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Teachers Contract OKd; Board Member Resigns

Contract Gives Teachers 13.9%

Jeffreys Resigns BOE,

Sites Fiscal Concerns

Dawn Jeffreys, a member of the
Board of Education for more than six
years, surprised everyone at Tuesday
night's Board of Ed meeting by re-
signing her seat on the board.

Jeffrey's frustration could be heard
as she read her statement before a

vote was taken on the newly negoti-
ated three-year teacher contract. She
said that since April she has been
asking specific questions about the
Board’s financial condition and if,
in fact, there was enough money to

(Continued on page 12)

Resndents don vintage attire for the Town History Day fashlon show See page 12 for additional photos.

Pay Increase Over Three Years

Members of the Board of Educa-
tion voted to approve the negotiated
teacher’s agreement and salary guides
for the years 2003 through 2006 dur-
ing Tuesday night's meeting.

After Board Member Dawn Jef-
freys read a letter stating her reasons

Borough Explores Its Roots at History Day

by Patricia Abbott

Last Sunday's first annual Town
History Day received raves from all
who attended. The event, sponsored
by the South Plainfiield Historical
Society and held at the Senior Cen-
ter, saw a non-stop flow of guests
throughout the day. Dr. Richard

Veit’s lecture and the 1951 home
movie of the 25th anniversary parade
had standing room only. The visitors
ranged in age from youths to senior
citizens. From entertainment to an-
tique cars and rare photographs, there
was something for everyone.

Each room in the center represented

Visi the Haunted Woods Tour at Putnam Park next uesday, Wednesday

and Friday. Proceeds benefit South Plainfield Lions Club.

a well-known South Plainfield busi-
ness from the past, including "The
Favorite Spot," "Hollywood Gardens"
and "Mrs. Phillips Candy Store." Nu-
merous community groups featured
displays. The dozens of photographs
and newspaper clippings led many on
a stroll down memory lane.

The event, concieved by Kathy
Horvath, Lynn Fasolo and Dorothy
Meile, was inspired by a trip to the
Metuchen History Day. Meile noted
she likes to quote Larry Randolph to
describe the Historical Society’s ob-
jective: "Preservation brings out the
soul of the community and shows
that it has a sense of pride and self
awareness."

The Putnam Park Hannted Woods
Tour cast is hard at work gearing up
to garner gasps and giggles. The

. South Plainfield Almost Famous

Players show opens on Tiresday; Oct.
28 and runs Wednesday, Oct. 29 and
Halloween, Oct. 31. The show has
the support of Mayor Gallagher and
the Borough Council.

The mini tour will circle the newly
renovated Putnam Park jogging trail
utilizing sections of the wooded
areas. Audience members will as-
sist brave tour guides in ridding the
park of the “Evil One,” a sorceress
who has found a way to turn fiction
and fantasy into reality. Creatures of

for resigning, the remaining board
members voted unanimously to
approve the agreement. The board
also approved the contract agreement
with the secretaries and school aids.

The contract calls for an increase
of 4.9 percent during the 2003/2004
school year, 4.5 percent in 2004/2005
and 4.45 percent in 2005/2006. All
teachers hired before July 1, 2003
will receive the full family health care
coverage of their choice. Previously

they had to wait three years. Any new -

teachers hired since July 2003 will get
HMO coverage. According to board
member Mike English, there will be
an immediate savings of $51,000
and a projected savings hundreds
of thousands. The teachers also gave

. backtwo days of service. The Observer

did attempt to obtain a copy of the
agreement, but has been told it is not
yet available.

According to English, the salary
raises are on average for Middlesex
County, "Not above it or below it. I
believe that this contract is an agree-
ment of mutual respect, between
the Board of Education and South

Plainfield Education Association
(SPEA),” English explained. “And I
do believe that for the first time, the
Board of Education and SPEA have
mutually agreed to finally put a con-
trol on the health benefit costs.”
(Continned on page 12)

Massaro Named
Asst.Superintendent

South Plainfield High School
Principal Anthony Massaro was ap-
pointed Assistant Superintendent
of. Curriculum and Instruction at
Tuesday night's BOE meeting:

A very popular choice for the
position, Massaro has been SPHS
principal since 1994 and has worked
in the South Plainfield district since
1985, serving as assistant high school
principal, middle school principal,
Roosevelt School principal and as a
social studies teacher at SPHS.

Massaro will start on Jan. 1, 2004
at a salary of $123,014. The board
will now begin the process of select-

_ing a principal for the high school.

Mayor Dan Gallagher %
has issued a proclama-
tion declaring curfew
hours for Mischief
Night and the hours
for trick or treating.

" A curfew of 6 p.m.
will be imposed and strictly en-
forced for all minor residents of
South Plainfield on “Mischief
Night,” Thursday, Oct. 30.

On Friday, Oct. 31, “Trick or
Treat Day,” all trick or treat activi-
ties will be conducted between the
hours of 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.

The mayor is also requesting
young children be accompanied
by a parent or other responsible

T

Mayor Sets Halloween Curfew

-y &

adult. Also all house-
holds can indicate
their willingness to
‘welcome children
by keeping their
porch or exterior
lights on. Young-
sters should only call on homes
with their lights on.

Gallagher is also asking that
parents carefully examine any food
and candy the children receive and
make sure that it has not been tam-
pered with. Parents should follow
the rule “if in doubt-throw it out”
when any evidence of tampering
with packaging or surfaces of con-
sumable products is noticed.

the night will be lurking in shadows
throughout the park.

The show features over 30
performers of all ages, including
residents Lory and Bob Alcaro, Al-
lison Katla, Kristen Nietzer, Keisha
Nietzer, Leo Campos, Justina Caru-
bia, Katie Mott, Jake Levine, Kaitlin
Bundy, Shannen Rivers, Christina
Martin, Chris Abbott, Martt Nigro,
Samantha Horvath, Alexa Kunch,
Marissa Klein and many more.
Joining Almost Famous Players for
the first time are Jackie and Jes-
sica Ostrowski of Bound Brook and
Jonathan, Rori and Matt Bergman of
Hillsborough.

‘Haunted Woods Tourat Putnam Park

The evening will include a face
painting booth to benefit the SPHS
Class of 2004, balloon sculptures

for the emergency services—fire and

rescue, refreshments, card readings
and more.

Staff members are Patricia Ab-
bott-director/scriptor; Dan Dvorak-
production manager, Lory Alcaro-
finances, Debi Espisito-printing,
Jake Levine, Chris Abbott-combat
choreographers and Jonathan Berg-

‘man-stage manager. Come out and

support this new South Plainfield

Halloween show.
Almost Famous Players goal is
(Continued on page 12)
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Meets twice 2 month on the first-and third Thursday.
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. (New Time) < Questions? 908-226-7605.
AGENDA MEETING ........cconneemmemsssnssssnasssssssnane PUBLIC MEETING

Thursday, October 23
.. Thursday, November 13
Thursday, December 11

Monday, November 10 .......
Monday, December 8 ....

All meetings of the Governing Body are held in accordance with New Jersey Open Public
Meetings Act (NJSA 10:4-6 et seq) in the Council Chambers at 2480 Plainfield Avenue.

Meets second and fourth Tuesday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 7 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7641
Oct. 28, Nov. 11(n0 meeting) Nov. 25, Dec. 9, Dec 23.

Meets second and fourth Thursday of the month
Borough Hall Council Chambers, 8 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7641

Oct. 30, Nov. 6, Nov. 20, Dec. 4, Dec. 18.

 boardofeducationmeslings

Grant School Gymnasium on Cromwell Place unless otherwise noted
Committee of the Whole meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m.: Nov. 11, Dec 9
Regular Board Meeting held Tuesdays at 8 p.m.: Nov. 18, Dec 16

The Taxpayers Advisory Group (TAG) meets the fourth Tuesday of every month at
Borough Hall, 2480 Plainfield Ave. at 7 p.m. Questions? 908-769-0786.

Meets once a month on the third Tuesday of the month, 8 p.m.
Nov. 18, Dec. 16.

Meets once a month on the first Tues&ay of the month, except July and 'Augusl
PAL Building, Maple Ave. 7 p.m. « Questions? 908-226-7716
November 11 (Nov. 4 is Election Day) and December 2.

environmentalcomimission

Meets once a month (second Wednesday)
Bornugh Hall Conference Room, 8 p.m. * Questions? 908-226-7621

Meets once a month (first Wsdnesday) 3
Bornugh Hall Gouncil Chambers, 5 p.m. ¢ Questions? 908 757-8100

Meets once a month (fourth Wednesday) at 7 p.m.
in the Conference Room, Borough Hall
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SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES

We look forward to hearing from all of you and encourage you to send in your
stories and photos. The South Plainfield Observer is your paper. Please let us
know what you would like to see in it.

To get an article published in the South Plainfield Observer:

1. Type (double spaced) the article you wish published.

2. Mail, fax or drop it at: South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Department, 1110
Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080 or drop it in the box at
Mohn's Flowers on Plainfield Ave. or at (908) 668-8819 or e-mail us at
spobserver.com or ggnan@aol.com or ngrennie@ix.netcom.com. Include
your name, address, telephone number.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters may be submitted by mail to South Plainfield Observer, Editorial Dept.,
1110 Hamilton Blvd. Suite 1B, South Plainfield, NJ 07080, by email:
ggnan@aol.com or fax 908-668-8819. Letters should not exceed 400 words.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity or length. It is the editor's discretion to
limit the number of letters submitted by one individual on the same subject.
The opinions expressed in “Letters” do not necessarily reflect the opinion of
the Observer. All letters must be submitted with name and phone number, for
verification.
\

INYOUROPINION

Dear Editor,

*To all of our neighbors and friends
(both old and new), thank you all so
much for your wonderful support dur-
ing our daughter Olivias recent acci-
dent. Olivia was riding her bike a few
weeks ago when she was struck by a
car. Thankfully, she was wearing her
helmet and her injuries weren’t severe.
It was a very traumatic event, not just
for our family but for many. She was
not in our neighborhood when the ac-
cident occurred. Among her injuries,
she sustained a concussion and was very
disoriented which intensified the trauma
because nobody knew her. Thank you,
thank you, to our new friends on South
Central Ave., especially the Rochotte
and Howard families, for your imme-
diate action and response to help Olivia.
You area blessing. And to everyone who
called, wrote, sent cards, best wishes,
gifts and meals, we are thankful and
grateful for your care and support.
Olivia has gone back to school and con-
tinues to do well.

This paper recently printed a letter
to the editor from someone who lives
in that area expressing concern with the
busy intersection where the accident
took place. Cars do rush up and down
South Central going to and from the
schools. Additionally, many children
coming from Grant, the middle school
and the high school cross this area ev-
ery day and must contend with the traf-
fic. I believe that a four-way stop at the
intersection of South Central and
Conklin would greatly benefit the
community’s safety. The Traffic Safety
Advisory Council meets the fourth
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m. in
the Borough Hall conference room.
Let’s all work with the commission to
make this happen.

Finally, please, everyone take the op-
portunity to once more eXpress to your
child the importance of wearing a hel-
met at all umes. Not just biking but
skateboarding, rollerskating and on the

-scooter, too. It saved Olivia from much

more severe trauma that day. It may

have even saved her life.
SINCERELY,
THE BUTLER FAMILY

Dear Editor,

On Oct. 9, the mayor and council
recognized members of the South
Plainfield Rescue Squad and the South
Plainfield Fire Department, along with
paramedics from Muhlenburg Hospi-
tal for their response and efforts in tend-
ing to aseverely injured driver impaled
in her vehicle. Mary Weishaar’s vehicle
exited the roadway and struck a chain
link fence on Oak Trec Ave. The im-
pact with the fence caused a metal pipe
to be driven through the windshield of
her vehicle and into her body; causing
serious injuries to the victim.

TI'would like to recognize several oth-
ers who played a vital role that morn-
ing. When an emergency callis phoned
in through the police department or
through the “911” system, civilian po-
lice department employees answer the
phone, dispatch the proper emergency
services and give directions on assisting
victims to callers over the phone. Po-
lice officers, sometimes referred to as
“first responders,” are dispatched and
usually arrive prior to the rescue and
fire personnel.

Communications officers this day
consisted of Timothy Kelly and Stephen
Perhach. These members of the police
department handled phone calls and
dispatched fire, rescue and paramedics
to the scene.

Also dispatched were members of the
South Plainfield Police Department.
The first people to arrive on the scene
were police officers Richard Rogers and
Sherlyn Courtney, who assessed the
scene and began rendering first aid to
the victim.

Police officer Tara Bullock, along
with other members of the “Bravo
Shift,” also responded that morning to
divert traffic off the roadway and clear
the way for emergency vehicles to re-
spond.

All members of the aforementioned
services deserve the praise of the mayor,
council and public at large for the out-
standing duties that they perform, both

this and every day. As a friend and col-
league, I want to express my thanks to
the members of the South Plainfield
Police Department who assisted Mary
Weishaar on June 12. Thank you!
BRIAN K. IARRAPINO, STATE
DELEGATE, P.B.A. LOCAL 100

To the Editor;

Many residents were looking forward
to a debate where the council candidates
would talk about their plans for the
Borough directly and not through
weekly press releases, letters and photo
ops.

