the stage and
performed wintertime and traditional holiday
tunes to a standing room only crowd.

Elementary and Pre School Children Share Secreti

Santa (Don Ardito) listens to Christmas wishes at Future Stars Preschool's Breakfast with
Santa.

Santa (Jeffrey Pauls) listens to Christmas wishes at Kennedy School's Breakfast With
Santa, while others create holiday crafts.
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Sacred Heart
School

This year's Christmas concert involved all the
students at Sacred Heart School, including classes
from pre K-3 through eighth grade. Students,
under the direction of Danial Mahoney, Direc-
tor of Sacred Music, filled the church with songs,
solos and readings. Jonathan Abel and Camille
Romans portrayed Mary and Joseph.

John E. Riley School
Change is good and Riley School's Holiday show was the perfect example of moving on.
The absence of the fifth grade students in the elementary schools has made a marked change in

the recent holiday concerts. This makes for a much shorter concert which features each school's
string ensemble and chorus^ However, the band was noticeably missing. Fifth grade students who
would have represented the most experienced band members are now housed at Grant School. The
concerts ran about 30 minutes instead of the normal hour.

Riley chose to break away from the mold and offered a 'mini musical' called 'December Gifts by
Sally K. Albrecht and Jay Althouse.' The show featured stories about the three major holidays in
December: Christmas, Hanukah and Kwanzaa. Working with the third and fourth grade chorus,
groups of students spoke about the holidays and each specific holiday was also represented in song.

There were five presentations, On My List, Spin The Dreidel, Celebrate Kwanzaa and Santa, Can
Tm Hear Me? The show dosed with an instrumental by student Ryan Hughes, musically summing
up the "Best Gift of All," a gift from the heart. The show was orchestrated and produced by Alan
BiUingsley and directed by Joanne Gurskey, Music Teacher.

4th Santa at Breakfasts

Santa (Sal Severini) gets help from his elve
at Riley School's Breakfast with Santa. A
right, a Santa "visitor" sians in

L Sh s

Santa (Ed Kubala) listens intently
to the wishes of children at Roosevelt
School's "Breakfast with Santa."
Children also had the opportunity to
create ornaments and holiday decora-
tions.
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reasonable expectations. The funeral
expenses and related costs were cov-
ered by many contributors and the
good will of the McCriskin brothers, a
police lieutenant from South Plainfield
and the South Plainfield PBA. In our
wildest dreams, we would have never
expected such widespread generosity,
but that is what this letter is trying to
highlight, recognize, and compliment.
To everyone who made financial con-
tributions to my family, thank you. Any
funds received in excess of the related
funeral and burial costs, with your per-
mission, will be placed in a memorial
fund in order to support my boys' col-
lege education.

If my wife and I uncharacteristically
gain weight during this difficult time,
we are not to blame. Your generosity
with the provision of countless meals
and various foodstuffs was and contin-
ues to be extraordinary. Our freezer is
packed and every cupboard is full.
Again, thank you very much!

On Nov. 9, after the funeral, my
family and I went away on a trip that I
had researched forever and booked
months ago. It was a decision that
caused me great consternation, given
the circumstances. However, after
much reflection, it was decided that we
would go. It was one of the toughest
decisions my wife and I have ever had
to make. Although a tough decision,
it was the right one. It was a decision
made easier with the knowledge that
our dear friends and neighbors would
care for us and our home during our
absence. It allowed us to talk, plan on
a limited basis and to lessen the trauma
to our boys. Lessening the trauma to
our boys was of a paramount concern,
especially when contending with
Christopher's questions, "Daddy, was
it my school bus that hurt Abbie??
Daddy, is Abbie with Belle (our Rott-
weiler who previously died)??" Our
college psychology courses were of no
assistance to us in answering these
questions. The trip did have a down-
side and that was prolonging the in-
evitable, i.e., entering our house for an

Last Chance
_tc enter the

House
Decorating

Contest:

See pase 3

extended period of time without
Abbie.

I cannot express to you the pain that
my wife and I are experiencing, at-
tempting to come to grips with the fact
that we will: 1) never enter our house
again with Abbie running towards us
happily screaming; 2) never be dragged,
to the refrigerator by Abbie in order
for her to demand a piece of cheese or
a yogurt; 3) never have our faces ag-
gressively pulled in order for Abbie to
make us look at what she wanted us to
see; 4) never see Abbie ever so cutely
point to her face in order to solicit a
kiss. The list could go on forever, but
you get the picture; we miss our daugh-
ter, Abigail Michaela, tremendously.

Recendy, we have attempted to go
back to our everyday routines. That
process has only been made "bearable"
given the support, guidance, love and
friendship that our friends and neigh-
bors within the South Plainfield Com-
munity and beyond have shown my
family. I was only able to go back to
work with the knowledge that my wife
and children would be adequately cared
for and monitored. This community
has risen to the challenge and quelled
my fears about going back to work.
Sacred Heart Church, the priests, sis-
ters and staff, various school person-
nel and teachers, parent organizations,
mothers and fathers who knew our
children, high school friends, football
coaches, law enforcement officers, mer-
chants, complete strangers—and
people from all walks of life have con-
tributed to easing our excruciating
pain. Moreover, you have all facilitated
the commencement of the very long
healing process.

