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Tigers' Hopes Squashed
Fans rally, but team falls hard to North Plainfield rivals
Photos by Patricia Abbott

Not since the Capulets and Mon-
tagues has there been such a blood-
feud as when the South Plainfield
High School Tigers and the North
Plainfield High School Canucks took
to the field on Thanksgiving Day. The
old-new Thanksgiving football tradi-
tion did indeed continue. The second
annual return of this Thanksgiving
rivalry is a sorely missed SPHS favor-
ite for alumni and a new experience
for others. The decades-old tradition
came to an end in the eighties.

The festivities began on Wednes-
day evening with the prerequisite pep
rally. The gym was transformed into
a shrine for the Tigers. Green and
white streamers and balloons filled
the air; colorful banners and post-
ers covered a portion of the upper
bleachers. Enthusiastic cheerleaders,
football players, color guard and the
Tiger Marching Band were joined
by a crowd of boisterous spectators,
students, teachers, parents and die-
hard Tiger fans from years gone by.
School spirit seemed
to become a living
entity.

The SPHS color
guard strutted their
stuff, expertly toss-
ing and twirling flags
and rifles in time to
the upbeat rhythm.
Cheerleaders' en-
ergetic chants, second only to the
applause, filled the room. Football
players, color guard and cheerlead-
ers were introduced with kudos going
to senior members. When the energy
and decibel level reached a near
frenzy, the crowd was led outside for

SPHS Varsity Cheerleading Squad seniors raise school spirit at the Tigers pre-game pep rally Wednesday night.

Gulf Station
Robbed

On November 28 at 5:48 a.m.,
officers responded to a report of a
burglary at the Gulf Gas Station, on
Stelton Rd.

Sometime overnight, the business
alarm was disabled, and a security
gate and door jamb were pried open.
The cash register, lottery register and
ATM were also pried open. An un-
determined amount of cash, lottery
tickets and cigarettes were removed.
The burglary is being investigated by
Detective James Foran of the South
Plainfield Detective Bureau.

Pearl Harbor
Services at VFW

Memorial Post 6763 VFW will
observe the 62nd Anniversary of the
attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japa-
nese with a brief service on Sunday,
Dec. 7 at 7 p.m. at the Post Home,
155 Front Street. Coffee and cake will
be served after the service. The public
is invited.

For more information, call (908)
668-9751 after 3 p.m. daily and after
12 noon on weekends.
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L, a bonfire. Within
I seconds the South
I Plainfield Fire De-
1 partment brought
I the lumber to life.
I The power of the
I flames illuminated
I hopes of a Tiger
1 victory. Students

« —*—•—W lined the fence
for a close up look at the blaze, and
seniors savored the final hours before
their last game. All too soon the fire
began to die out and the crowd slowly
thinned, heading home to await the
big day.

It was a memorable moment for

Hey Mom, Look at Us Now!
"Sleepy Clown" Alex Petronko, 13,
marched in the Macy's Thanksgiving
Day Parade, while sister Kimmy, 9, par-
ticipated by riding on the Build-A-Bear
float with pop star Aaron Carter (be-
low). Alex and Kimmy are the daugh-
ters of Patty and Ray Petronko.

Senior Kaitlin Bundy. "As a senior
cheerleader, this year's second an-
nual Thanksgiving Day pep rally was
a great way to help end the season.
The excitement generated by every-
one-the band, the cheerleaders, and
the football players-was remarkable.
It was touching to see the amount
of school spirit that was produced
at the event. It will be an occasion
I will remember and cherish for the
rest of my life. I had a great time this
football season and will always miss
the games."

Thanksgiving morning dawned
bright and sunny. Unlike last year's
frigid temperatures, it was a perfect
day for a football game. Follow-
ing the tradition to alternate home
fields, the game was played at North
Plainfield's Kraus field. The coin toss
was performed by the school's respec-
tive homecoming Royalty.

The Tigers roared up and down
the field, fighting and charging with
the tenacity of their ferocious feline
namesake. Despite their tremendous
efforts, the game went to the Ca-
nucks. With a casual bravado, Tiger
fans describe the game as a "close
one," with a final score of 14-44.

The return of the South versus
North tradition was not without a
glitch or two; It also brought the re-
turn of a negative tradition, pranks
against the opposing school. During
the game, North Plainfield cheerlead-
ers reportedly tore the tiger mascot's
costume, bent several color guard flag
poles and removed several cheerleader
megaphones and pom poms.

Athletic Director Mike Buggey
noted while the pranks were minor,
they took away from the spirit of the
day. Pranks such as these are the only
thing that mar the rivalry.

OurLadyofCzestochowa
Celebrates 60 Years

Our Lady of Czestochowa (OLC) Roman Catholic Church Pastor Rev. J.
Maciej Melaniuk with Metuchen Diocese Bishop Paul Bootkoski at
the celebration of OLC's 60th anniversary.

By Patricia Abbott

On the first Sunday of Advent,
1943 the Polish parishioners of
Our Lady of Czestochowa Roman
Catholic Church held their first
mass in their new church, a reno-
vated building purchased from Camp
Kilmer. Sixty years later on Sunday,
Nov. 23, they quietly observed their
anniversary with a mass celebrated
by Bishop Paul Bootkoski of the
Metuchen Diocese. The presence of
the Bishop was considered a great
honor by the OLC parishioners. A
dinner dance was held at the parish
hall immediately following the ser-
vice. Over 140 people attended the

anniversary dinner.
Two special presentations high-

lighted the otherwise low key event.
On behalf of the Borough Council,
Mayor Dan Gallagher presented a
proclamation commemorating the
OLC anniversary. Senator Barbara
Buono, Assemblymen Peter Barnes
and Patrick Diegnan also presented
a similar resolution from the New
Jersey State Legislature.

Photos from the celebratory
mass can be viewed at www.jb-photos.
com/events/anniversary/.

OLC Pastor, Rev. J. Maciej Melan-
iuk, was officially installed on Oct.
23, 2002. He is the fourth pastor in
OLC's history.