The South Plainfield Business Asso-
ciation had the date, the time, the place
and the Republican Candidates—but
the Democratic Candidates could not
find the time to come talk to the people
who they expect to re-elect them. They
either have something to hide, do not
want to answer to the people who have
been affected by their mismanagement,
back-door deals and fiscal hocus-pocus,
or they take the voters for granted and
see no reason to stand up and explain
their statements.

They only want to hear from you on
Election Day. Well, let’s send them a
message.

Elect Republicans Marge Reedy and
Ray Rusnak to the Borough Council.
They will work for you and talk to you.
Call Marge (908) 561-3951 or Ray
(908) 561-7076 and ask the questions
you wanted to have answered at the de-
bate.

SINCERELY,
BILL SEESSELBERG

Letter to the Editor:

I see that the Mayor and Borough
Council bave again brought in a bud-
get with no tax increase—for the fourth
time in the last six years. This is an amaz-

accomplishment when you consider
the budget problems all over the coun-
try. This shows that the Democrats’
strategy of Pay As You Go may sound
corny, but it sure does work. The Bor-
ough should operate like any houschold
in South Plainfield—with a strict bud-
get. Our borough leaders should not
be writing checks on the backs of our
children and grandchildren by borrow-
ing wildly and the Democrats have got-
ten us back on sound fiscal ground by
cutting the Borough’s debt by 50% over
the last ten years. This conservative fi-
nancial policy is also amazing when you
consider all of the improvements in
South Plainfield over the past few years,
such as the improvements to Putnam
Park, the improvements to the girls’
softball complex, the paving of the park-
ing areas at the junior baseball complex,
the addition at the PAL, the new senior
recreation center and the new senior
housing complex. Quite clearly, the
Democrats are doing something right
and they deserve the chance to keep
doing it. Please re-elect Bob Cusick and
Ray Petronko to the Borough Council
on Election Day.

JOSEPHINE BALKO

To the Editor:

In a time when violence is so preva-
lent in our society and our schools, I
would have hoped that the South
Plainfield Democratic Organization

Submit Letters fo the Editor:

The October 24 issue is the last
opportunity for readers to sub-
mit political letters regarding
the Nov. 4 election. Any politi-
cal letters published in the Oct.
31 issue will be in response to
previously published letters.
Deadline for submission is Mon-
day, 5 p.m., no exceptions.

would have used better judgement in
their political ad depicting a gun-tot-
ing individual secking budgetary assis-

ce.
KATHLEEN A. DIMEGLIO

To the Editor: F

As a longtime resident of South
Plainfield, I have seen many people get
elected to the Borough Council, they
serve their terms and they go by the
wayside. When you look back, you can’t
identify one accomplishment they had.
That’s certainly not the case with Coun-
cilman Ray Petronko. Ray is a truly re-
markable man. Ray has spearheaded the
building of our senior citizen recreation
center, the expansion of the PAL, the
installation of slides at the community
pool, improvements to Putnam Park as
well as improvements to”every other
park in town. In his spare time, Ray
also is the secretary of the South
Plainfield Volunteer Fire Department.
The valuable contribution Ray has
made to South Plainfield are unparal-
leled. Ray deserves to be re-elected on
Election Day. Please vote for Ray
Petronko and his running mate, Bob
Cusick, for Borough Council.

GARY VESCE

Dear Editor:

Lastweek I was on the couch watch-
ing late-night TV and David Letterman
was doing his top-ten list. Maybe Pm
mistaken, but I could swear this is what
Theard:

Top Ten Reasons Why it’s Fun to be
South Plainfield’s All-Democratic
Mayor and Council:

- 10. We can repay our campaign con-
tributors by giving them millions in no-
bid contracts.

9. We can give carte blanche to our
rich builder friends.

8. We can hold secret council meet-
ings in our homes.

7. We can get our chums jobs run-
ning Borough Hall.

6. If we want to add a deck, we can
simply change the zoning ordinance.

(Continued on page 7).

Fancy Fnuds

Gourmet Gift Baskets »

2325 Plainfield Dve.
South Plainkield
(908) 5412808

Corporate Accounts Welcome,

Hair Salon

Want a New Look?

\Stop in at Carousel Hair Salon for an appointment.
i We're always happy to see you! ‘

307 Oak Tree Ave.

908-668-8397

Y Wed-Fri 8am—4pm Sat 6:45am-3pm, Closed Sun/Mon/Tues
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American Gymnastics owners Mary Marino, recreational director and
Jason Bauer, team director.

American Gymnastics Academy

Opens in South Plainfield

By Jane Dornick

American Gymnastics Academy,
formerly Feigley’s School of Gymnas-
tics, located at 4475 South Clinton
Ave., has new owners, new manage-
ment and new ideas.

Owners Mary Marino, Jason and
Sarah Bauer recently took over the
large facility and have literally re-
vamped the place. With a fresh coat of
paint and new state-of-the-art equip-
ment, they hope to make this a pre-
mier facility for children from ages
three to 18. They are also simulta-
neously opening another facility in

Flemington.

This is their first endeavor together
and between Mary and Jason they have
over 40 years combined experience in
the field of gymnastics. Both are former
gymnasts, coaches and officials. The
school’s goal is to build self-confidence
through fitness and fun. They offer
preschool and recreational classes,
cheer, dance and gymnastic competi-
tive teams. Birthday parties are also
available.

For more information, you can con-
tact American Gymnastics at (908)
753-2421 or mfo@amcncangym-
Nastics.org.
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Please be advised that all
voters who used to vote at
the old Roosevelt School
(Districts 4, 10 & 15) will
now be required to vote in
the information center
(room #53) located in the
new Roosevelt School.

If anyone has any ques-
tons, please contact the
Municipal Clerk’s Office at
(908) 226-7606.

attention all voters

Two Buméd
In Chemical

Accident

Two employees of Recycle Inc., lo-

cated on Harmich Rd., were burned’

by acid last Wednesday when a liquid
leaked from a broken hose.

Greg Alexander, 36, of Woodbridge
.was processing a barrel for recycling
when a hose containing acid broke and
sprayed him. He sustained burns to the
face and mouth. Another employee,
Pedro Caetano, 33, of Newark came
to his aid and reccived burns on his
arms. Both were taken by the South
Plainfield Rescue Squad to Muhlen-
berg Regional Medical Center.

Recycle Inc. employees were evacu-
ated for a brief time and Middlesex
County HAZMAT was also called to
the scene. The plant is responsible for
cleaning and recycling barrels that con-
tain hazardous materials.

_Explosives Found After Car Fire

On Oct. 13, officers responded to
2500 Hamilton Blvd. on a report of
a motor vehicle fire. Upon arrival,
the officers observed a 2002 black
Acura SUV owned by Precision Au-
tomotive, Atlantic Beach, New York,

Man Robbed,

On Oct. 16 Tulio Coral, a 61 year-
old resident of Bronx, New York was
approached in the parking lot of Fiserv,
40 Craigwood Rd. by a dark skinned
Hispanic male, approximately 62",
with short, dark hair, wearing a beige
shirt and dark pants. He had a small
handgun in his right hand and stated
in Spanish, “If you scream Tl shoot
you.”

The victim was instructed to get out

engulfed in flames. The vehicle was
located on the east side of the build-
ing in the parking lot.

The South Plainfield Fire Depart-
ment and Fire Inspector responded
to the scene. A strong odor of gaso-

Auto Stolen

of his car and the suspect then drove

off with his vehicle, a white 1995
Chevy Van. An older model, a maroon
four-door vehicle followed that car out
of the parking lot.

The victim’s car was later located
by Det. Gary Kline at the rear of 901
Hadley Rd. Missing were 14 brown
bags containing cancelled checks from
Banco Popular, which the victim was
delivering to Fiserv.

siilaisoicsm dads e
Phone: (908) 755-2289
Cell: (908) 581-3610
The E-Mail: SoPlfdDoc@aol.com

House-Call
Azello
Chiropractic Center, P.C.

Doc
Dr. Patrick M. Aiello, D.C.

“We Come To You”

TAX RETURNS PREPARED ° WILLS, CLOSINGS
INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS * PERSONAL INJURY
WORKERS COMPENSATION

PAUL W. GRZENDA

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
ATTORNEY AT LAW

HOUSE CALLS AVAILABLE
SO. PLAINFIELD OFFICE Tel.: (908) 769-8602

line emanated from the interior of the
vehicle. The fire was determined to
be suspicious. The vehicle was towed
and secured at the South Plainfield
Road Department to be examined
further.

The next day, Det. Gary Kline and
Fire Inspector Edward Laferrera re-
sponded to the Road Department to
examine the vehicle. Upon their in-
spection, two improvised explosive
devices were located inside the ve-
hicle. One device had apparently al-
ready detonated at the time of the
fire. A second device was determined
to be intact and live.

The State Police Bomb Squad,
Middlesex County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice and the South Plainfield Fire De-
partment responded to the location.
A local deli and the Road Depart-
ment were evacuated. Belmont Ave.,
between Metuchen Rd. and Spicer
Ave., was closed to traffic for approxi-
mately 30 minutes. A bomb techni-
«cian disabled and removed the device.
The case is currently under investi-
gation by Det. Kline.

e L

Win a Quilt!

The Friends of the South Plainfield
Public Library are raffling offa beauti-
ful handmade quilt. Stop by the library
anytime and purchase your tickets at
the Circulation Desk or from a Friend
of the Library. The cost is $1 for each
ticket or a book of ten for $10.

You must be 18 years or older to

. buy tickets. Please make check/money

order payable to the Friends of the
South Plainfield Public Library, 2484
Plainfield Ave., South Plainfield, NJ
07080.

Elks Selling

Entertainment Books
The South Plainfield Flks Veterans

“Committee is selling the 2004 Enter-

tainment Book for $30 each. For more
information, please call Lou Peralta at
(908) 756-6406.

Freeholder John Pulomena, left, presents the $1M check from the
Middlesex County Freeholders to Mayor Dan Gallagher, right, and
Councilmen Bob Cusick and Ray Petronko, center. The grant will be
used to upgrade the parks and recreation areas in South Plainfield.

The New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs announced that the
Borough of South Plainfield has re-
ceived $200,000 in Extraordinary Aid
for 2004, which will help offset mu-
nicipal tax increases.

“In recognition of South Plainfield’s
need for this additional revenue due
to unforeseen expenses, we have
worked tirelessly with the State to take
that added tax burden off of local resi-
dents,” said Senator Barbara Buono.

Eligibility requirements for Extraor-
dinary Aid were determined primarily
on the need to offset municipal tax in-
creases. resulting from circumstances

.| beyond the control of the local gov-

ernment, according to the Division of
Local Government Services within
DCA.

In-response to the 9-11 terror at-
tacks, South Plainfield continued nec-
essary upgrades to the Police Depart-
ments 911 response systems. In addi-
tion, the municipality also increased
staffing to police, fire, and emcrgency
services departments.

“Due to the increased financial dc—
mands placed on South Plainfield, this
added source of revenue was needed

)

South Plainfield Receives
$200,000 Extraordinary Aid

in order to help keep taxes stable for
our residents,” said Assemblyman
Patrick Diegnan.

Aside from public safety funding, the
municipality also incurred moderately
higher employee health benefit costs.
Changes in insurance providers also
created higher co-payments for some
employees.

“With town employees already pay-
ing a higher cost for their health cov-
erage, it was critical the'State cleared
this Extraordinary Aid funding to off-
set increases in municipal property
taxes,” said Assemblyman Peter J.
Barnes ]r ;

Au)A SANTOS
ASSISTANT VICE PRESIDENT
BrancH MANAGER

Valley National Bank

Durham Ave. & Hamilton Blvd
South Plainfield, NJ 07080

(908) 757-5868
Fax (908) 757-0494

Boyds Bears ¢ Village Candles * Personalized Handcrafted Items

Specializing in Children’s Craft

Birthday Parties!
Wo beat the competition hands down in price & qualit;
Birthday Child Free for Party of 12 or more

Scout Troops Welcome - Parties Starting at $9.99-Aues 2 & Up

24 South Plainfield Avenue 908-755-5060

Boyds Bears * Village Candles * Personalized Handcrafted Items

Hundreds of
ideas lo
choose from

* Boyds Bears * Village Candles

Fast AppROVALS... GREAT RATES...PERSONALIZED SERVICE
We Specialize in No Cost Refinancing
Free Pre-Qualifications
Purchases ¢ Refinance * Debt Consolidation
Past Credit Problems Understood
No Income Verification I,oans
Borrow up to 125% of Value * Loans
Mixed Use and Commercial Properties

Mike Dixon
President

Ticensed Mortgage Broker - NJ Dept. of Banking

=eecors Q0 8.822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E South Plainfield, NJ
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Ed Niemczyk to be
Honored at Dinner

October 25

The South Plainfield Police Athletic
League and the South Plainfield Rec-
- reation Commission will honor Ed-
ward Niemczyk as the first recipient of
the “Cappy” Award at a dinner on Sat-
urday, Oct. 25. This award is given to
someone who has devoted countless
hours to the community of South
Plainfield, especially to its youth.

The event will be held at the Senior
Citizens Center at 6:30 p.m. Entertain-
ment will also be provided. Tickets are
available at the PAL for $15 per per-
son. For more information, call the
PAL at (908) 226-7713.

