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TIME FOR OUR OWN
Verdin Clock Addition Brings Park Closer to Completion

If you have driven on Plainfield
Ave. during the past few months,
you may have noticed the progress
which has taken place on die site of
Monument Park. The Military Vet-
erans Monument, originally in front
of Borough Hall, has been moved
to its new location and will be the
centerpiece of the park. Space to ac-
commodate additional names is now
available. The name plates for those
veterans are currendy being manu-
factured and the monument will be
updated as soon as they arrive.

Footings have been poured to
accommodate the police and rescue
squad monuments, which will be
moved in the very near future.

Flagpoles have, been installed to ac-
commodate the U.S. and POW/MIA
flags, each branch of the military, as
well as the- South Piainficld Police
Department flag and South Plainfield
Rescue Squad flag.

A Navy three foot anti-aircraft gun
and an anchor donated by a South
Plainfield resident have already been
placed in the park.

The Verdin Street Clock was in-
stalled last Thursday. Commerce Bank
generously donated the $25,000 to
purchase the four-faced Verdin Street

street lighting and park benches is also
anticipated in the near future.

Landscaping is planned for the
spring.

To donate to this project, or for
questions about the project, please
contact Police Chief Robert Merkler
at (908) 226-7676 or OEM Coor-
dinator Michael Zushma at (908)
753-3775.

Monument Park committee members accept a check from William Snell, Asst. VP and local branch manager.
Commerce Bank (center) for the purchase of the Verdin Street Clock. Pictured from left to right is OEM Coor-
dinator Mike Zushma, Police Chief Bob Merkler, Philip Cortese and William McCriskin.

Clock. It has been placed adjacent to
the sidewalk along Plainfield Ave. and
positioned so that a clock face will be
visible to visitors in Spring Lake Park,
the motoring public traveling in either

direction on Plainfield Ave. and the
visitors of Monument Park.

A U.S. Army Cobra AH-1G
Helicopter has been acquired and is
expected to be on display sometime in

January of 2004. According to army
records, the Cobra saw extensive ac-
tion in Vietnam from August of 1970
through January of 1973.

Installation of monument lighting,

McCriskin's Tree
Lighting Saturday

The annual lighting of the fir
tree in front of McCriskin Home
For Funerals honoring the men of
the 101st Airborne who lost dieir
lives in an air crash in Newfound-
land, Canada
in 1985 will
take place at
11 a.m. on
Saturday, Dec.
13. The event
is sponsored
by McCriskin's
and the 101st Airborne Screaming
Eagles and General Anthony C.
McAuliffe chapter.

The public is invited to attend.

SPHS Telethon Nets Record Donations

Story/photos by Patricia Abbott

Competition was fierce at the third
annual South Plainfield Education
Foundation phone-a-thon. Starting

SPHS students work the phones at on Dec. 1 and ending on Dec. 4,
the annual phone-a-thon, which enthusiastic South Plainfield High
raised a record $11,700. School students commandeered the

Guidance Office, turning it into a
busy hub of activity.

Working in teams, the high school
students telephoned township resi-
dents soliciting monetary donations
for the foundation. The team raising
the most money each night received
a prize.

During the course of the week,
over 50 students participated.The
foundation provided pizza and bev-
erages for the volunteers.

The four evenings raised $2,555,
$3,785, $3,310 and $2,050 re-
spectively, netting the foundation
$11,700, by far most ever raised
by the event. Foundation president
Marge Reedy was thrilled with the
results, expressing thanks to everyone
within the high school for their hard
work and dedication.

If you have made a pledge please
be sure to watch for your pledge
packet to arrive in the mail soon. If
you don't receive your packet by the
end of December or would like to
make a pledge call Marge Reedy at
(908) 561-3951, evenings.

The Education Foundation spon-
sors graduation scholarships, Project
Graduation, the high school Gold
Card program and various other
educational initiatives throughout
the district.

The next fundraiser for the foud-
nation is the annual art auction,
scheduled for May 1, 2004 at the
high school.

VFW Post 6763 Commander Harold Evegan (center) and veterans Wil-
liamTuthill (left) and Louis DeFillipo (right) at the Post's commemora-
tion of Pearl Harbor Day.

VFW Remembers Pearl Harbor
Last Sunday evening, despite the

weather, approximately 25 people,
mostly World War II Veterans,
gathered at the VFW Post 6763 for
services marking the anniversary of
the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor
on December 7,1941.

VFW Commander Harold Evegan
spoke of the 3,700 who died at Pearl
Harbor on that fateful day. Almost
1,000 are still entombed in the battle-
ship Arizona, now a monument.

Auxiliary PresidentMarianne Cor-
tese spoke about the thousands who
died fighting for our freedom.

Marines Veteran Bill Tuthill said
those who remember Pearl Harbor
will always recall where they were and

what they were doing that day.
Reverend Charles Mingle, who

served in the Navy, also recalled
where he was that day. He was
working in a diner in Pennsylva-
nia. "It is important not only to
remember-but what we do with
those memories—to always stand
up for what is right. Don't take our
freedom for granted, it has already
cost a lot!"

Korean War Veteran Vincent
Perry brought a newspaper with
headlines of the Pearl Harbor at-
tack, which was passed around to
all of those attending.

Chaplain Michael Pancza closed
with a prayer and the ceremonies
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If you enjoyed this edition of the
Observer & would like to subscribe,

call 908-668-OOtO.
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Mark your
calendars

southplalnfleldnj.com
for

council
Meets twice a month on the first and third Thursday.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. (New Time) • Questions? 908-226-7605

AGENDA MEETING PUBLIC MEETING
2004 Meeting dates to be announced at reorganization

Ail meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public

Meetings Act (NJSA10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

plan"
Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641

December 23

zoning
Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month

Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7641
December 18

boardofsc
Grant School Gymnasium on Cromwell Place unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.:

Regular Board Meeting held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.: December 16

taxpayers
The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at

Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

?!an
Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.

December 16

recreation
Meets once a month on the first Tuesday of the month, except July and August

PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7716

environmentaleo
Meets once a month (second Wednesday)

Borough Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. • Questions? 908-226-7621

business
Meets once a month (first Wednesday)
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 5 p.m. • Questions? 908-757-8100

trafflcsafefy
Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.

in the Conference Room, Borough Hall
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For subscriptions, advertising or
information, call (908) 668-0010,

Trie publisher is not responsible for typographical errors.

The South Plainfield Observer (U.S.PS. 018253) is published weekly, except
Thanksgiving week, by G&G Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004. Second class postage paid at South Plainfield, New
Jersey 07080-9998. POSTMASTER: Forward change of address orders to G&G
Graphics Inc. 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080-2004.
Subscription rates $25 per year in South Plainfield; $30 per year out of town. To
subscribe: 908-668-0010.

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES
We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:
1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.
2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110

Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Rowers on Plainfield Ave. or at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix.netoom.com. Include
your name, address, telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email:
ggnan@aol.com or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the editor's discretion to
limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on the same subject.
The opinions expressed in "Letters" do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Observer. All letters must be submitted with name and phone number, for
verification.

INYOURi
Dear Residents,

The Holiday Project run by the
Social Services Department in the
Borough of South Plainfield is again
in full swing. We have numerous
South Plainfield families who find
themselves in need this holiday sea-
son.

We are asking that you look at your
situation this year and see if you can
spare to buy a new gift for some child
or Senior Citizen, or if you would
like your family to adopt a needy fam-
ily, please call Marge Ackerman, direc-
tor of Social Services, at (908) 226-
7625. Deadline for donating is Mon-
day, Dec. 15.

MARGE ACKERMAN

Dear Editor,
The Woodlands Center Genesis

HealthCare would like to thank the
Girl S.cout Troops of Roosevelt
School for bringing their holiday
spirit to the center. They shared an
evening of singing, laughter with the
residents and also delivered hand-
made ornaments and nut cups that
were made by all South Plainfield Girl
Scout Troops. It's heartwarming for
the seniors to receive the respect and
caring from the younger generation.

THANK YOU,
WOODLANDS CENTER STAFF

To the Editor,
On Nov. 22, the Home School

Association of Sacred Heart School
hosted a Longaberger Basket Bingo/
Raffle to raise money for the new
playground equipment. At this time,
we like to extend our heartfelt thanks
to each of you for your contribu-
tions and support to this year's
fundraiser. Due to the generosity of

Plug in the
magic.

Teletlora's
Wysocki
Heirloom Tree

Inspired by the art of Charles
Wysocki, this magnificent 24"
tall faux tree comes decorated
with hand-painted cardinals,
tiny plug-in lights, and more
delights - including real gold
trim on the base. For delivery
of this lovely, lasting gift in
Canada or the U.S., call or visit
our shop. Or log on to our
website.

A Licensed Charles Wysocki Product
©2003 Charles Wysocki, Inc.
Licensed by MOSAIC

00$50
each plus
delivery

Mohn's Flowers
& Fancy Foods

2325 Plainfield Ave. South Plainfield
(908) 561-2808

www.mohnsftorist.com

many businesses, families and friends,
Sacred Heart School raised over
$5,400. These are terrific results and
we should all feel proud. We are al-
ways inspired by the spirit of gener-
osity and caring among our commu-
nity.

The Home School Association
board members wish to thank and
acknowledge the following: Father
John Paul Alvarado, Sister Cornelia,
the teachers, students and parents of
Sacred Heart and the businesses listed
below for their support and generos-
ity towards this year's successful
fundraiser. We couldn't have done it
without all of you. Thank you from
the bottom of our hearts.

Board members of the Home
School Association of Sacred Heart
School, Ann Gladyz, Moretti Realty,
Applebee's, Mr. and Mrs. Kearney,
Au'Some Candies, Nicastro's Garage,
Barclay Brand Ferdon, NY Rnicks,
Becker's School Supplies, NJ Nets,
Cafe Everest, Patrick J. Diegnan, Jr.
Attorney at Law; Columbia Savings
Bank, Pinto Bros. Disposal, Conro/s
Funeral Home, Plainfield Animal
Hospital, Cornerstone Architectural
Grp. LLC, Rosary Society, Dawn Far-
inella, Sacred Heart Athletic Associa-
tion, Eddie Santiago, Santoro and
Santoro, Entenmann's (Weston
Bakeries), School Spirit Promotions,
Fleet Bank, South Plainfield Demo-
cratic Organization, Flynn & O'Hara
(Philadelphia), Sportworld, G&W
Labs, TGIF No. Plfd., George Street
Playhouse, The Razor's Edge, Ger-
trude Hawk, Tres Bella, Girl Scouts,
Trump Marina, Hall's Warehouse
Corp., Tuscan (Union), Harris Struc-
tural Steel, Twin City Pharmacy, Jo-
Ann's Dance Studio, Unity Bank, La-
Bonbonniere's Bakery, Vessica Tan,
McCriskin Home For Funerals, VFW,
Metuchen Glass Co., Wachovia Bank,
Mohn's Flowers, Wal-Mart, Monte
Bros. Sound System, Webelos and
Boy Scouts.

May you and your families have a
happy and blessed holiday season.

BINGO/RAFFLE COMMITTEE

Dear Editor,
About the memorials, I believe the

entire project was not well planned
or thought out. My major question
is, where do you park to view the
Veteran's Memorial or the Firemen's
Memorial or any other memorial that
is planned?

Instead of collecting donations for
this project, money could have been

Jsecl Items

ir

the Clossifieds!

donated to the organizations to be
used to help relieve the burden from
the taxpayers.