When you see us out and about,
please do not ask, "How are you do-
ing?" We might answer the question
honestly and we hate being negative.
In the alternative, simply ask if we are
getting by, we will be able to answer
that question in a positive fashion.

During this trying ordeal, we have
also had the opportunity to interact
with emergency medical personnel and
police officers. Their performance was
beyond reproach. Today, it is common
place to hear complaints about public
servants (I being one of them). The
citizenry rarely takes the time to ac-
knowledge and/or thank public service
that went above and beyond. This let-
ter attempts to take the time to thank
the emergency medical personnel and
law enforcement officers who cared for
my family on Nov. 5 and have contin-

ued to care to this very day. In short,
they treated my family, like their fam-
ily, and for that I am truly apprecia-
tive. In the future, when a public ser-
vant is not the epitome of diplomacy,
try to remember that they have very
difficult and dangerous jobs. Moreover,
they may have just come from the scene
of a tragedy similar to ours and may
not be too inclined to hear explana-
tions for unacceptable behavior.

SinceNov. 5, when we deal with our
boys, we are far more tolerant and pos-
sess a greater degree of patience. Fur-
thermore, we kiss, hug and tell them
how much we love them for no appar-
ent reason other than because we do.
We do this in memory of Abigail and
invite you to do the same with other
children. In addition, do not dismiss
those instances when you believe Abbie
is connecting with you, they are real.
Abbie is our angel and she is forever
watching over us.

So many of you have related how
difficult it has been for you to convey
your condolences in words. Similarly,
I have found it equally as difficult to
convey my gratitude in a cogent non-
rambling fashion. In this letter, I hope
I have been marginally successful. I had
hoped to address you at the funeral
mass, but I simply lacked the strength.

It is abundantly dear, given the way
that EVERYONE has charitably
come together over the past several
weeks for the benefit of my family, that
we are proud members of a dose knit
South Plainfield Community, a com-
munity that I do not see myself leav-
ing in the foreseeable future.

On behalf of my wife, Lisa, my boys,
Christopher and Caleb, as well as our
own angel in heaven, Abigail, we are
extremely indebted to you all. In addi-
tion, to those who have exhibited the
same support, guidance, love and
friendship to Abbie's grandparents and
numerous aunts, undes and cousins,
in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, your
efforts are appreciated as well.

Before conduding, please recognize
that we will need you all far into the
future, especially around Abigail's
birthday, Dec. 18 and during the Holi-
day Season. We know that our friends
within the South Plainfield Commu-
nity and beyond will be there for us.

Again, thanking you for your sup-
port, (emotional, financial and other-'
wise), guidance, love, and friendship,
l a m . . .

FOREVER GRATEFUL,
CHRISTOPHER L. C. KUBERIET

Sports
Tigers Win At Morris Knolls

South Plainfield High School Tiger wrestlers were winners at Morris Knolls.

By Bob Hunter

A lot of questions were answered
this past weekend when the Tigers
rolled through the Morris Knolls Tour-
nament, racking up 2I7points and out
scoring second place Seton Hall Prep
by 59 points. The Tigers daimed six
individual champiqns and two second
place finishes four thirds and one fourth
place medal.

Winning tides were Jimmy Conroy
(103), winning by a fall over Dan
Traglia of Morris Hills at 0:57. Fresh-
menBillyAshnault(112), also won by
a fall over Mike Goldsworth of Morris
Knolls at 1:58. Senior Ryan Elliott
(275), also won by fall over Vinnie
Lusardi of Morris Hills at 1:49. Sam
Martin (130), also a freshmen, won his
tide by winning by a major decision
over Mike Powers of Seton Hall Prep
15-5. Paul Ritchie (145), wrestled
smart and won by a decision 3-0 over
Mike Antonucci of Seton Hall Prep.

Guy Severini (152), also won by a de-
cision 3-1 over Taylor Maytrott of
Montvale.

Freshmen Mike Jakubik (119), had
a great tournament, but came up short
in- the final. It appeared that Jakubik
had Tom Edel of Seton Hall Prep
pinned, but did not get the call and
had to settle for second place. Joe
Debiase (171), was in a tough match
with Ricky Keenen of Bogota, drop-
ping a 3-1 dedsion for second place.

Third place winners where Nick
Dorey (125), Nick Curdo (135), Pe-
ter DeAndrea (140) and Kevin Crilley
(189). Frank Demarest (215) finished
fourth. Travis Noll (160) did not place,
but did a great job losing to the even-
tual champion, Angelo DiLeo of Se-
ton Hall Prep in the opening round.

So, with many questions answered
about this years freshmen, the outlook
for the Tigers is very promising for
another outstanding year. Good job
guys-

South Plainfield Recreation
Discount Ski Tickets
Discount tickets may be purchased at the PAL Building

for the following places and rates.