Cheerleaders, Football
Players Plan Flea Market
October 25

The South Phinfield High School
cheerleaders and football players will
be holding a Flea Market on Saturday,
Oct. 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. rain or
shine. The flea market will be held in
the cafeteria if it rains.

Come out and support our SPHS
cheerleaders and football players.

Rooseveli 1st Annual
October Festival
October 25

Roosevelt Elementary School invites
you to attend its First Annual October
Festival on Saturday, Oct. 25 at the new
Roosevelt School from 12-3 p.m.

There will be hayrides, carnival rides,
games, miniature golf, cotton candy,
popcorn and a whole lot of fun!

Hope to see you there!

Jane Doherty Ghost

Tour at Liquid Assets
Sunday, Oct. 26 & Nov. 2

Ghost hunter Jane Doherty will be
hosting a ghost tour of Liquid Assets
at 118 New Market Ave. on Sunday,
Oct. 26 and Sunday, Nov. 2 every hour
starting at 2 to 5 p.m. The bar will be
closed until the 5 p.m. tour. No reser-
vations are necessary. Tickets are $10.
For more information contact Jane at

SEND YOUR
EVENTS TO:

South Plainfield Observer,
1110 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1B, South
Plainfield, NJ 07080 or
fax (908) 668-8819; email ggnan@aol.com.

What’s
happening in

OCTOBER

Daily Events
9-11 AM Coffee & Cake
9 AM-4 PM Cards & Pool
(908) 754-1047

The Senior Citizen’s Genter is open Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
NOW OPEN SATURDAYS 9:00 A.M. TO 12:30 PM.

Senior Center

EVENTS

MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY| THURSDAY FRIDAY
Shopping Day 9am: Bingo 10am-2pm
0 Vide%pEx%erisye 23 Pizzga Lunch 24
% 0 0 ( Class 9:30-10:30AM Computer Cldss
EVENTS Practical Crafts 10-11am |10am-11am
g Computer Class 1-2pm
oween D e INO Decorative Painting
2:30-3:30pm
Garing and i Bingo 10am-2pm Exercise 8:45-9:45 Shopping Day 9am Bingo 10am-2pm
Sharigg 10am 27 Lad?es Social 1p0am28 Line Dancing 1(}11:3029 Vide%pEfercis); 30 Pizga Lunch 31
Adult Crafts -|Computer Classes Movie Time 11:30am 9:30-10:30am Computer Class 10-11am
9:30-11:30am 10-11am or 2-3pm AARP Crafts 1pm Practical Crafts 10-11 am

Yoga 10:30-11:30am
Drawing Class 11:30-1

(908) 757-2508 or visit wwwjane-
dohertv.com.

Ponytail Softball
Association Meeting
October 28

The South Plainfield Ponytail Par-
ents’ Association will hold their next
meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 28 at 7:30
p.m. in the South Plainfield Middle
School Library.

If you are interested in becoming a
member and being involved in girl’s
Ponytail softball, please j6in us on Oct:
28.-New members are always wel-
come. Officers will be elected for the
2004 season.

Polish Home Plans
Halloween Party
November 1

The Polish Home, located on New
Market Ave. is planning a Halloween
Party on Saturday, Nov. 1 from 8 p.m.
to 1 a.m. The cost of $25 per person
includes open bar, food, music and
prizes. For further information, call
(908) 668-9442.

Rainbow Academy
Plans Open House
November 8

Rainbow Academy Child Care Cen-
ter, located ar 2177 Oak Tree Rd., will
hold an Open House on Saturday, Nov.
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THE SoutH PLAINFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

invites you lo attend a

Wine Tasting

sponsored by Oak Tree Buy-Rite Liquors

Saturday, Nov. 15, 6 to 11 p.m.
at Embassy Suites, Piscataway
Tickets, $40, include the wine tasting reception
from 6-9 p.m. and a cash bar,
DJ and dancing from 9-11 p.m.

There are special rate hotel rooms
available for overnight stay.

For tickets or more information, contact:
Mike Gallagher (908) 755-9874
John Celentano (908) 757-5691 or
Buy-Rite Liquor (908) 561-0051
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Computer Class 1-2pm

8, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Inaddition to theOpen House, you
are invited to visit the center for a tour
during normal operating hours (7 a.m.
to 6:30 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day). For directions and additional in-
formation, visit their website at

Annual Election Day
Supper at OLC -

' November 4

The Annual Election Day Supper
sponsored by Our Lady of Czesto-
chowa Rosary Society will be held on
Tuesday, Nov. 4 at the OLC Parish
Hall on Hamilton Blvd. from 4 to 7

p-m.

For information, call Ann at (908)
757-4192. For take-out-orders call
OLC Hall on Nov. 4 after 3 p.m at
(908) 575-4192.

Senior Center
Allantic City Trips

November 5

The South Plainfield Senior Center
will sponsor two trips to Atlantic City
on Nov. 5. The bus will depart from
the Senior Center at 9 a.m. for the Taj
Mahal. The costis $15 per person and
you get $13 back from the hotel. Stop
by the Senior Center at 90 Maple Ave.
to make your seat reservation. Reser-
vations open up 30 days prior to the
trip date.

For more information, call ]oann at
the Senior Center at (908) 756-4135.

Wine Tasting at
Embassy Suites
November 15

The South Plainfield Volunteer Fire
Department invites you to attend a
wine tasting, sponsored by Oak Tree
Buy-Rite Liquors, located at Embassy
Suites, Piscataway on Saturday, Nov.
15, from 6 to 11 p.m.

Tickets are $40 per person. Price
includes the wine tasting reception
from 6-9 p.m. and a cash bar, DJ and
dancing from 9-11 p.m.

There are special rate hotel rooms
available for overnight stay.

For tickets or information, contact
Mike Gallagher, (908) 755-9874; John
Celentano, (908) 757-5691 or Buy-
Rite Liquor, (908) 561-0051.

St. Stephen’s Annual
Gift Raffle Auction
November 15

St. Stephen’s Orthodox Church, 609

Computer Class 1-2 pm

Decorative Painting
Class 2:30-3:30 p.m.

[TIZEN'S CENTER, VISIT THE PAL BUILDI

Lane Ave., will hold its second annual
Gift Raffle Auction on Nov. 15. This
event will be held at the South
Plainfield Middle School, Plainfield
Ave. Doors will open at 6 p.m. for
browsing and the auction calling will
begin precisely at 7:30 p.m.

Admission charge will be $6, which
includes complimentary coffee and tea.
Pizza, soda and dessert will be avail-
able for purchase.

Join us for a fun evening and shop
for your holiday gifts, as well. There
will be beautiful theme baskets, small
appliances, jewelry, toys, bed and bath
items, door prizes and a 50/50 chance
drawing. For more information, call
(973) 635-2797 or (908) 754-4813.

Recreation Plans Trip
o Atlantic City
November 16

It’s time to “Go for the Gold.” The
South Phinfield Recreation is planning
a trip to the Arlantic City Resort Ho-
tel on Sunday, Nov. 16. The bus leaves
from the PAL at 10:30 a.m. and re-
turns about 8:30 p.m.

The costis $15 per person—you get
back $13 in coins. Sign up for the trip
at the PAL Building.

— Out of Town —

4-H to Host
Haunted House
Weekends through Oct. 31

If you’re looking for a good scare
this Halloween season, the 4-H Teen
Council will sponsor a Haunted
House every Friday and Saturday in
October through the 31st. The haunt-
ing lasts from 7 to 10 p.m. each night.

Visit the Middlesex” County 4-H
Center on the corner of Cranbury and
Fern Rd. in East Brunswick and be
prepared to scream. Parking is located
near the adjacent Fern Rd. entrance.

For more information, contact the
Middlesex County 4-H office at (732)
745-3446.

Tricky Tray at 4-H
October 24
The Middlesex County 4-H Lead-

ers will hold their sixth annual Tricky

Tray on Friday, Oct. 24, at the 4-H
Center, 645 Cranbury Rd. (the Log
Cabin), East Brunswick. Doors open
at 6 p.m.; first call is at 7:30. Advance
admission is $3, at the door $4, which
includes refreshments. There will be
over 200 table prizes, specials, baskets,
50-50s and door prizes. No one under

18 is permitted. Proceeds go to fund
4-H youth scholarships.

For more information, call (732)
254-8385.

SingleFaces Events
October 25, 26 and 31

Island Parties...

© Saturday, Oct. 25 at the Victorian
Manor, 2863 Woodbridge Ave. in
Edison at 9 p.m. Cost is $12.

* Sundny, Oct. 26 at the Historic Ol
Bermuda Inn, 2512 Arthur Kill Rd.
in Staten Island, 8 p.m. to 12 am.
Cost is $12.

* Friday, Oct. 31 at the Shadow-
brook, Rt. 35 in Shrewsbury at 9 p.m.
Costis $12. Halloween Costume Party.

Lindamood-Bell to

Host an Open House
October 25

Lindamood-Bell Learning Pro-
cesses, an internationally-renowned
leader in educational instruction and
research, will host an open house at its
Morristown Learning Center on Sat-
urday, Oct. 25, 10 a.m.-noon.

The event is open to the public and
refreshments will be served. Please call
Lindamood-Bell at (800) 300-1818 to
RSVP for this special open house.

Edison Symphony
Presents Concert

. October 25

The Edison Symphony Orchestra,
fearuring 70 professional musicians,
conducted by Judith Morse, will be
presenting its Season Premiere Con-
cert on Saturday, Oct. 25 starting at 8
p-m. at the Middlesex County College
Performing Arts Center.

Tickets for the Season Premiere cost
$30 for adults and $25 for students,
with season subscriptions for all three
concerts available for $75. Group rates
are available and Visa and MasterCard
are gladly accepted. Please call the
Edison Arts Society at (908) 753-
ARTS for reserved tickets, Mon.-Fri.,
9am. to 4 pm.

CHATS Adoption
Support Meeting
October 27

CHATS (Connected Hearts Adop-
tion Triad Support) will meet from
7:15 to 9:15 p.m. on Monday, Oct.
27 at Watchung Avenue Presbyterian
Church, 170 Watchung Ave. in North
Plainfield.

Catherine McKinley, author of The
Book of Savahs, will share her experi-
ences as the bi-racial daughter of a
white couple living in a small, pre-
dominantly white New England town
and of her reunion with her birth fam-
ily. Check our website at http://com-

munitynj.com/cc/chats or call Alyce at
(732) 2270607 for more information.

Alliance Church
“Extraordinary Woman”
November 1 i

The Women’s Ministry of Alliance
Bible Church, in conjunction with
Church Communications Network,
will present a live simulcast of “Ex-
traordinary Woman” at Alliance Bible
Church in Warren on Saturday, Nov.
1, from 11:15 am. to 5 p.m. Regis-
tration begins at 10:30 a.m.

Registration is $15, which includes
lunch. Registration at the door is $20.
You can also register by calling (732)
469-1425. Child care is not provided.
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AS GOOD AS A
BOONE HOME RUN!

"SOUTH PLAINFIELD’S
HOME TEAM

Tuesday, November 4 is Election Day. For the first time ever, we get to show off our South Plainfield
pride by voting for our hometown Assemblyman, Patrick Diegnan; our hometown Freeholder, John
'Pulomena; and our own Gouncil People, Bob Cusick and Ray Petronko.

Patrick Diegnan and John Pulomena have brought South Plainfield Millions of Dollars in State and
County grants. Bob Cusick and Ray Petronko have been an integral part of the Democrats’ plan to cut
our debt by $10 Millien Dollars and brought you No Municipal Tax Increase in 4 of the past 6 years.

BUONO : BARNES - DIEGNAN

Democrats for Senate & Assembly

POLOS : PULOMENA

Democrats for Freeholder

CUSICK - PETRONKO

Democrats for Borough Council

PAID FOR BY THE SouTH PLAINFIELD DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATION ® KATHY THOMAS TREASURER
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Knights of Columbus Host Lunch
for Keystone Commumty

The South Plainfield Knights
of Columbus held there 10th
Annual Children’s Liturgy
Lanch for the Keystone Com-
munity at Sacred Heart Church
on Saturday, Oct. 11.

A mass was held at the
church, followed by a lunch in
the cafeteria, served by mem-
bers of the Knights. Pumpkin’s
and other gifts were handed out
to all of the Keystone Commu-
nity members. A grand time
was had by everyone attending.

The following Knights
helped out in the event, Joe
Scrudato, Steve Belenger, Tom
Elko, Jim Shea, Jim Vokral, Lou
DeFillipo, Lenny Kleczikowski
and Bob Walker. The organizer
for the Knights of Columbus for
this event was John Weakley:

Members of the Knights of Columbus hosted a luncheon for
the Keystone Community. This is the 10th year the Knights
have hosted this event.

Unity Bancorp Declares Cash Dividend

Unity Bancorp, Inc
(NASDAQ: UNTY), parent
company of Unity Bank, an-
nounces that its Board of Di-
rectors has declared a cash divi-
dend of $0.03 per common
share. Such dividend is payable
on Oct. 31, 2003, to sharehold-
ers of record as of Oct. 15,
2003.