The Veteran's Memorial was out in
front of the town hall for years; it did
needed to be updated with the many
missing names. Five members of my
family are missing. They could have
easily been kept in front of town hall
and made into a memorial park there,
with pavers connecting walkways to
each memorial. One could have been
for the police, one for the rescue squad
and one for the fire department

Just travel to Middlesex and Dun-
ellen. They have very nice memorials
honoring all who have served with-
out spending $100,000 plus. Last
weekend it rained. I rode by where the
Veteran's memorial is located. It was
flooded with water. Soon, it will wash
into the stream and it will end up in
Bound Brook!

Again, where does a person, or es-
pecially an elderly person, park to visit
them? Crossing Lakeview Ave. is a
four lane road. The geese are the only
ones with that ability. Cars stop for
them. I don't think that was ever taken
into consideration.

Memorials were put in front of the
town hall, as that was the town they
fought for and represented in all wars.
I have nothing against any organiza-
tion, as again my family is missing five
names and my name will also be on
the firemen's memorial. They should
have taken a ride to each town to view
what they have. Middlesex Boro has
the best. They have a super firemen's
memorial with bronze horse and
steamer on top of a granite stone with
the names of all exempt firemen.
There is also a police officer walking a
child in each hand. The town of Dun-
ellen used a bell and they have a very
nice memorial to the rescue squad
members, plus it is in walking distance
to a place to park and sit.

We didn't need an artillery piece, a
helicopter, tank or anchor. Those
items should have been placed out
front of the VFW and American Le-
gion. Also, take into account vandal-
ism. Look what became of our rail-
car? It was taken away in disgrace. I
think those committees should have
taken into account what is in hand
and what is affordable. You don't need
a ton of money to have a nice memo-
rial. All should have been in front of
Borough Hall, since that is the town
these wonderful people served. I think
this entire situation should be brought
back to the drawing board. Why is a
clock needed? How are you going to
get there to see it?

ANTHONY PISANIELLO

Recycling Center
Open This Saturday

Due to the inclement weather
last Saturday, the recycling center
had to close.

Hours this Saturday, Dec. 13 are
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Loofenq for Last minute Try a Gift
^ - J — Certificate

•at the

PAINTING
STATION!

Gift
Certificates-
HOW lO n*l • Each gift certificate purchased enters you

in a drawing for your own $25 certificate

The Painting Station
"Paint Your Own Pottery Studio"

2325 Ploinfield Avenue, South Plainfield « 908-757-4600^/

Use For Classes, Parties,
Gifts, Painting & More!
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Where are the Mail Boxes?
During the past month residents

may have noticed that several mail
boxes around South Plainfield have
been removed and those that have re-
mained have only on pickup a day, at
three o'clock.

According to South Plainfield Post-
master Michael Diegnan, he was di-
rected to cut back on the number of
mail boxes in town. He added that he
doesn't anticipate anymore boxes be-
ing removed, but he is studying the
possibility of moving some of the re-
maining boxes to other locations.

Residents can still put outgoing mail
in their mail boxes and carriers will pick
up when delivering or If a person or
business has a large mailing the post

. office will gladly pick it up.
The new pickup times have been

posted on all of the boxes. The boxes
at the post office note only one pickup
at 5 p.m. Several residents have ques-
tioned whether mail they place in the
box in the evening sits there until the
next evening. Diegnan said, "No! The
mail is picked up from that box all day,
but 5 p.m. is a set time for a pickup."

In all there are 14 boxes located
throughout town, two of them are in
the parking lot of the post office and
one is located inside of the building.
Other boxes in South Plainfield are
located at: 2323 Plainfield Are., 904
Oak Tree Are., 174 Baker Are., 2480
PlainfieldAve. (BoroughHall), 140 S.
PlainfieldAve.,3000HadleyRd., 114
Oak Tree Ave., 725 Maple Ave., 1550
Park Ave., 3330 Park Ave., 3461 S.
Clinton Ave. and 304 S. Plainfield Ave.

Arrest Solves 29 Burglaries
On Nov. 23, Angel Cruz, 32, of

Plainfield was arrested in Clark in pos-
session of a stolen motor vehicle. Cruz
was the suspect in numerous car bur-
glaries and thefts in South Plainfield
and surrounding towns. Cruz was
transported to Union County Jail and
held in lieu of bail on additional
Plainfield charges.

Detectives Parker and Cassio con-
ducted further investigation and found
that Cruz was responsible for 29 bur-
glaries and thefts involving motor ve-
hicles in South Plainfield.

Between June and November of
2003, Cruz had broken into the 29

vehicles and removed stereos, CDs and
other items of value in parking lots and
various locations on Park Ave.

It was also determined that he was
also involved in two motor vehicle
pursuits which were terminated in
South Plainfield in September and
November. Bail was set at $40,000 for
just the South Plainfield charges.

Police also believe Cruz is respon-
sible for additional thefts which oc-
curred in surrounding towns.

He was charged with 29 counts of
burglary to motor vehicles and theft
from motor vehicles and two counts
of eluding.
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"The 30-minute circuit training workout"

2090 Oak Tree Rd. Edison
732-494-7400

30 Minute Circuit Training
1 with 8 Hydraulic/6 Cardio Stations

The Body Cuts 30 Minutes system is ideal for men
with a limited amount of time. In only 30 minutes
combine a top-level cardio & strength training
workout on our exclusive Body Cuts Circuit. Quick
8. easy workout for men of all ages & sizes.

-Promotes Weight/Body Fat Reduction
Anif Builds Lean Muscle

-Stress Reduction-Lowers Cholesterol

QwetheQift
of3ieo£tfi

1 We're NOT just
another GYM!

$99
Moiidat} Special

Jndtidei 2 Month* S.
a fifetime JnUlatkm- Jee

FxpiieOI 31/04

Gift Certificates Available

Women Have
Curves... Now

Men Have Cuts!

Boyds Bears • Village Candles • Personalized Handcrafted Items

reaikms

Entire Sfote
lo-sovom

Make & take personalized
gifts for the i family

*Excluding Boyds I
Beers 4 Village I

Candles '

HOST A CRAFT
SEE GIFT* FC

AND EARN
HOLIDAYS!

Gteat selection of holiday
gifts ( decollations

24 South Plainfield Avenue 908-755-50601

om

FIRST CLASS TRAVEL
Your Concierge To The World

(908)753-3777
Travel Professionals

Specializing in Honeymoons,
Cruises, Family & Group Travel

Visit us at oar new location:
129 South PlainfieldAve., South Plainfield

Michele Kunie • Denise Maistickle 'Joe Maistickle
travelbymichele@msn.com

Pictured with the winning 2003 South Plainfield Lions Peace Poster is Brook Denitzio (center right), an
eighth grader at Middle School, her art teacher Diane Kardos (center left), Lions President Bob Desch
(left) and Lions Secretary Hank Grabarz (right). Second place winner was Alyssa Roibal. DeNitzio will be
honored at a Lions Dinner for her winning effort. The poster will be entered in the national Lions contest.

NOTES FROM The Senior Center
byjoann Graf. Director ot Office on Aging

Estate Planning Part III . . . Last but
not Least

Everything you own at the time of
your death may be considered part of
your estate, including your home, bank
accounts, insurance policies and any of
your other assets. If you haven't already
addressed this issue, stop and consider
what will become of all that when
you're gone? Don't assume that it will
be distributed according to your
wishes. The fact is that if you haven't
done the necessary planning, you don't
have much control over what will hap-
pen to your estate after your death.

A Last Will and Testament is the
most basic of estate planning docu-
ments. First introduced in medieval
England, wills are basic instructions to
a court as to how a deceased person
wants his/her money and property (es-
tate) distributed. A will is your last
opportunity to decide who gets your
money and property when you pass
away.

A will should be drawn up by a law-

yer to ensure proper and accurate draft-
ing. A minor mistake may invalidate
your good intentions. You should re-
view your will at least once every five
years. When you review it, make sure
that the people mentioned in the Last
Will and Testament are still alive, avail-
able and the people you want to be
named. The key people are: your heirs,
your executor, your alternate executor
and your two witnesses. You should
know where these people are because
when you die, they must be located to
attest 1) that they were physically
present when you signed the document
and 2) you were competent when you
signed it. Witness affidavits should be
attached to the Last Will and Testa-
ment.

The Last Will and Testament goes
into effect when you die. That is, when
the physician signs your death certifi-
cate. Until your death, your executor
and heirs have no authority to act on
your behalf. Only your agent with
Durable Power of Attorney can act on

your behalf prior to your death. The
person named in the will as executor
will have the responsibility to locate
and inventory all of the assets of the
Estate; open and maintain an Estate
checking account; pay all outstanding
debts; pay all administrative, funeral
and legal fees; file the appropriate in-
heritance or income tax returns; have
all the necessary paperwork prepared
for the transfer of all real and personal
property; disburse the Estate funds to
the name beneficiaries and file all nec-
essary bonds and releases.

If you haven't already made your
will, make a New Year's resolution to
take care of it in 2004 and make any
appointments with your attorney.

Historical Society Seeks Members
The South Plainfield Historical So-

ciety is looking for new members.
Help is needed on several of the com-
mittees in their organization. Dues are
as follows: $10 for an individual, $15
for a family, $75 for life, $50 for an

institution and $100 and up for cor-
porations.

Send in your check along with your
name, address, phone and email to:
South Plainfield Historical Society,
P.O. Box 11, South Plainfield 07080.

Retraction

In the original press release
from 4H Teens on Project Gift,
the articles stated that new gifts,
clothes etc. could be dropped off
at the 4-H center on three days
and the last day would be Dec.
17. In fact, the teens will not be
accepting gifts on that day. If any-
one was planning on donating
gifts on the 17, they should call
the 4-H office at (732) 745-3446,
and arrangements will be made.

Warehouse Sale!
oxonc

- up to
Italian Leather, designed

and manufactured in Paris.

Handcrafted handbags.

Faux Leather handbags.

Handbags
starting at $ 5 0 '

Fri thru Sun Dec 1 2 1 3 1 4 FRI•10am-8Pm

ril. OUII. UCU. I £ , I O , I H SATS SUN 10am-5pm
All Sales Final • No Returns • No Exchange • No Checks

VISA • MasterCard • American Express Accepted

3005 Hadley Road, Suite
South Plainfield, NJ &
908-412-9588
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What's
happening in

DECEMBER

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake

9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

The Senior Citizen's Center is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 AM TO 12:30 P.M.

Senior Center
EVENTS

MONDAY

EVENTS

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

December 13, 12 Noon
Christmas Luncheon & Caroling

December 15, 9:45 departure
Hunterdon Hills Christmas Show

I Shopping Day 9am~| ~|
I Practical Crafts
110-11am

15Adult Crafts
9:30-11:30am
Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class
11:30am-12:30pm
Hunterdon Hills -9:45am

Bingo 10am-2pm I f j
Ladies Social 10am ' u

Computer Classes
12pm & 2pm
Men's Forum 1:30pm

Exercise 8:45-9:45 "I 7
Line Dancing 10-11:30 '
Movie Time 11:30am
AARP Crafts 1pm
Computer Class
11am-1pm

TO SIGN UP FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE SENIOR C

Shopping at
Pathmark 9am
Practical Crafting
10-11am

18

FRIDAY
Bingo 10am-2pm ~| 2
Pizza Lunch
Bridge Club 12:30pm

Bingo 10am-2pm "I Q
Pizza Lunch ' °
Bridge Club 12:30pm

Sacred Heart to
Hold Alumni Mass
December 13

Sacred Heart School would like to
invite all all former graduates to the
Alumni/Alumnae Golden Anniversary
of Sacred Heart School.