Montage Weekend/Holiday $36
Montage Midweek $29
Shawnee Weekend $36
Shawnee Midweek $29
Shawnee Skiers Choice Pkg $57
Jack Frost/Big Boulder

Weekend/Holiday $40
Jack Frost/Big Boulder

Midweek $31
JF/BB Night $20

Jack Frost/Big Colder
Discovery Padcage $52

Camelback Weekend/Holiday.. $46
Camelback Midweek $33
Camel Night $25
Blue Mountain Weekend $41
Blue Mountain Weekday S34
Mountain Greek

Weekend/Holiday $43
Mountain Creek Weekday $33

WHERE TO EAT IN AND AROUND SOUTH PLAINFIELD

Why Cook?
Enjoy one of these South
Plainfield's restaurants.ORDER

YOUR HOLIDAY
CAKEfNOW!*& Golden Acres Shopping Center

Park Ave. & Oak Tree Ave. Advertise in the South Plainfield Observer Dining Guide. Choose

from a one column ($180) or two column ($360) ad that

runsfor 10 weeks. We will design a custom ad for jour business.

Also included is a one-time feature with write up and photo.

Golden Acres Shopping Ctr.
3600 Park Ave. So. Plainfield

(908) 769-0016

Tuesday-Thurs. 11-9, F r i l l - 10 ,

Sat. 10-10, Sun 10-9

CLOSED MONDAYS

Try a New Taste
this Holiday Season

For more information, call 908-668-0010.



December 26,2OO3 • YourWSoiijpc&forLocalNews-SouthPlahxfieldObserver- . 9 .

Sports
Middle School Boys and Girls Win Holiday Basketball Tournament

The Twin City Pharmacy/South
Plainfield Alliance for Substance
Awareness Holiday Basketball Tourna-
ment for grades seven to eight was a
great success again this year. This 12*
annual event featured boys' and girls'
teams from the middle schools in
Dunellen, East Brunswick, Sacred
Heart and South Plainfield. The pur-
pose of this tournament is two fold:
provide a quality, healthy, athletic event
and to disseminate information regard-
ing the dangers of smoking, drinking
and the use of controlled dangerous
substances, including steroids. Bill
Beegle, SPASA Coordinator and prin-

SPI1S Bowling

cipal of John E. Riley School, along
with Tom Baker, High School Student
Assistance Counselor, presented the
video, "Kids Talking to Kids about
Drugs" and led a discussion on the
dangers of student athletes abusing
drugs and smoking. They stressed that
athletic performance on the court and
the playing field is greatly diminished
when athletes abuse drugs, alcohol and
smoke cigarettes.

Volunteering and serving as mem-
bers of the Board of Directors for
SPASA is Tom Cassio, owner of Twin
City Pharmacy; Allen LaMonda and
David Franchak, DARE officers and

BY RALPH FECH

Tiger Bowlers Knock OfFTop Ranked
St. Joseph's, Rally to Tie Colonia
SPHS 934 901 979-2814
St. Joseph's 882 877 1044-2803

In a classic rematch of David ver-
sus Goliath, the boys team knocked
off top ranked number one St. Joseph's
in Red Division action by the score of
3 to 1. The Tigers found conditions
in their favor and turned in a solid
team effort. Capt. Matt Boley earned
top honors with a 234 final game and
615 set. Chipping in were Jon Jeg-
linski's 205, Vin Genova's 204 and
211 and Shawn Ferguson's 222.

SPHS 863 850 1050-2763
Colonia 861 1029 980-2870

After winning by a slim two-pin
margin in the first game, the Patriots
came out firing for a big lead after the
second game. However the Tigers ral-
lied for a big game of their own and
salvaged a 2-2 tie against the always
tough Colonia. Matt Boley's 233 game
and 595 set, Nick Grego's 217 game
and 541 set, George Kleinknecht's 213
game and 536 set and Shawn Fergu-
son's 209 game and 523 set led the
charge. Chipping in were Jon Jeglin-
ski's 193 and Vin Genova's 191.
SPHS 1080 952 973-2955
Woodbridge 980 1042 994-2971

Still on a hot streak, the Tigers
jumped out of the gate with a 100 pin
advantage after the first game. But the
Barons wiggled away as the Bengals
could not deliver the knockout punch.

It was great bowling for both

squads. Matt Boley took scoring hon-
ors on games of 244-220-196 and 660
set. Also contributing were Jon Jeg-
linski's 218-212 and 6012 set, Nick
Grego's 231-202 and 571 set and Vin
Genova's 205 game and 584 set.

SPHS 878 856 919-2653
S. Brunswick 984 1015 978-2977

The Vikings jumped out in front
from the start and were never threat-
ened, as they coasted to a 4-0 shutout
victory

High games for SPHS were Matt
Boley's 210-213 games and 591 set
and a 201 game by Shawn Ferguson.

SPHS 863941 877-2681
Hunterdon 890 965 947-2802

Despite Matt Boley's 231-245
games and 655 set, the Tigers lost
three close games to newcomer Hun-
terdon Central at the not too familiar
Strike and Spare Lanes. Vin Genova
chipped in with a 224 game.