“As we have continued to
improve on the core earnings of
the Bank, it is now time to re-
sume the payment of a cash divi-
dend,” said Unity Presidentand
Chief Executive Officer, An-
thony J. Feraro. “The Board will
consider future dividends on a
regular and recurring basis as
earnings growth continues.”

Unity Bancorp, Inc. is a fi-
nancial service organization
headquartered in Clinton, with
$460 million in assets and $400

million in deposits. Unity Bank
provides financial services to re-
tail, corporate and small busi-
ness customers through 12 re-
tail service centers located in
Hunterdon, Middlesex, Somer-

set and Union counties in New
Jersey.

For additional information
about Unity visit our website at

wwwaunitybank.com or call 800
618-BANK.

Mayor Proclaims October Domestic
Violence Awareness Month

In a proclamation Mayor
Dan Gallagher has officially

named the month of October *

Domestic Violence Awarencss
Month. .

In it he recognized the im-
portant work done by domes-
tic violence programs and urged
all residents to participate in the
scheduled activities and pro-
grams to work toward improv-

. ing victim safety and holding

perpetrators accountable for
their actons.

Domestic violence includes
the physical, emotional, sexual,
psychological and economic
control and abuse includes chil-
dren and the elderly. It violates
an individual’s privacy, dignity,
security and humanity and
knows no economic, racial or
social barriers.

Please visit the South Plain-
field Public Libraries Domestic
Violence Exhibit during the
month of October.

From the Republicans

Reedy, Rusnak Call on Council
To End Ethical Abuses

In light of the
horrific ethical
lapses exposed by
the recent Gan-
nett newspaper

series, Profiting from Public Ser-
vice, candidates Marge Reedy
and Ray Rusnak are calling
upon the Borough Council to
adopt tougher ethical standards,
and more importantly; begin ad-
hering to state open-govern-
ment laws.

“The Democrats have made
. South Plainfield one of the
state’s leading ‘pay to play’
towns, with over a million dol-
lars in no-bid contracts going
to their contributors. We need
to stop this by adopting an or-
dinance limiting contributions
by contractors doing business
with the borough, like the one
proposed by Common Cause,”
said Reedy.

“Unfortunately, the Demo-
cratic candidates will not ad-
dress this issue. We don’t know
where they stand. They appar-
ently have no problem taking
all this money,” Rusnak said.
“These contributions to the
Democratic Party come with
a price though, because the
businesses have to charge the
town more to make up the cost
of the contributions, and be-
cause there is no price compe-
tition.”

“Engineering services are a
good example of pay to play,”

Reedy explained. “We closed
our engineering department,
allegedly under the guise of
saving money. But what really
happened is that we hired a
contractor to do the job. We
dido’t save money. Residents
now have to pay fees for ser-
vices the borough engineer
used to perform for free. But
the Democrats now have a rev-
enue source. That contractor
gives them oodles of money.
We need to bring back this de-
patment and start saving
money.”

The Borough Council has
also got to stop the secret,
closed-door meetings, accord-
ing to Rusnak. “They have
been holding these meetings
and ignoring the Sunshine
Law. The Democrats haven’t
denied it and they can’t. It
comes from a former Demo-
cratic council member who
has firsthand knowledge.”

“The Democrats promised
open government,” Reedy ex-
plained. “Sure, it’s open to the
campaign contributors, the
lawyers who want to get proj-
ects through the big-money
builders and anyone else with
enough dough, but no one else.
The Democrats have taken us
back to when government was
run in smoke-filled back-
rooms.”

“Nepotism and cronyism
must also end,” said Rusnak.

“Hiring must be based on what -

you know, not who you know.
This is another reform we
should adopt immediately.”

According to Reedy, the
Democrats have ducked these
issues: “The Democratic can-
didates have not said one word
about reforming pay to play or
ending secret meetings. If they
have nothing to be ashamed of,
they should tell us their posi-
tions. Instead, just like with
traffic, overbuilding and other
ssues, they remain silent. A
debate would have been a gréat
place to talk about this, but they
were afraid to debate.”

The problems stem from
one-party rule, Rusnak ex-
plained. “It stifles debate. At
council meetings no one dis-
cusses anything. It’s all pre-
planned, like they’re reading
from scripts. The council mem-
bers just says ‘yes’ to whatever
they are told to vote on. We
could easily replace the council
with six Yankee Bobble Head
dolls, and the meetings would
not change a bit.”

Reedy summed up the posi-
tion of both candidates: “We
need to end one-party rule so
we can stop the abuses by this
administration. We need re-
form. We need respect for the
public. And most importantly,
we need two parties. I hope
people will consider this when
they vote on November 4.”

From the Democrats

Democrats Cusick And Petronko
Highlight Planned Road Improvements

I ’ l Democratic
Council mem-

bers Bob Cusick

il and Ray Petron-

ikl ko highlighted
planned road improvement
projects for South Plainfield.
Bob Cusick said, “Central New
Jersey is one of the most con-
gested areas in the country. It’s
nice to live in a vibrant area, but
that doesn’t make you feel any
better when you are stuck in
traffic. Mayor Gallagher and

‘the borough council have been

bard at work developing plans
to improve the situation. Next
year Hamilton Boulevard will
be totally reconstructed all the
way from New Market Ave. to
Stelton Rd. with the portion
from Durham Ave., at the Val-
ley National Bank, to Stelton
Rd. widened to four lanes. New
turning lanes will be built at
New Market Ave. and St.
Nicholas Ave. and new traffic
signals will be installed at St.
Nicholas, Hollywood and
South Clinton avenues. In ad-
dition to the traffic improve-
ments, new curbs, sidewalks

UMNITED,

Incentive &

Our spacious facili

srares’

LOOKING FOR A CLEAN, FUN,
FRIENDLY AND SAFE PLACE TO HAVE
MEETINGS OR CORPORATE EVENTS? ||

We Can Help You Plan
Tcam Buzldmo Ac

mployee Reward Programs or just
a family fun nite for your clients and employees.

600 Main St.

offers the following amenities:

For more information or to set up an appointment
for a personal tout, please call:

732-596-4108

United Skates of America
Woodbridge Community Center

Woodbridge, NJ 07095
wee.fwp.woodbridge.NLUS

ss Luncheons,

, Holiday Parties,

Need
More
Room?

Clean Up!

Advertise your
garage sale in the
Observer.

903-663-0010

175 Front Street

(908) 755-4049

M-F 10-6
Sat 10-5
) Closed Sunday -\ _
For Kids & Teens

and storm drainage will be in-
stalled and there will be deco-
rative paving and lighting from
St. Nicholas Avenue to New
Market Avenue. In 2005, an-
other lane will be constructed
on Durham Avenue, from
Helen Street, by the Quick
Chek to Hamilton Blvd. This
will eliminate the bottleneck
that now exists from 287 to the
Hamilton Boulevard traffic light
by Valley National Bank.”

Ray Petronko continued his
running mates comments. “The
most important part of
our road improvement
plan is the completion of
Helen St. which will con-
nect Durham Ave. with
Metuchen Road.

Councilperson Charlie
Butrico has done a terrific
job in taking over that
project and keeping on top of it
every day. Charlie recently re-
ported that the environmental
phase is over and the design
stage has started. Property ac-
quisition will take place in 2004/
2005 after which contracts will
be awarded and construction
will commence in 2005/2006.
I laugh when the Republican
candidates complain about how
long Helen St. is taking. This is

a project that will cost upwards
of $20 million and is being to-
tally paid for by the federal gov-
ernment. Heck, their campaign
manager was the project liaison
for three years. Do they really
think that anyone would drag
their feet on it?

The completion of Hamilton
Boulevard in 2004, Durham
Ave. in 2005, and Helen St. in
2006 will dramatically improve
the traffic flow and, more im-
portantly; the quality of life in
the borough, particularly on the
South Side. When these three
projects are complete, we will
be able to direct all truck traffic
off Hamilten Boulevard which
will in turn change it to a beau-
tiful gateway to the residential
area of South Plainfield.”

Bob Cusick summed up the
Democrats approach. “We are
committed to both long term
and short term solutions to
improve our infrastructure. In
addition to these three large
projects, we will repave 12
more streets next year and ex-
pand our curb restoration pro-
gram. All of these will be done
on a ‘pay as you go’ basis and
best of all if we stay the course,
there will be no municipal tax
increase next year too.”

Your Vot

— > Mark Your Calendars ¢ .

) & Crafs

1 ONE-STROKE PAINTING PROGRAM.

A complete program that actually teaches this technique & more
& DECORATIVE PAINTING PROGRAM for EVERYONE.
A must for folk and tole painting lovers.

1 YOUNG ARTIST PAINTING PROGRAM.

The best introductory painting program with cool. fun projects!
[1 LOTS OF NEW PAINTING PROJECTS for everyone and any occasion!

[/ KIDS’ DRAWING & CRAFT Classes.

The Best
CRAFT BIRTHDAY
PARTIES!

No Comparison! Guaranteed Fun!
Great Projects!

Please inquire about troops, chapters,
fund-raisers & in-home parties.

www.bunchis.com



October 24,2003

- Your #1 Source for Local News - South Plainfield Observer -

YOUR!
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5. We can brag about paving roads
even though that’s what tg:vvn“sl%o.

4. When no one’s looking, we can
sell off the town’s land to prop up the
budget.

3. We can blame the school board
for the tax increase when the town needs
a new school because of all the build-
ing we allowed.

2. We can spend millions on our
projects and then bash the Republicans
for suggesting even the most minimal
improvement, like opening the compost
area for a few hours extra on Sundays.

1. We can make promises about
Hamilton Boulevard and Helen Strect
again...and again...and again.

If it wasn’t Letterman, it must have
been a dream—maybe even a night-
mare—because nobody could get away
with all this in real life—or could they?

BOB JONES, JR.

To the Editor,

As Election Day approaches, I think
it’s important that we look at the facts
before we vote. During the time Ray
Petronko and Bob Cusick have been on
the Council, the Borough has acquired
over 100 acres of open space, our bor-
ough debt has been significantly re-
duced, a new emergency management
center has been built, a new senior rec-
reation center built, our PAL expanded,
improvements have occurred at the
community pool and most importantly,
they have approved a budget that has
nothad a municipal tax increase in four
outof the last six years. If you have been
reading the papers lately; you will know
that what these leaders have been able
to accomplish is amazing. We deserve

leaders who deliver and don’t just make |

empty promises. We deserve a leader like
Ray Petronko and Bob Cusick. Please
do your part to make sure that they will
be elected on Election Day:

TOM MUSOLINO

To the Editor:

If you want to see the real difference
between the Democratic and Republi-
can candidates for Borough Council,
you don’t have tolook any further than
the releases each party submits to the
paper each week, While the Democratic
team of Ray Petronko an Bob Cusick
talk about their accomplishments and
their plans for the future, the Republi-
cans candidates do nothing but com-
plain. Where is the vision for the fu-
ture? Well, based upon the published
words of the candidates themselves,
only Ray Petronko and Bob Cusick have
a vision of the things that can be ac-
complished to improve the lives of the
residents of So. Plainfield. Let’s take a
look at what the Democratic team has

Andrea & Jesse Lacerda
“The Lacerda Team”

Plainfield

Andrea and Jesse Lacerda

CENTURY 21

MORETTI REALTY

225 Maple Ave., South Plainfield, NJ 07080
(908) 755-5300 Ext. 302

(908) 578-1166 Cellular

(908) 753-0156 Residence
Lacerdaa@Moriettirealty.com

Dur Customers
refer us again
and again
because we care!

THE LACERDA TEAM.....dedicates 100% of our energies to servicing our clients’
needs FULL TIME....

THE LACERDA TEAM.....are residents of South Plainfield

THE LACERDA TEAM.....works out of the Century 2 | Moretti Realty office in South

THE LACERDA TEAM.....is involved in community activities
THE LACERDA TEAM.....has extensive real estate and financial expertise.
. THE LACERDA TEAM.....is a top award winning realtor for the past 8 years.

accomplished in the past few years: over
100 acres of open space preserved, over
130 roads repaved, the improvements
to Putnam Park, a new Senior Recre-
ation Center, the expanded PAL with
its great new weight room and the fa-
cilities for our excellent wrestling pro-
grams, a new skateboard park, a new
fire truck, a new ambulance and a new
communications center for our police
department. All of this has been done
while maintaining a stable tax rate with
no increase in four out of the last six
years and a significant reduction in bor-
rowing. The Petronko/Cusick team has
significant plans for the future, inchud-
ing a new library; the reconstruction of
Hamilton Boulevard and finishing the
Helen Street extension project. So.
Plainfield needs leaders who have a vi-
sion of how to improve our Borough.
On Election Day, vote for Ray Petronko’
and Bob Cusick for Borough Council.
FRANK FURINO

To the Editor,

Allwe get are broken promises from
the South Plainfield mayor and coun-
cil. They promised Helen Street would
be complete by the end of 2002. It’s
not even started. They promised to re-
construct Hamilton Boulevard by the
end of 2001 and they went back on
their word. They promised open gov-
ernmentand they gave us secret, closed-
door meetings.

T'm tired of all the broken promiscs.
1 know the Democrats will still be in
charge no matter who gets elected this
year, but I want to send them a mes-
sage. P’m voting for Marge Reedy and

Ray Rusnak. We need a change.