Mark your calendars for Saturday,
Dec. 13. There will be a 5 p.m. Mass
immediately followed by a reception
in the school cafeteria.

VFW Plans Country
Breakfast
December 14

The VFW Memorial Post 6763 is
holding a Country Breakfast on Sun-
day, Dec. 14 from 8 to 11 a.m. A var-
ied menu will be available. The dona-
tion is $5 and children under 12 are
S3. For more information, call (908)
668-9751 after 3,p.m. daily and after
12 noon on weekends. The VFW is
located at 155 Front St., South
Plainfield.

Jr. Baseball Club Trip
To Hall of Fame
December 29

South Plainfield Junior Baseball
Club is planning a bus trip to the Ma-
jor League Baseball Hall Of Fame on
Monday, Dec. 29. Tickets are $65 per
person and include deluxe bus trans-
portation, admission to the Hall of
Fame and a buffet dinner. (See page 9
for details and on how to sign up.)

AARP Chapter Trip to
Hunderdon Hills
January 13

The AARP Chapter #4144 is plan-
ning a bus trip on Jan. 13 to
Hunterdon Hills Playhouse for lunch
and to see "The Rainmaker." The cost
of $60 covers all expenses, including
transportation from South Plainfield.

For further details and reservations,
call Lee at (732) 968-6613 or Mary at
(732) 752-3764.

Rec Plans Trip
To See Hairspray
February 22, 2004

South Plainfield Recreation is spon-
soring a trip to Broadway to see
"Hairspray" on Sunday, Feb. 22,2004.
Bus will leave the PAL at 10:30 a.m.
and return around 7 p.m. There will
be plenty of time to shop and cat be-

fore the show. Tickets are $100 per
person and are available at the PAL
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. on
weekdays. Only 45 tickets are available,
so come and get yours now!

Pack 224 Selling
Tickets of For Halem
Glottrotters
February 14

Tickets to the Harlem Globetrotters
at Continental Arena on Feb. 14 at
7:30 p.m. game are $22 each. The tick-
ets are Section 211 upper tier lower.
(Seating will be filled on a first ticket
purchase availability.)

Make checks payable to Cub Scout
Pack 224 and mail to 201 Lane Ave.,
South Plainfield. Everyone must have
a ticket. Tickets orders are due by Dec.
17. Tickets are for admission only, you
must provide your own transportation.
Admission includes a two hour meet-
and-greet prior to the game, Globe-
trotter University and a badge. You can
only attend the meet and greet through
a group purchase, not available through
ticketmaster purchases.

Rec Plans Trip to
New Orleans
Sept. 11-19, 2004

South Plainfield Recreation presents
a trip to Biloxi and New Orleans from
Saturday, Sept. 11 to Sunday, Sept. 19,
2004. The trip includes the following:
A guided tour of New Orleans, eight
nights deluxe hotel accommodations,
including four nights in a luxurious
Gulf Coast Casino Hotel, a Jazz Cruise
on a Mississippi riverboat, a tour of
NASA's Amazing Stennis Space cen-
ter and much more! The price also in-
cludes deluxe mororcoach transporta-
tion and 14 meals- eight breakfasts and
six dinners.

For info and reservations, contact
Mike English at (908) 226-7714! The
cost is $560 per person based on
double occupancy. Add $219 for single
occupancy $75 is due upon signing.
Final payment is due July 6,2004.

Out of Town

Woodbridge WOWs
Dance
December 21

The Woodbridge Area Widows or
Widowers (WOWs) are holding a
fundraiser dance on Sunday, Dec. 21
from 7:30 to 11:30 p.m. All are wel-
come. There will be a live band and
refreshments will be available. The cost
is $8 per person. The dance will be held
at the Elk's Hall, 665 Rahway Ave. in
Woodbridge.

For more information, call (732)
297-1775.

Moonrakers Tall Club
Meetings
February 10

The New Jersey Moonrakers Tall
Club, Inc., a social and community ser-
vice organization serving people of
"taller-than-average" stature in the
New Jersey/New York metropolitan
area, will hold its monthly "Meet and
Greet" social at the Saddle Brook
Marriott Hotel, located between R t
80 and the Garden State Parkway in
Saddle Brook, on Tuesday, Feb. 10 at
8 p.m. Prospective members (women
5'10" and taller and men 6'2" and taller,
both over 21) are encouraged to attend.

For further information about the
club, or for a schedule of our social
events, call our 24-hour hotline service
at (973) 267-364

Moonrakers Tall Club
March 9

The New Jersey Moonrakers Tall
Club, Inc., a social and community
service organization serving people of
"taller-than-average" stature in the
New Jersey/New York metropolitan
area, will hold its monthly "Meet and
Greet" social at the Saddle Brook
Marriott Hotel, located between Rt.
80 and the GSP in Saddle Brook on
Tuesday, March 9 at 8 p.m.

For further information visit our
website at http: //www, njtall.org or
email us at newicrscv(a>tall.org.

Send Us YOMW Events:
Mail or drop off stories and photos to

South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite IB,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080, fax (908) 668-8819;

oremailtoggnan@aol.com.

I events
Breakfast With Santa afAmeiican Legion-American
Legion Chaurmont Post 243, located on Oak Tree Ave., is planning a Breakfast
with Santa on Sunday, December 14 from 8 a.m until noon. Cost is $5 for
adults, $3 for kids, children under six are free. All profits are donated to the
Legion's Scholarship Fund.

Holiday Sing-a-Long Program -at the Library featuring Mr.
Kurt on Monday, Dec. 17 at 6:30 p.m.. Sign up in advance. Call (908) 754-
7885 for information and ask for Miss Linda.

Business Association Holiday Luncheon-The south
Plainfield Business Association will hold their Annual Holiday Luncheon on
Thursday, Dec. 18 at Sherban's Dinner starting at 12 noon. All members of
the Business Association and anyone else interested in joining the group are
invited to attend this annual event. The event takes place in the downstairs area
ofSherbans. For further information, call (908) 757-8811.

AARP Chapter Chrismas Lunch-AARP chapter #4144 wiii
hold its annual Christmas meeting on Thursday, Dec. 18 at a luncheon at the
Holiday Inn, Stelton Rd., South Plainfield. All members and their guests, who
wish to attend, please contact Sylvia Boyd at (908) 561-1899. Charles Reed will
entertain at the luncheon with song and music.

Knights Breakfast With Santa Event-ThesouthPiainndd
Knights of Columbus will be holding thier annual "Breakfast with Santa" event
on Saturday, Dec. 20 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. The price for the breakfast
(which includes eggs, bacon, French toast and much more food) will be $3 a
child, $5 a adult or $15 for a family. Parents, please bring a gift to give to your
children from Santa. Seats are limited, please contact Steve Belanger at (908)
791-0640 or (908) 755-6203 for more info or to make your reservations.

Santa is Coming to South Plainfield-southPiaMeid Rec-
reation invites all children ages one to 10 years old to visit with Santa on Satur-
day, Dec. 20 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Senior Recreation Certer. (Formerly
scheduded at the PAL). Pictures with Santa and gifts for all the children will be
handed out. Yoa must register at the PAL for Pictures with Santa. There is a $5
registration fee.

Breakfast With Santa at the Elks Club-The soumpiainfieid
Elks Club, located at 1254 New Market Ave., will be holding a Breakfast with
Santa on Sunday, December 31 from 8 a.m. to noon.
The breakfast includes pancakes, French toast, bacon, sausage, eggs to order,
coffee, tea, milk and juice. Cost for adults is $6, chidren ages 5-12 are $4 and
children under five are free. Bring your camera. Santa will be on hand all morning.

Annual Caroling at the Gazebo—come celebrate meholi-
days! The South Plainfield High School Chorus and the South Plainfield Recre-
ation Department invite everyone to Caroling in the Park on Sunday, Dec. 21
starring at 3 p.m. in the gazebo at Spring Lake Park. Refreshments to follow at
the Rescue Squad.

Out of Town
Circle Players Presents—chHstmm

Here, the 2003 holiday musical event at Cirde Players, the community theater
of Piscataway, is a shimmering evening of American musical theater by the mas-
ters, from Irving Berlin to Lerner and Loew to Jerry Herman, creator of "Hello
Dolly" and "La Cage aux Folles." Performances are two weekends, Friday, Dec.
12 and Saturday, Dec. 13 and Friday, Dec. 19 and Saturday, Dec. 20.
Showtime is 8 p.m. and tickets are $12. Cirde Players is located at 416 Victorian
Avenue, Piscataway. For tickets and information, call (732) 968-7555.

All iance Bible Presents Live Nativity—A Live Nativity
will be presented at Alliance Bible Church in Warren on Saturday, Dec. 13 and
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 5 and 7 p.m. Admission is free. The church is located at 52
Mount Horeb Rd. in Warren, just off of Interstate 78. For additional informa-
tion or directions, call our church offices at (732) 469-1425 or visit
www.AllianceBibleChurch.com.

Married Couples Chanukah Party-The B'nai WOA
Ketubah Married Couples Unit (40+) will be having their Annual Chanukah
Party on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 4 p.m. at a member's home in South Plainfield.
They will be having a Kosher deli dinner and a $5 gift exchange. The cost is $18
per member couple and $25 per non-member couple. If a non-member pays
their dues to join Ketubah Unit at the party, they can come to the party for
FREE. Please RSVP toMyrna at (908) 757-6099 by December 12.

Festival of Carols at Trinity Reformed-join us for a spe-
cial afternoon with die Festival of Carols! Trinity Reformed Church, 401
Grcenbrook Road, North Plainfield invites you to a day of great music of the
season, fantastic stories and our famous sing-along on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 4
p.m. There will be other surprises, ending with a delicious light supper. You do
not need a ticket, so bring your friends! For more information, call Joan Beil at
(732) 563-0966.

Edison Arts Society Holiday Concert-xhe Edison Arts
Society is pleased to present the Edison Symphony Orchestra's Holiday Concert
on Sunday, Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. live on stage at the Middlesex County College
Performing Arts Center. Tickets are currently on sale at the Edison Arts Society
for S30/adults and $25/students, with group rates available. Please call (908)
753-ARTS, Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m: to reserve seats. Visa and
MasterCard arc gladly accepted by telephone.
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Arte Fino Holds a Cut-a-Thon

Arte Fino owner Steve Cassavetis, with Jill Rann surrounded by her mom
and dad and manager Geralynn Placenti.

Steve Cussauetis, owner of Arte
Fino Hair Design on Inman Ave. in
Edison, along with his employees, held
a cut-a-thon on Sunday, Nov., 30 to
raise money for the City of Hope. The
cut-a-thon was held in honor of Jill
Rann, who is presently fighting leu-
kemia, and also in memory of Maria
Casimino, who died of cancer. Saman-
tha Dichewitz, 10, donated her long
hair to Locks of Love to make a wig
for someone in need.

The day was a complete success. In
just four hours, Arte Fino raised
$1,700 for the City of Hope.

The owner of Arte Fino Hair De-
sign, located on Inman Ave. in Edison,
would like to thank his staff, family,
dedicated clients and Nick Sottiruou,
massage therapist from Back in Action.

Geralynn Placenti measures Saman-
tha Dichewitz's hair before cutting
it for Locks for Love.