SPHS 859 875 916-2650
E. Brunswick 875 996 871-2742

The Tigers let diis one get away af-
ter losing a big lead during the first
game. The change in momentum gave
the Boars the spark in the second
game.

Matt Boley was again solid with
236 game and 596 set. A quartet of
191's were turned in by Vin Genova,
Shawn Ferguson, Nick Gregb and
Dave Eichler.

Lady Tigers Split Six Matches,
Record Stands at 9-4
SPHS 775 776 714-2265
Colonia 785 665 680-2130

After dropping a 10-pin decision in
the opening game, the Tigers were
consistent the rest of the way and
posted a 3-1 win over a good Colonia
team.

Vicki Boley was superb with games
of 200-231-214 for a 645 set. Beverly
Jamison bowled a steady 452 set.-

SPHS 728 844 784-2356
Woodbridge 933 963 960-2856

The Tigers rolled the best series of
their young season, but could not keep
up with the hot shooting powerhouse
Woodbridge, falling in all three games.
Vicki Boley's 212,183 games and 537
set and Kim Gaub's 193 game and 521
set paced the Tigers. Chipping in were
Beverly Jamieson with a solid 510 set
and Lindsay Hunsicker a 154 game.

SPHS 65 877 6711-2145
So. Brunswick 827 773 782-2382

The Tigers could not regroup after
a slow start in the first game and were
swept by an improved Viking squad.

Vicki Boley's 193 was the best score
in a tough day for the green and white.

SPHS 717 723 784-2224
N.Brunswick 612 647 616-1875

The Girls Bowling Team upped it's
record to eight and three with an easy
300 pin victory over No. Brunswick.
Scoring honors went to Kim Gaub's
202, Beverly Jamison's 166, Angelique
Rualo's 165 and Katie Eder's 142.

SPHS 664 732 667-2063
Hunterdon 587 600 551-1738

Riddled with illness, the Tigers had
enough to shutout new competitor
Hunterdon Central at Strike and Spare
Lanes. Top honors were earned by
Vicki Boley with games of 193, 185
and 556 set.

SPHS 689 717 691-2097
E. Brunswick 728 855 834-2407

The Tigers were no match for a
solid and tough East Brunswick con-
tingent.
Vicki Boley games of 177-164 and
Kim Gaub's 163-164 were the only
bright spots for SPHS.

Tom Baker, High School Student As-
sistance Counselor. Diane Hunterdon
helped with collecting donations for
the tournament Many thanks to these
individuals for their dedication in mak-
ing the SPASA organization and this
tournament a continued success.

Joe Romer, a resident of South
Plainfield and owner of Joe Romer's
Trophy Shop of Woodbridge donated
the team trophies and individual
awards for each to the winning team
players. Joe has been donating trophies
and awards for all of the 12 years of
the existence of this tournament and

his gracious support is gready appreci-
ated.

Shirts with the anti-drug message
'Tut the Jam on Drugs" were given to
each player, coach and manager, along
with substance awareness information.
Jeff Spezio, graphics technology
teacher in the middle school designed
the artwork for the shirts with silk
screening provided by D&D Graph-
ics.

The preliminary games for the boys
on Monday, Dec. 8 had East Brunswick
defeat Dunellen, 52-28 and South
Plainfield winning over Sacred Heart,

50-26. On Tuesday, the South Plain-
field girls won over Sacred Heart, 44-
8 and East Brunswick had a tough win
over Dunellen, 29-27.

The finals were held on Wednesday,
Dec. 10. Both South Plainfield boys'
and girls' teams were victorious. The
boys defeated East Brunswick, 61-48
and the girls outlasted Dunellen to gain
the win by a score of 45-32. This was
the second time in tournament history
that both the South Plainfield boys' and
girls' teams were champions in the
same year.

Congratulations!
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Oak Tree
Discount Wine & Spirits

902 Oak Tree Road, South Plainfield (Across from A&P)

VISA, MASTERCARD 8 DISCOVER NOW ACCEPTED AT
SELECTED BUY-RITE STORES FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE.

NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS.
908-561-0051

Mon. Tues. Wed. 9-9
Thurs. Fri. Sat. 9-10

Sun 10-6
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Creative Kids Youngsters Steal the Show
Story/photos by Patricia Abbott

Creative Kids Academy held their
exciting annual concert on Dec. 9 at
Franklin School. Decked out in their
holiday best, the youths waited for
the event to begin with varying de-
grees of anticipation which ranged
from timid tears to charging the stage
ready to sing.

Video cameras silently whirred and
flashes filled the air as parents sought
to capture their precious "Kodak"
moments. The song list included
Jingle Bells, Frosty the Snowman and
other holiday favorites.

By the end of the concert huge
smiles could be seen throughout the
audience, while some performers dried
their tears, others just beamed. The
children and their guests ended the
evening by enjoying refreshments.