ED LYONS

Dear Editor,

Marge Reedy and Ray Rusnak are
the best choice in this year’s election
for Borough Council. Pve been read-
ing their articles and in this paper each
week, and they know the direction we
need to goin.

They’re right on all the issues: things
like stopping overdevelopment, ending
“pay to play” no-bid contracts, and re-
storing cuts in services. Most impor-
tant to me, however, is bringing back
two-party government. With all the
ethical problems of the current admin-
istration, we’re seeing the importance
of having two parties.

Pm voting Reedy-Rusnak.

ANITA HOGAN

Dear detor,

I sec in the paper that the Demo-
crats are complaining about so-called
negative campaigning. I guess that’s
what politicians do when they want to
duck the issues. They try to throw mud

EVERY TIME.

This Week’s Featured Property
Terrific Starter—Great Price!
Come see the value in this 2 bedroom, 1 bath ranch
style home. Open floor plan featuring eat in kitchen,
living room & enclosed front porch, partial basement,
central air conditioning & nice yard on quiet sireet.

at the people bringing the issues up.

M. Cusick and Mr. Petronko, please
address the issues. In next week’s paper,
please answer the following questions
so people know where you stand:

1. Did you hold secret, closed-door
meetings at the homes of council mem-
bers? If so, why?

2. Why are you taking money from
campaign contributors and then giving
these same people no-bid contracts?

3. Why have you let so much devel-
opment go on in town?

4. Other than the Helen Street
Project, what are you doing to solve traf-
fic? And why did you let it get so bad to
begin with?

5. Why did you promise the fast time
you ran that the Helen Street Project
would be done by 2002? Why in 1996
did your fellow Democrats promise it
would be done by 19972

6. Why are you telling us you’re re-
ducing debt, when in fact you’re leas-
ing and still obligating us to pay long-
term obligations?

7. 'Why did your party promise dur-
ing last year’s election that by this year
it would reconstruct Hamilton Boule-
vard? Why did they promise the same
thing the year before? Do you just make
these promises thinking that people
won’t temember?

If you dor’t answer these questions
next week, you don’t deserve to be run-

. let alone deserve to be re-elected.
EOFFREY CHAMPION

Dear Editor:

With heightened fear of terrorist at-
tacks, increasing violence in public
schools and the easy access to danger-
ous weapons, New Jersey residents are
in dire need of statewide elected offi-
cials who are knowledgeable in the area
of public safety. To that end, I support
the re-elections efforts of Assemblyman
Peter J. Barnes, Jr.

Prior to his entrance to the New Jer-
sey General Assembly, Peter Barnes had
a distinguished 26-year career as a Spe-
cial Agent for the FBI and served as
the Public Safety Director in Edison and
East Brunswick. His experiences in
these challenging positions have en-
abled him to formulate educated pieces
oflegislation to combat security threats
to our state.

For example, Barnes sponsored the
“Anti-Terrorism Act of 2001,” which
defined terrorism as a first-degree crime
and established severe penalties for ter-
ror-related offenses. In recognition of
such worthwhile and substantive legis-

Donald DiFrancesco addressed the leg-
islation in response to the 9/11 terror
attacks and applauded Assemblyman
Barnes for his knowledgeable and bi-
partisan efforts.

In addition to his anti-terrorism ef-
forts, Barnes has also sponsored legisla-
tion, increasing the necessary require-
ments to purchase a firearm and put
forth a strong effort to curb violence in
schools by requiring short-term custody
and evaluation for a student who brings
a gun to school.

Homeland security remains a loom-
ing concern to many New Jersey resi-
dents; therefore, we need to make sure
to re-elect Assemblyman Peter Barnes

to the NJ Legislature on Nov. 4.
ANTHONY CALAMANERI
Dear Editor:

As an expectant mother, I am con-
cerned with taking every precaution
necessary to make sure my child will be
born in good health. Sometimes, how-
ever, the necessary medical information
regarding potential health risks for preg-
nant women is unavailable. Therefore,
it was with great delight that I became

=> Mark Your
Calendars

Your Vote Counts!
Get Out & Vote Nov. 4

lation, former Republican Governor -

aware of one legislator’s crusade to en-
sure that all pregnant women are given
proper information regarding the health
risks associated with mercury contami-
nation in freshwater fish. It is refresh-
ing to know that Senator Buono is so
intimately concerned with the well-be-
ing of expectant mothers and on Nov.
4 T will cast my vote in her favor.

Given her vast experiences- as the
mother of six children, Senator Buono
is acutely aware of the issues facing
women entering motherhood and fam-
ily life. Consequently, she has champi-
oned many initiatives affecting this seg-
ment of the population. For example,
she has sponsored legislation requiring
that mercury” health advisories be
posted at places of maternal and child
health treatment centers.

As further proof of her commitment
to supporting stable and health fami-
lies, she also sponsored legislation that
would require employers to provide
notice to pregnant women that they are
entitled to the temporary disability in-
surance program. Under this program,
pregnant women will be able to take a
paid leave of absence one month prior
to their due date and return eight weeks
after delivery:

For her supreme efforts and advo-
cacy of women’s rights and family-re-
lated issues, I urge others to support
her re-election bid to the New Jersey
State Senate.

SONAL PATEL

To the Editor:

This year the choice for Borough
Council is easy. Marge Reedy and Ray
Rusnak are working hard to bring back
two-party government to South
Plainfield. Marge knows this town and
has the good judgment to make hard
choices. Her running mate brings some-
thing else to the table: a business back-
ground our borough government is
sorely lacking.

Please join me in voting for Marge
Reedy and Ray Rusnak on Tuesday,
Nov. 4.

SILVANA GOVER

Dear Editor,

Recently the Home News Tribune did
a series entitled “Profiting from Public
Service: How many New Jersey legis-
lators exploit the system.” Low and
behold, who did the newspaper feature

R,

on day one? Unfortunately, South
Plainfield Assemblyman Patrick
Diegnan.

It’s shameful how many hats this man
wears. He’s South Plainfield’s Demo-
cratic chairman, borough attorney; as-
semblyman and attorney for Helmetta.
His Democratic pals also handed him a
job as attorney for the Middlesex
County Improvement Authority. He’s
literally raking in hundreds of thousands
by feeding at the public trough.

On top of this, he’s giving jobs to
his family and friends. His wife and
daughter worked on the public payroll
at his Assembly office and his wife and
brother-in-law work for the county,
another all-Democratic body controlled
by his “team.” He even gave tax dollars
to Mayor Daniel Gallagher, who the ar-
ticle said worked in his Assembly of-
fice. Isn’t that a conflict of interest?
Diegnan works for him Borough Hall
and he works for Diegnan in the As-
sembly office?

Nepotism and cronyism should have
died long ago. But for Diegnan it’s a
way of life. Send a message this year.
Vote for Republicans Jasal Amin and
Bob Thuring for Assembly:

JANET BROWN

To the Voters of South Plainfield:

South Plainfield’s mayor, borough
attorney and some members of the
council are being sued for sexual dis-
crimnation.

These arrogant men met in closed-
door meetings and decided that a di-
vorced woman of independent means,
regardless of her qualifications, would
not be suitable as a borough employee
because of her dedication to her chil-
dren and their health.

Evidently, this wasn’t a concern for
all the mothers currently employed by
the borough who are supporters of the
Democrats and their one-party rule.

Here’s another item that illustrates
the Democrats indifference to the law—
last weel’s Observer ad, featuring the
governor-elect of California, used a
copyrighted movie still that was used
without permission or compensation.
It seems right and wrong have no mean-
ing to them, as long as their purposes
are served.

This council needs the oversight and
conscience a two-party government can

rovide.
BRUCE MADDEN

© EKENDS!
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Sacred Heart
Church

149 South Plainfield Ave.
South Plainfield, NJ

Rev. John Paul

Alvarado, Pastor

Mass' Scfiedule:

Saturday Evening Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 10-11 a.m., 4-4:45 p.m.
and after 5 p.m. Vigil Mass
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Weekdays 6:30 a.m. (except Monday) 9:00 a.m. (church)
Monday Eve. Mass with Miraculous Medal Novena Prayers 7 p.m.
Holy Days 7 p.m. (Vigil); 7 and 9 a.m., 12: 10pm.amf7pm.
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By Marcia Lubansky

TAKE IN!—Take in all the oppor-
tunities for free programs here at the
Library. There is something for every-
one. On Sunday, Oct. 26, from 2 to 4
p-m. join local food historian and cer-
tified tea expert, Judith Krall-Russo, for
the “Mad Hatter Tea Party”. She will
discuss the finer points of the Victo-
rian era tea party. Each guest will have
a chance to taste different kinds of teas.
Everyone is asked to wear a hat; there
will be a prize for the prettiest, the most
unusual and the funniest hat. Spon-
sored by the Friends of the Library, the
program is free. We ask that you rggis-
ter by calling the Library at (908) 754-
7885. The winner of our quilt raffle
will also be chosen at the Mad Hatter
Tea Party. This beauriful handmade,
twin-sized quilt is on display at the
Library. Tickets are still available at $1
per chance and can be purchased at the
Circulation Desk. You do not need to
be present to win.

On Saturday, Nov. 1, from 10:30 to
12 noon, learn the ancient art of
Mehndi from Manisha. Mehndi is a
natural, temporary dye. Besides its
decorative value, it has a cooling effect
on the body in the summer. The de-
sigh holds its peak beauty for about 2-
3 days, after which it loses its color very
quickly: In this class, you will learn what
mehndi looks like from powder form
tofinal effect, see some mehndi designs
and apply mehndi to your own hands.
Space is limited to 20. Please rggister.

TAKE OUT!—Take out some-
thing new that you've never read, seen
or heard before. We have anywhere
from 300 to 500 new items every
month! We even have a new arrival of
books in Vietnamese. For lists of new
videos, new CDs, books on tape,
DVDs, and new fiction and nonfiction
titles, go to our online catalog at
wwwi.southplainfield lib.nj.us. Select

“Library Catalog”, then “Search”, then .

click on “Bestsellers”. These lists include
much more than the New York Times
Bestsellers. The lists provide a handy
update on all the new titles in the Li-
brary. If you find something interest-
ing, and want to read more about the
book; click on “Show details.” The next
screen often provides book reviews, a
summary, chapter excerpts and an im-
age of the dust jacket.

KIDS ONLY—Our regular story
times for children three and up are
Tiesday, Oct. 28 at 10:30 a.m. and
Thursday, Oct. 30 at 1:15 p.m. Joe
Fischer will present a Halloween Magic
Show on Wednesday, Oct. 29 at 6:30
p-m. This fast-paced show has the per-
fect blend of magic, audience partici-
pation, comedy, and excitement. All
kids are welcome, but call us to rggis-
ter. If you forget to register, don’t
worry; we’ll make room for you. Wear
your costume!

NEW BOOKS
BGOK NEW JERSEY—One Book
New Jersey is happy to announce the
selection of all four books for the 2004
program. One Book New Jersey is a
statewide reading program aimed at
bringing people together by encour-
aging them to read the same book, and
then participate in book discussions
and other events. “The Pine Barrens”
by New Jersey’s own John McPhee is
the main selection. Other selections
include “The Body of Christopher
Creed”, for young adults, “Because of
Winn Dixie” for middle readers and
“How the Cat Swallowed Thunder”
for toddlers. This is the second year of
the program, which is sponsored by the
New Jersey Library Association and the
New Jersey State Library. For more
information, visit www.onebooknew-

Jersey.org.

No boundaries. No limits. Know
your library.

Beware of Business Card
Chain Mail Scam

A local business recently received a
letter from what appeared to be the
Make a Wish Foundation. Apparently
a scven year-old boy named Craig
Sheppard wants to have the largest
collection of business cards in order to
be entered into the Guiness Book of
World Records. The letter requested
that besides sending them a business
card you were to retype the letter and
send it to 20 other companies.

After doing some research through
the Better Business Bureau and the
Make a Wish Foundation, it was dis-
covered that the letter was a hoax. Evi-
dently similar letters with slightly dif-

ferent names have been circulating for

years. Back in 1989 there actually was

a request made by a nine year-old boy

named Craig Shergold who wanted to

be in the Guiness Book for receiving

the most greeting cards and his wish
- was fulfilled.

The Make a Wish Foundation ad-
vises that if you receive a letter like
this to reply to the sender and inform
them that they do not participate in
these kinds of wishes. Also, refer the
sender to their website at
www.wish.org/home/
chainletters.htm and do not forward
the chain letter yourself.

Thinking about it...
Give me a call.

REAL ESTATE

Buying? Selling?

Local, East Coast, West Coast, or Any State

Weichert|

LRe‘lorral Associates
co. e,

e | "A COMPANY

onestor| ON THE MOVE” @

Deal with Licensed Experienced People!!
* NO OBLIGATION -
WAYNE GRENNIER, REFERRAL SPECIALIST

LICENSED SALES REPRESENTATIVE Nj
OFFICE: 800-937-6777
RESIDENCE: 908-755-3138
E-mail: wgrennie@ix.netcom.com

1625 STATE ROUTE 10
MORRIS PLAINS, NJ 07950

FOR ONE

Just in time for fall, 4%.-year-old Emily Mazellan picked a pumpkin
which she started from a seed this spring. Her parents were very
proud of the interest and appreciation Emily has for nature. She
was so excited at having grown several tomatoes and two pumpkins
this season and she is looking forward to starting the fall planting.
The Mazellans live on Day St. in South Plainfield.