Pet Photos With Santa
People for Animals, a nonprofit

animal welfare organization serving
New Jersey, is offering pet photos with
Santa on Saturday and Sunday, Dec. -
20 and 21 from I I a.m. until 5 p.m.
at the PETsMART store in the
Watchung Square Mall, 1515 Rt. 22

Elks Selling
Entertainment

Books
The South Plainfield Elks Vet-

erans committee is selling the En-
tertainment Book for $30. Con-
tact Lou Peralta, (908) 756-6406.

in Watchung.
A donation of $9.95 is requested

per photo. Each photo will include a
tree ornament frame. The picture may
include your pet and members of the
family, if you wish. Customers who
purchase a photo with Santa are wel-
come to take pictures with their own
cameras.

Stop the cycle of homeless pets now!
Alter your pets and any outside cats
that you may be feeding. For low cost
spay/neuter information, call the
People for Animals Clinic at 908 964-
6887. Spay/neuter surgery costs range
from $40 to $65 and include rabies
and distemper vaccinations.

Our Lady Of Czestochowa
R.C. Church

807 Hamilton Blvd., South Plainfield

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Dec 24 r 5:30 p.m. - Children's Mass with Santa

9:45 p.m. - Caroling with OLC Choir
10 p.m. - Christmas Eve Mass
ff a.m.-Mass of the Dawn

11 a.m. - Mass of Christmas Day

Regular Weekend: Sat eves.s3opm, Sunday Sam & 11am

Twin City Pharmacy
"Tel. (908) 755-7696 Fax (908) 755-6003

1708 Park Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080 (Next to Farmer's Market)

Today's Modern Pharmacy with Old Fashioned Values

DME Provider for US Healthcare/AETNA
& CIGNA

Medicare and Medicaid Provider
Solaris In-Network DME Provider

NOW AVAILABLE
Images of
America
South

Plainfield

.;• 1 ' .

(:nll I UK-..t Oiabrtu.&. Wound Care Products

• . . • • • • • • • . •

Wheelchairs-WalVcrs

EnteralFeedh
*

Haven Hospice Provider fbrjFK & MuHenberg Hospitals

24 Hour Emergency Care Service - Free Delivery

. • • . ; • ;

Help Create
Sacred Heart's
100th Logo!

Students in the South Plainfield area
are being asked to participate in a con-
test to create a logo for the 100th an-
niversary of Sacred Heart Church.

The contest for the new logo will
be spearheaded in all classrooms at Sac-
red Heart School. Also, students in
CCD classes, SPHS, Bishop Ahr and
St. Joseph's will be asked to participate.

The logo will be displayed through-
out the year on letterheads, posters, t-
shirts and various publicity materials.

The logo will be judged on its origi-
nality, using the theme of the 100th
anniversary and Sacred Heart Church.
It must be submitted on an 8% x 11
piece of paper and can be either in color
or black and white. Students are en-
couraged to use their imagination, but
they must keep to the theme.

Entries must be in by Jan. 16,2004
and a winner will be announced on Jan.
30, which coincides with the end of
Catholic Schools Week. You need not
be Catholic to enter.

Entries will be divided into several
groups, K-3,4-6,7/8 and high school.
Three winners from each group witti
be chosen and a winner picked from
that group will be the winning logo.

Prizes will be awarded for first, sec-
ond and third places. Prizes and judges
will be announced later. A letter con-
taining all of the rules of the contest
and the prizes to be awarded will be
announced in the near future.

For more information on this con-
test, call Nancy at (908) 668-0010.

Mayor Dan Gallagher and Elizabeth City Mayor J. Christian Bollwage

Mayor Gallagher Honored
At League of Municipalities

Mayor Dan Gallagher was inducted
as a Silver Member into the League of
Municipalities in Atlantic City last
month during their annual convention.

Gallagher served as mayor of South
Plainfield from 1987-1990 and was
elected mayor again in 1995. He is
presently serving his fourth term as
mayor. He also served as a council-
man from 1983-1986 and 1992-
1994.

Induction into the Mayors' Hall of
Fame or the Elected Officials' Hall of

Fame recognizes municipal officials
who have selflessly guided their com-
munities through the good times and
troubled times with little recognition
of their sacrifice.

To be eligible for the Mayors' Hall of
Fame Silver Level, inductees must have
at least 10 years of mayoral service.

The New Jersey League of Munici-
palities opened the doors of the May-
ors' Hall of Fame on Nov. 15,1995 at
the Mayors' Luncheon during the 80th
Annual League Conference.

Library Collecting Gloves and Mittens
The Friends of the South Plainfield

Free Public Library is sponsoring a
collection drive during the Holiday
season.

They're collecting new gloves, mit-
tens, hats and scarves. The donated
items will be distributed to the needy
by the locally-based charitable orga-

nization FISH, Inc. The drive will run
through Dec. 15.

South Plainfield Free Public Library
is located in the South Plainfield Mu-
nicipal Complex at 2484 Plainfield Ave.
For more information, call (908) 754-
7885 or visit the Library's website at
www.southDlainfield.lib.ni.us.

It's Time for the
South Plainfield
Observer's....

.... Second Annual Holiday
House Decorating

Contest
G:

iwiaoi. 'dam

COMIMT
Deck the

Halls, Trim the
Trees...

The Observer, along with
Recreation Dept., is sponsoring

a Holiday House Decorating !

Enter your house or nominate another.
Include photos, if possible. Entries must be
received by Dec. 26. Winners will be an-
nounced in January. Grand prize: To be an-
nounced in the Dec. 19 issue, and will in-
clude a year's subscription to the Observer.
Winner's house will be pictured on page one-
of the Observer. Second prize: a year's sub-
scription to the Observer.

YOUR NAME

ADDRESS OF HOUSE

First place winner's house will be pictured
on the front page of the Observer!

Send your entry to South Plainfield Observer, 1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080.
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Students 3&Utg Stt the With Music!
Grant, Franklin Schools Present Annual Holiday Program

Story and Photos by Patricia Abbott

It's concert time in the South
Plainfield School District, and over the
next few weeks each of the schools will

offer friends and family a chance to ex-
perience the talents of young vocalists
and musicians. String ensembles, bands
and various choral groups will each
show off the results of long hours of
practice.

On Dec. 3, the annual Grant El-
ementary School holiday concert (pic-
tured at right on page 7) was held in
the South Plainfield High School au-
ditorium. With the addition of the fifth
grade to the school, the band, chorus
and string ensemble greatly increased
in size as did die audience. The huge
room was filled to near capacity.

The evening began with the String
Ensemble conducted by Mary Bern
Clyde. The ensemble performed
Christmas Fiddlers on the Housetop,

They were followed by the fifth
grade band directed by Tobie Baldwin.
Their performances included Westwind

ngwTown!*
Send Santa Your Holiday Wishes

The South Plainfield Recreation Department is again sponsoring "Let-
ters to Santa." A special mailbox has been placed outside the Post Office.
If children in your school want to write to Santa, all they have to do is
drop die letter in the special mail box at the Post Office.

To guarantee a response, please be sure to include your mil name and
address in the letter. Santa hopes to hear from all of you!

Overture, Theme from Maldau and
Have Tourself a Merry Little Christmas.

Next up was the sixth grade band
conducted by Joan Stasio. The youths
played Songs of Chanukah, French
Carol Festival, 0, Little Town of
Bethlehem and.The Bells of Christmas.
The evening closed with the Grant
School Chorus, also conducted by
Stasio. The students sang Welcome, a
Seasonal Greeting, Ifs The Most Won-
derful Time of the Tear, Hanaukah is
Here, Our Gift For Tou, which was also
signed by the youths', and A Holiday

Franklin School (pictured here on
page 6) presented their concert on Dec.
8. The String Ensemble began die
evening playing Jolly Old St. Nick, Be-
ginner Medley, Twinkle Variations, Al-
legro and Open String Samba. The cho-
rus performed A-Camling, Frosty the
Snowman, Let the Dreidl Spin and
Jingle All the Way. The string ensemble
was directed by Bruce Mikolon and the
chorus by Glenn Parisi.

This Holiday Season,
Give Her What

She Really Wants...

• Three Stone Jewelry
• Right Hand Rings

Black Diamond Jewelry
Diamond Earrings & Bracelets

• Italian Charms
• Birthstone Jewelry
Sterling Silver Jewelry
• Citizen Watches

ft kt Gold Earrings. Bracelets. Pendants and Mugs • Certificate Diamonds Available

Serving
South Plainfield

Since 1986

Ample Parking

All Major
Credit Cards Accepted

Extended Holiday Hours
Open Sundays

"•I; ."

CINDY MICHAELS
Jeweler

176 Front Street South Plainfield • 908-769-4264
JEpWARD J. CdLUCCI GEMOLOGIST
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&*w Lives: A Call to Lower
the Blood Alcohol Level

From Assembly Majority Whip Peter J. Barnes, Jr.

Two years ago in New Jersey, 189
people were killed as a result of alcohol
related traffic accidents, according to
State Police Statistics. This sobering sta-
tistic is compounded by admission from
Mothers Against Daink Driving that
lowering the state's blood alcohol con-
tent level from .10 to .08 could have
possibly prevented some of these deaths.

Unfortunately, the legitimate safety
concerns associated with drunken driv-
ing have proved useless in convincing
New Jersey to pass such sensible and
necessary legislation. But perhaps the
potential economic windfall for failure
to enact the stricter limit will soon force
New Jersey to take this issue more seri-
ously As co-sponsor of an Assembly bill
to lower the legal limit, I certainly hope
so.

Recognizing the inherent wisdom in
lowering the blood alcohol content
level, Congress passed legislation in
2000 that encouraged all states to adopt
the .08 standard. It also approved pen-
alties for states that fail to do so by 2004.
As such, New Jersey's inaction on this
matter will force the state to forfeit
much needed federal highway funding
in the immediate future. The State Of-
fice of Legislative Services estimates that
New Jersey stands to lose $7.2 million
for 2004 if it does not adopt the stricter
standard. That number will double in
2005 and finally reach $28 million by
2007.

The possibility of forfeiting federal
highway funding will prove especially
menacing as NJ grapples with the
daunting task of replenishing its de-
pleted Transportation Trust Fund,
which funds many transportation
projects throughout the state.

Indeed, the impending economic
sanctions have proved vital in securing
support, albeit reluctantly, from many
other states to back the .08 proposal.

According to an October edition oiAl-
coholism and Drug Abuse Weekly, a pub-
lic policy newsletter, there are currently
45 states that have adopted the .08 fed-
eral standard. New Jersey, meanwhile,
lags behind. Senator Frank Lautenberg,
who was instrumental in crafting the
2000 federal legislation, has been mys-
tified by the State's reluctance to fol-
low suit.

But some legislators do not see the
need to act quickly on this matter. In-
stead; they rely on a portion in the pen-
alty clause of the federal .08 mandate
that allows a state that has forfeited fed-
eral funding to recover the costs if it
enacts the lower blood alcohol content
limit by Sept. 30, 2007. This tactic
misses one crucial point-NJ's budget
crisis has drained the state's transporta-
tion system financially thin. Conse-
quently NJ needs every penny it can get
from the federal government to upgrade
its inadequate transportation infrastruc-
ture. Funding for many of these projects
cannot wait until 2007.

For years supporters, including
former President Bill Clinton and
MADD, have long argued that the cur-
rent .10 standard raises serious safety
concerns. According to a 1998 report
from the Senate Task Force on Alcohol
Related Motor Vehicle Accidents and
Fatalities, they are right. The task force
found that significant impairment could
be clinically demonstrated at a .05, thus
increasing the likelihood of alcohol re-
lated fatalities.