By Kenneth Morgan

Well, we're in the home stretch of
2003 and looking forward to 2004.
But, we still have a few things to clear
up before we have to switch calen-
dars. One of those things is the latest
news from the Library:

The Library will be closed Sunday,
Dec. 28. It will be open from 9:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec.
31 and dosed on Thursday, Jan. 1, in
observance of New Year's Day.

Our children's Storytime programs
have been cancelled next week, as Miss
Linda will be away. They'll start up
again on Tuesday, Jan. 6.

We're between groups on both the
Video Circuit and the Large Print
Circuit today. The next group of vid-
eos should be available late next week,
while the new LPC books will be
ready soon after that. Meanwhile,
Wednesday will be the last day of avail-
ability for the current group of Cir-
cuit Audiobooks. Titles in this group
include The Scarlet Letter by
Nathaniel Hawthorne, Curtains far
Three by Rex Stout, Turbulence by
John J. Nance, The Wedding by
Danielle Steel, and, on CD, Blue at
the Mizzen by Patrick O'Brien.
Audiobooks may be borrowed, four
at a time, for two weeks.

Not too long ago, we let you know
that we'd rearranged parts of our col-
lection. More recently, you may have
noticed a few other differences in the
Library. We have not rearranged the
walls of the building. We've merely
had some walls repainted and others
wallpapered. The work is more or less
done now, though touch-ups may be
needed. We hope you like the new look.

George Vakerich, 77
George Vakerich of South Plainfield

died on Wednesday, Dec. 17 at Rah-
way Hospital in Rahway.

George was born in South Plain-
Seld and was a life long resident.

He was an accounting clerk for
Bethlehem Steel at the Buffalo Tank
Division in Dunellen for 24 years
before retiring in 1982. He was also
the maitre'd for the Club Diana in
Union for many years.

George was a communicant of Sa-
cred Heart Church in South Plainfield.

He served his country during
WWII in the United States Army as a
Tec-5.

He was predeceased by three broth-

Call Us &
Plan Ahead

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

non-profit, non-sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.com

ers, John, Michael and Charles Vakerich
and three sisters, Mary Pellegrino,
Helen Eodice and Elizabeth Now-
kowski.

He is survived by his brother, Frank
Vakerich of South Plainfield; a sister,
Anna Percevault of South Plainfield
and many nieces and nephews.

Funeral services were held at the
James W Conroy Funeral Home.

Alex Nagy, 83
Alex Nagy died on Thursday, Dec.

18 at his home in South Plainfield.
Born and raised in Woodbridge, Alex

entered the Army in 1942, serving
three years in the Pacific during WWII
until his discharge in 1945. Upon his
discharge, he moved to Warren for 23
years before moving to South
Plainfield in 1969.

He was an exempt firefighter from
the Mt. Bethel Fire Company, a mem-
ber of the Italian American Progres-
sive League of North Plainfield and a
member of the South Plainfield Elks
Lodge #2298. He was also a mem-
ber of the South Plainfield Senior Citi-
zens.'

An avid builder who built his first
home, Alex was a gunsmith and en-
joyed carpentry work.

(908) 561-8000

HOME FOR FUNERALS
2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.
NJ License No.3147

He is predeceased by all of his broth-
ers and sisters.

Surviving are his wife, Rose (nee
DeBisco) of 57 years; his daughter,
Sandy Lombardo and her husband,
Michael of Branchburg and two
grandchildren, Cassandra and Carly.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the JFK Haven Hospice,
65 James St., Edison, NJ 08818.

Katherine M.
(Fauerbach) Auer, 82

Katherine M. (Fauerbach) Auer
died on Wednesday, Dec. 17 at St.
Peter's University Hospital in New
Brunswick.

She was bom in Jersey City and has
resided in Philadelphia, Highland Park
and in Plainfield before moving to
South Plainfield in 1962.

Mrs. Auer had held the position of
vice president and treasurer of the
former Mason Candlelight Co., which
had been located in Green Brook and
later in Middlesex. She was with the
company for 20 years before retiring
in 1970.

During WWII, she had worked for
the American Type Founders Co.,
where she was a munitions inspector.

She was a member of the former
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in
Plainfield, which is presently St. Francis

Search
Public Notices

Online at
www.publicnotices.com

Episcopal Church in Dunellen.
In her earlier years, she was a mem-

ber of the Midnight Rollers, a roller
skating competition team of Plain-
field.

Surviving are her two sons, Robert
D. Auer of South Plainfield and John
W Auer and his wife, Sol of North
Plainfield; three grandchildren, Solen
Smith and Shari and Stacy Auer and
two great grandchildren, Connor and
Brianna Smith.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Rose Marino, 98
Rose Marino of Edison died on

Friday, Dec. 19 at the Rahway Hospi-
tal in Rahway

Rose was born in the Bronx and
was a former resident of North Plain-
field before moving to Edison nine
years ago.

She worked as a seamstress her en-
tire working life and retired from the
former Middlesex Dress Company in
South Plainfield. She was a member
of the International Ladies Garment
Works Union Local 149 in New York.