Scouting, Why Not?

Looking for something fun to do?
Think Scouting! Many of the area
Scout Groups are just starting their
program for the 2003-2004 school
year. Dor’t miss out on the fun.

Cub Scouts do fun things with
other kids! You get to wear a cool
uniform, goplaces and see things. You
get to play all kinds of sports and build
things, like race cars and bird houses.
Want to learn a secret code? Want to
learn about wild animals? If you’re a
boy in the first through fifth grades
(ages 7 to 10), go Cub Scouting!

Boy Scouts get to do it all! You get
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to camp, hike and fish in the great out-
doors. You get to meet in troops and
try new adventures and experiences.
Boy Scouts is for boys in 6th-12th
grade (ages 11 to 18).

Venturing is-open to all men and
women who are 14 (and have com-
pleted the eighth grade) through 20
years of age. Venturers acquire skills
in high adventure, sports, arts and
hobbies, youth ministries and Sea
Scouting.

For additional information, please
call Marie Markey at (908) 755-3213
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Advertise in the Nov. 21 issue,
of the Observer, going to
every home in South Plainfield.

Call 908-668-0010 now
to reserve the best space.

Deadline is Nov. 10
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Middlesex
Co. Weapons
Surrender
Program

Middlesex County has announced
that they will be accepting weapons and
ammunition, except explosives, with
no questions asked.

They will pay $500 for assault weap-
ons in generally operable condition.
Other weapons or ammunition will be
accepted with no compensation. Ev-
eryone is welcome to bring in their
weapons, but no compensation will be
paid to firearm dealers. No once will
arrested for turning in a weapon. Fire-
arms or weapons should be unloaded
and wrapped, tied and taped and put
in a box, bag or casc.

Weapons can be turned in on Satur-
day, Nov. 8 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Piscataway Police Dept., located on
Sidney Rd. in Piscataway or on Sun-
day; Dec. 14 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
the Old Bridge Police Dept., located
at 1 Old Bridge Plaza in Old Bridge.

For further information, contact the
Middlesex County Prosecutors Office
at (732) 745-3300.

Wardlaw-
Hartridge Offers
New Programs

Wardlaw-Hartridge School has an-
nounced the approval of a pre-kinder-
garten age three program to kick off
in September of 2004.

Regina Bassoul-Restivo, Head of
the independent Lower School in
Edison, said she was delighted with the
decision to move in this direction.
“Three year olds are developmentally
ready for group activity that is learn-
ing based,” she explained.

Admission scregning for program
readiness takes place in January. Inter-
ested parties are encouraged to call
(908) 754-1882, ext. 156 andspeak
with Associate Director Hagan.
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JUNIOR BASEBALL
CLUB NOITES

Registration for the South Plainfield Junior
Baseball Club was held at the baseball club on
Oct. 16, 17, and 18. We registered over 200 kids for our 2004 scason. The
registration fee now through Jan. 1 is $75. However, there are only a few dates
left to catch this early discount. The dates are: Nov. 3 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.;
Nov: 17 from 6 to 7 p.m.; Dec. 1 from 6 to 7 p.m. and Dec. 15 from 6 to 7

PERIBE" « Est. 1058

p.m.
After those four dates, the registration will increase to $95. There will be no
exceptions. This will give parents seven opportunities to sign up their son or
daughter before the fourth of the year. We are also selling SPYBC club members
cards for $10. A manager and or coach will not be allowed on the field without
a club member’s card. Buddy Hutchison is asking all managers to return their
equipment bags prior to the chub members meetings in November or Decem-
ber if they still have them from spring season. According to our records, there
are several equipment bags still outstanding.

For the first time the SPJBC will be conducting a flea market on this Satur-
day, Oct. 25. All types of vendors are welcome; the cost is $15 for a spot. Food
and refreshments will be available at our snack stand. The flea market will run
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. If you would like to reserve a spot for this event, please
call the baseball club at (908) 254-2090 and leave your name and telephone
number.

The Junior Baseball Club is running a trip to the Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, NY. Yes, the Baseball Hall of Fame. On Monday, Dec. 29, we
will leave at 6 a.m. in the morning by bus and arrive in Cooperstown at 11:30
a.m. and take the complete tour of the Baseball Hall of Fame.

We will leave Cooperstown and stop at the Old Country Buffet on the way
home. This will be a great trip. Total cost for the trip is $65 per person; this
includes transportation, entrance to the Hall of Fame, and buffet style dinner.
We would like to start registering parents and kids for this trip.

The Women’s Auxiliary will once again be conducting “Night of Holiday
Shopping.” The event will take place at the Menlo Park Mall on Nov. 23 from
6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Ticket price is $8. This is a night of special shopping dis-
counts, entertainment and events. For more information, call Stacy Lake at
(908) 252-9531 or Betsy Spayder at (908) 252-8928.

Our Fall Baseball Program comes to an end Friday night, Oct. 24. So if you

. are at the complex, please look for our blue donation jug around the snack
stand area. We are collecting for our new scorcboard fund. Any amount will
help us in this endeavor.

Thank you to the volunteers on Sunday, Oct. 12, especially Bob Pasternak,
Pat Muglia and Mike Salici, who aerated and seeded all our fields. Great job
people! Also a big thanks to Dominic Papa for fixing numerous lights that were

out around the complex. Special thanks again to Mike Salici and his wife for

taking on the endeavor of ordering and selling car window decals. These decals
look great on your vehicle. More details to follow on how to purchase these
beautiful window decals. There is always much to be done in preparation for
the kid’s baseball season. The SPJBC is always based on volunteer efforts by
parents, grandparents and friends, any help you can give to us is always appre-
ciated. The one thing everyone needs to remember is we are here for the kids.
This is our 50th Anniversary season, and “So years from now it will not matter
what our bank account was, nor the sort of house we lived in, or the kind of car
we drove-but the world may be different because we were important in the life
of a child at the South Plinfield Junior Baseball Club.” Come on down and
give us a hand. It will be time well spent. “It is a new beginning.”

SOUTH PLAINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL From Sharon Miller

Field Hockey Corner
Weekly Wrap-Up

Weelly Wrap-up—This year’s varsity team added two more wins
bring their sensational record to 13-2-1 after defeating long time rivals Piscataway
(5-0) and East Brunswick (3-1) for the second time this season.

Congratulations to the team as, they continue to be ranked as Number 1 in
Middlesex County. They have advanced in the state Group 3 rankings to take
the number 8 position this week. (rankings as of 10/23).

Week of October 26—As the regular season comes to an end (there is only one
game remaining as of this writing), the team must gear up for the Greater
Middlesex Conference Tournament (GMC’s). The first two games will be played
on 10-23 (Tises.) and 10/30 (Thurs).

Special Events—The must see game of the season, takes place on Now. 1 (Sat.) at
2:00 pm on the Carol Espinosa field as South Plainfield once again hosts the
GMC Championship game.

The team will be competing in the state sectionals for North Jersey; Section 2,
Group 3. Schedules for these games are not yet available.

Please come out and support a wonderful team of players. There are only a
few games remaining and you don’t want to miss seeing this team play.

The best of luck to players and coaches in the GMC’s. Go Tigers!

Weight Room Accepting Members

The PAL is accepting members to
join and use their weight room. Fees

p-m. to5 p.m. All members must bring
a towel and their ID cards at all times.

are $60 for six months or $100 for
one year. The weight room’s hours are
weekdays, 6 am. to 10 p.m.; Satur-
day, 9 am. to 5 p.m. and Sunday; 1

For information on the weight room,
call (908) 226-7713. To tour the
weight room, you can come to the PAL
Building on Maple Ave.

Calls for “Little

- Miss Baseball”

Contestants

I’s time to crown Little Miss Base-
ball 2004. We ask that all the girls
nominated march with the club in our
parade on April 3, after which at
Opening Day Festivities we will an-
nounce Little Miss Baseball 2004. The
winner must be present to be crowned.

If not, the next runner up will be .

crowned Little Miss Baseball.

We will accept nominations for Little
Miss Baseball now through Jan. 1,
2004. Nominees must be South
Plainfield residents between the ages
of 7 and 11 years old. To nominate
someore, call Stacy Lake at 757-9531.
Finalists will be phoned on Jan. 2.

Little Miss Baseball 2004 will be
chosen by the “penny-a-vote” system.
(Boxes with finalists’ pictures will be
placed in various locations throughout
the borough, including Quick Check and
B & C Deli starting Jan. 5. They will
remain there until March 31. The votes
will then be tallied and the winner an-
nounced on Opening Day, April 3.

SS res Football
Team Remains Undefeated

The South Plainfield freshman foot-
ball team remains undefeated after
beating an undefeated Colonia team
18-13 this past Friday. Their toughest
competition so far was a southern team
from Vineland and that game ended
in a 6-6 tie. The freshman team has
had an exciting season out scoring their
opponents 149 to 19.

The Tigers will take on North
Brunswick on Fnday, Oct. 24 at North
Brunswick They win return home for
their final two games.

They win face Bishop Ahr on Hal-
loween at 3:45 and win end their sea-
son on Nov. 17 against North
Plainfield. Please come out and sup-
port them!

Sonics Soccer Team Split Two Games

The Sonics traveled to Berkeley
Heights to take on the Boomers. Early
in the game, the Boomers scored to

lead 1-0. Midway through the first half, -

Danny Hunt eluded several defenders
and passed to Shane O’Connor who
slipped the ball right by the keeper. The
tie game continued until Shaun Alers
blasted one passed the Berkeley
Heights keeper, who did not even have

* time to react. The Sonics had many

nice ideas but, unlucky bounces of the
ball and a few calls against the Sonics
enabled the Boomers to score twice late
in the game to steal the lead. With the
Sonics in Boomer territory ready to
shoot, the final whistle blew with the

score Boomers 3-Sonics 2.

A home game against the Read-
ington Stars, found the Sonics aggres-
sive and ready to play. Within minutes,
Danny Hunt moved down the field
and scored unassisted to put the Sonics
on the scbre board. During the early
part of the first half the Stars tied the
game.

Unfortunately, the Stars took advan-
tage of two defensive errors and scored
twice to take the lead 3-1. Then, the
Sonics went into action. ‘Shane
O’Connor blasted one over the head
of the keeper and shortly after that
Dana Hunt slipped another one by to
knot the score at 3-3 and end the half.

The Sonics dominated the second
half keeping the ball from going over
the half way mark only twice. Mike
Zelasko passed to Danny Hunt who
zipped the ball in to break the tie and
give the Sonics back the lead. With a
few minutes left in the game Mike
Dispenziere crossed to Nick Okoszko
who added to the Sonics lead when he
flipped the ball over the goal. Final
score was Sonics § Stars 3. Goalkeep-
ers for both games were Nick Tayp and
Nick Ross. The split makes the Sonics
record 4-2.

Our pext game is home on Sunday
Oct. 26 when we take on the North
Hunterdon Invaders.

Send a check or money
(out-of-town-$30) pay-
Observer, 1110 Hamilton |
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Susun Joan Gochal, 81

i i Susan J.

Gochal died
on Sunday,
@ct Wbt
Muhlenberg
Regional
Center in
t Plainfield.

Born in
i Plainfield

on Jan. 8,
Susan Joan Gochal 1922, she
was the daughter of Michael I. And
Anna M. Prohaska. She had resided
in South Plainfield for the last 46
years.

A 1940 Dunellen High School
graduate, Susan was married to
George S. Gochal on April 15, 1944
in Riverside, California. She was a
retired office manager for Kleiner
Metal Specialties in South Plainfield.
Susan was active in Tri-County Sen-
ior Ctitzens, arranging many of the
trips, both domestic and foreign for
many years. She was a founding
member of the Traveling Seniors and
current member of South Plainfield
Senior Citizens. She was an active
bowler and a communicant of Sac-
red Heart Church in South Plain-
field:

Susan was predeceased by her hus-
band, George, who died in 1981;
two brothers, Henry and Michael
and two sisters, Emily Chabok and
Anne Stepnowski.

She is survived by her daughter,
Georgia and son-in-law, Ernie Tem-
ple of South Plainfield; a son, Gary
Gochal and daughter-in-law, Nancy
of North Brunswick; a sister, Minnie
Gyurisin of South Plainfield; five
grandchildren, Jeffrey and Maggie
Temple, Sean Temple and Jacquelyn
Gochal and Scott Gochal; four cher-
ished great grandchildren, Ryan and
Brett Temple and Dylan and Delaney
Temple and her dear friend and com-
panion, Tony Abbruzzese of Fan-
wood.

Funeral services were held at
Sheenan Funeral Home.

Robert J. “Bob”

Perrucci, Jr, 55

Robert J. “Bob” Perrucci, Jr. died
suddenly on Thursday, Oct. 16 at
Rahway Hospital in Rahway.

At the time of his birth in
Plainfield, his family had lived in
Westfield. He grew up in South
Plainfield and had lived here most

policereport

of his life. He went through the

* On October 14 Daryl Lashun
Hathorne, 33, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for having an unregistered
vehicle and two outstanding war-
rants at a motor vehicle stop.