These compelling and insightful re-
ports indicate one thing - lowering the
state's blood alcohol content level could
very well innocent save lives. And if this
reason was not enough to convince
New Jersey to support the change, the
potential economic consequences to the
state should finally sway it in favor of
the federal mandate.

I Jaye's Hand Car Wash
"New Jersey's Finest"

Come in for our

FREE Full Service
Car Wash $ 5

Value)

On Sunday, Dec. 14, 2003
veryone at T-Jaye's hopes to see you soon and

We Wish You and Your Family a
Joyful & Safe Holiday Season

2431 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield
908.791.9900

Get This.
• Any Unity Bank Checking or Savings Account

• Mortgage or Commercial Loan using

• • •

dioi
QhhhJtmoA (Dinnsh

to any elderly or disabled person
residing in South Plainfield.

(x)e wiltdsdiosh. to yowi horns on
QhJthtmoA (bay id no chalufe.

CONTACT:

Shirley Thompson
131 Montrose Ave., South Plainfield

(908) 756-7686

Please call between 10-12
Monday through Friday

by December 18.

And <3St Thi
• NO MINIMUM BALANCE requirement for ONI

• 1/8% DISCOUNT on Mortgage or Commercial Lo;
(by maintaining a Unity checking or savings ac

• $250 OFF Closing Costs!
• 1-Year Safe Deposit Box Rental: 6 Months FREE

D I A M N L U

BANKING. CDDL. UNITYO
H. • A

8 0 0 . 6 1 B . B A N K
MBCJN • FLCMINGTDN
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Temples Travel to Okinawa For Thanksgiving
Okinawa is just a short hop, skip

and 25 hour leap away on the other
side of the world! Ernie and Georgia
Temple of South Plainfield made the
trip this Thanksgiving holiday to visit
with their son Dan, a major in the
USMC and his family, who are living
in Gushikawa, Okinawa.

Temple, an 8* degree Black Belt in
Isshinryu Karate, worked with the
marines on hand-to-hand combat
techniques. The Marines have adopted
a martial arts program that encom-
passes every aspect a Marine needs in
today's training. Temple was asked to
demonstrate and teach submissive
holds that could be utilized in restrain-
ing aggressors, as well as extraction
techniques from vehicles at check-
points. He also had the opportunity
to work out with the head of the
Okinawan system of Isshinryu karate,
10* degree Black Belt, Kichero Shima-
buku.

Okinawa is a part of Japan that has
been totally rebuilt since WWII. The
southern and central parts of the is-
land were destroyed during the battle
of Okinawa. Homes there are built of
concrete in order to withstand the high

The Okuma area of Okinawa, Japan.

winds of the typhoons that hit the is-
lands. The main island is some 70
miles long and 15 miles wide at the
widest point.

With no public transit system, trains
or subways, travel is slow, in some
cases the speed limit is 24 miles per
hour. The countryside is beautiful and
the living is slow paced. Temple vis-
ited six of the seven Marine bases and
the main Air Force base at Kadeena.

Thanksgiving was spent at a mili-

tary resort in Okuma on the northern
end of the island, reserved for U.S.
military personnel and their families,
with a private beach, restaurant, rental
cabins and campgrounds. Turkey did
indeed reach our troops at this remote
spot, and was very much appreciated
by our servicemen and women.

For information about Ernie
Temple's School of Karate in Dunel-
len, visit www.templesschoolofjkarate.
com or call 908-561-6464.

OPINION — From Senator Ion S. Conine

Why the Medicare Bill is Bad Medicine for New Jersey
If you believe the spin being gener-

ated by the Bush Administration, the
Republican Leadership in Congress
and the national leadership of AARP,
the Medicare bill which passed the
Congress is a good deal for New Jer-
sey seniors and the Medicare program.
But spin and facts are two different
things.

And here are some of the facts: the
bill will force thousands of New Jersey
seniors out of Medicare as they know
it into HMO plans; it will cost seniors
$3,600 for $5,000 in drug benefits; the
proposal will result in over 90,000 New
Jersey retired seniors losing their drug
coverage from their former employers;
it will cut over $550 million from can-
cer treatment in New Jersey to pay for
rural health care elsewhere; it does too
little to contain drug costs and remark-
ably, it will not go into effect until the
year 2006.

We worked hard to save New
Jersey's PAAD and Senior Gold pro-
grams- which the original Republican
plan would have scrapped. But unlike
New Jersey's PAAD and Senior Gold
programs, tine proposed Medicare plan
will have drug formularies that will re-
strict seniors' access to certain drugs.
This means that a senior in PAAD or
Senior Gold who now has complete
prescription drug access may face lim-

ited drag access or substantially higher
costs for their prescribed drugs.

But, it's not just New Jersey's se-
niors in PAAD and Senior Gold who
stand to lose under this agreement. The
bill would also subject 186,000 seniors
in South Jersey to a risky Medicare
privatization experiment.

And New Jersey hospitals are treated
unfairly in this bill. While New Jersey
has three percent of the country's Medi-
care population, New Jersey hospitals
will receive only 1.7% of the funds al-
located to hospitals under the bill. By
contrast, Louisiana, which had half the
number of seniors that New Jersey has,
would receive four times the funds, or
$1.2 billion.

Of course, as in any thousand-page
piece of legislation, there .are some
good things, such as additional drug
coverage, though meager, for those
who don't currently have it and some
relief for doctors serving Medicare pa-
tients.

But make no mistake about it: this
bill is, in feet, a Trojan horse—offer-
ing a limited prescription on drug ben-
efit while laying landmines to under-
mine the Medicare program. This bill
shovels more than $12 billion in sub-
sidies to the private health insurance
industry, giving them an incentive to
compete with Medicare—and an ad-

vantage in doing it—by allowing them
to cherry-pick the healthiest seniors,
leaving older and sicker seniors with
higher costs in the resource-depleted
traditional Medicare program.

The bill also proposes a cap on Medi-
care spending that will likely lead to
premium increases and benefit cuts in
the next ten years. In addition, the bill
puts billions of dollars into Health Sav:

ings Accounts, which will undermine
employer-based health insurance by
creating tax incentives for high deduct-
ible catastrophic health insurance plans.
Experts have estimated that these ac-
counts could cause premiums for em-
ployer-based insurance to more than
double.

We want to assure the people of NJ
that no one fought harder for a real
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit
than we did. In fact, we both sup-
ported the bipartisan Senate proposal.
There was a real opportunity this year
to put politics aside and work together
to strengthen Medicare and provide a
generous prescription drug benefit.
Unfortunately, the Republican leader-
ship in Congress and the White House
saw fit to produce a half-measure that
shortchanges our seniors and puts
Medicare on the path to privatization.

The facts and not the spin, required
us to reject this proposal.

Sports
By Lee Flanagan

JUNIOR BASEBALL CLUB NOTES
The SPJBC coach-

es clinics begin on
Tuesday, Dec. 16 at
7:30 p.m. Ray Ciec-
wisz, head baseball
coach at South Plainfield
High School, will be
conducting the first clin-
ic. Free to all parents and
coaches, these clinics are strongly rec-
ommended for new coaches wanting
to become involved and especially
C-League prospective coaches. The
clinic will take place at The SPJBC
clubhouse.

Junior Baseball Club registration
runs from now to Jan. 1,2004 is $75.
However, there is only one day left to
catch this early discount. The day is
Monday, Dec. 15 from 6 to 7 p.m.

The registration will increase to
$95 on Jan. 1,2004. There will be no
exceptions. This will have given par-
ents seven opportunities to sign up
their son or daughter before the first
of the year. We are also selling SPJBC
club members cards for $10. A man-
ager and or coach will not be allowed
on the field without a club member
card and must have completed the
Rutgers Certification Program. If you
have an interest to manage or coach a
team in the spring season of 2004, this
serves as a reminder that you MUST
complete the Rutgers, Certification
Program. For more information about

this course, please contact
the Recreation Depart-
ment.

The Junior Baseball
Club is running a trip to the

Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, NY. Yes, the

Baseball Hall of Fame. On
Monday, Dec. 29, we will leave

at 6 a.m. by bus, arrive in Coopers-
town at 11:30 a.m. and take the com-
plete tour of the Baseball Hall of Fame.
We will leave Cooperstown and stop
at the Old Country Buffet on the way
home. This will be a great trip.

Cost for the entire trip is $65 per
person. This includes transportation,
entrance to the Hall of Fame and the
buffet dinner. We need commitments
from parents for this trip now. It is
very important to call Chris Hansen
at 755-1475 and secure your spot on
this trip.

The SPJBC is always based on vol-
unteer efforts by parents, grandparents,
and friends. A big THANK YOU to
those individuals that have volunteered
their time and effort helping the new
executive board during the past three
months. Those of you who would like
to manage and coach with us; this is a
big part of the criteria for being selected
to do so.

Anyone interested in sponsoring a
sign at the baseball dub, call Bill Coch-
rane, 561-6574or SPJBC, 754-2090.

There are to many thinpto
(akh your eye.... do drop in!

Near Grove Ave. at 1818 Oak Tree Rd.,
Edison •732-205-1818

Tuenfav 3-8, ThuroMriiMaliinlav 10-7, Sunday 124 .
Major Credit Cards Accepted ~ Maureen Coldfedder, Owner

Come (hop in a fun place
with Funky, fine * i fn

to choose From.

Tapestry Wall Art & Pillows
Marble Art Objects

Tiffany Pieces
JCold& SilverEnameled'Art

Antique Style Jewelry
Porcelain Dolls

Decomtor "Music & Motion"
Wall & Table Clocks

Pet Motifs • Cift Certificates

j f a COUPON fa
fa 15% Off Any fa^

it Item In The Store-fa
Valid through Dec. 28, 2003 fa

Cannot be used to nmblnalianwl:

0 ONE-STROKE PAINTING PROGRAM.
A complete program that actually teaches this technique & more

Ef DECORATIVE PAINTING PROGRAM for EVERYONE.
A must for folk and tole painting lovers.

0 YOUN6 ARTIST PAINTING PRO6RAM.
The best introductory painting program with cool, fun projects!

IZI LOTS OF NEW PUNTING HUMECTS for eveiyone and any occasion!
0 KIDS" DRAWING & CUNT Classes

- The Best
CRAFT BIRTHDAY

PARTIES!
No Comparison! Guaranteed Fun!

Great Projects!
Please inquire about troops, chapters,

fund-raisers & in-home parties.

175 Front Street
(908) 755-4049

Hou
M-F 10-6
Sat 10-5

Closed Sunday

For Kids & Teens
www.bunchis.com

serve
celebrate ceremonially// 2. to notice (something),

to pay special attention to / / 3. (a) to look at with

attention / / 4. to perceive, notice, come to know

by seeing / / 5. to comment, to note attentively

It's what we do.
Advertise in the only newspaper for South Plainfield.

Observer
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Fall
SPHS

SPORTS SCHEDUL
13
16
19
20
26
27
27
28
30

Sat.
Tues.
Fri.
Sat.
Fri.
Sat
Sat.
Sun.
Tues.

JANUARY
3
6
8
10
13
15
21
23
24
28
30

Sat.
Tues
Thurs.
Sat.
Tues.
Thurs.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.
Wed.
Fri.

FEBRUARY
4
6
10
13
20

Wed.
Fri.
Tues.
Fri.
Fri.