Rose was an active communicant
of St. Luke's Church in North
Plainfield where she was a volunteer
worker for the parish Bingo. She was
also a member of the Rosary Society

Her favorite pastime was cooking
for her family and her specialty was
baking and making ricotta cheese cake.

She was predeceased by her beloved
husband, Matthew Marino, who died
in 1929.

She is survived by two sons, Angelo
and his wife, Antoinette Marino of
Edison and Frank and his wife, Yolanda
Marino of Somerset; a daughter,
Jennie Barra of Malcrest, Fla. and seven
grandchildren and 17 great grandchil-
dren.

Funeral services were held at the
James W Conroy Funeral Home.

If s a bit early for spring cleaning
(or a bit late, depending on your per-
spective), but we'd like to straighten
up our Lost & Found area. It's got-
ten pretty full recently So, if you be-
lieve you've lost an item here at the
Library, stop by the Circulation Desk
and ask. Be advised: Unclaimed items
will eventually be discarded.

Here's a request from both the Li-
brary and the Library staff member
who's writing the column this week.
You will note that items from our
various Circuit collections are checked
out using a special bar-coded card,
normally kept in a pocket attached to
the item. We ask that you make sure
that, when the item is returned, the
card is also returned in usable condi-
tion attached to the proper item.
When Circuit items are returned with-
out their cards, it causes unnecessary
problems and can result in a Circuit
item being briefly (we hope) removed
from circulation. Keeping good track
of those cards is a big help in that
respect. As always, we thank you for
your consideration.

That's about all for today and for
2003. Thanks for your attention. See
you next year.

AUTOBODY

SULLIVAN'S
AUTO BODY

BodyShop Lie. #02313A.

2210 Hamilton Blvd
' " " South Plainfield

New Jersey 07080

908-757-5100
I Fax: 908-757-3105

JGYMNASTICS PARTIES|

ftBIRTHDAY
PARTIES

Call American Gymnastics
to book your child's

birthday party.
Fit, Fun & Hassle Free

908-753-AGA1 (2421)

MORTGAGES

FAST APPROVALS...

GREAT RATES...

PERSONALIZED

REAL ESTATE

Main Street Realty Inc

Robert Publik
Realtor-Associate

(732) 549-9DD0 x 358

Hubert I'ublik
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LEGAL NOTICES
BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

December 19, 2003
Public Notice is hereby given that the following action
was taken by the South Plainfield Board of Adjustment
at its meeting held on December 18, 2003.
Case #46-03—Amedeo Bruno; Block 318; Lot 6. The
applicant's request for lot area, lot width and rear yard
setback variances in order to construct a single family
home on an undersized lot was hereby DENIED.
Case #53-03-^John Matwijcow; Block 335; Lot2. The
applicant's request to dismiss this case without
prejudice was hereby GRANTED.
Case #71-03-^Joann & Anthony Zelek &. Lori Ann
White; Block 429; Lot 7. The applicant's request for
lot area, lot width and low coverage variances for the
structure was hereby GRANTED with voluntary
conditions.

Case #78-03—Luke & Diane Canestri; Block 162; Lot
9. The applicant's request for a front yard setback
variance to allow the construction of a second story
with a 25.24 foot front yard setback was hereby
GRANTED.

Case #82-03/TU—New Era Development; Block 308;
Lot 12.04. The applicant's request for atemporary use
permit for American Fence System, Inc. was hereby
GRANTED with voluntary conditions.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre
Secretary-Zoning Board of Adjustment
$35.00 December 26,2003

Deadline to
submit classified

advertising is
Monday, 5 pm
908-668-0010

Rates -- $11 for 3 lines (min.) $1 ea. additional line. 10% frequency discounts for 4 insertions.

HELP WANTED

PAINTER-EXPERIENCED. VALID
drivers license. Must speak English. At
least 3 yrs. exp. Call Tom (908) 757-6640.

DENTAL ASSIST. P/T FOR BUSY
Orthodontic Office in Dunellen. Work
w/ great staff (732) 9684800.

WAITRESS/WAITER-FULL OR
part time days. Call John at Flanagans.
(908) 757-1818.

LAST CHANCE
to purchase OBSERVER photos by Patricia Abbott

The Mowing photo files will be deleted as of 1/31/04: SP Fire Dept. 1902 and
1903 FD concerts, FD Circus, 1903 fifth grade class pics, 1902 and 1903 high school
and middle school graduations, 1902 and 1903 Jr and Sr. Proms, election 1902 and
1903, Girl Scout Gold Awards, 1902 and 1903 Bike Rodeo, All District Concert,
SPHS Anything Goes, SPMS Yearbook, Grant's ANNIE Jr., MS girls basketball,
Grant 6th basketball, Kennedy Grandparents day, bands for Riley, Skatepark,
school concerts and events, National Honor Society inductions, Franklin K&J,
Franklin Suess, Dare Graduations, 1902 and 1903 Labor Day, MS Peer to Peer
and many other files. For more detailed info or to see PROOF sheets please call
(908) 756-8011 or email Pattie at angelonly@aol.com

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

DINING ROOM SET-CHERRY WITH
1 pc. hutch, table and chairs, new in
boxes. Sell $825. Can deliver. (732) 259-
6690.