* On October 15 a transit bus
driver reported that a passenger was
refusing to get of at a designated bus
stop. Every day, the woman de-
mands to be dropped off in front of
the Best Western Motel where she
resides.

e A Sherman Ave. resident re-
ported that his vehicles were dam-
aged after being struck by a portion
of his neighbor’s tree.

* On October 17 an Ivy St. resi-
dent reported receiving harassing
phone calls.

* An Avenel resident reported
that a rock was used to smash the
passenger side front window of his
vehicle and his wallet was taken while
parked on Kentile Rd.

* A Woodland Ave. resident re-
ported that an old credit card had
been used to purchase $940 worth
of items in Saudi Arabia.

* On October 18 an Orchard Dr.
resident reported that the window

Call Us &
Plan Ahead

Hillside Cemetery

Scotch Plains
908.75 6.1729

non-profit, non-sectarian
wwww.hillsidecemetery.com

of his 1998 Ford F150 had been
smashed.

* On October 19 Michael
Stephen Holowka, 25, of Scotch
Plains turned himself in and was ar-
rested on six outstanding warrants
totalling $28,140.

e A Hillside Ave: resident re-
ported that the windshield of her
2001 Plymouth Neon was broken.

* A Plainfield resident reported
that the passenger window of her
friend’s vehicle was smashed and a
CD case containing approximately
35 CDs was taken while parked at
China Buffet on Park Ave.

*-On October 20 Moises E
Aguirre, 33, of Plainfield was ar-
rested for an unregistered vehicle
and fictitious plates at a motor ve-
hicle stop. Passenger Hector
Raymond Miranda, 29, of Perth
Amboy was also arrested on an out-
standing warrant. .

+ On October 21 a Somerset Ave.
resident reported that the rear win-
dow of his 1996 Ford Windstar was
smashed out.

LEGAL NOTICE

BOROUGH OF SOUTH PLAINFIELD
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY

October 17, 2003

Public Notice is hereby given that the following action
was taken by the South Plainfield Board of Adjustment
at its meeting held on October 16, 2003.

Case #58-03-Emanuel Paguntalan. Block 262; Lot

4; 124 Lakeview Avenue. The applicant’s request for

afront yard setback to allow an existing 16 foot by 20
foot first floor wood deck to remain on the lot as
existing, with a 13 foot front yard setback from Eim
Street subject to voluntary conditions was hereby
GRANTED.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Beth Khidre
Secretary-Zoning Board of Adjustment

$20.00 Qctober 24, 2003

Crishin

(908) 561-8000

2425 PLAINFIELD AVENUE
South Plainfield, NJ 07080
FAX (908) 561-6744

HOME FOR FUNERALS

RICHARD W. McCRISKIN, Pres., Mgr.

NJ License No.3147

Otituaiies

South Plainfield School System and
was a graduate of the class of 1966.
After high school, he entered the
U.S. Marine Corps. and was sent to
Vietnam, where he had been in com-
bat. He was awarded the Combat
Action Ribbon and the RVN MUG
Gallantry Cross.

Upon his discharge from the Ma-
rine Corps., he went to Middlesex
County College, where he had
carned an Associate Degree in Busi-
ness Management.

Bob held the position of Director
of Purchasing with the Frigidaire Co.
of Edison for 28 years before he re-
tired two years ago. For the past three
years, he had owned and operated
ABS Enterprises of South Plainfield.

His son, Steven J. Perrucci, died
in 1998 and his father, Robert J.
Perrucci, St., died two years ago.

Surviving are his fiancé, Joan M.
Buyacheck of Piscataway; a daugh-
ter, Andrea J. Perrucci of South
Plainfield; a son and his fiancé, Rob-
ert N. Perrucci and Bridget Talmadge
of Port Jervis, NY; his mother, Rose-
mary (Hoffman) Perrucci of South
Plainfield; a brother and his compan-
ion, John C. Perrucci and Glen Banta
of Bayonne; a sister, Georgia Bartz
of Vero Beach, Fl.; longtime close
family friend, Barbara Della Sala of
South Plainfield and by his grand-
son, Anthony . Perrucci.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations may be made to the National
Veteran’s Services Fund, Inc., P.O.
Box 2465, Darien, CT 06820-0465.

Mary E. Weishaar, 77

Mary E. Weishaar died on Sun-
day, Oct. 12 at the JEK Medical Cen-
ter in Edison. Her passing was not a

direct result of the accident she was
involved in on June 12 on Oak Tree
Ave. .

Born in Denmark, South Caro-
lina, she lived in New York City be-
fore moving to South Plainfield,
where she has lived since 1970.

Mary was a longtime member of
the First Baptist Church in South
Plainfield, where she had served as
a Deaconess of the Church.

Her husband, William Weishaar,
died this past December.

She is survived by her sister,

‘Miriam Walsh; a niece and a nephew.

Funeral services were held at the
First Baptist Church in South
Plainfield.

The family has requested that do-
nations be made in Mary’s memory
to the First Baptist Church of South
Plainfield, 201 Hamilton Blvd.,
South Plainfield, NJ 07080.

James (Jim) Frederick
Kennedy, 52

James (Jim) Frederick Kennedy
passed away on Sunday, Oct. 12.

Born in Newark, he was raised in
South Plainfield. He graduated from
South Plainfield High School in
1969 and received his Bachelor’s
Degree from Boston University. He
resided in Tampa, Florida with his
wife, Angela Marchitto Kennedy.

He was predeceased by his
mother, Bethea (Betty) Kennedy in
1998.

He is survived by his loving wife,
Angela; three children, Jesse, Jacob
and Rebecca; their mother, Bentley
Kennedy; two step-children, Rebec-
ca Lynn and Samuel Whitehurst; his
father, Frederick James Kennedy; two

sisters, Carol Smith and Joyce Walton
and his niece and nephews.

He was a loving husband, father,
son and brother and will be missed
by all.

Andrew Brandsherg, 90

Andrew Brandsberg died on Thes-
day, Oct. 14 at Muhlenburg Re-
gional Medical Center in Plainfield.

Born in Norway, Andrew resided
there until he was 16 years old be-
fore coming to the United States and
settling in South Plainfield. A resi-
dent of the borough for over 70
years, Andrew was the caretaker of
the Longwood Estate, which was
owned by the Steele Family for over
35 years. An avid gardener, Andrew
was a member of the Hydewood
Park Baptist Church in North
Plainfield, where he served as an
usher for 40 years. He also served
with the army during World War IT,
serving time in Italy where he re-
ceived two purple hearts.

He is predeceased by his wife,
Elsic (nee Goodwin), who died in
1987.

Surviving are a daughter, Andrea
and her husband, Jim of South
Plainfield; two sons, Timothy and
his wife, Norma of Goode, Va. and
Steven and his wife, Jeanne of Can-
yon Lake, Ca.; three brothers,
Thorlief, Birger and Reider, all of
Norway; six grandchildren, Jennifer,
Erik, Susan, James, Kristofer and
Andrew and one great grandson,
Max.

Funeral services were held at the
McCriskin Home For Funerals.

Business &

AUTOBODY |

| AUTO REPAIR/MAINTENANCE |

SULLIVAN'S AUTO BODY

Mon-Fri 8-5

G&R A Bill & Tom
Complete Foreign & Domestic
Auto & Truck Repair » Tune Ups

0il Changes = Shocks & Suspension
Air Conditioning  Exhaust Systems

BodyShop Lic. #02313A

908-757-5100
Fax: 908-757-3105

|| GYMNASTICS PARTIES

|  HALL RENTALS |

_Brakes & Front End
235 Hamilton Blvd. South Plainfield

908-754-8313 _

Fleet Service

i”.‘)

[ LANDSCAPING |

‘BIRTHDAY
PARTIES
Call American Gymnastics
to book your child’s
birthday party.

Fit, Fun & Hassle Free

oy b

Polish National Home

Lunch Served

Monday-Friday 11-2

Hall Available for
All Occasionis
312 New Market Rd. South Plainfield

(908) 668-9442 (Bar)
(908) 756-8410 (Hal)_|fg

)

i ;|
SOUTH PLAINFIELD
COMPLETE LAWN MAINTENANCE
* LANDSCAPE PLANTINGS
* HYDRO SEEDING & SOD
* MULCH / STONE / TOPSOIL
* RETAINING WALLS
+ BRICK PAVERS — PATIOS & WALKS
* RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
— FREE ESTIMATES -

908-753-AGA1 (2421) i 908-756-7272
| PIZZA e REAL ESTATE |
Ciccio’s Pizza F® Prodential |
34 Maple Ave., South Plainfield bl dential
1 aple Ave., South Plainfie!
2 p R SRy Main Street Realty Inc. 2] Rose REALTORS®
eroe Open 7 Days o = Rose Marie Peiton
(908) 753-4060 Robert Publik REALTOR-ASSOCIATE
Realtor-Associat N
Phone Ahead For Fast Pick Up £ ;’;sm:::"a & e P st

Mon. & Thurs. 11am to 10pm
Fn&Sat11am11pm-Sunday12 10pm

SUNDAY SPECIAL Sprirvir;g 'Soil
2 medium pies | DVS',"1§#’ea‘:’s

$9.95

...... | FRIED TEPS FRI & SAT
STEAKS « SUBS * DINNER

| (732) 549-9000 x 358
Evenings:
(908) 755-2709

E-Mail: bobp@comeast.net

908-753-4450 X302
Toll Free 800 370-2424
Fax 908-753-0136
RosePelton@att.net

@ Prudential pose pEALTORS®
659 Mountain Boulevard, Watchung, NJ 07069

Rose Marie Pelton
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HELP WANTED

OPENING IN MUNICIPAL COURT
FOR DOCKET CLERK-F/T. Seeking
" ambitious, bright, self-starter for data
entry, phone & general clerical. Good
office, computer & people skills req:
ATS/ACS exp. a plus. Very busy office.
9am to 5pm Mon-Fri. Evening court
sessions every Wed. Salary $23,078 +
benefits. Preference given to So. Plain-
field residents. Contact Pat Vargo,
Court Administrator (908) 226-7656.

HOUSEHOLD HELPER NEEDED
for woman with MS. Some cooking,
laundry, etc. Must be reliable w/reason-
able rates. Call (908) 756-9629.

RECEPTIONIST FOR BUSY SOUTH
Plainfield auto body. F/T person with good
phone, computer, filing skills. Call (732)
816-8570 or fax resume (908) 757-4118.

MOTHERS AND OTHERS
Work from home $1200 P/T, $5000 F/T.
1-888-253-4793. www.bwfh.com.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

MATTRESS AND BOX QUEEN DOU-
ble pillow top. New in bags $149. Can
deliver. (732) 259-6690.

MATTRESS SET, FULL, NEW IN
plastic. $100. (732) 259-6690.

HOME FURNISHINGS FOR SALE

7 PC. BEDROOM SET-BED, CHEST
dresser & mirror and night stand. New
inbox. Value $2600. Sell $975. (732) 259-
6690.

DINING ROOM SET—CHERRYWITH
1 pc. hutch, table and chairs, new in
boxes. Sell $825. Can deliver. (732) 259-
6690.

BED-KING MATTRESS SET, NEW
in plastic. Sell $225. (732) 259-6690.

5 PC. BDR SET-NEW IN BOX. LIST
$1299. Sacrifice $565. (732) 259-6690.

OLD MOTORCYCLES, MINI BIKES,
old Schwinn bicycles, old car parts. (732)
603-0933.

BUY OR SELL. BE YOUR OWN
boss for only $10. Call (732) 522-2046.

DAY CARE IN MY HOME

LOVING MOTHER OF 2 WILL CARE
for your child or children in her SP
home. Call Rita (908) 755-1312.

Tu flace an 2
a, call
908 668- lllml

DECORATING

INTERIOR PAINTING & DECORATING
Spruce up your rooms w/fresh paint and

decorating designs. (908) 757-6640

ENTERTAINMENT
HAVING A PARTY?

Disc Jockey—So. Plainfield area only.
Call Mike, (908) 757-6690

MORTGAGES
FAST APPROVALS, GREAT RATES

personalized service, (908) 822-0090.

ROOFING

COMMERCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, RESI-
dential, (908) 753-4222.

GARAGE SALES

906 Frankiin Ave.

(Off Plainfield Ave.) .

1118 Worth Dr.

(Frankiin to Greenwich to Worth)

1301 t:llerrv SIreel

(Off Central Avenue)

Saturday, Oct. 25

(Raindate: Sun., Oct. 26)

9 am-3 pm

Clothing, furniture, electronics
equipment, tays & misc.

Friday & Saturday
October 24 & 25

9 am-2:30 pm Friday and 9-3 Saturday

Household, kids stuff and more

Saturday, October 25
9 an-3 im

Two parrot-sized bird cages,
exercise bike, household items,
clothes & more

RAIN OR SHINE

137 Duffy Place

(Off Hamnilton to Matis to Perth to Duffy)

Friday & Saturday,
October 24 & 25
8 am-11 am

MOVING - EVERYTHING MUST GO!