JV& VARSITY BOYS BASKETBALL 2003-2004

Linden (scrimmage) Away 10:00
Cardinal McCarrick (scrimmage) Home 3:45
Carteret Away 5:30/7:00
Elizabeth OCaldwell College 8:00
Rahway Invitational
(JV) Boonton ©Oratory Prep 2:30
Rahway Invitational Away
(JV) ©Oratory Prep 3:30or5:15
Rahway Invitational

Colonia Home 11:30/1:00
Sayreville Away 5:30/7:00
North Brunswick Home 5:30/7:00
Hillsborojgh Home 11:30/1:00
J. F. Kennedy Away 5:30/7:00
Woodbridge Away 5:15/7:00
Monroe Township Home 5:15/7:00
Carteret Home 5:15/7:00
Yorktown, NY Home 1:00
Colonia Away 5:15/7:00
Sayreville Home 5:15/7:00

North Brunswick Away 5:15/7:00
J. F. Kennedy Home 5:15/7:00
Woodbridge Home 5:15/7:00
Monroe Township Away 5:15/7:00
Hunterdon Central Away 5:15/7:00
GMC Tournament
State Tournament

FRESHMEN BOYS BASKETBALL 2003-2004
DECEMBER
19 Fri. Carteret Away 3:45
27 Sat. Boonton ©Oratory Prep 11:00am
28 Sun., ©Oratory Prep 12:00 or 1:45
JANUARY
3 Sat. Colonia Home 10:00am
6 Tues. Sayreville Away : 3:45
8 Thurs. North Brunswick Home 3:45
10 Sat. Hillsborough Home 10:00am
13 Tues. J.F.Kennedy Away 3:45
15 Thurs. Woodbridge Away 3:45
21 Wed. Monroe Township Home 3:45
23 Fri. Carteret Home 3:45
28 Wed. Colonia Away 3:45
30 Fri. Sayreville Home 3:45
FEBRUARY
4 Wed. North Brunswick Away 3:45
6 Fri. J. F. Kennedy Home 3:45
10 Tues. Woodbridge : Home 3:45
13 Fri. Monroe Township Away 3:45
20 Fri. Hunterdon Central Away 3:45

DECEMBER
12 Fri. West Morris Central (scrimmage) Home 4:00
13 Sat. Middlesex (scrimmage) Home 10:00am
16 Tues. Cardinal McCarrick (scrimmage) Away 3:45
19 Fri. Carteret Home 5:30/7:00
27 Sat. Hightstown Invitational
29 Mon. Hightstown Invitational
30 Tues. Hightstown Invitational

JV & VARSITY GIRLS BASKETBALL 2003-2004 cont.
JANUARY
3 Sat. Colonia Away 11:30/1:00
6 Tues Sayreville Home 5:30/7:00
8 Thurs. North Brunswick Away 5:30/7.00
10 Sat. Hillsborough Away 11:30/1:00
13 Tues. Wall Home 5:15/7:00
15 Thurs. PerthAmboy , Home 5:15/7:00
21 Wed. Monroe Township Away 5:15/7:00
23 Fri. Carteret Away 5:15/7:00
28 Wed. Colonia Home 5:15/7:00
30 Fri. Sayreville Away 5:15/7:00
31 Sat. Bishop Ahr Away 11:30/1:00
FEBRUARY
4 Wed. North Brunswick Home 5:15/7:00
10 Tues. PerthAmboy Away 5:15/7:00
12 Thurs. Monroe Township Home 5:15/7:00

GMC Tournament
State Tournament

FRESHMEN GIRLS BASKETBALL 2003-2004
DECEMBER
19 Fri.
JANUARY
3 Sat.
6 Tues.
8 Thurs.
10 Sat.

Carteret Home

Tues.
Thurs.
Wed.
Fri.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.

FEBRUARY
4 Wed.
10 Tues.
12 Thurs.

Colonia
Sayreville
North Brunswick
Hillsborough

Wall
Perth Amboy.

Away
Home
Away
Away

Home
Home

Monroe Township Away
Carteret Away
Colonia Home
Sayreville Away
Bishop Ahr Away

North Brunswick Home
Perth Amboy Away
Monroe Township Home

3:45

10:00am
3:45
3:45

10:00am
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45
3:45

10:00am

. 3:45
3:45
3:45

JV & VARSITY WRESTLING 2003-2004
DECEMBER
13 Sat.
20 Sat.
27 Sat.
JANUARY
3 Sat.

Mon.
Wed.
Fri.
Mon.
Wed.
Fri.
Mon
Tues.
Thurs.
Tues.
Sat.

FEBRUARY

6 Fri.
7 Sat.
11 Wed.
17 Tues.

Millburn (scrimmage) Away 10:00am
Morris Knolls Tournament 10:00am
Hunterdon Central Tournament

Edison Away 12:30/2:00
Boonton Home 6:00/7:30
J. R Stevens Home 6:00/7:30
Piscataway Away 5:30/7:00
Monroe Township Home 6:00/7:30
Perth Amboy Home 6:00/7:30
Old Bridge Home 6:00/7:30
Bishop Ahr Away 5:30/7:00
East Brunswick Home 6:00/7:30
Kittatinny Home 6:00/7:30
South Brunswick : Away 5:00/7:00
High Point Away 11:30/1:00

GMC Tournament @Piscataway 6:00
GMC Tournament ©Piscataway 10:00am
Delaware Valley Home 6:00/7:30
Team Sectionals

JV & VARSITY WRESTLING 2003-2004 cont.
19 Thurs. Team Sectionals
21 Sat. Group Finals
2 7 - Fri. Districts Home 6:00
28 Sat. Districts Home 11:00am
MARCH
2 Tues. Regions @Union HS
5 Fri. Regions ©Union HS
6 Sat. Regions ©Union HS
12 Fri. State Championships Atlantic City
13 Sat. State Championships :-. Atlantic City
14 Sun. State Championships Atlantic City

ALL MATCHES PLAYED AT CAROLIER LANES - 3:45 p.m.
DECEMBER
13 Sat. Westfield Invitational 9:30am
15 Mon. South Brunswick
16 Tues. St. Joseph/North Brunswick
17 Wed. Hunterdon Central ©Strike & Spare
18 Thurs. East Brunswick
20 Sat. Joe Romer Memorial 9:30am
JANUARY
5 Mon. Colonia
6 Tues. Woodbridge
7 Wed. GMC Individual Qualifying
8 Thurs. Franklin ©Strike & Spare
10 Sat. Brick Invitational ©Ocean Lanes
12 Mon. New Brunswick
13 Tues. J.P. Stevens
14 Wed. GMC Individual Finals
15 Thurs. Piscataway
17 Sat. Central Jersey Winter Classic 1:00pm
20 Tues. South Brunswick
21 Wed. Hunterdon Central ©Strike & Spare
22 Thurs. Edison
24 Sat. Lakewood Scotch Doubles •
27 Tues. Old Bridge
27 Wed. East Brunswick
29 Wed. St. Joseph/North Brunswick
31 Sat. Girls Sectionals 9:30am
FEBRUARY
2 Mon. GMC Preliminary Round
3 Tues. GMC First Round
5 Thurs. GMC Second Round
7 Sat. Boys Sectionals
9 Mon. GMC Semi-Finals
11 Wed. GMC Finals
13 Fri. StateFinals 10:30am

HEL
JANUARY
7 Wed. North Brunswick Home 3:45
14 Wed. PerthAmboy Away 3:45
18 Sun. State Relays ©Princeton 1:30
31 Wed. Monroe Township Home 3:45
28 Wed. Carteret Home 3:45
FEBRUARY
4 Wed. Sayreville Away 3:45
15 Sun. State Groups ©Princeton 2:00
29 Sun. Championships ©Princeton 11:00am

East Brunswick Relays
GMC Relays
GMC Meet

BOYS & GIRLS WINTER TRACK 2003-04

THE ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY, PARENTS & STUDENTS

of
SACRED HEART SCHOOL

cordially invite you to

The 50th Anniversary Celebration of SHS
Saturday, December 13, 2003 • 5 p.m. Mass

149 South Plainfield Ave.
— Reception to follow at Sacred Heart School Cafet

FAST APPROVALS...GREAT RATES...PERSONAUZED SERVICE
We Specialize In No Cost Refinancing

Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases • Refinance • Debt Consolidation

Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification Loans

Borrow up to 125% of Value • Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

Mike Dixon
President

Licensed Mortgage Broker - NJ oepl of Banking

Se Habla Espanol 908-822-0090
2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ

Your Way.
Follow the ups and downs of
the borough in the Observer,
an independent newspaper for
the residents and businesses of
South Plainfield exclusively.

Send a check or money order for $25/one year
(out-of-town-$30) or pay by credit card payable
Jft&j Observer, 1110 Hamilton
Blvd., Suite IB. South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

We now accept VISA and Mastercard

MBBSMH

I would like home delivery of the Observer.
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Chiarina Viscosi, 89
Chiarina Viscosi died on Saturday,

Dec. 6 at the Woodlands Care Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Mrs. Viscosi was borninMelizzano,
Italy and came to the United States
in 1967 settling in South Plainfield,
where she had lived ever since.

She had been a homemaker and
was a member of Sacred Heart
Church in South Plainfield.

Her husband, Armando Viscosi,
died in 1985. She was also prede-
ceased by all of her sisters and a
brother.

Surviving are her son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Pasquale and Yvonne
Viscosi of South Plainfield and her
granddaughter, Alexandra Viscosi.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

WilfredoAndrade,36
Wilfredo Andrade died tragically

and suddenly on Thursday, Nov. 27
at Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital in New Brunswick as a re-
sult of a fall.

Born in Honduras, he had been
living in Plainfield since 1986 and
working construction for various
contractors.

He is survived by his parents, Jose
Maldonado and Bertha Montalvan
of Honduras; two sisters, Vilma An-
drade of Plainfield and Bessy An-
drade of New Brunswick; a brother,
Daniel Andrade of Plainfield; two
aunts and his numerous cousins.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Jerry S. lavarone, 29
Jerry S. lavarone died on Satur-

day, Nov. 29 at his home in Florida.
Born in Belleville, Jerry resided in

Middletown and South Plainfield for
a short while before moving to Florida
11 years ago.

He is predeceased by his grandfa-
ther, the late Jerry S. lavarone, who
died in 1999.

Surviving are his father, Dr. Joseph
lavarone and his wife, Lori of South
Plainfield; two sisters, Kimberly and
her husband, Chris of Holmdel and
Amanda of South Plainfield; his
brother, Joseph of Florida and his fra-
ternal grandmother, Carmella lava-

rone, also of Florida.
Funeral services were held at

McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Mary Clemens Smith, 86
Mary Clemens Smith of Piscataway

died on Thursday, Dec. 4 at the
Rahway Geriatrics Center in Rahway

Mary was born in Carteret and was
a former resident of South Plainfield
before moving to Piscataway 28 years
ago.

She was a gift wrapper at the
former Bamberger's in Plainfield for
many years.

Mary was a communicant of Our
Lady of Fatima Church in Piscataway
and of the Altar Rosary Society. She
also loved playing Bingo at the church.

She was predeceased by her be-
loved husband, Clifford Smith, who
died in 1975.

She is survived by two sons,
Clifford J. Smith and his wife, Mary
Ann and Joseph H. Smith, both of
Nutley; two daughters, Mary Ann
and her husband, Lawrence Fratesi
of Piscataway and Margaret Tiemeyer
of Manchester, 17 grandchildren and
18 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held at the
James W Conroy Funeral Home.