MATTRESS AND BOX QUEEN DOU-
ble pillow top. New in bags $149. Can
deliver. (732) 259-6690.

MATTRESS SET, FULL, NEW IN
plastic. $100. (732) 259-6690.

7 PC. BEDROOM SET-BED, CHEST
dresser & mirror and night stand. New
in box. Value $2600. Sell $975. (732) 259-
6690.

BED-KING MATTRESS SET, NEW
in plastic. Sell $225. (732) 259-6690.

5 PC. BDR SET-NEW IN BOX. LIST
$1299. Sacrifice $565. (732) 259-6690.

Looking for Employment?
Look local... Check out the
Observer Help Wanted ads.

2 FURNISHED OFFICES-LOWER
level, private bath, share kitchen & con-
ference room. Great for accountant or
lawyer. Wired for Internet. Great loca-
tion & parking. CaH Jeff at (908) 668-
1200 or email jeff.newman(a>new
codata.com

MORTGAGES

FAST APPROVALS, GREAT RATES
personalized service, (908) 822-0090.

ENTERTAINMENT

HAVING A rAKl I :
Disc Jockey-So. Plainfield area only.

Call Mike, (908) 757-6690HOME

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN
Basements, Renovations, Painting.

NO JOB TOO SMALL.
Reasonable Rates.

Call Kevin (908) 756-8199.

Business & Professional Services

MOVING SALE

1030 Grove Ave.#31A
(One Block off Inman Ave. NOttll

Colonial Square Townhouses) EdJSOn

Saturday & Sunday
December 28 & 29

9 am - 2 pm
Furniture, Books, Household Goods

ALL MUST GO!

COMPUTERS CONTRACTORS FURNITURE REPAIRS HALL RENTALS

ST Computers
Stan Wilkinson - * — f a |

• New Computers/Upgrades
• Hardware/Software Installations
• In Home Service
• Some Used Computers Available
serving South Plslntleialorzyears

Phone: 908-769-0709
Cell: 732-423-3504
Email: stcompulers@comcast.net

()£_) Complete Home

Finished Basements • Kitchens
• Bathrooms • Decks

• Additions ' Windows, etc.

BC
CONTRACTING

Call for Free Estimate

732-742-2185

HEALTH &WELLNESS

Hua Kang Health Center^
Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology *

Acupuncture • Chinese Herbs • Facial
, Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experienced^ |

Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.
Effective in treatment of various pains, symptoms and body needs.

Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm
Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available.
We accept credit cards and health insurance.

1763 Lincoln Highway (Rt. 27) Edison -732-819-0058
126 Plainfield Ave. Edison • 732-572-5599

275 Rt. 18 South, East Brunswick- 732-967-1300

Treat yourself
at our three
locations.

| PAINTING/HOME IMPROVEMENT | PIZZA

Residential & Commercial

BULJLSEYE
Services

PAINTING, POWERWASHING &
HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

20 Years Experience
Fast & Reliable

Low prices, free quotes, fully insured

CALL TODAY
908-757-6640

134 Maple Ave., South Plainfield
(Across From Firehouse)

y B Y O B Open 7 Days

(908) 753-4060
Phone Ahead For Fast Pick Up

Mon. & Thurs. 11am to 10pm
Fri&Sat 11 am-11 pm • Sunday 12pm-1 Opm

SUNDAY SPECIAL
2 medium pies
$9.95

Serving
South Plainfield

Since 1984

TlTi 'T

BUILDER &

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
NJDCA LIC #019771

Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS • KITCHENS
,,.,.a. BATHROOMS

Office Renovations

I FREE ESTIMATES I

FlIMfflIRE MKDId
Precision

Furniture Repairs
On-Site

Scratches • Gouges • Pet Damage
Water Marks • Burns

Structural Repairs • Broken Joints
Antique Restoration

Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

Lunch Served
Monday-Friday 11-2

HadAvmtabkjbr
Ad Occasions

312 New Marketfid. South Plainfield

(908) 668-9442 (Bar)
(908) 756-8410 (Hall)

LANDSCAPING )LAWN/SNOWMA1NTENANCE|

• r ia

LI \/AKD CLEANUP

Leslie Cha ..s
Telephone: (908) 917-1668

Fa>e:W908) 757-5175

tbte

W Plowing
— :

PRINTING/TYPESETTING

graphic (Design

G&G Graphics
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

908-668-0010-Fax: 908-668-8819
a email: ggnan@aol.eom

SNOW REMOVAL/SALT

I Call
KLK Trucking for:

I Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing I
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SALTING - ANTI-ICING

BACKHOE SNOW LOADERS
Office Buildings • Industrial Plants

Retail Stores • Churches
Apartment & Condo Complexes

24 hour service - Fully Insured

908-756-7272

FREE ESTIMATES ~ FULLY INSURED

JeffTdle/jrin,
—Owner—

24-HOUR
SNOWPLOWING

& SALTING
Call today to

set up your no
obligation estimate

(908) 226-9547

Call/or
Free Estimate:

(908) 668-1245

ROOFING

J.I PENYA
ROOFING CO.

COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL
RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908-753-4763

124 CAMDEN AVE.
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

] L SALON

• •:» .S«B#S, .:•»>»*. ,<•••>: •»#•
J Let us put you in a J
• new trendy look... •
* Specializing in Color, Foils, *
A Haircuts, Wedding Parties g

Facials, Massags, Waxing & Nails

2201 South Clinton Ave.
, South Plainfield 908-753-5115

MASONRY

ravo
SPECIALIZING IN A

Brick • Block / \
• Concrete • Pavers / '

Walkways • Additions I

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Over 30 Years Experience
908-753-0631

REAL ESTATE J

Prudential
Rose REALTORS'1'

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainfield Resident
for Over 39 Years

908-753-4450X302
Toll Free 800 370-2424

Fax 908-753-0136
RosePeltoB@att.nct Rose Marie Pultun

® Prudential Rose REALTORS®
6S9 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

SPIRITS

1645 Park Avenue,
South Plainfield

791-9463

SaUSpiritShoppe
Cavit (1.5 liter)

Estate Cellars Sund

1 73
(1.5 literl) $ 5 4 9 '
Bring in this ad for 10% off on wines
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May Assumes SPHS Top Spot
wl)

He was a National Honor Soci-"
ety advisor and Supervisor of Math-
ematics for grades seven through 12.
In 1985 he was appointed Supervi-
sor of Mathematics for K-12.

In October of 1987 Dr. May came
"home" to South Plainfieid, and
since then has served as the high
school's assistant principal, working
with Principal Anthony Massaro,
Assistant Principals Helen Gottlieb,
Steven Katz and Donna Ship to
bring the school to where it is to-
day.

Some of May's plans include "pro-
viding seniors with continuing sup-
port." He anticipates raising the
HSPA and SAT scores. He also
wants to provide more opportuni-

ties for graduates, continuing Mas-
saro's idea of encouraging all seniors
to apply to college.

Dr. May has mixed emotions
about Massaro leaving. "He's an
educator, a colleague, but most of
all, he's my friend," May stated. He
plans on focusing on the fact that
Massaro willnot be gone; he will just'
be in a different office. "Mr. Massaro
has always treated me like a co-prin-
cipal," May offered, going on to say
that the transition from assistant
principal to principal should be
smooth becauseMassarohas always
shared his responsibilities with May
and regarded him as an equal. He
feels that he, Superintendent of
Schools Robert Rosado, and
Massaro will work well together.

Novak Named Assistant Principal
Steve Novak has been teaching in

South Plainfieid since 1969. From
1984 to 1987, he was assistant prin-
cipal at SPHS and in 1989 and 1990
he served as coordinator of disci-
pline. In 1990 he returned to teach
Social Studies. He was SPHS base-
ball coach from 1974 to 1994 and
was named Baseball Coach of the
Year six times. He was soccer coach
there from 1974 to 1983, and is a
recipient of the Governor's Teacher
of the Year Sward.

In his hometown of North Plain-
field, Novak served as mayor from
1974 to 1988, councilman from
1971 to 1974 and has served as as-
sistant Recreation director from
1989.

policereport

• On Dec. 16 H.K. Truck Service
on Hamilton Blvd. reported that on
two different occasions money was
missing from some business transac-
tions.

• On Dec. 17 Rima Klodt, 53, of
Piscataway was arrested for driving
while intoxicated, careless driving,
driving on a revoked license and
leaving the scene of an accident.

• A Cutchogue, NY resident re-
ported the theft of a laptop com-
puter from his vehicle which was
parked at the Holiday Inn on Stelton
Rd. The rear door window had been
smashed out.

• On Dec. 21 Edward Percel, 40,
of Irvington was arrested for posses-

sion of a controlled substance and an
outstanding warrant at a motor vehicle
stop. Passenger Tracy Lynne Martin-
Coca, 23, of Somerville was also ar-
rested for outstanding warrants.

• On Dec. 22 Franklin School re-
ported that a 5 1/2 foot evergreen
tree in the front of the school had
been cut down and taken.

• The High School food service
reported that the gear shift of their
van had been broken off. Nothing
was taken.

• A Calderone St. resident reported
that his door jam had been cracked. A
repairman advised him that someone
tried to use a screwdriver to gain ac-
cess to the apartment.

We, at the Observer, welcome the

privilege of following the ups and downs

of South Plainfieid, and continue to celebrate

the generosity and selflessness abundant here

in this small corner of the world, not only during this

holiday season, but throughout each and every year.

• • •

We thank those who continue to

support the newspaper.

May you find peace,
health and happiness
in the coming year.

.- HAPPY
HOLIDAYS

Nancy Grennier, Publisher

Staff of the South Plainfieid Observer

- • " : : ainfield- • ouum ridimiGiuoserver
Your #1 Source, for South Plainfieid H&ws