230 Atfington Ave.
Saturday,
October 25
9 am-3 pm

Some furniture, junior clothes,
woman’s large clothes, household

‘Professional Services

To advertise
call 908-668-0010

| COMPUTERS ]| CONTRACTORS - | [ DRIVEWAYS FURNITURE REPAIRS |
H
BUILDER & o2y VLADQ Driveway ] !
GENERAL CONTRACTOR ,%e,,;;;z,,j;; o Scal Coating FURNTTURE, MEDIC
Stan Wilkinson = NJ DCA LIC #019771 ¥ ] cstimate . BN Patchlng Precision 3
« New Computers/Upgrades e Cie Bﬁseme”fs 2 K’Itfhe”s (©973) Residential and Furniture Repairs
« Hardware/Software Installations Lordina Builders EaluRogs ~ DRl ITEIS ULl Commercial On-Site

* In Home Service
« Some Used Computers Available
Serving South Plainfield for 2 Years

Phone: 908-769-0709
Cell: 732-423-3504
Email: stcomputers@comcast.net

908-753-3850

ADDITIONS + KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Office Renovations
[_FREE ESTIMATES |

* Additions * Windows, etc.

BC

CONTRACTING

Call for Free Estimate

732-742-2185

ADVERTISE YOUR
PUSINESS FOR AS LITTLE
AS $15 PER WEEK.

908-668-0010

Scratches * Gouges * Pet Damage
‘Water Marks * Burns
Structural Repairs * Broken Joints
Antique Restoration
Kitchen Cabinets Refinished
And MUCH MORE!

(908) 755-8440

| LANDSCAPING | MORTGAGES | [ MULCH/TOP SOIL/STONE | [PAINTINGHOME IMPROVEMENT]
FAST A PPROVALS... (( Residential & Commerclal\\
GREAT RATES... J fcall BULLSEYE
N . H
PERSONALIZED SERVICE... g&‘* KLK Trucklng s Services

Call for
Free Estimate:
(908) 688-1245
Spring/Fall
Clean-up

Grass Cutting/Mulch/Snowplowing

\ 'y

Mike Dixon,
President

908-822-0090

2325 Plainfield Ave. Suite 2E
South Plainfield, NJ

Se Habla Espar

Top Soil, Mulch, Sand, Infield Mix,

Decorative & Crushed Stone

Sanding e Salting * Snowplowing
Pick up or Deliv., Mon. thru Sat

908-757-4434

265 Ryan Street
South Plainfield

PAINTING, POWERWASHING &
HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

20 Years Experience
Fast & Reliable
Low prices, free quotes, fully insured

CALL TODAY
908-757-6640 ))

\8

SPIRITS

Joseph Email: D
Diegnan Reauron-Associe & LiFemne So. PLANFIELD RESIDENT

(303) 885-0200. Ext. 206

265 South Ave., Fanwood, NJ 07023

124 CAMDEN AVE.
S0O. PLAINFIELD, NJ 07080

(1.5 lter) ............ 8549
Bring in Ihls ad for 10% off on wines

2201 South Clinton Ave.

& SouthPlainfield 908-753-5115 &
HO! <ONO> <HHO» OS> <Ol

ROOFING | | | | SALON |
Di Francesco @ GMAC 1645 Park Avenue, N TTe
Realty, Inc. alEstate South Plainfield Y Letusputyouina ¥
uf ] []
“Long Time 791-9463 | & newtrendylook.. &
Resident of J_ 1: PENYA s l irit Sh %  Specializing in Color, Foils, %
% Nobody knows south alls opw § Haircuts, Wedding Parties &
.Soutll Pl.alnﬁeld Dlainfield* ROOF ’NG CO- - @ e
like Joe Dlegnan 2 Bringing in Buyers from COMMERCIAL INDUSTRIAL Cavit (1.5 liter) i ocouthh 7
Various Counties! RESIDENTIAL Pinot Grigio........ 59” rgﬂ:': -13:':' = ide =
908 7555300x315 Member of 2 Multipl 5 @ ®
et gorosiadin ) e 908-753-4222 5;;;!:5:;';';;&' sundays | ¥ hsrs
(908) 756 S com Re,,,;{,,i’f,%ﬂ;{j,e FAX 908-753-4763 (750mil) ... sgao lamTpm | 8 ok Moscogn Wesing & Noils
® ]
¥
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Town History Day Revisits Soth Plainfield Roots

South Plainfield’s first Town History Day offered residents an opportunity to go back in time and explore
the history of the borough. The event featured photographs, memorabilia, programs and displays by
local community groups. Marge Reedy (below at left.in) gave the Historical Society the original copy of
her ancestor, Bethune D. Dunham'’s, certificate from the Post Office Department officially appointing
him postmaster of South Plainfield in November of 1887. The postmaster general at the time was William
E Vilas. Jake Cataldo gave the Historical Society a framed picture of the house where he grew up, which at
one time served as the post office. It was once the J. Manning General Store at 130 Front St. Both gifts
were accepted by Historical Society Past Presidents Mary Mazepa and Bill Tuthill on behalf of the society.
Mayor Gallagher presented a framed official Mayoral Proclamation of Town History Day to Dorothy Miele.
Entertainment and refreshments were also part of the festivities of the day.

Counseling Organizations

The Internal Revenue Service, the
Federal Trade Commission and state
regulators issued a consumer alert for
those seeking assistance from tax-ex-
empt credit counseling organizations.

Many credit counseling organiza-
tions provide valuable advice, educa-
tion and assistance to those secking to
better manage their debt. But an in-
creasing number of complaints to fed-
eral and state agencies indicates that
some organizations are engaging in
questionable activities.

Federal and state regulators are con-
cerned that some credit counseling or-
ganizations using questionable prac-
tices may seck tax-exempt status in

order to circumvent state and federal
consumer protection laws. State and
federal statutes regulating credit coun-
seling agencies often do not apply to
Section 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organi-

Zations.

Consumers can help protect them-
selves from deceptive credit counsel-
ing practices by following these tips:

e Check that the organization will
help you manage your finances better
through counseling and education.
Carefully read through any written
agreement that a credit counseling
organization offers. It should describe
in detail the services to be performed,
the payment terms for these services,

Dovre To Be Scared
Visit the

HaunTED WoOoDs
9t
PurnaM PARk

Tues & Wed, October 28 &29°7 p.m.
Friday, October 31°7:30 p.m.

$4 Adults, $2 Children accompanied by an adult.
Not recommended for kids under eight.

For info or reservations, call (908) 756-801 I.

To benefit :
South Plainfield
Lions Club

Use Care When Seeking Help from Credit

including their total cost, how long it
will take to-achieve results, any guar-
antees offered and the organization’s
business name and address.

* Beware of high fees or required
“voluntary contributions” that, with
high monthly service charges, may add
to your debt and defeat your efforts to
pay your bills. It is illegal to represent
that negative information, such as bank-

“ruptcy; can be removed from your credit

report. Promises to “help you get out
of debt easily” are a red flag.

* Make sure that your creditors are
willing to work with the agency you
choose. If they are, follow up with
those creditors regularly to make sure
your debt is being paid off.

¢ Check with state agencies and
your local Better Business Bureau to
find out about a specific credit coun-
seling organization’s record. Here are
some helpful web sites:

e www.ftc.gov-Become familiar
with the latest scam alerts

* www.irs.gov/charities-Determine
whether the organization is tax-exempt
and what an organization must do to

~ maintain that status

* www.nasconet.org-Obtain a list
of state charity official offices

ewww.treas.gov/financialeduca
ton.gov-To find more information on
federal financial education programs
and resources

Consumers who believe they’ve been
victims should file a complaint with the
FIC. Call toll free: 1-877-FTC-HELP

. or online at www ftc.gov.

Jeftreys Resigns from BOE

(Continued from page one)

cover the new three-year contract.
The increase in salary cost alene is
13.9 percent over the three years of
the contract.

After Jeffreys left the meeting,
Board President Pio Pennisi directed
the question to Dr. Edward Izbicki,
Sr. Business Administrator/Board
Secretary, if there was enough mon-
ey to cover the cost of the salary in-
creases. Dr. Izbicki said yes, there
was enough money to cover the
coSts.

During September’s BOE meet-
ing, Jeffreys planned to vote “no” on
the Board’s finance report. However,
after being advised by Board Attor-
ney Dr. Nicholas Celso that a ‘no’
vote would initiate an investigation
of the district’s finances, Jeffreys was
convinced to abstain instead.

One of Jeftreys’ most important
questions was the current balance of
the budget surplus. The board has
committed to $1.2M in this year’s
budget. When Jeffreys questioned
the auditors, they could not answer
that question nor several others she
had submitted.

Several costs of the new contract

include not only the 13.9 percent in-
crease in salary, but the current cost
of healthcare, its projected costs, as
well changes in the compensation of
six period coverage, raises in the sti-
pend positions and three additional
holidays for school aides.

Jeffreys stressed that even though

“she was not opposed to some of the

changes in contract, without an ac-
curate cost analysis (along with her
own uncertainty of the board’s fi-
nancial status), it was impossible for
her to cast a vote on the contract.

Jeffreys finished by saying that
when she conveyed her concerns to
Board President Pio Pennisi, he told
her that ‘only five other residents
would be concerned about her
doubts,” according to Jeffreys. She
ended her statement saying that she
hoped that Pennisi was wrong.
“Here at this table, children should --
rule, not politics,” Jeffreys con-
cluded.

The board then voted to accept
Jeffreys resignation, with Ken La-
Freniere and Timothy Morgan vot-
ing no.

The board will appoint a replace-
ment for Jeffreys at a foture meet-

SPHS Students Natned AP Scholars

Eight former students at South
Plainfield High School have carned the
designation of AP Scholar by the Col-
lege Board in recognition of their ex-
ceptional achievement on the college-
level Advanced Placement (AP) Ex-
ams.

The College Board’s Advanced
Placement Program offers students the
opportunity to take challenging col-
lege-level courses while still in high
school and to receive college credit, ad-
vanced placement, or both for success-
ful performance on the AP exams.
Almost 15 percent of the more than
one million high school students in
more than 14,000 secondary schools
worldwide took the AP Exams per-
formed at a sufficiently high level to
meet the recognition of AP Scholars.

Students took the AP exams in May
after completing challenging college-
level courses at their high schools. The
College Board recognizes several lev-
els of achievement, based on the num-
ber of yearlong courses and exams (or
their equivalent semester-long courses
and exams).

At South Plainfield High School,
six students qualified for the AP
Scholar Award by completing three
or more AP examinations, with
grades of three or higher. The AP
Scholars are Heather Barrett, Jenny
Cai, Alexander Huynh, Lauren
Kaczka, Kristina Ogonowski and
John Rayho. Two students qualified
for the AP Scholar with Honor
Award by earning an average grade
of at least 3.25 on all AP exams taken
and grades of three or higher on four

or more of these exams. These stu-
dents are Christina Furka and Elayne
Russell.

Most of the nation’s colleges and
universities award credit, advanced
placement, or both based on success-
ful performance on the AP exams.
More than 1,400 institutions award
afull year’s credit (sophomore stand-
ing) to students presenting a suffi-
cient number of qualifying grades.
Thirty-four AP exams are offered in
a wifc variety of subject areas, each
consisting of multiple choice and free
response (essay or problem solving)
questions (except for the Studio Art
exam, which evaluates students origi-
nal artwork).

The College Board is a national
nonprofit membership association
whose mission is to prepare, inspire
and connect students to college and
opportunity. Founded in 1900, the
association is composed of more than
4,300 schools, colleges, universities
and other educational organizations.
Each year, the College Board serves
over three million students their par-
ents, 23,000 high schools and 3,500
colleges through major programs and.
services in college admissions, guid-
ance, assessment, financial aid, enroll-
ment and teaching and learning.
Among its best-known programs are
the SAT, the PSAT/NMSQT and the
Advance Placement (AP) Program.
The College Board is committed to
the principles of equity and excellence -
and the commitment is embodied in
all of its programs, services, activi-
ties and concerns.

Haunted Woods at Putnam Park

(Continued from page one)

have fun performing while contrib-
uting to others. They hope to see the
show become a South Plainfield tra-
dition. The Oct. 28 and 29 shows
start at 7 p.m. On Halloween, Oct.
31 the show begins at 7:30 p.m.
Tours run approximately every 20
minutes. Proceeds from the event will
benefit the South Plainficld Lions
Club. Advanced ticket reservations
are suggested as tours are limited to
about 20 people per. Reservations
should include date and time of tour.
Tickets are $4 for adults and $2 for
children accompanied by an adult.
Recommended age is ¢ight and up,
parental discretion advised-no re-
funds. For ticket info, call (908) 756-
8011. Leave a message with name
and number.

Almost Famous thanks Dun-Ley
Productions for the loan of costumes
for the Haunted Woods Tour. Visit
their Haunted Village Oct. 24, 26,
30 and 31 from 7-10 p.m. at the
Turtle Back Zoo in West Orange. For
more info and directions go to
www.njkingdom.com or call (732)
271:1119.

Téeachers Contract

(Continmed from page 1)

“T think this contracr is a fair settle-
ment. Both sides walked away from
the table feeling they gave up some-
thing and they won something,” said
Board President Pennisi. “The key is
that we treat each other as profession-
als and walk away as professionals.”