Edward W. Morris, 78
Edward W Morris died on Tues-

day, Dec. 9 at the NJ Veterans Memo-
rial Home in Menlo Park.

Born in Newark, he had resided in
Newark, Irvington and Elizabeth be-
fore settling in Piscataway's Sterling
Village.

He was a WWII veteran of the
United States Navy as a Seaman First
Class, serving in the Pacific aboard nu-
merous ships before his discharge in
1947.

He was employed by Engelhard
Corporation in Newark for 20 years
in their precious Metals Department
before his retirement in 1987. He
previously worked for the former
Fischer Baking Co. of Newark for 24
years.

Surviving are his beloved wife of
58 years, Virginia "Jean" (Lewis)
Morris; two daughters and sons-in-
law, Carol and Bill Arms of South
Plainfield and Mary and Jim Fox of
North Carolina; a son and daughter-

; : ^ • • • • • ; . - - • , - • • • • '

• I V
This Xmas I'll miss you smiles and gentle voices. God had a special plat
me in Heaven, sn iie ealletl my narae
and I had to go H e r e I coold say
good-by. so I will spend Xmas with
Jesus. Please promise me yon
guys wll loe gappy-llove all of yoo
very much, but gosh it is beautiful
in Heaven; same day you'll see. I'll
say a special prayer for all of vail
Xmas Day. Please remember I'm
happy. Well meet again someday
in Heaven.

Hove all of yon, Dad& Pop Pop
Charles Weaver

HOME FOR FUNERALS
2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.
NJ License No.3147

in-law, John and Vivian Morris of
Milltown; two sisters, Agnes Pollack
and Margaret Morris and diree broth-
ers, Charles, Thomas and Eugene.

Also surviving are five grandchil-
dren, Danny and Kimberly Arms,
Kelly Baron and Andrew and Kevin
Fox.

Funeral services will begin on Fri-
day, Dec. 12 at 8:30 a.m. in the
McCriskin Home For Funerals, 2425
Plainfield Ave., followed by a Funeral
Mass at 9:30 a.m. in St. Frances Cabrini
RC Church, Piscataway.

Internment will follow in Hillside
Cemetery, Scotch Plains.

Visitation will be held on Thurs-
day from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. in the
funeral home.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the NJ Vet-
erans Memorial Home, P.O. Box
3013, Edison, NJ 08818.

Arthur L. Spencer, 46
Arthur L. Spencer died on Mon-

day, Dec. 8 in Allegheny, Pa.
Born in Summit, he had resided in

South Plainfield for most of his life
before settling in Piscataway.

Since 1995, Art was the operator
of the Spencer Sign Company of
Piscataway. Previously, he was em-
ployed as a car salesman for Green
Brook Ponn'ac, where he was named
salesman of the year. Art had also
worked for Garden State Automo-
tive for 20 years.

Artie is a long time friend of Bill W
His mother, Charlene Spencer,

died on Sunday. Nov. 13 of this year.
Surviving are his children, Tara of

Philadelphia, Bethany and Artie of
Clearmont, Fl. and Steven Carisle of
Piscataway; his father, Arthur Spen-
cer, Jr. of Ocala, Fl.; four sisters,
Cathleen Spencer, Lynne Shinkle,
Kimberley Jackson and Charlene Hall
and two brothers, Michael and Mark
Spencer.

Also surviving are several nieces and
nephews.

Funeral services were held at
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Spencer children's
college fund, C/O 2425 Plainfield
Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

Call Us &
Plan Ahead

Hillside Cemetery
Scotch Plains
908.756.1729

non-profit, non-sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.com

In Loving Memory of
Romaldo Ray Tomei

December 13,1993
Though his smile is gone forever, and his hand

we cannot touch, still we have so many
memories of the one we love so much. His
memory is our keepsake with which we will

neverpatt. God has him in his keeping;
we have him in our hearts.

Sadly missed by his Wife, Children,
Grandchildren, Family & Friends

Calling All Student Writers!
Observer and Hometown Heros to
Sponsor Junior Journalist Writing Contest

The South Plainfield Observer and
Hometown Heros is co-sponsoring
a writing program entitled "The Jun-
ior Journalist Corner." The program
will encourage students to write and
then reward them for their efforts.

The program will be coordinated
and promoted in all South Plainfield
schools. Students will be able to sub-
mit their own original poetry, article,
opinion piece or essay.

Teachers in all of the schools have
agreed to help with and to submit,
the students' original writings to
Hometown Heros and the Observer.
After reading and judging students'
works, a winner will be selected and
his or her article will be published in
the Observerwith a byline each week.
Watch upcoming issues for winners
and published works.

Students whose articles are se-
lected will win a catered dinner for
their families from Hometown
Heros, which will be delivered to
their homes.

At the end of the school year, win-

ning students and their parents will
be treated to a banquet and each will
receive a certificate of achievement
for their journalistic efforts.

All students are encouraged to
submit their essays, poems, opinion
pieces or articles to their teachers.
Each school has already been noti-
fied about the rules on submissions.

We have alrady started to receive
several poems and essays from the
schools. If your teacher has not yet
handed in your work, please remind
them to do so as soon as possible.
We will be reading and judging them
during the next few weeks and an-
nouncing winners soon after. En-
tries must be submitted to the Ob-
server or Hometown Heros by your
teacher.

For more information on the con-
test, or if you would like the name of
your school contact, call the Observer
at (908) 668-0010, or stop by
Hometown Heros, located at 340
Hamilton Blvd. or call them at (908)
755-4376.

Business &
AUTOBODY CARPET/FLOORING

1 SULLIVAN'S

AUTO BODY
1 BodyShop Lie. #02313A

M f B j l k 2210 Hamilton Blvd.
WmSSSm South Plainfield
H p f New Jersey 07080

| Fax: 908-757-3105 ^ ^ ^

Sam tAe Qcvcpet Man

MY WAY
CARPET
ALL TYPES OF FLOORING
119 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

CALL F O R FREE _ % *
ESTIMATE , ^Jpn te

HAIR & NAIL SALON HALL RENTALS |

Manicure—Pedicure —Acrylics
Tips~Fill m~Airoruskmg
Nail Art-Wraps-Waxing

N0W0PCN
SUNDAYS 11-5
M0N-FRI 9:30-8

SATURDAY 8:30-7

154 MAPLE AVE., SO. PLAINFIELD

Lunch Served
Monday-Friday 11 -2

HafcAvatfabkfor
AH Occasions

312 New Market Rd. South Plainfield

(908) 668-9442 (Bar)
(908) 756-8410 (Hall)

Self
Employed?

Get your
name here.

Advertise in this space for
as little as $15 per week.

Call 908-668-0010.

REAL ESTATE

CENTRAL JERSEY
Holistic Health Center and Spa

MASSAGE REFLEXOLOGY
HYPNOSIS REIKI

DOULA LABOR ASSISTANT

2701 Park Ave. So. Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908)561-1511
By Appointment Only

GIFT CERTIFICATES AND GIFT BASKETS

REAL ESTATE

Prudential
Rose REALTORS'1'

Rose Marie Pelton
REALTOR-ASSOCIATE

South Plainiield Resident
For Over 39 Tears

908-753-4450 X302
Toll Free 800 370-2424

Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@atl.net Rose Marie Pelton

J ? Prudential Rose REALTORS"
659 Mountain Boulevanl, Watchung, NJ 07069

Di Francesco I
Realty, Inc.

"Lens Time
Resident cf

South
• lamfii-lii"

Bringing in Buyers from
Various Counties!

Member of 2 Multiple
Listing Systems!

Lori Tangorra
Tangohome2day@aol.com Realtor-Associate

265 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ 07023
(908) 889-0200, Ext. 206
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policereport
• On Dec. 2 a South Plainfield

Ave. resident reported the theft of a
1988 Mazda GT from the parking lot
of his apartment.

• The assistant principal of Grant
School reported that two pieces of
broken concrete had been thrown at
windows on the west side of the
building breaking them.

• On Dec. 3 Maria D. Montanez,
19, of Plainfield was arrested for pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance at a motor vehicle accident.

• A "Piscataway resident reported
the theft of her purse which was left
in a shopping cart outside K-Mart.
The purse was returned to the store,
however $1,001 was missing from a
hidden compartment.

• Twin City Pharmacy on Park
Ave. reported receiving a bad check
from a customer.

• On Dec. 4 the manager of Cen-
tral Transport on New Era Dr. re-
ported the theft of five cartons of
men's golf jackets.

• On Dec. 5 a Mahar Ave. resi-
dent reported his company vehicle
had been entered and a cell phone and
credit card were taken from the glove
compartment.

• A No. Madison Dr. resident re-
ported the theft of a metal Christmas
tree from outside the house.

• An employee of the Gulf gas sta-
tion on Stelton Rd. reported that a
black male had attempted to cash two
checks that appeared fraudulent.
When told the checks would not be
cashed, the suspect became irate,
threatened the employee and threw
merchandise around the store.

• On Dec. 7 Donald Currie, 52,
of Railway was arrested for driving
while intoxicated at a motor vehicle
accident.

• Bravo Market on W 7th St. re-
ported that a customer was attempt-
ing to pass a counterfeit $100 bill.
The customer claimed his boss gave
it to him as part of his pay.

• On Dec. 8 Calvin Wallace, 54,
of Elizabeth was arrested for driving
on a suspended license, driving while
intoxicated and two outstanding war-
rants at a motor vehicle accident.

• A Fla. resident reported that his
driver's side door handle had been
pried out while parked in the Med
Tech parking lot on Century Rd.

• An Ada PI. resident reported the
theft of a bank envelope containing
$54, which was left on the couch in
the living room.

The front door had been left open
while she was taking a shower, and
she believes the theft may have hap-
pened then.

Rates -- $11 for 3 lines (min.) $1 ea. additional line.

10% frequency discounts for 4 insertions.

HELP WANTED
MATURE ORGANIZED RELIABLE
individual needed for a single physician
office open 4 days a week. No evenings
or weekends. 20-25 flexible. Experience
helpful. Please fax resume or request for
interview to (908) 7S6-7944.

DENTAL ASSIST. P/T FOR BUSY
Orthodontic Office in Dunellen. Work
w/great staff (732) 968-4800.

MOTHERS AND OTHERS
Work from home $1200 P/T, $5000 F/T.

1-888-253-4793. www.bwfh.com.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

DINING ROOM SET-CHERRY WITH
1 pc. hutch, table and chairs, new in
boxes. Sell $825. Can deliver. (732) 259-
6690.

MATTRESS AND BOX QUEEN DOU-
ble pillow top. New in bags $149. Can
deliver. (732) 259-6690.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

MATTRESS SET, FULL, NEW IN
plastic. $100. (732) 259-6690.

7 PC. BEDROOM SET-BED, CHEST
dresser & mirror and night stand. New
in box. Value $2600. Sell $975. (732) 259-
6690.

BED-KING MATTRESS SET, NEW
in plastic. Sell $225. (732) 259-6690.

5 PC. BDR SET-NEW IN BOX. LIST
$1299. Sacrifice $565. (732) 259-6690.

FOR RENT
SOUTH PLAINFIELD-2 YR. OLD
Traditions condo, 2 BR, 2BATH, EIK,
balcony, W/D, D/W, C/A. Free fitness/
Pool/Club. Prime loc. $1400/mon.
OBO. (201)739-7841 (C).

2 BDRMS, 2ND FLOOR, EAT-IN-
kitchen, basement. Security & refer-
ences required. $950/month. (908) 756-
0947.

2 FURNISHED OFFICES-LOWER
level, private bath, share kitchen & con-
ference room. Great for accountant or law-
yer. Wired for Internet. Great location &
parking. Call Jeff at (908) 668-1200 or
email jeff.newman@newcodata.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
HANDYMAN

Basements, Renovations, Painting.
NO JOB TOO SMALL.

Reasonable Rates.
Call Kevin (908) 756-8199.

ENTERTAINMENT

HAVING A PARTY?
Disc Jockey-So. Plainfield area only.

Call Mike, (908) 757-6690

MORTGAGES
FAST APPROVALS, GREAT RATES
personalized service, (908) 822-0090.

Professional Services To advertise
call 908-668-0010

COMPUTERS CONTRACTORS

ST Computers

Stan Wilkinson

• New.Computers/Upgrades

• Hardware/Software Installations

• In Home Service

• Some Used Computers Available

Serving South Plainfield for 2 Years

Phone: 908-769-0709
Cell: 732-423-3504
Email: stcomputers@comcast.net

FURNITURE REPAIRS GYMNASTICS PARTIES

{)MJ Complete Home

Finished Basements • Kitchens
• Bathrooms • Decks

Additions • Windows, etc.

CONTRACTING
Call for Free Estimate
732-742-2185

BUILDER &
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

NJ DCA LIC #019771
Since 1981

Lordina Builders
908-753-3850

ADDITIONS • KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Office Renovations

| FREE ESTIMATES "|

FIMITO
Precision

Furniture Repairs
On-Site

Scratches • Gouges • Pet Damage
Water Marks • Bums

Structural Repairs • Broken Joints
Antique Restoration

Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

VV BIRTHDAY
PARTIES

Call American Gymnastics
to book your child's

birthday party.
Fit, Fun & Hassle Free

908-753-AGA1 (2421)

HEALTH &WELLNESS LANDSCAPING LAWN MAINTENANCE

Hua Kang Health Centers |

<

<

Massage, Acupressure, Reflexology
Acupuncture • Chinese Herbs • Facial

Licensed Chinese massage therapists and acupuncturists provide experienced^
Chinese-style services using traditional Chinese medicine methods.
Effective in treatment of various pains, symptoms and body needs.

Appointments/walk-ins welcome. Open 7 days/week, 9:30am-9pm
Gift Certificates and Bonus Program available.
We accept credit carts and health insurance.

1763 Lincoln Highway (RL 27) Edison -732-819-0058
126 Plainfield Ave. Edison • 732-572-5599

275 Rt. 18 South, East Branswick'732-967-1300

Treat yourself
at our three

locations.

|t*iaj

SOUTH PLAINFIELD
COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE

• LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
• HYDRO SEEDING & SOD

• MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
• RETAINING WALLS

• BRICK PAVERS - PATIOS & WALKS
" RESIDENTIAL SCOIWIEMAI

- FREE ESTIMATES -

908-756-7272

Call/or
Free Estimate:
(908) 668-1245

MASONRY MORTGAGES ROOFING PIZZA

rava
SPECIALIZING IN

Brick ' Block
• Concrete • Pavers j ^

Walkways • Additions I

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY

Over 30 Years Experience

908-753-0631
i

FAST APPROVALS...

GREAT RATES...

PERSONALIZED SERVICE^

908-822-0090
2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E

South Plainfield, NJ
; Hsbla Espano!

J. I PENYA^
ROOFING CO

J L REAL ESTATE

ROOFING CO.
COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL

RESIDENTIAL

908-753-4222
FAX 908-753-4763

124 CAMDEN AVE.
SO. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

134[Maple Ave., South Plainfield
(Across From Firehouse)

B Open 7 Dsys

(908) 753-4060
Phone Ahead For Fast Pick Up

Mon. &Thurs. 11 am to 10pm
ii&Sat 11 am-11 pm • Sunday 12pm-1 Opm

SUNDAY SPECIAL t .
2 medium pies!
$9.95

Serving
South Plainfield

Since 1984 ,

Main Street Realty Inc.

Robert Publik
Realtor-Associate

Business:
(732)549-9000 X 358

Evenings:
(908) 755-2709

Robert Publik ™l:

• [ 1

SALON

•9 : •«#••!» «!•••!!>- .«••#}:. f
' Let us put you in a

new trendy look...
Specializing in Color, Foils,
Haircuts, Wedding Parties

L SNOW REMOVAL/SALT SPIRITS

Fc-aturinff £k
;ulB,Ma8saj>i!,Waxiiig&-\mJ,< S

2201 South Clinton Ave. • *
South Plainfield 908-753-5115 m

I Call

KLKTrucking for:
:ure, Bulk

Rock Salt, Ice Control Sand

I Sanding • Salting • Snowplowing I
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434
265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

SOUTH PLAINFIELD

SNOW REMOVAL
PLOWING - SALTING - ANTI-ICING

BACKHOE SNOW LOADERS
Office Buildings • Industrial Plants

Retail Stores • Churches
Apartment & Condo Complexes

24 hour service - Fully Insured

908-756-7272

FREE ESTIMATES ~ FULLY INSURED

24-HOUR
SNOW PLOWING

& SALTING
Call today to

set up your no
obligation estimate

(908) 226-9547

1645 Park Avenue,
South Plainfield

791-9463

Estate Cellars
White Zinfandel

9am-1am
Sundays

$ J>49 1 atn-7pm

(1.5 llterl) " S 4 9

Bring in this ad for 10% off on wines
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Vote Online
For South
Plainfield's
"Unamed"

Eric Seiz, Lou Takacs and Eric Wit-
kowski, three SPHS graduates, are
asking everyone to vote for their band,
Unamed (pronounced Un-named) in
the Hard Rock Ultimate Altitude
Buzz contest taking place right now.

After winning the preliminary and
final competitions at the Hard Rock
Cafe in New York City, they are now
competing against nine other bands
across the nation and Canada.
Unamed is representing the New York
City Hard Rock Cafe. Each of the 10
bands has submitted a single original
song for the contest which can be lis-
tened to online. From the three bands
receiving the most votes, one will be
chosen to open for the Platinum re-
cording band, Simple Plan, in Steam-
boat, Colorado on Jan. 24, 2004.

In order to listen to Unamed and
vote, log onto www.unamed.com or
www.hardrock.com/promo/ultimate

Itookmar]

Voting takes place through Sunday,
Dec. 14. Only one vote per email ad-
dress or the vote will be disqualified!

By Sunnie Randolph

Special Program—On Dec. 17 at
6:30 p.m. Mr. Kurt will perform at
the library. Children and adults of all
ages are encouraged to get in the holi-
day spirit and come to the library and
sing-a-long with Mr. Kurt.

Children's Programs-Dec. 15-20
will be children's story times and crafts
the week of Dec. 15. They will be
held Tuesday morning at 10:30 a.m.,
Thursday afternoon at 1:15 p.m. and
Books-n-Babies on Friday at 10:30
a.m. There will be a special Kidcraft
program on Friday, Dec. 19 at 4 p.m.
for children six and older. Please call
and register for this program.

Books To Keep—Please donate
new children's books to the less for-
tunate children in Middlesex County.
The library will be accepting books
until Dec. 22. You may also make a
monetary donation to the Books to
Keep program. For more informa-
tion, please call the library.

Friends of the Library—The
Friends of the South Plainfield Pub-
lic Library are collecting new warm

"Unamed" hopes to take the top prize in Hard Rock Cafe contest.

In a Holiday
Shopping Panic?

Give the gift they'll use all year....

A subscription to the Observer.
We'll send a gift card along with

with your personal message.

Call us at 908-668-0010.

Thinking about0 it...
Give me a call.

REAL ESTATE
Buying? Selling?

Local, East Coast, West Coast, or Any State

Deal with Licensed Experienced People!!
• NO OBLIGATION •

WAYNE GRENNBER, REFERRAL SPECIALIST
LICENSED SALES REPRESENTATIVE NJ

OFFICE: 800-937-6777
RESIDENCE: 908-755-3138
E-mail: wgrennie@ix.netcom.com

1625 STATE ROUTE 10
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

hats, gloves, mittens and scarves for
the FISH organization. There is a
drop off basket in the display area of
the library.

Book Donat ions—Just a re-
minder that the South Plainfield Pub-
lic Library is always seeking donations
of hardcover and paperback books
that are in good condition. We do
not accept textbooks, encyclopedias
or magazines.

New Books, Videos, DVDs and
CDs—The library has recently added
many new items to the library's col-
lection. This is the season when many
of your favorite authors have new
books out. Take a break from all the
holiday bustle and read a new book.
There are also new videos and DVDs
to watch and CDs to listen to while
you are cleaning or cooking. Sounds
like fun.

Elvis—When the weather is bad
and you can't get to the library to re-
turn your library materials, call Elvis
and renew your items. If Elvis won't
renew, please call the library as soon
as possible to renew and avoid over-
due fines.

Maureen Goldfedder at the recently opened Maureen's Gift Studio,
which offers unique gifts.

Funky, Fine Shopping at Maureen's
Maureen's Gift Studio recently

opened at 1818 Oak Tree Rd. in Edi-
son, and according to owner Maureen
Goldfedder, the store gives her an op-
portunity do what she loves best -
shop.

She's chosen to fill the former doc-
tor's office, which occupies part of her
home, with what she considers to be
"funky, fine gifts." Among the collec-
tion of items for sale are tapestry wall
art and pillows, marble art objects,
NYCO gold and silver enamel art, Tif-
fany pieces, antique style jewelry by
famous designers including Anne Kop-
lik, porcelain dolls, decorator Music

and Motion rhythm wall and table
clocks and tapestry pet motifs.

Maureen has been a registered nurse
at JFK Hospital in Edison for over 25
years and is a certified One Stroke
painter who has been teaching the
craft for three years. After she is settled
in the shop, she hopes to resume giv-
ing classes.

The holiday shopping season is here
and Maureen's Gift Studio offers some
different gift giving ideas so drop in!
Her hours are Tuesday from 3-8 p.m.,
Thursday through Saturday from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday from 12-4
p.m. or call (732) 205-1818.

Invest Wisely!
With Columbia's

NEW
Interest-Bearing

Checking
The Higher Your Balance, the More You Earn!

e
$1 to S9.999.99
$10,000 to $24,999.99
$25,000 to $49,999.99
$50,000 and Above

APY*
.75%

1.15%
1.50%
2.00%

Enjoy These Added Features:
FREE Personalized Checks

FREE Columbia CheckCard

FREE Online Banking

FREE Online Bill Payment

FREE PhoneLinksm
24-Hour Banking Service

FREE Direct Deposit

Stop By The Office Below
And Open Your Account Now!

Columbia
Wank

620 Oak Tree Avenue & Case Drive • South Plainfield, NJ 07000
[900] 757-1055

www. columbiabankordine.com

Count on Columbia. K

The Annual r s r s j g i Yialcs (APYs; shown ars as of pub.'caaon date and a:a subject to change without notice. The APYs may also

change after the account is opened. The minimum balance to earn interest is $1. Tees can reduce aarnings on the account. If at any

time the daily balance in the account is less than $10,000, the account will be assessed a monthly charge of $15. This product is rot

: . _'.•••;-.:.• ;sa-:i is only aue:k . , \:as >n Central and South Jersey.


